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Voice of ti ietyjmconq a ered 


Special Tribal 
Council Meeting 

By Janice Billie 

HOLLYWOOD 

The Tribal Council held a 
special meeting on the 
morning of Dec. 14, 2005, 
in the Tribal Headquarters 
Auditorium. 

The Tribal Council 
voted on and passed the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

“Authorization for the Chairman of the Tribal 
Council to submit a request to the Secretary of the 
Interior for Immediate Class III Gaming procedures 
for the Conduct of Class III Slot Machines and 
Card Games on Tribal Lands and Requesting 
Expedited Consideration of the Balance of the 
Tribe’s Request for Procedures.” 

The resolution was presented to the Tribal 
Council by General Counsel Jim Shore. Shore went 
on to review a brief history of the Seminole Tribe’s 
prior efforts to achieve a gaming compact with the 
state in reference to Class III gaming. 

These efforts to date have not moved for- 
ward. He stated that this resolution “will get the 
ball rolling” in the Tribe’s efforts to reach a ruling. 




Lila Osceola 

(L-R) Meaghan Osceola, Krystle Young, Chelsea 
Mountain and Demetria Tigertail. 


Seminole Athletes 
Shine in High School 
Basketball this Year 

By Tony Heard 

HOLLYWOOD — The high school bas- 
ketball season is here and full of excitement. Forget 
about all the Kobe and Phil reunion in Las 
Angeles, never mind the Heat with all the new 
faces and Shaq not playing due to injury. 

The focus right now should be on how 
many Seminole Tribal youth we have participating 
in high school basketball this year. Hard work in 
the off season and playing in tournaments through- 
out the summer has paid off for many youngsters 
in our community. 

Two of the young athletes are Krystle 
Young and Meaghan Osceola, who are both ninth 
graders attending Pine Crest Academy and playing 
on the varsity basketball team. Pine Crest had their 
season opener on Nov. 14 against Archbishop 
McCarthy. 

Even though Krystle and Meaghan had 20 
steals and 1 5 points between the two of them, they 
suffered a close loss (37-41) at the hands of a very 
scrappy Archbishop team. With their knowledge of 
the game and undying hustle on the court both 
young ladies have already proven to be important 
assets to the team. It will be very interesting to see 
how the rest of their season pans out. 

This shifts the focus to arch rival, 
American Heritage, one of their deadly opponents 
due solely to the fact that they will face their Lady 
Seminoles teammates, super Sophomores Chelsea 
Mountain and Demetria Tigertail; the “dynamic 
duo” on the varsity team at American Heritage. 

These four young ladies know each other 
very well on the court and mesh even better when 
they are all in the same uniform. With their athleti- 
cism and defensive intensity they cause frustration 
and headaches to any opponents they face. The 
intensity will be at an all time high when they meet 
on opposite sides of the ball. 

Demetria is the starting point guard for 
American Heritage. Known to all her friends sim- 
ply as Dee, this little spark plug is usually the 
defensive nucleus and an offensive pacesetter on 
any team she is on. With powerhouse rebounder, 
and finisher Chelsea Mountain now controlling the 
paint more than ever this year, it is a toss up on 
who will come out on top in this game. 

American Heritage lost their season open- 
er to Kings Academy in a close game that was very 
exciting and intense with Dee having 17 points, six 
assists and seven steals. Chelsea also gave a won- 
derful performance with 17 points and 12 
rebounds. 

The heated match up between the four 
friends and the Lady Seminole teammates will take 
place two times this year, once on Dec. 3 at Pine 
Crest and again on Jan. 4 at American Heritage. 
Both games will likely be extremely competitive 
and full of excitement. Watching these young 
ladies go at it representing their respective schools 
will be interesting to say the least. 

Who will end the season with the brag- 
ging rights? If things go right for both teams they 
could bump heads again in the playoffs. 

Even though the University School just 
graduated two great basketball players and sisters 

❖ See BASKETBALL, page 33 



HE IS COMING TO TOWN: Chairman Cypress hands out Boys & Girls Club children gifts. 


Chairman Surprises Broward County 
Boys & Girls Club with Christmas Gifts 


By Melissa Sherman 

HALLANDALE BEACH, FL — 

Like every other ordinary school day off scores 
of children gathered and played at the local 
Broward County Boys & Girls Club. What they 
did not now was Santa and Chairman Mitchell 
Cypress where coming early to pay them a 
visit. 


It wasn’t a big red sleigh but rather a 
huge fire engine that Cypress was coming to 
town in. Loaded to the top were bags of toys 
and goodies for all off the children. The coun- 
selors at the center blew the whistle and kids 
faces lit up with excitement. 

Service Director Rose Brown at the 

❖ See GIFTS, page 23 


Seminole Tribe Contributes to Red Cross 



By Nery Mejicano 

DANIA BEACH, FL — During and fol 
lowing the 2005 hurricane season, the American 
Red Cross acted as the lead agency 
ensuring the victims received the 
organization’s much needed services. 

Since Oct. 24, 2005, when Hurricane 
Wilma hit South Florida, American 
Red Cross chapters provided shelter, 
counseling and meals to thousands of 
South Floridians. 

The Seminole Tribe of 
Florida recognizes the tremendous 
effort of the thousands of volunteers 
and staff of the Red Cross and their 
invaluable help and assistance. The 
Tribe has been on of the sponsors of 
the funding activities that the Red 
Cross has sponsored. 

On Dec. 2, 2005, the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida made a 
donation to the Broward Chapter dur- 
ing the “Taste of the Season” fundrais- 
ing event held at the IGFA Fishing 
Hall of Fame and Museum. 


On Dec. 31, 2005, the Tribe was also a 
sponsor at the New Year’s Gala Event hosted by 
the Naples Red Cross. 


Nery Mejicano 

(L-R) Tribune Editor in Chief Virginia Mitchell hands the 
donation check to Broward County Red Cross Chapter 
Chairman Mark Walter. 


Hahn Graduates from Haskell 



Emma Brown 


Pete Hahn’s graduation picture with parents. 


By Emma Brown 

LAWRENCE, KS — Pete Hahn, son 
of Peter Hahn and Terry Hahn of Brighton, has 
reached a milestone in his life’s journey. On 
Dec. 8 family and Education staff flew into 
Lawrence, Kan. greeted with single-digit 
weather and a town covered with a beautiful 
blanket of snow to share a very special day 
with Pete, his college graduation day. 

Upon arrival Pete met his friends and 
family at Haskell Indian Nations University 
(HINU) and gave them a small tour of the cam- 
pus. It was a very frigid day outdoors so the 
consensus was to stay inside as much as possi- 
ble. After the tour of HINU, it was downtown 
for a tour of Lawrence in the winter and a stop 
at Starbucks for some liquid heat. 

At 4 p.m. everyone headed over to the 
auditorium for the graduation ceremony. 
Although the ceremony was short, with approx- 
imately 41 students graduating, it was very 
powerful in its message to the students and 
audience. Each chosen speaker spoke from their 
hearts about the beauty of being Native 

❖ See HAHN, page 33 



December Tribal 
Council Meeting Held 


Janice Billie 

Bill Maddox (center) with the Tribal Council. 


By Janice Billie 

BIG CYPRESS — On Dec. 15 the Seminole Tribal 
Council held the monthly meeting at the Herman Osceola 
Gymnasium. 

Several presentations were made to the Council before 
the official business of the Council began. 

Hendry County Commissioner and longtime friend of 
the Seminole Tribe Bill Maddox addressed the Council first. 

He presented the Council with a plaque in appreciation for the 
Tribe’s support and dedication for the Swamp Cabbage 
Festival. He also presented a plaque to Board of Directors 
President Moses Osceola in recognition of the Board’s contri- 
butions of support for the festival. 

Maddox gave a personal thanks to Board 
Representative Paul Bowers. He recalled how Bowers helped 
him paint signs in the cold and rain in preparation for the 
event. 

The next presentation was to an employee of the Hard 
Rock Hotel. Emergency Services Director Armando Negrin 
honored Jean-Marc Claccemus with the Billy Cypress Service 
Award. Claccemus is a medical response technician. He saved 
a patron from choking using the Heimlich maneuver at the 
Hollywood Hard Rock’s Blue Plate restaurant on Oct. 15. 

After the presentations the regular session began with 
Executive Administrator Ken Fields reading the consent agen- 
da. The consent agenda consists of “items of a routine and 
administrative nature and have been previously discussed by 
the Tribal Council.” 

Among the resolutions that were discussed and passed 
at this meeting were approval of agreement with Seminole 
Design Build, Inc., purchase agreement and service contract for 
currency counter equipment for the Tampa Seminole Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino and authorization for formation of a 
Tribal court committee. 

The next Council Meeting is scheduled for Jan. 13 on 
the Hollywood reservation. 



Jaime Restrepo 

BC officials collected toys to donate to needy families. 


BC Toy Drive helps 
Families in Need 

By Jaime Restrepo 

BIG CYPRESS — There are plenty of Christmas 
toys, food and surprises awaiting happy children and parents. 
BC Seminole Police Department Sergeant Barbara Akin coor- 
dinated the drive that collected enough food and toys for seven 
needy families in the Clewiston area. 

Originating as a Big Cypress Team program event, 
Chairman Mitchell Cypress, Big Cypress Representative David 
Cypress and Board Representative Paul Bowers, gave their 
blessings and support, both logistically and financially to the 
effort. 

The idea, originating back in November, commenced 
with the placement of collection boxes in the Family 
Investment Center lobby for anyone wishing to donate toys, or 
non-perishable food. The seven families were adopted from a 
list submitted by the Clewiston Police Department. 

Representatives from the Clewiston Police 
Department were on hand to receive the collection of toys and 
food for transport back to Clewiston. Councilman David 
Cypress and Board Representative Paul Bowers personally 
handed off the goodies to the Clewiston police officers as 
Sergeant Akin looked on. 

They will oversee the final process of distribution to 
the selected family members, some of which were very hard hit 
by Hurricane Wilma. Hopefully, this act of goodwill will bring 
these families an enhanced sense of Christmas cheer. This 
goodwill gesture is just one of many Hendry County intercom- 
munity events in the years to come. 
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Can you guess who this Seminole chickee builder is? Please see the Feb. 3 issue of 
The Seminole Tribune to find out. 
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Billy Bowlegs 


Letters & E-mail 


Please send all letters to 6300 Stirling Road, Hollywood, FL 33024 
tribune@semtribe.com 


Dear Editor, 

My name is lj 

Zach Bogenschutz * ' \ \ 

and I am aware \ 

that in my family I do 
have some Cherokee but. 
who doesn’t have 
some form of 
Native American 
in them. 

Nowadays 
everyone claims 
to have “Indian” 
in their blood. 

I was very 

moved as I read your web- 



site and reading of the history I must say 
that the Native American is the most 
oppressed people in the world. I come 
from a Scottish/Irish background (with a 
German last name) and I have also 
seen the hardships of my ancestors. 

I have never been to the 
Seminole casinos but, now vow to 
* toake the trip so I can contribute to 
your nation. Thank you for posting 
such a great wealth of knowledge. I 
hope you take this country back one 
step at a time and reclaim what was and is 
rightfully yours. 

Sincerely, 

Zach Bogenschutz 


The Seminole Tribune 


I f you need a reporter or you would 
like to submit an article, birthday 
wish or poem to The Seminole 
Tribune, please contact the Editor-In- 
Chief Virginia Mitchell at (800) 683- 


T he following deadlines apply to 
all submissions for inclusion 
into the Tribune : 

Issue: February 3, 2006 

Deadline: January 19, 2006 

❖ 

Issue: February 24, 2006 

Deadline: February 9, 2006 

❖ 

Issue: March 17, 2006 

Deadline: March 2, 2006 
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Please note: Late submissions will be 
posted in the following issue. 
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Wow-What’s the Postage on That? 

The Tribe receives 230 year old letter. . . Again 



Submitted by the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 

BIG CYPRESS — The Seminole Tribe’s Ah-Tah-Thi- 
Ki Museum has acquired an historical document that is of con- 
siderable significance to both 
the Seminole people and to 
Florida history. Dated Feb. 9, 

1774, this letter was written 
by the lieutenant governor of 
the territory of British East 
Florida, John Moultrie. It is 
addressed to “The Cowkeeper 
and other Headmen and 
Warriors of the Creek 
Nation.” 

The Cowkeeper was 
the first leader, and founder, 
of the Seminole Tribe. Like 
George Washington, he was 
the father of his country. He 
led a band of Creeks from the 
Town of Oconee, in Georgia, 
to Florida sometime around 
1740. As a lifelong ally of the 
British, he aided General 
Oglethorpe in attacking the 
Spanish at St. Augustine. 

The Cowkeeper set- 
tled his people on the rich 
prairie lands south of 
Gainesville, Florida. He 
established a town there 
called Cuscowilla, or 
Alachua. This was the first 
settlement of the people who 
would become known as the 
Seminoles. 

At Cuscowilla the 
Seminoles gathered stray 
Spanish cattle that roamed 
over the prairies. These cattle 
were the last vestiges of the 
old Spanish ranchos that once 
fed St. Augustine and the 
abandoned missions. 

True to his name, the Cowkeeper had hundreds of 
head of cattle grazing on the prairies around Cuscowilla. These 
large herds were the envy of their white neighbors in Georgia. 
This led to a series of conflicts between the Georgians and the 
Seminole peoples. Cattle rustlers coming from Georgia under 
the guise of defensive mil- 
itary expeditions, returned 
home with hundreds of 
head of Seminole cattle. 

Cowkeeper ’s 
family would remain in 
the area for the next one 
hundred years. Payne’s 
Prairie, just north of 
Cuscowilla, was named 
after the Cowkeeper ’s 
nephew, Payne. 

Payne’s nephew, 

Micanopy, had his name 
applied to the town that 
now sits on the ancient 
remnants of Cuscowilla. 

Micanopy ’s nephew was 
Billy Bowlegs. All of 
these men were famous 
leaders of the Seminole 
people and can be seen in 
the pages of the history 
books as the legacy of the 
great Cowkeeper. 

This letter was 
written at such an early 
point in the history of the 
Tribe that Moultrie still 
refers to them as members 
of “the Creek Nation.” The 
term Seminole was not yet 
in common use. 

At the time that 
the letter was written, a 
questionable land deal that 
involved 2.1 million acres 
of land that was claimed 
by both the Creeks and the 
Cherokees, had led to an 
outbreak of frontier vio- 
lence that was threatening 
to become open warfare. 

The English Government 

was concerned that the Creeks were going to unite with the 
Cherokee and Shawnee people against the English colonies. 
Thirteen white settlers and five Creeks had already been killed 
when this letter was written. The English wanted to know if the 
Cowkeeper ’s people were preparing for war. 

The British had a reason to be concerned. As a leader, 



the Cowkeeper had maintained the west side of the St. John’s 
River as the “Indian shore”; or the national boundary of the 
Seminole Nation. Just before he died, the Cowkeeper claimed 

to have killed eighty-six 
Spaniards defending this land, 
and that his only regret was in not 
having killed an even one-hun- 
dred. He asked his family to kill 
another fourteen that his soul 
might rest more easily. The threat 
of war with Cowkeeper was a 
cause for serious concern. 

The letter that the Museum has 
acquired was written during the 
brief period between the adminis- 
trations of Governors James Grant 
and Patrick Tonyn, and hence was 
written by the Lieutenant 
Governor, John Moultrie. He 
began with. . . 

I send you bad 
news. I have heard that 
some of your nation have 
struck the Great King s 
children in Georgia and 
spilt their blood upon the 
ground. The white people 
grew angry and killed 
some of them. 

He reminded the 
Cowkeeper of the professed 
friendship between their people 
and went on to say. . . 

Now is the time 
to try whither we spoke 
the truth or told a lye, 
and whither our hearts, 
our hands, and our 
tongues went together. 

If it is only 

some madmen and young 
fools that have done this 
mischief, they only are to blame; and they 
only ought to suffer for it. 

If you still hold your White brothers 
by the hand, tell me so, and let us try to cover 
the blood that has been spilt, and let us make 
the path clean, and safe to walk in again. 

Until I hear from you, 
or know whither ( tis 
peace or war, I shall 
only take care to guard 
my people. 


New Governor Patrick 
Tonyn arrived in March. On the 
14th he met with the Cowkeeper 
and other leaders. Outright war 
with the Seminoles was averted, 
but violence continued to plague 
the frontier until the next year, 
when an overwhelming conflict, 
the American Revolution, 
engulfed the frontier in flames. 
Remembered as an international 
conflict, it was an Indian war as 
well. 

The letter that the Tribe 
has acquired appears to be the 
actual letter that was sent to the 
Cowkeeper. It was originally a 
folded, closed and sealed page. 

It has the equivalent of two writ- 
ten pages; is addressed on the 
outside and has a red wax seal. 

They did not use 
envelopes at that time, instead 
they would fold the sheet of 
paper into a makeshift envelope. 
Officials would keep copies of 
their correspondence in a letter- 
book. These were the carbon 
copies of their time. The letter- 
book copy appears to be located 
in the Colonial Office records of 
the British government. 

These records are locat- 
ed in London, England. J. Leitch 
Wright refers to that letter on 
page 108 of his book “Creeks 
and Seminoles”. 

The Cowkeeper is gone 
and the town he built is turned to dust. Many of the towns that 
his children and children’s children built were burnt to the 
ground by waves of armies. It is an amazing thing that an 
object as frail as a piece of paper has outlasted all else. Like a 
letter long lost in the mail, this letter to the Tribe’s founder and 
first government has been re-delivered. 


Sacred Items Returned to Bois Forte 


By Tom Klein, Timberjay News 

OJIBWE RESERVATION, MN — When three sacred 
scrolls and six other artifacts were returned to the Bois Forte 
Band earlier this month, Rose Berens described it as being reunit- 
ed with family. 

“When they bring something into a room that’s been 
gone for 100 years, it’s a feeling that’s almost indescribable,” 
said Berens, who is director of the Bois Forte Heritage Center 
and Cultural Museum. “It’s like finding a long-lost relative, 
someone you loved very much.” 

Berens and others first traveled to New York to docu- 
ment that the artifacts belonged to the Bois Forte Band. More 
than two years after that visit, tribal elders finally reclaimed the 
objects from the American Museum of Natural History, where 
they had been stored. 

To Phyllis Boshey, the artifacts are more than mere 
reminders of the past. 

“These objects are like living spirits,” explained Boshey, 
a former Tribal Council member and follower of Midewewin, a 
secret Ojibwe medicine society. 

“They should not be locked up.” 

The repatriation of the Bois Forte artifacts has been in 
the works for at least two years. In addition to three inscribed 
birch bark scrolls, the objects included two rattles, a beaded cere- 
monial bag, a fawn skin bag, food fungus and black dye. 

The process might have taken even longer if not for 
changes in the administration of a federal law known as the 
Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act. In gen- 
eral, the law requires museums to inventory their collections and 
identify items of significance. It is up to the descendants or affili- 
ated tribes to claim them. 

Although passed in 1990, the law wasn’t much use with- 
out money to back up the effort. New leadership within the 
National Park Service has revamped the program and provided 
more than $2.4 million in grants to help tribes cover transporta- 
tion and other expenses in recovering artifacts. The Bois Forte 
Band received $9,105 to pay for trips to New York to document 
their claim. 


Boshey said photos of items help verify the Bois Forte 
Band’s claim on artifacts and she spoke about the need to devel- 
op a photo inventory of missing artifacts by copying photographs 
that band members may have in their possession. 

According to museum officials, the artifacts were origi- 
nally acquired in a museum expedition led by William Jones, an 
anthropologist who studied Ojibwe language and culture. 

The birch bark scrolls and ceremonial items hold special 
significance for the Midewewin. Only certain members of the 
secret medicine society can interpret the birch bark inscriptions, 
which are considered sacred and must never be exposed to public 
view. 

Spokesman Steve Reichl said the American Museum of 
Natural History kept the artifacts mainly for research purposes 
and, to his knowledge, they were never on display. 

Bill Latady, curator of the Bois Forte Heritage Center 
and Cultural Museum, said the items also will not be on display 
at Heritage Center. “These are sacred items and this is just their 
temporary home pending their ultimate destination,” he said. 

Latady accompanied spiritual adviser Vernon Adams and 
elder Myra Thompson to New York to reclaim the artifacts. A 
pipe ceremony was conducted at the museum in acknowledgment 
of the mystical power that band members believe dwell in all 
things. 

“It’s like they were sleeping for a long time,” Adams 
explained. “The ceremony was to wake them up and let them 
know they’re going home.” 

Boshey said the band will need to meet with elders and 
medicine men to determine how to properly store and treat the 
artifacts. She also noted that the significance of the religious 
items may call for an annual ceremony. She’d like to see that cer- 
emony be used to teach youth more about the Bois Forte heritage 
and culture. 

Meanwhile, Berens said there are other artifacts at 
museums that the Bois Forte Band is seeking to bring home, 
including items at a museum in Colorado. 

“But it’s a long process,” she added. “There’s a lot of 
bureaucracy to deal with first.” 
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Zachary Battiest Celebrates 17th 
Birthday With Family, Friends 


By Felix DoBosz 

MIAMI, FL — Zachary Battiest turned 17 
on Dec. 22, 2005. This year was different he said, 
“Last year we held my 1 6th birthday party at the 
Seminole Hard Rock Casino with over a 100 invited 
guests mostly my relatives and friends.” He added: 
“We also had famous DJ 
Laz mixing it up for us.” 

This year’s festivi- 
ties were a lot more low-key 
than last year. Only 20 peo- 
ple, mostly close friends and 
family, was invited to cele- 
brate with Zachary at this 
exclusive restaurant Porcao 
Churrascaria, at the Four 
Ambassador Suites Hotel. 

Porcao is an exceptional 
Brazilian-style restaurant 
devoted mostly to 
meat-“porcao” means steak- 
house in Portuguese. 

Panoramic views of 
Biscayne Bay and down- 
town skyscrapers are offered 
to all the diners through 
huge ceiling to floor win- 
dows in an elegant marble- 
floored dining room. The 
huge dining room bustled 
with constant activity. 

Guests feasted on salads and 
meats and sampled the 
unlimited gourmet buffet, 
which included such fillers 
as pickled quail eggs, mari- 
nated onions and an entire 
Pig- 

An onslaught of 
graceful waiters bearing 
hunks of deliciously bronzed 
meat on skewers scrambled 
from table to table, slicing it 
to order for the carnivorous 
diners. Choices of meat 
included lamb, bacon 
wrapped filet mignon, 
chicken hearts and drum- 
sticks, and sirloin steaks 
grilled, skewered, and 
sliced right at your table and as much as you could 
possibly eat. 

Then it was time to make room for dessert 
carts with New York- style cheesecakes, flan, gourmet 
pies and sweet whipped creme topped mousse. The 
restaurant played live Brazilian jazz music to get you 
into a samba mood, but it was challenging to carry on 
conversations. 


If you don’t already know, Zachary is the 
son of Junior and June Battiest of the Hollywood 
Rezervation. They have seven children together: eld- 
est son Zachary, brother Spencer 15, and daughters, 
Ashley Crosby, 21, Taylor, 11, Turquoise, 9, Coral, 8, 
and little Petra, 16 months old. 

Zachary promised to be true to his sweet- 
heart Missy Olivarez 16, from LaBelle, Fla. He nerv- 
ously presented her with his and hers gold promise 
rings and she delightfully accepted the ring. They met 
almost a year ago for the first time at the Big Cypress 
Church and fell in love at first sight. 

Zachary received beautiful presents, cards 
and jewelry from his loving family and close friends. 
He was so happy to be celebrating his birthday with 
his family, friends and his faith. 


The late Gustavus “Pete” Baker was June 
Battiest’ s father and grandfather to Zachary. Pete had 
a beautiful hand-made favorite Seminole Patch jacket 
which was about five years old. On this, his 17th 
birthday, the eldest male child of the Battiest family 
was presented with his grandfather’s jacket which he 

wore with great 
pride. 

Zach, as 
he likes to be 
called, recently 
won the toughest 
football player 
Challenger 
Award from the 
Hollywood 
Christian 
Academy, in 
Hollywood 
where he is one 
of the smallest 
members of the 
team. This young 
athlete takes his 
junior year in 
academics seri- 
ously while also 
juggling to play 
defensive line- 
backer and offen- 
sive fullback for 
his high school 
football team. 

As a 

professional 
drummer since 
the age of 9, he 
has always been 
in demand play- 
ing drums which 
has made him 
popular among 
his peers. Zach 
also owns and 
operates his own 
DJ Company and 
puts on shows 
for local parties 
and Seminole 
Gym sporting 
events, besides Zach loves kids and they respond well 
to him and his music. He’s been busy finding 
resources to start a stage lighting company. 

This responsible young man makes every 
effort to be a positive role model for the younger kids. 
Zachary trains hard and hopes to attend a big 
University to play football someday after he graduates 
from Hollywood Christian Academy. 

Junior Battiest, said he 
hopes his son will grow up to be a 
Seminole Tribal leader someday and 
is grateful for all the blessings he has 
been fortunate to receive. He’s very 
proud of Zachary and all his kids, but 
feels that Zach has changed almost 
overnight and matured into a young 
man. 

Junior said his son has 
matured into a positive role model 
because of his strong Christian faith 
and his closely knit family. 

His father said, “When June 
was about 3 months pregnant with 
Zach we were so excited to be having 
a baby.” 

Unfortunately, we were 
called to the hospital because testing 
had revealed a serious medical prob- 
lem. The physician told us the shock- 
ing news that we were going to have 
a severe deformed baby with spina 
bifida. The doctor suggested we ter- 
minate the pregnancy, but we would 
be able to have healthy babies later. 

“We were so shocked to 
hear a doctor say this to us, to termi- 
nate a life was against our basic 
Christian beliefs,” Junior said. “The 
Bible tells us that God is a great 
physician and we believed that God 
would take care of us.” 

After serious family consultations and pray- 
ing everyday and night with the family and the grand- 
parents, Junior and June decided to carry the pregnan- 
cy through. A few weeks later the doctor ran one 
more test, a sonogram. The team of doctors could not 
find a trace of any type of disease or deformity, the 
fetus was clear and healthy. 

“So I believe that God touched my son 
Zachary and healed him,” he said. 

Junior Battiest affirms that because of his 
families strong Christian faith in God, Zachary was 
saved, and is here today, sharing all the love and faith 
with his family and friends on his special day, his 
birthday, now that’s a Christmas story. 




Felix DoBosz 


(L-R) June, Zachary and Junior Battiest at the party. 
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The children watched a movie in the Youth Center, and tried to stay awake. 


Big Fun at the Recreation Lock-In 




By Tony Heard 

HOLLYWOOD — It was 

a night of fun to remember for kids 
and adults. Dec. 22 at 6:30 p.m. the 
Seminole Recreation department 
and Youth Center teamed up for a 
Christmas lock-in. 

For those of you out there 
who are not familiar with how a 
lock-in works let me explain short 
and sweet. Once the doors are 
locked and everyone has been 
checked in, no one is allowed to 
come in or leave until the designat- 
ed time, which in this case was 7 
a.m. the next morning. 

Recreation staffers Carlos 
Adamson, Tony Heard, Jose 
Herrera, Gladys Herrera, Maria 
Ramos, Kevin Herrera and Youth 
Center staff members Nathan 
“Dino” Doctor and Patricia 
Robinson got together to arrange a 
schedule of events for the kids. 

Considering the age limits were from seven through 
17, the activities had to cater to all different ages and 
personalities. 


A fun game of musical chairs. 


Once the bingo games 
came to an end it was time for 
the surprise event of the morn- 
ing: the pillow fight! Ten min- 
utes placed on the clock and a 
free for all began, brothers and 
sisters going at it, girls versus 
guys, and the kids even teamed 
up to try and get a few of the 
staff members. It was definitely 
something for the memory 
books. 

Following the great pil- 
low fight we started up another 
movie for the kids to watch and 
then were prepared to announce 
the winners of the Stay Awake 
contest, everyone was a contest- 
ant. In the end only 12 kids 
were winners who did not go to 
sleep the entire lock-in. Shortly 
after they received their Indian 
Bucks, staff members started 
the much anticipated auction. 
The lock-in staff had compiled a nice variety 
of items to be auctioned off. Some items were for 
boys, and some just for girls, items for anyone and 
everyone who had the Indian bucks to 
place a bid. 

The auction was very exciting 
with kids bidding everything they had to 
try to win the item of their choice. Some 
succeeded and a few did not, by the end of 
it all I think everyone had a great time. 

Dakota Tiger and Marsha 
Osceola won a game boy advance; 

Marissa Osceola took home the Barbie® 
doll and gift certificate; Konrod Jones 
won the football game and Chris Hunter 
ended up winning the remote controlled 
Hummer H2. He had lots of help from 
friends; his sister Lacey Jordan voluntarily 
helped him out by giving her whole stash 
to him. 


Patricia Robinson 

Chris Hunter eating pizza. 


Patiria Robinson 





Ms. Pat (left) playing a fun game with the girls. 


When the doors locked the final head count 
ended up at 32 kids, which is about what was expect- 
ed. If the kids are going to be up having fun all night 
long, it is essential to have 
some food. Therefore, Mr. 

M’s subs were called upon to 
bring delicious subs, fruits, 
and cookies for the event. 

To give a little vari- 
ety we ordered a few pizzas, 
for those who wanted that 
extra little boost for the late 
night hours. All the drinks 
were provided by Marl 
Osceola, who brought a great 
variety and plenty to go 
around. 

While the kids were 
eating we explained the 
concept of “Indian Bucks,” 
which was play money that 

all the kids received for coming. They also received 
Indian Bucks for participating and winning events 
throughout the night. The object of the evening was to 
see how many Indian Bucks each child could win and 
that much more to spend at the auction in the wee 
hours of the morning. 

After everyone ate and settled down a little 
bit, the first game took 
place. What better way 
to kick off the night than 
with a kickball game. 

The lock-in staff divided 
the kids up who wanted 
to play. Then an intense 
game of homerun kicks, 
stolen bases and exciting 
catches took place. 

For those kids 
who did not want to play 
kick ball there was a 
movie playing in the 
youth center for their 
enjoyment. After that the 
video games and pool 
tournament started. 

Pretty much every kid in 
the gym got involved in 

these two events. The 

few who did not play 

pool or video games played a little bingo with Ms. 

Pat and others shot a few hoops. 

Following the tournament the time had come 
for the multi-game portion of 
the night. Musical chairs, 
knockout, a football toss com- 
petition, a very entertaining 
dance contest, and an intense 
game of Simon Says; it was 
great! 

The lock-in staff gave 
the kids a little free time con- 
sidering it was about 3 a.m., 
which was a little relaxation 
time for the staff also who had 
been going 100 miles an hour 
all night, so far. After the brief 
thirty minutes of free time the 
bingo game started. Three quick 
games, with Indian Bucks up 
for grabs, made the games high- 
ly competitive. 


“I was amazed at the turnout that 
we had for the lock-in and extremely pleased with t 
the participation we got from the youth,” Carlos 
Adamson said at the conclusion of the lock-in. “The 


Patricia Robinson 


lock-in was put together in an effort to attract more 
youth to recreation and it was a complete success. 
Recreation is committed to provide more programs 
and activities to have more kids involved with the 
recreation program, and I think the Christmas lock-in 
was a great start.” 

The kids behaved themselves for the most 
part, but kids will be kids and the 
staff was wonderful. Everyone 
who attended I’m sure will be 
looking forward to the next one. 
Lock In Results: 

Pool Tournament: 1 . 
Kendrick Osceola, 2. Samuel 
“Chris” Hunter, 3. Ethan Cypress. 

Video Game Tourney: 
NBA Street V3: 1. Josh Cypress, 
2. Dakota Tiger, 3. Ethan 
Cypress; Tekken ‘04: 1. Konrod 
Jones, 2. Huston Osceola, 3. Josh 
Cypress; Nascar ‘06: 1. Josh 
Cypress, 2. Maleah Isaac, 3. 

Ethan Cypress. 

Dance Contest Winners: 
Girl: Marsha Osceola; Boy: 
Legus Bowers. 

Stay Awake Contest 
Winners: Lee Stewart, Marsha 
Osceola, Konrod Jones, Austin 
John, Chris Hunter, Lacey Jordan, Maleah Isaac, 
Gharret Smith, Chloe Smith, Dakota Tiger, Jamie 


Patricia Robinson 

Xbox® and PlayStation® tournaments in 
the Youth Center. 


Tiger, Isabel Tucker. 


Patricia Robinson 

The gals couldn’t hang with the big dogs and fell asleep in the corner. 
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Gospel Music’s Best Featured at Free Family Christmas Event in Big Cypress 





By Susan Etxebarria 

BIG CYPRESS — Four outstanding Florida-based gospel 
music groups performed at the Christmas Gospel Concert at Big Cypress 
on Dec. 10. 

The professional stage and sound system was strategically set in 
the middle of the rodeo rounds and the audience had excellent close up 


Glory Bound, a quartet of musicians from the Big Cypress First Indian Baptist Church, 


vocals group whose pure southern gospel hand clapping 
music reaches a heavenly harmony. The famed group 
originated in 1947. 

Among the highlights of the concert was a spe- 
cial performance by the sensational 15 -year-old Seminole 
vocalist Spencer Battiest. The teen took first place in a 
national youth talent show last 
summer in which he competed 
against 2,000 contestants. Spencer 
is the son of Junior Battiest who is 
well known as one of the original 
Battiest Family Singers. 

“There’s no greater joy 
than watching your own son 
singing gospel with you,” said 
Junior who has been singing 
gospel for 35 years. 

Junior, and his band of 
gospel singers, created a new 
group called Native Voice that 
perpetuates the original Battiest 
legacy with its fun, energetic and 
joyful sound. 

Andrea Samuels, Vandel 
Samuels, and Junior sang to the 
accompaniment of 17-year-old 
drummer Zachary Battiest and 
Rick Car on keyboard. Junior 
spoke to the audience about his 
love for gospel music. 

“I think there is no 
greater music than gospel,” he 
said. “It gives you peace to listen 
to it.” 

Andy Jackson, Willie 
Johnson and Kenneth Layton 
sang Klassique’s vocals. One 
audience member, 14-year-old Ernesto Pena, who attends 
the First Baptist Church at Big Cypress, said he really 
enjoyed the music of Klassique. 

“They have good rhythm. They sound good,” Pena said. “The 


seats under a giant canopy. Moses Jumper Jr. emceed the concert starting 
at 1 p.m. 

He welcomed the crowd saying: “I was watching CNN this 
morning. There’s people up north that can’t even get out of their houses 
because of the snow and here we are in the 
beautiful sun at Big Cypress.” 

After the national anthem was 
sung by Rossana Parodi of Miami, Jumper 
asked elder Jack Micco of Brighton to offer 
the opening prayer. Micco was on stage 
with the warm up act of singers called 
Glory Bound and he played the tambourine. 

Glory Bound is a quartet of singers 
from Big Cypress’ First Baptist Church; 
featuring Marie Phillips, Brenda 
Hummingbird, Maxine and Jonah Cypress. 

“Just think, I get to hear that every 
Sunday,” Moses Jumper Jr. told the crowd. 

The local church singers got 
everyone in the spirit for an afternoon of 
wonderful music featuring three highly 
acclaimed national touring groups known as 
Native Voice, Klassique and Florida Boys. 

Native Voice is an American 
Indian group from Seminole, Choctaw and 
Cherokee heritages. Their style is contem- 
porary, high energy with dramatic move- 
ment on stage. 

Klassique, of West Palm Beach, 

Fla., is an African American group whose 
smooth style is punctuated occasionally 
with a finger snapping rhythm and blues 
sound. 

Florida Boys is a traditional male No. 1 recording artists, The Florida Boys at the BC Gospel Fest. 


Gospel musicians Klassique entertain the crowd. 


West Palm Beach group’s most unusual rendition was a showstopper 
titled ‘Sow The Seed.’ “ 

Klassique mesmerized the audience with their dazzling 
stage show and their twist of original contemporary songs. 

Three of the four Florida Boys have been singing sweet 
gospel for more than 50 years. With No. 1 hits like “Standing on the 
Solid Rock,” “When He Was On The Cross, I Was On His Mind,” 
“Lead Me To The Altar” and “I Lean On You Lord” this legendary 
group has recorded some 100 albums and attained a following of 
devoted listeners. 

The group is based out of Pensacola. Their barbershop 
quartet ensemble features four vocalists and two musicians: Glen 
Allred, baritone and guitar, Gene McDonald, Josh Garner, lead, Les 
Beasley, Harold Reed and Darrell Stewart, piano. 

Glen Allred recently received Southern Gospel music’s 
most prestigious prize, the Marvin Norcross Award at this year’s 
National Quartet Convention. Readers of Singing News magazine 
voted Favorite Bass Gene McDonald. 

The Florida Boys’ national television appearances consist 
of The Today Show, TNN’s Prime Time Country, Crook & Chase, 
Gaither Homecoming Videos and their own Gospel Singing Jubilee, 
which they hosted for many years. The Florida Boys are in the 
Gospel Music Association Hall Of Fame as a group. 

In addition to the music there were food booths and chil- 
dren’s attractions such as face painting and a bounce house. Under 
the large chickees at the rodeo grounds were tables of beautiful arts 
and crafts by Mabel Jim and Carol Cypress, Maggie Porter and 
Agnes Bowers. 

This special free event for all the communities and sur- 
rounding neighboring towns was very nicely organized by Nery 
Susan Exteberria Mejicano and sponsored by the Big Cypress Representative David 
Cypress and Chairman Mitchell Cypress. 



£fotecLyourself from 
making a mistake. 


Practice these simple phrases! 


JJ 


“No, you can’t search my car. 

"No, you can’t search my home." 
"No, I don’t want to talk with you.” 
"Call my lawyer!" 


Call Guy Seligman 

954-760-7600 


24 hours a day 
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Successfully Treating 

* Neck Pain 

• Lower Back Pain 

* Headaches 

* Leg & Arm Pain 
1 Joint Pain 

* Muscle Pain 
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* & CONSULTATION 1 


TO ALL TRIBAL CITIZENS 
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Auto Accident Pain 


Wife accept your insurance plan, PFO's, 
IDS. Medicare, -Mo insurance. 


Dr. Rush Can Help You! 

Dr. Brian C. Rush 
Chiropractic Physician 
10830 Fines Blvd. * Pembroke Pines 
{954) 432-5006 
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The Adult Basic Education Program presents: 

Computers 301: 

Fundamental Spreadsheet Skills 


This course is designed for new computer users. The objective of this 
course is to provide fundamentals of all basic computer programs includ- 
ing word processing and spreadsheet, etc. Many fundamental skills will 
be covered in this class including the foundation to accessing emails, and 
keyboard skills. This is the third class offered in this series and will build 
upon the knowledge gained in the second class. This class is required for 
future classes that will be offered in advanced Word Processing, Excel 
Spreadsheet, Charting, PowerPoint, and Outlook. 

It will be held for two days on January 10th and 12th, 2006 (Tuesday and 
Thursday) from 10 am - 3 pm. at the Family Investment Center in Big 
Cypress, Room 215 on the second floor. 

Free to all adult Tribal members! Please fill out below for enrollment and 
return by January 6th, 2006. By reservation only and space is limited. 
Must be at least 18 years of age. 


Last Name: 


First Name: 


Address: 


Contact Phone: 
Reservation: 


Please return to: Jasmine Porter, Adult Education Administrator 
Family Services Department, Seminole Tribe of Florida 
3100 N. 63rd Ave., Hollywood, FL, 33024. Or fax to 954.893.8856. 
For further information, please call 954.989.6840 ext. 1313. 
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Susan Etxebarria 

“It’s good to get tased so if I have to go to court I can tell the judge I went to this course and I know 
what it feels like.” - Officer Powell Morris, Big Cypress. 


Seminole Police Trains to Use Tasers 




By Susan Etxebarria 

BIG CYPRESS — The use of X-26 Tasers 
by the Seminole Police Department (SPD) is new 
within the last three months. The Seminole Tribune 
was invited to observe 1 7 officers taking a taser train- 
ing class on Dec. 8. 

Approximately 70 SPD officers have 


received training so far. If any Seminole citizen has 
questions about the use of tasers, they can be assured 
that there are policies and protocols in place guiding 
the judicial use of the tasers. Anyone with a fascina- 
tion regarding the subject of tasers can go to the Taser 
International website, www.taser.com, for more facts. 

SPD believes tasers help save lives or pre- 


vent injuries caused by violent or combative people 
that frequent places like Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & 
Casinos and other casino properties where thousands 
of happy-go-lucky tourists and guests visit daily. The 
advantage of using a taser to stop a suspect who 
refuses to comply with orders, or tries to flee the 
scene, is the key consideration; it’s better to tase than 
shoot. 

The training is an eight hour class and every 
officer who voluntarily takes the class is required to 
experience the electric shock of the taser so they will 
understand how it feels. If not, they won’t be certified 
to carry the weapon. Getting tazed is a badge of honor 
in the ranks. Getting zapped by a taser is an unpleas- 
ant experience. 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress took the time to 


drop by the taser classes being held at the Big 
Cypress Family Investment Center on Dec. 7 to 
observe SPD officers in training on that given day. 

“I encourage the SPD to update their equip- 
ment, especially equipment needed to control the peo- 
ple they arrest,” said Cypress. “I saw a demonstration 
and it is clear you have a got a choice. A suspect can 
either comply with the 
police or get a taste of the 
taser. Our law enforcement 
is there to protect us,” he 
said “In the long run the 
taser can save lives. It can 
prevent someone from being 
shot. In just a few seconds 
someone out of control and 
in a state of anger can be 
controlled and no one is 
hurt.” 

Sergeant D. 

Zamora, head of the SPD 
Training Unit, was certified 
by Taser International to be 
an instructor in taser train- 
ing. The use of tasers was 
initially controversial but 
now there are more than 
8,600 police departments in 
the U.S. and overseas that 
have added tasers to their 
weapons arsenal. The class 
Zamora teaches includes a 
test at the end of a day after 
lectures, films, and lots of 
hands on training with the 
taser gun. 

Zamora provided 
the class with a power point 
presentation that shows how 
tasers provide non-injurious 
solutions to violent con- 
frontations that enable law 
enforcement officers to 
protect themselves while 
minimizing injury or death. 
Numerous news clips taped 
for the evening news by various TV stations through- 
out the country were viewed showing tasers being 
successfully used in some very dramatic situations 
including several suicide attempts and hostage taking 
incidents. 

Most police officers want to go home to their 
families. Tasers provide them with a little extra insur- 
ance. Most violent con- 
frontations on the streets do 
not justify the use of lethal 
force, but no one should 
have to be exposed to the 
risk of injury from physical 
confrontation with a violent 
combatant. Tasers increase 
the safety of law enforce- 
ment officers, decrease sus- 
pect injuries, improve com- 
munity relations, reduce liti- 
gation and police depart- 
ment medical and liability 
insurance costs, and have 
saved thousands of lives. 

There was no 
doubt the SPD officers in 
training were apprehensive 
about being tased during the 
practice sessions. The offi- 
cers knew it would hurt. 

But, it seems it’s not too 
painful. After each officer 
finally got up off the floor 
there were a few laughs 
from relief. 

Humans in uniform 
have the same response as 
humans out of uniform. 

They were each and every 
one incapacitated by the 
taser. 

The taser gun itself 
is a high tech weapon that 
looks unusual and threaten- 
ing but it is a less than 
lethal option. The taser is 
deployed in an effort to 
effectively reduce officer 
and suspect injuries by 
stopping threats from a dis- 
tance. 

The taser is a con- 
ductive energy weapon that 
propels wires to conduct 
energy that affects the sensory and motor functions of 
the central nervous system. It delivers 50 thousand 
volts of electricity, however, it delivers only 0.036 
amps, making it a safe and effective alternative to 
lethal force, according to Zamora. 

The taser has over a 94 percent success rate, 
and according to Taser International no deaths have 
ever been attributed to the use of taser technology. 

Tasers are not a pain compliance device. All 
previous less lethal weapons such as pepper spray 
have worked on pain compliance, which can be over- 
come by drugs, alcohol, emotionally disturbed per- 
sons or by focused combative individuals. The X-26 
Taser does not rely on pain to achieve compliance; it 
overrides the central nervous system and achieves 
incapacitation. 


Susan Etxebarria 

“It felt horrendous but I would rather be tazed than maced. Mace affects 
you a lot longer.” - Officer Emily Maxwell. 


Susan Etxebarria 

“It felt like something latched on to me and I couldn’t move. As a woman 
police officer it is a great tool because we are not as muscular as men; not 
as strong. With this we can apprehend a suspect and go home safely to our 
families.” - Officer Della Abraham, Hollywood. 


The police know your rights - do you? 
Call my office for a free consultation 

Richard Castillo 

954 - 522-3500 

24 HOURS A DAY 


For fifteen years i have protected rights 

LIKE YOURS. MY OFFICE DEFENDS DUI'S, DRUG 
OFFENSES, suspended license, domestic 

VIOLENCE, AND ALL FELONIES AND MISDEMEANORS- 

The hi.nng uf ar attorney is ar important densic^ - tha^ ahcjld nst be based stdefy 
upon advertisement. Rlchanrt Canti-o wortfed as a Public Defender in 0 
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I n 1&9S ha was wise the Tria Attorney of the year. Ha graduated fmm 
Capital University In 1309 emd admitted in tire Fliyda In 1300, 

Feceral Bar in 1392, anS the Federal Tria- Bar in 1934 
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HAVE YOU BEEN INJURED? 


Automobile Accidents 
Medical Negligence 
Nursing Home Abuse/ 

Neglect 
Slip & Falls 

Anthony Tony 11 Scalese 
T riba! Me m ber Pueblo of laleLa 


As a Native American, i respect your 
special needs and concerns. lf_you or 
a family member have been injured, 
please call for a free, confidential 
consultation. No fee unless money 
recovered. We will work to protect 
your legal rights. 

30 years of trial experience 

The Law Offices of 
Collier & Scalcsc 
(954) 436-6200 

439 MW, 70 Avc, Suite 106, Plantation, Florida 33317 

The hiring ?f a lawyer Is an important decision that should not bo based solely upon advertisements. 

Before you decide, ask us to send you five written Information about our qualifications and experience. 
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Museum’s Annual Strategic Planning Retreat 

Museum Department Initiates Rich Cultural 
Exchange Experience in Northern New Mexico 


By Tina Marie Osceola, Executive Director 

TAOS PUEBLO, N.M. — As the Chevrolet 
Yukon left the Albuquerque International Airport 
rental car terminal late on Nov. 28, 2005, the tempera- 
ture had plummeted to 27 degrees. Museum staff had 
looked at each other in bewilderment, wondering how 
their Florida blood was going to survive in these 


frigid temperatures. 

As the vehicles paraded up 1-25 and on to St. 
Francis Drive in Santa Fe, N.M., the temperature had 
dropped at least five degrees, and by early the next 
morning it was a freezing one degree outside the 
Kachina Lodge in Taos, N.M. 

The frigid temperatures soon fell from every- 
one’s mind because of the warm reception from the 
Taos Pueblo and the community of Taos. Eighteen 
employees of the Museum department traveled to 
Taos for two reasons; the first, to host their annual 
Strategic Planning Retreat and the second, to repre- 
sent Chairman Mitchell Cypress for the initiation of a 
cultural exchange opportunity. 

Last year, the Museum department experi- 
enced its first Strategic Planning Session in St. 
Augustine, Fla. The staff at hand created a mission 
statement and six goals and objectives that covered a 
three-year period of time. 

The staff met again mid-year to share the 
progress each member had made during the first six 
months of the plan. Once in Taos, the museum staff 
was assigned the responsibility of updating the plan to 
include at least ten goals that spanned a five year time 
period. 

The Museum department will submit its first 
application for Accreditation to the American 
Association of Museums in June of 2006. One of the 
major factors when being considered for accreditation 
is institutional planning and whether or not the muse- 
um is sustainable. The Strategic Planning Process has 
the Tribal museum project well on its way down the 
path to accreditation! 

During the summer of 2004, museum staff 
was on a tour of the eight northern pueblos of New 
Mexico. At this time Tina Osceola came upon an old 
friend, Richard Archuleta, a Taos Pueblo Tribal citi- 
zen and the Tribe’s tourism director. 

Richard and Tina began sharing stories of 
what they each do and technology was a large part of 
the discussion. The Seminole Tribe of Florida’s Ah- 


Tah-Thi-Ki Museum uses collection management 
software called Past Perfect. 

This software allows the museum academic 
staff to collect, preserve and protects the Tribe’s 
archival and artifact collection. This same software 
also has applications for museum membership, visi- 
tors and tour coordination. It was during this discus- 


sion that Richard shared the story of his people and 
how rich and valuable their cultural assets are in rela- 
tionship to their financial assets. 

The Taos Pueblo is deeply involved in legal 
battles over water rights and access to their traditional 
natural resources. The United States 
government stole the Blue Lake area 
from the Taos people in 1906 and it 
wasn’t until 1971 that the Blue Lake 
was returned. Their story of struggle is 
documented through photos, news arti- 
cles, and artifacts collected by individ- 
ual members of the Taos Pueblo, but not 
necessarily by the Tribe. 

The stories of struggle and sur- 
vival resonated in the heads of those 
present and upon returning to Florida, 

Tina Osceola shared some of these sto- 
ries with Chairman Cypress who agreed 
to sponsor a gift of computer equipment 
and the Past Perfect Software to allow 
the people of Taos Pueblo to begin an 
archival program for their Tribe. 

Curator of Collections at Ah- 
Tah-Thi-Ki Anne McCudden worked 
with Mario Silva, of the Tribe’s infor- 
mation and technology department to 
order the hardware and software for the 
Taos Pueblo. 

During the Museum depart- 
ment’s mid-year strategic planning 
meeting, staff decided to travel to Taos 
for its annual retreat and it was decided 
that during this trip, the museum staff 
and a representative from the 
Chairman’s Office would travel to the 
Taos Pueblo to make the presentation. 

The plans went into motion 
and it was on Nov. 28-29 that the staff began arriving 
in Taos to make preparations for the week of events: 


Tuesday, November 29, 2005: Anne 
McCudden, Gretchen DeBree and Dorian Lange from 
the Seminole Tribe of Florida’s, met with Richard 
Archuleta and they began setting up the computer 
equipment in the Pueblo’s Tourism Office. The equip- 
ment consisted of a scanner, laptop and desktop com- 
puter. Tina Osceola and Sheri Mausen spent the day 
preparing for the week. 

Wednesday, November 30, 2005: Richard 
Archuleta and Marcy Winters greeted the staff from 
the Museum department and gave a brief introduction 
about their Tribe and what they would experience on 
their tour of the pueblo. 

Richard Archuleta, Anne McCudden, Tina 
Osceola, Joseph Guerue, and Ciara Billie- 
Guerue were invited to appear on “Pueblo 
Perspectives,” a 30 minute local radio talk 
show, in an effort to tell the community about 
the gift from Chairman Cypress to the Taos 
Pueblo. 

As a person sits in the studio, they 
are not surrounded by the dark room of black 
Styrofoam egg cartons... rather; they look out 
a large picture window overlooking the tran- 
quil Sangre de Cristo Mountains. Spectacular. 

Following their radio debut, Richard 
and the group met up with the rest of the 
Museum staff at the Taos Pueblo. Marcy had 
taken them on a tour of their chapel and 
pueblo grounds. Most found it very comfort- 
able inside of the small shops and galleries 
owned by Tribal citizens and open to the pub- 
lic. 

Some vendors had oven bread, cook- 
ies, and of course hot chocolate and coffee to 
warm visitors up during their stay at the 
pueblo. The pueblos are more than a thousand 
years old and electric and solar power is not 
allowed. The pueblo people believe that the 
sun gives enough of its power to the earth and 
that it is not right to take or harness any more of its 
energy. 

Upon filling up on cookies, bread and hot 
chocolate, not to mention spending plenty of money 
at the shops, Richard and Marcy led everyone out to 
the Pueblo’s Buffalo Herd Pastures. The group was 
joined Naples Tribal Council Liaison O.B. Osceola Jr. 
and his fiancee, Angela Burger. The group filed out of 
the pueblo compound and headed straight for open 
pastureland. 

The pueblo has approximately 120 head of 
buffalo in its herd and is frequently consulted about 
the traditional uses and care of the incredible crea- 
tures. The Museum’s Development Coordinator 
Dorian Lange and the Museum’s Executive Assistant 
Sheryl Mausen weren’t afraid to get up front and per- 


sonal with the buffalo herd, standing only about 10 to 
12 feet from one of the herd. 

While out in the buffalo pasture, we began to 
hear a faint rumbling. No, it wasn’t the buffalo about 
to stomp; it was the staff’s appetites! The staff eagerly 
descended upon the Tiwa Kitchen, a restaurant owned 
by members of the pueblo, for a traditional feast day 
meal. 

The owners prepared a beef stew and red 
chili with fry bread and oven bread to accompany the 
meal. Those who had a sweet tooth tried the choke 
cherry preserves on their fry bread. The dessert was 
also something different for most. . .prune pies. 

Following the excursion to the pueblo, the 
Museum’s Operation Manager Gene Davis took over 
the group and led them back inside the Kachina 
Lodge Meeting Room for an intense training session. 
Gene presented a team-building 
and group-think exercise called 
“The Abilene Paradox.” The slo- 
gan at the end of the day was 
“Skip the Trip.” 

The purpose of the 
training is to teach people not to 
go with the flow, for whatever 
reason, in an organization and 
that the tendency to follow one 
another without open and honest 
communication will lead every- 
one down a path that is counter- 
productive and inefficient. The 
Road to Abilene is paved with 
complacency and resentment, 
both of which will prevent the 
Tribe’s museum from accom- 
plishing its goals. 

During the afternoon 
training session, the Chairman’s 
Legal Advisor Marcia Green 
arrived in Taos and began setting 
up the official presentation to the 
Pueblo’s Governor Ruben 
Romero. In the Pueblo culture, 
the chairman of their Tribe is 
called the governor. 

During the late afternoon the museum staff 
gathered together and returned to the Pueblo 
Government Offices and first met with the Tribe’s tra- 
ditional leaders: War Chief Leonard Archuleta and 
Lieutenant War Chief Joseph Concha. 

The war chiefs manage and govern the 
pueblo’s natural resources and gave Richard permis- 
sion to allow the museum department to tour the 500 
acre buffalo program. 

Following the visit with the war chief, the 
staff was led into the Governor’s Conference Room 
where they met with Governor Ruben Romero, 
Lieutenant Governor David Gomez, Secretary 
Lawrence Lujan and Second Sheriff Jeff Romancito. 
Marcia Green and Tina Osceola presented the gover- 
nor with a letter from Chairman Cypress, read aloud 
for all to hear. 


Wednesday was definitely a full day and was 
one to be remembered for a lifetime by all who were 
able to participate. 

Museum Community Outreach Coordinator 
Brian Zepeda said, “We learned a lot from our host 
tribe about caring and what it means to still struggle 
with the things that we take for granted in our every- 
day lives. We go about our own business not giving 
much thought to the other tribes in the United States 
that are still fighting the fight for land, water and the 
right to be federally recognized.” 

Thursday, December 1, 2005: Thursday 
began a full day of intensive meetings and discus- 
sions. The staff was first tasked with reviewing the 


current Mission Statement as established at last year’s 
session. First, the staff decided upon revisions and 
then continued on to the review, edit and addition of 
new goals and objectives. 

The revised Mission Statement of the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida’s museum department is as 
follows: “The Seminole Tribe of Florida’s Ah-Tah- 
Thi-Ki Museum collects, preserves, protects and 
interprets Seminole culture and history-inspiring an 
appreciation and understanding of the Seminole peo- 
ple.” 

During the morning session, Richard showed 
up and passed on the word that the governor had 
invited the Tribal member staff and the academic staff 
to return to the pueblo and to appear before the Tribal 
Council. The staff was advised that the Seminole 

Tribe of Florida was only the second 
outside group to be invited into the 
Tribal Council Chambers for a for- 
mal presentation. 

For those who were able to 
attend, it was an incredibly humbling 
feeling. 

Museum Community 
Outreach Specialist Karie Osceola 
said, “Being the second group invit- 
ed into the council chambers during 
a meeting was such an honor, it 
made me feel proud. I am happy to 
have been a part of the museum staff 
and to bring the Taos pueblo people 
any kind of help I can’t put any emo- 
tion or words that can describe it.” 

Five o’clock quickly 
descended upon the group, but the 
day wasn’t over. Richard had 
arranged the group to tour a commu- 
nity kitchen established by the Taos 
Economic Development Board. As 
we arrived, the aroma of fresh apples 
enveloped the hungry group. The 
group was greeted by Marlene and 
Mercedes, two of the kitchen’s 
administrative staff who were bust- 
ing at the seams to tell the group 
their story and to share some of the 
food and apple cider produced in the 
kitchen. 

The town of Taos and its 
surrounding communities are home to a large number 
of folks whose economic mainstay is a home-based 
business, known as a cottage industry. These individu- 
als or families may use this kitchen to cook or pro- 
duce large quantities of their goods for resale purpos- 
es. 

The staff at this facility also offers services 
such as how to create a business plan and some mar- 
keting tips such as website development. This kitchen 
puts a lot of food on the table. . .in more than one way. 

Friday, December 2, 2005: “T.G.I.F” does- 
n’t even begin to describe the final day of training. 
Although most final days are abbreviated, the muse- 
um staff began at the usual 7:30 a.m. and ended at 
5:30 p.m. Friday morning the Museum department 
was afforded the invaluable opportunity to talk to 
David Hurst Thomas, curator of anthropology, from 


the American Museum of Natural History in New 
York City. 

Thomas is also the author of a noted book 
entitled “Skull Wars.” From the moment of his entry 
into the Kachina Lodge’s meeting room, he had each 
and every person’s undivided attention. His presenta- 
tion was captivating, thought-provoking, and inspir- 
ing. 

Thomas discussed the history of anthropolo- 
gy and Indian Tribes in the U.S. and also the impact 
of Native American Graves Protection and 
Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) on the relationship 
between the scientific world of anthropology and 
archaeology and traditional practices and beliefs of 
Indian Tribes. 

This presentation was probably one of the 

❖ See MUSEUM, page 7 
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Tina Marie Osceola 


The Land 



Tina Marie Osceola 

Richard Archuleta taking Dorian Lange and Sheryl Mausen’s photograph 
while staff watches. . . some from afar. 



Tina Marie Osceola 

Richard Archuleta standing addressing the staff. 



Left to Right: Marcia Green, Joseph Concha, Leonard Archuleta 
and Tina Osceola 
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Continued from page 6 


most important opportunities 
afforded to the Museum depart- 
ment because not only did it arm 
staff with information but it also 
armed staff with the tools to 
become emotionally attached to the 
mission of the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida’s historic and cultural 
preservation goals. 

Friday afternoon was ded- 
icated to how do we, the Museum 
department, get the word out about 
the Tribe’s Museum and Historic 
Preservation efforts. Tribal 
Marketing Director Lucy Evanicki 
summarized the tourism and mar- 
keting efforts being accomplished 
by her office and what their mar- 
keting plan was for the upcoming 
year. 

Gary Bitner, Partner, 

Bitner and Goodman, and public 

relations specialist for the 

Seminole Tribe of Florida and 

Seminole Hard Rock, taught the 

museum staff how to create a public relations calendar 

and what kind of information sells. Gary discussed 

packaging stories, writing news releases as well as the 

timing of stories. 

The end of the day and the end of the session 
could not have culminated in a more culturally appro- 
priate way; Richard Archuleta was joined by Tribal 


Pueblo 


Councilman Gilbert Suazo as they performed tradi- 
tional round dance songs for the staff. 

The Taos Pueblo is known for its round 
dance songs and it was very impressive to have two of 
the Tribe’s most renowned composers perform. The 
mood was optimistic, yet riddled with emotion. 

Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum at Okalee Village’s 


administrative Assistant Jean Amritt 
responded, “For me the trip was rather a 
humbling experience. I think we as a group 
had a lot accomplished and once we put 
them into action next year will be ahead of 
the game.” 

Saturday evening Governor 
Romero, Secretary Lujan, Lieutenant 
Governor Gomez and their wives invited 
Council Liaison OB Osceola, Jr. and 
Executive Director Tina Osceola to an 
appreciation dinner at a local restaurant, 
“Bravo!” 

In addition to the wonderful meal, 
the governor made a presentation of gifts 
that were to be brought back to Chairman 
Cypress. These items 
will be presented to the 
chairman during an 
upcoming Council 
Meeting. 

The Strategic 
Planning Session and 
Cultural Exchange 
Program was an over- 
whelming success. 

David Blackard, the 
Tribe’s museum direc- 
tor summed up the 
staff’s response to the 
cultural exchange 
opportunity, “It was indeed a priv- 
ilege to see the Taos Pueblo first 
hand and learn about their heritage 
and history. Even though they are 
separated by most of a continent, I 
was taken by some of the elemen- 
tal similarities between the 


the chairman’s approval, this gift program will contin- 
ue in the future and other Tribes in need may apply 
for consideration through the museum. The experience 
was definitely once in a lifetime and the friendships 
created between the two Tribes will be everlasting. 

In response to the Strategic Planning Process 
and where the Museum Department is at this point in 
their journey, David Blackard states, “The Strategic 
Planning Conference was a profitable, rewarding and 
intense experience. Okay, I admit it. By the end of the 
day on Friday my brain was, well, fried. At the same 
time I came away re-motivated and highly enthused. 

It was indeed invigorating to meet at length with so 
many team members who had a common vision and 
desire to see the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum grow and 
thrive. It was inspirational to hear so many great ideas 


Richard Archuleta talks to the museum staff. 


Tina Marie Osceola 


Upcoming Chickee Builder Workshop 


By Alyssa Jacobs 

BIG CYPRESS — A workshop for chickee 
builders will be held on Jan. 18, 2006 at 2 p.m. in the 
Big Cypress Family Investment Center Learning 
Resource Conference Room. 

It will be hosted by the BC Councilman’s 
Office and Water Resources department. 
Representatives from Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Forestry Division will also be in attendance. 

This workshop is designed to discuss several 
upcoming matters that concern those who utilize nat- 


resources on the Big Cypress reservation for chick- 
ees. Refreshments will be served. 

The Seminole Tribe will be starting an exotic 
nuisance plant removal program in designated areas 
of the “Native Area” on the Big Cypress reservation 
in February. The plant species that will be removed 
include melaleuca and old world climbing fern. This 
removal program is designed to improve the wetland 
habitat in the area. 

Because chickee builders may use the 
“Native Area” to harvest cypress and palm fronds for 
their business, certain requirements will need to be 
met by chickee builders as this removal program 
gets underway. The Seminole Tribe will be report- 
ing to several government agencies regarding the 
success of this exotic plant removal program. 

The Tribal Council approved require- 
ments designed to help the Tribe meet the suc- 
cess measures at its June 17, 2005 meeting. 

This workshop will address the exotic removal 
program and associated requirements. In addi- 
tion, the workshop will discuss future possible 
changes to current harvesting practices. 

It is recommended that chickee 
builders bring the head of their field crew to this 
meeting as well. Both Spanish and Miccosukee 
interpreters will be present. 

If there are any questions that need to be 
addressed prior to the workshop, contact Alyssa 
Jacobs in Water Resources at (863) 902-3200, Ext. 
1413. 


Taos people and the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida 
regarding their responses to the enormous past 
challenges posed to their sovereignty and way of 
life. Although the specifics are a times startling- 
ly different, both peoples were [and are] resolute 
and persistent in preserving their language, cul- 
ture and land. Both have been successful in 
these important endeavors. Both will also con- 
tinue to face challenges concerning the preserva- 
tion of their language and culture in the days to 
come.” 

Museum staff has suggested that with 


from people whose actual museum responsibilities 
vary to such a great extent. Yet they all had valuable 
insights and ideas regarding areas of the museum out- 
side their immediate ‘domain.’ It was extremely grati- 
fying to see a meaningful and worthwhile plan 
emerge. I trust all participants were likewise energized 
and enriched with a sense of our enormous potential. I 
look forward to helping implement the plans devel- 
oped and am eager to see the measure of our progress 
a year from now, Go Team!” 



Tina Marie Osceola 

(L-R): Richard Archuleta, Marcy Winters, Marcia Green, Tina Osceola, Governor Ruben 
Romero, Secretary Lawrence Lujan, Lt. Governor David Gomez and Second Sheriff Jeff 
Romancito 
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ARE YOU READY TO RALLYP 

The Seminole Tribe of Florida Presents 

The 6th Annual neservation Hally 

Hosted by the Hollywood Reservation and Sponsored by NIKI 



FOR REGISTRATION AND INFORMATION 
CONTACT YOUR LOCAL TEAM CAPTAIN 


Hollywood/Ft. Pierce/Trail: 
io North 
Diane Duster 
Holly Tiger 
Francine Osceola 
leoma Poore 
Donnie Motlow 
Wanda Dowers 
Dora Tiger 
Leona Williams 


Dig Cypress: 
Cathy Cypress 
Candy Cypress 
Shelia Dillie 
Rochelle Osceola 


Drighton/Tampa: 
Michele Thomas 
Jodi King 
Lonnie Gore 
Richard Osceola 
Leroy Royet 
Rita Gopher McCabe 


immokalee/Naples: 
AmyYzaguirre 
Gary Mclnturff 
Anne Puente 
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Christmas Youth Basketball Classic 


By Lila Osceola 

HOLLYWOOD — Schools out for the 
Holiday season, let’s play ball! On Dec. 19, 21, the 
Hollywood Gym hosts the Christmas Youth 
Basketball Classic. The 


gym was full of eager 
1 7 and under youth 
basketball teams. 

The 7, 10, and 
14 under teams played 
Tuesday and 
Wednesday, Dec. 20, 
21 . 

Brighton 

brought a school bus 
full of kids to compete 
in this one day tourney. 
As the big yellow bus 
came around the cor- 
ner, the anticipation 
filled the air. 

The 17 & 

under Boys champi- 
onship came down to 
the young Hollywood 
Xtreme versus the big 
Brighton team. The 
game was very scrap- 
py, and physical as the 
Hollywood Xtreme 
couldn’t pull off the 
victory. The final 
score was Hollywood 
Xtreme 38 and 
Brighton 40. The big 


Kaylan Osceola tries to steal the ball from a 
Brighton player. 


onship. The final score was Lady Seminole’s 25, 
Brighton 20. 

Tuesday and Wednesday brought a whole 
new bunch to the gym scene. The days were long 
but very enjoyable. The 
games were very amusing, 
and exciting. 

The 10 & under 
championship game brought 
Hollywood and Big Cypress 
back to the court for another 
rivalry match up. The full 
court press from Big 
Cypress put Hollywood into 
a frenzy. No one on the 
Hollywood team could 
rebound with the power- 
houses of Big Cypress. Big 
Cypress led at halftime 1 1 , 

20. Hollywood might have been 
down but they defi- 
nitely weren’t out. 

The prolific scoring 
of Hunter Osceola 
brought them within 
4, but couldn’t hang 
on and come back. 

The final was 21, 28. 

The 7 & 
under games will 
never let you down. 

The comical, yet 
intenseness of the 
games are so much 


Lila Osceola 


The 7 & Under team; the stars of tomorrow. 


Osceola, Hollywood, Jordan Jones, Brighton, Johnny 
Jones, Brighton, Kareem Roach, Hollywood Xtreme; 


Sportsmanship: Tiesa Franklin, Brighton 

14 & Under Boys: Champions: Hollywood 


Lila Osceola 


guys on the Brighton team were pulling down 
rebounds right and left. 

The 17 & under girls championship game 


fun to watch. It was a Brighton and 
Hollywood showdown. Hollywood had two 
teams and Brighton had one, but those 
three teams thought they were playing for 
the national champi- 


The Brighton 17 & Under team won the championship, 


was Lady Seminoles versus Brighton. The story of the 
day, Lady Seminoles had many girls missing from the 
team therefore some of the younger girls were brought 
up to play on the team like, Courtney Osceola 12, 
Whitney Osceola 12, and Chassidy Harjochee 10. 


onship. Hard work, 
hustle, and lots of 
smiles is the name 
of the game. All 
participants received 
a medal, because 
they are all winners. 

The 14 & 
under girls brought 
two unfamiliar teams 

to the championship 

game. Brighton 
fought their way out of the 
loser’s bracket to face the fast 
paced, Lady Canes. The game 
was scrappy, like diving on the 
floor for loose balls, fighting to 
get position for the rebound, 
you know the fun stuff. The 
Lady Canes led the whole way 
to a final score of 28, 38. 

The fast paced up, 
tempo flow of the 14 & under 
boy’s championship game was 
exciting. Big Cypress came 
out ready to go, led by 1 0 in 
the first couple of minutes. 
Coach Carlos Adamson called 
a quick timeout, and gave the boys a wake up call. 

Put Hollywood Xtreme into a full court man 
to man press defense, and brought the team back. 
Hollywood Xtreme led at halftime 18, 16. Hustle 
plays and defense gave the Xtreme the edge to get by 
the big, scrappy Big Cypress team. The 
final buzzer went off and the 
Hollywood Xtreme won, 38, 25. 

Vivian Delgado provided 
breakfast, lunch and dinner every day 
of the tournament, 
food was great. The 
visitors that came to 
the gym were very 
pleased, “hospitality 
is great,” as some 
spectators said as 
they left the gym. 

“These Indians really 
know how to do it,” 


Lila Osceola 


The 14 & Under boys all tournament team. 
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Mr. Hustle: Kevin 
Hincapie, Hollywood 
Xtreme 

Defense: Jasper 
Hunter, Brighton, 
Sportsmanship, Troy 
Billie, Brighton. 

17 & Under 
Girls: Champions: 
Lady Seminoles, 
Second Place: 
Brighton; All 
Tournament Team: 
Chelsea Mountain, 
Lady Seminoles, 
Nicole Pope, Brighton, 
Evelyn Thompson, 
Brighton, Whitney 
Osceola, Lady 
Seminoles, Meaghan 
Osceola, Lady 
Seminoles; Ms. Hustle, 
Audrey Snow, Lady 
Seminoles, Defense: 
Whitney Osceola, 

Lady Seminoles; 


Lila Osceola 


The Lady Seminoles won the 17 & Under girls championship. 


were some other 
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The Big Cypress 10 & Under champions. 


They held their own against the fierce Brighton team, 
who had brought a lot of players from Clewiston. 

Earlier that day, Brighton beat the Lady 
Seminoles by 9 points. Lady Seminoles fought to 
come out of the loser’s bracket and won the champi- 


comments men- 
tioned. 

This week 
was perfect for bas- 
ketball, kids out of 
school and ready for 
the Holidays. Antsy 
to do something, so 
they came to 
Hollywood for some 
good of healthy 
competition. 

17 & under Boys: 
Champions: Brighton; Second 
Place:, Hollywood Xtreme; All 
Tournament Team: Kevin Hincapi, 
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Hollywood Xtreme, Joseph 


(L-R) Phillip Jones and Ethan Cypress sprint down the court in a heat- 
ed game. 


Xtreme, Second Place: Big Cypress; All 
Tournament Team: Terrell Lane, Hollywood 
Xtreme, Hurley Jackson, Big Cypress, Kevin 
Hincapie, Hollywood Xtreme, Darios Redd, Big 
Cypress, Mike Gass, Hollywood Xtreme; 
Sportsmanship: Chris Penny, Big Cypress; Mr. 
Hustle: Josh Cypress, Hollywood Xtreme; Defense: 
Kevin Hincapie, Hollywood Xtreme. 

14 & Under Girls: Champions: Lady 
Canes, Second Place: Brighton; All Tournament 
Team: 

Jewel Buck, Brighton, Whitney Osceola, Lady 
Seminoles, Chanlir Segarra, Lady Canes, Kay Kay 
Livingston, Lady Canes, Olivia Richards, Lady 
Canes; Sportsmanship: Destiny Jones, Brighton; 

Ms. Hustle: Kay Kay Hunter, Lady Danes; Defense: 
Desiree Lopez, Brighton. 

10 & Under Coed: Champions: Big 
Cypress; Second Place: Hollywood; All Tournamenl 
Team: Hunter Osceola, Hollywood, Michael White, 
Big Cypress, Malory Baker, Big Cypress, Ethan 
Cypress, Hollywood, Phillip Jones, Brighton, 
Tommie Jackson, Brighton; Sportsmanship: Terry 
Baker, Big Cypress; Defense: Michael Whilte, Big 
Cypress; Mr. Hustle: Hunter Osceola, Hollywood; 
Ms. Hustle: Delaney Osceola, Big Cypress. 



076 BAVARIA RD. 
MYERS, FL. 33913 



Jimmy Wayne Holdiness 

Seminole Indian Chickee Builder 


(239) 340-6453 or (239) 248-7196 
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Fourth Annual Michele Cypress 
Memorial Pool Tournament Results 



Susan Extebarria 


David Cypress takes aim for the corner pocket. 

All Indian Pool Tourney Dram the Best 


17 and younger: Boys: 1. Pierson Hunsinger, 
2. Anthony Hernandez, 3. Darren Bert, 4. Anthony 
Cypress; Girls: 1. Deidra Hall, 2. Rosa Urbina, 3. Lily 
Mora, 4. Demi Garza. 

Seniors 50 and older: Men: 1. George 
Grasshopper, 2. Joe Billie Jr., 3. David Cypress, 4. 
Billy Brown, 5. Russell Osceola; Women: 1. Dale 
Grasshopper, 2. Rosie Billie, 3. Diane Peters, 4. 
Juanita Osceola, 5. Louise Osceola. 

Seniors Scotch Doubles: 

1. Billy Brown and Diana Peters, 2. 

Parker and Rose Jones 3. Jane and 
Alice Sweat, 4. Russell and Juanita 
Osceola, 5. Sammie Gopher and 
Rosie Billie 

1 8 and older Scotch 
Doubles: 1. Charles and Phalyn 
Osceola, 2. Boogie and Theresa 
Nunez, 3. David Cypress and Dale 
Grasshopper, 4. George 
Grasshopper and Tonya Jumper, 5. 

Russell and Juanita Osceola 

18 and older 8 Ball: Men: 1. 

Randy Clay, 2. Roy Snow, 3. Daniel Gopher, 4. 
Boogie Nunez, 5. Jack Billie; Women: 1. Teresa 
Nunez, 2. Nina Frias, 3. Charlotte Porcara, 4. Dale 
Grasshopper, 5. Donnie Antuna. 


Overall: Men: 1. Team Ram Rod: Nick 
Tiger, Ildy Garcia, Glen Olsen, Billy Brown, Tony 
Bert; 2. Team All In: O.B. Osceola, David Cypress, 
George Grasshopper, Charles Osceola, Troy Frank; 3. 
Team Seminole: Derrick Smith, Daniel Gopher, 
Randy Clay, Russell Osceola, Shaun Fortia; 4. Team 
Hustler: Raymond Garza, Roy Garza Sr., Josh Garza, 
Roy Garza Jr., Steve Frost; 5. Team Boogie Knights: 
Boogie Nunez, Jack Billie, Roy Snow, 
Jessie Urbina, Jeremy Smith; 
Women: 1. Team Strokers: Phalyn 
Osceola, Krissy Frank, Diana 
Peters; 2. Team Triple Play: 
Virginia Billie, Nina June Urbina, 
Charlene; 3. Team 3 Way: Theresa 
Nunez, Nina Frias, Boogie Nunez; 
4. Connie’s Team: Connie 
Williams, Charlotte Porcaro, 
Donnie Atuna; 5. Team Different 
Strokes: Esther Buster, Delores 
Jumper, Anne Puente. 

9 Ball open: Men: 1 . Glen 
Olsen, 2. Troy Frank, 3. Shawn 
Fortin, 4. Jose Martinez, 5. Willie Martinez, 6. Ildy 
Garcia; Women: 1. Donnie Antuna, 2. Virginia Billie, 
3. Phalyn Osceola, 4. Dale Grasshopper, 5. Sherry 
King, 6. Krissy Frank. 


By Susan Etxebarria 

BIG CYPRESS — The parking lot of the 
Herman L. Osceola Gym was full on Dec. 17 as pool 
players arrived from all corners of Seminole country 
to compete in the All Indian Christmas pool tourna- 
ment. 



Susan Extebarria 


Andy Cypress takes his shot. 


The huge gym became a live stage set where 
eight billiard tables were being kept in constant play 
by some of the Seminole Tribe of Florida’s best pool 
players. It was a very long day starting at noon and 
winding up at 11 p.m. but the differing styles of 
excellent pool playing were a constant attraction. 

Players and casual observers came and went 
and came back again throughout the event. Special 
bleachers were set up on the gym floor so players 
could sit and watch with ease. There was an interest- 
ing booth set up by Mike and Lisa Dewitt of Naples 
offering their handcrafted cue sticks with custom 
designs, leather cases and other pool accessories. 

Big Cypress Representative David Cypress 
and the Big Cypress Recreation department spon- 
sored this exciting yearly event where lucrative cash 
prizes bring out the sharpest player in all four cate- 
gories: Men and Women 50 and older; Men and 


Women 18-50. 

There were many seniors present who play 
more often now at the Big Cypress Senior Center and 
the competition among them is good-natured but 
tough. The younger players learn much from them. 
Players also came from the Trail, Brighton, 
Immokalee, Big Cypress and Hollywood. Plenty of 
catered food from Sonny’s BBQ in Clewiston, Fla. 
kept the energy level going as the level of competi- 
tion increased. 

Keeping score was Steve Frost and Cissy 
Cook of the Big Cypress Recreation department. 
Recreation Director George Grasshopper watched 
over the event as well as played in the tournament. 



Susan Extebarria 


Keno King racks up the balls. 


=DR. RICHARD A. NORMAN 

EXPERT EYE EXAMS 
CONTACT LENSES 

We Carry 

Most Designer Frames 
Such As: 

CazsL * Caviar 1 Christian Dior 
Prada * Versace * Versus * CK 
Burberry 1 Liz Claiborne 
Ralph Lauren * And Many Mare... 

Frienetiy, Courtious £ Knowledgeable Staff 

Same location for over ££ years 


We Accept Seminole Tribe Referrals £ Many Insurances 






The Adult Basic Education Program presents: 
Computers 101: Fundamental Program Skills 


This course is designed for new computer users. The objective of this course is to provide fundamentals of all basic computer programs including 
word processing and spreadsheet, etc. Many fundamental skills will be covered in this class including the foundation to accessing emails, and key- 
board skills. This is the first class offered in this series and will build upon the knowledge gained in the first class. This class is required for future 
classes that will be offered in advanced Word Processing, Excel Spreadsheet, Charting, PowerPoint, and Outlook. 


Immokalee Reservation Library 
January 17th & 19th, 2006 from 10-3 pm 
Free to all adult tribal members! Must be at least 18 years of age 
Please fill out below for enrollment and return by January 13th, 2006 
By reservation only and space is limited 


Last Name 


Address 


Contact Phone 


Reservation: 


Please return to: Jasmine Porter, Adult Education Administrator, Family Services Department, Seminole Tribe of Florida, 3100 N. 63rd 

Ave., Hollywood, FL, 33024. 

Or fax to 954.893.8856. For further information, please call 954.989.6840 ext. 1313. 
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Randall Huggins 6 Big Bailers’ Tournament 


Women’s championship team: Arizona. 


By Tony Heard 

HOLLYWOOD — Teams came down to 
south Florida the weekend of Dec. 8 through the 10 
from Arizona, New York, Mississippi, North Carolina, 
and other places for the Big Bailers Basketball 
Tournament. 

This is the sec- 
ond year this tournament 
has taken place in honor 
of Randall Huggins, who 
is greatly missed and 
remembered by his family 
and friends. With the 
preparation and effort that 
is put forward to try and 
make this tournament a 
great success one can eas- 
ily see Randall’s love for 
the game will live on 
through his family and his 
annual tournament. 

The men’s side 
ended up with twelve 
teams eager and intense 
about the level of compe- 
tition that had been 
brought together. One 
could easily sense the 
competitive juices that 
were in the air on that 
first night of the tour- 
nament. Brighton and 
Big Cypress men 
kicked off the tourney 
at 6:30 p.m. on 
Thursday evening with 
Big Cypress capturing 
the first win of the 
tournament. 

Considering 
the ratio of men’s 
teams to women’s 
teams the first day 
consisted of all men 
games. The Canes 
pulled out a convinc- 
ing victory against the Kal Skins. The Trail Kings got 
a forfeit victory thanks to the Cherokee team that was 
a no show. But a win is still a win regardless if it 
comes by forfeit or if it comes down to a buzzer beat- 
er. 

The final game of the night was the Seminole 
Rec team versus a tough I.A.C. team from New York, 
and Seminole Rec team came away with a victory 
over an I.A.C. team that couldn’t seem to keep up 
with the fast paced play Seminole Rec. had brought to 
the table. 

The women’s side of the bracket finished 
with seven teams all ready to hold their own and 
claim the championship. The Miccosukee women and 
Seminole Rec. started the action at 5 p.m. the second 
day of the tournament. Miccosukee gave a valiant 
effort but were no match for the size and defensive 
pressure of the Seminole Rec. team. 

Arizona women’s team and F.R.O.G. from 


Lila Osceola 


Men’s championship team: Mississippi Flights. 


South Dakota had the court next and gave everyone a 
high octane game filled with three pointers, fast 
breaks and hard defense. Both teams battled hard to 
stay on the winner’s side of the bracket, but the ladies 
from Arizona had what it took to pull out the 49-44 

victory. 

Following the 
game was another nail 
biter between 
Quickfire, which was 
a team comprised of 
girls from Oklahoma 
and Florida, and 
another Arizona team 
named X-Factor. This 
game was full of lead 
changes and big buck- 
ets by both teams. 
Neither team wanted 
to give up and accept 
losing their first game. 

It was one of 
those games where 
spectators wanted the 
game to go into two 
or three over- 
times just so 
they can keep 
watching. 
Unfortunately, 
this game 
ended in regu- 
lation with X- 
Factor 

squeaking by 
Quickfire 54- 
53. 

The 

women dis- 
played basket- 
ball skills and 
competitive- 
ness at its 
finest, and 
now it was 
time for 

the guys to hit the hardwood again. The first game 
for the men on the second night was Mississippi 
Flight versus the Canes. 

This was a highly anticipated match-up of 
athletes. But in the end the Mississippi team proved 
to be a bit much for the Canes to handle on this 
day. The Canes were handed a 60-80 loss by a team 
that simply got more stops and made more shots 
than they did. 

Next to hit the court was the men’s team 
from Arizona and the Big Cypress team. Arizona 
came ready to play and handed Big Cypress their 
first loss in the tourney by a large margin. 

Minnesota represented by bringing down their 
men’s team, the 2005 National Champs, 

Razor sharp. It was now their time to show how 
they matched up against the Trail Kings. 

This game started out good with Trail Kings 
keeping it close, but ended ugly, with Razorsharp get- 
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ting stops and converting on fast break points. 

The final was, to put it best, Trail Kings a little 
and Razorsharp a lot. 

The ladies took control of the court 
again with Sundown and Arizona ready to battle 
it out. This was Sundown’s first game and the 
rust showed by mishandles of the ball, and mis- 
communications. The Arizona team couldn’t 
take advantage of that and only led at the half 
by 6 points. The second half proved to be differ- 
ent with the Arizona team turning up the heat 
defensively and picking up the tempo of the 
game. This worked because they came away 
with another victory over a scrappy Sundown 
team. 

The final game of the night was 
Quickfire against Miccosukee. The game began 
around midnight and Quickfire played as if they 
were ready to get it over with. They came out 
and jumped on the Miccosukee team quick and 
never let up. The game ended and Quickfire had 
come away with a victory and a chance to try 
and fight back for the championship. 

Saturday was a day everyone who 
attended this year’s event will always remember. 

There was a Free-Throw contest, which was 
won by Tony Heard, Seminole Rec. and Dionne 
Jacobs, Quickfire. A dunk contest and three 
pointer contest, which Arizona’s Vegas Davies 
grabbed top honors in both events for the men. 

Flo Curley, from Arizona, took honors of win- 
ning the women’s three-point contest. 

The car show that coincides with this 
wonderful tournament every year was mind 
blowing. 

The most mind blowing things came in 
the first half of the Kal Skins versus Arizona 
game, when Arizona’s big man Josh Williams, 
pivoted, dunked the ball, and shattered the back- 
board on the north end of the gym. Play was 
paused for about two hours while recreation staff 
workers cleaned up and tried to fix this situation. 

Luckily there was an extra backboard at 
the disposal of the 
recreation coaches 
and directors. With 
the help of many 
staff members a lot 
of patience from 
players and specta- 
tors, the new backboard 
was hoisted, attached, 
secured, and the games 
continued. 

The tourna- 
ment was creeping into 
the wee hours of the 
morning and still going 
full strength. Teams 
were still diving on the 
floor for loose balls, 
playing up tempo, and 

doing everything to try and bottle up another win. 

Throughout the entire tournament the atmos- 
phere was great. The intensity, excitement, and sports- 
manship were wonderful. Well due to competitive 
impulses the sportsmanship was not so great at times. 
But that is to be expected when everyone is playing 
hard and the prize money doesn’t hurt either! 

In the end of the night, or should I say morn- 
ing around 1:30 a.m., Quickfire and Arizona women 
ended up in the championship game going head to 
head. Arizona had a one point lead at halftime and 
tried to hang on to it. But the Quickfire team was 
determined to give them a fight. 

This game had everything but a physical 
altercation, with three pointers flying in from both 
teams, hard fouls from both sides and clutch baskets 
being made no one dared to look away for a second or 
a piece of action would be missed. 

It was close down to the last few seconds, 
and then the Arizona team took control. Sinking cru- 
cial free throws, getting big defensive stops, and tak- 
ing care of the ball turned out to be the recipe for suc- 
cess for the Arizona women who won the champi- 
onship game 62-57. 

Around 2:30 a.m. the Seminole Rec. found 
themselves in the championship game facing the 
Mississippi Flight who had fought back through the 
loser’s bracket. With a 33-29 lead at the half, 
Mississippi team was clearly the fresher and deeper 
team. 

Making just about everything they shot and 
not giving the Seminole Rec. team any second shots, 
the guys from Mississippi seemed ready to take home 
the trophy. The athletic Mississippi team subbed play- 
ers in and out periodically to make sure they had fresh 
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Recreation department staff fixes the backboard. 


Lila Osceola 

Free throw champions. 


Lila Osceola 

Josh Williams breaks backboard after dunking in game 
on Saturday afternoon. 

legs on the court to keep the pace fast and intense. 
The Seminole Rec. team played with only six players 
the whole tournament and it showed in the second 
half. 

Trying to slow the tempo a bit to conserve 
energy seemed to be the plan for the Seminole Rec. 
team. This plan did not work, and even though the 
Seminole Rec. team made one final push. The 
Mississippi Flights proved to be the better team and 
were crowned the champions of the Second Annual 
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Three point champions. 


Randall Huggins Big Bailers Memorial Tournament. 

This tournament is growing every year and 
more teams from everywhere are hearing about it. 
Norman Huggins does an outstanding job getting in 
touch with different tribes and coaches to get them 
here to participate in the tournament. The recreation 
staff did a wonderful job maintaining the gym, and a 
special thanks to the Seminole Police Department and 
all the volunteers pitched in to help. The Second 
Annual was great and full of memories, but I bet there 
are a lot of “Big Bailers” out there who can’t wait 
until next year. 

Men’s Division: 1. Mississippi Flights, 2. 
Seminole Recreation, 3. Arizona; Women’s Division: 

1. Arizona, 2. Quickfire, 3. Seminole Recreation; 
Three Point Contest: Flo Curley, Arizona, Vegas 
Davis, Arizona; Dunk Contest: Vegas Davis, Arizona; 
Free Throw Contest: Tony Heard, Seminole Rec., 
Dionne Jacobs, Quickfire. 


Are you interested in changing your career path? 
Are you looking for training or certification in a 
technical or vocational program? 

Do you need your GED? 


Come start the New Year off right! 
Kick your educational goals into gear! 
Learn how the Adult Education Programs 
can work for you! 


Come meet with the Adult Education program staff 
on the following dates per reservation 
to get your questions answered: 


January 18th, 2006 
January 19th, 2006 
January 20th, 2006 

January 24th, 2006 

January 25th, 2006 


Hollywood, Betty Jumper Complex, from 10-2 pm. 

Immokalee, Gymnasium, from 10-2.30 pm. 

Hollywood, DSO Building, 3100 N. 63rd Ave., room 319, 
from 10-12 pm and 3-5 pm. 

Brighton, Family Services Department, 
from 10.30-3 pm. 

Big Cypress, Family Investment Center, Lobby, from 10-3 pm. 


Please contact Jasmine Porter, Adult Education 
Administrator, Family Services Department, 
at (954) 989-6840, ext. 1313. 


Results from ‘Big Daddy ’ Car Show 



A customized Caddy. 
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Sport Bike: 1. 

Lonnie Wright, 2. Carlene 
DiCarlo, 3. Robin Rilex 
Motorcycle: 1. 

Ronnie Bille, 2. Ronnie 
Billie, 3. Ronnie Billie Sr. 

Classic Mild: 1. 

Omar A. Eraso, 2. Carlos 
Cruz, 3. Thomas Lerrera 

Domestic Mild: 1 . 

Jason Ralyea, 2. Jason A 
Weaks, 3. Robert Hill 

Domestic Wild: 1 . 

Joe Osceola, 2. Damian 
Darty, 3. Oscar Olivaros 

Best of Show Bike: 

Jacob DeMayo 

Best of Show 
Motorcycle: Ronnie Billie 

Best of Show Old School: Jacob DeMayo 


Natashia Osceola’s Dodge finished first in the stock division. 


Best of Show Car: Amado Claderon 
Best Stereo: Vergeng Brown 

Foreign Mild: 1. Craig Hoi 
Pung, 2. Mario Pendoza, 3. Alex Paul 
Foreign Wild: 1. Mack F., 2. 
Rob McManus 

Stock: 1 . Natashia Osceola, 
2. Stephanie Huggins, 3. Lucan 
Frank 

SUV: 1. Christy 

Campaneno, 2. William Jim, 3. Jose 
Solano 

Truck Mild FI 50: 1. Danny 
Goldstein, 2. Almira Billie, 3. Robin 
Osceola 

Truck F250: 1. Erin 
Osceola, 2. Ronnie Billie, 3. Ronnie 
Billie Sr. 

Low Rider Bike: 1. Darryl 
Fuentes, 2. Pedro Fuentes, 3. 
Anthony Melinada 
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Seminole Rodeo Queen Contest 

Friday Feb. 17, 2006 

Submitted by Jo “Boogie” Jumper 

This year’s contest will be held in conjunc- 
tion with the Brighton Field Day & Rodeo. 

February 10, 2006 is the deadline for appli- 
cations. The contest will start at 9 a.m. on 
Friday Feb. 17, with horsemanship fol- 
lowed by an interview during lunch at the 
Brighton Casino. 

Any one interested in applying can pick up 
an application from the Brighton Field 
Office or Cattle & Range, Hollywood 
President’s Office and BC Cattle & Range. 


2004-2005 

Seminole Rodeo Queen 

Shelby Osceola 


Please mail back the completed 
application to: 
Chairman’s Office, 

Rt 6 Box 666 
Okeechobee, FI, 34974. 



2004-2005 

Jr. Seminole Rodeo Queen 

Sheyanna Osceola 


For more information please contact Jo “Boogie” Jumper at (863) 763-4128, Ext. 124. 


Name: 

Address : 

Home Phone: 

Mother’s Name: 

Father’s Name: 

Number in family: 


Education: 

Name of school attending: 


Eastern Indian Rodeo Association 2006 Schedule 


Big Cypress - Bill Osceola Memorial Rodeo 

Tour Rodeo - Long Go & Short Go Format 

Saturday Feb. 4 - Long Go 

Sunday Feb. 5 - Short Go 

Top 1 5 make it to short go 

Kids 5 p.m., Sanctioned at 8 p.m. 

Call in for non- sanctioned events only: 
Monday Jan. 30 Tuesday Jan. 31 
9 a.m.-4 p.m. @ (863) 763-4128, Ext. 

124 

Sanctioned events must call 
into INFR Office at (406) 

338-7684 


Brighton - Brighton 
Field Day Rodeo 

Tour Rodeo - Long Go & 

Short Go Format 
Wednesday, Feb. 15 - Long 
Go 

Friday, Feb. 17 - Short Go 
(top 1 5 make it to short 

go) 

Kids 6 p.m., Sanctioned 8 
p.m. 

Call in for non-sanctioned 
events only: 

Monday Feb. 6 and Tuesday 
Feb. 7 

9 a.m. 4 p.m. @ (863) 763- 
4128, Ext. 124 

Sanctioned events must call into 
INFR Office at (406) 338-7684 


Labelle, Fla. 

Friday Feb. 24 

Kids 6 p.m., Sanctioned 8 p.m. 

Call in Monday Feb. 20 & Tuesday Feb. 21 
9 a.m.-4 p.m. @ (863) 763-4128, Ext. 124 

Big Cypress - Junior Cypress Memorial Rodeo 




Saturday March 25 

Kids 5 p.m., Sanctioned 8 p.m. 

Call in Monday March 13 & Tuesday March 14 
9 a.m.-4 p.m. @ (863) 763-4128, Ext. 124 

Brighton, Fla. 

Saturday April 8 

Kids 5 p.m., Sanctioned 8 p.m. 

Call In Monday April 3 and Tuesday April 4 
9 a.m.^1 p.m. @ (863) 763-4128, Ext. 
124 



Immokalee - Cinco De Mayo 
Rodeo 

Saturday May 6 
Kids 5 p.m., Sanctioned 8 p.m. 
Call In Monday May 3 & 
Tuesday May 4 

9 a.m.^1 p.m. @ (863) 763-4128, Ext. 
124 


Big Cypress - Memorial Weekend 
Rodeo 

Saturday May 20 

Kids 5 p.m., Sanctioned 8 p.m. 

Call in Monday 5/15/06 & Tuesday 
5/16/06 

9 a.m.-4 p.m. @ (863) 763-4128, Ext. 
124 


Brighton - Josiah Johns Memorial 
Rodeo 

Saturday July 1 
6 p.m.-8 p.m. 

Call in Monday June 26 and Tuesday June 27 
9 a.m.-4 p.m. @ (863) 763-4128, Ext. 124 

Big Cypress, Fla. - Hollywood Rodeo 
Saturday August 12 

Call in Monday Aug. 7 & Tuesday Aug. 8 
9 a.m.-4 p.m. @ (863) 763-4128, Ext. 124 


SEMINOLE RODEO QUEEN PAGEANT APPLICATION 


Personal Information: 


Age: 


Brothers: 


Date of Birth: 

Degree of Indian Blood: 
Degree of Indian Blood: 

Sisters: 


Sports & Hobbies: 


Scholastic achievements and aspirations: 


Club memberships and honors: 


Statistics: 


Height: 

Belt Size: 


Blouse Size: 
Hat Size: 


_ Boot Size: 
Jacket Size: 


Pant Size: 


Complete application which includes: application, one (1) 5X7 black and white photograph (head and 
shoulders only), essay and 40 word biography must be received no later than Friday, February 10, 2006. 


Application Checklist 


1. 

2 . 


3. 


Application form, please type or print. 

One (1) 5x7 black and white photograph, head and shoulders only. This photo will be 
used in the program. 

Essay - 200 words, typed or written in ink. 

Essay Topic: “How do you feel Indian rodeos build family values and unite?’ 

Biography - 40 words 

To be used during introductions at the Indian Rodeo. 

All applications (which include the application form, photograph, essay, biography and statement of partici- 
pation) must be turned in be Friday, February 10, 2006, at 5 p.m.. Applications can be mailed to: 
Seminole Rodeo Queen Pageant, Brighton Chairman’s Office, Rt 6 Box 666, Okeechobee, FI 34974 
Any questions you may call Jo Jumper at 863-763-4128. 


4. 


I, 


Statement of Participation 

, have completed the application for participation and have 


read the rules of the Seminole Rodeo Queen Pageant. I understand that if named “Seminole Rodeo 
Queen”, I will be required to make my time available to the Seminole Tribe upon request. All informa- 
tion in the application is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 


Applicant’s Signature 
Parent Signature 


Date 

Date 


(if applicant is under 18 years of age) 


* BEST SERVICE* BEST PRICE* BEST SERVICE* BEST PRICE 
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FrontRowUSA.com 



Concerts | Theatre | Sports 

Local, National, and Worldwide Events 


At FrontRowUSA, ticket buying is 
hassle-free and there are no questions 
as to where the seats are located . 

Let us 3 your expert ticket broker, 
take care of everything. 
FrontRowUSA is up front 
and honest s putting you up front/ 

^ 

ALL CONCERTS, SPORTS AND THEATRE TICKETS AVAILABLE 
NATIONWIDE AND WORLDWIDE ORDER YOUR TICKETS ONLINE AT 
WWW.FRONTROWU5A.COM OR BY PHONE 
(954) 455-1929 OR (800) 446 8499 

WE DELIVER - ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 


Top Concerts 


AMERICAN IDOLS 
STYX RED 5PEEDWAGON 
STEVIE NICKS 
DAVE MATTHEWS BAND 
DESTINY'S CHILD 
DEF LEPPARD 
EMINEM/5Q CENT 
HILARY DUFF 
TOBY KEITH 
SYSTEM OF A DOWN 
TIM MCGRAW 
GREEN DAY 
0ZZFEST 

PAUL MCCARTNEY 
ROLLING STONES 
U2 


Top Sports 


ALL NFL.NRA, 
MLB.NHL TEAMS 
MIAMI DOLPHINS 
MIAMI HEAT 
ORANGE BOWL 
SUPER BOWL 
Miami H ii ir Truants 
FSU Stmmnlts, 



op Theatre 


ALL BROADWAY SHOWS 

available THE uon 
KING IIAFRSPRAY WICKED 
MAMMA MIA 
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Immokalee Employees Complete Weight Loss Contest 


Brighton pedometer contest participants. 


Health Department 


By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — The final 
weigh-out for the employee weight 
loss contest took place on Dec. 7, 

2005, at the new clinic facilities in 
Immokalee. The contest, which had 
been initiated by a weigh-in on Sept. 
28, 2005 was sponsored by the 
Chairman’s Office. 

During the 1 0 week program, 
Nutritionist Charlotte Porcaro was on 
hand to counsel the participations and 
help them develop a healthy responsi- 
ble program to alter their eating 
habits. She stressed that exercise in 
^ moderation was a very important tool 

/III § s nitiditpv f to achieve their g° a|s ’ 

A. m f'f'CJ^fhould be monitored to suit their 

individual needs. No exercise is bad, 
but too much of the wrong exercise 
after years of inactivity is worse than 
none at all. 

Each person should have their 
medical condition evaluated prior to 
making drastic changes in their daily 
routine. This means that healthy 
changes should be welcomed into your 
lives, but responsibly with moderation, 
in order to help enhance future. 
Community Health 

Representative Anna Puente made her- 


Participants Walk to 
Walmarf 

Submitted by the Health Department 

Walk to Walmart®? That might sound hard to do. 
How about walking to 10 Walmart® ’s starting in 
Hollywood and ending in Gainesville, Fla.? That is exact- 
ly how far some participants walked in the Seminole 
Health Department 2005 pedometer contest. 

Over the course of 10 weeks, Dec. 3-12, partici- 
pants from Hollywood, Brighton, Big Cypress, and 
Immokalee took up the challenge to walk as many miles 
as possible in order to reach their Walmart® destinations. 

The contest was open to Tribal citizens and their 
spouses, as a means to increase physical activity among 
the whole family. Participants competed against one 
another in one of the following four categories: senior 
regular, 200 miles, senior advance, 300 miles, adult regu- 
lar, 300 miles and adult advance, 400 miles. All partici- 
pants were rewarded for their efforts. 

The true reward, however, was the satisfaction of 
participating and the great health benefits achieved from 
walking. Walking is a great way to reduce stress, maintain 
or lose weight, lower your blood sugar, and keep your 
heart healthy. 

Congratulations to all of the participants and to 
the following winners: 

Hollywood: Adult Regular: 1. Amy Osceola, 2. 
Esther Gopher, 3. Tammy Osceola; Adult Advanced: 1. 
Francine Osceola, 2. Marl Osceola, 3. Happy Jumper; 
Senior Regular: 1. Dorothy Tommie, 2. Coleman Josh, 3. 
Cornelia Osceola; Senior Advanced: 1 . Mary Gay 
Osceola. 

Brighton: Adult Regular: 1. Judy Snow, 2. Dallas 
Nunez, 3. Albert Snow; Adult Advanced: 1. Emma 
Brown, 2. Loretta Peterson 3. Liz Johns; Senior Regular: 

1. Polly Hayes, 2. Agnes Bert, 3. Addie Osceola; Senior 
Advanced: 1. Mable Haught, 2. Martha Jones, 3. Connie 
Whidden. 

Big Cypress: Adult Regular: 1. Danny Tommie, 

2. Brenda Henry, 3. Judy Jim, Adult Advanced: 1. Almira 
Billie, 2. Jeanette Cypress; Seniors Regular: 1. Rudy 
Osceola, 2. Sally Tommie, 3. Betty Tigertail; Seniors 
Advanced: 1. Harley Roberts, 2. Edna McDuffie, 3. Mary 
Tigertail. 

Immokalee: Adult Regular: 1. Michele Alvarado, 
2. Susan Davis, 3. Victor Frank; Adult Advanced: 1. 
Leonora Roberts, 2. Noemi Escobar, 3. Mario Posada III; 
Senior Regular: 1. Rachel Billie, 2. Elizabeth Olea; Senior 
Advanced: 1. Elaine Aguilar, 2. Tony Sanchez. 



Judy Weeks 

The chairman presented awards to the winners. 


self available to monitor the contest- 
ants’ blood pressure and blood sugar 
levels during the competition in an 
effort to make this a healthy and 
rewarding experience. 

Contest results were tabulated 
and on Dec 9, 2005, Chairman 
Mitchell Cypress met with the group at 
the Immokalee Clinic to distribute 
their awards and offer encouragement 
and wisdom. 

Arriving a few minutes late, 
the Chairman began, “I have to apolo- away! 


gize for my tardiness this morning. I 
can’t blame it on traffic but rather my 
own foolishness. As you all know, I 
have a diabetic condition and for years 
did not take care of myself. Finally 
after a serious wakeup call, I looked 
for help to correct all the damage I had 
done to my one and only body.” 

“With the aid of my doctors 
and a personal trainer, I turned my life 
slowly around. I had to develop self- 
disipline and entirely change 

my eating habits. As the grad- 

ual changes took place, I sub- 
jected myself to regular 
examinations. Tests are not 
for criticism, but should be 
motivational. I developed a 
daily routine that included 
morning walks, careful selec- 
tion of the right foods and 
reasonable portions. In a 
short time I began to see pos- 
itive results and within a few 
years I had successfully 
altered the condition of my 
body and my entire lifestyle 
had come full circle. 

“Fortunately we are 
creatures of habit and can 
develop self-discipline. 

Unfortunately, we 
can become lazy 
and make excuses 
for putting things 
off. I was due for a 
testing this morn- 
ing and had a very 
rude awakening. In 
the past three 
months I have 
been cheating a lit- 
tle here and there 
in my eating 
habits. I have 
made excuses for 
why there wasn’t 
time for my morn- 
ing walks time and 
time again. My 
sugar and blood 
pressure levels 
were slightly off 
and I had experi- 
enced a slight 
weight adjust- 
ment. 

“My 

immediate reac- 
tion was to want to give my 
body a tune up. There was no 
time like the present to start 
so I stopped making excuses, 
put everything on hold and 
went for a mile long walk. 

Life is full of schedules and 
problems, but when we are 
healthy we can deal with 
them. Everything comes full 
circle. We need to love our 
bodies-Don’t throw them 


“When you don’t take care of 
yourself, there is no proper explana- 
tion. It all boils down to one 
thing-Excuses.” 

After taking a group 
photograph, Cypress congratulated the 
winners and handed out their awards: 
Tribal employees: 1. Sylvia Marrero, 

2. Jennie Martinez; Non-Tribal 
employees: 1. Elva Montez, 2. Jarixsa 
Yslas, 3. Anna Puente, 4. Rosa Garcia. 


In conclusion Cypress 
remarked, “Developing a healthy 
lifestyle doesn’t happen overnight. In 
order for it to become a habit, you 
must constantly reinforce your daily 
routine. I want to continue these con- 
tests in an effort to motivate all of you. 
As employees you are a portion of the 
Seminole Tribe and as you strengthen 
yourselves, we all benefit. My ultimate 
goal is that we all stand strong.” 


Ask The Counselor 


Dear Counselor, 

I am frustrated with my inability 
to make my girlfriend 
happy. I go out of my way 
to plan a nice evening with 
her. 

I am 29 years old, 
college educated and I plan 
to marry my girlfriend one 
day. My girlfriend is 24 
and is hard for me to figure 
out. My girlfriend told me I 
was not creative and I 
should know after 6 years 
of dating what makes her 
happy. My girlfriend said 
our romance is OK, but a 
relationship is more than 
romance. Please help me. 

Signed, 

Confused Lover 


Ask The Counselor 



8juH Phillip 

M.S. Mental Health Comtsdinji 
L.fiiLTS of hiilnlm from Uio Cram anil} 


-Ml loQqi gtwuld be sew id 
ASKTIIRCOl N5ELOH 
l : jiLiil> Smiirt I Jep un meisl 
3006 Juste Billie Avenue 
I IoI^hhhL FL 
frihil phillips a sfjiririhe.Hifli 


Dear Confused Lover ; 

Your girlfriend wants you to ful- 
fill her fantasy. A common fantasy among 
many women, aside from being asked for 
their hand in marriage is to be treated 
with respect and honor. To be treated 
with respect and honor should not be a 
fantasy but an obligation by every man 
towards his woman. The happiest place 
for a woman should be in the arms of her 
man. The safest place for a woman 
should be in the arms of her man. 

When you handle yourself use 
your head, when you handle your girl- 
friend use your heart. Some women want 
to be seduced by flowers, satin sheets, 
and extended stay at a lovers’ resort, but 
others would quickly trade in a night of 
passion for a lifetime of security. There’s 
an old adage that romance is 99 percent 
mental, and it’s true. Confused Lover, 
your girlfriend wants a meeting of the 
heart. 

Your girlfriend wants to be prop- 
erly courted, and wooed by you. She 
wants you to stimulate her spiritual and 
emotional sides; because, generally 
speaking, women equate romance with a 
demonstration of unconditional love. 
Contrary to popular belief, all fantasies 
are not sexual in nature. 

It doesn ’t matter if you ’ve been 
dating your lady for 6 months or 6 years 
she still needs to be reminded that you 


appreciate her. Most women feel over- 
whelmed, overburdened and unappreciat- 
ed. Many times the resent- 
ment doesn ’t come from 
their work load or respon- 
sibility, but from feeling as 
if they’re not valued or 
appreciated by the man in 
their lives. 

It is important for 
you to show her that words 
of eloquence without love 
is just noise. It is important 
for you to show her that 
you know that a person ’s 
heart beats thirty one mil- 
lion five hundred and thirty 
six thousand seconds in 
one year. You must prove to 
her that she is in every beat 
of your heart. 

You can do this by 
giving her what every 
woman wants time; quality time is the 
secret recipe for a good relationship. 

You can do this by preparing a 
dinner while she is at work, if you hap- 
pen to be a little lacking in the kitchen, 
have your girlfriend favorite restaurant 
cater the meal. 

You can do this by giving your 
girlfriend a facial and foot massage. 

You can do this by rejuvenating 
her weary eyes with the sight of a 
sparkling clean house 

You can do this by giving your 
girlfriend a thank you gift. 

You can do this by planning a 
getaway for the two of you, choosing a 
place or event that she’s always wanted to 
visit. 

You can do this by purchasing a 
love card and hiding it somewhere in the 
house. 

You can do this by finding a 
name of endearment that only you know, 
and call her when the time is right. 

Showing the woman in your life 
that she’s loved, honored and appreciated 
has its just rewards, not only will she 
experience the unconditional love and 
happiness that only you can give, she’ll 
also be inclined to return the favor 

Signed, 

Counselor 



OKAUE INDIAN VILLAGE 

( 954 ) 797-5551 



Wild life presentations for 
scheduled groups of 10 or more 


Cooking, woodwork, basket 
weaving and dollmaking are 
demonstrated. 


Experience up close Florida 
Panthers, Macaws, Alligators, 
Fox, Racoons and River Otters 


Seminole Arts & Crafts: 
Jewelry, clothing, woodwork 
and Seminole baskets & dolls 


Located at the Seminole Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino inside the 
Seminole Paradise 


5716 Seminole Way 
Hollywood, FL 33314 



GET THE LOOK ! 


JR SEAU, JASON TAYLOR, MARSHALL FAULK 
BRAD PENNY, AJ BURNETT & MANY MORE DID! 



GO WHERE THE STARS SHOP AND 
GET TREATED LIKE A STAR !!! 





■custom billet grilles 

FOR ALL 
CARS & TRUCKS 


TOOL BOXES 


BILLET GRILLES 


ALL TIRES 13"- 44" 



LIFT KIT3JLOWERINO KITS 


13" - ZB™ CUSTOM WHEELS 


AIRAID i SUPERCHIPS 



AUDIO VOX DtTDiVCP.TUNEfl 


FIBERGLASS TON NO'S 


BRUSHGU AROS.'N ERFflARS 




M-F Sam - 6pm t WWW.CALCUSTOMS.COM l SAT Sam - 3pm 
4721 RAVENSWOOD RD / FT LAUDERDALE, FL 33312 


(954) 981-7223 / FAX; (954) 981-3401 
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Health Corner 


Tips for Slaying Calm in the New Year 


By Cathrine Robinson, LCSW, Immokalee 

[Editor’s Note: Cathrine Robinson is a 
licensed clinical social worker employed as a 
senior counselor in the Family Services 
Department. She earned her master’s degree at 
the University of Georgia and has been a thera- 
pist for 15 years Her article will address women’s 
issues and concerns and appear monthly in The 
Seminole Tribune. Questions and comments can 
be e-mailed to her at 

CatherineRobinson@semtribe.com. The opinions 
expressed her are her own.] 

As we ponder upon the 
upcoming 2006 year, we find that 
we are beginning the New Year 
with the same problems and issues 
we had last year. As we dig a bit 
deeper, beyond life’s complica- 
tions, we then recognize we 
also have the same bless- 
ings. 

When we 
remember what we 
have, rather than 
what we lack, we 
somehow feel better. 

We can build on the 
positives. Even though 
other people and situ- 
ations appear to 
remain the same, we 
can thankfully change 
ourselves and learn to be 
creative in each impend- 
ing moment. 

This is why many 
of us may choose to com- 
mit to a New Year’s resolu- 
tions. Some of us may 
strive to accomplish vari 
ous positive goals, and 
others may choose 
to just maintain I 
the status quo; 

After all, there is 
indeed comfort in familiar- 
ity. However, no matter how we approach our 
choices this New Year, let us try to begin it with a 
sense of calm. 

To begin the New Year with calmness 
means one should approach life without distur- 
bance, fear or agitation. Calmness means we 
understand that worrying solves no problems, but 
rather wastes mental energy and time. 

Faith gives birth to calmness. Faith 
means we trust that divine intervention can calm 
the harsh winds of change and subdue the things 
we have no control over. With faith, we trust that 
despite the varied situations life presents, things 
always work out. 

The calm of faith is often impeded upon 
by the clamor of emotional baggage, toxic rela- 
tionships, guilt, resentments, restlessness, and 
other issues that often clog the spirit. Serenity is 


more accessible if we avoid people and activities 
which are morally and emotionally compromis- 
ing. 

Disappointments can distress the heart. 
However, disappointments are more tolerable if 
we abandon expectations that others should ele- 
vate to our standards. If we accept our own limi- 
tations, then we can accept the limitations of oth- 
ers. We learn patience with ourselves and the 
world around us. 

Research has repeat- 
f edly linked a poor emotional 
' state to declining physical 
f health. It is important to stabi- 
I lize ourselves emotionally so 
f that we can feel physically 
^healthy and grounded. The anes- 
thetic properties of substance 
abuse, compulsive behav- 
s, and frenzied emo- 
tions dull our senses 
and inhibit our 
ability to be 
■physically 
connected. 



Teaming 
to be still so that we 
can be in tune with 
the needs of the body 
takes practice and self 
control. Alternative 
approaches such as massage 
aromatherapy, meditation, 
proper rest, exercise, eating nutrition- 
ally, music, and walking with nature are a 
few of the many things which can help establish 
emotional and physical congmence. 

The tranquil mind is difficult to achieve 
if the physical space in the home is restrictive. 

Household clutter, dust, 
animal dander, piles 
of paper and old 
reading material, and 

unnecessary outside debris, restrains movement 
and the flow of creative energy. 

We spend roughly one third to one half 
of our lives in our homes. Emotional calmness is 
short lived if one can not move freely within 
one’s home. Moving unnecessary clutter, using 
natural sunlight, minimizing mechanical noise, 
using an air purifier, and using relaxing colors 
and scents within the home, can promote a more 
soothing atmosphere. 

Calmness is not an easy pursuit in our 
world which is competitive, busy, and often 
stressful. Thankfully, we can choose not to be 
reactionaries. We can be grateful that despite 
what chaos might be going on around us, peace 
has its home within-if we nurture it. Each 
moment gives rise to a new opportunity for us to 
tap into our inner and timeless reservoir of poten- 
tial. 


Do You Know Your Legal Rights? 

You are innocent until proven guilty 

All Criminal Cases 
State & Federal Courts 

* Felonies & Misdemeanors 

* Probation Violations 

* Bond Hearings 

* Domestic Violence 

* Sentenclngs 

* DUI 

* Drugs 

* [uvenile 


We are dedicated to the special needs 

AND CONCERNS OF ALL NATIVE AMERICANS 



30 YEARS OF TRIM EXPERIENCE ! FORMER CRIMINAL PROSECUTOR 


The Law Offices of 
Collier & Scalese 
(954) 436-6200 


Free consultations 

499 N.YV. 70 Ave. Suite 106. Plantation, Florida 33317 

The hiring of b lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. 

Bftforc you dftdck, ask us to scitd you free written Information about our qualification* and aqKrfoitc. 


ESSENTIAL APOTHECARY 



VISIT OUR BOOTH AT THE: 
Miccosukee Tribe Arts Festival 
Dec. 26th, 2005 ■ Jan. 1st, 2006 



'HERB OF THE MONTH* 






1 - 800 - 551-5009 

ESSENTIAL OILS 4 AROMATHERAPY 4 HERBS ■ EDUCATION 
ORGANIC TEA - MASSAGE OIL - SALVES - CLAY - SOAP 
CANDLES ■ PERSONAL CARE PRODUCTS - HOME & OFFICE 
CLEANERS ■ GIFTS * BOOKS ■ CONSULTATIONS 
E N VI RON M E NTAL M ISTl NG 


Lavender Class 

Learn hew to use Lavender for 
Aromatherapy ■ Lavender as Food 
Home & Personal care products 




ORGANIC TEA HOUSE 

Some Tea and a Healthy Snack Any Time 

rganic Cooking Classes*** 

Loom to Make your own Soap- just $5-00 
Please Call to make Reservations for any of the Classes 


* * 


Mention 

complimentary sail 
California White Sage- 


Certified Organic* 
Chamomile 
is revered 
for it’s Calming 
Properties. 



SW S SL_ 
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1 2226 SW 8th Street 
Miami, FL 33184 
Ph: 305-551.5009 
Fax: 305.551,5690 

www.essentialspothecary.com 


Give the Gift of Healthy living 
to the ones you love. 

We offer a huge array of 
All Natural Products. 
‘GIFT BASKETS AVAILABLE* 
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Wondrous Works: Contemporary Art 
by Native American Women 

The Art of Storytelling Featured In New MI AC Exhibition 




Submitted by Museum of New Mexico 

Santa Fe, N.M. — Beaded high-tops and a weav- 
ing called “September 11, 2001” are among the diverse 
story-laden pieces that will be on display at the Museum of 
Indian Arts and Culture. “Wondrous Works: Contemporary 
Art by Native American Women” high- 
lights dynamic works of wonder by 
Native American women artists who bring 
their stories and creativity to life in a variety 
of medium. 

The opening reception, free to New 
Mexico residents, will be held Feb. 12, from 
1-4 p.m. The exhibition will be on view 
through Jan. 14, 2007. 

Whether woven into tapestries and 
baskets, or beaded on a variety of materials, 
the stories told through the pieces provide 
graphic examples of reservation life and 
past events. Combining utility with beauty, 
through their stitches and designs, these 
women express their unique heritage and 
traditions that connect them to the places 
they come from. 

While several works fall within the 
ongoing traditions important to the commu- 
nities, other pieces express the creative 
imagination of the artist in brilliant colors 
and designs. 

In American Indian culture, beadwork has been 
revered as both ornamental and sacred. It is also an impor- 
tant means of cultural and artistic expression. The extraordi 
nary beadwork by Kiowa artist Teri Greeves continues this 
expression through the use of contem- 
porary materials. 

Famous for her beadwork on a 
variety of objects, the exhibit features 
“Indian Parade Umbrella,” which won 
Best of Show at the 1999 Santa Fe 
Indian Market. Each beaded panel on 
tanned deer hide includes people she 
grew up with and watched at Indian 
parades. This is the first time this piece 
has been in a public exhibition. 

Recently acquired by the muse- 
um, Greeves’s “Kiowa Ceremonial 
Dance: A Beaded Book” will also be on 
view, along with the complete story that 
goes with it. The six-page book of bead- 
ed designs on tanned deer hide provides 
a glimpse into a series of ceremonial 
dances, including the Kiowa Feather 
Dance and the Sundance. 

Other beaded depictions 
include the Kiowa Black Leggings Society Dance, which is 
made up of Kiowa veterans and active duty servicemen, and 
the Kiowa Scalp Dance, in which Kiowa women dance in 
honor of a relative who has fought in a war. 

On a more serious note, visitors will have the 
opportunity to contemplate two large Navajo basketry trays 
by Peggy Rock Black that illustrate a painful time in the 
history of the “Navajo: The Long Walk and The Coming 
Home.” 

The Navajos were removed from their homes in 
Arizona in 1864 and forced to travel by foot over three hun- 
dred miles into eastern New Mexico. Upon their arrival, the 
U.S. government incarcerated more than 9,000 Navajos and 
400 Mescalero Apaches and attempted to forcibly convert 
this semi-nomadic group of people into farmers. 




The experiment failed miserably and in 1868, the 
Navajo were released to return to a reservation that had 
been established for them in what is now part of 
Northwestern New Mexico, Eastern Arizona and Southern 
Utah. 

Several Navajo tapestry 
weavings include scenes of sheep, 
hogans, mountains, trains and trucks. 

A weaving by TahNibaa Naaf aanii 
tells the story of the Navajo Code 
Talkers from the time they left the 
reservation to their return. 

The weaving includes color- 
ful imagery that depicts reservation 
life, boot camp, palm trees and a ship 
in the Pacific Theater. A large coiled 
basket by Sally Black also illustrates 
the importance of the Navajo Code 
Talkers to our Nation’s history during 
World War II. 

Examples of ongoing tradi- 
tions are represented as well, such as 
embroidered kilts and finger- woven 
sashes worn during Pueblo social and 
ceremonial dances. Recent works by 
well-known artists Bea Duran of 
Tesuque Pueblo and Ramoncita 
Sandoval of Ohkay Owingeh Pueblo 
(San Juan) remind us of how connected these women are to 
their communities and the traditions that make them unique 
in a world that is becoming increasingly homogenized. 

More than 30 works by twenty different contempo- 
rary Native American women 
artists are presented in this exhi- 
bition that includes several 
works from the Museum of 
Indian Arts & Culture’s perma- 
nent collection, as well as bor- 
rowed pieces from the artists, 
the School of American 
Research, and private collec- 
tions. 

The opening on Feb. 12 
will include a reception, artist 
demonstrations, a performance 
by the San Juan Tewa Women’s 
Choir, storytelling, puppet 
shows, and hands-on activities 
for children. 

Located on Museum 
Hill™, the Museum of Indian 
Arts & Culture shares the beauti- 
ful Milner Plaza with the 
Museum of International Folk Art. Here, Now and Always, 
a major permanent exhibition at the Museum of Indian Arts 
& Culture, combines the voices of living Native Americans 
with ancient and contemporary artifacts and interactive 
multimedia to tell the complex stories of the Southwest. 

The Buchsbaum Gallery displays works from the 
region’s pueblos. Five changing galleries present exhibits 
on subjects ranging from archaeological excavations to con- 
temporary art. In addition, an outdoor sculpture garden 
offers rotating exhibits of works by Native American sculp- 
tors. 

For more information call (505) 476-1269 or visit 
www.miaclab.org. 


Nation ’s Best Dancers Focus On World Title 


Submitted by the Heard 
Museum 

PHOENIX, AZ — 

The 1 6th annual world champi- 
onship hoop dance title is at 
stake and the finest Native 
American hoop dancers will 
face off at the world famous 
Heard Museum, Feb. 4-5. 

More than 40 Native 
hoop dancers of all ages will 
display their athleticism, speed 
and grace to an expected crowd 
of 10,000. The world champi- 
onship hoop dance contest is 
generously sponsored by 
Casino Arizona. 

The current and three- 
time world champion, Alex 
Wells, Salish, from Morley, 
Alberta, Canada, is expected to 
return to the Heard Museum to 
defend his title. Wells’ opposi- 
tion will include former cham- 
pion Derrick Suwaima Davis, 
Lisa Odijig and Daniel 
Tramper as well as former teen 
champion Tony Duncan. 

Being such a unique 
event, interest from dancers 
increases each year-this year 
an expected 50 dancers will 
compete-as the talent looks 
forward to impressing crowds. 
Dancers from the age of 2 
through 70 display their best 
routines while expressing their 


cultural pride. 

“This is it, if you are 
a hoop dancer, this is the 
world championship,” said 
Wendy Weston, Navajo, event 
organizer. “If you win this title 
you are the best in the world.” 

Originated in Taos 
Pueblo, the hoop dance sym- 
bolizes the Circle of Life and 
the continuous cycle of life’s 
constant renewal. Hoop dance 
has become more popular in 
dance circles, powwows and 
contests throughout North 
America. 

Today it incorporates 
speed and agility as dancers 
manipulate their body through 
one to more than 50 hoops. 
Some dancers also use creative 
designs and difficult manipula- 
tions to present a unique varia- 
tion of the dance. Each dancer 
expresses his or her distinct 
cultural traditions as the sounds 
of Northern and Southern 
Plains drums beat in the back- 
ground. 

The contest gets 
underway with a grand entry at 
9:30 a.m. At this time all con- 
testants will dance through the 
crowds, winding their way 
down to the dance circle in the 
museum’s grass amphitheater, 
allowing spectators to view the 



dancers together. 

Judges from each 
region of the U.S. and Canada 
critique the dancers on a vari- 
ety of criteria in several divi- 
sions which include: senior, 40 
years and older, adult, 18-39, 
teen, 13-17, youth, five- 12 and 
tiny tot, four and younger. 

Tickets are available 
at the gate $10 for adults, $3 
for children four- 12 years old, 
$7 for museum members and 
Native Americans and free for 
children younger than four. For 
more details, please visit 
www.heard.org or call Dana 
McGuinness at (602) 252- 
8848. 


Art by Renowned Hopi Jeweler 
Charles Loloma At Heard Museum 


Submitted the Heard Museum 

PHOENIX, AZ — Hopi artist Charles 
Loloma influenced generations of jewelers by 
incorporating non-traditional materials-such as 
gold set lapis lazuli, fossilized ivory, pearls, 
malachite and ironwood-into masterful jewelry 
designs. 

On loan from the Wheelwright 
Museum of the American Indian in Santa Fe, 
N.M., the new exhibit “Loloma: Beauty in Hopi 
Jewelry” will offer a comprehensive look at 
Loloma’s life’s work when it opens at the Heard 
Museum on Feb. 18 and will run through May 
28. 

Loloma is arguably the most influential 
Native American jeweler of the 20th century. An 
artist of astonishing creative energy, he found 
fame as a jeweler and ceramist. He traveled 
extensively and was comfortable among people 
from all walks of life including affluent art con- 
noisseurs. 

His bold, innovative designs departed 
dramatically from Hopi cultural beliefs, yet he 
was intensely traditional and served as a reli- 
gious leader in his native community of 
Hotevilla, Ariz. He has a long and close associa- 


tion with the Heard Museum through exhibition 
and collection of his work and the Heard reput- 
edly holds the largest museum collection of his 
jewelry. 

Loloma was a powerful artistic force, 
an undisputed master who personally broke 
down the barriers of regionalism and helped 
give contemporary Native American art world- 
wide recognition. He was also a gentle man who 
enjoyed people and cared deeply about their 
responses to his jewelry. 

When asked how he would want to be 
remembered, he simply remarked, “What I’d 
like to be known for is beauty.” 

The exhibit includes a comprehensive 
grouping of Loloma’s jewelry from the earliest 
documented pieces of the 1950s to the closing 
of his studio in 1988, and focuses, on the early 
influences of Loloma’s development into an 
artistic force. 

The fine art catalogue “Loloma: Beauty 
Is His Name” by Martha Hopkins Struever, 
guest curator at the Wheelwright Museum of the 
American Indian, is available at the Heard 
Museum Shop & Bookstore for $75 in hardcov- 
er and $45 in soft cover. 



Any Home theater, plasma, or standard flat 
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WE DO IT ALL! 


We specialize in designing, customizing and providing top of the line 
technology in Audio & Video electronics including a division dedicated to 
Security and Surveillance equipment for your home and business. 


361? North State Road 7/ Hollywood, FL 33021 
(?54) 893-9106 / Fax: (954) 893-9107 


Technologies 

Installing the Future 


WE PROVIDE IN HOME SURVEYS 

WE COME TO YOU: BIG CYPRESS, HOLLYWOOD, BRIGHTON, IMMOKALEEAND FT. PIERCE 
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COME AND SEE THE ALL NEW FORD MUSTANG, FREESTYLE, & FORD FIVE HUNDRED 
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Mustangl 


Ford Five Hundred 


b Explorer Sport 


Expedition f 


MORE THAN 200 USED CARS IN INVENTORY INCLUDING THE HARD-TO-FIND F350 S! 


Free 27 Pt. Inspection with any service! A $39.95 Value! 

(ask for details) 

• Friendly & Professional service * Weekday & Saturday hours 

• Factory Certified ASE Trained Technicians * Ford Quality Parts 
•12 month Warranty on all Parts & Labor * Courtesy Shuttle Hours 

* Convenient Location 
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8655 Pines Blvd. • Pembroke Pines, Florida 33024 



( 954 ) 443-7000 


Buy On/lne At: www.woridfordpines.com! 
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Lila Osceola 

The Board staff gathered together after lunch for a picture together. 


Board Christmas Party Held at Hard Rock 

By Lila Osceola 

HOLLYWOOD — On Dec. 22 
around lunch time, the Christmas buzz was in 
the air. The Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & 

Casino hosted the Board Christmas party for 
2005. With the beautiful Christmas music play- 
ing in the background everyone was ready for 
the Christmas festivities to be near. 

The decorations were beautiful, the 



Lila Osceola 

(L-R) Executive Administrator, Jim Talik, 
Executive Adm in Big Cypress, Delores 
Alverez, and Business Development Manager, 
Cheryl Bolton. 


Lila Osceola 

The Osceola Family 


Hard Rock set up a beautiful array of food for 
the holiday. Much of the staff was there to 
enjoy the beautiful lunch. 

Family and friends came out to eat and 
enjoy the party with the board staff. It was defi- 
nitely a time for sharing and caring. A holiday 
greeting, followed by hugs and wishes for 
everyone, was the recipe for happiness in that 
banquet room. 



Brighton Celebrates Christmas 


By Emma Brown 

BRIGHTON — On Dec. 
22 the Brighton Council office, 
Board office, and Chairman’s 
office put on one of the best com- 
munity Christmas parties ever. 
Everyone gathered together around 
noon to feast on prime rib and all 
the fixings, while most of the chil- 
dren enjoyed the bounce houses 
and face paintings that were pro- 
vided for their enjoyment. 

The children of the 4-H 
program entertained everyone with 
some Christmas carols while din- 
ner was being served. At about 
1:30 p.m. Santa Claus, Mrs. 



Emma Brown 

Everyone lined up to feast on the prime rib buffet. 



Emma Brown 

Kids line up to get their face painted. 


Claus, and their elves arrived on a fire truck, 
since there was no snow to glide in a sleigh 
they had to find alternate transportation. 
Children gathered around them to greet them 
with hugs and smiles as they were overjoyed to 
see them arrive. 

Wonderful door prizes were given out 
to the adults while each child received a 
wrapped gift. Santa was available for pictures 
and had a line a mile long to spend with the 
boys and girls of the Brighton community. It 
was a time for family and fun, while enjoying 
the holiday spirit. 

It is a wonderful thing to host a 
Christmas celebrations as a community, which 
is essentially one big family. Great job to all of 
those who helped in making the party a suc- 
cess. 



Emma Brown 

Brighton Junior Miss 



Emma Brown 

4-H program kids sing Christmas carols. 


John Billie Sr. & Family Christmas Party 


By Lila Osceola 

BIG CYPRESS — The place to be on a Sunday 
afternoon a week before Christmas, celebrating an occasion 
that will bring people near and far. The much anticipated 
party that the Billie family has spent months preparing for 
was finally upon us. 

Many friends and family members gathered at the 
camp of John Billie Sr. on Dec. 17 from 8 a.m.-ll p.m. in 
Big Cypress to celebrate and have a great time this 
Christmas holiday. 

The family provided breakfast, and an early din- 
ner, with beautiful sounds of the band playing in the back 
ground. Two bands came to entertain, the early morning 
band was Andy Buster’s Band, and around 2 p.m. James 
Billie and his band got on stage and finished off the party 
with some Christmas music. 

Under the tents, tables were decorated with lovely 
Christmas table cloths. Christmas tree and many ornaments 
lined the tents to give it the Christmas party look. 

Bounce houses, rides, basketball, horseshoes, and 
lots of food brought more than 250 people to spend the 
day with the family. The day was beautiful, not too hot and 



Lila Osceola 

Louise Billie prepares the fish to be cooked. 




Carol Osceola and family hand out gifts. 


not cold, your typical fall day in Florida. But when the sun 
began to set the mosquitoes came out, which did not inter- 
fere with the joy that was being spread among the friends 
and family. 

After the kids got their share of riding rides, jump- 
ing in bounce houses, and playing basketball the time was 
near. The highlight for the kids came right after dinner 
around 4:30 pm, when they unveiled the pile of toys and 
gifts to be given to friends and family. 

Carol Osceola was the ring leader of this circus. 
She lined the kids up around the pile, and her and family 
members handed toys out to the crazy mob of kids. 

Kids of all ages waving and moaning ooh’s and 
awe’s as they distinguished who to give boy and girls toys 
to. Barbie™ dolls, Batman, Spiderman, cars, trucks, dolls, 
baby toys, foot balls, basketballs-so many decisions and so 
many kids. All the kids seemed more than pleased when it 
was over. 

After the mad rush was over, the family then 
brought the rest of the gifts to the older kids, the adults. 
Pots and pans, pillows, fishing poles, tool boxes, 
Tupperware®, kitchen accessories, flashlights, makeup, 
etc., needless to say the adults were just as excited and 
thankful to receive gifts as well. 

The horseshoe tournament went well into the 


night, long after the sun had set. 
Flash lights, mosquitoes, and full 
bellies played a major role in this 
tournament. Winners were: 
Ladies: 1. Betty Larkin-Osceola, 
2. Jennie Osceola, 3. Juanita 
Osceola; Men: 1 . Ray Kennedy, 

2. Ronnie Billie and 3. Darrin 
Osceola. 

As the night went on, 
Esther Gopher stood on the band 
stand and read out numbers for 
the raffle they were having. The 
family gave microwaves, play 
station, batman toys, scooters, 
saws, gift certificates, money, etc. 

Everyone walked away 
with something, full bellies, to go 
plates, gifts galore, plenty of 
mosquito bites; and a bundle of 
Christmas cheer. At night in the 
swamp is not good if you are a 
Lila Osceola mosquito magnet. The party was 
a beautiful success. Everyone 
who came had a great time, one 
could easily see by the looks on 
the faces of kids and adults alike. 


Lila Osceola 

Chelsea Mountain asks Santa for a ride. 


Hollywood Seniors Christmas Bash 



Lila Osceola 

Seniors waited patiently after Rod Stewart and lunch from Shorty’s for the Beatles to rock the house. 


By Lila Osceola 

HOLLYWOOD — Who said the elders don’t know 
how to party? The party was just getting started, on Dec. 22 at 
11 a.m. at the Senior’s Center. A Rod Stewart impersonator 
opened up the party with some oldies but goodies. He and the 
band played for a few hours, of course to save the best for 
later. 

Barbeque lunch was catered by Shorty’s Barbeque for 
everyone to eat. The food was excellent, along with the enter- 
tainment. Then later on the Beatles came on and had the 
women and men bobbin’ their heads and tappin’ their feet to 
the music. The party finally came to a close around 4 p.m. 

The room was packed full of Christmas spirit for the 
elder’s and family members to enjoy. Everyone was rockin’ to 
the music and remembering the good ol’ days. 



Lila Osceola 


Pat Gopher and Maggie Osceola. 
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1st Place winner Becky Marling. 


Judy Weeks 


Holiday Decorating Contest 
Illuminates Immokalee 


Immokalee community resi- 
dents went all out in an effort to create 
the most original and extraordinary dis- 
plays for the holidays. Days were spent 
hanging thousands of lights, decorating 
trees and installing scenes on roof tops 
and lawns. 

Traveling throughout the 
reservation, one could find whole 
streets a blaze with holiday cheer. 

Word spread quickly throughout the 
city of Immokalee and carloads of peo- 
ple would drive slowly around each 
evening to enjoy the beautiful sight. 


The contest was a closely 
guarded secret. It was impossible to 
know when your handy work would be 
judged or by whom. The only informa- 
tion available was that the work needed 
to be completed as soon as possible to 
be included in the contest and needed 
to remain in place through the holi- 
days. 

An unbiased panel of judges 
from outside the community made the 
winning decisions: 1. Becky Martinez, 
2. Dorothy Benson, 3. Susan Davis, 4. 
Elsa Zamora, 5. Ray Alvarado Jr. 


Employee Christmas Party 


By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE - 

An employee 
Christmas party took 
place at the Immokalee 
gym on Dec. 13. In the 
preceding weeks, 
employees had drawn 
names to learn for 
whom they were going 
to be a secret Santa. 

Following a 
blessing by Family 
Services’ Beverley 
Rose, a delicious 
luncheon was served 
with a festive holiday 
cake for dessert. Secret 
Santa packages were 
distributed from 
beneath the tree before 
the afternoon’s activi- 



Judy Weeks 

Jennifer Ramos holds up the coveted blue box while 
Elsa Tamora tears into her package. 



Judy Weeks 

ISY & LR Employees Gabriel Acosta and Carl 
Presley are ready to make lunch with their prizes. 


cated. 

After an hour 
the last of the gifts had 
been claimed. The win- 
ners were called by 
tables to the front of 
the room where they 
opened the prizes. 
Jennifer Ramos wound 
up with the coveted 
blue box which con- 
tained a holiday serv- 
ing platter. 

Charlotte 

Porcaro was shocked 
when she opened the 
red gift bag and pulled 
out a pair of red and 
black satin panties and 
bra which she good- 
naturedly modeled over 
her clothing. That bag 
had been owned by at 
least a dozen men 
before the game was 
over. 


ties got under way. 

A gift lottery had been 
organized with each player draw- 
ing five numbers. Matching num- 
bers were then drawn and called 
out over the microphone by 
Susan Davis. Each corresponding 
winner would select a gift from 
the table at the front of the room. 
There were over one hundred 
items ranging in size with the 
large ones disappearing quickly. 

Winners had the option 
of selecting a new gift or reliev- 
ing someone else of the one that 
they had chosen. A large heavy 
blue package and a red gift bag 
circulated around the room over 
and over again as it changed 
owners. 

Soon things became 
hilarious as people resorted to 
hiding the packages under their 
jackets or balancing them on 
their knees beneath the table to 
protect them from being confis- 



Judy Weeks 


Nutritionist Charlotte Porcaro models her 
prize from the gift lottery game. 



Cecilia Pequeno and Juanita Martinez prepare to open gifts 


Judy Weeks 





Immokalee Community 
Christmas Party 

This year’s community Christmas 
party was held in the conference room at the 
Immokalee Casino on Dec. 20, 2005. The 
room had been lavishly decorated for the 
occasion as a winter wonderland. A snowy 
scene was the backdrop for the generous 
buffet while the remainder of the room was 
draped with blue and white. 

Art lighting highlighted the ceiling 
giving the elusion of snowflakes and stars. 
Blue and white table cloths and numerous 
snow flocked Christmas trees created a win- 
tery atmosphere, enhanced by subtle, hazy 
lighting. Mounds of presents in colorful 
wrapping paper covered the stage area at the 
front of the room. 

Two buffets were provided featur- 
ing both adult and child friendly menus. For 
the grownup appetites, there was roast beef 
and pork tenderloin with numerous side 
dishes, fry bread and a variety of salads and 
relish trays. A short trip across the room pro- 
vided an opportunity for buffalo wings, 
jumbo hot dogs, sausages, hamburgers and 
French fries. For the sweet tooth in all of us, 
there were pies, cakes, candies and nuts. 

Immokalee Council Liaison Ralph 
Sanchez welcomed the gathering. 

“It gives me great pleasure to share 
my holidays with you here this evening. I 
have enjoyed very much the opportunity of 
working with you this past year and look 
forward to a very happy and prosperous New 
Year.” 


Judy Weeks 

The Immokalee Casino conference room was transformed into a winter wonderland. 


Judy Weeks 

Nancy Motlow and Allen Mclnturff distribute 
banks of beads. 


Following the banquet, Christmas 
presents were distributed to everyone. 

During the previous weeks a wish list had 
been compiled and every effort had been 
made to satisfy individual desires. Santa 
Claus Raymond Mora called out names 
while his helpers worked fran- 
tically to keep up with the dis- 
tribution of the mountain of 
gifts. 

Shouts of laughter and 
joy filled the room as packages 
were opened to reveal a vast 
variety of items. There were 
bicycles, skateboards, moon 
shoes, Barbie® with acces- 
sories, I pods, boom boxes, 

DVDs, lap top computers, 
portable beds, cookware and 
tools to name just a few of the 
presents. 

A nostalgic 
touch was the distri- 
bution of items that 
brought back memo- 
ries of days gone by. 

Many of the tribal 
members remem- 
bered past holidays 

in the villages and 
camps when Christmas meant a 
truckload of oranges, shanks of 
beads, yards of fabric and rick- 
rack. 

As she walked around 
the room giving out beads and 
fabric, Nancy Motlow said, “It’s 
moments like these that take us 
back to our roots and produce a 
warm holiday feeling. Many of 
the elders have expressed their 
gratitude and commented on what 
it means to them as they are 
reminded about family, friends 


and a past lifestyle that is slowly slipping 
away. We hope that by giving the children 
beads, we can spark their interest in our arts 
and crafts program where they will learn to 
carry on their heritage.” 

Entertainment included the Latin 


Judy Weeks 

Michelle Ford shows Toni Martinez and her son Carlos 
Bermuda her new DVD player. 


Explosion, a disc jockey and karaoke. Door 
prize tickets were distributed according to 
age groups. The winning number provided 
an opportunity to reach into the jar to draw a 
numbered chip which corresponded to a 
wrapped gift beneath the tree. 

A highlight of the evening was a 
pile of Seminole patchwork clothing that 
included skirts, jackets, vests, capes and 
dresses in all sizes. As the winning tickets 
were announced, the thrilled recipients 
rushed forward to collect their prizes. 


By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — There was no 
shortage of activities for the Immokalee 
community members this holiday season. In 
addition to the Seminole Tribe’s annual 
Christmas party, held at the Hollywood 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino, there 
were festivities planned throughout 
December, (see page for photos) 


Christmas Cookie Decorating Party 






Story by Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — On Dec. 21, 2005, Family 
Services took over the gym for an afternoon of old fash- 
ioned fun. All of the children of the Immokalee community 
were invited to decorate Christmas cookies. 

Tables were 
laid out with more than 
250 freshly baked cook- 
ies which had been cut 
into numerous holiday 
shapes. Frosting bags 
had been prepared with 
icing in red, blue, yel- 
low, white and green. 

Bowls of sprinkles, 
chocolate chips, cinna- 
mon hearts, M&M’s and 
colored sugars awaited 
the youngsters as they 
streamed into the build- 
ing after school. 

Immokalee 
Family Services 
employees Louise 
Pellitier, Cathrine 
Robinson, and Maria 
Ascieno were joined by 
Nutritionist Charlotte 
Porcaro and Education 
Intervention 

Representative Diana Rocha as 
they worked their way around the 
tables assisting with 
the cookies. 

Over 35 

happy children par- 
ticipated ranging in 
age from toddlers to 
teenagers. 

Squeezing 
the colored icing 
onto the cookies, 
they made beautiful 
Christmas trees, 
stars, Santas, angels, 
snowmen, teddy 
bears, bells and 
snowflakes. The 
proud artists exhibit- 
ed their cookies on 
green doilies covered 
plates to transport 
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Nutritionist Charlotte Porcaro 
and Family Services’ Cathrine 
Robinson check out Alexis 
Jimmie’s cookies. 


Judy Weeks 

Family Services Louise Pellitier helps 
Suhey Lagunes apply her frosting. 


Judy Weeks 

Family Services’ Cathrine Robinson assists with the cookie decorating. 


them home. 

To the delight of the 
youngsters, several parents 
and two SPD officers joined 
in the fun creating their own 
works of art and helping the 
children sample what they 
had done. Family Services 
provided Gatorade, water and 
fruit juice for refreshment. 

Several adults com- 
mented on how well behaved 
and appreciative the children 
were. Everyone seemed to 
enjoy themselves and several 
inquired about next time. 

Family Services representa- 
tives are looking forward to 
future opportunities to inter- 
act with the children in the Judy Weeks 

community. Destiny Jimmie is all smiles as she 

shows off her handiwork. 


Special Immokalee Recreation Activities 


By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — On Dec. 23, 
2005 the Recreation department sponsored a 
bowling tournament at the lanes in Lehigh 
Acres. The turnout was very good and the 
competition was brisk with winners having 
to put up a good fight for their rewards. 

Horseshoe enthusiasts gathered at 
the ball field on Dec. 24 for a Christmas Eve 
tournament. After several exciting hours of 
play the winners were: Men: 1. Kenny Joe 
Davis, 2. Gary Mclnturff, 3. Mario Posada; 
Women: 1. Susan Davis, 2. Laura Herran, 3. 


Louise Howard; Men’s Doubles: 1. Kenny 
Joe Davis and Ray Yzaguirre, 2. Homer 
Villareal and Eric, 3. Justin Villareal and 
Bobby Joe Hudson; Women’s Doubles: 1. 
Laura Herran and Louise Howard, 2. Cecelia 
Pequeno and Juanita Martinez, 3. Susan 
Davis and Jennifer Ramos. 

Recreation organized a field trip to 
the Miccosukee Festival on Dec. 30, 2005. 
Approximately 30 youngsters were trans- 
ported to the Trail for a day of discovery. 

The group enjoyed the dancers, vendors and 
storytellers, but had a special affection for 


the alligator wrestling which captivates both 
young and old. To top off a fascinating after- 
noon, the youngsters climbed aboard an air- 
boat and took flight across the River of 
Grass. 

Recreation’s Gary Mclnturff said, 
“We all had a great time, but I had to ask 
myself what I was doing down there with all 
those children. I guess it was a momentary 
lapse of sanity. Seriously, they all behaved 
very well and I wouldn’t hesitate to take 
them anywhere. In fact, we are planning a 
trip to a football game next.” 
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Immokalee Preschool Christmas Party 


By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE # The hol- 
iday season in Immokalee got under- 
way on Dec. 12, 2005, when the pre- 



Judy Weeks 

Santa helps James Mora collect his gifts. 


sters, one infant and three toddlers 
in the two year old category. All of 
them looked like Santa’s little elves 
in their white fur trimmed stocking 
caps adorned with their 
names in gold glitter. 

Santa’s Head Elf, 
Preschool Manager Michelle 
Ford, delighted the children 
with her outfit that included 
elfin shoes with turned up 
toes while teacher Rosa 
Garcia wore Mrs. Santa 
Claus’ apron. 

Maria Castro’s class 
gathered in front of the 
Christmas tree and performed 
several carols for the audi- 
ence of 50 family members 
and friends who had come to 
share in the occasion. 

Following the enter- 
tainment, Elaine Aguilar 
offered the prayer prior to 
the line forming for the 
luncheon. A wonderful 
Mexican buffet had been 
catered by Lazano’s Restaurant 
which included several out- 
standing dishes. 



Judy Weeks 


Jack Aguilar is all smiles as he drags 
his present across the floor. 


rounded by presents, he greeted each 
of the children who climbed upon his 
knee and shared a photographic 
moment with them before distribut- 
ing their gifts. 

Wrapping paper flew in all 




Judy Weeks 


Luncheon Buffet 


school held its annual Christmas 
party in the gym. The children had 
helped with the decorations by 
preparing a large wall hanging that 
included snowmen, wreaths, reindeer 
and Santa’s elves surrounded by a red 
garland. 

This year’s preschool has 
ten students comprised of six young- 


Preschool 
Director Leona 
Tommie Williams 
had traveled from 
Hollywood for the 
occasion with 
Education 
Coordinator Amber 
Giehtbrock and 
Disability 
Coordinator 
Hilary 

Denerstein. All 
three volun- 
teered their 
services in the 
buffet line 

which was served by the 
Preschool staff members. 

A festive holiday cake 
decorated with a small child 
surrounded by lambs was 
served for dessert. It was not 
only beautiful but delicious 
with strawberries hidden 
between the layers. 

Suddenly there was a 
knock at the door and who 
should appear but Santa Claus. 
Taking a chair beside the 
Christmas tree which was sur- 


directions as the children opened 
their presents and yelled with joy. 
However, no one could out do the 
exclamation of pleasure from Santa 
Claus when he received his surprise 
package. 

Skie Olesky, with his long 
white beard and jovial personality 
has volunteered his services to the 
community for several years and was 
rewarded with a Seminole jacket in 
traditional tribal red, white, black and 
yellow. It was a wonderful conclu- 
sion to a very happy occasion. 




Judy Weeks 

Santa was thrilled by his Christmas gift. 


Brighton Employees Get a Special Gift 





By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — Brighton Seminole reser- 
vation employees were given a very special 
Christmas present. A party was held at the bingo hall 
at Brighton Seminole Casino on Dec. 19 from 3- 6 
p.m. but what they never expected was to be individ- 
ually honored in a very special way. 

They each received a beautiful wall plaque 
and letter of appreciation with an award of money 
because they went above and beyond the call of duty 
in the aftermath of Hurricane Wilma. 

Devoted to their jobs, and willing to work 
more hours than required, Brighton Council 
Representative Andy Bowers expressed his deep 
gratitude for the employees of many departments. 

“Unless you were living under a rock you 
all know what we went through at Brighton Oct. 

23-30 this year,” he said. “You can try to prepare for 
a hurricane but what you have to put up with after- 
wards is a lot. But we had your support.” 

“Even though the Tribal operations were 
shut down all week some of you worked because it 
was your job, and others among you helped us 
because you wanted to help. We believe we should recog- 
nize those who helped us get through this time. Your con- 
tribution was valueless,” 

Bowers concluded. 

One by one 
Bowers and Board 
Representative Johnny 
Jones called forward 
employees from 17 
departments. Bowers 
gave special mention to 
the employees of the 
Department of Elder 
Affairs where the Hot 
Meals Director Leah 
Minnick made sure 
everyone was fed nutri- 
tious meals throughout 
the week. It was the 
unofficial command cen- 
ter. 

“These folks 
kept us going and this is 
where everyone came to 
find out what was going 
on,” said Bowers. 

He also recog- 


Susan Etxebarria 

Board Rep. Johnny Jones (L) and Council Rep. Andrew 
Bowers with Building and Grounds (L-R) Michael Phillips, 
Charlie Ford, and Judy Goodman. 

Rescue because they stayed on duty throughout the 
storm. And he complimented Kevin Osceola, manager of 

the Brighton Trading 
Post. 

“He had the 
foresight to get gen- 
erators at the gas 
pumps before the 
storm,” he told the 
employees. 

For several 
days the only place 
anyone for many 
miles around could 
get gas was at 
Brighton. With no 
electricity the work- 
ers at the store did a 
great job of collect- 
ing the cash without 
the aid of their com- 
puters, said Bowers. 
The 

employees were also 
shown appreciation 
by other Tribal lead- 
ers. “You are doing a 


Susan Etxebarria 

(L-R) Michele Thomas, Andrew Bowers, and Johnny Jones 
hand out door prizes. 


nized Jodi King and her Building and Grounds crew who 
did the bulk of cleanup after the storm. He praised Fire 


good job for the Tribe and making everything work for us 
a little easier,” said Board Representative Jones. 

President Moses Osceola made a 
special trip from Hollywood to thank the 
employees. 

“This has been a long year but a 
good year. It is time for you to enjoy your- 
selves here today and party hearty. Thank 
you for all your good work,” Osceola said. 

Some of the most fun at the 
Christmas party was having a chance to 
win one of the awesome door prizes. 
Among the many prizes there were: a 15 
inch flat screen TV, a Kodak digital cam- 
era, an electric deep fryer, a George 
Foreman cooker and many $50 gift certifi- 
cates to Outback Steakhouse. 

Every employee also received a 
very nice gift, a lined windbreaker jacket 
with the Seminole Tribe’s logo on it. 

All About Food of Boca Raton, 
Fla. catered the dinner and every table was 
decorated beautifully. Council 
Representative Bowers thanked his staff 
Susan Etxebarria including Michele Thomas and Jessica 

Billie for organizing the wonderful event. 


Santa and his helpers; (L-R) Michele Thomas, Jessica Billie, Johnny 
Jones, and Andrew Bowers. 
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Judy Weeks 


Group shot at employee appreciation luncheon at the Casino. 




Chairman Reviews 2005 at Luncheon 


By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — Chairman Mitchell 
Cypress invited all of the Immokalee employees 
of the Seminole Tribe to a Christmas luncheon at 
noon on Dec. 23, 2005 at the Immokalee Casino. 
Approximately 75 employees gathered for the 
occasion in the dining room. 

While waiting for lunch to be served, the 
chairman took advantage of the opportunity and 
addressed the group. 

“I am pleased to be able to stand here 
today and thank all of you for your valuable con- 
tributions to the vast progress that has taken place 
in Immokalee this past year,” he said. “So much 
has happened in such a short time.” 

“Your new administration building is 
nearing completion and I am looking forward to 
the ribbon cutting ceremony within a few months. 
The field office has been bursting at the seams as 
your community and its needs have grown. Finally 
you will have the facilities from which to carry 
out your duties. 

“Recreation has been remodeling the gym 
and creating a healthy atmosphere in which to 
implement a fitness program. A personal trainer 
has joined the staff, new equipment has arrived 
and before long we hope to have a fitness trail for 
everyone’s walking pleasure. Our nutritionist and 
community health representatives have done a 
great job of putting together a lifestyle balance 
program, organizing walking and bike marathons 
and weight loss contests. 

“As you all know, good health, exercise 
and basic physical fitness are very important pro- 
grams on my agenda and I am very pleased that 
Immokalee is going to have the facilities to help 
everyone create a better lifestyle for themselves. 

As employees your fitness is just as important as 
the people you serve because you will be better 
able to perform your duties and set an example for 
them. 

“The opening of Immokalee ’s first clinic 
is just a few days away and I see here in this room 
a wonderful group of people who will make up its 
staff. The seniors’ Hot Meals program has a home 
at last. This past year, its services have expanded 
to include bicycles, ceramics, arts and crafts and a 
record number of recreational trips.” 

“The Immokalee Educational department 
was at an all time high during 2005 with more 
high school graduates than ever before. The 
library has enhanced the learning programs with 
the aid of a tutor and after school study groups. 
Our future lies with our youth and it is very 
important that we prepare them for the responsi- 
bilities that lie ahead if we as Seminoles are to 
stand strong! 

“Immokalee ’s Family Services depart- 
ment has grown and is actively reaching out into 
the community. Their meetings, contests and 
youth oriented activities are establishing a valu- 
able link with the people they are here to assist. 
You have tried something new this year with all 
departments joining together to produce two com- 
munity block parties, which I am told were a fabu- 
lous success. By working together you have 
proven that there is no limit to what can be 
achieved. 


“This past year Immokalee ’s 
Comprehensive Plan for Development was 
approved. This has laid the ground work for new 
projects to begin which will include a church, pre- 
school, youth center, income properties, new hous- 
ing and much, much more.” 

In conclusion, Cypress said, “There is no 
way I can summarize the events of this past year 
without thanking everyone of you for the terrific 
job you performed during the crisis created by 
Hurricane Wilma. From the Seminole Police 
Department, Fire and Rescue, Utilities, Housing, 
and Maintenance to every other department on the 
Reservation, you did an extraordinary job and 
coordinated your efforts as you rushed to the aid 
of your community. I thank you all for a job well 
done and wish you a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year!” 

Before returning to his chair, Cypress 
inquired if anyone else would like to speak. 

Nutritionist Charlotte Porcaro thanked the 
chairman for his wonderful commentary before 
making her comments. 

“It has truly been a great year and I have 
enjoyed very much working with all of you. Merry 
Christmas and Happy New Year,” she said. 

Because of a prior commitment 
Registered Nurse and Clinic Administrator Debbie 
Haywood asked if she could speak next. 

“I am proud to announce that we have set 
the grand opening for the new clinic for Jan. 9,” 
she said. “This has been a long time coming and 
as you know we have encountered numerous 
obstacles along the way, but nothing that couldn’t 
be overcome. I joined the staff of the Seminole 
Tribe this past year and have to admit that I am 
enjoying this position more than any other job I’ve 
had in my thirty three year nursing career. 
Unfortunately, I have to leave you now, but I wish 
you a Merry Christmas and if I don’t see you 
again, Happy New Year.” 

Immokalee Events Coordinator for Nancy 
Motlow remarked on how much she had enjoyed 
working with everyone and looked forward to the 
coming year. 

“Your Council Representative Ralph 
Sanchez could not attend today because he is out 
of town, however, he asked me to wish all of you 
a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year,” she 
said. 

Community Health Representative Anna 
Puente spoke on how much she enjoyed her co- 
workers and the people of the community. 

“I want to thank all of you and especially 
the Seminole Tribe. Merry Christmas,” Puente 
said. 

Angie Arreguin replied, “I can’t thank the 
Seminole Tribe enough for all of the wonderful 
opportunities they have given me and I am looking 
forward to a wonderful new year.” 

Immokalee Casino Manager Tony 
Sanchez expressed his thanks to everyone for a job 
well done and offered holiday greetings. 

Curtis Weeks gave the invocation prior to 
the serving of the meal, offering thanks for a won- 
derful year and asked for God’s blessing for each 
and everyone in the year to come. 


New Year’s Eve Party at Recreation 


By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — The Recreation 
department opened the gym on New Year’s Eve to 
the community to provide a safe environment in 
which to welcome in the New Year. A disc jockey 
kept the building rocking while the partygoers 
danced, played volley ball and basketball. 


Refreshments were served. 

Gary and Vince Mclnturff, Raymond 
Mora and Dennis Gonzalez lit up the parking lot 
with a beautiful fireworks display that lasted for 
over an hour. And of course, the evening would 
not have been complete without sparklers, which 
are a favorite with everyone. 



Susan Etxebarria 


First Indian Baptist Academy (FIBA) students bring Christmas cheer through carols, 


FIBA Celebrates Christmas 


By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — The students at First 
Indian Baptist Academy (FIBA) performed in a 
special Christmas show for the parents and faculty 
on Dec. 16. It was their last day of school before 
the holiday season began. 

Accompanied by pianist and third- fourth 
grade teacher, Mike Zeirden, and the saxophonist, 
Luis Maisonet, the first- second grade teacher, the 
students sang traditional songs such as “O, Come 
All Ye Faithful,” “Joy to the World,” “Go Tell It 
On The Mountain” and “Silent Night.” 

Codene Jumper sang “Breath of Heaven” 


in her beautiful soprano voice. 

Acting Principal Darlene Holmes spoke 
to the guests about the importance of remembering 
the reason for the season and keeping Christ in 
Christmas and Pastor Wonder Johns reminded the 
children to always say “God bless you” whenever 
someone wished them a Merry Christmas. 

A Christmas party was held after the 
show in the school cafeteria where refreshments 
were served and each child and the teachers were 
presented with a Christmas present from under the 
Christmas tree. 
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Criminal Defense 



Emma Brown 


The 2nd graders posed with Santa at the annual Pull-Out Christmas party. 


Pull-Out Program Celebrates Christmas 



Santa and the Pull-Out 3rd graders. 


By Emma Brown 

BRIGHTON — On Dec. 16 Santa 
arrived by four-wheeler, due to the lack of snow 
on the ground to pull his sleigh, to greet the stu- 
dents of the Brighton Pull-Out Program. 

Students were so excited to see Santa ride up on 
his four-wheeler they could barely wait for him 
to stop to give him a great big hug. 

Each student received a stocking filled 
with goodies from Santa and spent the afternoon 
enjoying their Christmas party. They filled up on 
candy and cookies, played games in the school 



Emma Brown 

Santa and the kindergarten class. 



Emma Brown 


The first grade students at the party. 


yard, and enjoyed their day celebrating the Christmas 
season. 

The students of the Pull-Out Program never 
miss out on celebrating the holidays, the staff always 
provide them with lots off goodies and fun for each 
holiday. 


Education Dept Celebrates Christmas 



By Emma Brown 

CLEWISTON, FL — On Dec. 

13 the Education department gathered 
together at the Clewiston Country Club to 
celebrate the Christmas holiday. There was 
a wonderful lunch served buffet style, with 
succulent cakes for dessert that had every- 
one asking if they could have dessert first. 


Emma Brown 

(L-R) Shirley Sampson, Jenny Johns and Shelly Walker. 


Emma brown 

Shelly Walker opens her gift. 


The Language department staff pro- 
vided their always entertaining gift exchange 
game. This game always provides a great deal 
of fun and laughter as you never know what 
will be inside your gift. It could be a heavy box 
filled with rocks or filled with chocolates. Of 
course there was the real gift exchange that 
took place where everyone that brought a gift 
walks away with one. 

Brighton Intervention Specialist Tony 
Bullington brought along his guitar and pro- 
vided music for some of the staff to provide 


Emma Brown 

Willie Johns can’t wait to see. 


some singing enter- 
tainment. The carol 
had the “Jingle 
Bells” tune and 
with comical verses 
of Hurricane 
Wilma. Most of all 
the day was for the 
staff to get togeth- 
er, unwind, and 
appreciate them- 
selves and each 
other for the hard 
work they do 
throughout the 
year. 
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High School Students Receive Higher 
Education 101 Prepping them for College 


By Emma Brown 

BRIGHTON — Higher Education 
Advisor Erlinda Iley, Brighton Education Advisor 
Emma Brown and Brighton Intervention Specialist 
Tony Bullington visited Brighton high school stu- 
dents in the month of December. They made stops 
at the Okeechobee Freshman Campus, the 
Okeechobee High School and The First Indian 
Baptist Academy to speak to the students about 
college preparation. 

It is the goal of the Education department 
to familiarize students with the idea of college and 
preparation for getting into a college as early as 
possible. Each student was given a college time 
line which explained how early parents and stu- 
dents should start planning and preparing to take 
things like college entrance exams such as the SAT 
and ACT, how important GPA’s and credits are, 
about dual enrollment classes, etc. 

The students were also given tools to find 
what careers they may be interested in by being 
referred to certain websites that survey the students 
and give them lists of career compatibilities. 

The students were also given a folder with 
tons of information for them to refer to throughout 
high school to stay on track for entrance into col- 
lege along with business cards of the Education 
department staff to call at anytime for questions 
and assistance. Each packet also contained a hand 
book for parents that will also be mailed to the par- 
ents from the Brighton office. This hand book is a 
guide for parents on the types of ways they can 
assist their student in preparing for college. 

The Brighton Education department plans 



Emma Brown 


Higher Education department meeting with students. 



Emma Brown 

Moses “Big Shot” Jumper Jr. (back, right) with the students. 


on making these visits to 
the high school students at 
least three times a year, so 
hopefully a student in ninth 
grade will have heard how 
to go about getting into 
college at least 12 times 
formally before he/she 
graduates. Not to mention 
what they get at their local 
schools from guidance 
counselors, career fairs, 
and from the Brighton 
Education staff on an indi- 
vidual basis. 

Parental support 
and guidance is the pri- 
mary factor in student suc- 
cess; so parents please feel 
free to ask for help for the 
school or the Education 
department when needed. 
We are here to help 
throughout the entire 
process. If you are in need 
of any educational support 
please call your respective 
reservation Education 
department. 



4107 Davie Rd. Ext. 
Davie, FL 33024 

954 - 436-9905 
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Library Hosts After School Christmas Party 


By Emma Brown 

BRIGHTON 

— On Dec. 15 the 
Brighton library staff 
hosted an after school 
Christmas party for the 
Brighton reservation 
children. 

Most of the 
children received 
parental permission to 
get off the bus at the 
library to join in on the 
fun. The children played 
games, watched movies, 
and filled up on lots of 
goodies. 

It was a great 
idea to host a party at the 
library, because at the 
same time the staff could 
promote reading to the 
students as well. 

The children 
seemed to have enjoyed 
the party and the staff 
did a great job putting it 
together for them. 



Emma Brown 

(L-R) Aiyana Tommie, Camryn Thomas and Chloe Chalfant at the party. 


Ahfachkee Students Sing in Christmas 


By Susan Etxebarria 

BIG CYPRESS — A sea of faces at the 
Herman Osceola Gymnasium didn’t seem to faze the 
well-rehearsed children who ably performed from the 
beautifully decorated stage during the Ahfachkee 
School’s Christmas Program. 

The gym was 
wrapped in glittering 
Christmas decor and 
sparkling lights on Dec. 20. 

Parents sat comfortably at 
round tables waiting anx- 
iously to see if there kids 
would be up to the chal- 
lenge. They needn’t have 
worried. 

What wonderful 
composure most of the chil- 
dren exhibited as they per- 
formed with their individual 
classroom singing songs, 
playing musical instruments 
or performing solo. 

As parents took 
turns crawling forward to 
the front to take pictures and 
with many cameras flashing 
all around, it was obvious 
the parents were as excited 
as the children, the teachers 
were pleased and the kids 
were enjoying their 15 min- 
utes of fame. 

Acting Principal 
Lenora Roberts welcomed 
all the families and guests 
and congratulated the chil- 
dren for all their hard work. 

From the beginning 
to the end each class sang 
popular holiday songs with 
enthusiasm. Some of the 
presentations offered unique twists. Every class per- 
formed well but here are some of the highlights of the 
successful Christmas program. 


The kindergarten class was dressed in white 
costumes with big black buttons matching their song 
“Frosty, the Snowman.” The first graders wore red 


and white Santa hats as they sang their rendition of 
“Jingle Bells.” 

The second graders introduced a new instru- 
ment to the annual concert as a quartet of the students 
played traditional hand bells to the song “Jingle 
Bells.” The third graders received a round of applause 


as several children played a recorder, a flute like 
instrument. The fourth graders sang “Feliz Navidad,” 
which means “Merry Christmas” in Spanish. 

The tradi- 
tional 10 minute 
video produced by 
the Seventh and 
Eight grade classes 
was a big hit. The 
story entitled 
“Holiday Insanity” 
was written by the 
students, directed 
by the students 
and acted by the 
students. 

Johnathon 
Harto and Denny 
Hernandez acted 
as emcees who 
kept the pace of 
the program mov- 
ing along smooth- 
ly so afterwards 
the hungry crowd 
could eat a sump- 
tuous banquet 
while visiting with 
friends and family. 
Santa visited with 
children and their 
pictures were 
taken. 

This was 
how Ahfachkee ’s 
last day of school 
ended before the holidays where everyone had a 
chance to wish each other a Merry Christmas at this 
special Christmas party. 



Susan Ettberria 


The 2nd graders performed with handbells. 
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Last Surviving child of Jack Tommie & Sallie “Chupco” Tommie Receives Home 

Bessie Tommie , the last surviving child of thirteen , moves into Chupco ’s Landing Home 

Seminole 
Broadcasting and 
Communications. 

The pro- 
gram continued 
with Tommie 
reviewing some of 
the attributes of the 
homes, services 
provided by 
Seminole Police 
and other depart- 
ments. She read 
parts of the home- 
owner’s manual and 
reiterated the 
importance of this 
manual in reference 
to maintenance, 
rules and regula- 
tions, warranties 
and insurance infor- 
mation. “These 
rules and regula- 
tions are here to 




Submitted by Chairman’s Office 

FT. PIERCE — On the morning of Dec. 28 
2005, four more dreams became a reality. Tribal citi- 
zens Bessie Tommie, Leona Tommie-Williams, 
O’Hara Tommie and Antillis Stockton received keys 
to their new homes in Chupco ’s Landing. 

The weather 
was crisp while the sun 
shone brightly on this 
auspicious day. The 
new homeowners and 
representatives of vari- 
ous departments of the 
Seminole Tribe assem- 
bled for the ceremony 
at hand. 

Utilities 
Director Susie 
Kippenberger initiated 
the proceedings with a 
request of Leona 
Tommie-Williams for 
the invocation. After 
the prayer 
Kippenberger wel- 
comed all the attendees 
and congratulated the 
recipients. 

She explained 
a little history of the 
project to illustrate the 
journey of this momen- 
tous project. The con- 
struction design began 
in 1997. The actual 
groundbreaking for 
civil structure was on 
July 1, 2003, culminat- 
ing in the completion 
of the first group of homes in Sept. 2005. 

Kippenberger acknowledged Ft. Pierce 
Council Liaison Sally R. Tommie’s strong commit- 
ment to the Seminole community. She thanked the 


New homeowner O’Hara 


members of the Tribal Council for their long-term 
support and dedication for seeing this plan through. In 
concluding her comments Kippenberger shared in the 
excitement the recipients felt. 

“I’d like to congratulate you,” she said. “I’m 
very happy for you. I know this is like the biggest 
Christmas present you will 
have.” 

After an introduc- 
tion by Kippenberger, 
Tommie gave an eloquent 
and informative speech 
thanking the Chairman and 
the Tribal Council for their 
continued support and detail- 
ing the family lineage of this 
Seminole community. She 
spoke of the strength of the 
family matriarch and Bird 
clan member, Sallie Chupco 
Tommie “Grandma was a 
VERY strong woman that 
stood tall and confident with 
pride and determination to 
work hard and provide for 
her family “. 

“Hardwork, dedica- 
tion and a tremendous love 
for the Lord went hand in 
hand with the way that 
Grandma lived and that 
attributed to her long life on 
this earth”. According to trib- 
al records she was ninety 
nine at the time of her depar- 
Jamce Billie { ure f rom this world but WQ 
Tommie (right). believe that she was well 

over a hundred years old. 

She shared that the 

sons of this family-Walter, Buck, Fred, Cleve, 

George, and Buster-passed on before the sisters. It 
was the sisters-Rosalee, Hope, Marie, Minnie, and 
Bessie-that lived to carry on a legacy of perseverance 
and fortitude. 

Tommie stated “It is because 
of those daughters that we are here 
today as the daughters, sons, grand- 
daughters and grandsons of those 
women that have gone before us it is 
not because of us it is because of them 
and we owe them all the respect in the 
world by giving it to each other for a 
greater community”. For those of us 
who will be residents of Chupco ’s 
Landing, we will live there with the 
respect that our elders has instilled 
within us. We know that everything we 
do in that residence and outside the 
residence be it Hollywood, Brighton, 
Big Cypress, Immokalee, Tampa, 
Naples or Trail represents the Chupco 
Tommie name and of course The 
Seminole Tribe and we must represent 
in a way that would make our elders 
proud. It is important that we put our 
best foot forward in all that we do.” 

Tommie gave recognition and 
Janice Billie thanks to Kippenberger and the various 
departments in attendance including 
Utilities, Seminole Police Department, 


(L-R) Sally Tommie presents Bessie Tommie with her keys. 



Janice Billie 

Bessie Tommie (center) stands in front of her new Chupco’s Landing home. 



protect and serve 

the members and guest of this community, there is 
nothing contained within this manual that is designed 
to hurt anyone only to insure their safety” 

The time came to present the keys and the 
manual to the four new homeowners. Whereas all the 
previous occasions of presenting these homes in 
Chupco’s Landing were special this day was unique. 


On this day the only living child of Sally Chupco and 
Jack Tommie, Bessie Tommie received the keys to her 
brand new home. In a voice brimming with emotion 
Tommie reminisced how Bessie had always been a 
strong and loving influence in her life. Tommie also 
stated that this was a bitter sweet moment in time bit- 
terness in that the other brothers and sisters never got 
to see the beautiful homes and the beautiful communi- 
ty named in Grandmas honor “Chupco’s Landing” 


Both women and others in attendance wiped 
away tears as Sally hugged her “Mama Bessie” and 
“Grandma Bessie” to all the kids in the community as 
all the other Mamas and Grandmas has completed 
their earthly journey. Tommie presented her with her 
keys and manual she smiled and quietly said “Mvto!”. 
Tears were still present as Leona Tommie-Williams 

came up to receive 
her keys and 
expressed her joy. 
Leona applied for 
a home in the Fort 
Pierce community 
in hopes of living 
next door to her 
mom Minnie 
Tommie Howard 
and next door to 
her Aunt Bessie 
but as fate would 
have it on January 
26, 2005 Minnie 
went home to be 
with the Lord. The 
two gentlemen in 
the group received 
their keys with 
smiles. 

Following 
the presentations 
the ceremony 
wrapped up with a 
luncheon. After 
lunch a walk 
through of the new 
homes was conducted with the new home owners and 
staff. 

Bessie Tommie said she looked forward to 
sitting on her back porch and looking out over the 
lake in her backyard. The dream of owning her home 
on the Ft. Pierce Seminole reservation has finally 
come true. 


Janice Billie 

The new homeowners pose with Tribal employees who will work with them. 
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HOLLYWOOD, FL 

HARD ROCK PLAYMAKER CELEBRITY 
Charity Golf Tournament 


BONA VENTURE COUNTRY CLUB 

WESTON, FLORIDA 
Saturday, MahCh 4 th, 2006 


INVITED 


CELEBRITY 


GUESTS: 

Tommy Davidson 


July D\aj. 

TROY AlKMftN 
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tom Arnold 

Burt Reynolds 

LAVAR ARRINGTON 

CHRIS ROCK 
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Ray Lewis 
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M^ke Tyson 
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Jerr v Jones 

PARRY 5W1TZER 

MCMitL JLM-IU^I. 

liHAO'JlLLE O MEAL 

Steve Yo u ns 


Nelly 


/ 

\ 

y 

I 


El mu e Klsa- 
TEHRELL OWENS 
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Dan Mahinq 

Dliqu Sandehg 

Don Shu la 
Emwitt Smith 
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DftnnrN WDDD50IY 
ANNA KtiURNtKOVA 
PEYTON MANNING 
LtPIKE LEE 


PARTICIPANT/DOWOR 
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National £ L.dcal media 
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Hard Row hotel Pool 
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CELEBRITIES TO PLAY WFHH “HE 
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STAY TUNED FOB ALL OF 
THE EMCITIHG DETAILS IN 
DOR NEXT ISSUE! 
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Chairman Brings Christmas Cheer 
to Kids at Joe DiMaggio’s Hospital 

By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD — On Dec. 22, 

2005, the Chairman of the Seminole Tribe 
of Florida visited the Joe DiMaggio 
Children’s Hospital. Along with the 
Chairman was Ft. Pierce Liaison Sally 
Tommie and members of the Chairman’s 
team. 

A small group of hospital media 
staff followed Chairman Mitchell around 
the children’s ward as he spread Christmas 
joy and handed out brand new stuffed toys 
to the bedridden children spending their 
time in the intensive care unit for the holi- 
days. 

The kids were so happy to see 
the chairman smiling in his Santa hat giv- 
ing out toys to them. Incidentally, this is 
the third year in a row that the Tribe has 
participated in this annual chairman s Chairman brought gifts and joy to many infirmed children. 

Christmas visit. 



Felix DoBosz 



Melissa Sherman 


Kids anxiously line up as Chairman Cypress drives up in the fire truck loaded with toys, 


❖ 


Gifts 


Continued from page 1 


center called for each group of kids to 
line up by age group, one by one they 
waited patiently for there turn to 
receive there present. 

Winston Churchill once said 
“We make a living by what we get, but 
we make a life by what we give.” 
Mitchell Cypress touched so many 
young lives that day, each face filled 
with joy. 

“You must have been a really 
good boy this year,” Cypress said as 
he hand one child a huge box, he was 
so excited it barely touched his finger 
tips when he ran off to show his 
friends. 

Time after time each instance 
was almost the same as he gave out 
gift after gift from the fire truck that 
seemed to have an endless supply of 
presents. 

After the last child received a 
gift Boys & Girls Club Service 
Director Brown thanked Mitchell and 
the Seminole Tribe for their generosi- 
ty* 

“We are so glad to receive 
that phone call,” Brown said. “We 
were just going to have pizza.” 



Melissa Sherman 

Two girls smile as Cypress arrives. 



Melissa Sherman 

Chairman Cypress hands off a gift to a happy child. 



Melissa Sherman 


After receiving their gifts kids gathered in the gym for the pizza party. 


Happy New Year! 

Begin 2006 with a Healthy New Routine 

Please join us for a Weekly Walk in the Park 
For Hollywood Community Members and Employees 
Every Thursday at 12:00, John Williams Park, Hollywood. 
Prepare for the Rez Rally on Jan. 21 and then keep on walking! 

Any Questions? Call Tina at (954) 962-2009 


The Family Services Department’s 
ABE and WE Programs 
present 

Creating Vision: A Woman’s Perspective 


N You must be the change you wish to see in the world. 1 

M.K Gandhi 


Join us for the first women's creating vision event! 

An afternoon dedicated to providing tools, strengthen, 
and inspire the women of our tribe! Sessions to include 
tools for balancing your life, public speaking, resources 
on developing inner strength, and discovering your gifts 
and purpose. 

First time film screening of The Role of Seminole Women 
in Tribal Government by Haskell Indian University. 

Please join the Family Services Department 
Saturday, January 14th, 2006 from 11-3 pm. 

Lunch will be served. Old Hot IVleals Building 


interested? Please contact Jasmine Porter. Adult Education Administrator. 
Family Services Department. Seminole Tribe of Florida, 954.9S9.6940. ext 1313 
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February 3 & 4, 2006 
Hollywood Gym 
4-7 year olds 
Round Robin Format 
15-Player Roster 




1st, 2nd, 3rd Places 
Boy & Girl MVP 
Golden Glove Award 


V 


Team Sportsmanship Award 
' T-Shirts, 


V 


Bounce Housed 

I Is "1 

Dinner will be served Saturday Evening 




For Registration Contact 
(Bgij Terry Tartsah 954-605-5098 or 
^Mercedes Osceola, 954-966-6300 x!162 or x!163 
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Just a few minutes of time 

can last a lifetime 
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Casino Esh-te-may-bee Cbeke Setenpokvcuko 



Felix DoBosz 

Scott Weiland of VR sings and slithers in the limelight. 



Felix DoBosz 

Slash jams on his guitar while breaking into a sweat. 



Felix DoBosz 

Scott Weiland belts out the vocals to his legion of fans. 



Felix DoBosz 

Scott Jumps high into the air as Velvet Revolver plays it hard with Slash jamming away on lead guitar. 


Velvet Revolver Brings It to Hard Rock Live 


Story and Photos By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD — It was a 

balmy Jan. 2 evening when hard rock 
group Velvet Revolver 
finally hit the stage more 
than an hour-and-a-half 
late to the nearly sold 
out crowd. This was 
quite a way to bring in 
the New Year at the 
Seminole Hard Rock 
Hotel & Casino. 

The five-mem- 
ber group, Velvet 
Revolver, formed in 
2002 and consists of: 

Scott Weiland, vocals 
(ex- Stone Temple 
Pilots), Slash, guitar 
(ex-Guns N’ Roses, 

Slash’s Snakepit), Dave 
Kushner, rhythm guitar 
(ex-Dave Navarro, 

Wasted Youth), Duff 
McKagan, bass guitar 
(ex-Gun N’ Roses, 

Neurotic Outsiders), 

Matt Sorum, Drums (ex- 
Guns N’Roses, The Cult, 

Neurotic Outsiders). 

These aggres- 


power of their creative energies to 
generate a unique blend of rock 
music. 



sive rock musicians 
formed this new group 
when their old and 
hugely successful 
groups, Guns N’ Roses and Stone 
Temple Pilots, faded out. These guys 
had the right chemistry to play 
together and un-hamess the raw 


Felix DoBosz 

Slash wearing his lucky trademark black leather top hat. 


The original name for the 
super-group was Black Velvet 
Revolver, but lead guitarist Slash felt 
it was too long a name, like singer 


Weiland’s former band Stone Temple 
Pilots. 

They played most of their 
hits, namely “Slither” 

and “Fall to Pieces” 

from their 2004 hit 
album “Contraband.” 

One enthusias- 
tic young woman ran in 
swiftly from the side of 
the stage during Scott 
Weiland’s vocals and 
pranced on the stage. 
She wrapped her arms 
tightly around her rock 
star idol and wouldn’t 
let go. Suddenly, burly 
security men quickly 
surrounded her and 
pried her loose from the 
skinny contortionist 
dancer/singer. 

She was imme- 
diately escorted off the 
stage after thrusting 
both arms high in the 
air with victory signs 
and flashing a huge grin 
to the amused crowd. 
The band played on as 
though nothing had 
happened or it may just 
be something that hap- 
pens every time they 
perform for their legion 

of fans. 

VR has a new exciting 
album due out this spring while mix- 
ing in new songs for their 2006 tour. 


Southeastern 
Professional Bull 
Riders Compete at 
Hard Rock 

Submitted by Alina Viera, Bitner 
Goodman PR 

HOLLYWOOD — As the 

2005 Southeastern Bull Riding 
Series (SBRS) comes to a close; con- 
tenders throughout a six state area 
begin preparing for the series finals 
to be held at the Hard Rock Live, 

Feb. 3-5. 

“With over $25,000 in total 
prize money for this year’s event, we 
expect to have over 40 bull riders 
come down and put on a terrific 
show” said Jerry Byrd, an officer and 
founder of the SBRS. 

Nashville recording artist 
Memarie and her band are scheduled 
to open the day’s bull riding activi- 
ties and perform throughout the com- 
petition. 

The event schedule is Feb. 

3 from 7-10 p.m. and Feb. 4-5 from 
2-5 p.m. Tickets are $20; seats are 
, reserved and 
will be avail- 
able at the Hard 
Rock Live Box 
Office, opened 
Monday to Sunday from 
| noon until 7 p.m. To reach 
the box office by phone, call 
(954) 797-5531. 

Tickets are 
unavailable for pur- 
chase over the phone 
through the Hard 
Rock Live Box 
Office. Tickets pur- 
chased in-person at 
the box office will not 
incur a service charge. 
Tickets also are avail- 
able at all Ticketmaster 
outlets online at www.tick- 
etmaster.com or charge by 
phone: Miami-Dade (305) 358- 
5885, Broward (954) 523-3309, 
and Palm Beach (561) 966-3309. 
Doors open one-hour prior to show 
start time. 

Bull riding has become one 
of the fastest growing sports in the 
country in the past 10 years and has 
quickly climbed to over the $250 
million mark in combined sponsor- 
ship dollars and over 1 00 million in 
live event attendees. 

The SBRS is one of a select 
few professional bull riding organi- 
zations which compete exclusively in 
the Southeast U.S. and is headquar- 
tered in Robertsdale, Ala. The SBRS 
sanctions more than 1 00 SBRS qual- 
ifying bull rides throughout the 
Southeastern U.S. 




The Adult Basic Education Program presents: 
Computers 101: Fundamental Program Skills 


This course is designed for new computer users. The objective of this course is to provide fundamentals of all basic computer programs including 
word processing and spreadsheet, etc. Many fundamental skills will be covered in this class including the foundation to accessing emails, and key- 
board skills. This is the first class offered in this series and will build upon the knowledge gained in the first class. This class is required for future 
classes that will be offered in advanced Word Processing, Excel Spreadsheet, Charting, PowerPoint, and Outlook. 


Brighton Reservation Library 
January 24th & 26th, 2006 from 10-3 pm 
Free to all adult tribal members! Must be at least 18 years of age 
Please fill out below for enrollment and return by January 20th, 2006 
By reservation only and space is limited 


Last Name 


Address 


Contact Phone 


Reservation 


Please return to: Jasmine Porter, Adult Education Administrator Family Services Department, Seminole Tribe of Florida, 3100 N. 63rd 

Ave., Hollywood, FL, 33024. 

Or fax to 954.893.8856. For further information, please call 954.989.6840 ext. 1313. 
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Annual Seminole Hard Rock Winterfest Boat Parade 


By Felix DoBosz 

FT. LAUDERDALE, FL — Fireworks 
exploded high above the tugboat to announce to 
the massive crowd gathered impatiently for the 
start of a spectacular holiday celebration. 

Who’s got the brightest and best parade 
in America? Is it New York City’s Macy’s 
Thanksgiving Day Parade? Or maybe the 
Pasadena Rose Bowl Parade? Or the Orange 
Bowl Parade? What? None of these. Why it’s the 
Fort Lauderdale Seminole Hard Rock Winterfest 
Boat Parade. 

This is the first year of hosting this 
grand event for the Seminole Tribe of Florida 
and the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casinos. 

They were the proud sponsors of this premier 
South Florida celebration. American Idol Judge 
Randy Jackson from Fox TV’s hit show was 
grand marshal of this Christmas shimmering 
extravaganza up and down the Intracoastal 
waterway. 

This year’s festivities got underway 
around 6:30 p.m. on Dec. 17, at Port Everglades. 

The procession of almost 1 00 brightly decorat- 
ed boats traveled the 10 mile long stretch end- 
ing at Lake Santa Barbara near Pompano 
Beach, Fla. and then returned back to port. 

The theme of this year’s boat parade was “Jewel of the 
Nile.” The theme helped promote the new exhibit at the Museum of 
Art in Fort Lauderdale, called “Tutankhamen and the Golden Age of 
the Pharaohs.” 


Small boats, canoes, kayaks and Mega yachts were decorat- 
ed with brilliantly lighted sphinxes, hieroglyphics and other 
Egyptian symbols that also represented this current theme, some 
boats played The Bangles’ hit “Walk like an Egyptian.” 

Other vessels preferred the more traditional Christmas 
decor such as Santa and his reindeer. Many boats broadcasted holi- 
day songs to the enjoyment of hundreds of thousands of spectators 
lined up along the shore. 


A small army of buses was used to 
transport most of the public to the small area 
park between the Atlantic Ocean and the 
Intracoastal waterway. At Hugh Taylor Birch 
State Park spectators were thick with lawn 
chairs and blankets, so were the insects that 
stung those gathered without mercy along the 
woods leading to the viewing areas. A com- 
munity stage was setup in a central clearing 
area to entertain the festive crowd waiting for 
the parade to get underway. Booths and tents 
sold all kinds of snack foods, drinks and 
crafts. 

The Seminole Tribe was well repre- 
sented with Big Cypress’s Billie Swamp 
Safari, bird expert Rey Bacerra and his group 
was on hand to show off to the public three 
large birds and promote BC as main tourist 
attraction. Crowds gathered to hear Bacerra 
speak about his beautiful hawks, falcons and 
bird of prey. 

He answered all their questions with 
his easy going style and invited all of them to 
visit Billie Swamp Safari and the museum with 
their families and friends to enjoy taking an 
educational Everglades eco-tour less than an 
hour from where they the crowd stood. 
Hollywood Representative Max Osceola was interviewed 
by WSVN-Channel 7’s, gorgeous Elita Loresca, He said he could 
remember 30 years ago sitting on the side of the Intracoastal with 
his little niece, wishing he could participate. 

Max was 
quoted, “This time 
as a Seminole Tribal 
leader and because 
of the blessings we 
have received we 
are able to support 
and participate in 
the best event in 
Southern Florida.” 
The 

Seminole Tribe of 
Florida held their 
festive holiday party 
on the mega yacht 
called Biscayne 
Lady. The Jewel of 
Florida was also 
decorated in purple 
lights, while on top 
in big red and 
black letters was 
Seminole Tribe of 
Florida and to the 
right an illuminated 
Seminole Hard 
Rock Casino & 
Hotel logo. 

On the 
bow of the ship 
standing majesti- 
cally and waving to 
the huge crowds 

was Seminole Princess for 2005 Christine McCall enjoying the fun 
festivities with the rest of VIP guests. 

The Hanneford Family circus performed on a barge that 
floated slowly by displaying trapeze artists swinging around in uni- 
son, clowns, jugglers, and show girls in costumed outfits. 
Motorcyclist stuntmen went round and round on spherical ramps. It 
was a magnificent night to behold the spirit of the holidays that 
only South Florida could deliver. 



Wanda Bowers 


Little Mr. Seminole Mathew 
Osceola Jr. and Miss Seminole 
Christine McCall on the boat. 



Felix DoBosz 


“Jewel of Florida” is brightly decorated with colored lights floats by as thousands of holiday spectators enjoy 
reviewing the boat parade along the shoreline of the Intracoastal Waterway in Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. 



Wanda Bowers 


Miss Miami, King Tut and 2005 
Seminole Princess Christine McCall on 
the Seminole Boat, “Jewel of Florida.” 



Felix DoBosz 


Speedboat with two plasma TV’s. 



Felix DoBosz 

Rey Becerra shows off bird of prey. 



Hawaiian Canoe moves rapidly down the Intracoastal waterway. 



Felix DoBosz 

Santa’s helpers on Merry Boat. 


Felix DoBosz 


Santa’s helpers dance with spirit. 




Felix DoBosz 


A fan favorite was the Wooden Soldiers, a fixture at Winterfest boat parade for 
the past 28 years. Nine toy soldiers collapse when a cannon is fired, then they 
set up again; this is repeated more than 200 times along the 10 mile route. 



On 2005 Models 


On 2006 Models 
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State-ofaLe-Art tiqulpment * ASK Certified Technicians * Honest ■* 


Your Neighborhood Automotive Repair Center* 
Established vendor of 
Seminole Tribe & Seminole Police Dept. 


PREFERRED AUTOMOTIVE, INC. 

5935 Wf;st Park Road 
Hollywood, FL 33021 
(954) 989-3060 

Sdme f dPuJLcdinj fur 16 years. 


Ml CHfcm.- 


Wviili 5 £ih 


EHil 71 


AnnUJi; 


Approved 
Auto Repair 


UPe Jwnor most extended warranty policies. 


Fled. MainLcnunee * Scheduled MainLmunce * Over 30 Ym, Experience * 


Debbie Haywood 


Judy Weeks 


feel like her extended family. 

Whether riding through the woods on a 
swamp buggy, holding a fishing pole in her hands, 
digging in the garden, painting the house or nursing 
the community, she was always laughing and happy. 

Tribal member Michelle Ford read a wonder- 
ful and appropriate poem entitled “A Message from 
Heaven.” 

Her mother-in-law, Mrs. Peggy Haywood, 
said Debbie was a woman of endless talent. “My liv- 
ing room is filled with the many things she has made 
for me. A duck lamp, a gold bird over the mantle, and 
decoupage plates of family and friends. Her most 
recent accomplishment was a plate with the pictures 
of the Immokalee Tribal seniors which she planned to 
hang on the clinic wall.” 

Her mother, Virginia Davis-Giordano, from 
Baltimore, Md., and her sister, Sheree Waddell of 
Wichita, Ks., were guests of the Seminole Tribe on a 
tour of the clinic which Debbie had so looked forward 


to opening. 


Friday for the Christmas luncheon and addressed the 
gathering. I recall her saying how much she enjoyed 
working for the Tribe and the community. They had 
made her feel so welcome and her staff had become 


one will ever fill 
Debbie 

Haywood’s shoes or the place she holds in our 
hearts.” 

Charlotte Porcaro said, “She was very pro- 
fessional and dedicated to the people she served. I 


South Florida's number one country western 
nightetub and restaurant 






The Round Up is South Florida's 
number one country western 
nightclub and restaurant. 
Wednesday - Sunday 
6 p.m. to 4 a.m. T 
four full-liquor bars seven 
gourmet dinners served all night. 

Billy Carrington with special guest Jesse Lee 

Sunduif Wight Tebmury 19th * Advance > 72 , Dp if of Show $15 


Dance Lessons 

Wednesday - Advanced t ine Dance, 7:30 pm-8:30 pm 
Thursday - Always Two-Step , 8 pw - 9 pm 
Beginners Line Damn? Lessons, 7 pm - 8 pm 
Friday - Intermediate Line Dance, 7:30 pm - 8:30 pm 
Saturday - Line Dance Lessons, 7 pm - S pm 
Couples Dance Lessons, 8 pm - 9 pm 
Sunday - Beginner i me Dance Lessons -7 pm - 9 pm 

With good food, great music, a targe dance floor, the best entertainment, 
the most outrageous drink specials, and rooms packed full of beautiful 
people, a good time is a sure thing at The Wodd Famous Round Up" 

The Round Up is located at: 

9020 W. State Road 84 
Davie, Florida 33324* 

(Southwest Comer of 1-595 and Pine Island Road in the Pine TsJanti Plaza) 


Memorial Luncheon for Debbie Haywood 


remember her driving all the way from 
Clewiston on Saturday to check on a trib- 
al member who wasn’t feeling well even 
though it was her day off. She didn’t take 
her job as a position, but rather a respon- 
sibility.” 

Angie Arreguin fought with 
emotion to say, “I’m finding it so hard to 
speak. She had so much enthusiasm and 
we all loved her. Anna Puente couldn’t be 
here because she is on a trip, but asked 
me to tell you that she feels as though 
she has lost her best friend or sister. She 
will miss working with Debbie very 
much.” 

The room was charged with 
emotion as Hazel Gergencer stood up. “I 
want to take this opportunity to thank all 
of you on behalf of our family for your 
kind words. It would have meant so 
much to Debbie to hear what kind of an 
impact she had on the people around her. 

My brother and my nephew have both 
told me that she said the time she has 
been with the Seminole Tribe were the 
happiest days in her nursing career. We 
deeply appreciate your sympathy.” 

Nancy Motlow put the commu- 
nity’s feelings into words when she said, 

“I was very proud that we were about to 
achieve the long awaited goal of our own 
health facilities and clinic. From the time 
of Debbie Haywood’s arrival she strived 
to fulfill our needs, while struggling daily 
with the many obstacles that arose in her 
path. She spent months dealing with 
occupancy permits, utilities malfunc- 
tions, lack of communications and office 
equipment, while continuing to serve the 
community well. It will be very difficult 
to find anyone as capable and dedicated 
to carry on her work.” 

Gary Mclnturff said, “She was a people per- 
son and I have never known anyone as happy and 
upbeat as she was. She had a fabulous sense of humor, 
while being strong and capable.” 

A memorial service was held on Tuesday 
evening at the Akin-Davis Funeral Home in LaBelle. 
Teresa Reynolds led the proceedings by reviewing 
Debbie’s lifetime of achievements which she packed 
into 54 wonderful years. Her life’s ambition was help- 
ing others in their times of need. Her endless compas- 
sion could be found at Hospice or the bedside of a 
child dying from cancer. She was there for it all. She 
hated turmoil and conflict. She would say there wasn’t 
enough time for such things. 

Debbie’s love for her family held no bound- 
aries. She cherished every minute of her life with her 
husband and friend, Jim, and was extremely close to 
all three of her sons. She doted upon her grandchil- 
dren and looked forward to the ones she will never 
know. Her door was always open; she made others 


By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — Employees of the 
Seminole Tribe and Immokalee community residents 
gathered at the Immokalee Casino on Dec. 30, 2005, 
for a memorial luncheon for Debbie Haywood. The 
community suffered a tragic loss when their clinic 
administrator became involved in a fatal traffic acci- 
dent on Dec. 28. 

Deborah Kay Haywood was born in Havre 
De Grace, Md. in 1951. She met and married long- 
time Florida resident James Haywood in 1971. She 
made South Florida her home for the next 35 years. 

A graduate of the Sacred Heart School of 
Nursing in Allentown, Penn., she received her bache- 
lor’s degree from St. Joseph’s in North Windham, 
Maine. For 33 years she pursued an exemplary career 


as a registered nurse before taking the position of 
administrator for the new Immokalee clinic. 

She and her husband made their home in the 
Okeechobee/Clewiston, Fla. area where they raised 
three sons, James, Joseph and Joshua. At the time of 
her passing, she had five wonderful grandchildren 
who meant the world to her. 

A beautiful floral wreath in Tribal colors of 
red, black, yellow and white encircled a photograph of 
Debbie seated at her desk in the clinic. The same 
facility she was working so hard to get opened for the 
community. 

Her devoted mother-in-law and friend, Peggy 
Haywood, attended the luncheon with her sisters-in- 
law, Susan Keener and Hazel Gergencer. Nutritionist 
Charlotte Porcaro led the group in prayer. 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress gave a heartfelt 

speech. 

“When someone leaves us, I try to think back 
to the last time we were together and what conversa- 
tion we had,” he said. “Debbie was here with us last 


like a part of her family. 

“She then said T’m sorry that I have to leave 
you now, but I must go.’ I don’t recall if she said she 
had an appointment or if she had to go home. As she 
left the room, she waved and said, ‘Goodbye, Merry 
Christmas and if I don’t see you again, have a happy 
New Year.’ Life is not planned and no one knows 
what the next minute will bring. My interpretation of 
her statement was that she was telling us something 
that she didn’t know herself. 

“I wish to think that she was telling us that 
she had an appointment with God and would be going 
home. Many times during our lives, things of this 
nature happen and we never realize the significance of 
the moment.” 

Cypress concluded by saying, “I think of us 
all as a happy fami- 
ly here and a part of 
the Seminole Tribe. 
Debbie was one of 
our family members 
and we will miss 
her very much. 
Please remember 
her and her family 
in your prayers as I 
surely will. In a big 
part of the world, 
people say goodbye 
when they leave 
each other. It is in 
our tradition we 
never say goodbye 
as we depart. 
Instead, we say ‘I’ll 
see you later, I’ve 
enjoyed seeing you 
or I’ll catch you 
next time.’ Never 
say goodbye 
because we never 
know.” 

Jarixsa 

Yslas stood up and 
with tears in her 
eyes said, “I don’t 
feel that Debbie is really gone. She wasn’t my super- 
visor, she was my friend. My daughter was very sick 
and she helped me through some very rough times. I 
don’t know how I will manage now without her, but I 
know she would want me to be strong. 

“There were so many problems trying to get 
the clinic open and she worked so hard to overcome 
them. She would always say, ‘We’re in a soap opera.’ 
Now as I try to make sense out of what happened in 
the last two days, I feel like I hear her voice but can’t 
hear what she is saying. I want to believe that she is 
telling me that everything will be okay.” 

Taking the floor Judy Weeks remarked, 
“Debbie had a wonderful quality in which she made 
everyone feel special. She was the most optimistic 
person I have ever known and would always turn 
adversity into something positive. I would ask about 
the progress at the clinic and she would say, ‘Not 
good at all, but I have a wonderful new person on 
staff that I can’t wait for you to meet.’ When accept- 
ing responsibility for a department it is so easy to say 

‘I took care of it 
or I did it.’ 

Debbie never said 
‘I,’ everything 
was ‘We.’ She 
was a real team 
player and recog- 
nized that 
through a com- 
bined effort, great 
things can be 
accomplished.” 

Weeks 
finished by say- 
ing, “When the 
clinic is finally 
up and running, 
she will be there 
with us in spirit 
opening its’ 
doors. Although 
the Seminole 
Tribe will 
undoubtedly find 
some very capa- 
ble individual to 
carry on where 
she left off, no 


Judy Weeks 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress and Nancy Motlow pay tribute to Debbie Haywood. 


Judy Weeks 

Sister-in-law Susan Keener, Mother-in-law Peggy Haywood, Chairman Mitchell 
Cypress, Sister-in-law Hazel Gergencer. 









SBRS BULLRIDING NATIONAL FINALS 


WITH COUNTRY SINGER CHRIS CUEVAS) 



SEMINOLE HARO ROCK 
HOTEL & CASINO 


1 Seminole way f hqiIywqgq, fL 33311 


WATCH THESE RIDERS COMPETE FOR $25,000 

FEBRUARY 3-5 

COME EARLY. STAY LATE, Over 2.000 games, 24 shops 1 7 restaurants 11 clubs & lounges. 
500 luxurious rooms and a European style spa. The Seminole Hard Hock Hotel and Casino. 

SET TICKETS 

Hard Rock Live Box Office: Noun - 7PM Dally 
ladc ctmastcr outtols and wvvwJckjGtfimster.com 
or charge by phone Miami/Dade: 305 353 5665 
Broward: 954.523.3309 / Palm Beadi; 501.906 .3309 

All tickets subject to applicable service charges. 
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Little Mr. & Little Miss Seminole 2006-2007 Contest 



Sponsored by: 

Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc. 

Hollywood, Florida 

Location: 

At the Hard Rock Live 

Friday February 10, 2006, 5:00 p.m. 

Contestants must be: 

1 . Enrolled Tribal Member 

2. 5-7 years old 

3. Florida resident 

For more information and applications, please 
contact the following: Hollywood. Wanda Bowers 
(954) 966-6300, Ext. 1468, Priscilla Sayen (954) 
966-6300, Ext. 1461, Big Cypress: Alice Billie 
(863) 902-3200 and Brighton: Salina Dorgan 
(863) 763-2402 
Application Deadline: 

Thursday February 9, 2006, 5:00 p.m. 

Fax to (954) 967-3488 (call to confirm fax 
received) or carry it into the Secretary’s Office. 


2006 SEMINOLE TRIBAL FAIR 

LITTLE MR. & LITTLE MISS SEMINOLE CONTEST 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2006 

Contestant Application 

Contestant # 

( check one) 

LITTLE MISS. or LITTLE MR. SEMINOLE - 2006 


Date: 

Child s Name: Age: 

Enrollment Number : Date of Birth Res: 


Parent or Guardian Signature Print Name 

(circle one) 

Contestants must be an enrolled tribal member, Florida resident 
between the ages of 5 to7 years old by Feb. 10, 2006. 

NO EXCEPTIONS. 

Registration Deadline is Thursday, February 9, 2006 at 5 p.m. 
All contestants must be preregistered. 

There will be no applications taken on the day of contest. 

Friday February 10. 2006. 

Please confirm that your fax has been received by 
Secretaries Office. 954-966-6300 ext. 1468 or 1463 (Wanda or Nicki) 

Lit 7 Mr. & Miss. Contest 
Princess Committee (Sec. Off.) 

Tribal Fair Committee 
Fax#954-96 7-3488 



FIRST BANK 

OF INDIANTOWN 

"Serving our conimunilius sint:o 1 960" 

Your Hometown Bank 
Serving the Seminole Tribe for 8 Years 

You get friendly, personal service, and a full 
range ol loan and deposit products, 

including: 

Aulo l oans * Home Loans 
Personal and Business Checking, 
Savings, and Certificates of Deposit 

AND - You can bank unline, 2A hours a day, 7 days a week. 


Four Coriverheri* Locations to Sen-# You 


Main Oi.Oec 

1S.S8H S.W Wjirfidd HkiJ. 

I'.O. licix H, ^ 

India nlown, Florida 34056 
(77'/) 7IJ51 

f JJL r'tf iif yhcc h 

20.1 Eg*T North Pa p k St res: 

Ofcmr/Finbw i - J l liimln 14^77 

1.003') 357-OOflO 


Pufm Ciln ikandi 

:HI()1 5. W. M.;ji lii'i I Jim US K I vi I . 
I'.f ). ttr*x r ,i r . 

Film City. Florida 349&1 
(777) ? h i r.jstn 

f irkt'fNfii h 

1205 E. Srat& Rrsid 7S r Bidfi. A 

I ;skL fe |inrl 1 I limrlij 33471 

1003) 946-0 I 20 
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Ultimate 


& Entertainment 

Premium Seating For 
All Local & National Events 




• Theatre 


For All Events Call: 

^^(305) 444-TIXX (8499) (800) 881-8499 

at: www.prefarredultimate.com 

Happy with our Entertainment Service? 
Try our Full Travel Service 

Cruises • Hotels • Airlines 

305-445-6566 or (866)445-6566 
Visit us at: www.preferredultimatetravel.com 


Wfc Ol-ilVtiJ - All IMci Curcii Ciiluu Accl-|?1® 


Upcoming Events: 
Jingle Ball 
Gwen Stefani 
Clay Aiken 
B-52’s 
Billy Joel 
Aerosmith 
WWE Royal Rumble 
Bon Jovi 
INXS 

Willie Nelson 
Queen 

Ringiing Bros. Circus 
Miami Heat 
Miami Dolphins 
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By Adelsa Williams 

HOLLYWOOD — On Dec. 6, Trail Liaison 
William Osceola held his annual Christmas party for the 
enjoyment of the Trail Seminole community. The grand 
event took place at the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & 
Casino’s ballroom-a first from the usual annual party which 
is usually held at Miccosukee Hotel and Casino in Miami, 
Fla. 

The party was emceed by Junior Battiest, who 
made his way to the tables in search for Tribal officials who 
got a chance to attend the event, so they could each take 
turns at the microphone to wish the crowd a Happy 
Holidays. 

Battiest also assisted Liaison William Osceola 
handing out prizes to the winners of the raffles, as their 
number were called. Battiest did a great job humoring the 
winners with his witty comical remarks. 

Along with the raffle, every child in 
attendance received a gift from Santa Claus 
himself who surprised everyone with an unex- 
pected entrance and also posed with the chil- 
dren for a Polaroid picture as they received 
their Christmas present. 

Santa’s helpers included Seminole 
Tribe of Florida employees who helped coordi- 
nate serve as photographers for Santa’s photos 
and distribute raffle tickets to everyone who 
attended the party including the adults and chil- 
dren. They also assisted with the guest list 
check at the entrance door. Special thanks to 
Santa’s helpers, Glenda Weiser, Yvonne Waters, 

Laura Sa, Tasha Derienzo and Nikki Derienzo. 

After a fabulous buffet style holiday 
dinner, the holiday party got going with music 
entertainment by Nammy award winner Micki 
Free, who played his guitar along with Derek 
Miller and Keith Sceola with the band of wild 
Indians who played the crowd’s favorite fry 
bread song. 

Music performances also included 
Matt Kramer, formerly lead singer of the 
Saigon Kick band and last but not least Tribal 
citizen Spencer Battiest delighted the crowd with 
his solo performance of a Christmas song. 


Trail Seminoles Celebrate Christmas 
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Semino 


Come join her at the (lathering of ||t 
in AlbuQuerQjje, New Mexiafp 
for the Miss Indian World Pageant 
April 28f?9, 2006 


p/ease contact Wanda Bowers 

(954)966-6300x1468 

Pageant lo be held on Thursday, April 17, 20% 


Christine E. McCall, I9yrs old, Hollywood Florida 
Hollywood Reservation 

Florida State University. Majoring in Social Work 
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'The Buying Place" . . 

Experience Native American culture and 
explore luxurious Seminole retail 
providing one of a kind 
authentic Native American art work. 

We are open 

7 days a week 

Sundays - Saturdays 
10:00 am -12:00 am 

Located at the 

Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino 
on the Casino floor. 

1 Seminole Way 
Hollywood, FL 333 14 
(954) 797-5550 
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Announcements * Ahaaheeke ❖ Nak-ohkerkecetv 


Birthdays 


Poems 


Look Who Tied the Knot! 



Birthday wishes to my one and 
only precious daughter, Valerie. We have 
encountered a lot together and still more 
coming, I will be there when you call. 
Calm down keep the faith and always 
laugh. 

We love you, 

Mom (Virginia Mitchell) Daddy 
(Ed), Dad (Michael Frank) Jesse, 

Victor, Shelli, Jewel, Collin, Vinson, & 
Family, Wanda, Myra & Kids, Aunties, 
Uncles, Cousins, the Mitchell’s (in 
Tennessee) and Barnards. 


Wishing our very own Victor 
many wishes on his 1 5th birthday in 
January. My first grandson whom I over- 
protected all his life now has grown to be 
a handsome young man. Now he is the 
protector to make you feel safe. 

We all love you Vic, 

Grandma, Ed, Shelli, Jesse, 
Valerie, Dad (Vinson) & Family, Jewel, 
Collin, Great Grandpa and Great 
Grandma 



Happy 4th birthday to our “Big 
Boy,” Bronnsun DeAndre Heard on Jan. 
8. Every year you surprise us with some- 
thing different, and we can’t wait to see 
what’s next. 

You have grown so much, and we 
love you for the boy you are. You care for 
everyone and have a big heart for such a 
young boy! You’re the best big brother, so 
keep up the good work! 

We love you with all our hearts, 

Mom (Lila), Dad(Tony), little 
sister Stailee Grandpa (Moses), Shawn, 
Uncle Blake, Ashley and all your family 
back home. 




Mckenzie Rose Sherman, what 
happened to my little baby? In three short 
years you can put on your shoes, dress 
your baby dolls, ride your scooter, change 
your mind and tease your brother in less 
than five minutes. 

Even when you turn 30 you will 
still be my little baby. Baby girl, never 
stop having the courage to be just the way 
you are. I love you and may God bless 
you in all your new adventures. 

Love always, Mommy (Melissa), 
Daddy (Michael) and big brother Robbi 
Sherman. 


A Special Daughter 

No daughter in this world is entitled to 
more love, more sunshine, more laughter 
more bluer skies above 

I miss you so much, since I’ve been away 
each moment you ’re on my mind and I 
hope that you ’re okay 

No daughter in this world is qualified to 
take your place 

My angel you ’re one of a kind and I can ’t 
wait to see your face 

You are special to me and I really must 
add 

Words can ’t explain, how much you mean 
to your Dad 

No daughter in this world has the kind of 
smile that makes a father happy to have 
you as his child 

I must admit that it’s hard being so far 
apart 

But I know that you ’re grieving and hurt- 
ing in your heart 

No daughter in this world deserves to 
have your traits 

We have some catching up to do when I 
walk outside these gates 

You mean more to me than mere words 
can define 

The poem is just for you and I mean every 
line 

It’s hard not being able to do things with 
you 

But when this is all over we both can start 
brand new 

No daughter in this world could come 
close to compete 

You ’re my lovely daughter, so kind, so 
sweet 

Christmas is around the corner and then a 
brand new year 

So I want to start early sending out my 
holiday cheer 

You ’re special to me and that s well known 
You ’re my sweet angel I’m glad to have 
you as my own 

There s so much that we ’re missing like 
movies, pizza and such 

This poem to you is meant to keep our 
hearts in touch 

Your name stands for gentle care, for 
pride and good advice 

Larissa you are everything that s wonder- 
ful and nice 

All my love, 

Dad 

Alex Tucker 


We Finally Did It! 

Mr. Chris Allen 
Sanchez, Panther clan, of 
Immokalee and Ms. Corinna 
Frank, Bird clan, of Big Cypress 
took their vows of matrimony to 
become husband and wife on 
Nov. 19,2005 at the Hollywood 
Seminole Hard Rock & Casino 
at 3:30 p.m. 

The groom is son of 
Antonio and Mary Sanchez of 
Immokalee. The bride is the 
daughter of the late Bobby 
Frank and Edna Frank of 
Hollywood. 

Many family and 
friends were there to witness 
this long awaited union of these two 
souls!! 

Many thanks are owed to the staff 
of Seminole Hard Rock, Catering Director 
Mark Tascione and Coordinator Heather, 
for making this day a wonderful one! 

Many thanks also to Cousin Oliver 
Wareham, Panther clan, for being our 
wedding photographer on this special day. 

A special thanks goes out to our 
wedding party; who are as follows: Best 
Man Ralph Sanchez Sr., groom’s brother, 
Maid of Honor Judy Jim, longtime friend 
of bride, Robert Frank Jr., brother of the 
bride who gave her a way, Flower Girl 



Elizabeth Frank, bride’s niece, Ring 
Bearers Jonathon and Justin Frank, twin 
nephews of bride. 

Bridesmaids: Tracy Stitts, child- 
hood friend of bride, Diane Sanchez, 
groom’s daughter, Ann Tucker, bride’s sis- 
ter. 

Groomsmen: Andy Sanchez Jr., 
groom’s cousin, Frank Sanchez III, 
groom’s cousin, Eric Sanchez, groom’s 
cousin. 

Officiating: Minerua Sanchez, 
groom’s cousin. 

Always and Forever, 

Mr. & Mrs. Sanchez 


57th Homestead Rodeo Busts Out 


Homestead, FL — Rope off 
the last weekend of January, 2006. for 
the Annual Homestead Championship 
Rodeo and Frontier Days, fea- 
turing a Professional Rodeo 
Cowboys Association sanc- 
tioned rodeo presented by 
the Homestead Rodeo 
Association and Presenting 
Sponsor TIB Bank. 

For the third year, 
the Homestead Rodeo 
Association will present a 
Cowboy Poetry 
Gathering on Thursday, 

January 26th. This 
year’s cowboy poet 
will be Charley 
Hendren. 

The three- 

day event will be held 
in the ‘Doc’ DeMilly 
Rodeo Field, corner of U.S. 
and SW 312 Street in 
Homestead, on Friday night, January 
27th, Saturday and Sunday afternoon. 
January 28th and 29th. 

Prior to the kick off of the 
rodeo, there will be a free Kids’ Day 
sponsored by TIB Bank at the Rodeo 



Arena from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. on 
Thursday, January 26th. The rodeo 
clowns, bulll fighters and cowboy poet 
will be there to entertain, and there will 
be face painting, pony rides, mechani- 
cal bull rides and photo 
opportunities with a real 
Brahma bull. 

Events begin in the 
rodeo arena at 8 p.m. on 
Friday Family Night. 

Saturday morning 
the free Rodeo 
Parade, steps 
off in down- 
town 

Homestead at 1 1 
a.m featuring the 
rodeo queen, flats, 

marching bands, horse units, clowns and 
a variety of vehicles. At 2 p.m. on 
Saturday and Sunday, the championship 
rodeo continues with the seven rodeo 
events plus a specialty act. 

The rodeo is made possible 
thru the efforts of the Homestead Rodeo 
Association, a group of volunteers who 
donate their time and talent, and the 
Presenting Sponsor, TIB Bank. 




Any Jaif 
Any Time 

Bail Bonds 
Rianzns 



24 Hours 
Emergency 
Service 

iHablamosI 


Gil Velasquez 

Tel: 954-463-2227 • Fax: 954-463-2228 

521 S. Andrews Ave. (Suite #6) Ft. Lauderdule, FL. 33301 



It 
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A Senior Living Community 


1450 SW 11th Way 

R 

Deerfield Beach, FL 33441 


954-428-3480 

A 

954-428-1022 fax 

M 

Near beaches, medical facilities and shopping 

x 

ONE BEDROOM FLOOR PLANS FROM S650 


Includes Utilities - Pool & Spa - Clubhouses 

■ 

Computer Lab * Activities * Health Watch 

■ 

Income & Age Restricted 55+ 
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ww w. prase is2.com 


Robert F. Cooper, MD 

South Florida’s own 
PAIN MANAGRMRNT 
& DETOX CENTER 

Lei us help you help yourself. 

954 - 726-4448 



GET OUT OF JAIIi 


24 Hours * Speedy Releas 


We ha va moved, the tie tv address is., 

1128 NW 31st Ave 
1 'ort Lauderdale, ILL 33311 
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AMERICAN WALK-IN ■ EMERGENCY CLINIC ■ IMAGING CENTER 

Immigration Physicals * MAHC Accredited ■ Board Certified Physicians ■ Se habla espahol 



Auto Accidents 
X-Rays 
CT Scan 
Ultrasound 


ObGYN 
IV Therapy 

e kg 

Wound Care 


Echocardiogram 

Physical & Massage Therapy 

Facials, Cosmetics, Endenmologie 


All Physicals School, Immigration, Pre-Op, Employment, etc. 


OPEN 7 DAYS 

UUNVM IJyMlprn 
SUN Etam-7pin 

vw j on . mpn 


Wipe i CubHi.M,D. r Medical Dineao* 

LJiplowsste, Amer.'tarifjwrd of m^rgency Medicine 
he low. American Academy of Emergency wedicirre 


Ask about our 
'AWI Membership" 

30 % discount plan for families 
v/loul insurance 


( 954 ) 434-1010 

6370 Dykes Rd. SW Ranches, FL 3333 1 
NW Corner of 1-75 & Sheridan St. 

In Mu vico Theater Plaza 


CLINICA DE EMERGENCES 

Ahierta todo» los dias desde 8am 

* Acclde rites d e Auto *Calcfas # Suturas 
*Tomograflas *Rayos X 
1 Ulr rase n ido *Doior abd oml 11a I * Va c u na s 
*£xamen para Estudiames *Resfrlado 5 
*Cosmerologfa *Botox “Endermologfa 
* IN MIG FLA CION y mucho m£s. 

SI compra rruertra tarjeta 
le descon tamos un 30% 
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HAVE YOU ftSELF 

•ROCKIN’ & 
I r> HOUDAY 


ALL MONTH LONG IN DECEMBER: 




WE’RE ALSO 
GIVING AWAY 


125 


m additional cash and prizes to over 6,000 lucky winners. 
Swipe every day to increase your chances of winning. 


WIN EVEN 

■ 


GREAT PRIZES: 


0.000 m cash Free Play Player's Duo rants good tar overnight 
stays, restaurants. Hard Rock Live tickets and mere Seminole Hard Rock 

inelrmeflta/y overnight stays 




SUNDAY. DECEMBER 18TH 


HOLLYWOOD, FL 


SIMPLY STOP BY THE PLAYER S CLUB AND PICK UP 
YOUR ENTRY FORM TO WIN YOUR SHARE. 

DRAWING TIMES; 1PM, 3PM, 5PM, AND 7PM 


\ SEMINOLE WAV hGLlYWGQD, FL 3331 -1 
\\m SEMINOLEtWRDHfflJRHlJi i iWljOB i flM 


Pnmio]UOn& ans 5-.:b|ecf in eftanfle or ofricgS i»imoiii ir you or sflrr«ooe you krOnrtap a garrbLng probfero, call 1 

* ‘ ‘ • r k at 
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❖ Basketball 

Continued from page 1 

in JoJo and Tasha Osceola, the program still has a 
potential star in the mist. The potential star in question 
is Katie Tiger. The five foot 10 inch sophomore is 


beginning to come into her own and learning the game 
more everyday. 

Katie gets significant minutes at the forward 
position and is a force defensively and on the boards. I 


am sure she would enjoy support from friends and com- 
munity members at any games during the season. 

From private to public school the Seminole 
youth are making their mark on their school basketball 
programs. 

Another public school student who made her 
varsity basketball team is Lacey Jordan. She was one of 
the dedicated athletes who came to the gym on a daily 

to work on her skills so she 
would be ready to play as a 
freshman for Hollywood 
Hills. 

Unfortunately, time 
management and academic 
scheduling was something 
Lacey was having a hard 
time adjusting to. Therefore, 
she decided to wait until next 
year to participate in sports 
so she would not fall behind 
in her studies. Once next 
year rolls around and she is 
comfortable with the high 
school lifestyle we will see 
her on the court giving her 
opponents all they can han- 
dle. 

This next student 
athlete stands out on her high 
school basketball team. She 
attends Hollywood Christian 
Middle School. Yes, you read 
it right, middle school. Ariah 
Osceola is just in the sixth 
grade, yet she is the starting 
point guard on the 
Hollywood Christian High 

School basketball team. 

For those who know Ariah and how hard she 
works on her game this comes as no surprise. But for 
those who don’t know, during the summer Ariah was in 
the gym constantly working on her ball handling, 
shooting, passing skills, and defense. When you 
first look at her, in no way will you be intimidated 
by her size, but don’t leave her open, three pointers, 
passing and the one dribble pull up are her special- 
ty moves. 

Once she makes a few threes you’ll think 
twice about judging a book by its cover. Don’t let 
her small frame fool you; she has a tremendous 
amount of heart and determination. That comes 
from being one of the youngest players on the 
Lady Seminoles, traveling team. 

She has been playing against older and 
bigger girls for a few years now. She manages to 
hold her own and is considered by her teammates 
to be one of the best shooters on the team. If her 
game keeps developing and she keeps working to 
improve, she is definitely someone we will be hear- 
ing about for a while. 

We are in full support of all our student 
athletes. It is not easy to do what these young 
ladies are doing; it takes great dedication and disci- 
pline to put your body and mind through all the 
different obstacles that a season presents. It is good 
to have the tribe represented through our young 
ladies, not only in athletics but also in the class- 
room. 

Regardless of athletic ability, these student 
athletes must be a good student before they can get 
on the court to compete. This lets us all know that 
we don’t only have tribal kids who are athletic and 
talented, but also handle their business in the class- 
room. 


❖ Hahn 

Continued from page 1 

American and having reached the goal of earning 
a college degree. They are a minority by race, 
but an even bigger minority by their achieve- 
ment. 

As Pete walked across the stage to 
receive is bachelor’s degree in business adminis- 
tration/Tribal management, I think he received 
the loudest roar of applause. He had obviously 
made an impact and lots of friends at the univer- 
sity. 

During her speech, the president of 
HINU also recognized the Seminole Tribe by 
name and thanked everyone for coming from 


Florida to join them, which was definitely an 
honor. 

Pete has made many accomplishments 
while at HINU like being football captain and 
starting quarterback, earning MVP honors in 
2001 and 2003, making the president’s list, and 
most import, earning his degree. 

While staying busy with school, Pete 
also managed to meet his future wife Mercedes 
Osceola, daughter of Joe Dan and Virginia 
Osceola of Hollywood. The two were wed on 
Jan 7. 

The dream of having a career and a 
family is now Pete’s reality, and his journey of 
life is just beginning. His family and new family 
wish to let him now how proud they are of him. 
We look forward to wonderful things from Pete 
Hahn. 



Lila Osceola 


Chelsea Mountain plays defense on Meaghan Osceola. 



Lila Osceola 


Krystle Young plays defense on Chelsea Mountain while she looks for someone to pass to. 



Lila Osceola 

Meaghan plays defense on Demetria Tigertail. 




THE NEW 2005$ ARE HERE! 


OAltJJlflD HU BLYTU 


CHEVROLET • CADILLAC 
PONTIAC » BUICK * 6MC 

*(ln hIrlI 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 r t; . ** 1)13 hUl'I mods s wilh n|i|iiwfid odiL 


14401 W, Sunrise Blvd., Sunrise 

On Sunrise Blvd. just ensl of Sawgrass Expwy. 

PLEASE CALL ME TOLL-FREE 

1 - 888 - 800-8048 

SALES HOURS: Mon Fri 9am-9pm, 

Sat 9am-6pm, Sun 12-6pm 

SERVICE HOURS: For value 

Mon- Fri 7 am- 7 pm, Sot 7 am-fipm and nruko It's 

Ed Hwm, of toonil 


Attention Tribal Members, 
and now Employees: 


I in Darlene Quinn, your friend at I'd Morse Sawgrass Auto Mall, and I've got great 
news! J can now offer all employees of the Seminole tribe the same great deals nor- 
mally reserved only for tribal members. That’s right, all tribe employees, including 
everyone who works at the Seminole Hard Rock Casino, can now get rock bottom 
prices on five brands of new vehicles and over 1.10 used vehicles. C.all today! 


Darlene Quinn 


noooo/o 


HURRY FOR BIG REBATES AND THE EXCLUSIVE 
"DARLENE QUINN TRIBAL DISCOUNT!" 


FINANCING 
1/0 FOR UP TO 
72 MONTHS 
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& PowWow 

Feb. 9-12. 2006 


Admission 


Features 


Contest 


Drum: 

Dance 


Alligator Wrestling 
Lil’ Miss & Mr Seminole 


Information 


PowWow: 

Vendor: 


Location 




Located in the Seminole Paradise at the 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel Sc Casino. 

On US 441 (SR 7) North of Stirling Road 




Committee is not responsible for thefts, losses, lodging, car problems or lack of traveling funds 
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Icon of the 
Seminole Tribe 

By Judy Weeks 

BIG CYPRESS — On Dec. 24, 2005, another 
chapter in the history of the Seminole Tribe came to a 
close. Tommie Jumper, thought to be the oldest living 
member of the Tribe, passed away at the age of circa 105 
years. 

Bom into the Panther clan in 1900 in the woods 
east of Copeland, Fla., in what is today Collier County, 
Tommie Roberts later married Harley Jumper. This union 
produced 12 children, with seven still alive today. She 
had more than 125 direct descendants spanning five gen- 
erations. 

On Mother’s Day 2005, the Immokalee commu- 
nity recognized Jumper with an appreciation luncheon. 
The gym was packed with family members and friends 
who wished to honor this wonderful woman. 

Growing up in a time when South Florida was 
still an untamed wilderness, she had the opportunity of 
experiencing the lifestyle of our ancestors first hand. She 
knew the hardships of survival on the frontier, bearing 
your children in the woods and living off the land which 
her creator had provided for his children. 

Like the majority of our ancestors, life was not 
easy for her but a most rewarding experience. As time 
passed and the landscape of their existence changed, 
Tommie and her husband moved around from one area to 
another, living in Copeland, on the Trail, in Hollywood, 
Brighton, Big Cypress, Rock Island and Immokalee. She 
made a home for her family wherever they set up camp. 

Friends in the next generation fondly remember 
their parents taking them to Tommie’s camp. No matter 
how hard the times, there was always food and good 
companionship. 

After the passing of her husband, Tommie made 
her permanent home at Big Cypress, only leaving there 
to live with her daughter, Delores, in Immokalee when 
her health became fragile. After a succession of illnesses 
this past year, she asked to return to her Big Cypress 
home for Christmas. 

❖ See ICON, page 3 



Tommie Jumper, photo taken at her camp circa 1975. 


Seminole Writer Win s College Writing Contest 


Editorial by Janice Billie 

Tribal citizen Elgin Jumper is the son of 
Eva and Alan Jumper. He is a member of the 
Otter clan who grew up on the Hollywood 
Seminole reservation. 

Recently a friend of his 
called The Seminole Tribune 
office informing us of his first 
place wins in two writing con- 
tests. He is taking writing classes 
at Broward Community College 
and I spoke with his instructor 
Elisa Albo. 

“He is an excellent 
writer,” Albo said. “He chooses 
the right words to evoke all kinds 
of feeling. It’s a pleasure to have 
him in class.” 

He stopped by the 
Tribune office at my request to 
drop off his poem and short story. 

He told me a little of the inspira- 
tion for each of these two pieces. 

The “Picture of Ned 
Christie” was written for a class 
assignment. Jumper had to find a 
picture and write a poem based 
on it. 

He said in his drinking 
days he rescued this particular 
picture from a bar he frequented. 

Ned Christie was a Cherokee 


senator falsely accused of murder and hunted 
down and killed by federal marshals in the late 
1800s. He said the story and picture of Ned 
Christie haunted him and he wanted to memorial- 


ize him in his own way. 

During the time Jumper was thinking of 
writing this poem, Ned Christie’s story was fea- 
tured on the History Channel. He took it as sign 
that he chose the right subject. 

In the short story “Blow, 

Winds — ” Jumper says he wanted to 
write about conflict and unsettlement 
since he had been thinking a lot about 
the war in Iraq. He wrote this short story 
while shut in during Hurricane Wilma. 

We talked long enough for me 
to appreciate Jumper as a guy with a 
story to tell. 

He says he loves to write and 
first started writing at eight years of age. 

Jumper says, “I not only love to 
write, I need to write because it is like 
breathing to me.” 

While doing time in prison he 
spent the majority of his time “reading, 
reading and reading.” He said he loves 
Shakespeare and has read most of the 
classics. He talked openly about his 
troubled past and welcomed the oppor- 
tunity to share it with others. 

I suggested he write a short bio 
to go along with his two writings He did 
it with the thoroughness of someone 
who finds writing a joy. 

❖ See page 7 for more about Elgin 



Janice Billie 

Elgin Jumper with a picture of Ned Christie. 


O’Neill “Supernova” Bell Knocks Out 
Opponent, Takes Tour of Rez’s 



Redline Media 

Big Cypress citizen George Billie tries on the champ’s belt. 


After Victory in NYC 
‘Supernova’ Kicks Off 
Undisputed Rez Tour 

Submitted by Redline Media Group 

It was the type of New Year’s 
kickoff that the sport of boxing needed. 
When it was all over, O’Neil ‘Supernova’ 
Bell had not only delivered a dramatic 
10th round knockout of Jean-Marc 
Mormeck to fans at Madison Square 
Garden on Jan. 7. 

There he became the first undis- 
puted cruiserweight champion since 
Evander Holyfield accomplished the feat 
in 1988. 

“This was boxing at its best, two 
great champions laying it all on the line 
and giving the sport one true champion,” 
said Leon Margules, Executive Director of 
Warriors Boxing Promotions, “And when 
O’Neil Bell emerged with the victory, he 
showed the heart, skill, and power that all 
great champions possess. He is the game’s 
next superstar, and he proved it on 
Saturday night.” 

In a fight that set a standard that 
will be difficult to meet over the next 12 
months, Bell and Mormeck battled in the 
trenches for 10 exhilarating rounds. But as 


the rounds progressed, it was the speed, 
resiliency, and underrated bodywork of 
Bell that started to set the Atlanta-based 
Jamaican apart from his regarded foe. 

In round seven, Bell had 
Mormeck in serious trouble after landing 
his thudding right hand. In the tenth round, 
Supernova finished the job with another 
barrage of clean punches that put the 
courageous Frenchman down for the 
count. 

“I can’t take anything away from 
him,” said Bell (26-1-1, 24 KOs), of his 
opponent. “He has a lot of power and was 
a great champion. A lesser fighter would 
have been stopped by his blows, but I was 
able to sustain his best shots, which broke 
his spirit. I knew then I had won.” 

The victory was the latest in a 
series of exciting battles for which Bell 
has become known throughout the fight 
game. Now, as the World Boxing 
Association, World Boxing Council, 
International Boxing Federation, and The 
Ring magazine champion, the 3 1 -year-old 
is ready for the next step in his career. 

“I’ll fight anyone,” said Bell. 

“I’m just glad that the entire boxing world 
got to see what I’m truly about and the 
skills I bring into the ring. After this fight, 

❖ See BOXER, page 20 


Seminole Donates 
to Locks of Love 

Story by Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — A seven-year-old member of the 
Immokalee com- 
munity has 
learned about 
compassion for 
others at an early 
age. Chelsey 
Ford, daughter of 
Michelle Ford, 
heard from a 
friend that a 
group collects 
human hair to be 
made into wigs 
for medical hair 
loss patients. 

Locks of 
Love is a non- 
profit organiza- 
tion that supplies 
hair pieces to 
financially disad- 
vantaged children 
1 8 years and 
younger who 
have lost hair 
due to a medical 
condition(s). 

Chelsey 

said she saw children on television who had become bald 
because of chemotherapy for cancer and was extremely moved 
by their plight. Chelsey realized how lucky she was and want- 
ed to help. 

Her mother 
searched the inter- 
net and located a 
Locks of Love in 
Lake Worth, Fla. 
Through her 
research she learned 
that the organiza- 
tion’s founder 
Madonna Coffman 
and her four year 
old daughter both 
suffered from a dis- 
ease known as 
Alopecia, which 
causes permanent 
hair loss. 

Looking 
for some kind of 
assistance for her 
child, in December 
1997, Coffman 
formed this non- 
profit entity. Locks 
of Love now enjoys 
national attention. 

By providing natural hair pieces for afflicted children, 
they are able to restore self-esteem and confidence, enabling 
them to face the world. Locks of Love has provided wigs for 

❖ See LOCKS, page 3 



Judy Weeks 


Chelsey Ford donated this long, beau- 
tiful mane of hair to the less fortunate. 





Judy Weeks 

Chelsey Ford models her new coiffure. 


Tribal Council Meeting 



Janice Billie 

Seminole Police Department Chief of Police honored at 
Tribal Council meeting. 


By Janice Billie 

HOLLYWOOD — The regular session of the Tribal 
Council was held at the Seminole Tribe Hollywood 
Headquarters on the morning of Jan. 13. 

Two Tribal employees received special recognition 
from the council prior to the meeting. The Billy Cypress 
Service Award was presented to Cheryl Russell, a flight atten- 
dant from the Aviation department. The council then recog- 
nized Seminole Police Department Chief Mike Floyd for 
receiving the 2005 Police Chief of the Year Award from the 
National Native American Law Enforcement Association. 

While leaving the Big Cypress airport on Dec. 4, 
Russell spotted smoke coming from off of Snake Road. She 
then saw that a car was burning and notified the Seminole 
Police dispatcher and Emergency Services. 

When she approached the vehicle, she became aware 
of a person lying on the ground, partially in the vehicle. 

Despite the flames and the danger of the car exploding, she 
pulled the person away from the burning car. 

When Emergency Services arrived, the patient was 
stabilized and transferred to the B. C. airport. He was helicop- 
ter evacuated by the Broward Sheriffs Office to the bum unit at 
Jackson Memorial Hospital in Miami. He expired from his 

❖ See COUNCIL, page 26 
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Photo Quiz 


Letters & E-mail 



Can you guess who this Seminole Citizen is at the Tribal Fair? Please see the Feb. 
24th issue of The Seminole Tribune to find out. 



Barfield Johns, Chickee builder 
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Please send all letters to 6300 Stirling Road, Hollywood, FL 33024 


Dear Editor, 

I few years ago I was a teacher at 
Manderson Day School on the Pine Ridge 
Indian Reservation in South Dakota. While 
there I wrote some little verses to help my 
students learn their colors. They loved 
them. 

Are you aware of any magazine 
that solicits items for Native American 
children? I would like to submit my verses 
and other little stories for children. I think 
a leaflet or section of a magazine devoted 
to interests of children would be a great 
help to the teachers on the reservations. 
Thank you for your help, 

Ethel Rybarczyk 

RED 

Red is the blood of the buffalo 

That used to tread the plains, 

And red is the blood of my heart 
That sings along my veins. 

But redder still in the autumn 
When Jack Frost shows his skill, 

Is the red of the maple and sumac 
In their glory on the hill. 

Dear Editor, 

I am an American who lives in 
the Netherlands in Europe and I miss the 
energy I always get from powwows and 
other rituals of Native Americans. Now I 
have talked to my city and they will allow 
me to set up a big Native American festi- 
val, is there a possibility that you could 
come over. 

The date would be June 8-11, 
when we have a full moon, or June 22-25. 

Please let me know if you could 
me available. 

Thank you very much, 

Yvonne Dijt 

Dear Miss Dijt, 

Thank you for your invitation 
and your genuine appreciation of our 
culture . Unfortunately, our pro- 

grams are planned 12 months in advance 
and considering following up on your 
invitation would require foreign travel, 
we do not have the funding or resources 
to dedicate to your event. 

If your committee has the funds 
to contract entertainers please contact us 
again and we will provide you with Tribal 
citizens who provide this form of enter- 
tainment as a paid service. 

Again, thank you for your invita- 
tion and your interest in Native America! 
Sincerely, 

Tina Marie Osceola, Executive 

Director 

Seminole Tribe of Florida 
Museum Department 

Dear Editor, 

I am a law student from Japan 
and now studying at Queen Mary, 
University of London as an undergraduate 
associate student. As one of my modules, I 
am taking one linguistic course, Language 
in the U.S. 

I will give a presentation about 
language profile in Florida this week. I 
have researched into language issues 
among indigenous languages in Florida 
and found your web site. I am now very 
interested in the Seminole Tribe and its 
culture. 

Therefore, I would like to intro- 
duce any language issues the Seminole 
Tribe has faced in my presentation. 
However, I am wondering what kind of 
language problems the Seminoles has been 
struggling exactly and how to preserve 
their own language. 

It would be great if I introduce 
your response in my presentation. Would 
you do me a favor? Could you answer my 
following questions? 

Who and how many people can 
speak the Seminole language now? 

How is the Seminole language 
used? i.e. At home, at school, at special 
occasions like any ceremonies and so on 
Have people tried to maintain 
their own language? If yes, how do they 
do for it? 

What is the most remarkable fea- 
ture of the Seminole language in terms of 
grammar (structure) and pronunciation? 

They are my questions. However, 
if you let me know more about the 
Seminole language or other things, I 
would be very glad. I am looking forward 
to hearing from you. 

Madoka Yoshino 

Dear Ms. Yoshino, 

There are 3,000 Indians within 
the Seminole Tribe of Florida. 
Approximately one quarter to one third of 
our people speak our language. We speak 
2 languages, Creek and Miccosukee. 

Many of our elders still use their 
language everyday in the home. Most of 
the younger generations do not speak 
their language on a daily basis. Many 
younger people can understand their lan- 
guage, but they do not converse in it. 
Sometimes our language is used at Tribal 
functions or at ceremonies. 

We are in the process of teaching 
our children to speak, read and write 
their language. We have one school that 
teaches grades kindergarten through 12th 
on a daily basis and another program 
that teaches students kindergarten 
through fifth grade one day per week. 

The Okeechobee County School 
Board endorses and supports this pro- 
gram. We are in the process of opening a 
charter school that will teach grades 
kindergarten through fifth so that we can 
have a school that focuses on and spe- 
cializes in teaching our children cultur- 
al/language lessons. 

We offer languages classes to all 
age groups at all of our reservations in 
an effort to pass on and preserve our lan- 
guage. Our language is an oral tradition 


and we only began writing our language 
in 1979. We recently wrote and published 
a dictionary. 

We have 19 letters in our alpha- 
bet and many of our letters have different 
sounds than the sounds of the English 
alphabet. We do not pluralize our sen- 
tences by adding “-s ” or “-es” to the end 
of a word. We pluralize them by the verbs 
that we use in the sentences. 

I hope that I have answered your 
questions. Please feel free to write me 
back if I can assist you further. 

Lorene Gopher 

Director of Cultural Programs 

Education Department 

Dear Editor, 

I first want to say that I am send- 
ing this email with sincere intentions. I 
have lived in Southwest Florida for more 
than 20 years and have spent a majority of 
my life outdoors. My job is in construc- 
tion; my hobbies are saltwater fishing, 
beach going, nature so you get the picture 
I spend a lot of time outdoors! 

The other day while working I 
was driving down the road in West Punta 
Gorda Mangroves and witnessed a hawk 
carrying an Erget-looking bird in its 
talons. This struck me as a rare event in 
nature that I just got to witness. 

I shared this with my wife and 
then I said I bet there is some meaning I 
wonder if I could contact the Seminole 
Tribe to get an interpretation of the event. 
So with that said, I am not joking around 
or wanting to insult you I just know it has 
to have meaning and would like to request 
your spiritual interpretation as to its mean- 
ing to my life. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Brett Martin 

Dear Mr. Martin, 

Thank you for contacting the 
Tribe and for finding us on your sighting. 
That must have been quite an experience. 

There are many legends and sto- 
ries that surround both of the birds that 
you saw. What you saw was an amazing 
part of the natural cycle and although at 
first glance it doesn ’t appear to have any- 
more significance than just that. You 
must also remember, however, that every- 
one has their own set of circumstances 
and spiritual guides. 

This experience may mean some- 
thing to you and you just need to find it 
within yourself to figure it out. The cre- 
ator has a way of sending us messages 
and sometimes we need to decode them. 
Good luck in your journey. 

Sincerely, 

Tina Marie Osceola, Executive 

Director 

Seminole Tribe of Florida 
Museum Department 

Dear Editor, 

Hi, my name is Ashley McNulty 
and I am a student at Western Washington 
University in Washington State. I am cur- 
rently in attending a class called “Native 
Peoples of North America” and we are to 
do a presentation on a current issue facing 
Native Americans. 

I would like to get your thoughts 
or opinions on schools using Indian logos 
or themes as school mascots. Anything 
you could tell me would be extremely 
helpful as I am trying to get as many view- 
points on this topic as possible. 

Thank you for your time and 
thoughts, 

Ashley McNulty 

Dear Ms. McNulty, 

Thank you for your request for 
information on the position of the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida on the use of 
Indian-themed mascots or logos. 

The Seminole Tribe of Florida 
was thrust into the center of this issue 
because of Florida State University’s use 
of our Tribe and one of its leaders, 
Osceola, as part of its athletics program. 
The NCAA sought to disallow FSU to use 
the Seminoles and Osceola as part of 
their program and our Tribe fought that 
measure. It is important to note. 

However, that in regards to the global 
issue of Indian-themed mascots, it is the 
Tribal Council’s position that all sponsor- 
ing organizations get the approval of the 
affected Tribal Council. 

The following is the transcript 
from an interview that I conducted with 
WNPR on the issue: 

“As a member of the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida I am proud to share my 
culture and heritage with Florida State 
University’s students, alumni, and fans. 
The NCAA’s initial review and subse- 
quent action to characterize FSU’s use of 
our Tribe’s symbols and images as ‘hos- 
tile and abusive’ was made without 
regard for our opinion and input. To me, 
the disregard for our Tribal government 
is far more insulting than the mascot 
issue. 

Florida State University seeks to 
keep an open line of communication 
between the Tribe and their institution 
and actively solicits our opinion on issues 
that affect the University as well as pro- 
grams and/or services that may be of use 
to the Tribe. 

As an example, Florida State 
hosts a youth conference for our Tribal 
youth on their campus. This opportunity 
allows Seminole students to become 
familiarized with campus life and college 
level instruction. This year alone we have 
four students on campus with four more 
to begin classes this fall. FSU also has 
three Seminole graduates, of whom two 
are my very own cousins. 

I cannot describe the feeling that 
I get when standing among a crowd of 
FSU fans cheering for their mascot, 
Osceola. FSU has consulted with our 


tribune@semtribe.com 

Tribe about Osceola’s costume as well as 
other symbols. In fact, our Tribe plans on 
adding to the authenticity of Osceola’s 
costume by providing replicas of items the 
real Osceola would have worn in the 
1830’s. 

The NCAA and the world should 
understand that FSU’s use of Osceola as 
a mascot brings the real Osceola’s spirit 
to life and even though it’s during a 
sporting event, what other event in our 
society would provide us the opportunity 
to teach people about our culture and 
heritage? We are Florida’s 
Seminoles. . . We are the 
Unconquered... We are proud. That is our 
story. 

Today, the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida has an enrollment of more than 
3,000 members. We have our own govern- 
ment led by five elected council represen- 
tatives. The council is our legislature. To 
be ignored or overlooked by the NCAA, a 
large group comprised of scholars and 
academics, is frightening in this century. 

I urge the NCAA to look within 
and ask themselves, to review what they 
have failed to learn... or better yet, maybe 
they could follow the lead of FSU or ask 
FSU to teach their organization about 
Indian Tribes and Government today. 

I am confident that the NCAA 
will support the spirit of Osceola and the 
heritage of the Seminole Tribe of Florida 
by allowing Florida State University to 
stand proud and stand fierce as 
Seminoles!” 

Sincerely, 

Tina Marie Osceola, Executive 

Director 

Seminole Tribe of Florida 

Museum Department 

Dear Editor, 

I have a question about Seminole 
culture/customs... considering all of the 
hurricanes you have experienced recently 
in Florida, I was wondering if there is any 
kind of ceremony or invocations in 
Seminole culture whose purpose is to ask 
for protection from the elements. 

I may try to include it in a fiction- 
al novel I am writing, with your permis- 
sion. I would also like to use a traditional 
name for a character and was thinking of 
Abiaka because the character is a very 
spiritual person. 

I have enjoyed reading about your 
history very much. To be an unconquered 
people is worthy of the highest admiration. 

Thank you, 

Russ Wood 

Mr. Wood, 

Thank you for your interest in 
our culture. 

Your question is of an interesting 
nature because in our culture we cannot 
divulge the details of our ceremonies or 
ritual, but we can reveal that yes, we do 
have religious practices and beliefs con- 
cerning these storms. 

Although, I cannot discuss the 
particulars of these ceremonies, I can tell 
you that one common belief shared by 
Seminoles is that one cannot run from 
the storm. We believe running from the 
storm will cause it to follow you. 

In our modern world of emer- 
gency preparedness, it dispels the need 
for evacuation routes. Again, thank you 
for wanting to include our Tribe in your 
novel. 

Sincerely, 

Tina Marie Osceola, Executive 

Director 

Seminole Tribe of Florida 

Museum Department 

Dear Editor, 

I’m writing about U.S. govern- 
ment war crimes, especially early prece- 
dents for lawless violations of treaties. I’m 
looking into the attacks by Gen. Jackson 
against Seminoles in the period from 1816 
to 1818. 

I’d like to ask Dr. Wickman about 
sources for gaining knowledge of that peri- 
od of time, especially Indian sources and 
Indian analysis. Also, contact with any 
other people knowledgeable such as histo- 
rians and anthropologists would be help- 
ful. 

Thanks, 

Kelly Patrick Gerling, Ph.D. 

Dear Dr. Gerling, 

Thank you for your interest in 
our Tribal culture. Dr. Wickman no 
longer works for the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida. 

The Seminole Tribe of Florida 
has a Museum department and a Tribal 
Historic Preservation Office (THPO). 
Between the two entities, we employ 
anthropologists and archaeologists that 
specialize in the history of the Seminoles 
as well as the Southeastern U.S. 

If you have any questions, please 
contact, Willard Steele, David Blackard, 
Jim Pepe or Anne McCudden at (863) 
902-1113. 

Sincerely, 

Tina Marie Osceola, Executive 

Director 

Seminole Tribe of Florida 

Museum Department 


Dear Tribal Employees, 

I would like to thank 
everyone that donated money to 
help me after the hurricane. My 
mobile home was completely 
destroyed. I am grateful for the 
kindness of others. 

Thank you, 

Kenny Dodd 
Seminole Utilities 
Hollywood 
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Live Alligator Wrestling at Native Village 


By Lila Osceola 

HOLLYWOOD — Everyone 
loves to see a good tournament, but an 
alligator wrestling tournament? On Jan. 

11, the Native Village hosted a live alliga- 
tor wrestling tournament. 

Richard Osceola and Chris 
Osceola were the only two Tribal citizens 
there to compete. Chris Osceola showed 
up as spectator and left as a novice alliga- 
tor wrestler, although he stepped into the 
pit with much confidence, no one 
would’ve ever guessed this was a first. 

The judges had a split decision 
and gave the winnings to both partici- 
pants. Richard Osceola and Chris Osceola 
both deserved it. Getting in the pit and 



Lila Osceola 

Richard Osceola 



Lila Osceola 


Chris Osceola pries the jaws open showing off the Miami smile, 


man handling the alligator is 
nothing short of bravery on 
their part. 

After the tournament 
other alligator wrestlers from 
the Native Village got in the 
pit and showed us some of 
their skills as well. 

Spectators and alliga- 
tor wrestlers enjoyed a bar- 
beque dinner provided by our 
sponsors of the event: 
Hollywood Board 
Representative Gloria Wilson 
and Chairman Mitchell 
Cypress. Later in the evening 
a band performed for the peo- 
ple who stayed to enjoy the 
rest of the festivities. 

Richard Osceola orchestrated 
this event. 



Lila Osceola 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress announces split decision 
for Chris Osceola and Richard Osceola in the alliga- 
tor wrestling tournament. 



* Locks 

Continued from page 1 

children in all 50 states and Canada. 

Since its inception Locks of Love 
spokespeople have appeared on Oprah, 
20/20, The View, Jay Leno, Maury 
Povich, Good Morning America and 
Inside Edition. Because of this tremendous 
exposure, they are now receiving hair 
donations that exceed 2,000 per week with 
80 percent of the hair donors being chil- 
dren. 

In order to be placed on the 
recipient list, two letters of recommenda- 
tion from a parent, nurse or doctor must 
be submitted with a diagnosis, photo and 
parents recent tax return. Once processing 
begins, it takes approximately three days 
for approval. 

If a child is accepted they will be 
sent a molding kit and video for making a 
plaster head cast with a hairline. Color, 
hair length and skin tone are taken into 
consideration before wigs are made. 

Donors must submit hair in a 
braid or ponytail that is 1 0 inches or 
longer. Each hair piece takes six to 10 
ponytails because short hair cannot be 
used. After careful screening the prepared 
hair is forwarded with the head cast to 
Indonesia. 

A surgical silicone skullcap has 
hair inserted with a special needle more 
than 150,000 times at a 45 degree angle 
and then is sealed with silicone. This 
process takes approximately eight to 10 
weeks. 

The completed hairpiece is then 
provided to the recipient for styling. As the 
child grows their head shape must be 
accommodated. Between six and 18 years 


a youngster can reapply every 1 8 months 
for up to five hairpieces in a lifetime. 

Chelsey decided that she would 
definitely like to help. On Dec. 21, her 
mother took her to Styles on the Edge hair 
salon. The second grader cheerfully 
allowed stylist Gloria Garza to wash her 
hair, blow dry it and collect it into a braid 
at the nap of her neck. 

Upon cutting off her braid, it was 
placed in a Ziploc® bag and then a bubble 
wrap envelope for shipment to Locks of 
Love. 

Garza worked her magic on 
Chelsey and provided her with a very 


attractive hair style which is easy to care 
for and compliments her features. A stu- 
dent at the Community Christian School of 
LaBelle, Fla., she couldn’t wait to show 
her classmates her new look. 

Chelsey was very excited not 
only about her new do, but the fact that 
some other child would soon have an 
opportunity to live a more normal life. She 
is already talking about letting her hair 
grow so that she can do this again. 

Anyone interested in joining 
Chelsey in this most worthwhile endeavor, 
can obtain information over the internet 
through locksoflove.org. 



* Icon 

Continued from page 1 

The family gathered for a big cel- 
ebration, which included not only the holi- 
day season but her birthday that would 



File Photo 


Taken at her home in Big Cypress circa 
1985. 


have taken place on Jan. 1. 

Tommie was very alert for the 
festive occasion and enjoyed interacting 
with her loved ones and friends in the sur- 
roundings of her own home. It was as 
though her life had come full circle and 
she was ready to lay down and rest. 

Like many elders, Tommie had a 
deep faith in her Creator and prayed daily. 
Many of the community members remem- 
ber her walking to and from church on a 
regular basis. Although she could not read 
or write and had a limited understanding 
of the English language, she cherished her 
Bible and spent long hours with her 
friends talking about the lessons found 
within its pages. 


Her 

daughter Delores 
Jumper said: “Mom 
would pray every 
day for the Tribal 
leaders to give 
them wisdom and 
understanding to 
guide them down 
the proper road in 
caring for their 
people.” 

Chairman 
Mitchell Cypress 
reiterated the fol- 
lowing remarks he 
made in the article 
“Oh, The Changes 
I Have Seen” from 
July 1, 2005 issue 
of The Seminole 
Tribune. 

“In recog- 
nizing Tommie, 
you give special 
recognition to all 
of our mothers, who are the roots of our 
culture. She is representative of the strong 
willed, determined, self-sacrificing women 
who have kept the Seminole Tribe alive 
during the hard times. Our young people 
today owe their 
existence and 
future to these 
women.” 

“They 

bore their children 
in the woods, fed 
and cared for them 
off the land and 
taught them to be 
self-sufficient and 
responsible. When 
I looked at 
Tommie, I saw my 
mother, grand- 
mother and great- 
grandmother 
squatting barefoot 
by the fire, prepar- 
ing our food. A 
meal from meat 
they cleaned 


themselves, vegetables they grew and corn 
they roasted and ground by hand as their 
mothers did before them. I see them 
hunched over a sewing machine, weaving 
a basket or carrying firewood.” 

“These tasks are 
no longer performed 
today. It is because of the 
character and determina- 
tion they have passed on 
to us that we can prosper 
in today’s world. No mat- 
ter how far we go, we 
should always remember 
where we have come 
from. Our past helps to 
shape our future. Cherish 
our elders, they are our 
treasures, and through 
their blood the Seminoles 
will stand strong.” 

The Jumper fam- 
ily deeply appreciate the 
sympathy and help they 
have received from 
everyone during this dif- 
ficult time and will keep 
you in their prayers. 



Judy Weeks 


2005 in Immokalee. 



Heavy equipment at Brighton Rock Pit preparing fill for new water plant. 


Tribe Helps Prepare Site for 
Brighton Water Plant 


By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — Fill operations 
under the management of the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida, Inc. at the Brighton Rock 
Pit are fully engaged as crews prepare the 
site for the new water plant on South 
Tucker Ridge Road. 

Land Use Director Allen Huff 
said the contractor, Metcalf & Eddy, is 
purchasing approximately 30 thousand 
cubic yards of shell and rock materials to 
prepare roads and the building site for the 
$30 million state-of-the-art plant. 

The purchase of fill materials 
from the Tribe brings a big savings in 
costs for the contractor. For the Tribe it 
means employing Tribal citizens and sub- 
contracting with other Tribal entities to do 
site preparation. 

“Our rock pit has to be competi- 
tive but our location gives us an advantage 
in pricing because the nearest outside 
commercial pits are 50 miles away so our 
freight charges are less to the contractor,” 
Huff said. “We can use our own employ- 
ees and our own natural resources and it 
saves them money and it makes us 
money.” 

Huff said there are eight men run- 
ning eight pieces of heavy equipment 10 
hours a day six days a week just to keep 
ahead of the construction process. At the 
rock pit, the shell and rock being scooped 
out of the ground is creating a large crater 
which Huff said the Tribe plans to convert 
in the future to a lovely recreation area 
with a lake. 

One of the larger pieces of equip- 
ment is a Caterpillar® Excavator loaned 
by the Tribal Council through a working 
agreement. After the rock and shell is 
excavated the fill is processed through a 
screener taking out rocks any larger than 
one inch in diameter. 

“We don’t want any pockets in 
the fill,” said Huff. “The finer the materi- 
al, the better it compacts.” 

At the construction site one mile 


away the roadbed is being laid. Huff said 
the road builders had to dig a little deep- 
er-approximately three feet-than they had 
originally planned after they analyzed the 
soil and discovered it contained a lot of 
organic materials. The water table in 
Florida is only about three to four feet 
below the surface. Not putting down a 
good stable base is often why roads deteri- 
orate so fast in Florida, said Huff. 

“Our base is excellent because of 
our rock pit materials,” said Huff. 

There will be 10,000 feet of well 
access roads and approximately 2,000 feet 
of paved roads with associated cross- 
drainage culverts laid. The entire project 
from start to finish will take approximately 
24 months and employ as many as 150 
workers hired by various contractors and 
sub-contractors. 

The site of the future water plant 
is on a portion of Alex John’s cattle pas- 
tures. The actual water plant itself is being 
built in a hammock that is being cleared so 
Johns will lose very little pasture for his 
cows. The plant will draw water from 
seven underground wells. The water will 
be filtered in a highly sophisticated 
process in the plant for human use. 

The wastewater from the plant is 
then diluted and sprayed on the nearby 70 
acres of pasture where they intend to plant 
a specially enriched grass that is whole- 
some for cows. The trees in the hammock 
are being ground into mulch for the ranch- 
ers to use as well. 

The project consists of the con- 
struction of a 750,000 gallon per day treat- 
ment plant in a 20,400 square foot 
process/administration building; microfil- 
tration; nanofiltration; high service pump 
station; transformer and generator; 3 MG 
concentrate and 4 MG dilution tank; neu- 
tralization tank; aeration/degasifier tank; 
chemical storage area; percolation/back- 
wash holding and storm water detention 
ponds. 



Shawn Henderson 


President/Vice Chairman Moses Osceola, Florida National Guard War 
Veteran Sergeant First Class Gene Meisenheimer with Chairman Mitchell 
Cypress. 


National Guard War Veteran Visits Tribe 


Submitted by President’s 
Office 

HOLLYWOOD — In 

December 2005 Florida National 
Guard War Veteran Sergeant 
First Class Gene Meisenheimer 
and his family was hosted by 
President Moses Osceola for a 
stay at the Seminole Hard Rock 
Hotel & Casino. Meisenheimer 
was on leave from Afghanistan. 

During his visit, 

Meisenheimer had the honor and 
pleasure of meeting Chairman 
Mitchell Cypress. Chairman 
Cypress thanked him for his sac- 
rifice and service and mentioned 
because of our military service 
men and women, this country 
can enjoy the freedom that it 
has. 

President Osceola also 
thanked him for his service and 
mentioned that he and all fellow 
service personnel would be 
remembered in prayer. 

Meisenheimer said he 
enjoyed his visit and felt hon- 
ored to meet Chairman Cypress 
and President Osceola, fellow 
military veterans. 



Melissa Sherman 


Florida National Guard War 
Veteran Sergeant First Class Gene 
Meisenheimer stands with sister, Shawn 
Henderson, Assistant to the President. 
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p/ease contact Wanda Bowers 
(954) 966-6300 x 1468 

Pageant to be held on Thursday, April 27, 2006 


Christine F. McCall, I9yrs old, Hollywood Florida 
Hollywood Reservation 

Florida State University, Majoring in Social Work 






Miss Florida Semino 
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to compete in the ' iU 
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Credit Card Security Precautions 


Submitted by Sergeant A1 Signore 

The fraudulent use of credit cards is not 
limited to the loss or theft of actual credit cards. 

A capable criminal only needs to know 
your credit card number to fraudulently make 
numerous changes, including cash withdraws, 
against your account. 

The following are a number of crime pre- 
vention tips or recommendations to guard against 
the illegal use of credit cards. 

• Photocopy both front and back of all 
your credit cards and keep the copies in a safe and 
secure location. This wick enables you to cancel 
your credit cards as soon as possible if it is lost or 
stolen. 

• Endorse all 
credit cards as soon 
as they arrive. 

• It is 

advisable not to 
carry credit cards in 
your wallet of 
purse. Carry them 
separate if possible. 

• Carry 

only the minimum 
number of credit 
cards actually need- 
ed and never leave 
them unattended. 

• When 

you write a check, 
never allow the 
salesperson to write 
down your credit 
card number on the 
check, if paying by 
credit card, never let 
the salesperson 
write down your 
driver’s license or 
social security num- 
ber. 

• Avoid 
signing blank 
receipt, whenever 
possible. Draw a 
line through the blank 

spaces above the total when you sign card receipts. 

• Unless you are absolutely confident you 
are dealing with reputable company, never give 
your credit card account number over the phone. 

Don’t be fooled by a scam where a con 
artists wants to verify your credit card number 
because you won a prize. One current scam 
involves con artist who call at random. The thief 
informs the victim that if their Visa card begins 
with the number four, the victim wins a prize. 

However, all Visa cards begin with the 
number four and all Mastercards® begin with the 
number five. The only prize the cardholder gets is 
the fraudulent use of their credit card. 

• Notify credit card companies in advance 
of a change in address. 

• Destroy unused credit card applications 
such as those received in the mail advising the 
recipient “you have been pre approved for ...” 


• Open billing statements promptly and 
reconcile your credit card amounts each month, just 
as you would receive your checking account. 

• If you receive a letter stating you should 
have received a credit card in the mail, and you 
have not yet received it, notify the company or 
lending institution immediately. 

• Beware of vendors calling and attempt- 
ing to sell merchandise or gifts over the telephone. 
Don’t give them your credit card number. 

• Always check catalogues to make sure 
your credit card number is not on the cover or mail 
order form. If it is, contact the company and tell 
them to immediately remove it. 

• When you use a credit card to make a 

purchase, maintain visual 
contact with the card and 
make sure not extra 
imprints of your card 
are made to other 
charge slips. Destroy 
all carbon if any so 
no one can obtain 
your account num- 
ber. 

• It is a 

good idea to retain 
your credit card 
receipts and check 
them against the 
monthly billing 
statement. 

• In the 
event your credit 
card is stolen or 
lost, immediately 

notify the credit card 
company. Most issu- 
ing banks and com- 
panies can be 
reached 24 hours a 
day, 365 days a year. 
The majority of 
fraudulent purchases 
happen within 48 
hours of the loss. 

Credit card 
thieves may some- 
times call the victim; inform the person that their 
credit card has been found and that it is being 
returned. This ploy gives thief time to go on a 
charging spree because the card holder never calls 
to cancel the card. 

By virtue of the Fare Credit Billing Act, if 
you report the loss of a credit card before it is used 
the card issuer cannot hold you responsible for any 
unauthorized charges. If a thief uses your credit 
card before you report it missing, the most you will 
owe for is unauthorized charges on each credit card 
is $50. 

If you would like to have our Crime 
Prevention Unit visit your business, church group, 
community gathering or other meeting in order to 
provide a free seminar, please call the Seminole 
Police Crime Prevention Unit: Tampa, Big Cypress, 
Immokalee, Sergeant A1 Signore, (813) 478-2680, 
Hollywood, Officer Susie Lawson, (954) 961-7877 
and Brighton, Ft. Pierce, Officer Ulysses Boldin, 
(863)763-5731. 
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It’s Tax Time: Seminoles Come on Down 


The Seminole Tribe of Florida has arranged for RSM McGladrey, Inc. to assist 
Tribal citizens in the preparation of their 2005 Individual Income Tax Returns. 
The tax accountants will be at each reservation per the following schedule: 


Hollywood 

Big Cvoress 

Immokalee 

January 31 — February 3. 
February 6 - April 14 
(Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays) 

February 1 & March 1 

February 2 & March 2 

Brighton 

Tanrna 

Ft. Pierce 

February 1-2 & March 1 

By Appointment 

By Appointment 


We have changed the location of our tax 
preparation services in Hollywood we will now be 
located in the Seminole Tribe of Florida Training 
Offices at: 

5385-B Stirling Road 
Hollywood, FL 33024 

Tribal citizens will be assisted on a first 
come first serve basis on the scheduled days. If you 
have any questions you can contact Marie Trabulsi of 
RSM McGladrey, Inc. at: (561) 697-1785. 

RSM McGladrey, Inc. is pleased to announce 
that electronic filing will be available for the majority 
of the 2005 tax returns. 

RSM McGladrey, Inc. estimates that the 
majority of returns will be completed and mailed, or 
electronically filed, within three to five business days. 

Please bring the following information that 
pertains to your tax return with you when you meet 
with the accountant: 

1. Copy of your 2004 tax return (Form 1040) if we 
did not prepare your 2004 tax return. 


2. Any correspondence received from the Internal 

3. Revenue Service (IRS) during 2004 & 2005. 

4. Form W-2 from all employers. 

5. List of children (dependents) with their birth 
dates and social security numbers. 

6. Form 1099-Misc showing income received dur- 
ing 2005 from the Seminole Tribe of Florida. 

7. Form 1099R, if you are receiving any funds 
from a pension plan. 

8. Name, address, and tax identification number of 
the person or company to whichyou paid child care 
expenses. 

9. Form 1098 showing the amount of interest you 
paid to a bank or mortgage company. 

10. Social security statement, if you are drawing 
social security. 

11. List of charitable contributions. 

12. Property tax bills. 

13. Daytime telephone number. 

14. Any other documents that pertain to your 
income tax return. 


How to Select the Right Tax Return Preparer 


Submitted by Marie M. Trabulsi, Senior Tax 
Associate, RSM McGladrey, Inc 

The U.S. Treasury published several bul- 
letins warning taxpayers against tax preparers who 
may take advantage of them. They also pub- 
lished a list of helpful hints you should keep 
in mind when choosing a Tax Return 
Preparer: 

Avoid tax preparers who claim 
they can obtain larger refunds than 
other preparers. 

Use a rep- j- 

utable tax professional 
that signs your tax 
return as a paid preparer 
and provides you with a copy 
for your records. 

Consider whether the tax pro- 
fessional offers electronic filing 
options and other payment 
options that you want. 

You should also consider 
the following: 

Consider whether the individ- 
ual or firm will be around to 
answer questions about the 
preparation of your return, 
months, even years, after the 
return has been filed. 

Consider whether the tax profes- 
sional can represent you if the IRS audits your return. 

As members of the Seminole Tribe of 


Florida, you should be aware of tax issues specifically 
relating to you. The Kiddie Tax, for instance, affects 
all members under the 

age of 14 and is a com- 
plex tax matter that is 
not fully understood by 
many tax preparers. 

If a tax prepar- 
er files your return incor- 
rectly, you could person- 
ally face a large bill from 
the IRS requesting repayment of 
any refund received, plus interest 
and penalties. 

Why you should use tax pre- 
parers sponsored by the Tribe: 

Why pay over $250 of your money to 
receive a refund loan when they can 
prepare your return without 
any fees to you and you 
can receive your refund in 
as little as 8 days! 

They are qualified to assist 
you with complex tax 
issues. 

IRS Audit Representation. 

If you decide to 
have your tax return pre- 
pared by someone other 
than the Tribe sponsored preparer, please make sure 
that your preparer meets all of the qualifications men- 
tioned. 
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Chickee Builders Voice Concerns About Wetland Restrictions 





By Susan Etxebarria 

BIG CYPRESS 

Almost 60 percent of the beauti- 
ful lands on the Big Cypress 
reservation are classified as wet- 
lands and consequently are sub- 
ject to very stringent federal reg- 
ulations that protect wetlands 
from destruction. Wetlands are 
areas where water inundates the 
land or saturates the soil long 
enough to support a variety of 
native plants unique to Florida. 

Typical wetlands 
include swamps, marshes, bay- 
heads, bogs, cypress domes, and 
sloughs, wet prairies, tidal 
marshes and mangrove swamps. 

Today wetlands are highly val- 
ued for the rich flora, fauna and 
wildlife they support. 

It is ironic that the one 
place the Seminoles pioneered 
as they fled from capture or 
massacre from the U.S. Army 
was a magical land that the 
invading settlers found formidable and undesirable. The Seminoles knew 
how to live with nature and respect its bounty. 

Now, the Big Cypress is considered a place of great value and is 
one of the last remaining original forests in the state, other than some 
state parks. 


Big Cypress Reservation 
Wetland Compensation & 
Exotic Piant Removal Areas 




Re&eivebQr Boundary wetUnd Artis 


Map shows Compensation Areas in Big Cypress 


Alyssa Jacobs 



Susan Etxebarria 

Alyssa Jacobs explains wetlands program at Chickee Builders work- 
shop. 


Although the Seminole chickee builders, who have had a long 
history and understanding of harvesting cypress and palm fronds from 
this reservation, respect and understand the nature of the land, there has 
been an eventual degradation of the forests due to factors mostly 
beyond their control. 

Some of these factors include the rampant growth of exotic 
plant species throughout the state of Florida brought on by develop- 
ment of the coastal areas, in some cases the unintentional transfer of 
seeds and pods from these harmful species by humans and in other 
cases transference by birds and other creatures. 

Alyssa Jacobs, environmental scientist with the Seminole 
Water Resources Management Department (WRMD), hosted a meeting 
Jan. 18 at the Learning Resources Center and invited chickee builders. 

It is her role to explain what the Seminole Tribe is required to 
do to protect the Big Cypress wetlands from the invasion of exotic 
plants and to abide by federal regulations under a program called 
“Wetlands Compensation for Impacts.” 

Many important issues were raised by the chickee builders at 


the meeting since it is their harvesting 
practices being affected by policies 
adopted and approved June 17 by the 
Tribal Council known as Best 
Management Practices, or BMPs. 

Basically, this policy consti- 
tutes a bargaining chip with the feder- 
al government. The Tribe will be able 
to use approximately 1 00 acres of 
wetlands for home site development 
and other projects if they agree to 
save four thousand acres of wetlands 
currently being devoured by exotic 
species. 

This acreage will restrict 
some harvesting practices during 
treatment phases for certain periods 
of time but it is a crucial step toward 
ensuring that these magnificent old 
growth and native forests will endure 
for generations. The end result is a 
win-win for the Tribe. 

The WRMD has been given 
the responsibility to remove these 
exotic plant species that push out 
native vegetation like cypress and 

pine and monitor the results until the process is satisfactorily completed. 
It is done through treatments that much like surgery, require a time for 
healing. 

Two of the most invasive species to be removed are the Old 
World Climbing Fern and the Melaleuca quinquenervia. The exotic 
species will be treated with two different types of chemicals, Rodeo and 
Arsenal, with different methods of application. 

The area to be treated is located in the southwest portion of the 
reservation and is being called the Wetland Compensation and 
Enhancement Area. The area is divided into six smaller areas bordered 
on the north by the West Feeder Canal and on the east by the L-28 
Intercepter Canal. 

They will begin with the first treatments in late February in 
Area 5, in the northwest quadrant. This area will be flagged so the chick- 
ee builders and others will know the area being treated and that it is sub- 
ject to some harvesting restrictions. 

On June 17, 2005, the Tribal Council approved the BMPs, 
enforceable for three years after treatment under the Seminole Water 
Code. The restrictions were explained to the chickee builders who had 
many questions and concerns about this program. For instance, the 
BMPs state that only 50 percent of live cypress trees in a treatment area 
can be cut and no clear cutting will be allowed. This will ensure that the 
native growth will regain its dominance again in the areas where they are 
being pushed out. 

No area shall be harvested more than once for three years after 
the treatment. No heavy equipment shall be used in these treated areas, 

and no new road or trail construction 
without written approvals. A full list of the 
BMPs is available at the WRMD offices at 
each reservation and anyone who wishes 
to harvest is encouraged to get a copy. 

One of the major concerns 
expressed at the meeting by the Tribal 
chickee builders were that all chickee 
builders be notified since not all live at 
Big Cypress but many do harvest there. 
They suggested similar meetings be held 
at Brighton, Immokalee and Hollywood as 
well. The following day Jacobs reported to 
The Seminole Tribune that a meeting was 
immediately scheduled for Brighton for 
Feb. 2. 

Another concern they voiced is 
the interference of the federal government 
with regulations on Tribal lands. As in 
many industries, the imposition of govern- 
ment regulation by outsiders is not always 



Alyssa Jacobs 


Old world climbing fern covering native vegetation. 

appreciated nor seen as necessary. 

As one chickee builder stated: “Once they start regulating, they 
don’t stop.” 

This led to some discussion by the chickee builders about the 
possibility of forming their own Tribal chickee builders association, 
much like the cattlemen association(s), to protect their interests. 

Another serious matter discussed with the WRMD staffer was 
the problem of tree “poachers” or tree thieves who can undo any gains 
made trying to restore these critical areas. 

The Tribal chickee builders are coming across outsiders, or evi- 
dence of outsiders, who enter the reservation without permission and cut 
down cypress trees and palm fronds and then sell them or use them to 
build chickees. Not only are they thieves but they are ingrates as well. 

How would these people know where to find the trees to har- 
vest? 

Many are people who worked for the Tribal chickee builders at 
one time and learned this specialized craft. Now, they steal the trees, 
damage the forests, and then go to the coast and bid against the 
Seminoles to build chickees often claiming they are “authentic.” 




Alyssa Jacobs 

Close-up of old world 
climbing fern. 


Alyssa Jacobs 


A stand of melaleuca in an area that used to be cypress trees. 

The chickee builders asked WRMD to assist them in enforcing 
the laws that forbid non-tribal people from being on reservation land 
without permission. They asked the department to work with the 
Seminole Police Department to get them involved in the surveillance, 
apprehension and arrest of these individuals. 

Tribal chickee builders have an awareness and understanding of 
the traditions, history and value of the chickee. For this time-honored tra- 
dition to last the forests need to be protected. They have pledged their 
cooperation to make the new program work for the benefit of all. 

For more information, call WRMD at (863) 902-3200, Ext. 

1413. 




W' 


Visit l_l 



dmor 



Great News For All Triral 
Memrers and Employees: 


SAVE $ 1 

one 

in or i 

UP TO I 

Z,vl 

rv GET * 




% APR ON 
FINANCING ALL 




GM 

BRANDS! 


Ed Morse Sawgrass Aulo Mall is now offering all Seminole 
tribal members and employees really great deals! Thais rij>hi , 
all tribe members and employees, including everyone who 


works a l ihe Seminole Hard Rock Casino, can now get huge 
savings and all finaneing incentives for which they qualify on 
five (TYf brands of new vehicles and over 1 10 used vehicles. 
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THE NEW 2006 MODELS ARE HERE - HURRY FOR BIG SAVINGS! 




AUTO WALL 
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14401 W. Sunrise Blvd., Sunrise 
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PLEASE CALL TOLL-FREE 

1 - 888 - 800-8048 
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From the HR Corner 


By Sandra R. Stoller, STOF Compensation and 
Classification Manager 

We begin the 2006 year, as promised, 
explaining the functions of one of the key Seminole 
Tribe of Florida (STOF) Human Resources (HR) 
units; the compensation and classification branch. In 
subsequent issues, we will continue to clarify and 
demystify many of the HR functions. 

In the last 25 years, the complexities of the 
functions of HR have grown exponentially. This has 
been due to many factors among them the changing 


of the U.S. market, legislation and judicial decisions. 
Human resources or human capital is no longer the 
“hire and fire office” but has become a strategic busi- 
ness partner of all thriving public and private sector 
organizations. 

Each of the specialty areas of a typical 
human resources office has had to become very inno- 
vative in their approach to dealing with a constantly 
changing political and labor environment. One of the 
HR units to feel the full impact of the change has 
been the compensation and classification area. We 
begin then, explaining what this important human 
resources function is and what it really does. 

The title provides a clue however small. The 
Webster College Dictionary defines compensation as 
“something given or received as payment or repara- 
tion, for goods, services, or loss.” We will limit our 
definition to the part dealing with payment. 

Compensation for the purpose of this article 
is a systematic approach to providing monetary value 
to employees in exchange for work performed. 
Compensation may achieve several purposes such as 
in recruitment, job performance and job satisfaction. 
You could then ask yourself: How is com- 
pensation used and what are the compo- 
nents of a compensation system? 

How is compensation used? 

Compensation is a tool used by 
management for a variety of purposes to 
further the existence of the company. 

Compensation may be adjusted according 
to the business needs, goals and available 
resources. Compensation may be used to 
recruit and retain qualified employees, 
increase or maintain employee morale/sat- 
isfaction, reward and encourage peak per- 
formance, achieve intemal/external equity 
and reduce turnover and encourage com- 
pany loyalty. 

In the area of recruitment and 
retention a common goal is shared by 
many employers. To some extent, the 
availability and cost of qualified appli- 
cants for open positions is determined by market fac- 
tors beyond the control of the employer. 

While an employer may set compensation 
levels for new hires and advertise those salary ranges, 
it does so in the context of other employers seeking to 
hire from the same applicant pool. Morale and job 
satisfaction are affected by compensation. 

Often there is a balance (equity) that must be 
reached between the monetary value the employer is 
willing to pay and the sentiments of worth that is felt 
by the employee. In an attempt to save money, 
employers may opt to freeze salaries or salary levels 
at the expense of satisfaction and morale. 

Conversely, an employer wishing to reduce 
employee turnover may seek to increase salaries and 
salary levels. Compensation may also be used as a 
reward for exceptional job performance. Examples of 
such plans include: bonuses, benefits, commissions, 
stocks, profit sharing and gain sharing. 

What are the components of a compensa- 
tion system? 

Compensation is usually perceived by 
employees as fair, if based on clear components. 
Various compensation systems have been developed 
to determine the value of positions. These systems 
utilize many similar components including job 
descriptions, salary ranges, structures and written pro- 
cedures. 

The components of a typical compensation 
system include: 

Job Descriptions: A critical component of 
both compensation and selection systems. Job 
descriptions define in writing the responsibilities, 
requirements, functions, duties, location, environment 
and working conditions of jobs. 

Job Analysis: This is the process of analyz- 


ing jobs from which job descriptions are developed. 
Job analysis techniques include the use of interviews, 
desk- audits, questionnaires and observation. 

Job Evaluation: A system for comparing jobs 
for the purpose of determining appropriate compensa- 
tion levels for individual jobs or job elements. 

Pay Structures: A useful system for standard- 
izing compensation practices. Most pay structures 
include several grades with each grade containing a 
minimum salary/wage and either step increments or 
grade ranges. 

Salary Surveys: 
Collections of salary and 
market data. Data may 
include average salaries, 
inflation indicators, cost 
of living indicators, 
salary budget averages 
and benefits. While you 
can purchase surveys, 
usually these are cus- 
tomized to specific 
industries and most like- 
ly within one geographi- 
cal region. Here at the 
STOF all surveys are 
done customized to our 
organizational needs, 
locality and specific job 
functions and lastly, 
Policies and 
Regulations: These gov- 
ern the process for 
requesting compensation 
reviews and market 
analysis. 

Classification 
jobs are classified into an existing grade/category 
structure or hierarchy. Each level in the grade/catego- 
ry structure has a description and associated job titles. 
Each job is assigned to the grade/category providing 
the closest match to the job. The classification of a 
position is decided by comparing the whole job with 
the appropriate job grading standard. 

To ensure equity in job grading and wage 
rates, a common set of job grading standards and 
instructions are used. Because of differences in duties, 
skills, abilities and knowledge, and other aspects of 
trades and labor jobs, job grading standards are devel- 
oped mainly along occupational lines. 

The standards do not attempt to describe 
every work assignment of each position in the occu- 
pation covered. The standards identify and describe 
those key characteristics of occupations which are 
significant for distinguishing different levels of work. 
They define these key characteristics in such a way as 
to provide a basis for assigning the appropriate grade 
level to all positions in the occupation to which the 
standards apply. 

Job Analysis is a process to identify and 


determine in detail the particular job duties, require- 
ments and the relative importance of these duties for a 
given job. Job analysis is a process where judgments 
are made based on data collected on a job. 

It’s about the job, not the person 

An important concept of job analysis is that 
the analysis is conducted on the job, not the person. 
While job analysis data may be collected from incum- 
bents through interviews or questionnaires, the prod- 
uct of the analysis is a description or specifications of 
the job, not a description of the person. 

Purpose of job analysis 

The purpose of job analysis is to establish 
and document the relatedness of the position to the 
position requirements. Job analysis is used in com- 
pensation to identify or determine the skill levels, 
compensable job factors, work environment (e.g., 
hazards, physical effort), responsibilities (e.g., fiscal; 
supervisory) and required level of education (indirect- 
ly related to salary level). Job analysis can be used in 
selection procedures. 

It is commonly used to identify or develop 
job duties that should be included in advertisements 
of vacant positions such as appropriate salary level 
for the position to help determine what salary should 
be, minimum requirements (education and/or experi- 
ence) for screening applicants, prepare interview 
questions, selection tests/instruments (e.g., written 
tests, oral tests, job simulations) and applicant 
appraisal/e valuation forms. 

Job analysis can also be used in performance 
reviews to identify and develop goals and objectives, 
performance standards and evaluation criteria of 
duties expected to be performed. 

Generally speaking, pay is considered a 
taboo topic and communication about pay may be 

uncomfortable for some. 
Communicating the 
details of how base pay, 
bonuses, benefits and 
other incentives are deter- 
mined and distributed can 
be cumbersome. 

However, communication 
is vital. Explaining and 
understanding how pay 
systems and pay policies 
work, supports and 
increases motivation and 
productivity. As a result, 
this produces a stronger 
bottom line. 

****Source: “A Success 
Story: The Case of Lucent 
Technologies,” by D. A. 
Nadler, in The Leader’s 
Change Handbook: An 
Essential Guide to Setting 
Direction and Taking 
Action (p. 23), J. A. 
Conger, G. M. Spreitzer, 

& E. E. Lawler III (Eds.), 
1999, San Francisco: 
Jossey-Bass Publishers . 


Test Your HR Learning Curve 

Answer only True or False to the following statements. 

HR hires and fires. 

Classification is the least understood. 

Classification and compensation are one and the same. 
Benefits are considered compensation. 

Job Analysis and Job Descriptions are one and the same. 
Job analysis is about the person performing the job. 

Cost per hire should not include offered benefits. 

True or False 
True or False 
True or False 
True or False 
True or False 
True or False 
True or False 

Heroic Leadership: The Three Essentials 

Envisioning: the ability to develop, 
articulate and communicate a clear 
vision of what the future will look like 
if change is successful. 

True or False 

Energizing: the ability to motivate large 
groups of people and infuse them with 
the leader’s own sense of enthusiasm, 
excitement and confidence. 

True or False 

Enabling: the ability to figure out how to 
provide people with the necessary 
support, structures, processes, resources 
and rewards — and how to remove the 
obstacles standing in their way. 

True or False 





"The Buying Place" . . 

Experience Native American culture and 
explore luxurious Seminole retail 
providing one of a kind 
authentic Native American art work. 

We are open 

7 days a week 
Sundays - Saturdays 
10:00 am -12:00 am 

Located at the 

Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino 
on the Casino floor. 

1 Seminole Way 
Hollywood, FL 333 14 
(954) 797-5550 
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OKALEE INDIAN VILLAGE 

(954) 797-5551 


Wild life presentations for 
scheduled groups of 10 or more 


Cooking, woodwork, basket 
weaving and dollmaking are 
demonstrated. 


Experience up close Florida 
Panthers, Macaws, Alligators, 
Fox, Racoons and River Otters 


Seminole Arts & Crafts: 
jewelry, clothing, woodwork 
and Seminole baskets s, dolls 


located at the Seminole Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino inside the 
Seminole Paradise 


5716 Seminole Way 
Hollywood, FL 33314 
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Elgin Jumper ’s Bio, 

By Elgin Jumper 

This is how my story goes. I’m Seminole. I 
was bom in 1965, in Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. I’m 40 forty 
years old. My father is Josiah Alan Jumper Sr. My 
mother is Eva Billie. I have two brothers and two sis- 
ters, seven children ranging from ages 23 to 1 1-all 
with the same woman-and two grandchildren. All 
alive and well. 

Save for the occasional lengthy visit to vari- 
ous correctional facilities in upper Florida, due to 
mistakes and bad choices-which, in retrospect, I 
greatly regret-I have lived on the Seminole reserva- 
tion in Hollywood. 

I started writing poems and stories back 
when I was seven or eight years old. My oldest sister, 
Alana, is probably my earliest influence, that is, as far 
as writing, reading, books, and music is concerned. 

She had the goods. I’d sneak into her room when no 
one was home and read her novels and listened to her 
records. Someday, I thought, I’ll write something. But 
it seemed like someday would never come. 

I had some stories deep within, they flew 
like divine little birds through my soul day in and day 
out, so I knew it. This is how I felt at an early age. I 
still had awhile to wait, though. 

Like Dylan, it seems like my life was on 
some odyssey or journey or misadventure — with “no 
direction home” and I was always just trying to get 
back to where I belonged. Back to the peace. 

I loved reading, still do. Plays, poetry, nov- 
els, histories, classics, etc, etc,... its wonderful! Books 
can carry you to another place, a magical place, away 
from burdens. The stories! 

I try to read everything, good and bad, popu- 
lar and obscure, all genres. Shakespeare’s big on my 
list. The Greeks and Romans. The Bible. Native 
Americans. Ancient history. More modem stuff. The 
Civil War. A lot of interests. And still learning, still 
expanding my interests, or trying to. 

But back in 1994 and 1995, 1 cashed a check 
that wasn’t mine, and consequently had some discus- 
sions with Seminole PD about it, in that order. Well, 
unfortunately, we reached an impasse, of sorts, in our 
talks, the discussions got rather heated, a stmggle 
ensued, and I was forced to go into hiding, until early 
2002, when it all came to a head and everyone was 
scattered, my wife and kids suffering, and myself at 
last being sent away, to make good on an overdue 
debt that I rightfully owed to society. 

It was quite the fall, let me tell you. Day 
gave in to the long night. We lost everything, even 
our freedom. Incidentally, my wife’s troubles with the 
law are partially my fault-just want to be tmthful-as 
we were so into our alcoholism and deep irresponsi- 
bility. The whole scene was so life-altering, so tragic. 
And the kids can’t be blamed for any of it. 


In His Own Words 

In 1998 and 1999, while still hiding out, in 
plain sight, mind you, I attended classes at Broward 
Community College, South Campus, majoring first in 
journalism and then later towards the end in history. I 
even won second 

place, $50, in the South Campus writing con- 
test, for a short story about an Indian busting out of 
prison. I ended up attending classes for a year and a 
half. It was an unforgettable experience and I learned 
so much about writing. And I’m still learning. 

In November of 2003, 1 was released from 
Madison Correctional Institution, some 50 miles east 
of Tallahassee, after 14 months. I had been given nine 
months of controlled supervision/parole, but I 
relapsed on the very first day I was out, never even 
checked in with the authorities, as I should have. 

What followed was a three month “extravaganza” 
with maybe one or two days of being sober. 

I was eventually picked up for violation of 
controlled supervision mandates, and sent back to 
prison-this time to Century Correctional Institute, in 
the panhandle-and it was there I had the revelation, 
the moment of truth, that said in an oh-so-pleasant 
voice, “You’ve got to stop your drinking and drug- 
ging, Elgin, or else you’ll surely die. Prison’s not for 
you. You don’t belong here. Get out and stay out.” 

So reassuring. So true. I had to stop, that was 
so apparent to me. How was God’s gift, the precious 
gift of writing, going to be meaningful, worthwhile, 
purposeful, if I was going to spend my life in a cage, 
being told when to do this and when to do that? The 
paths I’d chosen in my life had led me there. That 
path can only lead to prison or death. That path was 
never meant for me. 

I haven’t had a drink now for two years. Nor do I 
desire one. Drinking was what led me to every other 
bad thing. I feel so much better these days. No more 
looking over my shoulder. Now the healing and 
renewal. And knowledge is always in season. 

But to make a short story long, when I was released 
in July of 2004, 1 immediately put myself into drug 
and alcohol treatment, completed my controlled 
supervision and put myself back into school; BCC. 
I’m now striving to put my life back together, staying 
sober, and working towards my dream and goal of 
becoming a published writer. 

Unfortunately, the marriage, it seems, will not survive 
the ordeal, though we still remain friends. I see and 
spend whatever time I can with the kids, while going 
to school, and try to instill in them the great impor- 
tance of reading and writing. I kept all my manu- 
scripts, poems, short stories, and other writings from 
prison and am now working on a memoir, a Native 
American memoir, of my experiences in prison and 
other parts of my life. 


A Picture of Ned Christie 


By Elgin Jumper 

The Cherokee fugitive poses for an antiquated camera 
in the Indian Territory, present-day Oklahoma. Long 
black hair, fearless eyes that stare out the confidence, 
no smile, and yet a dignity and grace, and light 
degrees of sorrow. 

The firm coolness in his right hand, as he holds the 
Colt pistol blends with the proud way he holds the 
barrel of the Remington rifle in his left. No fear there. 
He wears a light-colored long-sleeved shirt, light-col- 
ored pants, with black leather belt and gun holster, the 
tainted fence behind him, for the forces attempting to 
fence his people in, end his life. Light and shadow 
poetry paint the picture here. 


A dominant society claimed he took the life of a law- 
man in 1887, hunted him five years, but, picture this, 
he never left his home. Constant gun battles, constant 
scrapes with death. But this man’s no murderer. Far 
from it. Once a respected Senator for the Cherokee 
Nation, now firmly resolved, he prepares to defend 
his freedom. Determined to be who he is and looking 
the world square in the face. 

Once cornered a cannon and dynamite will blast him 
from his home where he will be gunned down and 
propped up for ghastly photo ops. It will be deter- 
mined later that he had no hand in the killing that 
made him a fugitive in the first place. 


▲ ▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲AAA 


IMPORTANT NOTICE: 
Mandatory Animal Registration Drive 

Starting on February 15, 2006, the STOF Health Department will be sponsoring a registration 
drive in accordance with the soon to be adopted STOF Animal Control Ordinance. All dogs and 

Cats on reservation must be registered by April 15, 2006. Please bring proof of rabies vaccina- 
tion to the office nearest you to obtain a Seminole animal license tag. Animals in need of rabies 
vaccinations will receive a voucher for the upcoming rabies clinic. 

Please be aware that all untagged dogs and cats will be picked up by animal control. 

The drive is to promote a safer environment and improve quality of life for both animals and resi- 
dents 



Please contact the Environmental Health Office if you have any questions: 

954-962-2009 ext 126 or 125 

Locations & Schedule 

Hollywood — Environmental Health Office in Trailer — Mondays — Fridays 9-5 
Big Cypress — Wellness Trailer — Tuesdays & Thursdays 10-3 
Brighton — Environmental Health Office — Monday — Friday 9-5 
Immokalee Medial Clinic — Wednesday & Thursday - 10-3 



Blow, Winds 


By Elgin Jumper 

Well, another hurricane was bearing down on 
South Florida. Skylar Little Sky, a fifth-grader and ten 
year old Seminole boy, had just been picked up from 
Cypress Tree Elementary School, by his mother, 
Wilma, and was being taken to his father, Andrew’s 
house, out in Pembroke Pines. You see, it was his 
father’s turn to have Skylar for the weekend, what 
with the recent separation, and impending divorce, 
an’ all. 

He noticed sharp bursts of wind, debris, and 
rain on the roadways, as they headed westward. He 
could hear cool, silver rain, as it pelted the dark, limo 
tinted windows of his mother’s glossy-black Escalade. 
By now, warm summer had perished at the hands of 
frightful Fall, and the years hurricane season was, 
brutally, in full swing. Great storm’s were out there in 
the violent seas to the south alright, and poised were 
they to wreak nature’s merciless havoc. 

Spending the week with his mother had 
opened up his heart and mind to all kinds of interests. 
The world around him seem fresh now, but haz- 
ardous, too. 

Up ahead, during a lull in the hard rain, sev- 
eral policemen had pulled over a black Chevy van, 
battered, and two fairly dark-complected men in dark 
clothes, obviously the occupants, were being cuffed, 
and shoved into the back of a white with blue trim 
police cruiser, lit up. 

“Mommy, are those Iraqis?” Skylar asked. 
“You know, like the ones weseen being detained by 
our troops on TV last night?” 

His mother giggled. “No, no, dear, that was 
just some faraway place we saw last night. It won’t 
happen like that here.” 

“Oh,” Skylar said. 

He glanced back. At a redlight, his mother 
looked up for a moment at the photo of her husband, 
Andrew, which was secured to the overhead visor. 

She shook her head once. She wiped a lonely tear 
away. Her mouth watered for a drink, but she quite 
knew where that path would lead her. Oh Lord, did 
she know. 

“Mommy, guess what?” Skylar ’s dark-brown 
eyes brightened up like a just-twisted-on GE light 
bulb. 

“What, dear?” his mother said. “We learned 
all about the great Indian wars out west. You know, 
the ones the Indians had with the United States.” 

“Oh, really.” 

“Mmm-hmm ... W-was Wounded Knee a bat- 
tle, mom?” 

She giggled again, but abruptly fell silent. 

She shook her head no. Skylar thought for a moment. 

“Hey, maybe those people back there with 
the policemen had car bombs, or something like that! 
You think so?” 

Skylar began shuffling through the assort- 
ment of papers in his gray book bag. He took out a 
drawing he’d done, in mixed media, that very day. 

Oh, he simply loved, “Art Time,” as his teacher 
referred to the days the class spent being artistic. 

“Oh, look what I did, mommy!” he said. 

It was a chaotic drawing: dark clouds, light- 


ning, rain. And on the ground were soldiers, evidently 
in tan and brown desert colors, who stood with deadly 
weapons, next to smashed up cars that had been set 
on fire. 

“H-honey, why, it’s lovely,” his mother said, 
with as much tact as she could muster. 

“Why, it’s the hurricane and the war, isn’t it, 

dear?” 

His mother was somewhat a diplomat at 

heart. 

Suddenly, his mother slowed up to get safely 
by three cars that had stalled in the deep puddles, 
because of flooding on the street, near his father’s 
beige townhouse, in the gated-community of 
Windsong Way. She admonished him to stay out of 
those puddles. Those rains could very well pick up, 
she warned. The monstrous system was, indeed, bar- 
reling up from the southwest, out beyond the Keys, 
and was sure to make landfall by week’s end. 

Meteorologists were calling for some rough 
weather, tough talk about systems charging South 
Florida and mandatory evacuations and ugly storm 
surges and huge hurricane eyes and the like. They 
were talking storm categories, with winds thrashing 
150-200 miles an hour, signs and trees downed and 
transformers blown sky-high and malfunctioning traf- 
fic lights treated as four-way stops and Pandemonium 
with a capital “P” and about how most hurricane 
deaths occur after a storm has moved on. 

Then his mother apologized for all the argu- 
ments he had been a witness to in the last few weeks 
leading up to the separation, all the domestic turmoil. 
At another red light, she drew Skylar in to her close 
and hugged him. 

At last, the rains let up, but the clouds and 
trees were still being blown wild, quick-like, towards 
the northeast. Skylar was gazing at his room on the 
second floor of the townhouse. I wonder if Daddy’s 
new girlfriend’s here, he thought. 

He put his drawing back in a blue folder, 
then back in the book bag. 

“Hey, maybe I’ll add me, you, and daddy to 
the drawing as well, huh, mommy?” 

When his mother smiled a make-believe 
smile, there was another tear rolling down her face. 

“Well, maybe it’s not going to be that 
aggressive a storm this time around, dear,” his mother 
said. 

“M-maybe.” 

Skylar ’s eyes were misty, his voice clearly 
shaken. He took up his book bag, got out of the 
Escalade, and bid his mother a fond farewell. He 
caught the scent of new rain, impending rain. He 
brushed black hair out of his eyes with the back of his 
hand. He frowned, sad. Poor kids. 

He knew of other kids and parents, who were 
experiencing their own wars of divorce. Then, at the 
front door of the townhouse, he saw his father, wait- 
ing for him. There were no cordialities attempted 
between his mother and father. 

He realized at once a bitter storm was set to 
strike, and other fearful storms around the globe were 
yet raging out of control. 




Come join the 
Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki museum and 
die Seminole Tribe of F lorida 
in celebrating our rich culture 
You will see authentic Seminole 
and U.S. soldiers encampments, 
demonstrators of early 19th 
century, traders of pioneer and 
native goods and traditional 
Seminole arts and crafts. 


□ 



Re-enactment of a skirmish between 
U.S. forces and Seminole warriors. 





. Story Telling 
. Seminole Food 
. Traditional Stomp Dancing 
. 1 9th century craft vendors 
. Native American craft vendors 
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Education ♦ Emahaayeeke ♦ Kerretv 


Mary Huff Recognized 
for Leadership 



Emma Brown 


Mary Huff, outstanding student, athlete and positive role model. 


By Emma Brown 

BRIGHTON — Mary Huff a 
sophomore at Okeechobee High School 
is the daughter of John Wayne and 
Vicky Huff of Brighton. Mary has 
received an invitation to the 2006 Lead 
America Youth Leadership Conference. 

This is not surprising since 
Mary continuously proves to be a leader 
among her peers and in everything that 
she does. Huff was selected to attend 
this conference based on her outstand- 
ing academic achievement and for her 
involvement in extracurricular activities 
where she continues to show great lead- 
ership potential. 

Lead America sponsors col- 
lege-accredited, academic-based leader- 
ship programs for our world’s most 
promising young leaders. If Mary 
chooses to attend this conference she 
will have hands-on experiential learning 


presented by distinguished faculty com- 
bined with challenging academics. 

Huff will have the opportunity 
to meet national and international lead- 
ers that will provide her with insight 
into their profession and what it means 
to lead in today’s complex and global 
society. 

Although Mary has not yet 
decided to attend this conference the 
invitation says a great deal about her 
potential as a future leader. 

Mary excels in everything that 
she is a part of and has recently been 
chosen to play on the Varsity softball 
team for the second year and she is only 
a sophomore. She always gives 110 per- 
cent in all that she does and continues to 
be a positive role model for our youth. 

Her parents wish to let her 
know how proud she continues to make 
them. 


Susan Etxeberria 

Culture Class at Ahfachkee Elementary School participates in awards ceremony. 


Lindsey Cypress King 
Graduates from BCC 


By Susan Etxebarria 

DAVIE, FL — The teachers 
and staff of the Ahfachkee School as 
well as the parents of Lindsey Cypress 
King are proud to announce Lindsey 
Cypress King’s graduation on Dec. 16, 
2005 from Broward Community College 
(BCC). 

King graduated with an associ- 
ate of arts degree and will be continuing 
her education at Florida Atlantic 
University 
(FAU). At FAU 
she said she 
intends to pur- 
sue a bache- 
lor’s degree in 
elementary 
education. 

King 
had many role 
models at 
Ahfachkee that 
have been her 
inspiration to 
become a 
teacher said her 
mother, Betty 
King-the 
administrative 
assistant at the 
school’s busy 
front office. 

All 

her life 
Lindsey has 
been surround- 
ed by people 
dedicated to 
education, her 
mother said. 

While still in high school Lindsey King 
worked as an instructor aide in her 
mother’s class. Her father, Keeno King, 


has also been a teacher at the school. 
According to mom, her daughter is hop- 
ing to return to Ahfachkee as a teacher 
herself after getting her university diplo- 
ma. 

One of Lindsey King’s teach- 
ers, Eileen Hager, who taught her in the 
seventh and eighth grades had wonder- 
ful things to say about Lindsey. 

“Lindsey is one of those stu- 
dents that really stands out,” said Hager. 

“She never 
missed school 
and she did her 
homework. She 
has the person- 
ality, the drive 
and the com- 
mitment to be a 
top-notch 
teacher. I 
would be so 
honored to 
have Lindsey 
as my col- 
league.” 

The 

achievement of 
this Ahfachkee 
graduate is 
even more 
noteworthy 
because 
Lindsey is the 
first college 
graduate com- 
ing from 
Ahfachkee who 
attended every 
grade at the 
Ahfachkee, 
from Head Start and kindergarten 
straight through high school. 



Lindsey Cypress King 


Gopher Earns Master’s Degree 


Ahfachkee Students Receive Awards 


By Susan Etxebarria 

BIG CYPRESS — Students 
earned recognition for their accomplish- 
ments such as perfect attendance, honor 
roll and other scholastic achievements at 
the second quarter awards program at 
Ahfachkee Elementary School held on Jan. 
12 . 

Awards are given at the end of 
each quarter to inspire and motivate the 
students for their hard work. The awards 
program co-insides with the parent teacher 
conferences and the issuing of report 
cards. 

Acting Principal Lenora Roberts 
welcomed the students and their parents to 
the afternoon event. 

Roberts congratulated the stu- 
dents for all their efforts. 

“I signed more awards this time 
of year than there were the same time last 
year,” she said. “There were so many more 
awards. I like to see that.” 

The children were excited and all 
smiles as they came forward to receive 
their awards. Each teacher complimented 
their students for their good work. 

Following is a list of the students 
who received awards: 

Perfect Attendance: Kindergarten: 
Eyanna Billie, Jazmine Billie, Troy Cantu, 
Ciara Iglesias, Brendan Otero, Chynna 
Villareal, Marcella Vicent, Annabelle 
Whiteshield; 1st Grade: Corbin Billie, 
Stanley Cypress, Treven Marko; 2nd 


Grade: Arnold Billie, Sierra Bowers; 3rd 
Grade: Gloria Brooks, Kaitlin Osceola, 
Sabre Billie, Jaime De Luna; 4th 
Grade: Terri Baker, Rashawn Jim, 

Savannah Tiger, Pedro De Luna; 5th 
Grade :Rodni Mercer, Bradley Osceola, 
Tequesta Tiger; 6th Grade: Monique 
Jimmie, Alfred Billie, Anthony Balentine; 
7th-8th Grades: Grade:Patrick Osceola, 
Kelcie Jumper, Chebon Gooden-Harden, 
K’ahna Jumper; High School: Jonathan 
Harjo, Kaylynn Pewo, Herschel Frank, 
Benny Hernandez; Varying 
Exceptionalities Class: Steven Frank 

Perfect Punctuality: Pre-K: Red 
Heart Billie, Leslie Gopher; Kindergarten: 
Eyanna Billie, Jazmine Billie, Troy Cantu, 
Ciara Iglesias, Brendan Otero, Chynna 
Villareal, Marcella Vicent, Annabelle 
Whiteshield; First Grade:Corbin Billie, 
Ahnie Jumper; 2nd Grade: Arnold Billie, 
Sierra Bowers, Ethan Hummingbird, Tyrus 
Billie, Channcy Curry; 3rd Grade:Candy 
Landin, Haden Littlebear, Kaitlin Osceola, 
Nathaniel Jim, Sabre Billie, Michelle 
Jimmie; 4th Grade: Terri Baker, Rashawn 
Jim, Andre Landin, Savannah Tiger; 5th 
Grade: Rodni Mercer, Bradley Osceola, 
Tequesta Tiger; 7th-8th Grade: Breanna 
Robbins, Kelcie Jumper, K’Ahna Jumper; 
High School: Shadoe Billie; Varying 
Exceptionalities Class: Ricky Joe 
Alumbaugh. 

B Honor Roll: 7th-8th Grade: 
Grade:Kelcie Jumper, K’Ahna Jumper, 


Eagle Billie 

A/B Honor Roll: 1st Grade: 
Roderick Bert, Jathaniel Brooke, Blige 
Cypress, Dasani Frye, Ahnie Jumper, 
Treven Marko, John Robbins, Ignacio 
Rodriguez; 2nd Grade: Jacob Cotton, 
Dalton Koenes; 

3rd Grade: Candy Landin, Kaitlin Osceola, 
Katie Bert, Sabre Billie, Silver Wolf, 
Michelle Jimmie, Jaime De Luna; 5th 
Grade: Adrienne Cypress, Rodni Mercer, 
Bradley Osceola. 

A Honor Roll: 1st Grade: Corbin 
Billie, Stanley Cypress; 2nd Grade: Ethan 
Hummingbird, Michaela Cypress, 

Channcy Curry, Sierra Bowers; 3rd Grade: 
Gloria Brooks, Leauna Billie; 4th Grade: 
Terri Baker, Mulari Baker, Justin Roff. 

Special Academic Awards: 3rd 
Grade: Gloria Brooks, Kaitlin Osceola, 
Mika Lopez, John Dell Mclnturff, Leauna 
Billie, Katie Bert; 7th-8th Grades: Eagle 
Billie, Breanna Robbins, John Ross Billie, 
Tina Osborn, Jonathon Robbins, Patrick 
Osceola, Kelcie Jumper; High School: 
Herschel Frank, Talish Leach, Raul 
Alvarez, Adam MacElroy, Shadoe Billie; 
Varying Exceptionalities Class: Ricky Joe 
Alumbaugh, Bionca Acosta, Kanavis 
Cypress-Williams, Levi Billie, Steven 
Frank, Anthony Cypress, Trisha Walker, 
GraySun Billie, John Ross Billie, Kegan 
Cypress, John Alvarez. 


Departments Discuss Drug Prevention with Students 

By Emma Brown 

BRIGHTON — 

The Education depart- 
ment, Seminole Police 
Department (SPD) and 
Brighton Councilman 
Andrew Bowers met with 
high school students dur- 
ing the month of January 
to let them know that they 
always have a choice 
when it comes to drugs 
and alcohol and it is up to 
them to make the right 
one. 

These Brighton 
departments recognize the 
negative effects of drugs 
and alcohol on our youth 
and how easily accessible 
they have become over 
the recent years. 

One goal of 
these departments is to 
educate the students on 
the negative effects of 
drug use and encourage 
them to make the right 
choice if they are ever 
confronted with the use 

of drugs and alcohol. Councilman Bowers speaks to students about positive choices. 


Another goal is for these 
departments to become a 
confidant to the students in 
the event that they may ever 
need someone to talk to or a 
place to feel safe. 

The staff have 
come to learn that students 
are being faced with drug 
and alcohol use at the ele- 
mentary level and perhaps 
the education on how to 
make positive choices has 
not been taught at such a 
young age. These depart- 
ments will be meeting with 
all students from grades 
kindergarten through 12th 
on a continual basis to keep 
awareness fresh in their 
minds and to provide them 
with prevention methods. 

The ultimate goal 
is to build confidence in our 
youth and unity between 
them and the departments 
so that the phrases “Just Say 
No” will be effective and no 
longer a cliche that is 
thrown around on signs and 
billboards. 



Submitted by Travis Trueblood 

TAMPA — Tribal citizen 
Carla Gopher, 

Panther clan, of the 
Tampa community 
recently earned a 
master’s degree in 
business administra- 
tion from the 
University of Tampa. 

Gopher graduated 
with a 3.2 overall 
grade point average. 

Gopher, 
originally from 
Brighton, is the 
daughter of Louise 
Gopher and the late 
Charlie Gopher; both 
also of Brighton. 

The mas- 
ter’s program at the 
University of Tampa 
took two years to 
complete. Her con- 
centration within the 
major was controller- 
ship. This specialized 
concentration prepares students for the 
position of chief financial officer. 


In 1996, Gopher was the first 
enrolled Seminole Tribal citizen to grad- 
uate from Florida 
State University 
(FSU). She was hon- 
ored at the President’s 
Reception during the 
FSU Homecoming 
festivities in October 
2005. 

While 
attending FSU, 
Gopher also was the 
reigning Miss 
Seminole. Fittingly, 
the university has cre- 
ated a permanent dis- 
play for the presi- 
dent’s office with her 
princess dress and 
picture. 

Gopher said 
she hopes to combine 
her education, experi- 
ence and achieve- 
ment for the benefit 
of all Seminole 
Tribal citizens 
through her position with the Seminole 
Gaming department. 


Tribune File Photo 

Carla Gopher 





Emma Brown 


SPD officer speaks to students about drugs and alcohol, 
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Education ♦ Emahaayeeke ♦ Kerretv 


Institute for Journalism Accepting Applications 

Submitted by The Sports Journalism Institute For more information call (505) 262-2351 or 

ALBUQUERQUE, NM — The 2006 Sports e-mail NScholarsh@aol.com. 

Journalism Institute is accepting applications for a Student selected for the 2006 Sports 

nine week training and internship program for college Journalism Institute will receive: 
students interested in sports journalism careers. The A crash course in sports journalism from 

Institute, which runs from June 2- Aug. 4, is designed working professionals in daily sports journalism, plus 
to attract talented students of color to print journalism staff from Poynter. Class session will range from 
though opportunities in sports reporting and editing. ethics to photo editing to how to keep running score 
The Sports Journalism Institute, which works at a baseball game to copy editing. Travel and room- 
with the UNITY: Journalist of Color organizations, is ing expenses will be arranged by the Institute and 

funded by the Tribune Foundation, Hearst paid for by the Institute. 

Newspaper/Houston Chronicle, the Associated Press Eight weeks of professional experience at a 

Sports Editors and the New York Daily News. paid internship in the sports department of a daily 

The classroom training portion, hosted by the newspaper. (June 12-Aug. 4). 

Poynter Institute in St. Petersburg, Fla., will run June A $500 scholarship upon successful comple- 

2-10. Students will than go to a paid eight week tion of the program for students returning to college, 

internship at newspapers across the country. 



THE HIGHER EDUCATION DEPARTMENT INVITES YOU TO: 

THE MIAMI NATIONAL COLLEGE FAIR 4006 
SHERATON MIAMI MART HOTEL 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 19th 
14:00 P.M. - 4:00 P.M. 

THE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT IS ENCOURAGING ALL 
INTERESTED SEMINOLE HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS TO 
ATTEND THIS EVENT. 

MEET FACE-TO-FACE WITH COLLEGE 
REPRESENTATIVES FROM ACROSS THE COUNTRY! 

►ADMISSION PROCEDURES 
►TESTING 

►MAJOR FIELDS OF STUDY 
►STUDENT LIFE 

FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE, WE WILL BE HIRING BUSES/VANS 
TO BRING STUDENTS AND PARENTS/CHAPERONES TO AND 
FROM THE VENUE. 

PLEASE CALL LINDA ILEY @ (954) 989-6840 EXT. 1311 TO 
RESERVE YOUR SPOT. 



h. B 


Premium Seating 
All Local & National 


For All Events Call: 

^^(305) 444-TIXX (8499) (800) 881-8499 

at: www.preferreduitimate.com 

Happy with our Entertainment Service? 
Try our Full Travel Service 

Cruises * Hotels * Airlines 

305-445-6566 or (866)445-6566 
Visit us at: www.preferredultimatetravel.com 


Upcoming Events: 
Steve Miller Band 
Ricky Martin 
Bon Jovi 
Kid Rock 
INXS 
Queen 

Moody Blues 
Willie Nelson 
George Thorogood 
Rolling Stones 
Miami Heat 
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2006 Seminole Tribal Fair 
Clothing Contest 

Saturday, February I 1 , 2006 
Registration at 7:30 a.m. at Hard Rock Live 

A ge Groups and Categories Prize For Each Categ or y 

Birth to 1 7 years 

Participation Only - First 150 Participants to Sign In $50.00 each 

• Any Style May Be Worn 

Women Men 

65 & Up 65 & Up 

• 1 800 - Old Traditional I st: $600.00, 2nd: $500.00 

• 1 900 - Modern Traditional 3rd: $400.00, 4th: $300.00 

• If you have contemporary clothing you may enter 5th: 200.00 

the 55 - 64 contemporary category 

Women Men 

55 to 64 55 to 64 

40 to 54 40 to 54 

18 to 39 18 to 39 

• 1 800 - Old Traditional 

• 1 900 - Modern Traditional 

• 2000 - Contemporary 

The clothing schedule will be as listed above. 

Prizes will be awarded after the contest event. 

Rules 

All clothing must be made by a Seminole or Miccosukee Tribal member. 

All clothing must be made within the past 6 months. 

You cannot re-enter clothing from past Tribal Fairs. 

1800 - Old Traditional 

I.AII cotton material used 
2. No shoes or leggings 
3. No designs / patchwork on any clothing 
4. No rick-rack on any clothing 
5. Long dress / shirt style for men 
6. Silver or beadwork is allowed 

1 900 - Modern Traditional 

I .Any type material (cotton, satin, metallic, velvet, etc.) 

2. Must have design / patchwork on clothing 
3. Rick-rack allowed 

4. Women must wear set (long skirt and cape) 

5. Men’s jackets included in this category 

2000 - Contemporary 

I.AII styles with designs / patchwork 

Long / short sleeve shirts; Long / short skirts; Sundress; Slacks; Sports jackets; Vests; Etc. 

2. Women may wear jackets in this category 

Clothing Contest Committee: Judy Jones - 954-966-6300 Ext. 1312 


1st: $500.00, 2nd: $400.00 
3rd: $300.00, 4th: $200.00 
5th: $100.00 


Last Chance! Enter Now! 

Little Mr. & Little Miss Seminole 


Sponsored by: 

Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc. 
Hollywood, Florida 

Location: 

At the Hard Rock Live 
Friday February 10, 2006, 5:00 p.m. 
Contestants must be: 

1 . Enrolled Tribal Member 

2. 5-7 years old 

3. Florida resident 

For more information and applications, 


please contact the following: 

Hollywood. Wanda Bowers (954) 966-6300, 
Ext. 1468, Priscilla Sayen (954) 966-6300, Ext. 1461 
Big Cypress: Alice Billie (863) 902-3200 
Brighton: Salina Dorgan (863) 763-2402 
Application Deadline: 

Thursday February 9, 2006, 5:00 p.m. 

Fax to (954) 967-3488 (call to confirm fax received) 
or carry it into the Secretary’s Office. 

No entries allowed the day of the contest. 


2006 SEMINOLE TRIBAL FAIR 

LITTLE MR.& LITTLE MISS SEMINOLE CONTEST 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2006 

Contestant Application Contestant # 

( check one) 

LITTLE MISS. or LITTLE MR. SEMINOLE - 2006 

Date: 

Child s Name: Age: 

Enrollment Number : Date of Birth Res: 


Parent or Guardian Signature Print Name 

(circle one) 

Contestants must be an enrolled tribal member, Florida resident between the ages 
of 5 to7 years old by Feb. 10, 2006. NO EXCEPTIONS. 


Registration Deadline is Thursday, February 9, 2006 at 5 p.m. 

All contestants must be preregistered. There will be no applications taken on 

the day of contest. Friday February 10. 2006. 


Please confirm that your fax has been received by Secretaries Office. 
954-966-6300 ext. 1468 or 1463 (Wanda or Nicki) 

Lit ’l Mr. & Miss. Contest • Princess Committee (Sec. Off.) 
Tribal Fair Committee • Fax#954-967-3488 


Criminal Defense 



DU I 

VOP 

Felony a Misdemeanor 
Domestic Violence 
Family Law 
Child Support 
Trafhc Tickets 


606 Wb£ ] 5 U GARLAND HWY. 
Ct fwiston, Florida 


The Law Office of 

Joseph “Jody” M. Hendry, Ik 

8 6 3-98 3- LAW S (5297) 


I 


ORAY’Sa*'” 

LLYWOOD 


Gourmet Gift Rackets 
And Goodies 


Your Area's #1 Gift Basket And 
Floral Connection Since '\ l } l }3 


Gourmet And Specialty Gifts 

COI JH.WF7 DFI If! HTS... Cf HJRMFT RASKFTS ANEJ flfXlDIFS 
f LORAL l*mSSION& f RLSH FLOWLRS 


INnUl.GFNOL 

FKLQOUS MOMtN f 



BODY CARF PRODUCTS 

..HAUY AND MUM FKOUUCIS 


WITH SYMPATHY, FLORA! f GOURMFT 

MOVING IN.. .WFFCOMF GIFTS 

YOUR HUSINLSS IMAGL COSPQRATL GITTS 


Local Delivery I o 
HrMwaid & Du Jo Cu-uiiLy 
Wire* Sfirvirfi. We Ship Anywhere* In Thfi USA 
LuvL MimjLt: Oidurs. All Majui CnudiL CuitE 


954 - 921-6200 

2701 Hollywood Blvd. 
Hollywood, FL 

www . h oo raysf rnmho 11 ywood.com 



Di am MM to oMM M Hurt 





\mm ♦ om»m ♦ tern 
-.mi ♦ Tmmmm wm m 

4,8 urn 


From 6:00 p.m. To 11:00 p.m. I 

ili« Cypress / immokalec: 

Big Cypress Community Center 

Tuesday, February 14, 2006 
From 6:00 p.m. to n.-oo p.m. 

Hollywood; 

Hollywood Gymnasium 
Thursday, February 16, 2006 

From 6:00 p.m. To 11:00 p.m. 

Sponsors: 

rile Seiumole Inliune * AlUeil lleoldi * Coys A (iirls flub 
fullure * Munition <• Family Services liepl. 

Holly stood Recreation ♦ linmnknlee (nunril * Hindi ion fnuiieil 
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Health Corner ❖ Chah-nee-ken chao-ke ❖ Cvfeknetv onakv 


Seminole Children’s Dental Health Month 2006 


Submitted by the Seminole Dental Program 

February is Seminole Children’s Dental 
Health Month. In honor and celebration, the Seminole 
Dental Program will be sponsoring a Dental Activities 
Contest. Beginning on Feb. 6, children will be asked 
to complete one dental themed activity per week. 

Children completing each week’s activity 
will receive a dental trading card with an oral health 
message. At the end of the week of Feb. 26, all chil- 
dren that have received all 4 trading cards will be eli- 
gible for the Grand Prize drawing. 

And of course, it wouldn’t be Seminole 
Children’s Dental Health Month without the poster 
contest! Creating the posters will be one of the activi- 
ties for a trading card, but extra poster paper will be 
available at the four Health Centers for those children 
who wish only to participate in poster contest. 

Remember: A healthy smile is something to 

cheer! 


The dental activities contest will 
take place at the following locations: 

Big Cypress: Big Cypress 
Community Center - (863) 983-7800 
Brighton: TBA 
Ft. Pierce: Contact Emma 
Johns Brown- (772) 467-2454 

Hollywood: Boys & Girls Club 
-(954)410-0967 

Immokalee: TBA 
Naples: Contact Christine Zack 
-(239) 352 -1411 

Tampa: TBA 
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Health Dept Hosts Holiday Luncheon 



Felix DoBosz 


Health Director Connie Whidden accepts her special award at 
Christmas Luncheon. 


By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD — 

Health Director Connie Whidden 
spoke to the assembled guests at 
the Second Annual Christmas 
Luncheon at the Emerald Hills 
Country Club on Dec. 8, 2005. 

Employees came from 
many different sectors of the 
Health department and from all 
reservations. The luncheon was 
supposed to be at the Seminole 
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino, 
where they held it last year. 

Unfortunattely this year’s dates 
were all booked almost a year in 
advance. 

The luncheon started 
with a customary traditional 
prayer, read by Holly Billie, from 
Brighton reservation’s medical 
and social work program. Each 
group surrounding round tables 
took turns standing to the appre- 
ciative applause that recognized 
their many contributions and 
dedication throughout the year. 

There was entertain- 
ment provided by Andrea 
Samuels, Big Cypress and 
Immokalee case manager. Her 
husband, Van Samuels from the band Native Voices 
joined her on the small stage as they performed a few 
holiday songs through a karaoke machine to get 
everyone into a festive mood. The Samuels’ sang the 
old Nat King Cole classic, “Christmas Song.” Andrea 
then broke into “Rockin’ Around the Christmas tree.” 
The two have sung sweet harmonies together for the 
past 10 years and enjoy performing together. 

Awards were presented by Whidden to those 
who achieved many years of service to the Seminole 


Tribe. Individuals were recognized how much they 
are appreciated for all of the services they provide for 
the Tribe’s citizens and employees. 

Whidden awarded the following employees 
with certificates and a gift for their dedicated years of 
service: 

Five Years: Candice Hightower, Joyce 
Johnson, Joann Martin, Wanda Gail McClenithan, 
Edna McDuffie, Harley Roberts; 10 Years: Suzanne 
Jaeger Davis; 30 Years: Billie Micco. 

Whidden also recognized two 
former Health department employees 
who have moved on to the Family 
Services department. Before taking the 
position of family services director, 
Helene Buster served eight years with 
the Health department. Debbie Ray, 
now family services assistant director 
was with the Health department for six 
years. 

In addition, Administrative 
Services Director Terry Sweat present- 
ed an award of appreciation to Connie 
Whidden on behalf of the employees 
of the Health department. 

Following a healthful meal, 
Whidden was presented with a beauti- 
ful crystal statute for her great leader- 
ship skills and achievements by the 
Seminole Tribe. She touched by the 
moment and everyone gave her a 
warm heartfelt congratulations and 
best wishes. Whidden was so happy 
she gave all her employees the rest of 
the day off. 



Felix DoBosz 

Andrea Samuels and her husband Van Samuels entertain the 
Christmas Luncheon guests with festive holiday songs. 
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Over 7 Hummers to choose from! 

Starting out at 
$55/hr for Regular Limos 
$99/hr for Hummer H2 Limos and Escalade Limas 


(Prices may be higher on weekends and holidays) 
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Prevention Team Offers Parenting Seminar 



By Eric Bricker 

HOLLYWOOD — On Jan. 12 
members of the Hollywood Prevention 
Team held a seminar entitled “Parenting: 
The Ways of Seminole Tradition and 
Culture” in the Hollywood Auditorium. 
The six hour seminar was intended to 
inform Tribal Citizens about some of the 


traditional parenting practices and history 
of Seminole parenting as seen through the 
eyes of members of different Seminole 
clans. 

Hollywood Board Representative 
Gloria Wilson, a long-time advocate of 
Tribal prevention programs, spearheaded 
the development of the prevention team. 
The team is made up of representatives 
from different Tribal departments and indi- 
viduals including Hollywood Culture, 
Family Services, Preschool, the Boys & 
Girls Club, Tribal Interns and Allied 
Health. 

The seminar opened with a brief 
welcoming by Leona T. Williams and 
Josephine Motlow North. During the wel- 
coming, North, the Hollywood cultural 
department’s language coordinator, spoke 
about her father and Seminole life during 
earlier times. 

She stated “We carry on the cul- 
ture through the youth.” 

Preschool Director Leona T. 
Williams reminded the audience: “We 
can’t let anyone take the language from 
us.” 


Shortly after, Hollywood Council 
Representative Max B. Osceola Jr. was 
introduced. Osceola disclosed about the 
proud history of the Seminole Tribe and 
the Tribe’s rise to prominence. 

“In Seminole culture, wealth is 
not measured by what you have, but by 
what you can share,” he said. Osceola 


elaborated further on that point by advis- 
ing the audience that sharing does not 
only apply to material items or money, but 
that it applies to time and it applies to 
knowledge. Councilman Osceola shared 
his belief that this generosity between and 
among Tribal members has been the foun- 
dation for the Tribe’s survival, as well as 
its success. 

Next on the seminar’s agenda 
was Family Service’s Foster Care 
Program Administrator Ted Nelson, who 
gave an account of the historical aspects 
of Native American foster care. Nelson 
pointed out that long before any govern- 
ment agencies, such as the Department of 
Children and Families began to intervene 
on issues of Native American child wel- 
fare, the Seminole Tribe had its own natu- 
ral child protection system in place. 

Nelson stated that if a parent was 
unable to care for his or her child, then the 
child’s clan would intervene and another 
member of the clan would take care of the 
child. He asserted that this system has 
always historically been swifter and a lot 
more efficient about attending to the 


needs of children than any government 
agency. 

“If we didn’t have a clan system, 
our children could end up anywhere,” he 
said. 

Nelson goes on further to suggest 
that this uniquely Native American cultur- 
al attribute has been reflected in the spirit 
of the Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA). 
ICWA is the law that guarantees Native 
American Tribes the right to place Native 
American foster children with the child’s 
own tribe before any outside or agency 
placements are considered. 

“The Indian Child Welfare Act 
was created to keep families together,” 
Nelson said. 

After lunch, the seminar recon- 
vened with a panel discussion consisting 
of Tribal Citizens who were representing 
different clans. Josephine Motlow North 
moderated and interpreted for the panel 
speakers as they responded to different 
questions from the audience. 

Dan Osceola Sr., Bird Clan, 
explained: “If you didn’t have a dad, you 
went to an elder from your clan, and he 
became like your dad.” 

Josephine Motlow North of the 
Panther Clan elaborated about parenting 
roles. 

“When you had children, you 
were responsible for them,” North said. 
“You nurtured them and cared for them.” 

About marriage, Betty Osceola, 
Bird Clan, stated: “The man moves to the 


women’s camp. The house and everything 
in it belongs to the woman.” 

About death, Gloria Wilson, 
Snake Clan, said: “There is appropriate 
behavior for grief and death that is differ- 


ent for each clan. Medicine is used to 
cleanse and protect the grieving family 
from spirits.” 

Bobby Henry, Otter Clan, spoke 
about the roles of the medicine man. 

“Paying a medicine man doesn’t 
mean with money,” he said. “You can 
offer to do something for him like wash 
his car depending on what he needs.” 

One of the strictest traditional 
rules discussed was that of not marrying 
within one’s own clan. 

“If you reproduced with your 
own clan, you would be tied to a tree, 
your ears would be cut off, and part of 
your nose and mouth would be cut,” 
Henry said. “You would be permanently 
disfigured.” 

While these practices may seem 
harsh, Josephine Motlow North explains 
that the rules had to be strict and clear 
because the practice of inbreeding could 
threaten the future of the Tribe. Harsh 
consequences were put in place to ensure 
that people would follow the rules. It was 
a matter of survival. 

The seminar was closed out with 
a motivational session by Basil Phillips of 
the Family Services department who 
spoke on the topic of “Building a Healthy 
Relationship with Your Child.” During the 
session, Leona T Williams chimed in 
about relationships with our mothers and 
reminded the audience how important it is 
to respect and listen to our mothers. 



Thomas Doud 


Jo Motlow North translating for elders Dan Osceola, Sr. and Betty C. Osceola - 
“Parenting/Grandparenting panel discussion” 



Thomas Doud 


Hollywood Council Representative Max B. Osceola, Jr. visiting with his aunt Betty 
Osceola and uncle Dan Osceola. 



Fit in February! 

Please join us for a 
Weekly Walk in the Park! 

For Hollywood Community Members 
and Employees 

Every Wednesday at 12 p.m. 

at John Williams Park 
6101 Sheridan St., Hollywood 

February is Heart Health Month - So Get That Heart 

Pumping! 

February Dates: 8, 1 5, 22 


Any Questions? Call Tina at 
(954) 962-2009 



HAVE YOU BEEN INJURED? 


Automobile Accidents 
Medical Negligence 
Nursing Home Abuse/ 
Neglect 
Slip & Falls 



Anthony Tony 11 Scalese 
Tribal Member Puebb of Islela 


As a Native American, 1 respect your 
special needs and concerns, if you or 
a family member have been injured, 
please call for a free, confidential 
consultation. No fee unless mon^ 
recovered. We will work to protect 
your legal rights. 


30 years of trial experience 


The Law Offices of 
Collier & Scalcsc 
(954) 436-6200 


499 N,W, 70 Avc, Suite 106, Plantation, Florida 33317 

The hiring of a lawyer Is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. 
Before you decide, ask us to send you free written Information about our qualifications and experience. 
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Dear Counselor, 

I look forward in reading your articles in 
The Seminole Tribune. Before I started reading 
“Ask the Counselor,” I thought all men were hard 
with their feelings and showed no emotions. I 
thought all mens’ first loves were alcohol and 
drugs. Those combinations are very difficult in a 
relationship. 

Your articles have opened my mind that 
recovery and tenderness is not unmanly. My 
friends all laugh at my new behavior and tease me 
for being sober and 
weak. My friends 
say true men don’t 
think with their 
hearts they think 
with their hor- 
mones. 

My girl- 
friend loves my new 
way of treating her. 

The other day, with 
tears in her eyes, 
she told me to see 
me go from physi- 
cal and mental 
abuse, to go from 
alcohol and drug, to 
go from being mean 
spirited and cruel to 
support and love in 
recovery is a bless- 
ing. 

Counselor, 
your articles have 
taught me that the 
heart and hands are 
for helping not hurt- 
ing. Please write to 
my friends and 
other men who are 
afraid of recovery 
and who are blind 
and can’t see that 
recovery and ten- 
derness can only be 
shown by men who are not afraid to show emo- 
tions 

Signed, 

New Man 

Dear New Man, 

Your new approach will be welcome with 
open heart and arms by your girlfriend. I am 
proud of you and your commitment for change. 

The importance of your new approach 
was highlighted in one of the best songs of the 
mid 60s. The song is a lasting tribute to women 
everywhere and it came in the form of Otis 
Redding’s award- winning song “ Try a Little 
Tenderness. ” It was a love song from the heart of 
recovery-and it came from the soul of staying 
clean. 

Even now, in 2006 a full 40 years since 
Otis put his musical signature on the song- the 
words are just as powerful and penetrating as 
they were when he first gave the world a recovery 


message in a love song. 

“Oh she may be weary 
Those young girls, they do get weary 
Wearing that same old shaggy dress 
But when she gets weary 
You try a little tenderness. ” 

New Man, you are right. Otis was right. 
The Counselor is right. Women do get weary of: 
waiting for their man to stop physically abusing 
them, waiting for their man to stop mentally 
abusing them and waiting for their man to stop 

sexually abusing 
them 

Your 

friends who laugh 
at you should ask 
themselves would 
they want their 
daughters to marry 
someone like them. 
If the answer is 
“hell no,” they 
should try a little 
tenderness. 
Unfortunately, for 
some men, display- 
ing that kind of 
sensitivity and ten- 
derness is not the 
manly thing to do. 

A real man 
is able to say the 
words I love you 
without lying, with- 
out saying it just 
for sex, without try- 
ing to manipulate 
and without expect- 
ing any thing in 
return. Being affec- 
tionate, considerate 
and respectful to 
the women in your 
life is a huge part 
of recovery and a 
huge part in being 

a mature man. 

New Man, it is this Counselors ’ opinion 
that there are two types of men: mature and 
immature. Mature men are like warriors they 
have the discipline to fight the obstacles in life 
for their families. They show up for work. They 
are brave enough to show affection and use the 
word love in their behavior. Then there are 
immature men. The more immature a man is the 
less responsibility he shows to himself and his 
family. 

The word love and affection is used as a 
weapon to get over, to steal emotions, and to get 
something for nothing. New Man, you are a 
mature man you are a warrior and no matter 
what your friends say, you should know that 
there’s nothing weak about being meek for your 
woman. 

Signed, 

Counselor 



Basil Phillips 

M.S. Menial Health Counseling 

Letters of interest from the community 

ASi Sellers should be sent to 
ASK THE COUNSELOR 
Family Services Department 
3006 Josie Billie Avenue 
Hollywood, FL 33024 
ba si I ph i l \ ipsasem t r i be.co m 
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Sales-Service 

Parts-Accessories 
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4101 Davie Rd. Ext. 
Davie, FL 33024 

954 - 436-9905 
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FrontRowUSA.com 





Concerts | Theatre | Sports 

Local, National, and Worldwide Events 




At FrontRowUSA, ticket buying is 
hassle-free and there are no questions 
as to where the seats are located . 

Let us 3 your expert ticket broker f 
take care of everything . 
FrontRowUSA is up front 
and honest , putting you up front! 


ALL CONCERTS, SPORTS AND THEATRE TICKETS AVAILABLE 
NATIONWIDE AND WORLDWIDE ORDER YOUR TICKETS ONLINE AT 
WWW-FRONTROWU5A.COM OR BY PHONE 
(954) 455-1929 OR (800) 446 8499 

WE DELIVER - ALL MAJOK CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 


Top Concerts 

AMERICAN IDOLS 
STYX RED SPEEDWAGON 
STEVIE NICKS 
DAVE MATTHEWS BAND 
DESTINY'S CHILD 
DEF LEPPARD 
EMINEM/50 CENT 
HILARY DUFF 
TOBY KEITH 
SYSTEM OF A DOWN 
TIM MCGRAW 
GREEN DAY 
0ZZFEST 

PAUL MCCARTNEY 
ROLLING STONES 
U2 

Top Sports 

ALL NFL.NRA, 
MLB.NHL TEAMS 
MIAMI DOLPHINS 
MIAMI HEAT 
ORANGE BOWL 
SUPfcR BOWL 
Miami Hurncunes 
FSU Semmnles. 


Top Theatre 

ALL BROADWAY SHOWS 
AVAILABLE THE LION 
KING IIAFRSPRAY WICKER 
MAMMA MIA 
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The 2 nd Annual 


TIO 


InformalionluiMifflsHii 


entNetwork 


Municipal Finance ConEerenet Division 


AMERICAN 

E CONFERENCE 

January 19-21, 2005 
The Pechanga Resort & Casino 

Temecula, California 


kwit&lww (owned and operated by the 

Pechanga Band/Luiseno Indians) 


CONFERENCE CO-CHAIRS 


William M. Let tig, 
KEVBANK 


Townsend Hyatt, 
ORRICK HERRINGTON 
& 5UTCLIFF LLP 





For Wore Information, 
Pleuse Visil: 



www.imn.org/esb705/s1m/ 


Email: mail@1ma.Dr9 Call: (212} 768-2000 Ext. 1 Fax: (21?) 768 -2434 
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2006 NASA Basketball Tournament 






By Lila Osceola 

CHEROKEE, NC — 

Why travel north for the win- 
ter? Seems awful strange to see 
people walking around with 
shorts and sweatshirts in cold 
weather, unless you are from a 
place where you don’t need to 
wear sweats and winter like 
clothing. 

On the weekend of 
January 13-15, many die-hard 
Floridian basketball fans trav- 
eled to Cherokee, N.C. for the 
annual NASA basketball tour- 
nament. Participants and bailers 
packed up what little winter 
clothing they possessed, and 
headed 1 3 hours north, 
whether by plane or by car. 

The beautiful Smokey 
Mountains played host to 
many Native American teams that came to 
participate in the tournament. Teams from 
Mississippi, New York, Alabama, and 
North Carolina were there to compete. Out 
of 22 men’s teams, and 11 women’s teams, 
Florida was represented by three women’s 
and three men’s teams and each reserva- 


Lila Osceola 

Seminole Rec. play defense in the champi- 
onship game. 


tion was represented proudly. 

Jan 11-12 were travel days for 
the teams, players and fans to arrive in 
North Carolina. By morning on Jan. 13 
everyone had settled in for a short winter 
stay and a great basketball experience. 

The games started at 9 a.m. in the 
morning on Jan. 13. The women of 
Hollywood, and Big Cypress teamed up 
and got a quick squad in the tournament. 
The excitement came to a screeching halt 
when they lost their first game. Big 
Cypress men brought their A game and 
won the first game of the day. 

The Cherokee of North Carolina 
had arranged for teams to play at two or 
three different gyms, Big Cove, Charles 
George, and Paint Town, during the tour- 
ney. So many Seminoles were coming and 
going, fans were jumping from gym to 
gym to support the six teams that were in 
the tournament. 


Lila Osceola 

MBCI Choctaws take home the championship back to 
back. 


Travel and weather condi- 
tions played a major role in the expe- 
rience. Many people from North 
Carolina knew what to expect, but 
the Florida people had no idea, rain 
one day, snow the next, and by the 
last day of the tournament the weath- 
er did an about face and turned out to 
be a beautiful day to travel 
home. One thing was for cer- 
tain, it remained cold the whole 
trip. 

The teams that 
remained in the tourney until 
Jan. 14 meant they still had a 
chance to run for the 
Championship that night, Big 
Cypress Men, Sundown, 

Seminole Rec. Men and 
Women. As the day progressed 
the excitement grew, as the 
Seminole Rec men and women 
made it to the Championship game, 
both coming through the loser’s 
bracket. 

The gym was packed full of 
anxiousness, excitement, and cold 
Indians. By the end of a snowy day, 
the warm stinky gym is right where 
everyone eagerly awaited the 
Championship series. 


The women’s champi- 
onship game was our very own 
Sundown and Seminole Rec., the 
two Florida rivals. Sundown 
jumped on the Seminole Rec. team 
and paced the game with fast 
breaks, quick passes, and solid 
rebounds. The up-tempo game 
proved to be well deserved by 
Sundown and won by a margin of 
20 points. Sundown pulled in a 
repeat of last year. Sundown is offi- 
cially the 2005 and 2006 NASA 
champions. 

Just like the women’s 
teams’ these two men’s teams are 
no strangers to the championship 
circle. The men’s championship 
game brought the MBCI of 
Mississippi and Seminole Rec of 
Hollywood, Florida. Seminole 


Seminole Rec 2nd Place in NASA Tournament. 


Lila Oscoela 

Sundown-Two time NASA champions 


Rec. had a roster of 7 deep, with Tony 
Heard playing with a fractured clavicle 
bone in his shooting shoulder, so depend- 
ing on his left hand the majority of the 
time. MBCI had an all star roster with 
players from Florida, Arizona, and 
Mississippi to make up a dominating 1 0 
deep roster. 

The reigning champs from a year 
ago didn’t miss a beat from last year. They 
were up and down the 
court dominating the 
Seminole Rec team with 
their up tempo defense. 
The tired, Seminole Rec. 
team couldn’t stay with 
the MBCI team, and lost 
by 15 points. 

The hospitality 
of the Cherokees of 
North Carolina was very 
critical to having a good, 
well ran tournament. All 
the games were on time, 
and gyms were kept 
clean. Next year we will 
look forward to seeing 
more NASA Basketball 
when the tournament is 
in New York. 


Lila Osceola 


Seminoles Participate in EPCOT 5K Family Fun Run 





By Felix DoBosz 

LAKE BUENA 
VISTA, FL — In 1966 
Walt Disney said “. . . the 
most exciting, by far the 
most important part of our 
Florida project- in fact, the 
heart of everything will be 
doing in Disney World- 
will be our experimental 
prototype city of tomor- 
row. We call it EPCOT, 
spelled E-P-C-O-T: 

Experimental Prototype 
Community of 
Tomorrow.” 

To generate rev- 
enue streams the commu- 
nity of tomorrow concept 
became a corporate theme 
park focusing on the 
World Showcase where 
visitors could get a taste 
of the culture and crafts of 
the many countries repre- 
sented. 

This was the 
13th Annual Walt Disney 

World Marathon 

Weekend, Jan. 5-8 and 

included a new split-day 

format. For the first time, the 13.1 -mile 

half marathon on Saturday Jan. 7 and the 

26.2-mile full marathon on Sunday Jan. 8. 

The festive family crowds gath- 
ered on Jan. 7, a cold windy sunny day, at 
the EPCOT Center parking lot for thou- 
sands of young and old participants to run 


Felix DoBosz 

Young Seminole citizens celebrate finishing 5K . 


Felix DoBosz 

Chipmunks celebrate with Seminole family at EPCOT’s 5K Family Run. 


in the 5K race. People were not enjoying 
the unusual cold wintry weather caused by 
a quick cold snap in central 
Florida. 

Non-resident 

Seminole Tribal citizens and 
their families had come to the 
huge EPCOT parking lot to 
participate in this 
family fun event. 

They were staying 
warm wrapped up 
in sweats and heavy 
jackets waiting for 
the race to get 
underway at 1 1 
a.m. This was only 
one of the many 
races and events 
scheduled during 
the Walt Disney 
World Marathon 
Weekend 2006. 

Runners 

tried staying warm 
before the race by 
jumping around and stretching 
while posing for family pictures. 
It seemed as though everyone 
had a camera, people were either 
posing or shooting photos of 
each other. 

The camp fun group, 
the Mullet Marathoners, showed 


grown twenty- 
something men in 
T-shirts and shorts 
and long white calf 
sock’s, wearing 
additional acces- 
sories fake mullet 
wigs and mustaches 
entertaining the 
large crowd getting 
to race for charity. 
With the 

growing popularity 
of half-marathoning 
and a sharp increase 
in the number of 
running enthusiasts 
interested in half- 
marathons, Disney 
Sports Attractions 
decided to run its 
half-marathon on a 

separate day from 

the regular 

marathon beginning this year. 

Almost 30,000 participants were 


up and got the crowd in a fes- 


Felix DoBosz 

Mullet Marathoners vogue for the fans at the race. 


signed up to compete in the Walt Disney 
World Marathon Weekend- 16,000 in the 
half marathon, 14,000 in the full marathon. 
More than 3,000 participants registered to 
compete in both races. This was a genuine 
fun activity for the entire family as partici- 
pants struggled and pushed baby strollers 
to compete and finish in this year’s 5K 
run. 


tive mood with 
their racing clown 
antics, while vogue- 
ing in sync for 
loads of photos. 
Here were four 
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Bronc riding will be a feature at the PRCA Rodeo, 


Rez to Host World Finals in 
Wild Horse Racing 


By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — There ’s some- 
thing new and exciting this year coming 
up at the Brighton Field Days Festival 
Feb. 18-19 during the $100,000 
Professional Rodeo Cowboy Association 
(PRCA) Rodeo. For the first time the 
Wild Horse Racing Association World 
Finals is being held at the Fred Smith 
Arena as part of the annual rodeo. 

This is the wildest event in 
rodeo. More cowboys are injured in this 
event than even the bull riding. 

In this event three-man teams 
each draw an unbroken horse. The hors- 
es are loaded into the chute. They are 
released simultaneously. One team mem- 
ber they call the ‘mugger’ attempts to 
hold the horse still, while the other two 
cowboys saddle the horse. Once the sad- 
dle is on the horse the rider mounts and 
attempts to ride the horse to the other 
end of the arena. 

This is so exciting to watch and 
you will be screaming for the poor cow- 
boys who really have their hands full 
trying to subdue a violently kicking 
horse. Often a horse just can’t be con- 
trolled and the saddle never gets cinched 
but the cowboys don’t give up even 
when they are flung to the ground try- 
ing. It’s fast, furious and fun. 

The association has teams from 
across the U.S., but Florida and 
California are hotbeds of wild horse rac- 
ing. Although qualifying is not yet fin- 
ished, an Avon Park team is almost 
assured to qualify. Teams will be entered 


from as far away as California. 

The $100,000 PRCA Rodeo 
will once again feature the top cowboys 
from across the North American 
Continent. The two-time PRCA “Stock 
Contractor of the Year” nominee, Five 
Star Rodeo of Davie, will supply all the 
bulls and stock. They have a reputation 
for supplying some of the fiercest beasts 
on the circuit that makes for some pretty 
exciting rodeo. 

The top cowboys in the PRCA 
circuit will compete in bareback bronc 
riding, saddle bronc riding, steer 
wrestling, calf roping, team roping 
(cowgirls), Women’s Professional Rodeo 
Association (WPRA) barrel racing and 
bull riding. 

Brighton Field Days also 
includes featured performers and enter- 
tainment including the Mescalero 
Apache Dancers and the Haskell 
Performance Dancers from Lawrence, 
Ks. The crowds are always delighted 
and awed by the beauty of the Seminole 
clothing contests and the baby contests. 

The gates are open to the public 
on Feb. 18 at 9 a.m. and Feb. 19 at 11 
a.m. The rodeo times are 7 p.m. on Feb. 
18 and 3 p.m. on Feb. 19. 

On Feb. 18, the traditional 
Tribal citizen-only contests take place; 
these include pole peeling, sack races, 
turtle races, men’s archery, women’s 
skillet throwing and softball throwing. 
All Tribal citizens are encouraged to 
participate. 


Keeno King Scores Hole-In-One 


By Susan Etxebarria 

FT. MYERS, FL — All- 
around lifetime athlete, Keeno King of 
Big Cypress, has a number of trophies in 
his office at Ahfachkee Elementary 
School. He serves on the staff as a 
teacher and supervisor over the kitchen 
and maintenance staff. But, a plaque 
pronouncing a recent hole-in-one on the 
golf links may be his most incredible 
sports accomplishment yet. 

According to the U.S. Golf 
Register™ the 
odds of hitting a 
hole in one are 
about one in 
33,000. 

According to its 
website, 
www.usgolfreg- 
ister.org, those 
odds are 
“guesstimates” 
based on esti- 
mated rounds 
played and esti- 
mated hole-in- 
ones achieved. 

King is 
a tough com- 
petitor in bil- 
liards and once 
played baseball. 

Golfing since 
1988, he had 
always hoped 
one day he 
would achieve 
the golf shot 
ever golfer 
dreams about. 

“Some 
people play 
golf a long 
time and never 
get one,” he said. “But it’s always on 
your mind. The odd thing is that I was 
thinking about it all week before I went 
golfing.” 

King was playing Hole No. 6 at 
the Eastwood Country Club in Ft. 


Myers, Fla. on Jan. 6. He was golfing 
with two men from out of state whose 
names he doesn’t recall. Usually if a 
golfer shows up alone they are teamed 
up with other golfers for the day. His 
golfing companions were asked to verify 
on their return from the links that King 
hit a hole-in-one on the 152-yard hole. 
With his signed scorecard he was pre- 
sented with a plaque. 

King said when he hit the ball 
from the tee it instinctively felt like a 
perfect shot. 
When he got to 
the green he did- 
n’t see the ball. 
He assumed he 
must have over- 
shot the cup and 
kept looking for 
the ball. 

When 
he discovered 
the ball in the 
cup and realized 
he hade made a 
hole-in-one he 
was very excit- 
ed. King said he 
was so excited 
he got on the 
cell phone and 
called friends 
and family and 
was hardly able 
to concentrate 
on the remainder 
of the game. 

He said 
he wasn’t even 
using the 5-iron 
club he normally 
uses for his long 
shot. That day 
he was using a 
slightly lighter 4-iron because King, 
nearing 60 years of age, said as he gets 
older he doesn’t have as much muscle as 
he did as a young man. For this avid 
golfer, older is better it seems. 



Susan Extebarria 


Golfer Keeno King. 
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Former FSU Players Speak to the Community 







By Tony Heard 

HOLLYWOOD — The focus in South 
Florida was all on the Orange Bowl game between 
Florida State University (FSU) and Penn State. 

On Jan. 3 the Seminole Tribe hosted three 
former FSU football players. They spoke in the gym 


Lila Osceola 

Mathew Osceola poses for a picture with the ex FSU players. 


to a crowd of about 60 people. Adults, youth, and 
even some elders came to hear the message from 
William Floyd, Derrick Alexander and Toddrick 
McIntosh. 

The event was orchestrated by Richard 
Osceola, who knows all three gentlemen personally 
and asked if they would come and address the 
Seminole youth and community members. They were 


Lila Osceola 

Madeline Osceola and Troy Tiger winners of the Penn State vs. 
FSU game ticket drawing. 


happy and more than willing to try and reach a few 
people through sharing a few of their hard times and 
life lessons. 

If the names do not sound familiar William 
Floyd was a fullback at Florida State from 1990-94. In 
his last year he helped his team win a national cham- 
pionship. Following that year he had the 
privilege of being drafted in the first round 
by the San Francisco 49ers. 

While developing and learning 
more about the NFL game he found him- 
self being a major contributor towards a 
Super Bowl appearance and victory. With 
the Super Bowl win Floyd became the 
only player to date to win a national cham- 
pionship ring his senior year, and then win 
a Super Bowl ring his rookie season in the 
NFL. 

After beginning his professional 
career on such a high note, he continued to 
play and be a force on the field for several 
years. He did point 
out that even 
though he has been 
blessed to experi- 
ence many great 
things, his family 
and God is the true 
force behind all of 
his achievements. 

Now retired, Floyd 
is doing public 
relations work, and 
planning on going back to 
school to study law in the near 
future. 

Attending FSU from 
1991 -94 Derrick Alexander 
was an animal at the defensive 
end position. Although on the 
opposite side of the ball, 

Alexander was 
1 also a key ele- 
ment in winning 
the 1994 national 
championship. 

The powerful 
defensive end 
was a two year 
all-American 
while at FSU. 

This is why it was no surprise when he 
was honored by being named the 
Atlantic Coast Conference (ACC) 
Defensive Player of the Year in 1994. 

His message behind being 
great is to always try your hardest at 
whatever you choose to do. He retired 
and began to concentrate on real estate. 
While making great strides in this area, 
Alexander was presented with the Ed 
Block Award in 1999. This award is 
given to people who do outstanding 
work to help the children and communi- 
ties in Cleveland, Ohio’s inner cities. 

Alexander’s program, the D.A. 
Achievers, do a great job influencing 


McIntosh speaks to 


inner city kids in a positive way. 

Graduating from Berkner High 
School in Richardson, Texas, Toddrick 
McIntosh dominated as a defensive end. 

He was such a standout that he was heav- 
ily recruited by some of the top schools 
in the nation. The tradition of the pro- 
gram and knowing the team would be 
able to compete for a national champi- 
onship each year; made it an easy deci- 
sion to choose FSU to continue his foot- 
ball career. 

McIntosh played for FSU from 
1989-93 consistently being a wrecking 
ball against whoever they faced. 

Although he was not fortunate enough to 
get a national title under his belt, in 1993 
Seminoles won the Orange Bowl by 
defeating the Nebraska Comhuskers. 

Following the win he was draft- 
ed by the Dallas Cowboys. After a few 

good years he then continued his 
career by playing for Tampa Bay, New 
Orleans, and Green Bay. 

He is now retired and residing 
in South Florida, and has opened his 
own custom jewelry making business. 
With many celebrity clients most of his 
work is done by appointment only, but 
he also has a store based in Atlanta, 

Ga. 

Each one of these former FSU 
players came and graced us with 
knowledge and words of wisdom in 
their own way. 

During the event Madeline 
Osceola and Troy Tiger were 
announced the winners of the drawing 
for the Penn State and Florida State 
bowl game tickets, that night. 

Richard Osceola was asked 
how he felt the 
event turned out 
and his reply was, 

“I wish a few 
more kids would 
Liia Osceola have showed up to 

crowd. hear the messa g e 

and experience 

meeting guys who 
have won champi- 
onships and played professional- 

iy- 

“A lot of the problem is 
that kids just hang out too much 
and end up getting in trouble. 

I’ve been on that side of it and I 
just want to get more kids 
involved in something to build 
the tribe back up, and keep them 
off the streets. 

“Hearing those guys 
speak can be sort of a guiding 
light for the kids to follow. Life is 
beautiful and people should lis- 
ten to others hardships and try to 
learn from them.” 


Lila Osceola 


Tribal Members eagerly wait for an autograph. 


Lila Osceola 


Preschool kids enjoy the festivities. 


Lila Osceola 


Mike Gentry and son take a picture with two of the three great FSU 
football players. 


South Florida's number one country western 
nightclub and restaurant 


m 



The Round Up is South Florida's 
number one country western 
nightclub end restaurant. 
Wednesday - Sunday 
6 p.m. to 4 a.m. T 
four full-liquor bars seven 
gourmet dinners served alE night 


Billy Currington with special guest Jesse Lee 

Sunday Night Veftruant 7 9th * Advance SI X r>ay of Show $T5 


Dance Lessons 

Wednesday - Advanced t ine Dance, 7i3Q pm-&3Q pm 
Thursday - Always Two-Step, 8 pm - 9 pm 
Beginners Line Dance Lessons, 7 pm -8 pm 
Friday - Intermediate Line Dunce, 7:30 pm - 8:30 pin 
Saturday - Line Dance Lessons , 7 pm - 8 pm 
Couples Dance l essons, 8 [tin - 9pm 
Sunday - Beginner l ine Dance Lessons - 7 pm - 9 pm 

With good food, great music , a targe dance floor, the best entertainment, 
die most outrageous drink specials, and rooms packed full of beautiful 
people, a good time is a sure thing at The World Famous Round Up ’ 

The Round Up is located at: 

9020 W. State Road 84 
Davie, Florida 33324. 

(Southwest Corner of 1-595 and Pine Island Road in the Pine Island Plaza) 


■MUM 


4XB U9i«rvirife»«t 


EVERGLADES 


FEDERAL CREDIT UNION 


II 


Savings Neur or Used 

Checking Autos and Boats 

Money Market ATVs 

Certificates Recreational vehicles 



r UM. £ 



Visa Check Cards Mailable! 
Like turning a Check, 
Only be Her! 

Jus! i'resenf your card and 
sign /or your purchases. 


Serving Hendry, Glades & 
Western Palm Beach Counties 

1099 W VENTURA AVENUE CLEWIST0N 

903*9 93 •Sill OR TOLL FREE l*SS9*»7*SU1 
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Seminole Youth Play Undefeated Football 


By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — Five Brighton youth can 
claim victory this year as members of the 
Okeechobee High School’s undefeated teams. Due to 
their skills and prowess on the field they were each 
honored, along with their other teammates, for their 
outstanding athletic success. 

Brighton teens Damen Bert, Garrett 
Madrigal and Pablo Cardenas all played freshman 
football on the school team called the Mavericks. The 
team won every game in the District 13 AAAA and 
was declared the undefeated champions. Each were 



Susan Etxebarria 


Marcus Robinson, Branden Cardenas, 
Dane Osceola (not shown) of the undefeat- 
ed Okeechobee Varsity football team 



Susan Etxebarria 


Damen Bert, Garrett Madrigal, Pablo Cardenas, 
Randal Osceola (not shown) of the undefeated fresh- 
men football team. 


honored with athletic participation awards and let- 
tered T-shirts 

Also, Brighton teens, Marcus Robinson, 
Brandon Cardenas and Dane Osceola, played on the 
varsity squad football team called the Chobee Bulls at 
Okeechobee High School which also was declared as 
undefeated champion in the Sunshine State 
Conference. They were presented with their player’s 
rings, along with their teammates, in honor of their 
achievement. 

These youth bring honor to the Seminole 
Tribe. Congratulations to the youth and their families 
who support their kids. 


7th Annual Flute Retreat A Worbihop 
February 23 - 26, 2006 
Billie Swamp Safari 

Hotted by Sonny St Christine Nevaquaya 
One-on-one instruction in flute mahing by 
muster flutist/flute muber Sonny Nevuquuyu 

Invited Artists 

Debi Lowe - Elm, Muster Bender 
Timothy Nevaquaya, Master Flute Maher 

For Further Information or Registration 
Contact Christine Nevaquaya at 954-548-5908 

Enrollment is limited!!!! 


Sponsored by the Seminole Tribe of Florida 
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Any Home theater, plasma, or standard flat 
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WE DO IT ALL! 


We specialize in designing, customizing and providing top of the tine 
technoiagy in Audio & Video electronics including a division dedicated to 
Security and Surveillance equipment for your home and business. 

361? North State Road 7/ Hollywood, FL 33021 
{ 954 ) 893-9106 / Fax: (954) 893-9107 


Technologies 

Installing the Future 


WE PROVIDE IN HOME SURVEYS 

WE COME TO YOU: BIG CYPRESS, HOLLYWOOD, BRIGHTON, IMMOKALEEAND FT. PIERCE 
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Boxer 


Continued from page 1 


the only time someone is gonna sleep on 
me is after I hit 
them.” 

Now nine 
days after his battle 
at Madison Square 
Garden, Supernova 
finds himself on the 
Hollywood Seminole 
reservation. On Jan. 

16 he kicked off his 
Undisputed Rez 
Tour. 

This tour 

offers Tribal citizens 
the opportunity to 
meet and greet the 
undisputed cruiser- 
weight champion of 
the world. This 
amazing feat has 
only occurred twice 
in history, once by 
Evander Holyfield in 
1988 and on Jan. 7 
by Warriors Boxing 
Promotions’ own 
O’Neil “Supernova” 

Bell. 

When asked 
how he feels about 
this major accom- 
plishment, O’Neil 
gently smiles and 

bashfully shrugs his shoulders and said: 
“It really hasn’t hit me; yet! 


journey that lies ahead as he toured and 
visited the Tribe’s reservations. He sends 
a message to all with his accomplish- 
ment, that with hard work, dedication and 
perseverance anyone can achieve his or 


Lorainne Posada and daughters Lauren and Lindsey meet the champ. 


He was very excited about the 


her goals. 

As the completing Undisputed 
Rez Tour on Jan 20, rather than take 


Redline Media 

Executive Director of Warriors Boxing Promotions Leon Margules, Seminole 
Tribe of Florida Chairman Mitchell Cypress and O'Neil "Supernova"J3ell. 


advantage of some time for rest and 
relaxation, the champ choose to appear 
live on several South Florida radio. He 
visited: Sports Radio 560 WQAM, 103.5 
The Beat and WEDR 99 Jamz. 

While 
on air, he 
thanked the 
Seminole Tribe 
of Florida and 
Warriors Boxing 
Promotions for 
their support. 

He expressed 
his tremendous 
gratitude for 
having the 
opportunity to 
meet the mem- 
bers of the Tribe 
throughout the 
week. 

Then 
Jan. 21 rolled 
around and Bell 
found himself 
being intro- 
duced at the 
annual Rez 
Rally and there 
he received a 
hero’s welcome. 
Bell spoke 

Redline Media briefly and 
thanked the 
Tribe and 
Warriors 
Boxing 

Promotions again for their continued sup- 
port and vowed that 
he would not stop 
here. 

He said his 
quest is to become 
the greatest boxing 
champion ever. He 
also formally invit- 
ed the participants 
in the Rez Rally to 
his victory celebra- 
tion that was being 
held in Seminole 
Paradise at 1 p.m. 
that afternoon. 

It’s been a 
long journey since 
that night on Jan. 7 
when Supernova 
battled to become 
the undisputed 
champion of the 
world. In that 

instant his life changed and he became a 
permanent piece of boxing history. 

The champ stated several times 
throughout his stay in South Florida that 
none of his accomplishments would be 
possible without hard work, determina- 
tion and preparation. He now finds him- 
self in the background at Seminole 
Paradise preparing for an event fit for a 
king-a king of the ring-that is. 

As Warriors Boxing Promotions 
wrapped up a press conference announc- 
ing their latest event The Return of the 
Road Warrior, featuring boxer Glen 
Johnson, Supernova stood patiently wait- 
ing his moment to take the stage and 
shine. The excitement was evident as 
members of the press, fight fans and 
patrons visiting Seminole Paradise gath- 
ered to get a glimpse of the undisputed 


Redline Media 

Some young Seminoles get an autograph from the new undisputed cruiserweight 
champion of the world. 


cruiserweight champion of the world. 
Finally the time had come. 


Redline Media 

Dalton Koenes is among the Big Cypress residents receiving an 
autograph. 


Marley played as Jamaican-born Bell 
took the stage. A steel drum band com- 
plemented the song, as they played 
throughout the day as well, definitely 
encapsulating the vibe of “Paradise.” 

O’Neil Bell took the stage, 
smiled, waived and absorbed the 
excitement of the moment. He took a 
breath and began to thank his team. 

He brought them up one by one to 
share in the moment that they had 
worked so long and hard for. 

The crowd gave him a stand- 
ing ovation and an announcement was 
made that Supernova would be avail- 
able for autographs and photos. 
Hundreds of fans jockeyed for position 
to receive their signed photos and T- 
shirts; they had no idea Supernova 
would sign every autograph-taking 
more than two and a half hours. He 
definitely showed that he is a champ 
for the people. 


Executive Director of 
Warriors Boxing 
Promotions Leon 
Margules began to 
describe the events 
that took place on that 
historic night at 
Madison Square 
Garden. As Margules 
started to introduce 
the champ, the crowd 
erupted with applause 
and Supernova 
walked confidently 
towards the stage. 

The song 
“Welcome to 
Jamroc,” by Damian 
Marley, the son of 
the late Bob 


Redline Media 

Champ with Allen Mclnturff, Ralph Sanchez, and Gary 
Mclnturff. 


O’Neil “Supernova” Bell 


Nickname 

The Supernova 


Height 

6’ I” 


Weight Class 

Cruiserweight 


Date of Birth 

December 29, 1974 


Birthplace 

Montego Bay, Jamaica 


Hometown 

Atlanta, Georgia 


Record 

25-1-1,23 KOs 


Champion of the World Visits Seminole Rez 


and genuine and obliged everyone who 
asked for just one more autograph. He 
took the time to pose for many photos 
with his admiring young and old fans. 
Fans said they look forward to watching 


By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD — On Jan. 16 
O’Neil “Supernova” Bell, the new undis- 
puted cruiserweight-weight range from 
175 to 200-champion of the world 
dropped by the Hollywood Gym 
for a friendly meet and greet. 

This was the first trip for Bell, 
who visited each Seminole Gym 
each day that entire week fol- 
lowed by a press conference at 
the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel 
& Casino on Jan. 21. 

According to Warrior’s 
Boxing Promotions online at 
www.warriorsboxing.com, “Bell 
is one of only two boxers in his- 
tory to hold the title of undis- 
puted cruiserweight champion 
of the world. Evander Holyfield 
is the only other boxer who has 
accomplished this feat and went 
on to become undisputed heavy- 
weight champion of the world O’Neil Bell signs autographs for Seminole youth, 
and earn over 200 million.” 

Black T-shirts with his 
dramatic colorful image were 


given away free to the lucky young fans 
that turned out for this rare privilege to 
meet the champ. The hip-hop dance 
music blasted through four huge loud 
speakers as fans lined up around the big 
gym to shake hands and get their free 
posters and cards autographed by the 
newly crowned champion. 

Supernova Bell was very warm 


Felix DoBosz 

The Champ poses with one of his fans Lucas Osceola. 


him fight again in a match to be 
announced soon. 

How did this soft-spoken gentle- 
man and one of the nicest people in the 
sport of boxing become champion? On 
May 20, 2005, Bell got his big chance 
when he fought veteran contender from 
Canada, Dale Brown for the vacant IBF 
cruiserweight championship at the 
Seminole Hard 
Rock Hotel & 
Casino. The exciting 
fight was a real 
thrill to watch for 
those who saw this 
match live; it was 
also televised to 
millions on ESPN. 

At the end 
of the 12-round bat- 
tle, Bell was victori- 
ous coming away 
with a unanimous 
decision from the 
judges. The rest is 
boxing history; he 
was crowned the 
new IBF cruiser- 
weight champion of 


the world. On Aug. 26, 2005, Bell 
first defended his title against South 
African boxer Sebastian Rothmann 
with a spine-tingling 11th round 
knockout. 

On Jan. 7 in 
New York City at 
Madison Square 
Garden and before a 
televised Showtime 
crowd, the 
International Boxing 
Federation world 
champion Bell ral- 
lied from the brink 
of defeat and ham- 
mered out a stunning 
tenth round knockout 
over Frenchman Jean- 
Marc Mormeck to 
capture both his World 
Boxing Championship 
Felix DoBosz and World Boxing 

Association titles and 
become the first unified 
cruiserweight world 
champion since 1988. 

During the exciting bout both 
champions hammered away at each 
other with wicked shots. Bell con- 
tinued to unload rocketing left 
hooks and smoking right 
crosses that eventually 
dropped and stopped 
Mormeck for the 
ten count near the 
end of the tenth 
round. 

Supernova is 
what box- 
ing leg- 
ends are 
made 
from; 
just ask 
the 

enthusi- 
astic 
young 
fans who 
have had 
the privi- 
lege to see 
his dynamic 
fights. 
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Haskell Teams Visit Hollywood 





By Tony Heard 

HOLLYWOOD — The kids from Haskell 
University put away their snow boots and winter jack- 
ets and pulled out the swim suits, sunglasses and flip 
flops. The men’s and women’s basketball teams of 
Haskell Indian Nations University came down to 
South Florida on Jan. 2 to get in a few scrimmages 
and get away from the harsh cold wind of Kansas for 
a week. 

The Seminole Tribe of Florida’s Recreation 
department gladly extended their hospitality to make 
their visit one to remember. 

Monday 

They came down to get some extra life les- 


Haskell University men’s basketball team 


sons as well as some more basketball in their systems 
before they start conference play when they return to 
school. The women’s team arrived and enjoyed a full 
day of relaxation after the flight and voyage to their 
hotel. 

Tuesday 

Assistant Recreation Director Marl Osceola 
and designated tour guide Kenny Bayon arranged a 
meet and greet with the team at Renegade Barbeque 
in Seminole Paradise. After feasting, the coaches and 
players had one thing on their mind-visit the beach- 
what everyone wants to do when they come to 
Florida. So their tour guide escorted them to the beach 
near Dania Pier. 

All the players had their minds set on getting 
a glimpse of South Beach right away, but considering 
the slight time restraints visiting South Beach at this 
time could not be worked in. After some tanning, 
major picture taking, and laughs, it was time to get 
back to the hotel and prepare for some round ball. 

That evening was the start of their scrim- 
mage sessions. One of the teams had personnel prob- 
lems and would not be able to make it. Therefore, 
Cypress Bay High School, where Jeanie Osceola is 
currently playing, stepped up to the challenge of get- 
ting a workout against a college team. It was good to 
see the young girls compete and try hard, but they 
were outmatched by a bigger, stronger, physical and 
especially experienced team. 

The Haskell Ladies knew that the only way 
the younger girls would get better is by playing hard 
and by gaining good experience. So they did not take 
it easy on them and in the end I’m sure the girls from 
Cypress Bay learned a few things they can do to 
defeat their next opponent. 

The next scrimmage game would be a better 
test for the Haskell Ladies; they would be facing the 
Seminole Recreation women’s team, with the help of 


everything, and used their athletic ability and experi- 
ence as an advantage in many instances. Not getting 
defensive stops and committing turnovers ended up 
being the downfall for the Seminole Rec team as they 
fell short of pulling out the victory. 

Teamwork was easily the deciding factor in 
the Haskell win. It is evident to see most of these girls 
have been playing together for a while and has devel- 
oped good chemistry on the court. 

Wednesday 

After their morning practice in the 
Hollywood President /Vice Chairman, Moses Osceola 
took the women’s team for lunch at the Ark restau- 
rant. The buffet was just what the team ordered; the 
large array of food was perfect for 
the team to endure before running 
back to the beach before their 
afternoon scrimmage against 
Johnson and Wales. 

Coach Homeratha and a 
couple of the girls wanted to catch 
the much anticipated game against 
Pine Crest and American Heritage. 
They took a ride out to American 
Heritage to watch Heritage stand- 
outs Demetria Tigertail and 
Chelsea Mountain pull out a good 
win over Pine Crest stars Meaghan 
Osceola and Krystle Young. 

The stands were full of 
tribal members, friends, and sup- 
ports that came to watch the game 
and cheer on all the girls who 
were competing hard. 

Coach Homeratha was 
impressed with our tribal youth. 
He mentioned the skills and inten- 
sity all of our girls played with and said he will defi- 
nitely be keeping an eye on all of them. 


Lila Osceola 

Francine Osceola and team scrimmage 
against Haskell women’s basketball team. 


Thursday 

The day ahead was full of fun in the sun at 
South Beach. The team got up and met with their tour 
guide ready for another day of fun. Bayon guided 
them to nice spot on South Beach where they could 
enjoy the sand, and also venture off and view some of 
the rare stores that South Beach has to offer. 

Some of the girls got in the water but many 
of them simply enjoyed the experience of lounging on 
South Beach, the scenery, and the sun. After spending 
a few hours with the sand in their toes, it was time to 
get back to the hotel to prepare for scrimmage number 
two at Johnson & Wales University. 

Coming away with another win the girls 

were feeling food and wanted some 
free time. So coach let them and 
being they were staying at the 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino 
there were plenty of things to see and 
do. 

Men’s Basketball 

The men’s team had a simi- 
lar trip that began sort of stressful. 
Their flight plans had them stopping 
in Orlando. After conversing with 
recreation personnel and others, the 
tribe helped them rent a few vans and 
make the drive down here. 

After arriving safely the 
team and coaches were tired and just 
caught up on some sleep most of 
Tuesday. They ate as a team at 
Denny’s and came to the Seminole 
Rec. later on in the evening to have 
a shoot around. 


Lila Osceola 

President Moses Osceola and Haskell University women’s basketball 
team go out for lunch. 


Lila Osceola 


a few players from the last women’s league to fill up 
the roster with 8. This was a very intense and physical 
game that was back and forth almost the whole time. 

By being in better shape the Haskell team 
had a slight edge on the Seminole Rec. team, consid- 
ering they had set plays, knew what each other could 
do, and communicated with their teammates. 

But the Sem. Rec. team made them work for 


Wednesday 

They returned to the Seminole Gym for a 
light practice to prepare for one of their scrimmages 
on the schedule. In the evening they faced off against 
Johnson and Wales in a very close and exciting game. 

Leading almost the entire game fatigue must 
have been an issue because the Johnson & Wales team 
pulled out the victory in the last 45 seconds of the 
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Haskell men huddle during a scrimmage against 
the Seminole Rec. men’s team. 


game. Two crucial turnovers and not talking to get 
defensive stops gave Johnson & Wales just enough 
cushion to pull out the close win. 

Thursday 

Relax and fun in the sun was the name of the 
game for the Team. They hit 
the infamous South Beach as 
well. Not really appointed a 
tour guide, directions were 
given and the men found 
their way to the hot spot. A 
few of the guys mentioned 
that they noticed a few 
celebrities walking around. 

Swimming, picture 
taking, and purchasing some 
memorabilia are what the 
guys had in mind. The envi- 
ronment around South Beach 
put everyone at ease and let 
them enjoy being in sunny 
Florida for a while. 

Friday 

What is a visit to 
South Florida if you don’t go 
to Billie Swamp Safari? 

So that morning the 
men’s and women’s team 
had made reservations with 
Billie Swamp Safari to travel 
west to Big Cypress and indulge in the Seminole cul- 
ture at the Billie Swamp Safari. Following a few edu- 
cational hours and an exciting buggy ride at the Billie 
Swamp, the guys had to return to the hotel to get pre- 
pared for their next scrimmage. 

This time they would be facing off with a 
championship-caliber 
team, the Seminole Rec. 
men’s team. The coaches 
wanting to give the guys 
time to recuperate; there- 
fore, the scrimmage was 
scheduled for 9 p.m. 

With stretch and warm 
up the game time ended 
up being 9:20 with the 
Seminole Rec. team com- 
ing out and jumping to a 
5-0 lead. 

Once the 

Haskell guys calmed 
down and began to exe- 
cute the game was really 
intense. Even though the Sem. Rec. team had a few 
men on the team with a lot of experience, the Haskell 
guys gave a good fight and took the lead late in the 
first half. 


The second half proved to be a bit difficult 
for the younger guys to overcome the strength, quick- 
ness, and knowledge of the Sem. Rec. team. Focusing 
on defense, rebounding, and getting out on the fast 
break, the Sem. Rec. men built a commanding lead. 

The Haskell men fought back but could not 
get over the hump to get the win. It was an exciting 
game full of big shots, no look passes, and a couple of 
dunks. After the game, the players, coaches and rec. 
staff stayed around a bit conversing, it was late and 
time to get the men back to the hotel, because 
Saturday proved to be another challenging day for the 
men. 

Saturday 

After driving all morning to Orlando, Fla. 
they had to get themselves mentally ready to face 
Lakeland College. It was a heated and intense game 
as usual but the Haskell pulled out a victory by a slim 
margin. 

It was a productive trip for both the men’s 
and women’s teams. Not only did they get valuable 
playing experience and team bonding time, but they 
got a chance to learn about the Seminole heritage and 
lifestyle a little bit also. 

Sports allow youth to get out and experience 


things you normally wouldn’t get to experience with- 
out some sort of reason to travel around the United 
States. Valuable basketball experience as well as life 
experience is very important in college sports. 

The coaches and players from both teams 
were very thankful and expressed how much they 


enjoyed the hospitality of the tribe and recreation 
department. They want to know when to make 
arrangements to come back down and do it all again; 
the answer is: Anytime! 




Lila Osceola 


Haskell bench watches as their team scrimmages against Seminole Rec. 



May 13-14, 2006 
Clinton Lake Sports Complex 
Lawrence, Kansas 

Entry Fee: $ 1 80,00 
MONEY ORDER ONLY! 

AWARDS: (Subject to change) 
Championship: $700 + Pullovers 
Runner-up: $500 + T-Shirts 
Third Place: $300 + T-Shirts 
All-Tournament Team: T-Shirts 
M.V.P, - Bat Bag/]acket 

Entry Deadline: MAY 8, 2006 


For Tournament Information: 

Email or Call us! 

Angela Barnett - abarnett@haskel1.edu 
Kerry Girty - kgirty@haskeli.edu 
Robert Berryhill ]r. - robertberryh U!@hotmail . com 

Angela Barnett: 785.749.8402 Work 
Kerry Girty: 785.832.6600 Work 
Robert Berryhill ]r.: 785.841.1292 Home 
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Seminole Tee Ball Prepares for the Upcoming Season 



Lila Osceola 


Coach Terry Tartsah talks to team at the end of practice. 



Lila Osceola 

The team lines up for base running drills. 



Lila Osceola 

Parents watch and laugh while the kids try their hardest to listen to the coach. 
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Grant Osceola sprints to first 
base. 



Lila Osceola 


Sheldon Osceola practices on his fielding, but can’t seem to find the 
ball that’s behind him. 



LilaOsceola 


Cameron Osceola goes after the ball. 
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“Call my lawyer!" 
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954 - 760-7600 

24 hours a day 
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Dr. Brian C. Rush 

Chiropractic Physician 
Successfully Treating 

* Neck Pain 
1 Lower Back Pain 

* Headaches 
• Leg & Arm Pain 

1 Joint Pain 

* Muscle Pain 
• Auto Accident Pain 

Wife accept your insurance plan. PPO's, 
njS. Medicare, Anlo insurance. 
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Dr. Rush Can Help You! 

Dr. Brian C. Rush 
Chiropractic Physician 
10830 Fines Blvd. * Pembroke Pines 
{954) 432-5006 

(Located imd Lu Billy ■Cn.'jn ul Uui Bfeihkuud .firms plituL.I 1 


- = VTFU - “■ H.'i ‘ TT == ==3-.-.-, FT.1V* F PW? Wf CPWT I V J t :«iTT7>= “ = TT1 fJLWP FViURC MFFinniCTl TO P 1 C 1 WCT qfH WT 00 FS ifthTF FSi >UHVK4I 
III IIIJUVJII ItRI : UI'LHU JIM 11 VUfeHIIM fllUi.lE LI I LSKMMi IU IH.MA. ilB UU il I 111 Iff. 1 1 BL, L*M1UH I W I LL, OH I LUUlil I LI SJ K«_ JCMI *■* «i«l IIUI ILH . 






JtarnfrirTta I7JY?,n Motncrtf^ E.'cr Wyprr.^s iVirfJ.T.n JftiGfwirjUroa, Hr. fi i 1 Be* 4b. CVff .T.i-JJi? 
Office: MJ-StfJ-f -yr EH L’i ti'. W Y. ■ www. cemfnofctribefTwtunnHfx ljid 


Lucst Calls: 305 a 557* PjT t m-viv-palmeftomotor sports. com 
8400 fefcrfJOtt Aw. MfrAtiA FL 330 iB (PMifntk X-WoytS 28 } jf MV 122 nd SL Exit) 

MQHOAV timi FRIDAY - 9:00am till 5:30pn\ SalmUny - Oman? tin 5:00pm Sunday - Cone Riding 


iz k :ii.u m.R ' j 
;,+b-. 4 .l- . u r iV-i 
jurfcL _»;rj \l\ ia 
1 IT* 

■ . 


Ccrv,- :t J j r d En]EYthi row Sznhik Trite WK raft :n the - — L trfjW 

Fl 'TJtis WraTi Ki-.winlpjni ha I tad T r ? k i-:- < ■ nP t EI^ F ° n 
ir.itt M , !itiinn:r r tW 41 sfes ii::: mi Jc I rvsi i*:' L roi' .-'f KSEm*' 

I ’ - n y ’ 














The Seminole Tribune 


23 


February 3, 2006 


Sports Ham-pa -leesh-ke Vkkopvnkv 


Activities Abound at BC Horse Club 


By Judy Weeks 

BIG CYPRESS — Monday nights are very 
busy at the Big Cypress Rodeo Arena. Director Josh 
Jumper has put together a horse club with possibilities 
for all ages. From 6:30-8:30 p.m., children can enjoy 
the wholesome atmosphere provided by arena staff. 

Owning a horse and tack are not necessary. 
All you need is a desire to learn and have a good 
time. In addition to the horses in the bam, Jumper has 


brought in several of his own mounts. 

“When working with the young inexperi- 
enced riders, I am more comfortable with animals that 
I know by heart,” he said. “Some of our personal 
horses have been with us for years both in Hollywood 
and Big Cypress. They are not ready to turn 
out to pasture by any means. Instead, they 
have mellowed with age and are willing to 
respond with very little encouragement. 

“In short, I don’t like surprises and 
they seem to know when they are hauling 
precious cargo around,” said Jumper, pointing 
at his two-year-old daughter, Canaan, being 
led around by his wife Andrea. 

Canaan, dressed in her little pink 
cowboy hat was all smiles as she made trip 
after trip around the arena. She had been 
securely locked into the saddle with a 
Velcro™ system that prevented any slippage. 

While the little ones want to “ride all by 
myself,” parents can be comfortable knowing 
that every precaution has been taken to insure 
their safety. Velcro™ is a confidence builder. 

Eliza Billie, 5, had been a little 
apprehensive at first but was now laughing 
and petting her mount as she was led back 
and forth in the arena. 

“If horse back rides are all the chil- 
dren want, then I will lead them around all 
evening,” Jumper said. “They will know when they 
are ready to move up to the next level. Pushing them 
can only lead to problems. This young lady doesn’t 
realize it, but she is already learning about the reins 
and the first steps to controlling the animal.” 

As Eddie Cresto walked up with Destiny 
Cypress, Jumper said: “We’re here to lead these little 


cowhands around for as long as they want. Before 
you know it, they will be riding alone as we walk 
with them and eventually rambling around the arena 
while we keep a watchful eye on them.” 

Turning to Destiny, Jumper asked: “Shall we 
take a break?” 

“Nope,” she replied crossing her little hands 
on the saddle horn and with a smile continued, “I can 


rest right here on Jake.” 

The club isn’t just for beginners and riders of 
various levels were working out in the arena. Reagan 
Whitecloud walked up with her horse Loach, and lift- 
ing her leg up past her chest, inserted her boot in the 
stirrup. At first glance, it appeared she would never 
make it into the saddle. Grabbing onto the saddle 
apron she shimmied up the horse’s side like climbing 
a tree and swung into the seat. 

She said: “The first thing we learned 
was how to saddle up and bit, but since we’re 
a little short, they have to help us get ready to 
ride.” 

Ahnee Jumper, at six-years-old, 
looks like a pro as she runs the barrel pattern 
on horse Playboy. She loves both poles and 
barrels and has been competing in the Eastern 
Indian Rodeo Association (EIRA) pee wee 
division for some time. Her father Josh 
Jumper, started her out in the saddle at two 
years of age, just like he is now doing with 
Canaan. 

Adrianne Cypress said she has 
always had a love of horses, but never had 
one of her own. 

When she first started, she suffered a 
little spill which often happens and it caused 
a little set back. However, she didn’t let it get 
the best of her and now has her own horse. 
She has recently attended a Martha Josey 
clinic and is showing a lot of promise. 

Adrianne, Reagan and Ahnee 
attended the barrel race up in Brighton and 
are looking forward to EIRA events. Although the 
girls are competitive, they have formed close friend- 
ships and enjoy each other’s company. 

A number of youngsters have grown up in 
the program and have competed in EIRA and high 


school rodeo. Monday nights offer them an opportuni- 
ty to work their horses and perfect their timing. 

Shelby Osceola, Shadoe Billie, Ayze Henry and 
Shelby DeHass are just a few of the regulars. 

The Big Cypress Horse Club doesn’t just 
offer horseback riding. Several rodeo events are being 
taught. Andre Jumper has been EIRA junior calf rid- 
ing champion for two years run- 
ning and got his start in mutton 
bustin. Loping his white horse 
around on the red clay while stand- 
ing in the stirrup on its side, it 
seemed he was a part of the ani- 
mal. They moved as one. 

Chebon Gooden flew 
through the barrels on his flashy 
paint horse before inquiring: “Are 
we going to rope the dummy 
tonight?” The reply was: “If that’s 
what you would like, then that’s 
what we’ll do.” 

He isn’t the only one 
interested in roping practice, 

Shelby DeHass has been coming 
out from Hollywood to take roping 
lessons and Ayze Henry often 
attends team roping competitions 
around South Florida. 

“Working with these 
young people gives me great pleas- 
ure,” said Jumper. “Growing up in 
both 4-H and rodeo activities pro- 
vides valuable lessons in responsi- 
bility and self discipline, while 
building integrity, confidence and 
patience. It is an opportunity to build wholesome fam- 
ily values while building self-esteem.” 

“We would welcome the opportunity for you 
to join us on Monday nights. If you have any ques- 
tions, please call the Junior Cypress Rodeo Arena 
Office at (863) 983-8923. Our concession is open 
from 6:30-8:30 p.m. for your convenience,” Jumper 
added. 
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Canaan Juniper is right at home in the saddle with her vel- 
cro restraints. 
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Reagan Whitecloud (rear) and Ahnee Jumper (foreground) 
wait their turn on the practice barrels. 



Judy Weeks 

Josh Jumper helps Destiny Cypress learn to hold her reins properly. 



Jimmy Wayne Holdiness 


Seminole Indian Chickee Builder 
(239) 340-6453 or (239) 248-7196 


Co-Ed League Champions 
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Immokalee Seminole softball team players proudly display their 
League Championship award. 


Story by Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — The 

city of Naples sponsored a Fall 2005 
Co-Ed Softball League, which the 
Seminole Recreation team entered 
last September. With a 12 game sea- 
son, they played various competitors 
each Monday night at two of the 
public parks in Naples, Fla. 

Despite the fact that 
Hurricane Wilma interrupted their 
season and made it necessary to play 
two makeup games, they diligently 
flocked to the ball field each 
Monday. 

Team Manager Gary 
Mclnturff said he was very proud of 
his players. 

“We started out with a 
mixed bag,” Mclnturff said. “While 
some had been playing ball since 
school, others were real beginners. I 
had my doubts about our skills at 
the start of the season, but knew we 
were all there to have a good time 
and that’s what counts.” 

“To coin an old phrase, ‘It’s not how you 
win, but how you play the game that matters,’ ” he 



Judy Weeks 


Trophy awarded to Immokalee Seminole 
Recreation as League Champions. 


an undefeated season, they entered the last game. And 
what a game it was! 

With each inning the opposing teams took 
the lead. As Roy Garza took over the pitcher’s 
mound, their batters would cringe. When they would 
get a hit our players would grab the ball and quickly 
pass it to Gale Boone on first or Susan Davis at sec- 
ond and their runner was out. 

It was nearly the same scenario when the 
Seminoles were at bat. In the end they were beaten by 
the clock. These co-ed softball games are played with 
a time limit rather than the number of innings and 
when the time was up, it was all over. 

Completing a nearly undefeated season with 
1 1 wins and one loss, the Seminole Recreation team 
became the Marlin II League Champions for 2005. 
The city of Naples presented them with a 
trophy/plaque, which will be on display at the gym. 

What does the future hold for this power- 
house? They are looking into the possibility of joining 
the Collier County League which will begin this 
spring. 


added. “I sure was surprised when we won those first 
three games. Everyone pulled together and found the 
position they played best.” 

While some games were just a challenge, 
others provided some very stiff competition. The 
score would be neck in neck with the bases loaded, 
the opposition had two outs and their best batter at 
the plate. It would appear that the game was all but 
over. 

With a crack of the bat the ball went soaring 
through the air into the outfield, where Raymond 
Mora picked it out of the sky for a third out before 
any of their runners could make home plate. In the 
next inning, Ray Yzaguirre hit a grand slam with 
bases loaded and the game was won. 

Close games are the most fun and really get 
your adrenaline pumping. With what appeared to be 
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Gale Boone catches ball and takes out player at 
first base. 


HAVE YOU BEEN 

Automobile Accidents 
Medical Negligence 
Nursing Home Abuse/ 
Neglect 
Slip & Falls 


As a Native American, I respect your 
special needs and concerns. If you or 
a family member have been injured, 
please call for a free, confidential 
consultation. No fee unless money 
recovered. We will work to protect 
your legal rights. 

30 years of trial experience 

The Law Offices of 
Collier & Scalese 
(954) 436-6200 

499 N.W. 70 Avc. Suite 106, PlarUaLion, Florida 33317 

The hiring of a lawyer Is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advcrtiseni«nts. 

Before you decide, ask us to send you free written Information about our qualifications and exper c ncc. 


INJURED? 



Anthony 'Tony" Scalese 
Tribal Member Pueblo of Isleta 
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& PowWow 

Feb. 9-12. 2006 


Admission 


Features 


Contest 


Drum: 

Dance 


Alligator Wrestling 
Lil’ Miss & Mr Seminole 


Information 


PowWow: 

Vendor: 


Location 




Located in the Seminole Paradise at the 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel Sc Casino. 

On US 441 (SR 7) North of Stirling Road 




Committee is not responsible for thefts, losses, lodging, car problems or lack of traveling funds 
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DR. RICHARD A. NORMAN 


EXPERT EYE EXAMS 
CONTACT LENSES 



We Carry 
Most Designer F 


CazsL * Caviar • Christian Dior 
Prada * Versace ■ Versus * CK 
Burberry ■ Liz Claiborne 
Ralph Lauren • And Many More.. 


Friendly^ Court ious & Knowledgeable Sfcsff 

Same location for over 2£ years 

We Accept Seminole Tribe fieferrplg & Many hsurences 


□n the 


sonner or Orimn 1=ld. EM Untverety Dr-, 
m tine Publlx Sopping Ptaze 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


Bronze By Cooley 

BRADLEY & BRAD COOLEY JR 

R. A. GRAY BUILDING 


I 






A U DIO VOX DVDYCPTUNER FIBERGLASS TON NO'S flRUSHGUAROS/NERFBARS 

M F 9am - 6pm i WWW.CALCUSTOMS.COM f SAT 9am - 3pm 

4721 RAVENSWOOD RD / FT LAUDERDALE, FL 33312 

(954) 981-7223 / FAX? (954) 981-3401 


TOOL BOXES 


BILLET GRILLES 


ALL TIRES 13"- 44' 


AIR INTAKiS 


LIFT KITS/LOWERINO KITS J 13 " - 25 " CUSTOM WHEELS AIRA1D 1 SUPERCHIPS 


GET THE LOOK ! 


JR 5EAU, JASON TAYLOR, MARSHALL FAULK 
BRAD PENNY, AJ BURNETT & MANY MORE DID! 


-JL" GO WHERE THE STARS SHOP AND 
** GET TREATED LIKE A STAR !!! ^ 



Janice Billie 


Armando Negrin and Ken Fields present Cheryl Russell with Billy Cypress Service Award 


❖ Council 

Continued from page 1 

bums several days later. 

For putting her own life at risk in pulling 
the individual from the burning car, Ms. Russell 
earned the Billy Cypress Service Award. 

Chief Mike Floyd recently honored by the 
National Native American Law Enforcement 
Association with its 2005 Police Chief of the Year 
Award. 

Chief Floyd was recognized for his “out- 
standing leadership in the development of the 
Seminole Police Department consisting of over 110 
sworn professional law enforcement officers and 
support staff; in championing partnerships and 
strategic alliances with county, state and federal 
law enforcement organizations and departments; in 
directing the effective response of the Seminole 
Police Department during numerous hurricanes and 
major events; in support of the Tribal Homeland 
Security; in officer/staff training technical assis- 
tance and wellbeing; and in dedication to the com- 
munity he serves.” 

The first order of business was to remove 
a tabled resolution, “Native American Cash 
Systems Florida, INC. Financial Services 
Agreement for Seminole Casinos; third addendum” 
from the agenda until further notice. 

The consent agenda refers to items of a 
routine and administrative nature that have been 
previously discussed by the Tribal Council. This 
agenda was presented by Executive Administrator 
Ken Fields and passed. 

The resolutions on this agenda included: 

• Approval of a Business Lease Between 


Seminole Tribe of Florida (Lessor) and Seminole 
Tribe of Florida, INC. (Lessee) for the Use and 
Development of a 0.96+/Acre Parcel on the 
Hollywood Seminole Indian Reservation. 

• Issuance of two Homesite leases to 
Tribal citizens. 

• Wharton- Smith, INC, Contract to 
Construct the Waste Water Treatment Plant on the 
Big Cypress Reservation. 

• U.S. Department of the Interior Fish and 
Wildlife Service Grant Application to Fund the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida Tribal Landowner 
Incentive Program. 

Following the consent agenda resolutions 
the regular agenda was addressed. 

Two resolutions were tabled for further 
review. One was for a contract to construct a water 
treatment facility in Hollywood. This will be pre- 
sented to the council again after the bond for this 
project closes. 

The other was a contract for the design 
and manufacture of a statue for the Veterans Center 
on the Brighton reservation. The council requested 
modifications to the initial design. 

The resolutions passed were for: 

• The purchase of a painting of Seminole 
Chief Micanopy by the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Musuem. 

• Seminole Tribe of Florida Membership 
with the National Congress of American Indians. 

• Appointment of Designated Plan 
Administrator for the Seminole Tribe of Florida 
Seminole Indian Casino 40 1 (k) Plan. 

• Appointment of Designated Plan 
Administrator for the Amended and Restated 
Seminole Tribe of Florida 401(k) Plan 

The next scheduled meeting of the Tribal 
Council will be Feb. 17 on the Brighton reservation. 



FIRST BANK 

OF INDIANTOWN 

"Serving our communities since I960" 

Your Hometown Bank 
Serving the Seminole Tribe for 9 Years 


You get friendly, personal service, and a full 
range of loan and deposit products, 

including: 

Auto Loans * Home Loans 
Personal and Business Checking, 
Savings, and Certificates of Deposit 

AND - You can bank online, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

www.fboi.com 


Four Convenient Locations to Serve You 


Mam Office 

15588 S.W. Warfield Hlvd. 
P.O. Box 365 

Indiantown, Florida 34956 
(772) 597-2181 

Okc cchobcc Branch 
205 Last North Park Street 
Okeechobee, I lorida 34972 
(863) 357-6880 


Patm CiLv Branch 

2991 S.W. High Meadows Ave. 

P.O. Box 545 

Palm City, Honda 34991 

(772) 283-6803 

L akeport B r anch 
1205 t. Stale Road 78, Bldg. A 
Lakeport, Florida 33471 
(863) 946-0120 


tSS 


Equal Housing Lender 
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Hahn and Osceola Wed 
Under the Old Council Oak 


By Melissa Sherman 

HOLLYWOOD — Right after 3 p.m. on Jan. 6, Pete Hahn stood anxiously with his 
parents Peter Michael and Terri Hahn under the Council Oak waiting for his bride-to-be to 
arrive. He was probably too caught up in the excitement to appreciate the clear sky and the 
cool winter breeze in the air. According to the weatherman, this day was supposed to be the 
coldest day of the year. However, for two very special families it turned out to be perfect in 
every way. 

From the limo you could see the stage built over the foliage in front of 
the beautiful old oak. Standing near Pete was ordained Minister Vincent Micco 
ready to unite the happy couple. Mother of the bride, Virginia Osceola scur- 
ried past making sure the bubbles and rice were properly handed out. Like a 
blur everyone soon realized it was time to take their places in the procession. 

The groomsman straightened their black silky patchwork hand 
made shirts. Virginia recently made the shirts for this special occasion. She 
a ^ so h an d made everyone else’s outfits in the wedding party. She made ^ 
H everything from skirts to a beautiful white shirt made for the bride finished 1 
with a pink embellishment under her bust. One by one the groomsmen 
accompanied the bridesmaids down the aisle until they were all lined up 
Maid of Honor Tasha Osceola and Best Man Christopher Bean, Jo Jo 
Osceola and Brance Hahn, Courtney Osceola and Wade Osceola, Tara 
*r . - Hahn Courson and Brandon Hollie, Emma Cypress and Steve White, 

then the ring bearer Blaine Hahn. 

The time had come. The sound of the three bell girls, 

S3 I9H Justine, Peyton and Ruby Willie could be heard coming down the 

BfrjyCWI \ aisle together. Soon after, the flower girl Jara Hahn, niece of the 
I ■ groom sprinkled the ground with rose petals for the bride to tread 


Joe Dan Osceola gently escorted Mercedes down the aisle to 
give away his oldest daughter. At this time Pete Hahn took Mercedes 
f pr ; by the hand and helped her on stage by his side. After a beautiful cere- 
mony Vincent Micco announced the newly married coupled and they 
dashed down the aisle as on lookers tossed rice and blew bubbles at the 
happy couple. 

The new bride and groom greeted all the guests in the receiving 
line. Afterwards everyone made their way to the Hollywood Hard Rock Hotel 
and Casino for the reception in the Bingo Room. A reggae band greeted guests with a 
variety of music until the couple were announced once again. 

The father of the groom, Peter had the honor of introducing the wed- 
ding party and shortly after the bride and father of the bride had their first -w m 

dance, the rest of the wedding party joined in a moment later. 

Once dinner was finished the best man, Christopher Bean 
made his toast and gave the new couple his best wishes. Guests ^ , Jl . V jB 

and family accompanied the couple to the cake table. Slices were 

made by the couple into the three tiered masterpiece. As they fed ly .'J-B 

each other the first bite no mischievous bits of frosting landed 
anywhere except for each others lips. 

It was time for the Bride to toss her bouquet and a 
lucky young lady, Samantha Hisler from Hollywood, caught it. 

To her surprise, Robert Billie from Big Cypress had also caught 
the garter and he was ready to place it on her leg. After the task 

was done everyone settled down and enjoyed a slice of cake. 4 

After dessert the guests gathered as the bride and groom opened 

the many gifts they received. The night slowly wound down and 

after all of the guest were gone the newly married couple went ^ \ 

into the night to start their new journey together as one. ^*,3 
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For the Best 
Deal in Town 
Call 

IHector Isa hell 
( 9548593-2586 


NEW FORD MUSTANG, FREESTYLE, & FORD FIVE HUNDRED 


Excursion 


Mustang 


Ford Five Hundred 


It Explorer Sport Trac 


Expedition 


MORE THAN 200 USED CARS IN INVENTORY INCLUDING THE HARD-TO-FIND F 350’S! 


Free 27 Pt. Inspection with any service! A $39.95 Value! 

(ask for details) 

• Friendly & Professional service 4 Weekday & Saturday hours 

• Factory Certified ASE Trained Technicians * Ford Quality Parts 
*12 month Warranty on all Parts & Labor 4 Courtesy Shuttle Hours 

* Convenient Location 
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8655 Pines Blvd. • Pembroke Pines, Florida 33024 



( 954 ) 443-7000 


Buy Online At: www. worldfordpines.com! 
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Sales Hours: Mon. -Sat. 9am-9pm, Sun. 11am-7pm * Service Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7am-7pm, Sat. 7am-4pm 
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Announcements ♦ Ahaaheeke ♦ Nak-ohkerkecetv 


Happy Birthday 


Better late 

than never, Brittany 
Smith... Happy 
belated birthday. 

And what a 
birthday it was to be 
because you were 
chosen by your class 
as their sophomore 
float attendant on 
same day. We didn’t 
forget you. Always 
know we are proud of 
you. 

We love you, 

Your family 



Have a happy birthday 
Stephanie Billie. We love you and miss 
you. 

Love, 

Your family, Chayse and Mary 


The Osceola’s Panther Camp in 
Tamiami Trail would like to send birth- 
day wishes to two special little Panther 
women. On Feb. 18 Miss Mae’anna 
Osceola will turn two years old. On Feb. 
28 Miss Alyss Estella Frances Cypress 
will turn one year old. 

Nothing compares to what you 
have brought to the family.... Eternally. 



Shylynn Testerman celebrated 
her 1st birthday on Dec. 5 with family 
and friends at Brighton. Her parents are 
Candace Simmer and John Testerman; 
grandparents are Reese and Angie Bert of 
Brighton and Mary and Aaron Dunlop of 
Oklahoma. 

Happy 1 st birthday to our first 
grandbaby! 

We love you, 

Grandma Angie & Grandpa 
Reese Bert 

Happy 1 st b-day baby. We love 
you. We hope all your wishes come true. 
Mommy & Daddy loves you. You are our 
little angel. 

Love, 

Mom & Dad 

Happy Birthday Shylynn, from 
all of your uncles. 

We love you, 

The Berts & Cardenas 


Happy birthday Ariah “Chilly” 
Osceola from the Panther clan. Keep up 
all your hard work on and off the court. 

Lots of love, 

Your family, Mom (Francine 
Osceola), Dad (Marl Osceola) and 
friends 


Happy birthday to my favorite 

Uncle Leroy. 

From, 

John-John 


A very special happy birthday 
to my Aunt Star on Feb. 16. 1 love you 
very much and hope you have a good time 
on your birthday. I know V.P. is a brat but 
she says have a good one too. 

Love you Always, 

Oppy & the Otter Clan 



Congratulations 



Poems 


The Girl That Got Away 

I saw your picture in the paper just the 
other day 

I must admit it touched my heart in a 
special way 

Then I began to think back on the day 
that we met 

The day we spent together I never will 
forget as I 

Think of your beautiful face in the back 
of my mind 

You are so nice and sweet, also beautiful 
and kind 

Although we only knew each other for a 
short while 

I remember everything about you and I 
really miss your smile 


If there is any chance for us to write in 
my situation 

Please open up the lines of friendship, 
communication 

I would really love to hear about the 

goals that you’re pursuing 

How is life treating you and how are you 

doing? 

I wrote you this poem in so many words 
to say 

I’m truly in search of the girl that got 
away 

Time has gone by and we’re between 
miles and time 

But remember that you will always be 
on my mind 

You’re friendship is vital in fair and 
stormy weather 


I often think of the time we spent togeth- 
er 

Every now and then think of me when 

you have time please write 

You’ll be well thought of every day and 

night 

I promise to keep in touch and please do 
the same 

I have a good feeling at the mention of 
your name 

I wrote this poem in so many words to 
say 

I’m really in search of the girl that got 
away 

Always, 

Alex Tucker 
Otter Clan 


Formula of the Heart 

Abstract subtraction? 

Gently 


Can we divide it into 

Heartbeats 

How do you compute 

Minute lasting amounts? 

Humming computations 

Love’s mathematics 

Multiplication 

Harmonize 

Is it 

Magnifies it 


This plus that 

Place the calculator 

Love always, 

Equals our love? 

In the pocket 

Alex Tucker 

Or is what’s left 

Over your heart 

Otter Clan 


New Kid 


Congratulations to the 
Nelson/Osceola families! 

Phaylyn Nelson of 
Hollywood holds her precious new- 
born son, David Merrick Nelson, 
on a visit to Big Cypress. David’s 
great-grandmother is proudly show- 
ing the darling two-week-old to her 
friends at the Family Investment 
Center. 

David was born on the Dec. 
30, 2005, in Hollywood. 

His father is David Nelson. 
On the matriarchal side Phaylyn ’s 
mom and her son’s grandmother is 
Carlene Dicarlo, and his great-great 
grandmother is Betty Osceola. David 
weighed 9 pounds, 7 ounces at birth. 





Authentic Indian Crafts delivered 
right to your Chic kee„. 

Visit the marketplace! 

wv™,semmoletrtbe.com 


Director of Education 
Indian Community School 
Milwaukee, Wl 


The Indian Community School seeks an outstanding leader 
who will devote his/her energy to ensuring that its students 
will receive an education of the highest quality within the 
traditions of American Indian values and cultures. 

The Director of Education should be highly knowledgeable 
regarding curriculum, instruction, teaching, learning, “best 
practice" and emerging research. He/she must have a 
thorough understanding of the heritage and cultures of the 
American Indians as well as a clear understanding of the 
education needs of Native American students. 

The Indian Community School will be relocating to a new 
facility that is under construction in Franklin, Wl. The new 
school will provide a setting of the highest quality for the 350 
inter-tribal students and 95 staff members employed by the 
School, and will provide ample opportunities for the students 
and staff to engage in a variety of programs that respect 
and focus on the heriuige and cultures of American Indians 
[especially Nations in the Great Lakes Region). To learn 
more about the School and the opportunities this position 
provides, visit www.ics-milw.org. 

Very competitive compensation package. Screening begins 
on March 31st. For more information or to apply online, visit 
www.hyasupersearches.oom or contact; 

Hazard, Young, Attea & Assoc*, Ltd* 

1151 Waukegan Road * Glenview, II. 60025 

Tel: 847-724-8465 * Fax: 847-724-8467 


An Equal Opportunity Employer 


Robert F. Cooper, MD 

South Florida’s own 
PAIN MANAGEMENT 
& DETOX CENTER 

Lei us help you help yourself. 

954 - 726-4448 


Any Jail 
Any Time 

Bail Bonds 
Fianzas 



24 Hours 
Emergency 
Service 

iHablamosI 


Sil Velasquez 


Id: 954-463-2227 - Fax: 954-463-2228 

521 S. Andrews Ave. {-Suite #6) Ft. Lauderdale, FL. 33301 
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News From Indian Country 


Cook College Celebrates 95th Anniversary 

Multiple Celebrations Scheduled Throughout 2006 



The “First Nine” students of CCTS 95 years ago: (L-R, top row): Narcisse Porter, 
Calvin Emerson, Edward Jackson, William Peters, Crouse Perkins, and Horace 
Williams, (L-R, bottom row) Joshua Cachora, James Fulton, Dr. George Logie, the 
school’s superintendent and Joseph Wellington. 


Submitted by 
Dona Avery 

TEMPE, 

AZ — What do 
you give a school 
for its 95th 
anniversary? For 
Cook College & 

Theological 
School (CCTS), in 
Tempe, Ariz., the 
answer is: a year- 
long celebration of 
students, past and 
present. 

For nearly 
a century, from 
1911-2006, the 
students have rep- 
resented more than 
90 different Indian 
Tribes from 
throughout the 
U.S. and Canada. 

They have been 
the purpose for 
this intertribal and 
multi-denomina- 
tional college-the 
only one of its 
kind. 

On Jan. 

12 one former student-who later became CCTS presi- 
dent-will be honored in a ceremony to rename the 
Cook College auditorium to The Cecil Corbett Center. 
Dr. Cecil Corbett, a member of the Nez Perce Tribe, 
graduated from Cook College in 1954. 

During Corbett’s 25 year presidency the col- 
lege raised funds to build the auditorium as a facility 
large enough for gatherings of Native Americans from 
across the continent. Corbett designed the floor plan 
for the auditorium. 

The newly named Cecil Corbett Center will 
soon undergo renovation to enlarge that museum 
space, so as to accommodate the CCTS archival col- 
lection schools and churches will have easier access 
to these treasures. 

The 95th anniversary celebrations of Cook 
College will continue into the spring, when current 
students will hold a choir fest and revival, March 
16-17. Then, on April 8, the Cook College Auxiliary 
will hold its annual tea and raffle, with a commemo- 
rative salute to Mrs. Kitty Brown, who founded the 
auxiliary to benefit CCTS students 40 years ago. 

On May 12, the college will honor the first 
five students to graduate with an associate of art’s 
degree from the University of Dubuque Programs at 
Cook College. The partnership agreement between 
CCTS and the University of Dubuque (UD) was final- 
ized this past spring, although Cook College has been 
a feeder school to UD for decades. 

October is the official Anniversary month for 
Cook College because on October 11, 1911 Reverend 
Charles Cook founded the School. CCTS students 
will celebrate by building a float for the annual 
Native American Recognition Days (NARD) parade, 
as they have for the past several years-taking first 
place in the Schools/Colleges division in 2005. 

The grand finale is planned for Dec. 3, when 
Cook College’s Annual Native American Festival & 
Market will bring more than 40 vendors to campus, 
offering original Native artwork, music, dances, and 
food. 

Other anniversary celebrations will be 
announced throughout the year. 

The legend of the founder of CCTS, began in 
1855, when he immigrated to America from Germany. 


Koch served in the Civil War, where his colleagues 
gave him the name, “Charles Cook.” After the war, 
Cook set out for Arizona Territory, where he began 
studying the unwritten Pima language and taught trib- 
al members to read and write in English. Cook also 
helped the Pima people adapt their farming tech- 
niques to the harsh, reservation land near Tucson, 
Ariz. Cook ultimately became an ordained minister in 
1881; and he organized the first church on the Pima 
reservation. 

In his 40 years of service, he established 
fourteen churches, and he baptized more than 1 ,000 
Indians. He relocated his Bible School to Phoenix, 
and renamed it: the “Cook Christian Training 
School.” CCTS welcomed scores of Native American 
WWII veterans, who took advantage of the G.I. Bill’s 
tuition assistance. 

By the 1960s, there was an obvious need for 
a larger site, and a former dairy farm was purchased 
in nearby Tempe, just a mile away from Arizona State 
University (ASU). Many students would transfer to 
ASU, after they had eased into college life at Cook 
College. 

There were no cavernous lecture halls or 
high-pressure labs at CCTS. Today, the classes are 
kept small, so that individual attention may be paid to 
each student’s needs. Native languages and traditions 
are respected, while academic excellence and career 
preparation are the objectives. 

As former CCTS student and president, Dr. 
Cecil Corbett, once remarked, Cook College’s 
approach to education is like the work of botanists, 
who graft one type of rose to another: CCTS culti- 
vates Indian students who go forward and help to cre- 
ate a society that is a beautiful hybrid of many cul- 
tures. 

Recognizing Cook College’s role as an 
organization “that exemplifies a commitment to diver- 
sity,” the city of Tempe will honored the college with 
the Eighth Annual Diversity Award, at a ceremonial 
luncheon at Tempe Mission Palms Hotel on Jan. 16. 
The current president of CCTS, Rev. Dr. Larry R. 
Norris, expressed pleasure in being honored by the 
city of Tempe. 


Native All-Star Football Game Accepting 
Nominations for 2006 NAIG 


Story and PhotoSubmitted by Brent Cahwee 

DENVER, CO — The 5th Annual Native 
American All-Star football committee announces that 
they are accepting nominations for this year’s all-star 
football game to be held during the 2006 North 
American Indigenous Games (NAIG). The games 
will take place July 2-9 in Denver, Colo. 

All Native American football players who 
will be graduating from High School this year will be 
eligble to compete in this year’s game and this year’s 
game is now open Canadian Aboriginals. That is cor- 
rect, our cousins to the north have some senior foot- 
ball players and this year they will be eligible as well. 

The Native American All-Star game is in its 
fifth year of existence and continues to gain notoriety 
with college coaches and players alike. All selected 
participants will have an opportunity to meet and play 
with the best of the best in Indian country in an east 
versus west format as well as have an opportunity to 
take part in some special trips throughout the week to 
various vacation spots in the Denver area. 

All interested participants are encouraged to 
visit www.nativeallstar.com to find out more informa- 
tion about the 2006 All-Star football game, as well as 



download an application form. Interested persons may 
also contact Brent Cahwee, bcahwee@ndnsports.com 
or John Harjo, jharjo@ndnsports.com for more infor- 
mation. 


Indian Market Celebrates 48 Years at Heard Museum 


Story and Photo Submitted by Dana McGuinness, 
Heard Museum 

PHOENIX, AZ — The 48th Annual Heard 
Museum Guild Indian Fair & Market, highlighting 
spectacular artwork, Native American music and 
dance performances, artist demonstrations, book sign- 
ings, delicious Native foods and more is set for March 
4-5 from 9:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Presented by SRP, the Fair 


& Market is the museum’s largest fundraising event. 

The Fair & Market, which began in 1958 as 
a small community fair planned by Heard Museum 
volunteers, has grown to become one of the most pop- 
ular Native American art events in the Southwest. The 
Fair & Market is still organized entirely by the muse- 
um’s volunteer Guild, with more than 700 volunteers 
helping throughout the two-day event. 

Today, the Fair & Market draws more than 
600 of the nation’s finest Native American artists who 
show and sell authentic artwork and cultural items. 
The 18,000 expected visitors can peruse booths filled 
with jewelry, beadwork, pottery, kachina dolls, tex- 
tiles, clothing, paintings, baskets and more created by 
artists from throughout North America. The Heard 
strives to find the best artists to participate in the 
event, and each artist is selected to by invitation or 
through a rigorous application process. Artists are 
selected based on the quality of their work, and col- 
lectors travel across the country to see the artwork 


and artists at this exclusive weekend event. 

Artists participating in the Indian Fair & 
Market are encouraged to enter the juried competi- 
tion. Each artist may submit one work in a maximum 
of two categories. Judges select winners from more 
than 250 entries in seven classifications and 25 divi- 
sions. The most prestigious award is Best of Show, 
which is selected from all of the artwork entered. 

On the Friday evening prior 
to the Fair & Market, visitors can 
attend the Best of Show Reception and 
see artwork by the award-winning 
artists. This year, more than 50 artists 
have donated special items for a silent 
auction, and guests to the Best of 
Show Reception can bid on these 
works of art. The dinner reception is 
Friday, March 3, 2006, from 5:30 to 8 
p.m., and reservations are limited and 
must be made in advance. Please call 
602.251.0205 for tickets. 

The array of entertainment 
offered at the Indian Fair & Market is 
also a favorite with festival goers. This 
year, the best Native American music 
and dance performers will be onsite 
entertaining the crowd. 

Festival goers will not go 
hungry at the Indian Fair & Market - a 
variety of Native American foods like 
Hopi piki, Apache acorn soup, posole and the ever- 
popular fry bread will be available. Visitors can watch 
as Native dishes are prepared from scratch and then 
enjoy the unique flavors. A wide selection of 
American and Mexican fare will also be available. 

This year’s Fair & Market signature artists 
are Rosemary Lonewolf, Santa Clara Tewa, and Tony 
Jojola, Isleta. The artists recently partnered on a com- 
missioned piece for the Heard’s new signature exhibit 
-“Indigenous Evolution,” a 30-foot-long, eight foot- 
high glass and ceramic art fence. This work marks the 
first collaboration between Fair & Market signature 
artists. 

Tickets are available at the gate or in 
advance by calling (602) 251-0205. Admission rates: 
$15 for adults, free for children 4-12, $24 for a two- 
day pass, $62 for a deluxe pass which includes admis- 
sion for both days and the Best of Show Reception. 



Excavations Reveal Ancient Burial Grounds In Downtown Miami 


Submitted by Florida Department of State 

TALLAHASSEE, FL — Archaeological 
excavations at two construction sites in Downtown 
Miami have revealed American Indian burials, likely 
the ancestors of the powerful Tequesta Tribe that met 
explorer Juan Ponce de Leon in 1513. The same Tribe 
built the 2,000 year old Miami Circle, which was pre- 
served in 1999 by Miami-Dade County and the state 
of Florida. 

“Discoveries of unmarked human burials are 
quite common in Florida, with at least 40 or 50 cases 
discovered each year,” said State Historic Preservation 
Officer and Director of the Division of Historical 
Resources Frederick Gaske. “Each case, whether 
involving one bone fragment or an entire cemetery, is 
treated in a sensitive and respectful manner. The 
Florida Department of State is working very closely 
with the federally recognized Seminole and 
Miccosukee Tribes. 


Florida statute requires the division consult 
with present day resident Tribes on final disposition of 
unmarked human burials if they cannot remain in 
place. 

The Tequesta were well-adapted to the 
Atlantic coast, Biscayne Bay and the Everglades and 
persisted into the 1700s before slave raids and disease 
reduced them to a handful of families that eventually 
moved to Cuba. Initial discoveries of human remains 
were made at the site in September 2003 and excava- 
tions of the burials began in earnest in March 2005. 

The site is under and around the remains of 
Henry Flagler’s 19th Century Royal Palm Hotel and 
near the site of an American Indian burial mound that 
was destroyed more than 100 years ago. Nearby exca- 
vations in the 1980s documented an extensive village 
on the north shore of the Miami River, but did not 
encounter the cemetery. 

Representatives of MDM have worked with 


the state archaeologist, city officials, the Seminole and 
Miccosukkee Tribes to assure that the burials and arti- 
facts are removed in a respectful manner. Excavations 
are being conducted by professional archaeologists 
from New South Associates and the Archaeological & 
Historical Conservancy. 

State Archaeologist Ryan Wheeler noted that 
“the most remarkable thing about the burial site at the 
Met 3 construction site is the persistence of the 
Archaeological remains in over 1 00 years of develop- 
ment in the heart of Downtown Miami.” 

Wheeler also assured that while archaeologi- 
cal data is being recorded about both sites no intrusive 
analysis will be conducted on the human remains and 
all bones and grave goods will be reburied once the 
projects are completed. 

Part of a second prehistoric cemetery is being 
excavated at the site of The Related Group’s Icon 
Brickell Development. Representatives of MDM and 


the Related Group have worked with the state archae- 
ologist, city officials, and the Seminole and 
Miccosukee Tribes to assure that the burials and arti- 
facts are removed in a respectful manner and reburied 
in the property once construction is over, both devel- 
opment companies have agreed to sign covenants ded- 
icating the respective reburial areas. 


Chapter 872.05 of the Florida statute that 
protects unmarked human burials-was enacted in 
1987 to ensure that all human burials and human 
skeleton remains be accorded equal treatment and 
respect based upon common human dignity with- 
out reference to ethnic origin, culture background, 
or religious affiliation. The statute protects 
remains on public and private property but does 
not allow for excavation and reburials if burials 
are threatened if left in place. 
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Casino Esh-te-may-bee Cheke Setenpokvcuko 


Nickelback Headline Hard Rock Live Conceit 


HOLLYWOOD — Nickelback, Chevelle 
and Trapt take to the stage at Seminole Hard Rock 
Hotel & Casino for a March 1 5 performance in Hard 
Rock Live at 8 p.m. Tickets are $44.50; general 
admission floor and reserved seats will be at the Hard 
Rock Live Box Office, opened Monday to Sunday 
from noon until 7 p.m. Tickets purchased in-person at 
the box office will not incur a service charge. 

Tickets also are available at all Ticketmaster 
outlets online at www.ticketmaster.com or charge by 
phone: Miami-Dade (305) 358-5885, Broward (954) 
523-3309, and Palm Beach (561) 966-3309. Doors 
open one hour prior to show start time. 

Canada’s Nickelback started as a cover band 
and eventually decided to head to Vancouver to 
record in a friend’s studio. Band members relocated to 
Vancouver in 1996 and recorded and released the EP 
“Hesher” and full-length “Curb” independently. 
Nickelback then 
embarked on a 
series of cross- 
country tours. 

In late 
1998, the band 
decided their man- 
agers were unable 
to catapult them to 
the next level, so 
the band members 
began managing 
themselves. Their 
albums include: 

“The State,” “Silver 
Side Up,” “The 
Long Road” and 
“All the Right 
Reasons.” 

The smash 
hit single “How 
You Remind Me,” 
on the “Silver Side 
Up” album was 
only the second 
time in history 
since the Guess 
Who‘s “American 
Woman” that a 
Canadian band had 
been number one 
on both the 
Canadian and U.S. 
rock charts at the 
same time. 

One of 

two supporting acts 
at this concert is 
Chevelle. The band 
formed in the early 
1990s with 
singers/guitarists 
Duane Smith and 
Adrian Allen, 
bassist Jeff Halley 
and drummer Julian 
Buckland released 
their debut LP 
“Gigantic” in 1993. 

Three years later, 


they released “Rollerball Candy.” 

Second supporting act, Trapt, formed by 
friends Chris Brown and Peter Charell who played 
casual gigs in school. In 1997, fellow guitarist Simon 
Ormandy joined the band. The trio recorded their own 
demo and landed gigs in and around suburbs of 
Southern California. Within a year Trapt was opening 
up for the likes of Papa Roach, Dredg and Spike 
1000. 

Trapt ’s second album, “Amalgamation” was 
self-released in 1998. They released another record, 
“Glimpse,” in early 2000. Seattle, Wash, native Aaron 
Montgomery joined to play drums, and after a benefit 
show for September 11, Warner Bros, offered the 
band a deal in late 2001. A year later, Trapt prepared 
their self-titled proper debut, and a self-titled EP 
appeared in spring 2004. The band returned in 2005 
with “Someone in Control.” 



TV’s Regis Philbin, Susan Lucci 
Bring Singing Act to Hard Rock 

HOLLYWOOD 

Television icons Regis Philbin and 
Susan Lucci have been booked to 
perform in Hard Rock Live at 8 
p.m. on March 16. Best known for 
their highly successful TV careers, 
both celebrities also are accom- 
plished singers, and they’ll thrill the 
audience as they perform both indi- 
vidually and together on the Hard 
Rock Live stage. 

Tickets are $60, $80 and 
$100; seats are reserved and will be 
available at the Hard Rock Live 
Box Office, opened Monday to 
Sunday from noon until 7 p.m. 

Tickets purchased in-person at the 
box office will not incur a service 
charge. 

Tickets also are available 
at all Ticketmaster outlets online at 
www.ticketmaster.com or charge by 
phone: Miami-Dade (305) 358- 
5885, Broward (954) 523-3309, and 
Palm Beach (561) 966-3309. Doors 
open one hour prior to show start 
time. 

Philbin and co-host Kelly 




Ripa appear daily on the popular 
morning talk show “Live with 
Regis and Kelly,” now in its 1 8th 
season in national syndication. 

He’s also renowned for his years as 
host of the groundbreaking prime- 
time game show “Who Wants To 
Be a Millionaire.” 

In addition to his on-cam- 
era pursuits, he recently released 
“The Regis Philbin Christmas 
Album,” the follow-up to his 2004 
album of timeless classics, “When 
You’re Smiling.” Philbin will per- 
form many of the same beloved 
standards during his performance at 
Hard Rock Live. 

Lucci is the star of ABC’s 
long-running daytime television 
show, All My Children. She was 
honored last year with a Star on the 
Hollywood Walk of Fame culmi- 
nating her 3 5 -year career as Erica 
Cane on All My Children. 

She was finally recog- 
nized with an Emmy in 1999 for 
best actress for the same series. 
Known not only for her acting, 
she’s a talented singer as well, 
appearing on Broadway in “Annie 
Get Your Gun,” and “Feinstein’s at 
the Regency,” among other Cabaret 
venues across the country. 
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1 2226 SW 8th Street 
Miami, FL 33184 
Ph: 305.551.5009 
Fax: 305.551,5690 

www.essentialspothecary.com 


Give the Gift of Healthy living 
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All Natural Products. 
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ALL MONTH LONG IN FEBRUARY 


WIPE&WIN $1 70,000 

IN THE PROGRESSIVE JACKPOT - IT’S STILL GROWING! 

We re also giving away $125,000 in additional cash and prizes to over 6,000 
lucky winners. Swipe each day to increase your chances of winning. 


SWIPE&WIN EVEN MORE GREAT PRIZES: 

• Up to $20,000 in cash 

• Free Play 

• Player Points good for overnight stays restaurants, Hard Rock Live tickets & more 

• Seminole Hard Hock logo’d merchandise 
> Complimentary overnight stays 

■ Seminole Paradise Offers 
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A 2006 DUCATI SUPI RBIKE 749 


YOUR CHOICE OF EITHER 


A 2006 MAZDA MX5 CONVERTIBLE 


2006 MUSTANG DELUXE CONVERTIBLE 


— 
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If you win, you choose which vehicle! Drawing Monday, February 27 at 9PM. 
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Wild Horse Ministries 
Holds Equine Clinic 


Page 4 



Snow in Florida? Winterfest 
Celebration Comes to BC 
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Anti-Drug March 
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Bill Osceola 
Memorial Rodeo 

By Judy Weeks 

BIG CYPRESS — It’s Pow-Wow time 
again in Hollywood and that means the return of 
the ever popular Bill Osceola Memorial Rodeo. 

The first Eastern Indian Rodeo Association (EIRA) 
Tour Rodeo was held this year at the Junior 
Cypress Arena in Big Cypress on Feb. 4-5. 

Sponsored by the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida and hosted by the EIRA, this extravaganza 

attracts contest- 
ants from all 
over the U.S. 
who are com- 
peting for more 
than money, 
buckles and all 
around saddles. 
They will have 
an opportunity 
to accumulate 
as many points 
as possible in 
their effort to 
qualify for the 
Indian National 
Finals Rodeo. 
The 

Bill Osceola 
Memorial 
Rodeo got its 
start 35 years 
ago in 

Hollywood and 
was originally 
referred to as the Pow-wow Rodeo. As an avid 
rodeo fan, Bill Osceola was instrumental in organ- 
izing the rodeo and from his leadership position in 
the Seminole Tribe was able to offer the sponsor- 
ship necessary to establish this as an annual event. 

Bill Osceola realized that rodeo was an 
expression of a portion of what the Seminole Tribe 
had become. In the past 100 years, its members 
had begun to earn their living on the ranches of 
South Florida and eventually established a cattle 
operation of their own, which is recognized as one 
of the finest in the U.S. It is only natural that this 
annual affair was renamed in his memory. 

On the night before the rodeo, a cold front 
began to sweep across the state of Florida and 

❖ See RODEO, page 21 



Judy Weeks 

Jobe Johns is all smiles after 
his first calf ride. 



Felix DeBosz 


Re-enactor fires musket at federal troops, 


Welcome to the 35th Annual Tribal Fair and Powwow 



Stephen Galla 


Back (L-R): Paul Bowers, Timmy Johns, Gary Mclnturff, Chairman Mitchell Cypress, Miss Florida Seminole Christine McCall, Steven Bowers, Charles 
Hiers. Front (L-R): Jr. Miss Florida Seminole Jennifer Chalfant, Little Miss Seminole Crysten Camie Smith, Little Mr. Seminole Eric Puente. 


The 2006 Seminole Tribal Fair took place Feb. 9-12 at the Hollywood Hard Rock Hotel & Casino’s Hard 
Rock Live arena for the first time since it began. This issue of The Seminole Tribune features a one page 
photo spread on page 8. For full coverage of the 35th Annual Tribal Fair, including more photos and contest 

results, please see the March 17 issue of The Seminole Tribune. 


Rez Rally Reaches Highest Turnout Yet 

Hollywood Rez Takes the Trophy 


By Janice Billie 

HOLLYWOOD 

— Jan. 2 1 marked a couple 
of firsts for the Hollywood 
Seminole community. It was 
the first time Hollywood 
hosted the Rez Rally and the 
first time they took home 
the trophy. 

Rez Rally 2006 
recorded the highest number 
of participants in its six year 
history as a community 
walk/run promoting diabetes 
awareness. Billed as a 
“Native American gathering 
supporting fitness, health, 
competition and communi- 
ty,” the event has become a 
hugely popular annual event in the Seminole communi- 
ty* 

Super sized tents were set up on the recreation 
athletic field for registration, food and the awards cere- 
mony. Against this backdrop over a thousand partici- 
pants arrived to represent their rez’s. Music boomed as 


families, friends and tribal offi- 
cials greeted one another. 

However, the festive 
atmosphere did nothing to do 
dilute the competitive spirit of 
the people. There was a race to 
be won and a trophy to be taken. 

Participants ranged 
from the youngest in strollers to 
the Golden Seniors walking a 
modified path set up especially 
for them. Seminole Tribe 
employees and families also 
made up a sizable faction of the 
race. Each rez gave out their 
own T-shirt at registration and 
everyone received a Rez Rally 
T-shirt after the race. Nike® was 
one of the sponsors again this 
year giving out running shoes to all participants upon 
completion of the race. Jamba Juice was another outside 
sponsor. 

The event took months of planning with volun- 
teers and staff from each reservation working toward 

♦ See RALLY, page 26 




KippPhoto 


Hollywood Rep. Max Osceola with the trophy. 


Kiss imm ee Slough 
Shootout and 
Rendezvous 2006 

By Susan Etxebarria 

BIG CYPRESS — Seminole War battle 
reenactments, Seminole stomp dancing, Cherokee 
dancers, archery, plus traditional Seminole food 
and storytelling attracted a large crowd to the awe- 
some 8th Annual Kissimmee Slough Shoot Out and 
Rendezvous. 

Items from the Seminole War era were 
being handcrafted by Seminole and pioneer arti- 
sans at work throughout the day in the Period 
Camp where they had staked their pioneer era can- 
vas tents. The event offered a chance to learn about 
the past from people who spend their lives study- 
ing the invading settlers of this period. It also fea- 
tured the Seminoles who fought for their freedom 
as a result of the Indian Removal Act enacted 
under President Andrew Jackson. 

Museum staff and a whole host of volun- 
teers, mainly members of the Friends of the 
Museum, worked many hours to achieve a highly 
effective Feb. 3-5 event presented by the Ah-Tah- 
Thi-Ki Museum and the Seminole Tribe of Florida. 

The vendors and re-enactors participating 

❖ See SHOOTOUT, page 25 



Lila Osceola 


(L-R) President Moses Osceola of Seminole Tribe of 
Florida stands proudly with Bobby Bowden and T.K. 
Wetherell with their brand new Seminole vests. 


Sports Hall of Fame Banquet 2006 

Bowden, Wetherell Attend as Speakers 


By Lila Osceola 

HOLLYWOOD — Awards, special 
guests, guest speakers, trophies, sports video, great 
food, what more could you ask for at a sports ban- 
quet? 

This year’s Hall of Fame banquet brought 
in a few distinguished guests, Florida State 
University (FSU) Football Coach Bobby Bowden 
and FSU President T.K Wetherell, as well as the 
Hall of Fame inductees, on Feb. 7. 

The evening’s festivities started out with a 
barbeque dinner provided by our own Renegade 
Restaurant. Everyone in attendance enjoyed dining 
among football’s finest, Bobby Bowden, which 
presented a great photo opportunity for everyone to 
take advantage of. 

Lots of youth were absent due to practices 
and other school responsibilities, but the show had 
to go on. The student-athlete attendees had plenty 
of chances to get up close and personal with our 
visitors from FSU. Many people were getting lots 
of pictures and autographs which is something our 
guests were accustomed to. 

After dinner the crowd congregated into 
the auditorium for the student athletes, motivational 
speaker and much anticipated introduction of 


inductees into the hall of fame. Running on “Indian 
time” is what we do best, so as usual we were run- 
ning late. 

The ceremony opened with an invocation 
by President /Vice Chairman Moses Osceola. 
Director of Recreation Moses “Bigg Shot” Jumper 
Jr. welcomed everyone for coming and proceeded 
with the introduction to the 2006 Hall of Fame 
Banquet. 

Hollywood Fitness Trainer Kenny Bay on 
was in charge of producing a sports video for the 
viewing audience. Our Seminole youth athletes 
were featured through sports like basketball, foot- 
ball, rodeo, and gymnastics. Cheering and clapping 
were a sign of a job well done and the athletes 
loved seeing themselves on the big screen. 

The award ceremony was to follow, and 
all the student athletes were ready to get their 
awards. Bellies were full, just watched a good 
sports video, and now to the beef of the night. As 
the announcer called their names, each one of them 
proudly walked on the stage picked up their certifi- 
cate and walked across the stage to exit. Proud 
family members and friends cheered as their 
accomplished student athlete received their certifi- 

❖ See BANQUET, page 19 
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Guess who this family is. 


r ^ 

Welcoming Tribune Reporter 

Chris Jenkins 

Chris C. 

Jenkins is the 
newest addition to 
The Seminole 
Tribune family. 

Chris, wife Tera and 
daughter Sloane 
have lived in 
Florida for nine 
months. He will be 
reporting for the 
Tribune covering 
sports and Tribal 
functions. 

He is a 
graduate of 
Oklahoma State 
University. He has a 
bachelor of art’s 
degree in journalism 
and broadcasting, 
and psychology as 
well as a master’s 
degree in speech 
communication. 

Before 

coming to the 
Tribune, his body of 
work consisted of 
television and radio 
work with various 
stations in 
Oklahoma and 
Virginia. 



Chris C. Jenkins 




The Seminole Tribune 

T f you need a reporter or you would 7800, Ext. 1260. E-mail 

1 like to submit an article, birthday vmitchell@semtribe.com, fax (954) 

Jewish or poem to The Seminole 967-3482, or mail to: The Seminole 

Tribune, please contact the Editor-In- Tribune, 6300 Stirling Road, 

Chief Virginia Mitchell at (800) 683- Hollywood, Florida 33024. 

r 1 ihe following deadlines apply to 
all submissions for inclusion 

A into the Tribune : 

Issue: March 17, 2006 

Deadline: March 2, 2006 

❖ 

Issue: April 7, 2006 

Deadline: March 23, 2006 

❖ 

Issue: April 28, 2006 

Deadline: April 13, 2006 
❖ 

Issue: May 19, 2006 

Deadline: May 4, 2006 

Please note: Late submissions will be 

Editor-In-Chief: Virginia Mitchell 
Editor: Janice Billie 

Assistant Editor: Shelley Marmor 
Proofreader: Elrod Bowers 

Business Manager: Darline Buster 
Graphic Designer: Melissa Sherman 
Design Assistant: Stephen Galla 
Production Assistant: Lila Osceola 
Reporter: Chris Jenkins 

Photo Archivist: Felix DoBosz 
Receptionist: Sherry Maraj 

Contributors: 

Jaime Restrepo, Emma Brown, 

Judy Weeks, Kenny Bayon, 

Nery Mejicano, Susan Etxebarria 

posted in the following issue. 

The Seminole Tribune 

Advertising: 

Advertising rates along with sizes and 
other information may be downloaded 
from the internet at: 
www.seminoletribe.com/tribune. 

is a member of the Native American 
Journalists Association. Letters/e- 
mails to the editor must be signed and 
may be edited for publication. 
Subscription rate is $30 per year by 
mail. Make checks payable to The 

Postmaster: 

Send Address Changes to: 

The Seminole Tribune 

6300 Stirling Road 
Hollywood, FL 33024 

Seminole Tribune , 6300 Stirling 

Road, Hollywood, FL 33024. Phone: 
(954) 967-3416. Fax: (954) 967-3482. 

Or subscribe on the Internet at 
www.seminoletribe.com 
© Seminole Tribe of Florida 


Leonard Peltier’s Message to Our Youth 


Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

This year will mark more than three decades of my unjust 
imprisonment. Behind bars I have aged from a youth myself, into 
an elder. As an elder I have become increasingly encouraged by the 
potential and promise of indigenous youth from all First Nations. 

Today indigenous youth have 
greater opportunities than possibly ever 
before in our peoples history. However, 
these opportunities were not attained 
without sacrifice. They arose from great 
struggle. They came from ordinary men 
and women; your relatives who made 
extraordinary sacrifices. These warriors’ 
struggle to ensure a better future for gen- 
erations to come can never be taken for 
granted. 

I am especially pleased to hear of 
the rising numbers of indigenous youth 
who are graduating from high school and 
entering institutions of higher learning; 
universities, colleges, and technical 
schools. Other youth are taking advantage 
of social programs that will assist them in 
each of their respective futures. These are 
all opportunities that as a youth I could 
have only dreamed of. 

Yet, even though we have made 
much progress and advances for our peo- 
ple we still have a long path ahead to 
attain justice for First Nations. 

I strongly believe that the first step on that path is to 
always be conscious of our people’s history. Regardless of what 
nation we belong to we have shared a combined history of strug- 
gle against a more than 500-year long genocide. It has been a geno- 
cide focused not only on the death of our relatives, but of our spir- 


ituality, culture, and language. All will be lost if we do not honor 
our ancestors by learning about their sacrifice so that the people 
may live. 

We must never forget our ways, our traditions, and our 
wisdom. Each one of you must acknowledge your capacity and 
ability to bring about positive changes for 
our people. This is done not only by bet- 
tering yourself, but by helping your broth- 
ers and sisters who have wondered off the 
Red Road. I am deeply pained by the num- 
bers of youth who have prematurely lost 
their life to gang violence and suicide. 

It is just as troubling to hear of 
those who continue to suffer from drug 
and alcohol abuse. I ask you to bring your 
brothers and sisters who need guidance 
and medicine to our ceremonies. It is our 
spirituality that has always sustained us as 
a people. Throughout history there have 
been countless attempts to rob us as a peo- 
ple; our lands, our history, our language, 
and our culture. 

However, they have never been 
able to take our future from us. The future 
belongs to the Creator only and it is the 
Creator who gives it to the youth. As a 
youth it is your responsibility to honor all 
your relations, our Mother Earth, and the 
Creator by committing yourself to the 
struggle for a future of justice and a better tomorrow for all peo- 
ples. 

In the Spirit of Crazy Horse, 

Leonard Peltier 



Indians Didn’t Pay Taxes 100 Years Ago 


By Tim Giago 

[Editor s Note: © 2006 Native American Journalists Foundation, 
Inc. Reprinted with permission. Tim Giago is the president of the 
Native American Journalists Foundation, Inc., and the publisher 
of Indian Education Today Magazine. He can be reached at najour- 
nalists@rushmore. com ] 

Periodically there is a repeat column I am forced to write. 
It usually takes an ignorant and insensitive remark by a non-Indian 
to prompt me to return to the scene of the crime. One of my adver- 
tising sales people for Indian Education Today Magazine was 
seeking a timely ad to take advantage of the “It’s time-to-pay- 
taxes” portion of the year. 

She approached one so-called tax preparation office 
located in Rapid City, S.D. and ran into this crass remark, “Why 
should we advertise; Indians don’t pay taxes.” 

Ouch! When will this ignorance come to an end? 

All right, let’s address this horrid misconception. Indians 
hold jobs. As a matter of fact, many working for the Tribal govern- 
ment, Indian Health Service, Bureau of Indian Affairs or other 
governmental agencies receive salaries ranging from $24,000 to 
$100,000 annually. Professional teachers and administrators work- 
ing at the many Indian schools on the reservations are also in the 
middle class pay income bracket. These salaried employees pay all 
of the taxes every American citizen pays from withholding to 
Medicare. 

Every time an Indian buys groceries taxes are included. 
When we purchase an automobile or a costly appliance, taxes are 
included. When we fill the car up with gasoline we pay taxes. What 
so many non-Indian citizens do not realize is that all of the sales 
taxes collected in the towns bordering the Indian reservations 
never go to the Indian reservations. They go to the state and the 
community where the purchase was made. 

There are no free rides for Indians when it comes to 
attending college. Most apply for Pell Grants or for other grants 
available to students of all colors. Others use the GI Bill, as I did, 
or get jobs and work there way through college. There are some 
funds available through Tribal funds or through the BIA, but they 
are far and few. 

Those lucky enough to belong to a Tribe with a rich casi- 
no can get scholarship grants that are set aside for the higher edu- 
cation of Tribal members. But keep in mind that only five percent 
of the Indian nations earn 90 percent of the casino profits. That 
doesn’t leave much for some of the larger Tribes such as those of 
the Great Sioux Nation or the Navajo Nation. 

And some non-Indians may find this hard to believe but 


Indians do not get a monthly check from the BIA or from any other 
branch of the government. If we own land on the reservation and 
that land is leased to a rancher or farmer, we do receive an annual 
lease check for the use of our land. This method of payment for 
leasing land or renting a house is common throughout America for 
non-Indians as well. The BIA usually distributes these not-so- 
large-checks. Nearly every merchant worth their salt knows when 
these checks are distributed and plan their sales accordingly. 

Now, let’s talk about all of that wonderful, free health 
care. If an Indian works for an organization or federal agency that 
provides health insurance, that insurance company is billed when- 
ever that employee uses the services of the Indian Health Service 
Hospital. The same holds true if the Indian man or woman is on 
Medicare. 

Some Tribes use the profits from their casinos to build 
healthcare facilities on their reservations. They also use their casi- 
no profits to purchase health insurance policies for their Tribal 
members. That insurance helps to cover treatment at the Tribal 
health care facilities. 

The I.H.S. has hospitals on some Indian reservations, not 
all. Reservation residents do use these facilities. However, it is 
written into the treaty agreements between the Indian nations and 
the U.S. government that health care will be provided in exchange 
for the millions of acres of land ceded in the treaty agreements. 

The services provided by the I.H.S. are not considered to 
be the best. The large and sparsely populated reservations have a 
hard time hiring doctors with any lengthy experience. Most of the 
doctors assigned to the Indian hospitals are first or second year 
doctors paying off a government loan for their education. They are 
learning while on the job and from the complaints I hear from so 
many of their patients, their inexperience does have its unfavorable 
consequences. 

If Indians had all of the benefits attributed to us by the 
non-Indian world we would be the most intelligent, wealthiest and 
most protected people in America. Indians would be debt free, 
trouble free, illness free, tax free and positively carefree. 

But we, Indians, know that is not the case. It is only the 
majority of non-Indians who still continue to believe these myths, 
misconceptions and outright fallacies. 

So please believe me when I say that Indians do not get a 
monthly check from the government, many of us do pay for our 
health care, we do not get a free college education and, to bury the 
biggest misconception of all, we do pay taxes. April the 15th looms 
as large for us as it does for the rest of America. 


Letters & E-mail 


Please send all letters to 6300 Stirling Road, Hollywood, FL 33024 ❖ tribune@semtribe.com 


Dear Editor, 

My name is Alisia Billie and I am 
in the fourth grade at Zion Lutheran 
School. I want to thank all the people in 
the Big Cypress community who helped 
me sell all my Girl Scout cookies on Snow 
Day. 

Special thanks to the Fire depart- 
ment, Police department, Recreation 
department and community members; and 
especially my aunt Alice Billie! Thank you 
all. 

Sincerely, 

Alisia Billie 

Girl Scout Troop 256 

Dear Mr. Blackard, 

It is my pleasure to inform you 
that due to your help leading me to specif- 
ic works on the Seminole Tribe of Florida, 
I have received an outstanding grade for 
my Seminole project. Thank you for your 
help. It is nice to know that people like 
you are always willing to help out stu- 
dents. 

Sincerely, 

Elizabeth Bartolotta 

8th Grader 

Wilton, Conn. 

Dear Editor, 

I live in Rockland County New 
York. About 1 0 years ago or so a mother 
and daughter of the Seminole Tribe drove 
a pickup truck full of swamp cedar lawn 
chairs into my driveway, unloaded a cou- 
ple and visited with me and my family. 

I happily bought a set, and they 
promised they, or some other representa- 
tive, would find us again in about 1 0 years 
to replenish our supply. 

They spoke of a Seminole indus- 
try which sent rail cars full of furniture to 
a depot in Pennsylvania, and sent sales 
people around various regions selling off 
their trucks. I have photos of the ladies 
and could send them to you, but we would 
love to buy new chairs since these are 
showing the years of weather and are start- 


ing to fall apart. 

Is this industry still active in 
Florida? This was a charming moment in 
our neighborhood and we long to see the 
truck pull into the driveway again. 

Thank you 

Barbara Pollitt 

Dear Editor, 

I am very interested in learning 
more about Tribal law enforcement divi- 
sions. At the moment I am a Criminal 
Justice major, with career goals of K-9 law 
enforcement. If I may take a minute of 
your time to make a few inquires. 

Does anyone know of any Tribal 
Police Department, in S.C., N.C., Fla. 
and/or Ga.? If so, could you please provide 
me with any contact information? Does 
anyone know of any source, that I may 
research Native American Tribal law? 

A little personal information 
about myself: I’m a criminal justice major 
with career goals of working in law 
enforcement K-9. 1 am a member of the 
SC State Guard Provost Marshal’s Unit. 
I’m in the Security Specialist Course, a 
state reserve police officer program. I am a 
volunteer firefighter, Haz-Mat team mem- 
ber, county rescue team member and for- 
mer K-9 SAR team member, former 
American Red Cross volunteer. 

I look forward to greatly any 
reply! Thank you for your time! 

John J.Clark 

clarkjj99@hotmail.com 

Dear Editor, 

This past summer my husband 
son and I visited Billy Swamp Safari and 
had a great time-even though it rain like I 
have never seen before. Now my 1 1 year 
old is going to write a paper on the 
Seminole’s. 

I can’t seem to find any pictures 
that we took while visiting the museum. 
Tyler will be dressing as a Seminole boy 
his age can you provide me with some pic- 
tures or ideas? 


Sincerely, 

Jim Campbell 

sirvac@earthlink.net 


Photo Contest 



George Billie 


Correction 


In the Feb. 3 issue, page 23, Shelby 
DeHass is not a participant in the B.C. 
Horse Club. 
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Miss New Mexico Visits Boys & Girls Club 


By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD — On Feb. 10 Miss New 
Mexico Onawa Lynn Lacy from the 2006 Miss USA 
Pageant took the time to visit the children at the Boys 
& Girls Club on the Hollywood Rez. The kids were 



Felix DoBosz 


Miss New Mexico signs autographs for children. 


thrilled to have the first Native American to win Miss 
New Mexico visit them. She was happy to pose for 
photos and sign color photos for all her fans gathered 
around her table. 

Here are a few facts about the 
2006 Miss New Mexico: Onawa is a 
member of the Navajo Tribe and also 
has Irish/French ancestry. She is 23 
years old and is originally from Gallup, 

N.M. and now resides in Albuquerque, 

N.M. She holds dual bachelor’s degrees 
in English/pre-law and Native American 
studies from the University of New 
Mexico. 

Her platform is cultural diver- 
sity, cancer prevention awareness and 
youth issues. Onawa states she is proud 
to represent New Mexico and feels she 
represents all Native Americans with 
this title. 

In a Nov. 14, 2005, article for 
New Mexico’s Gallup Independent 
newspaper, Staff Writer Elizabeth 
Hardin-Burrola says: According to Lacy, 
those first two pageant wins, particular- 
ly her year as Miss Indian World, dra- 
matically impacted her life in a positive 
way. She traveled around the world, she 
said, and learned about numerous 
native cultures. 

“That was an experience that 
really changed my life,” she said. “I 
learned so much about myself and what I’m capable 
of.” Some of the lessons she learned, she added, are 
to always be yourself, always believe in yourself, and 
to always do good for yourself and others. 

Boys & Girls Club Director Robert North 


Sr., said: “The message we are sending out to Tribal 
youth is that they can reach for the stars, there’s noth- 
ing that will stop them. So we bring in as many 
celebrities, particularly, Native Americans, such as 
Litefoot, the entertainer and film star, and if we have 
self respect and self esteem we can do just about 
anything. 

“So it’s a very opportune time to have 
Miss New Mexico to share her story with Seminole 
Hollywood youth. The Boys & Girls Club is a posi- 
tive place for kids. Too many youths today are try- 
ing to be adults and making serious adult decisions 
and they don’t need to be. So we want to provide an 
environment where they can feel safe and secure 
and can be kids and go about the necessary process- 
es to develop socially, and we do this through 
games, through homework club, and computer time. 

“We have several departments, such as 
health and family services, recreation department 
and education departments and Seminole Police 
departments; they all come in and provide classes 
and wholesome opportunities for our young people 
today and will make a huge positive difference in 
our young people today. 

“The message she is sending is exactly 
what we’re providing here every single week at the 
Boys & Girls Club.” 

Onawa Lacy is a role model for the kids. 
She talked charismatically to the attentive kids 
about eating healthy foods, keeping fit, and keeping 
their minds clear. All these things are very impor- 
tant for the youngsters to hear. 

Onawa is a former Miss Indian World 
(2003-2004), she is also the second American 
Indian to compete for the Miss USA title. She said 
she hopes to become the first ever Native American 
Miss USA and compete in the Miss Universe pageant. 

Lacy will appear on the NBC network’s live 
broadcast from the 2006 Miss USA Pageant on April 


21. Log onto www.Covergirl.com to vote for Onawa 
Lacy and enter to win a free trip to the Miss USA 
Pageant. 



Felix DoBosz 

Miss New Mexico answers questions about nutrition, health and 
her beauty secrets. 





Felix DoBosz 


Miss New Mexico poses with staff and children in front of Boys & Girls Club, 
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HUD Grants Improve Life on the Rez 


By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD— 

There was substantial damage to 
these town homes when 
Hurricane Wilma roared through 
Broward County last fall. It is 
estimated that about 40 percent 
of the aluminum sidings blew- 
off, as well as huge losses for 
parts of the roofs. 

Planning for the project 
started last February 2005, and 
construction should have started 
September 2005, but didn’t real- 
ly get underway due to delayed 
contract negotiations and the 
destructive 2005 hurricane sea- 
son. 

Construction crews 
consisting of roofers and car- 
penters are busy everyday get- 
ting a little closer to the com- 
pletion of the ultimate goal of 
providing Seminole families 



Felix DoBosz 

Actual town homes being renovated on Hollywood Rez, completion date 
is slated for the end of April 2006. 



Artist rendition of the homes. 


Photo Courtesy of Robert Mclntire, project architect 


homesteads. Seminole 
Development & 
Planning Manager 
Keith Samuels said he 
believes that this 
ambitious project will 
be completed by the 
end of April. 

The Housing 
department has many 
other projects going 
on at the same time at 
the four other major 
Seminole reservations. 
Incidentally, new 
Housing Director Troy 
Clay started his watch 
on Feb. 1. 


with a decent and secure place 
to live on the Hollywood reser- 
vation. 

These six buildings 
were originally built more than 
25 years ago, and house some 
40 units. They are being 
improved through a federal 
grant from the Department of 
Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD). 

This HUD appropria- 
tion will provide re-roofing, 
exterior re-surfacing and paint- 
ing, plus innovative folksy front 
entrances type porches with 
overhangs. Handicap ramps will 
be built to code specifications 
including handrails, and new 
sidewalks with proper drainage. 

Additionally, tropical 
landscaping will beautify the 
surrounding area of the Town 
Homes to add that charming 
upscale look for these enduring 



Felix DoBosz 


New Housing dept, director and staff. Seated L-R: Troy Clay, housing 
director, Pete Russo, Asst. Director; Mid-Row L-R: Stella Agnone, Lisa 
Pepe, Valerie Glee Frank, Jacqueline Jones; Back-Row L-R: Omar 
Barrera, Kathy Taggi, Keith Samuels and Carl Mattison. 
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Tribal Council 


Miss Florida Seriiino 


purchase a raffk ticket fonfeSR# 
so she may meet her sales reouirtihent' 
to compete in the ' l&j 
2006 Miss Indian World Pageant 


Come join her at the Gathering of [iijrto 
in AlbuQuerQue, New Mexiccr®B 
lor the Miss Indian World Pageant 4 
April 2S 29. 2006 t 


phase contact Wanda Bowers 
(9S‘ 4) 966-6300 x 1468 

Pageant to be held on Thursday, April 27, 2006 


Christine E. McCall, I9yrs old, Hollywood Florida 
Hollywood Reservation 

Florida State University, Majoring in Social Work 
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Lila Osceola 

Three new Tribal citizens receive their keys and “Bibles” to their new homes. 


Fifth Ceremony for Chupco’s 
Landing Homeowners in Fort Pierce 


By Lila Osceola 

FT. PIERCE, FL — Once again three new 
Tribal citizens are “blessed beyond measure,” as Ft. 
Pierce Liaison Sally Tommie, opened the fifth recog- 
nition ceremony for Chupco’s Landing. 

Tommie’s speech was definitely a heart felt 
moment for the new homeowners: Shavanta Timothy, 
Carlton Tommie and Virginia Tommie. 

What a beautiful day in Ft. Pierce to make 
dreams come true for Tribal citizens Virginia Tommie 
and her family. The moving process began as soon as 
the ceremony was over, with her and her two kids, 
Anthony, 6 and Flarrisha, 8, the excitement of having 
their very own home was overwhelming. 

Fighting back the tears of joy was apparent 
and having their brand new three bedroom house has 
been a dream come true, and when they get in their 
house, Flarrisha said she is going to, “put hearts on 



Lila Osceola 

Pete Russo reads a portion of guidelines from the 



Lila Osceola 

Virginia Tommie and kids are excited to get keys to 
their new house. 


my walls and play computer” in her new room. Little 
brother Anthony said he is going to “play with my 
toys” in his new room. 

“Moving around from house to house is 
something we will never have to do again” said mom 
Virginia. 

Sally Tommie said it best: “turn a house into 
a home.” That is definitely the goal of these lucky 
Tribal citizens. 

First things first, reading of the rules and 
regulations of the association guidelines was a neces- 
sity before they were given their keys. Acting 
Director of Housing, Pete Russo read portions of the 
guidelines to reiterate the importance of the rules. 

Once the new homeowners received their 
important information, they were given their “Bibles,” 
which consisted of a 28 page association guideline, 
rules and regulations manual. 

Then they were handed their keys to their 
long awaited brand new homes, followed by a lunch 
buffet and a walk through with the tenants and staff. 


Tribe is Grand Benefactor Sponsor for 
Red Cross Gala at Hyatt Pier Sixty-Six 


By Lila Osceola 

HOLLYWOOD — Seminole Tribe of 
Florida Hollywood Representative Max B. Osceola Jr. 
presented a check for $30,000 on Feb. 9 at the Red 
Cross Gala. This check signifies that the Tribe will be 
the grand benefactor sponsor of the gala. 

The 2006 American Red Cross Gala and 
Auction will be held at the Hyatt Pier Sixty-Six Hotel 
& Resort on May 20. 

Danielle Johnson and Kathryn Cousins of the 
Broward County Chapter met with Osceola, on Feb. 

9. They were grateful for the Tribe’s generosity. The 
Tribe has already supported important local fundrais- 
ing events of the Broward County and Collier County 
Chapters of the American Red Cross. 

As grand benefactor sponsor the Seminole 


Tribe will receive great recognition at this event. 

“When we needed help people came to help, 
so when we can help others we do,” Max Osceola 
explained to the Johnson and Cousins. 

American Red Cross chapters in Florida are 
responsible for specific areas that include: all 
Seminole reservations, Broward County Chapter, 
Tampa Bay Chapter, Collier County Chapter, Greater 
Palm Beach Area Chapter and North Treasure Coast 
Chapter. 

The Broward County Chapter of the 
American Red Cross serves a vital purpose in the 
community. 

“Just because we are Seminoles of the 
Seminole Tribe we are still proud to be in South 
Florida, and a part of Broward County,” Osceola said. 

Everyday the Red 
Cross carries out its mission 
of preparing families, 
schools, and organizations 
for the unexpected, teaching 
life saving skills, assisting 
military families in a crisis, 
and providing shelter, food 
and counseling for disaster 
victims. 

All proceeds from 
the gala will benefit vital 
life-saving programs and 
services in Broward County. 
The American Red Cross 
plays a major role in the 
rejuvenation of the county 
after the hurricanes. 

In return of all the 
great things that the 
Seminole Tribe does for the 
community, the Red Cross is 
in a position to provide 
community service for our 
High School students. 

“This is definitely 
something we will be inter- 
ested in,” Osceola said as 
the meeting came to a close. 
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Max Osceola hands check to Danielle Johnson and Kathryn Cousins of the 
Broward County Chapter of the American Red Cross. 
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Wild Horse Ministry Visits Seminoles 


By Judy Weeks 

SEMINOLE RESERV- 
TIONS — The Big Cypress First 
Baptist Church joined the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida in spon- 
soring a very worthwhile opportu- 
nity for the South Florida residents 
to witness the Wild Horse 
Ministry. 

Paul Daily, from Wild 
Horse Ministry, grew up in a 
Christian home in Louisiana and 
spent his entire life around horses. 
As a young man he worked in the 
oil fields by day and broke and 
trained horses in the evenings and 
on his days off. 

While working a horse in 
his round pen, he suddenly real- 
ized that the horse’s responses to 
his actions were much the same 
as the way people react to the 
Lord. Inspired by this revelation, 
he developed a man/horse con- 
cept of life’s lessons with Jesus 
Christ. 

On Feb. 22, 1997, he 
held his first demonstration or 
service before his wife’s Sunday 
school class and the Wild Horse 
Ministry was bom. Word of his 
non-denominational ministry 
quickly spread throughout 
Louisiana and Texas, with invita- 
tions coming from churches, fairs, 
prisons and private individuals. 

His ministry was quickly becom- 
ing a full time job and interfering 
with his daily employment in the 
oil fields. 

Realizing that he would 
have to make some alterations in 
his busy schedule, he suddenly rec- 
ognized the fact that the Lord was 
leading him into service. In May of 
2000, Paul became a full time 
horse trainer for the Lord. His first 
trip away from his home area in 
Jena, La., took Paul and his family 
to Rapid City, S.D., for a demon- 
stration before a multi- state pas- 
tor’s conference. Almost immedi- 
ately, he was asked to return for a 
two week tour of North and South 
Dakota. 

Paul and his wife Joana 
soon began home schooling their 
children, Lenora and Dan, as they 
found themselves on the road for 
extended periods of time with 
requests for 
demonstrations 
pouring in from 
around the country. 

While spreading 
the word of the 
Lord, their reputa- 
tion has also 
spread. They have 
appeared in 3 1 
states, Canada and 
Uruguay. 

Paul “gen- 
tles” approximately 
10 horses in a 
month’s time, 
while inspiring his 
audiences to form a 
gratifying relation- 
ship with God. The 
Daily family does 
not charge for their 
demonstrations, but 
depend upon the 
generosity of dona- 
tions and sponsor- 
ships. Throughout 
their ministry God 
has blessed and 
provided for them. 

To spon- 
sor a demonstra- 
tion, a person or 
group needs only 
an area of sand or 
tilled earth suffi- 
cient to erect his 
round pen, and an untamed, rope 
or halter broken horse of approxi- 
mately two to three years of age. 

Paul Daily visited the 
Seminole Tribe during the week of 
Jan. 14. Working several unbroken 
horses provided to him by the 
Tribal citizens, he gave demonstra- 
tions at the Junior Cypress Arena 
in Big Cypress on Saturday and 
Sunday. Moving to Hollywood on 
Monday and Immokalee on 
Tuesday; he gathered a crowd 


wherever he appeared. 

Each of the presentations 
began with an introduction by 
Moses Jumper, followed by John 
Wayne’s version of “America the 
Beautiful” while his son and 
daughter circle the round pen car- 
rying the American and Christian 


flags. 

Welcoming the spectators, 
he assures the audience, “I am no 
preacher, just a happy customer of 
the Lord. For years God saw only 
the Wrangler sign on my hip pock- 
et running away just like these 
horses. Many times I have been 
asked, ‘When did you find the 
Lord?’ I am proud to say, ‘I never 
lost him. ’ I only needed to turn 
around and find him standing and 
waiting for me to come to him.” 

Wherever he goes, Paul 
Daily puts on an inspirational 
demonstration and makes an awe- 
some impression on his audiences. 
Moses Jumper slid a little joke in 
on him in Immokalee. Paul 
explained that he had never seen 
the horse they were about to 


unload from the trailer but had 
been told that it was a two year 
old, untamed filly from the 
swamps of Big Cypress. 

As he spoke to the gather- 
ing, the door opened and out 
jumped a very small pony. The 
crowd began to laugh and when he 
turned around, you could see the 
surprise on his face, because he 
was expecting a well developed 
young horse. Caught off guard, he 
quickly recovered and cleared the 


round pen for the arrival of a fif- 
teen hand wild horse. 

Within two hours time, he 
not only had the horse coming to 
him, but laid the animal on the 
ground, saddled it, rode it and 
placed his seventeen year old 
daughter, Lenora, on its back. The 


audience was awestruck. Although, 
the horse and audience change 
wherever he goes, the results are 
always the same. 

Wednesday, Daily invited 
Tribal citizens and affiliates to 
bring their unbroken horses to the 
Junior Cypress Arena and he 
assisted them in working their own 
animals. It was a day, none of the 
participants will ever forget. 

Shawn Newton’s horse had been 
labeled “crazy,” but was leading, 
carrying a saddle and accepting a 
rider before the day ended. 

Raymond Garza’s horse 
was shying from a rope and he was 
planning to make a team roping 
horse out of it. With Daily’s help, 
the horse left there acting as 
though it didn’t have a care in the 
world as the rope ran 
around its legs and under 
the tail. These are only a 
few of the day’s accom- 
plishments. 

Reverend Salaw 
Hummingbird of the Big 
Cypress First Baptist 
Church organized a fel- 
lowship for Wednesday 
evening. More than 50 
people gathered for a 
campfire service after a 
wonderful meal. There 
was an abundance of testi- 
monies and the Daily fam- 
ily shared experiences 
from their ministry, its 
highlights and low points. 

The Ministry put 
on a clinic for a crowd of 
over 200 people in 
LaBelle, Fla. on Thursday 
evening before moving to 
Brighton for a Friday and 
Saturday demonstration. 

Daily was quick- 
ly going through all of the 
unbroken and troublesome 
horses in the area. By the 
time he reached Brighton, 
they had to hunt for some 
livestock. Ronnie Keel 
came up with a “bad 
stud” who had tom up 
some cow pens and was 
considered a rogue. He 
was extremely hesitant to bring the 
animal, but Daily said he would 
evaluate the horse before begin- 
ning and to bring him on. 

By the end of the evening, 
the results were spectacular. Not 
easily impressed, Keel stated, 

“This man’s no phony, he’s the real 
thing.” 

This is the general reac- 
tion, wherever the Wild Horse 
Ministry goes. 



Rhonda Roff 

Paul Daily worked several unbroken horses. 



Judy Weeks 

Paul Daily shows off his old breaking saddle and other equipment 
used to handle the horses he tames. 
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Tony Heard 

McGruff the Crime Dog with the two-year-old preschoolers. 


McGruff the Crime Dog Pays a Visit to Preschool 


By Tony Heard 

HOLLYWOOD — “Take a 
bite out of crime” is the saying every- 
one is probably familiar with since 
childhood. McGruff the Crime Dog has 
been on numerous commercials and 
programs informing our kids about safe- 
ty issues. Jan. 25 McGruff was visiting 
the preschoolers on the Hollywood 
reservation. 

Seminole Police Department 
Crime Prevention Officers Ulysses 
Boldin and Susie Lawson were respon- 
sible for getting McGruff on the rez. 

McGruff entered the school 
and received hugs from majority of the 
kids. Soaking up all the love and 
warmth McGruff stayed focused on the 
task at hand, which was to properly 
inform the kids about safety issues. 

The main focus was making 
sure the kids know about properly 
wearing seatbelts, crossing the street at 
the light and wearing helmets when rid- 
ing bikes or scooters. Officer Boldin 
asked a few questions to the kids and 
many of the kids had the correct 
answers. The event lasted about 45 min- 
utes and was a very positive experience 
for the young Tribal citizens. 

The following day on Jan. 26 
McGruff the Crime Dog made a trip to 
the Brighton reservation to see the 
youth and inform them on the same 
safety issues. McGruff received a warm 
welcome in Brighton as well and had a 
good time talking to all the kids out 
there. McGruff will stay involved in the 
development and knowledge of our 
youth about safety, by making visits 
with different points of emphasis fre- 
quently. 

“I felt it went great, all the 
kids were excited to see McGruff and 
knew who he was,” Officer Lawson 
said at the end of the event. “All the 



Tony Heard 

The three-, four- and five-year-old classes enjoy their time with 
MrGruff the Crime Dog. 



Tony Heard 


Carol Crenshaw (center) and 
Officer Boldin (right) have a chat 
with McGruff. 


kids were very responsive to 
what he was saying about 
safety and got involved in 
all the activities. This is a 
good thing because that lets 
us know that the parents are 
touching on these safety 
issues also. I think the kids 
enjoyed it and will be look- 
ing forward for McGruff ’s 
return” 

The next time 
McGruff the Crime Dog 
stops by to pay a visit the 
focus will be on, not talking 
to strangers and what to do 
if you get separated from 
your mom or dad in a public 
place. Thanks to McGruff 
and the Seminole Police 
Department we can all keep 
our rez safe by trying to 
“take a bite out of crime.” 


SPD’s Neighborhood Watch 


Submitted by Sgt. A1 Signore, SPD 

The Seminole Police Department (SPD) is 
organizing the Neighborhood Watch program in all 
our communities. Our mission is to create a proactive 
community police partnership for crime prevention 
and problem solving in each community. 

What is Neighborhood Watch? 

This program was developed to bring togeth- 
er law enforcement teams and community members in 
a cooperative effort working together for the better- 
ment of all our communities. Much work is done by 
the committee chair people and the crime prevention 
officers who are involved in the program. 

This is a simply a program of neighborhood 
watching out for each other. It is designed to enlist the 
active participation of community members with the 
police to reduce crime and improve the quality of life 
on each reservation. 

The specific and primary purpose of the 
Seminole Police and Neighborhood watch Association 
are: 

To become acquainted with your neighbors. 

To work together to identify and solve prob- 
lems in our communities 

To help the police by being aware of and 
reporting any unusual activities as they occur. 

To implement crime prevention techniques to 
enhance home security 

It is putting neighbors back into neighbor- 
hoods. 

To facilitate, maintain and improve commu- 


nications between the community members and the 
Seminole Police Department by establishing and 
maintaining a liaison with the Seminole Police 
Department and exchanging information on crime and 
crime prevention. 

To advance crime prevention concepts in the 
community by educating the community in the appli- 
cation of physical crime prevention techniques 

To encourage participation in the 
Neighborhood watch program 

To work together for a betterment of living 
conditions for all residence of our communities 
through participation and anti-crime and community 
service activities. 

Please contact your reservation’s SPD Crime 
Prevention Officer and asked about how you can 
make a difference. Help schedule your initial 
Neighborhood Watch meeting. At this meeting a 
Crime Prevention Officer will explain how you can 
create an alert neighborhood by using simple crime 
prevention methods. Neighborhood Watch does not 
require frequent meetings. 

It does not ask that anyone take personal risk 
to prevent a crime. Neighborhood Watch leaves the 
responsibility for apprehending criminals where it 
belongs, with SPD. 

SPD Crime Prevention Officers: Hollywood 
Reservation: Officer Susie Lawson, (863) 763-8210, 
Brighton and Ft. Pierce Reservation: Officer Ulysses 
Boldin, (954) 967-8900, Big Cypress and Immokalee: 
Sergeant A1 Signore, (813) 478-2680 



Dear Seminole Tribal Citizens, 


The Fire Prevention Division of 
the Seminole EMS Department is avail- 
able to do a Life Safety inspection of 
your homes at your convenience. We 
will also supply and install smoke 
alarms in your homes if you need them. 
' This is done as a courtesy for our 
citizens. 

Please call Seminole Tribe of 
Florida Lead Fire Inspector Lieutenant 
David Logan at (863) 3 
983-1996 for more 
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Ed Morse Sawgrass Auto Mall is now offering ah Seminole 
tribal members and employees really great deals! Thais right s 
all tribe members and employees, including everyone who 


works a l the Seminole Hard Rock Casino, can now get huge 
savings and all financing incentives for which they (Qualify on 
five GM brands of new vehicles and over 1 10 used vehicles . 
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V PONTIAC (S§) BUICK GMC 


THE NEW 2006 MODELS ARE HERE - HURRY FOR BIG SAVINGS! 


14401 W. Sunrise Blvd., Sunrise 

On Sunrise Blvd. fusl east of Snwgruss Expwy. 

PLEASE CALL TOLL-FREE 

1 - 888 - 800-8048 




AUTO WALL 

CHEVROLET • CADILLAC 
PONTIAC • BUICK • GMC 


SALES HOURS: Man-Fri 9om-9pm, 
Sat Pcm-fipm, Sun 1 2-6pm 
SERVICE HOURS: 

Mon-Fri 7am-6pm, Sal 7am-3pm 
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Fur value 
™ and service it's 
Ed Morse, of course! 
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Big Cypress Community 

Birding Day 


Saturday, March 4 th, 2006 at 7:30am 
Meet in the Gymnasium, Big Cypress Reservation 
Morning Refreshments will be Provided 


Who should come? 

Anyone interested in seeing ail the diversity 
of birds that make Big Cypress their home! 

What will we be doing? 

We will be going out in the Reservation to 
observe a wide variety of birds. 



What should you bring? 

You need binoculars, outdoor clothes 
and walking shoes; we’ll provide the rest. 

Come help be a part of protecting 
culturally important birdsTTI 


Please R.S.V.F. by 
Wednesday March I, 2006 
Sarah Grubs (863) 902-3200, Ext. 141 1 
sgrubs@semtribe.com 

Hasted by Water Resource Management Depart 



Rez Hosts 6th Annual Super Bowl Cook-Off 


By Emma Brown 

BRIGHTON — The 6th Annual Super 
Bowl Cook-Off was held on Feb. 3 at the Brighton 4- 
H complex. There were nine teams that showed up 
this year to compete for the best barbecue around. 

Each team that enters the cook-off has the 
opportunity to barbecue chicken, ribs, or both, in 
hopes to have just the right concoction to excite the 
judge’s taste buds. The winner of each category walks 
away with prize money, a trophy, and best barbecue 



Judy Weeks 


Barbeque chicken champs Crystal & Jamie Smith. 



Judy Weeks 

Is he judging the taste? Or how much he can eat? 


bragging rights for a year. 

Each year in conjunction with the barbecu- 
ing, women battle for the title of best pumpkin bread 
and best fry bread cook. Throughout the day specta- 
tors can stop and visit with each team and often bribe 
them out of a taste test. 

Along with their prize meat teams also cook 
up items like steak, shrimp and sausage and send it to 
their rival teams to show good sportsmanship and to 
let them know that this battle is all in good fun. 

The teams had from 1 p.m.-4 p.m. to prepare 
what they hoped would become the award winning 
meat. Each team was given aprons and towels to 
assist in their preparation and had their own special 
recipes that were used in hopes to add just the right 
flavor and texture to their barbecue. 

As always judges are needed to put their 
taste buds to the test and decide who the master grills 
men and bread cookers are. We are thankful for this 
year’s judges: Glades County Sheriff Stuart Whiddon, 
Glades County Supervisor of Elections Holly 
Whiddon, Pastor Bill Bloomberg, Trading Post 
Assistant Manager Lillie Maisonet, Firefighter Bobby 
Crtist, and SPD officer Jack Morgan. 

Once the results were in and the winners 
were announced all of the day’s meat and bread went 
into one serving cooler along with side dishes and a 



Judy Weeks 

The 2006 rib champ, hard at work. 



Judy Weeks 

Four time champ Betty Billie. 


delicious meal was served for everyone to enjoy. 

The cook off was, as always, a great way to 
celebrate the Super Bowl and to find out who has this 
year’s winning recipe. Special recognition must be 
given this year to Betty Billie for earning her fourth 
championship in the pumpkin bread contest. 

Thanks to Brighton Board Representative 
Johnny Jones, Brighton Council Representative 
Andrew Bowers, Alex Johns from Brighton 
Recreation and John Huff Jr. for sponsoring and 
coordinating the day’s event and helping make the 
day fun and successful. 

Congratulations to all of this year’s winners: 
Rib Winners: 1. Alex Johns and John Huff Jr., 2. Bill 
and Angel Osceola, 3. Johnny Jones and Johnnie 
Jones Jr.; Chicken Winners: 1. Crystal and Jamie 
Smith, 2. Alex Johns and John Huff Jr., 3. Connie and 
Mike Haught; Pumpkin Bread: 1. Betty Billie (2003, 
2004, 2005 and 2006 champion), 2. Mary Jo Micco, 

3. Alice Snow; Fry Bread: 1. Mary Jo Micco, 2. 
Amanda Smith, 3. Joyce Jumper. 



Judy Weeks 

Fry bread champion Mary Jo Micco (with trophy). 





"The Buying Place" . . 

Experience Native American culture and 
explore luxurious Seminole retail 
providing one of a kind 
authentic Native American art work. 

We are open 
Idaysaweek 

Sundays - Saturdays 
10:00 am -UM am 

Located at the 

Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino 
on the Casino floor. 

1 Seminole Way 
Hollywood, FL 333 14 
(954) 797-5550 


Do You Know Your Legal Rights? 

You are innocent until proven guilty 

All Criminal Cases 
State & Federal Courts 

* Felonies & Misdemeanors 

* Probation Violations 

* Bond Hearings 

* Domestic Violence 

* Sentencings 

* DUi 

* Drugs 

* [uvenlle 

We are dedicated to the special needs 

AND CONCERNS OF ALL NATIVE AMERICANS 


30 YEARS OF TRIM. EXPERIENCE I FORMER CRIMINAL PROSECUTOR 


The Law Offices of 
Collier & Scalese 
(954) 436-6200 

Free consultations 

499 N.YV. 70 Ave. Suite 106, Plantation. Florida 33317 

The hiring of a lawyer is an impc riant decision that should net be baud a defy upon advertisements. 

Before you d&ddt, ask us to send you free written Infomtalfon about ourquallfleafiens and cstptrtwice. 
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Education ♦ Emahaayeeke ♦ Kerretv 


Higher Education Student on the Dean’s List 



Geraldine Osceola 


By Erlinda Iley 

SALISBURY, MD - 

To be on the Dean’s List is no 
ordinary feat. Geraldine 
Osceola, a student at Wor-Wic 
Community College in 
Maryland, found herself in this 
honorable position for achieving 
a 3.5 GPA at the end of the Fall 
05 term. 

“Shocked” was how 
she described her feelings. She 
was not expecting it, but she 
said she was doing her work, 
turning in papers on time and 
studying daily. She has a goal, 
which is to complete her degree 
in chemical dependency and 
help her people. 

Like the wind-she 
comes from the Wind 
clan-Osceola said she felt the 
wind of change and left for 
Salisbury, Md. She thought that 
by going there, she can concen- 
trate on her studies and achieve 
her goal. 

She is expecting to 
graduate with an associate in 
science degree in chemical 
dependency in spring 2007. She 
said she will pursue a bachelor’s 
degree either in social work or 
psychology. 

Geraldine, who is mar- 
ried to Randall Byrd and a 


mother of six children (ages 
ranging seven to 14) is definitely 
a doer and an achiever. She is 
very involved with her children 
and said she believes keeping 
them occupied with worthwhile 
activities will keep them out of 
trouble. 

She is also a basketball 
coach at the local YMCA and a 
secretary of the Chemical 
Dependency Student Association 
Club at the Wor-Wic 
Community College. 

How does she accom- 
plish all these and still be in the 
dean’s list? 

“Patience,” Osceola 
said. “Lots of patience.” 

She said she believes 
“Nothing lasts forever, money- 
wise, so it is smart to have a 
degree and a career so that there 
is something to fall back on.” 

To all students, Osceola 
advises, “Don’t cram; study con- 
sistently, and do not study at the 
last minute.” 

Wise words from a 
wise lady. We are proud of 
Geraldine! 

For more information 
on Wor-Wic Community 
College, please see www.wor- 
wic.edu. 


Family Services Dept Offers Computer Classes 



Judy Weeks 


Instructor Roger Fabel familiarizes (L-R) Myra Garcia, Michelle Ford and Amy Clay with 
the working parts of a computer. 


By Judy Weeks 

The Family 

Service department’s Adult 
Education Program is host- 
ing a computer course to 
all adult 1 8 and older 
Tribal citizens. Targeting 
new computer users, the 
classes have been divided 
into separate categories 
and are being held monthly 
in Hollywood, Big 
Cypress, Brighton and 
Immokalee. 

The first series in 
the program, Computer 
101, was held in January 
and introduced the partici- 
pants to the various parts 
of the computer and their 
function. As beginners, a 
computer can be a very 
formidable piece of equip- 
ment. Knowledge of its 
interior and capabilities 
can help to relieve the ten- 
sion for the first time user. 

During the initial 
session, participants had an 
opportunity to examine the 
parts of a dismantled com- 
puter. They came away 
talking about mother 
boards, hard drives, memory clips, rams and roms. For the 
attendees, the fear of the unknown was replaced by a desire to 
put their computers to use. 

Family Services Department Adult Education 



Judy Weeks 


Amy Clay receives instruction from Roger Fabel. 


Administrator Jasmine Porter has enlisted the services of 
Roger Fabel, an instructor with the Broward County Adult 
Education Program, to teach these classes. 

Bom in Michigan, he came to the Miami area in the 
1950s and grew up in Coral Springs, Fla. While attending 
college in Alabama, he met and married his wife. Fabel ’s 
first job after graduation was service in the U.S. Military, 
where he put to use his newly acquired engineering skills. 
Following his tour of duty, he returned to Coral Springs and 
became an engineer for Florida Power & Light. 

During the many years of his career, he worked 
with computers extensively and was able to eventually 
design and constmct them. Fabel currently teaches both 
beginner and advanced courses in computer usage, designs 
and assembles custom computers for an assortment of elite 
clients and operates an engraving service. 

Under Fabel ’s guidance the second stage of the pro- 
gram, Computer 201, was offered in Febmary. The objective 
of the course was to provide basic fundamentals, such as 
accessing e-mails, keyboard skills, word processing and 
spreadsheets. 

Fabel presents the material in an easy going, soft- 
spoken manner. While using familiar terms, he invites partic- 
ipation by the students and is quite willing to answer any 
question that arises. Attending the classes is not only inform- 
ative but very enjoyable. 

Computer skills have become an intricate part of the 
employment process in many fields and can open the door to 
multiple opportunities. Regardless of age, knowledge of the 
computer can enhance your business skills, assist in the edu- 
cation of your children, and provide endless hours of enter- 
tainment. 

This is an opportunity that you can not afford to 
pass up. The classes are held two days each month from 10 
a.m.-2 p.m.. This provides enough time to learn without 
being over-whelmed. Classes are free to all adult Tribal citi- 
zens and although, space is limited, it is not too late to make 
a reservation. 

For additional information, contact Jasmine Porter 
at (954) 989-6840, Ext. 1313. 



(863)634-3850 
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Kathleen Thompson with student Burgundy Pierce buying a book at the Book Fair. 


Student Awards and Activities at 
First Indian Baptist Academy 


By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — The First Baptist 
Indian Academy (FIB A) at Brighton wishes 
to announce that they have hired two new 
certified teachers: Kathleen Thompson, a for- 
mer teacher in the Clewiston, Fla. schools, 
and Ana Vazquez, who recently moved to 
Florida from Puerto Rico. Thompson teaches 
the kindergarten class and Vasquez teaches 
middle school. 

This year the school is also partici- 
pating in Seminole 4-H as a school project. 
The students in each grade take turns feeding 
and caring for a hog they call Wilbur. The 
hog was donated to the school by Ellen Smith 
and the parents are donating the money for 
the feed. Wilbur’s pen is at the Hog 
Farm where Gary Sampson keeps 
an eye on the hog. 

Students go to the Hog 
Farm every Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday. The Student Council 
will select one student to show the 
hog at the annual 4-H Show and 
Sale. Their selection will be based 
on the student who works the hard- 
est and shows the most interest in 
the hog-raising project. 

A Book Fair at FIB A took 
place the week of Feb. 5-9. Books 
were delivered to the school by the 
national program known as scholas- 
tic that encourages children to take 
an interest in reading. Hundreds of 
books were on exhibit and students, 
their parents and school supporters 
had the opportunity to buy them. 

A percentage of the sales 
will go to FIB A to be used for pur- 
chasing school supplies and books. 

First grade teacher, Luis 
Maisonet, is also a certified martial 
arts teacher. On March 1 1 he will 
be teaching a self defense class at 
the school. The class is open to all 
staff, students, parents and Tribal 
members who wish to learn fundamentals of 
self defense. There will be a $15 fee for the 
eight-hour class beginning at 8 a.m. and will 
include lunch. 

On Jan. 8, the FIB A students were 
entertained by country gospel singing duo, 
Debbie and Jesse Garrett. The dynamic cou- 
ple sang and then spoke about their personal 
ministry to drug addicts and alcoholics, 
young men and women in prisons in Canada 
and the U.S. Jesse Garrett shared with the 
youth how his life was nearly ended by his 
reckless behavior and drug addiction until he 
met the Lord. 

“You are looking at a miracle stand- 
ing here,” he said, after telling the students 
how he had been stabbed and almost died 
after a bar fight. “The doctors said that I 
would die but there was another Physician in 
the room that night. It was the Lord.” 

Now sober and clean 15 years, a 
book about Garrett’s life will be coming out 
next year. He was invited to speak to the chil- 


Shae Pierce, Second: Deliah Carrillo, Sixth: 
Reese Bert, Dalton Bert, Terence Billie, 
Seventh: Ashton Baxley, Brandon Billie, 

Janae Braswell, Tenth: Troy Billie; Second 
nine weeks: First Grade: Eric Jaden Puente, 
Second: Deliah Carrillo, Sixth: Terence Billie, 
Reese Bert, Seventh: Janae Braswell. 

B.U.G. (Bring Up Grades), First nine 
weeks: First grade: Isaac Osceola, Sixth: 
Dalton Bert, Reese Bert, Terence Billie, 
Seventh: Ashton Baxley, Brandon Billie, 
Ninth: Clint Bowers, Twelfth: LeAnna Billie; 
Second nine weeks: Sixth grade: Dalton Bert, 
Seventh: Janae Braswell, Eighth: Branden 
McAdams. 

A Honor Roll, First nine weeks: First 


grade: Eric Jaden Puente, Second: Deliah 
Carrillo, Seventh: Janae Braswell, Twelfth: 
Candice Simmer; Second nine weeks: First 
grade: Eric Jaden Puente, Sixth: Dalton Bert. 

B Honor Roll, First nine weeks: First 
Grade: Samuel Osceola, Shae Pierce, Huber 
Leon, Third: Kaley Riley, Seventh: Ashton 
Baxley, Eighth: Taylor Johns, Twelfth: 

Marilee Johns; Second nine weeks: First 
grade: Huber Leon, Shea Pierce, Second: 
Deliah Carrillo, Third: Kaley Riley, Seventh: 
Janae Braswell, Tenth: Troy Billie, Twelfth: 
Candice Simmer. 

C Honor Roll, First nine weeks: 

Third grade: Ty Pierce, Fourth: Christopher 
Olivarez, Trewston Pierce, Sixth: Dalton Bert, 
Reese Bert, Terence Billie; Second nine 
weeks: First grade: Samuel Osceola, Third: 

Ty Pierce, Fourth: Trewston Pierce, 
Christopher Olivarez, Twelfth: LeAnna Billie. 

Kiwanis Terrific Kids, First nine 
weeks: Kindergarten: Tavis Jumper: Vivianna 
Martinez- Gore, Burgundy Pierce, Joseph 
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New FIB A teacher Kathleen Thompson with her 
kindergarten class. 
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New teacher Ana Vazquez at FIB A teaches middle school. 


dren by Pastor Wonder Johns. 

On Feb. 1, students at FIBA were 
given awards for scholastic achievement and 
perfect attendance. The list below recognizes 
these students. 

Perfect Attendance, First nine weeks: 
Kindergarten: Joseph Osceola, Isaac Osceola, 
Tavis Jumper, First grade: Eric Jaden Puente, 


Osceola, Fourth grade: Trewston Pierce, 
Sixth: Dalton Bert, Reese Bert, Terence 
Billie, Seventh: Janae Braswell; Second nine 
weeks: Kindergarten: Isaac Osceola, Seventh 
grade: Ashton Baxley, Eighth: Taylor Johns, 
Branden McAdams, Tenth: Troy Billie, 
Eleventh: Dewell Johns. 
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Having Fun at Snow Mountain 


By Susan Etxebarria 

BIG CYPRESS — A huge “mountain” of 
sparkling white snow delivers the magic of a winter 
wonderland to the swamps and enthralls young and 
old alike at the wonderful Winterfest at Big Cypress 



Susan Etxebarria 

King of the snow hill 


on Jan. 22. 

“We bought 60 tons of ice from Palm City 
Ice and made the snow in two and half hours,” said 
BC Recreation Manager Stan Frischman, whose glee 
was growing as he watched the final shovels of snow 



Susan Etxebarria 

This kids lined up repeatedly for six hours to slide. 


being added to the flanks of the mountain. 

Like the creation of a giant Disney World 
prop, the ice was put into a chipper and the shavings 
were cautiously blown into just the right places to 
produce a grand illusion just moments before the 
community festival started at 1 0 a.m. 

The Recreation department 
staff actually started building the 
foundation of the mountain on 
Thursday. The structure to support 
the snow began with a 1 5 foot stair- 
case ladder they borrowed from the 
Aviation department. The rolling 
portable staircase is normally used so 
passengers can access the cockpit 
door of an airplane. 

Railings had to be construct- 
ed and then, one at a time, 350 bales 
of hay were methodically placed, one 
on top of the other, to help construct 
the slope and the hill bed for the 
placement of deep-caked snow. 

“We actually had to ‘engi- 
neer’ the hill,” Frischman tells The 
Seminole Tribune as he watches and 
paces, adding that he saw a similar 
snow mountain at a Florida festival 
and had always wanted to try it at 
BC. He says he hopes the kids will 
love sledding down the hill. He 
seems excited but wary. He doesn’t 
want anyone to get hurt and nothing 
to go wrong. 

Once the mountain is ready 
for sledding action, Frischman 
announces over the loud speakers: 

“Take a ride down Snow Mountain,” said 
Frischman. “It’s not everyday you see snow in 
Florida. After today you will have to go to Colorado 



Susan Etxebarria 

Louise Billie makes chili and fry bread 


to see snow. After today the snow will melt so now’s 
your chance to ride down Snow Mountain.” 

For the next six hours kids line up repeated- 
ly for their umpteenth slide down the slippery slope 
of Snow Mountain. To add to the enjoyment of the 
day, the weather stays chilly enough to keep the 
mountain from melting. 

The mounds of sparkling snow surrounding 
the mountain proves to be very tantalizing recre- 
ation as well. It is nearly impossible to stop the thrill 
of getting in a snowball fight. Kids and even adults 
can hardly resist. As a game, it is so much fun. 
However, it can get just a little too dangerous some- 
times. 

Aiming snowballs at friends or make- 
believe foes proves to be too irresistible for the 
many exuberant youngsters at Winterfest but these 
snowballs, unlike Colorado snow, hit a little harder 
since they are actually shaved ice. 

One little girl got hit-not too badly-but 
enough to shed some tears! No matter how many 
times the kids were told not to throw snowballs at 
each other, well. . .it took constant reminders. What 
child could resist? 

All that is missing from the scene is a ski 
lodge for the illusion to last. 

But, wait! There is a lodge. Close to the 
snow, the Chili Cook Off is taking place under one 
of the massive white tents with chefs arriving as 
early as 8 a.m. By 10:30 a.m. most chefs are offer- 
ing free bowls of hot chili to passers-by, many still 
wearing their jackets or sweaters. Chili is a long 
time favorite on the ski slopes. This is a lodge 
southern-style. 

Testing and tasting chili interests the cook 
in all of us and satisfies our ravenous appetites. 

Thus, tasters stroll past the chef’s cooking booths all 
day long. And some take a seat at a nearby folding 
table to eat and have some conversation. The chefs 
receive lots of compliments and 
encouragement. They have to wait 
most of the day until the judging. 

Then they will know if theirs is cho- 
sen as the best bowl of chili over all 
the rest. 

There are many distinctly 
different kinds of chili recipes in this 
competition. Trying to get that special 
secret ingredient out of the chefs is 
almost impossible. 

One man says he is cooking 
his chili “Western” style; another chef 
uses cilantro while someone else 
relies on cold peeled tomatoes. 
Chipotle chili seasoning, hot sauce, 
fresh garlic is other favorite ingredi- 
ents. Most of the cooks say their chili 
is mild-flavored but three of the five 
winners make their chili hot and spicy. 

The winners are: 1. Rick 
Alumbaugh, 2. Louise Billie, 3. David 
Cypress, 4. Dale Grasshopper and 
Lucille Jumper, 5. Nickolus Andrus. 

From atop the delightful fer- 
ris wheel one sees the string of large 
white tents and a good crowd milling 
around as people walk from tent to 
tent enjoying all the games and activi- 
ties. 

One large tent seems like one 
of those crazy game arcades inside a 
Broward mall. Only here it is in the 
swamps in the glorious sunshine. This 
tent is hopping with kids all day long. 
All kinds of “hit the target” type of 
games and prizes and other chal- 
lenges, like the balance ladder, draw 
the kids. 

Every department has a 
booth. Each booth seems even better 
than the last time they did this kind of 
thing. Everyone is having tun, laugh- 
ing, glad to be here. Except for poor Frosty, the 
Snowman who was getting shot at by a bunch of kids 
trying to win a prize at the Building department’s 
booth. 

Of course Frosty wasn’t a real snowman, just 
a super size image on a paper, and it wasn’t easy to 


shoot the ammunition straight through Frosty’s large 
button holes. 

At the Housing department’s booth you don’t 
have to do anything to get a prize. Sue Jane Cypress, 
and her brother, Andy Cypress, give out free candy 
and pocket-size snacks and their generous smiles, for 
which everyone is grateful. No pressure on you to 
win at anything. 

Seminole Broadcasting set up a table for 
tribal heads of household at Big Cypress to sign up 
for Direct TV and offered up cupcakes with choco- 
late frosting. They even had a representative from 
DirecTV on hand to explain the new plan by which 
residents will be able to watch Tribal news at home. 
To bring attention to their mission they held a series 
of drawings for cash prizes throughout the day. 

The next big tent is the outdoor bingo hall. 
Steve Frost, the billiards instructor, is used to 
announcing so he calls the numbers. Slow start until 
after the lunch hour. Soon the tent fills up with Tribal 
players about the same time SweetTooth sets up a 
huge mid-day meal at the last white tent. The buffet 
of food smells so good. There’s chicken and pork 
steak, salads and slaws, rice, tomato and corn dishes 
and fantastic fry bread and much more. 

There’s an abundance of good food and bev- 
erages available everywhere and last but not least is 
the popular red-colored cooker at the com on the cob 
booth sponsored by the Councilman’s Office. There 



Susan Etxebarria 

Balance ladder. 
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Susan Etxebarria 

It took 60 tons of ice and 350 bales of hay to create Snow Mountain. 



all day is Nery Mejicano cooking the corn and he is a 
master at it. 

People eat the sweet corn roasted on the husk 
and seem to slurp the juice it tastes so good. It is not 
often you can have a taste experience like that. 

It is over corn on the cob that an odd conver- 
sation happens. Sitting at a table working on some 
notes, a young couple sat down across the table and 
eat their corn. They are not recognized as 
Tribal citizens or employees so The Seminole 
Tribune asked who they might be. Turns out 
they are sweethearts on vacation and he is 
from Chicago and she is from London. 

They had gone on an airboat ride at 
Billie Swamp Safari and were on their way 
to Alligator Alley when they see the ferris 
wheel and the snow mountain and stop their 
car, get out and walk in. They think it is a 
festival open to the public - perhaps. The 
first thing they see is the roasted com and 
they are surprised it is free! 

Once they are politely informed it is 
a private community event, the young man 
and his companion left shortly later - but not 
until after they take a photo of Snow 
Mountain and hear a little history of the 
unconquered Seminoles. 

The people and the pride of the 
Seminoles seems to touch a chord. The 35- 
year-old man shyly admits he is half Apache 
from the Jicarilla but sadly he says he knows 
very little about his heritage. After seeing the 
Seminole way, he says he knows he needs to 
search for who he is - for his tme identity. 


The BC Recreation department produced this 
awesome event, under the auspices of the BC Council, 
and with the whole-hearted involvement of nearly 
every department at the reservation. All the depart- 
ments and staff and councilmen and the community 
deserve a big round of applause for all their work. It 
is the first BC Winterfest and if all agree there may be 
a second. 


Susan Etxebarria 


Ferris wheel 


South Florida's number one country western 
nightclub and restaurant 


The Round Up is South Florida's 
number one country western 
nightclub and restaurant 
Wednesday - Sunday 
6 p.m. to 4 am, 
four full-liquor bars seven 
gourmet dinners served all night. 

Keith Anderson (with special guest "The Chase") 

(smash hit singles: "Wild rioiutrs" / "Double XI "> 

Sunday Night April 2nd, 2(l(Ht 
The tickets tire $12 in . Idvance SI5 Day of SJjonf 
Boon? Open at bpm Showtime 9pm 

Dance Lessons 

Wednesday - Advanced Line Dance, 7t30 ptn-S:30 pm 
Thursday - Ahvuys Two-Step, 8 pm - 9 pm 
Beginners Line Dance Lessons, 7 pm - S pm 
Friday - Intermediate Line Dance f 7:30 pm - 8:30 pm 
Saturday - Line Dance Lessons, 7 pm - 8 pm 
Couples Dance Lessons , S pm 9 pm 
Sunday - Beginner Line. Dance lessons - 7 pm - 9 pm 

With good food, great music, a targe dance floor, the best entertainment, 
fho most outrageous drink specials, and rooms packed M of beautiful 
people, a good time is a sure thing at The World Famous Round Up” 

The Round Up is located at: 

9020 W. State Road 84 
Davie, Florida 33324. 

(Southwest Corner of 1-595 and Pine Island Road in the Pine Tsland Plaza) 
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February 24, 2006 


The Healthy Senior 


By Fred Cicetti 

[Editor s Note: Fred Cietti is a syndicated colum- 
nist who writes about issues concering senior citi- 
zens ’ health. The opinions he expressed are his 
own. If you would like to ask a question, please 
write fredcicetti@gmail.com. All Rights Reserved 
© 2006 by Fred Cicetti] 

Q. I heard a comedian make a refer- 
ence to “shingles” as if there was something 
funny about them. I had shingles and I didn’t 
find any humor in the experience. Am I miss- 
ing something? 

Shingles is a painful skin disease caused 
by the chickenpox vims awakening from a dor- 
mant state to attack your body again. Some peo- 
ple report fever and weakness when the disease 
starts. Within two to three days, a red, blotchy 
rash develops. The rash empts into small blisters 
that look like chickenpox. And it’s very painful. 

Does this sound funny? I don’t think 

so.... 

Anyone who has had chicken-pox can 
get shingles. Half of all Americans will get shin- 
gles by the time they are 80. Shingles occurs in 
people of all ages, but it is most common in peo- 
ple between 60 and 80. Each year, about 600,000 
Americans are diagnosed with shingles. 

The vims that causes chickenpox and 
shingles remains in your body for life. It stays 
inactive until a period when your immunity is 
down. And, when you’re older, your defenses 
ain’t what they used to be. The inactive vims rests 
in nerve cells near the spine. When it reactivates, 
it follows a single nerve path to the skin. 

The shingles rash helps with its diagno- 
sis; the rash empts in a belt-like pattern on only 
one side of the body, or it appears on one side of 
the face. It usually begins as a patch of red dots 
which become blisters. 

Physicians treat shingles with antiviral 
and pain medications. The antivirals don’t cure 
shingles, but they weaken the vims, reduce the 


pain and accelerate healing. The antiviral medica- 
tions work faster if they are started early-within 
72 hours from the appearance of the rash. The 
disease’s name comes from the Latin word cingu- 
lum, which means belt. The vims that causes 
shingles is varicella-zoster, which combines the 
Latin word for little pox with the Greek word for 
girdle. In Italy, shingles is often called St. 
Anthony’s fire. 

If you have had chickenpox, shingles is 
not contagious. If you have never had chicken- 
pox, you can catch the vims from contacting the 
fluid in shingles blisters. However, you will not 
get shingles, but you could get chickenpox. 

The pain of shingles can be severe. If it 
is strong and lasts for months or years, it is called 
postherpetic neuralgia. Persistent pain is a com- 
mon symptom in people over 60. However, most 
victims of shingles overcome their symptoms in 
about a month. And the odds are against them 
getting shingles again. 

Outbreaks that start on the face or eyes 
can cause vision or hearing problems. Even per- 
manent blindness can result if the cornea of the 
eye is affected. In patients with immune deficien- 
cy, the rash can be much more extensive than 
usual and the illness can be complicated by pneu- 
monia. These cases, while more serious, are 
rarely fatal. 

Researchers at the National Institutes of 
Health are now working on a shingles vaccine to 
prevent the disease in people who have already 
had chickenpox. It is designed to boost the 
immune system and protect older adults from 
shingles later on. 

The vaccine is basically a stronger ver- 
sion of the chickenpox shot, which became avail- 
able in 1995. The chickenpox shot prevents 
chickenpox in 70 to 90 percent of those vaccinat- 
ed, and 95 percent of the rest have only mild 
symptoms. Millions of children and adults have 
already received the chickenpox shot. 



Your Area's #1 Gift Basket And 
Moral Connection Since 1 993 

★ 


Gourmet And Specialty Gifts 

GWJKJMFT aFI.ICH‘ra...CfHJKMFT RA5KFT5 AND CfXlFHFS 

£ LGJiAL EXPRESSIONS tRLSH FLOWLRS 

INDULGENCE BODY CARF PRODUCTS 

PRLOUUS MGMfcNI HAH V AND MUM PKOUUCl 5 

WITH SYMPATHY, FLORAL { GOURMFT 

MOVING IN.. .WFFCOMF GIFTS 

YOUR BUSINLSS LMAGL„. ...COSPORATt GIFTS 

★ 


Gourmet Gift Bankers 
And Goodies 



954 - 921-6200 

2701 Hollywood Blvd. 
Hollywood, PL 

www . h on ray ssfrnmho llywood.com 


Lpcal Delivery to 
Urowjid & Dade CuunLy 
Wire* SRiYErs. W& Ship Anywhere* In Thfi LJI^A 
LttsL MifPuLi: Ordure All Majui CrodiL Cards? 



1 Oth Annual Junior Cypress 
Rodeo & Cattle Drive 

March 25, 2006 - Big Cypress Reservation 


STou musi register to 
Htdcipai e! 

rtcgisinmaD ii from 7 a.m - 9 &.m 
3 Bilik Swamp Safari 

fee; #25.00 

xt. person 

JREAKFASX IS INCLUDED 


B&r-B-Que Dinner will be @ 4:00 p.m. 


Honorary Trail Boss 
JIMMY SMITH 



Curie Dmc starts @ 10 a.m, sharp at 
the end of West Boundary Road and 
finishes at the Junior Cypress Rodeo 
Arena 




Pfesemed By: 

The Cattlemen’s Assoeiarion 
Qgankers; 

Paul Bowers Sr 
Richard Bowers Jr. 

Moses Jumper Jr. 



Eastern Indian 
Rodeo Association 


Located @ the; 
Junior Cypress Arena 
Special Events @ 6p,m. 
All Indian Rodeo @ 8 p.m. 



For More Information 
contact the 
Big Cypress Cattle at 
Range Office 
(863) 983-4141 

AU Vendors 



Seminole Health Department 


Front Row: Anna Puente, Doris Nicholas-Mir, Dorothy Tommie, Amber Giehtbrock, Edna McDuffie, Les 
Gopher Jr., Lalani Gopher, Kristen Duda, Marty Duda and Jamie Schevis Back Row: Les Gopher, Harley 
Roberts, Betty Tigertail-Roberts, Hillary Denerstien, Tina Mennella, Linda McCarthy, Lawanna Niles, 
Charlotte Porcaro, Wanda Bowers, Donelda Mercer, Tracy DeLaRosa and Magada Ayala. 


American Diabetes 
Association’s Walk for Diabetes 

Team Seminole does it again! 



Seminole Health Department 

Team Seminole proudly displays its walk 
banner. 


Submitted by the Seminole Health 
Department 

FT. LAUDERDALE, FL — For 

the fourth year in a row Team Seminole, 
comprised of Tribal citizens, community 
members and employees, has participated 
in the American Diabetes Association’s 
Walk for Diabetes at the Bank Atlantic 
Center on Feb. 4. 

Though the heavy rains had 
rolled in that very morning, it did not 
deter the 24 individuals of Team Seminole 
who were determined to walk and raise 
awareness for diabetes research. Many 
members of the team were walking for 
family members and friends who have the 
disease or who lost a loved one to dia- 
betes. 



Seminole Health Department 



Team Seminole members took 
part in all the day’s festivities including a 
high energy warm up, the 3.2 mile walk, 
photos with nationally syndicated TV per- 


Harley Roberts and Betty Tigertail-Roberts finish the walk 
with smiles. 

sonality Mr. Food and a health fair with more than 20 

vendors and health organi- 
zations. 

Lead by Edna 
McDuffie, Team Seminole 
participates in many 
national walks, including 
the Walk for Diabetes, the 
American Heart 
Association’s Heart Walk, 
the American Cancer 
Society’s Breast Cancer 
Walk and Walk America 
for the March of Dimes. 

If you are inter- 
ested in beginning a walk- 
ing program or learning 
more about the events that 
Team Seminole takes part 
in, please contact your 
reservation’s health educa- 
tor. Big Cypress, 

Brighton, Hollywood and 
Immokalee all offer week- 
ly or monthly walks. 


Seminole Health Department 

Team Seminole stops for a photo op with TV’s Mr. Food. 


Criminal Defense 



4 

DUI 

VOP 

Felony & Misdemeanor 
Domestic Violence 
Family Law 
Child Support 
Traffic Tickets 

4 

606 WES'i SuGakland Hwy. 
Ci fwistqn, Florida 

* 


The Law Office of 

Joseph “‘Jody” M. Hendry, II 


863-98 3-LAWS (5297) 
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Josh Cypress (top) Lacey Jordan (right) 


Rez Hosts 2nd Annual Diabetes 


By Tony Heard 

HOLLWOOD — The Seminole Tribe of 
Florida’s Health department conducted their 2nd 
Annual diabetes carnival, on January 3 1 . 

Merging with Recreation and Family Services, it 
was a night of fun, health food, games, moder- 
ate exercise, and knowledge on diabetes. 

Health Education Coordinator Brenda 
Bordogna and Nutrition Coordinator Cari 
Saldin did a great job arranging many activi- 
ties that would attract all ages to come and 
participate. 

Everyone from the Health depart- 
ment did a great job having health food for 
everyone to eat and having great prizes to 
be distributed to those who played games. 
Big Cypress, Health department sent a few 
of their own to travel down to help with 
the event. 

Sporting games such as basketball, 
bowling, and football throw, golf and 
archery were fun for all. Carnival games 
like bobbing for apples and a bean bag 
toss, which also combined with the educa- 
tional games like health lucky duck and 
shooting down junk food. These games 
were fun but also provided questions and 
answers about diabetes prevention and 
exercises. All games had prizes, but 
everyone who participated got a prize 
even if they came up a little short on 
winning. 

Some of the more popular 
activities were the horse drawn hayride, 
the rock clinging wall, and the bounce 
houses. But I think everyone at the car- 
nival had one or two throws at the tar- 
get on the popular dunk tank. 

The Seminole 
Police Department 
helped out by having a 
couple different officers 
dangle in the tank. The 
team effort among 
departments was a suc- 
cess considering the 
date for this event had 
been pushed back many 
times due to the hurri- 
canes. 

The whole 

basis behind having the 
carnival is of course to 
have tons of fun, but 
also focus on providing 
knowledge on the pre- 
vention of diabetes to 
youth and adults. Also, to 
encourage more physical 
activities that families can 
do together. 

Only those who 
registered were counted in 
the final tally on how 
many participants came to 
the carnival. The total 
maxed at 76 Tribal citi- 
zens, community members 
and employees who came 
and enjoyed the festivities. 
The sack race 

alone brought 32 brave par- 
ticipants, which was very 
exciting to watch adults and 
youth compete to see who 
crossed the finish line first. 
The egg scramble event 
drew a crowd of 45. 

When asked how 
the carnival went 

Tony Heard Bordogna said: “I felt it 
went good considering 


Francisco Rodriguez 


Lucky Duck Game 


Jeremy Harrison 


Tony Heard 


Carnival 


Tony Heard 


items to be raffled 
off were a beautiful 
Seminole doll, 
donated by hot 
meals, and two 
bicycles with hel- 
mets, donated by 
the Health depart- 
ment. 

Once all 
the raffle ticket 
stubs were collect- 
ed Battiest and 
Bordogna pulled 
the winning tickets. 
The first thing that 
was raffled off was 
the Seminole doll 
which was won by 
Francisco 
Rodriguez. Coral 
Battiest won the 
first bike that was 
raffled off and 
Justin Frank won 
the second bike. 


Tony Heard 


the date was pushed 
back from November. 
Walking around the 
whole time it looked 
like everyone who 
came had a really 
good time. The 
amount of people 
who came out was 
good considering 
there were other 
things going on that 
night. I can’t wait to 
do it again next year.” 

With Junior 
Battiest controlling 
the music and 
announcements, 
everyone present was 
kept well informed 
and aware of activi- 
ties. Some of the 
game prizes were raf- 
fle tickets for the raf- 
fle that would take 
place at the conclu- 
sion of the event. The 



Tony Heard 

Justin Frank (left) Coral Battiest (right) 



Tony Heard 

Tony Roberts points out the spleen 



Joe Collins with Chloe Smith 


Tony Heard 


DEPARTMENT STORE NAME BRANDS 



Clothing, Shoes, Purses, Housewares, Electronics, 
Knives, Sunglasses, Costume Jewelry 



50 % OFF 

EVERYTHING 
IN THE STORE! 

'or more with ad. 

II EA MARKET THRIFT 

6714 Stirling Road 

954 - 964-3244 


Located in the Stirling Plaza Shopping Center 


The police know your rights - do you? 
Call my office for a free consultation 

Richard Castillo 

954-522-3500 

24 HOURS A DAY 


For fifteen years i have protected rights 

LIKE YOURS. MY OFFICE DEFENDS DUl'S, DRUG 
OFFENSES, SUSPENDED LICENSE, DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE, AND ALL FELONIES AND MISDEMEANORS- 


The hiring etF an attorney is an important dedsior tha* should not be hssed solely 
upon nrUvertiF^ment. Hicham as b Public Deiander in Broward 

CounLv Tram 1930- 1936 iiud bus Uuan in prvute pruulicu Tor rraire yuarck 
If- 1 3^3 ha was volec Ehe Tria Attorney of the year. Ha graduated Cram 
Capital University In 1309 ^drained tn 1 be Flixda B^r In 1330, 

Feceral Bar in 13&2, ana: the Federal Tria- Bar in 1934 
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Seminole Children’s Dental Health Month 2006 


Know the ABCs of Diabetes and Heart Disease 


Submitted by the Seminole Dental Program 

February is Seminole Children’s Dental 
Health Month. In honor and celebration, the Seminole 
Dental Program will be sponsoring a Dental Activities 
Contest. Beginning on Feb. 6, children will be asked 
to complete one dental themed activity per week. 

Children completing each week’s activity 
will receive a dental trading card with an oral health 
message. At the end of the week of Feb. 26, all chil- 
dren that have received all 4 trading cards will be eli- 
gible for the Grand Prize drawing. 

And of course, it wouldn’t be Seminole 
Children’s Dental Health Month without the poster 
contest! Creating the posters will be one of the activi- 
ties for a trading card, but extra poster paper will be 
available at the four Health Centers for those children 
who wish only to participate in poster contest. 

Remember: A healthy smile is something to 

cheer! 


The dental activities contest will 
take place at the following locations: 

Big Cypress: Big Cypress 
Community Center - (863) 983-7800 
Brighton: TBA 
Ft. Pierce: Contact Emma 
Johns Brown- (772) 467-2454 

Hollywood: Boys & Girls Club 
-(954)410-0967 

Immokalee: TBA 
Naples: Contact Christine Zack 
-(239) 352 -1411 

Tampa: TBA 


"efc'uary is National Children's Dcital HcalLh Marlli 


4 Stealthy smitete^ 
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February is Heart Health Month 

Submitted by the Seminole Health Department Someone watching their blood pressure can 


Diabetes is a disease that affects a person’s 
blood sugar levels. Many times a diabetic patient will 
say their sugar is high or that they are really sweet 
today. Unfortunately, high blood sugars can be silent 
and very dangerous. 

The high levels of glucose, or sugar, in the 
blood vessels tend to make these vessels sticky. This 
makes the job of moving blood throughout the body 
more difficult for the heart. The good news is that 
diabetics can fight back. 

Knowledge is the key to preventing heart 
disease. People can keep their heart healthy by learn- 
ing and controlling the ABCs of diabetes. 

A is for A 1C. This is a blood test that is per- 
formed in the Seminole Health department every 
three months on a diabetic patient. This simple labo- 
ratory test can tell the physician and diabetes manage- 
ment team what your average blood sugar has been 
for the last 90 days. The goal is to have and A1C of 
less than seven. 

B is for blood pressure. A diabetic’s blood 
pressure should be lower than 130/80. Having exces- 
sive pressure in the blood vessels makes the heart 
work too hard. 


take the following measures: try to be more physical- 
ly active. Walking at least 30 minutes a day can help 
lower blood pressure. Also, try to cut back on salt 
intake and lose weight if necessary. By losing only 
five to 10 pounds, blood pressure and the risk of long 
term problems will decrease. 

C is for cholesterol. Cholesterol is tested in a 
laboratory along with other blood lipids such as 
triglycerides. These tests are completed at the same 
time as the A1C test. In general, cholesterol should be 
less than 200 and triglycerides less than 150. These 
lipids can build up and clog blood vessels. The 
blocked vessels increase the strain on the heart. 

Eating foods that are low in fat and increasing physi- 
cal activities will help reduce cholesterol level. 

Learning and utilizing the ABCs of diabetes 
can help improve heart health. The Seminole Health 
department is celebrating Heart Health Month in 
February. Please join in and make a pledge to manage 
diabetes and improve heart health. 

For further information regarding diabetes 
management call your local Seminole Health depart- 
ment. Ask to speak with the dietitian and health edu- 
cator. Remember-Together we can manage diabetes. 


Important Medicare Information 


Submitted by Connie Whidden, Health Director 

Medicare is a health insurance program for 
people age 65 or older, people under age 65 with cer- 
tain disabilities and people of all ages with End- Stage 
Renal Disease, or permanent kidney failure requiring 
dialysis or a kidney transplant. 

Medicare offers three types of coverage: 

Part A 

Hospital insurance - Part A is usually free 
since people or their spouses have already paid for it 
through their payroll taxes while working. 

Part B 

Medical insurance - There is a premium for 
Part B. The Seminole Tribe of Florida pays the premi- 
ums for Tribal Members or reimburses Tribal 
Members for the premiums that are deducted from 
their Social Security benefit checks. 

Part D 

Prescription drug coverage - There is a pre- 
mium for Part D. The Seminole Tribe of Florida 
Health Department is currently recommending that 
Tribal Members not enroll in Medicare Part D. 
Medicare Part D would not be beneficial to Members 
since prescriptions are covered by the Seminole Tribe 
of Florida Member Health Plan. 

The Seminole Tribe of Florida’s Health 
department encourages all Tribal citizens to apply for 
Medicare Parts A and B when they become eligible to 
do so. Someone from the Health department will be 
contacting Tribal citizens prior to their 65th birthday 
to assist them in applying for Medicare. Medicare 
enrollment will be completed by someone from the 
Seminole Health department on the internet or on the 
telephone with a Medicare representative. 

Tribal citizens should contact the medical 
social worker at their health clinic if they turn 65 and 
have not been contacted by the Health department 


staff. It is very important to enroll in the initial enroll- 
ment period, which is the three months prior to the 
Tribal citizen’s 65th birthday, the birthday month, and 
the three months after the 65th birthday. 

However, if the initial enrollment period is 
missed, the person may enroll with an increased pre- 
mium in the general enrollment period, which is 
January, February and March of each year. 

If a Tribal citizen becomes eligible for 
Medicare for a reason other than turning 65, please 
contact the medical social worker at one of the 
Seminole health clinics for assistance in applying for 
Medicare. 

When Medicare becomes effective, please 
inform medical providers prior to receiving health 
services that Medicare will be the primary insurance 
coverage. The Seminole Tribe of Florida Member 
Health Plan will pay secondary. 

Prescription drugs will still be obtained from 
the Seminole Pharmacy on the Hollywood reservation 
or at a Pharmacy Services Group (PSG) participating 
pharmacy such as Walgreens or CVS using the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida Member Health Plan. 

In order for the Seminole Health department 
to begin paying a Tribal citizen’s Medicare Part B 
premium or reimbursing the person for the premium, 
the Health Department will need a copy of the Tribal 
citizen’s Medicare card and or a copy of the premium 
bill. Therefore, as soon as a card or bill is received, it 
should be brought into one of the Seminole health 
clinics so that a copy can be made for our records. 

In addition, any correspondence that a Tribal 
citizen receives from Centers for Medicare & 
Medicaid Services or Medicare should be forwarded 
to their Seminole health clinic so that we can better 
manage the payment of Part B premiums and the 
coordination of benefits. 
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Immokalee Community Anti-Drug March 


By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — Residents of the 
Immokalee community joined forces on the afternoon 
of Feb. 3 with one goal in mind-impact the need for a 
drug free community. 

Immokalee Family Services Representative 
Cathrine Robinson organized the community anti-drug 
march and dinner with 
the assistance of her co- 
workers, sponsors and 
numerous other depart- 
ments. 

Children return- 
ing from school at 3 
p.m. were greeted by 
Victor Billie and Marie 
Asencio in from of the 
gym, where they had set 
up a table for cultural 
activities. With their 
assistance the youngsters 
turned bars of soap into 
small carved sculptures. 

Family Services offered 
a special thank you to 
Victor Billie for working 
so diligently with the 
children regarding the 
cultural activities. 

By 4 p.m. a 

group of approximately 
35 people had gathered 
in front of the gym. 

Recreation’s Gary 
Mclnturff addressed the 
assembly and thanked 
everyone for their participation. 

“This is your home and today we are a group 
of one walking through our community in support of 
one objective-a drug free atmosphere in which to live 
and raise our children,” he said. “Many of us have 
known the dark times and are in recovery. Today we 


support their effort and offer them encouragement. 
There is a quote, ‘It takes a village to raise a child’ 
and we are here to let the children of our community 
know that we care.’ ” 

Seniors Mary Sanchez on her bicycle and 
Louise Motlow in her wheelchair joined Cathrine 


Robinson in leading the march out into the communi- 
ty. They were quickly joined by Agnes Cypress, 
Delores Jumper and Elaine Aguilar. 

Immokalee Council Liaison Ralph Sanchez, 
Board Liaison Raymond Garza, Immokalee Education 


Director Norita Yzaguirre, Preschool Manager 
Michelle Ford and Recreation Director Allen 
Mclnturff were scattered throughout the crowd offer- 
ing encourage and assisting the children with their 
posters and banners. 

Taking a megaphone in hand, Nutritionist 


Charlotte Porcaro led the marchers in anti-drug slo- 
gans and chants. The enthusiasm of the group was 
contagious and as they passed through the streets, 
they were joined by residents who came forth from 
their homes. 

Even the dogs wanted to participate. 

Seminole Police Department’s Laura Herran and some 
of her co-workers partici- 
pated in the march and held 
traffic on the main road for 
the group to pass. Marchers 
ranged in age from less than 
a year to over seventy 
years. By the time they 
returned to the gym, the 
group had nearly doubled in 
size. 

Upon entering the 
gym, Cathrine Robinson 
offered opening remarks, 

“In the year since coming to 
your community, I have 
seen tremendous growth 
and change. Addiction and 
despair were languishing in 
the dark hollows of your 
community. Substance 
abuse has an impact on 
crime and disease. 

Wherever it exists, it is a 
family and community 
problem. You have all 
worked together to bring 
light into these comers and 
offered the support neces- 
sary to make a difference.” 
Taking the microphone, Board 
Representative Raymond Garza, expressed his pleas- 
ure in the wonderhil participation. After giving a brief 
glimpse into his own background, he explained his 
position in the community. 

“While I would gladly support the efforts of 
anyone attempting to overcome 
alcohol or dmg addiction, I can 
not get involved in domestic 
matters,” he said. “Abuse and 
politics can not mix and by my 
intervening, the situation would 
become political and hurt the 
family rather than be beneficial. 
On the other hand, I was 
extremely pleased when 
Cathrine approached me about 
the dmg march and am very sup- 
portive of this event. Don’t let 
our young people be driven 
away or stolen from their homes 
by addiction.” 

Immokalee Council 
Liaison Ralph Sanchez said, 

“All the departments of the 
Seminole Tribe are 100 percent 
against dmgs. Dmgs are never 
the easy road, when you come 
down the problems are not only 
still there, but have increased. 
Every one of us have a lot to 
live for and are a valuable part 
of this community.” 

Nutritionist Charlotte 
Porcaro congratulated everyone 
in recovery. “I would like to take this opportunity to 
explain to you the negative nutritional impact that 
dmgs and alcohol have upon your bodies. They speed 
up or slow down your metabolism, lead to malnutri- 
tion, liver disease and diabetes.” 

Going into great detail, she offered the basic 
facts concerning the negative 
effects created upon our bodies 
by addiction and the -irreversible 
damage they can cause. 

Community member 
Raynaldo Yzaguirre came forth 
and offered a heartfelt testimony. 

“This community 
means a lot to me and I want to 
give back to it. I have been 
down that long road to addiction 
and you didn’t give up on me. I 
was a kid all my life and would- 
n’t accept responsibility for my 
actions. Coaching baseball, I 
was a role model to the young- 
sters and threw it all away on 
alcohol and dmgs. Finally I got 
into the program. My addiction 
will always be with me, but with 
the 12 Steps, the Bible and God, 

I can kick it out of my life. I 
pray to God each day to help me 
hold up my shield in defense. 
Now I can be a dad again with 
God before me one day at a 
time.” 

Allen Mclnturff said, 

“I want to commend Ray. It takes a lot to stand up and 
pray for help. When you are on dmgs, you are selfish 
and refuse to accept responsibility. I know because I 
have been there. Without Elaine to get me in rehab 
and my mom’s faith in me, I could never have made it 
this far. If you need help, go to 
your elders they will give you 
the faith and support you need to 
work the miracle that is neces- 
sary for sobriety. We have so 
much help in our community: 
Family Services, Church, Indian 
Medicine, AA and numerous 
support groups. You are not 
alone.” 

A quiet spiritual man, 
Victor Frank, shared the agony 
of his addiction and celebrated 
14 years of recovery. 

“A life of addiction 
takes many roads. Emotion, peer 
pressure, boredom and curiosity 
are just a few. Dmgs stunt your 
emotional growth and make it 
impossible for you to overcome 
your problems. If you are moti- 
vated by curiosity, look at me,” 
Frank said. 

Holding up his notes, 
he said: “Because of dmgs, I 
have to write everything down. 
Don’t be misled. If your friends 
are addicted, you will be also. When I had money, I 
had a world of friends, but when I was broke, they 
were no where around.” 

Driving his message home, he quoted several 
appropriate Biblical passages before saying, “Look at 
those who do dmgs, a picture is worth a thousand 



Judy Weeks 


Destiny Jimmie was one of several youngsters car- 
rying the Anti-Drug message in her community. 



Judy Weeks 

Little Jaila Yzaguirre saved on shoe leather as she accompanied her 
mother, Jaime and Grandma Norita Yzaguirre 



Judy Weeks 


Victor Billie and Maria Asencio used soad to teach the youngsters how 
to carve. 



Judy Weeks 

(L-R) Mary Sanchez and Louise Motlow took the lead in the Anti-Drug 
March. 



Judy Weeks 


The Immokalee Anti-Drug march drew a considerable crowd. 


words. Look at those who don’t do dmgs, they are 
warriors. Unselfish fighters who are not afraid to 
show they care. I commend everyone in recovery. 
Never look down on anyone.” 

Family Services Director Helene Buster 
thanked everyone for their heartfelt words and partici- 
pation in the day’s activities. Using portions of her 
past, she made a connection with the residents of the 
community. 

“Every day I ask God to help me make it 
through the day,” Buster said. “Twelve Steps doesn’t 
promise that our problems will go away. Life is life. 
The program promises that we will be able to handle 
life. Leam to love yourself and discover who you are. 
Soon you will be able to look in the mirror. We must 
not be the unconquered Seminoles being killed by 
their own hands. We must relearn to handle our lives. 
AA is not a job, it is a way of life and everyday is a 
blessing.” 

Andy Buster pointed out that it takes two to 
make a difference, because you will need someone for 
support and reassurance. 

“Life is a good journey, but we need to learn 
self-discipline,” he said. “Draw on God for the 
strength you need to carry on.” 

Following these phenomenal speakers, a buf- 
fet supper was served. Mark Arriaga and Carolyn 
Louis entertained the gathering with some fabulous 
dance routines as a climax to a very successful 
evening. 

The community was very grateful to the 
sponsors, Moses Osceola, Ralph Sanchez, Allen and 
Gary Mclnturff. 

In closing Cathrine Robinson said: “I want to 
thank you all for your participation and support of the 
Immokalee Community Anti-Drug March. I am sure 
that we all agree that the heartfelt experiences shared 
here this evening reflected courage, strength, faith 
and hope. Both the challenges and victories of recov- 
ery certainly resonated though our community 



Judy Weeks 

Agnes Cypress joined the Immokalee community in 
its Anti-Drug march. 


HAVE YOU BEEN INJURED? 


Automobile Accidents 
Medical Negligence 
Nursing Home Abuse/ 
Neglect 
Slip & Falls 


As a Native American, 1 respect your 
special needs and concerns, if you or 
a family member have been injured, 
please call for a free, confidential 
consultation. No fee unless mon^ 
recovered. We will work to protect 
your legal rights. 

30 years of trial experience 

The Law Offices of 
Collier & Scalcsc 
(954) 436-6200 

4 99 MW. 70 Avc, Suite 106, Plantation, Florida 33317 

The hiring of a lawyer Is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. 

Before you decide, ask us to send you free written Information about our qualifications and cxperienec. 



Tribal Member Pueblo of Isleta 
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Family Services Honors Foster Parents 


By Eric Bricker, Family Services 

BIG CYPRESS — On Jan. 25 the 
Family Services department hosted the first annual 
“Preservation of the Seminole Family 
Celebration” at the community center in Big 
Cypress. The purpose of the event was to honor 
those Tribal citizens who have taken on the 
incredible responsibility of becoming foster par- 
ents. 

Family Services foster care team staff: 
Kristi Hill-Polk of Big Cypress, Kerry Lanier of 
Brighton, Marie Asencio of Immokalee and 
Beverly Davis of Hollywood, all worked diligent- 
ly during the past two months to prepare to bring 
this Tribal-wide event to life. 

Family Services foster care program 
administrator and Seminole Tribal citizen 
Theodore Nelson said: “We want these members 
of our community to know how much we value 
what they do for the Tribe.” 

Nelson, who is a licensed clinical social 
worker, has faced many challenges in developing 
the Tribe’s foster care system. For the past two 
years Nelson and his team have worked tirelessly 
to help Family Services overcome some of the 
stigma associated with the task of child placement 
and painful memories of the past. 

He said he believes that 
in order to forge partnerships 
with the community, Family 
Services must consistently 
show support for the foster 
parents, and recognize them 
for what they have contributed 
to the welfare of the Tribe. 

“This event is about 
showing our appreciation, and 
it’s also about recruitment 
and retention of foster 
parents,” he said. 

The availability 
of foster parents within the 
Tribe is what makes it 
possible to keep a child 
within the Tribe when 
that child is 
removed 
from his or 
her home. 

Families 
willing to 
open up 
their 
homes to 
foster chil- 
dren are always 

in demand. 

The ceremony was emceed by Family 
Services’ resident motivational speaker and 
Mental Health Counselor Basil Phillips. Kristi 
Hill-Polk, also of Family Services, opened the cer- 
emony with an informative power point presenta- 
tion on the vital role of Tribal citizens in the foster 
care system. 

Brighton Family Services Site Supervisor 
Doctor Pamela Martin shared her experiences as a 
foster parent in Canada and England. Martin also 
offered some helpful hints to the foster parents in 
the audience, as well as her appreciation for their 
efforts and willingness to take on the awesome 
responsibility of caring for these Tribal children 
while their biological parents are unable to care 
for them. 

Dr Martin was sure to remind the audi- 
ence that she teaches parenting classes in Brighton 
for foster parents and non-foster parents alike. 
Martin urged members of the audience to partici- 
pate. 

Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc. President 
Moses Osceola also spoke about the importance of 
Tribal foster parents. 

“The children are what’s most impor- 
tant,” he said. 

Osceola went on to speak about some of 
the political elements of foster care, particularly, 
that mainstream society provides more support for 
non-Native foster care parents than it does for 
Tribal Citizens. 

He said: “We are developing our own 
family court so that we can decide how these 
issues are handled.” 

Osceola also expressed his gratitude to 
the foster parents and Family Services for the 
work that has been done to meet the needs of the 
Tribe’s foster children. 



“The system isn’t perfect but I know that 
they are working at making it better,” 

Seminole Preschool Director Leona T. 
Williams gave an impassioned and heartfelt testi- 
monial about her experiences as a foster parent. 

“You love them like they’re your own, 
and it breaks your heart when you have to let 
them go,” she said. 

Williams shared her emotional ties to the 
children that she has foster-parented, saying her 
former foster daughter “still calls me ‘Mommy’ ” 
and her former foster son calls Williams his “other 
mom.” 

Preschool Social Services Coordinator 
Sandi Fike spoke about her experiences as a 
Native American dealing with the state child wel- 
fare system in the past. 

“They would come and take a child from 
the home for any reason,” she said. 

Fike went on to discuss her passion for 
working with children in the preschool and offered 
some very helpful tips to the parents in the audi- 
ence. 

“Be firm but fair, and always discipline 
in private, she said.” 

Language Coordinator for the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida Culture Department Josephine 
Motlow North offered a very valuable 
cultural perspective to the issue of fos- 
ter care. North spoke about her own 
experience as a child who was in 
foster care with relatives for a peri- 
od of time. 

“Back then it wasn’t 
because of drugs and alcohol, 
she said. “It was because we 
were poor.” 

North went on to 
explain that historically, car- 
ing for the children of parents 
who were unable to care for 
their own children, has always 
been the Seminole way. North 
sites one example of a camp 

I w where the children were 
J orphaned 

II because the 

adults got sick 
and died. 

■§ W g rou P of 

f q m adults from 

another 
camp stum- 
bled upon 
the children, and 
observed that 
they had been 
orphaned. Without question, these 
adults took the children back to their own 
camp and raised them as their own. 

These were people of modest means who 
never even considered the toll of the sacrifice that 
they would endure as a result of taking on the task 
of raising someone else’s children. They shared 
what they had because it was in their hearts to do 
such things. 

One of the highlights of the evening’s 
festivities was a performance by the Brighton 
Boys Band (BBB) featuring Dewell Johns, Clint 
Bowers and Troy Billie. BBB was joined on stage 
by Hollywood reservation rock band Hybiscus, 
featuring up and coming singer-song writer RC 
North and his father Robert C. North Sr. 

The elder North is also the director of 
development and operations for the Hollywood 
Boys & Girls Club. Family Services staff, Eric 
Bricker and Basil Phillips also joined the band on 
stage for two brief sets. In addition, Tribal Youth 
Alexis Aguilar took the stage for a question and 
answer period. 

Phillips of Family Services said: “We 
wanted the children to play significant role in the 
event because a lot of this is about them.” 

As far as the foster parents are con- 
cerned, most of us would all agree that enough 
cannot be said about them. Without the quiet sac- 
rifices of these guardian angels, there would sim- 
ply be nowhere within the Tribe to place these 
children who so desperately need a loving home. 

Those interested in becoming a foster 
parent should contact Foster Care Program 
Administrator Theodore Nelson at (954) 965- 
1314. 


Dear Counselor, 

Why do some 
people drink alcohol and 
nothing happens and 
other folks drink alcohol 
and get addicted? 

Signed, 

Anonymous 
Recovery 

Dear Anonymous 
Recovery, 

Addiction to 
alcohol is a physiologi- 
cal addiction that 
becomes a psychological 
addiction. The reason a 
person uses alcohol in 
the first place is due to 
a desire to have the 
euphoric feeling, or a 
sense of well being. 

Some people 
are more prone to 
addiction than others 
because their brain pro- 
duces a drug, called 
THIQ, which is more 
addictive than mor- 
phine. It never dissi- 
pates and stays inside 
the membrane that 
envelopes the brain. 

By itself it is harmless, but when alcohol 
is ingested, it causes a vicious cycle of wanting 
and needing more. In Alcoholics Anonymous, or 
AA, they say one is too many and a thousand 
never enough. 

A person who is not an alcoholic doesn’t 
have this problem. However, injecting THIQ 
into a non-alcoholic’s brain would subsequently 
turn them into an alcoholic. 


The only way 
to stop alcoholism is 
to stop drinking. A 
prolong period of 
drinking will cause a 
psychological 
dependency, and the 
problem gets worse, 
you get a double 
whammy! If a person 
sees no reason to 
quit, it is a degenera- 
tive sickness and it 
degenerates until the 
person dies. The alco- 
holic can have the 
strongest will totally 
over powered by the 
chemical in the body. 

The answer 
is abstinence. Just 
like any other addic- 
tion, a person must 
control what they 
ingest. Dependence 
means the person 
cannot do without it 
(alcohol) without 
going through some 
behavioral conse- 
quences, withdrawal, 
etc. 

A variety of 
approaches are used in treatment to help a 
patient address the cravings for alcohol. To 
avoid a relapse a program of recovery in AA is 
recommended. Patients learn to control their 
addiction and live relatively normal lives. 

I pray that you remain in recovery, and 
be an example for others to follow. 

Signed, 

Counselor 



Basil Phillips 

MS. Mental Health Counseling 

Letters of interest from the community 

All letters should be sent to 
ASK THE COUNSELOR 
Family Services Department 
3006 Josie Billie Avenue 
Hollywood. FL 33024 
basilpbillips@scmt ribe.com 


Health Dept Offers Tips for a Healthy Heart 


Submitted by the Seminole Health Department 

February is Heart Month and the Seminole 
Health department wants all Tribal citizens to know 
that a healthy heart can easily be achieved through 
small changes in daily behavior. Check out our Best 
Heart Health Check List and our Tips for a Healthy 
Heart to learn ways to take control of your health. 

Best Heart Health Check List: 

Visit Your Clinic - An appointment with 
your doctor will help determine your risk of heart dis- 
ease. Factors such as family and per- 
sonal medical history, lifestyle, blood 
pressure, body mass index, waist-to- 
hip ration, and some basic tests are 
used to determine your level of risk. 

Thorough Medical and 
Family History - Provide your doc- 
tor with a detailed family and med- 
ical history. Knowing who in your 
family may have the same conditions 
can be helpful in figuring out your 
risk as well as what tests you should 
have. 

Be Aware of the Symptoms 

- Early signs of a heart attack in 
women may not be as easy to see as a 
man’s. Some signs can include: 
fatigue, back pain, shortness of 
breath, severe heartburn, chills, nau- 
sea, numbness in one or both arms, 
heart palpitations. See your doctor if 
you experience any of these symp- 
toms. 

Know Your Basic 
Measurements - Routine physical 
exams include blood pressure moni- 
toring, anything higher that 120/80 is 
risky, BMI, or the ratio of weight and 
height and waist-to-hip ratio, the 
waist measurement divided by hip 
measurement. Knowing your meas- 
urements can help you determine 
your risk. 

Must-Do Tests - The fol- 
lowing tests are important to ask for: 
a fasting lipid profile test to measure 
levels of three blood fats including 
LDL, the bad cholesterol forms 
plaque that attaches to blood vessel 
walls, triglycerides, which transport 
fatty acids into your blood and HDL, 
or good cholesterol. 

A fasting blood glucose test reveals your dia- 
betes risk, a major heart disease contributor. A resting 
electrocardiogram or ECG is especially important for 
women older than 40. 

Maintain Your Health - Once your risk fac- 
tor level has been determined, work with your doctor, 
dietitian, and health educator to determine your next 
course of action. 

Fun Tips for a Healthy Heart: 

Eat Your Fruits and Veggies - Trade in 
pepperoni pizza for lower fat veggie pizza and sugary 
cereals for whole grain, higher fiber cereals. 
Blueberries, strawberries, spinach, brussel sprouts, 
broccoli, beets, oranges and red grapes are rich in 
antioxidants which can prevent hardening of the arter- 
ies. See your dietician for healthy eating tips. 


De-stress - You may have stress from work 
and family life. Learn to deal with stress by adopting 
a relaxing routine like going to yoga classes or getting 
manicures. Seek counseling or a support group if 
needed. 

Make physical activity a part of your daily 
routine - try to get at least 30 minutes of exercise 
five days a week. Working out with weights twice a 
week can increase your lean body mass, boost your 
metabolism and prevent weight gain. Try resistance- 


training classes or consult with a personal trainer. 
Always check with your doctor before beginning an 
exercise program. 

Stop Smoking - smoking more than doubles 
your risk of heart disease. 

Avoid Sugar, Salt and Refined Flours - eat 
these in small doses to avoid high cholesterol and 
high blood pressure. 

Socialize/ Form Close Relationships - this 
can lower blood pressure and lower heart disease risk. 
Going to church, volunteering or joining a club are all 
great ways to build healthy relationships. 

Drink Herbal Tea - Caffeine may increase 
stress hormone levels and take a toll on your heart. 
Trade in your morning cup of coffee for an antioxi- 
dant rich, lower caffeine cup of herbal tea. 




4101 Davie Rd. Ext. 
Davie, FL 33024 

954 - 436-9905 

BROWARDMOTORSPOliTSXOM 






The Seminole Tribune 


16 


February 24, 2006 


Grandfather, 

when you talk, I will listen. 

When you teach, I will learn. 
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To get information on keeping your grand children away from 
drugs, call H&OU) 7 BS- 2 &J 0 , 

Or visit our website theantidrug.com. 
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Culture Class in Ft. Pierce 
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IMPORTANT NOTICE: 

Mandatory Animal Registration Drive 

Starting on February 15 , 2006 , the STQF Health Department will be sponsoring a registration 
drive in accordance with the soon to be adopted STOP Animal Control Ordinance. All dogs and 

Cats on reservation must be registered by April 15 , 2006 . Please bring proof of rabies vaccina- 
tion to the office nearest you to obtain a Seminole animal license tag. Animals in need of rabies 
vaccinations will receive a voucher for the upcoming rabies clinic. 

Please be aware that all untagged dogs and cats will be picked up by animal control, 

The drive is to promote a safer environment and improve quality of life for both animals and resi- 
dents 



Please contact the Environmental Health Office if you have any questions: 

954-962-2009 ext 126 or 125 

Locations & Schedule 

Hollywood - Environmental Health Office in Trailer — Mondays — Fridays 9-5 
Big Cypress — Wellness Trailer — Tuesdays & Thursdays 10-3 
Brighton - Environmental Health Office — Monday - Friday 9-5 
Immokalee Medial Clinic — Wednesday & Thursday — 10-3 
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SHOW: March 23, 2006 (Thursday) 

5:30 p.m. 


BUYERS DINNER: March 24, 2006 (Friday) 

5:00 p.m. 


SALE: March 24, 2006 (Friday) 
6:00 p.m. 
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Also on Jan. 28, the three point contest and 
free throw contest were to take place at approximately 
1 p.m. Once the 10 minutes allotted for contestant 
sign up expired the contest began. Each contestant 
had 30 seconds to see how many shot he/she could 


(Canes), and Tony Heard (Sem. Rec.); the women’s 
all-tourney team was: Farren Cypress (Sem. Rec.), 
JoJo Osceola (Sundown), Candace Blackbird 
(Sundown), Celeste King ( Sem. Rec.) and Jackie 
Sanchez (Sundown). 


By Tony Heard 

HOLLYWOOD — It was time again for the 
excitement and intensity of another Marie Billie 
Memorial basketball tournament. This year the tourna- 
ment was held the weekend of Jan. 27-28. This tour- 
nament always brings out those who love to compete 
to be the best. 

The ninth annual boasted seven men’s teams 
and five women’s teams, all ready to battle for the 
title of champion. Unfortunately, there was a death in 
the Panther Clan on Jan. 26 in Big Cypress and many 
were not able to participate in the tournament, but 
there were still plenty athletes who came ready to play 
and have a good time. 

The first few games were forfeits and lop- 
sided wins on the both sides of the bracket. But once 
morning came all the games became more significant 
to all the players, and it showed in the effort that was 
displayed on the court. 

Big Cypress and Trail Kings played an elimi- 
nation game at 5 p.m. that went down to the wire. 

Trail was in control the whole game, and then B.C. 
went on a run and closed the lead to three points late 
in the second half. 

Both teams were moving the ball well on 
offense and playing defense good in spurts. It was in 
the final minute and twenty seconds that Trail buried 
the hopes of B.C. team when a loose ball ended up in 
the hands of “Wild“Bill Osceola in the corner. 

To his surprise there was no one from the 
B.C. team headed his way, so he took the shot and 
connected to put his team up by six with less than a 
minute to go. After a few missed attempts by B.C. , 
Trail passed the ball around until the time ran out and 
moved on to the next round. 


Lila Osceola 

9th Annual Marie Billie womens champions, Sundown. 


make. 

The women 
shot on-one-end end of 
the court while the men 
used to the opposite 
end to try and knock 
down as many long 
range bombs as possi- 
ble. In the end Celeste 
King of Sem. Rec., was 
crowned three point 
champ in a heated com- 
petition that called for 
two tie breaker shoot- 
offs. 

Although there 
was not a tie breaker on 
the men’s side, it was 
still an exciting contest 
with a lot of good 
shooters involved. 
When it came down to 
it, Carlos Adamson 
was crowned the three 


9th Annual Marie Billie Mens champions, Canes. 


point champ. 

The free throw contest is set up where any- 
one who wants to compete gets in line and those who 
make the free throw stay in line; if a contestant miss- 
es, they sit down. The last one standing wins. Simple 
enough right? Wrong. The women’s side came down 
to two women going round and round for about 10 
shots each. The men’s side there was four guys who 
simply refused to miss. 

The women finished first with Celeste King 
taking the honors of being the free throw champ to go 
along with her three point 
championship. As time 
passed going round and 
round, all remaining men 
were not missing any free 
throws. The tournament 
director decided to have the 
men shoot more than one 
shot at a time. 

It got up to three 
shots before two guys 
missed and had to sit down. 
The contest continued with 
the final two going two 
rounds before one missed. 
Making his final three free 
throws to seal the deal 
Tony Heard was crowned 
the men’s free throw 
champ. 

On the women’s 
side of the bracket the Sem. 
Rec. team was put into the 
loser’s bracket at the hands 
of a strong Sundown team. 
Therefore they had to fight 
their way back to get a win 
over a fiery Miccosukee team who wanted a little 
redemption. 

The game was exciting and was looking like 
it was going to come down to the last few seconds. 
Then late in the second half the Sem. Rec. team went 


on a run and opened up a commanding lead that the 
Miccosukee ladies could not overcome. Sem. Rec. 
moved on the face Sundown in the championship 
game. 

The Sem. Rec. Men’s team was put in the 
loser’s bracket by a strong Canes team who has been 
on a good winning streak of late. The additions of 
players from a few different states have given them 
the edge over all Florida teams in the past few tourna- 
ments. 

Nevertheless, the Sem. Rec. 
team had to face the Trail Kings to 
see who would advance to meet the 
Canes in the championship game. 

The game was intense and full of big 
shots from both teams. The Trail 
Kings simply could not get enough 
stops against a Sem. Rec. Team that 
struggled a bit. However, through 
teamwork and great interior defense 
from Charlie Frye the Sem. Rec. 
team pulled it out and headed to 
another match up against the Canes 
in the championship game. 

The championship game on 
the women’s side of the tournament 
was another match-up between the 
Seminole Rec. team and Sundown. 

This time around Sundown seemed 
focused on stopping the high pow- 
ered run and shoot offense of the 
Sem. Rec. ladies. With an up tempo 
game plan of their own, Sundown 
continuously beat the Sem. Rec. 
team down the floor and pounded 
them on the boards. 

This championship game was surprise to 
many that have seen these two teams compete in the 
past. Usually the games are close and come down to 
key defensive stops or big shots toward the end of the 
game. This time around the Sundown team pulled 
away early in the second half and never looked back. 


A convincing win made the Sundown team the 
9th Annual Marie Billie Champions. 

The men’s championship panned out 
almost the same way. The Sem. Rec. team came 
out more in tune and ready to battle a powerful 
Canes team. The game was everything the spec- 
tators have become a custom to seeing when 
these two teams match up. Hard nosed defense, 
big blocks, long range three-pointers, and pre- 
cession passing is what both teams were bring- 
ing to the court. 

The Canes had a four point lead that 
the end of the first half with balanced scoring. 
The Sem. Rec. team wanted to cut the lead and 
take control within the first five minutes of the 
second half, but things did not quite go to plan. 
With hot shooting from the Canes, they came 
out and began the second half on a 12 to two 
run. 

The Sem. Rec. team called a timeout 
to try and regroup but it didn’t seem to help. 

The Canes had more firepower and were on 
top of their game this night. With two minutes 
to go in the game the Canes had a commanding 
1 8 point lead and were ready to knock off the 
defending Marie Billie champs from a year ago. As 
the final horn went off the celebrating began on the 
Canes bench and fans cheered on the 9th Annual 
Marie Billie Men’s Champions. 

Tournament Director Francine Osceola and 
family discussed who should be placed on the men’s 
and women’s all- tournament teams. The men’s all 
tourney was: Shawn Dogherty (Canes), Charlie Frye 
(Sem. Rec.), Amos Huggins (Canes), Julius Willis 


Lila Osceola 

L-R: Celeste King free throw and 3 point champ for women. 
Francine Osceola, tournament director, Carlos Adamson and Tony 
Heard, 3 point and free throw champions, respectively. 





uutet & Entertainment 

Premium Seating For 
All Local & National Events 

Concerts • Sports • Theatre 

For All Events Call: 

^^(305) 444-TIXX (8499) (800) 881-8499 

at: www.preferredultimate.com 

Happy with our Entertainment Service? 
Try our Full Travel Service 

Cruises * Hotels * Airlines 

305-445-6566 or (866)445-6566 
Visit us at: www.preferredultimatetravel.com 


Upcoming Events: 
INXS 

Aerosmith 

Queen 

Willie Nelson 
George Thorogood 
Rolling Stones 
Earth, Wind & Fire 
Toyota Indy 300 
R. Kelly 

Black Eyed Peas 
Kenny Chesney 
Faith Hill /Tim McGraw 
David Copperfield 
Miami Heat 
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Lila Osceola 

The 2006 inductees of the Seminole Sports Hall of Fame. 


* Banquet 

Continued from page 1 

Following the youth recognition ceremonies 
the much anticipated part of the evening came. Bobby 
Bowden was introduced to the stage by 
President/Vice Chairman Moses Osceola. 

“We are proud to be Seminoles,” as Bobby 
Bowden opened up his speech with, as the Seminole 
crowd roared in cheers and happiness,” he said. “I 
wondered if the Seminoles liked us as much as we 
like them?” 



Lila Osceola 


Cheyenne Osceola 


He didn’t even have to ask that question by 
the warm reception that the Seminole Tribe gave him 
when he visited the Hollywood reservation. 

“I am very impressed with the hospitality of 
the tribe and they way you have treated us since we 
stepped off the airplane”, he said. 

The main message that Bobby Bowden 
wanted to give to our youth and everyone in the 
audience was to “get your priorities in order and live 
by them.” He said there are three things that everyone 
should live by. 

“Priority number one: God, priority number 
two family, priority number three other people; serve 
them and help them,” Bowden said. 

There is a Biblical Proverb he said he lives 



Lila Osceola 


David Anderson 


by, that states: “Keep your heart with all diligence 
because out of heart comes issues of life, Proverb 
4:23.” 

“Because everything you do, everything you 
say, keep it clean and keep it honest. Thought origi- 
nates in your heart and becomes a word. Thought 
becomes a word, a word becomes an action, an 
action becomes a habit, and a habit becomes charac- 
ter,” he said. 

Bobby Bowden is a great speaker yet hum- 
ble legend and presents lots of speeches around the 
U.S. and for him to express so much insight to our 
congregation was a great honor. 

After the heartfelt message from this living 
legend, Moses Osceola thanked our guest speakers, 
and brought Moses “Bigg Shot” Jumper Jr. back to 
the stage for the second portion of the presentation. 

Honorary inductees, Raymond Osceola and 
Dawn Snow were inducted into the Hall of Fame. 
Stephen Bowers, Tribal citizen of Hollywood, and 
Tony Sanchez, Tribal citizen of Immokalee were the 
Hall of Fame inductees for this year’s ceremony. 

The families of each inductee were brought 
to the stage to receive their plaques, and to listen as 
“Bigg Shot” read the inscription on their plaques. 



Lila Osceola 

Zack Battiest 
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Hunter Osceola 
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Shelby Osceola 



Lila Osceola 

Brittany-Leah Cox 


Head Coach Bobby Bowden 


By Janice Billie 

HOLLYWOOD — On Feb. 7, the Seminole 
Tribe was honored to welcome Florida State 
University President T.K. Wetherell and Head Coach 
Bobby Bowden to its Tribal Headquarters. 

Coach Bowden was invited to give the 
keynote speech at the Seminole Hall of Fame Sports 
Banquet and Awards Ceremony. President Wetherell 
and his wife Virginia were invited to come down and 
see the headquarters and visit with tribal citizens. 
They were accompanied by Monk Bonasorte, 
Executive Director of the Varsity Club, Michele 
Edmunds, Director FSU Photo Lab, Tom Block, TV 
producer of FSU Headlines and Jay Wirth, Broadcast 
coordinator for Visual & Media Productions 

On the jet ride from Tallahassee to Ft. 
Lauderdale the Seminole Tribune had a chance to 
speak with Coach Bobby Bowden. With records set in 
winnings and championships he is a man who has 
achieved legendary 
status in college foot- 
ball. Bowden 
explains that coach- 
ing football was a 
calling but not his 
main priority. 

The 

Seminole Tribune: 

Coach what were 
your thoughts when 
you received the invi- 
tation to come speak 
to the Seminole youth 
at this year’s 
Seminole Sports Hall 
of Fame ceremonies? 

Bowden: I 
was excited about it. 

Eve always wanted to 
visit the reservation. 

I’ve never been there 
before and I’m look- 
ing forward to it. 

I’ve played golf with 
Max Osceola in 
Orlando and was invited down once before but I 
couldn’t make it until now. We had a good time and I 
remember he is a Miami fan but that’s ok. 

The Seminole Tribune: To be great at any 
job a strong work ethic is not an option. Do you think 
about football night and day? Do you obsess about it? 

Bowden: Well, I don’t think of it night and 
day. Now when you’re young and getting into it 
you’re kind of gung ho and you probably think about 
it more. The older you get the easier it gets to see 
what’s wasted time and what’s not. You tell yourself 
don’t waste your time, do this, this and this. Once 
you’re finished, go home, spend time with the family 
and try it again another day. 

Right now, we just finished the season, 
played in a bowl game, and went through recruiting. 
The next thing we have is spring training in about 
another month so until then I relax. After spring train- 
ing, I get away from football. If you do something all 
the time it gets stale. I get away for about a month 
and I don’t think about football. I play golf. We go all 


over the state and play golf for the school. I enjoy that 
because I get to meet a lot of different people. 

The Seminole Tribune: You will talk about 
this tonight at the ceremonies but I wanted to ask you, 
what is your message to young people? 

Bowden: Ok, the big thing that I talk about 
when I talk to young people is getting their priorities 
in order. Get your priorities in order. A lot of times I 
get letters from mothers. I get letters from mothers 
with absent husbands raising teenage sons. Maybe 
they’ve read about me somewhere or whatever but 
they write and ask for advice. 

I always tell them get your priorities in order. 
I say list God first. Make God your number one prior- 
ity. Next, it’s family and then others, help others. 

Now if a kid will do that, I believe he will stay on 
track. He’ll be doing things he ought to do. After I tell 
them those things I tell them football stories. 

The Seminole Tribune: At what point in 
your life did you 
realize that coach- 
ing football was 
your calling or pur- 
pose in life. 

Bowden: I 
was taught early on 
in life that God 
calls all of us to do 
something. I was 
taught that He has a 
purpose for every- 
one. He might call 
some to be mothers, 
others to be writers 
or whatever. He 
calls some to be 
ministers but not 
everybody can be a 
minister. I’ve 
always felt like God 
wanted me to 
coach. It’s funny, 
I’ve been coaching 
53 years, I’ve had 
six jobs and every 
job I got was hand- 
ed to me. I didn’t apply for it. They called me and 
said we’d like you to be our coach. That was for 
every job I got and it doesn’t usually work that way. 
What does that make me think? It makes me think 
God had a plan for me. My dad was a successful real- 
tor who wanted me to get into the business. He was 
ready to retire at the time. I had to tell him that my 
interest was in coaching football. I have to say there 
have been many times in coaching when I was strug- 
gling, I’d wonder if I should have been a realtor. 

The Seminole Tribune: Do you have any 
comments on the recently settled situation about the 
FSU mascot and use of the Seminole name and sym- 
bols? 

Bowden: To adopt the name of a tribe of 
Native Americans who have struggled and withstood 
and survived against all odds, to me is an act of admi- 
ration and respect. Not only do I appreciate the sup- 
port of the Seminole Tribe, I get excited about it, I’m 
proud of it. I would hate to change our name. I really 
love being a Seminole. 



Janice Billie 


JudyBill Osceola (left) and Priscilla Sayen (right) pose with 
Bobby Bowden. 
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OKALEE INDIAN VILLAGE 

( 954 ) 797-5551 


Wild life presentations for 
scheduled groups of 10 or more 


Cooking, woodwork, basket 
weaving and dollmaking are 
demonstrated. 


Experience up close Florida 
Panthers, Macaws, Alligators, 
Fox, Racoons and River Otters 


Seminole Arts 8. Crafts: 
Jewelry, clothing, woodwork 
and Seminole baskets & dolls 


located at the Seminole Hard 
Rock Hotel 8 Casino inside the 
Seminole Paradise 


5716 Seminole Way 
Hollywood, FL 33314 







The Seminole Tribune 


20 


February 24, 2006 


Sports Ham-pa -leesh-ke Vkkopvnkv 


Middle School Stars on the Court 


Seminole Girls Match-Up in District Championship 


By Lila Osceola 

HOLLYWOOD — All this talk about our 
high school athletes, Seminole youth start young. 
Whitney Osceola and Courtney Osceola are our ris- 
ing new basketball stars. Whitney Osceola is the 
point guard for Driftwood Middle School, and 
Courtney Osceola is a guard at University School. 

They are both teammates on the 14 & Under 



Lila Osceola 


Courtney Osceola shoots lights out against 
Sheridan Hills. 


Seminole basketball team, as teammates they are also 
just as excited to play for their school teams as well. 

Whitney Osceola is a 12 year old feisty 
defensive minded basketball player. She rarely plays 
less than 110 percent when she’s on the court. If you 
know Whitney, she doesn’t slow down much off the 



Lila Osceola 


Whitney Osceola, Driftwood Middle School, start- 
ing point guard. 


court either. She has a great attitude and is willing to 
do anything her coach asks her to do. A hard worker 
like her is definitely few and far between, she makes 
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Whitney Osceola dribbles around defense. 


a coach’s job easier, to coach natural athlete like her. 

Courtney Osceola is also 12 years old and 
comes from a long line of basketball players, it’s in 
her blood. She is more of the mid range shooter, 
plays a post or guard depending on the team, and a 
very versatile player. She is also a dedicated hard 
worker on and off the court. Listening is a very 
important aspect of learning, and Courtney definitely 
listens and tries to do what her coach asks her to do. 

Being a student-athlete isn’t all that it is 
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Courtney Osceola passes the ball into her team- 
mates. 


cracked up to be, with that comes lots of responsibili- 
ty by staying eligible with grades, practices, and lis- 
tening to your parents. Being on a school team no 
matter what it is, holds lots of responsibilities and is 
a privilege to most. 

Whitney and Courtney are finding that out 
slowly and excel in every subject and hold high 
regards to academics and of course their sport, bas- 
ketball. They are learning to be great role models not 
only for their tribe but also younger kids looking up 
to them. 


Senior Spring Trike Fest Coming Soon 




Submitted By Stan Frischman 

March 30 is the date set by the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida Senior Trike Fest Committee, for 
part two of this semi-annual event. The committee is 


Nery Mejicano 

Nancy of the Magnificent Seven at the Nov. 10 
Trike Fest. 


comprised of representatives from the Hot Meals 
programs on all the reservations, including: Allied 
Health department, The Chairman’s Office, The 
Seminole Tribe Fitness Department, SPD, 
Emergency Services and Seminole Recreation. 

The committee’s primary objective is to 
promote fitness, nutrition, an active 
lifestyle, and an opportunity to 
renew old friendships amongst the 
Seminole Tribe’s seniors. 

The idea of a Trike Festival 
was derived from the growing popu- 
larity of the three-wheel bikes, or 
trikes, that have been springing up at 
all the senior centers. The senior 
population was seeking different 
challenges for their new found 
modes of transportation. Thus was 
born the Trike Fest Committee, a 
group of creative Tribal employees, 
looking to meet the growing needs 
of this active senior population. 

On Nov. 10, 2005, nearly 
200 people came out to the Big 
Cypress Air Strip for the First Senior 
Trike Fest. Seventy-six seniors par- 
ticipated in this all day event. The 
event, which was originally slated to 
be an annual event, was so success- 
ful, by popular demand was turned 
into a semi-annual event. 

Senior Trike Fest is com- 
prised of a long list of fun and com- 
petitive events. The day begins at 
7:00 am where a nutritious breakfast 
is served at the Big Cypress Senior 
Center till 8:30 am. Then it’s off to 
the Big Cypress Air Strip for regis- 
tration from 9-10 a.m. 


The first activity of the day is “Best 
Dressed Triker.” Here seniors have fun trying to 
impress the judges with the most outrageous triker 
costume they can put together. Next is the judging 
of the “Best Rez Trike.”, where judges seek to find 
the most uniquely decorated three-wheeler of the 
day. 

With fitness and safety in mind the first 
physical event of the day is preceded by a 1 5 minute 
warm-up session, where participants have an oppor- 
tunity to gradually prepare for the day’s activities as 
well as, make sure their trikes are in safe operating 
condition. 

At approximately 10:15 the fun loving sen- 
iors will participate in “the Team Relay Race.” 
Participants will hop on their trikes, ride 50 yards 
and pass the baton on to their team mate. There will 
be four seniors from each reservation competing. 

The age divisions are: Seniors: 55-59-yrs, Super 
Seniors: 60-65 and Golden Seniors: 66 and older. 

The afternoon’s activities will consist of 
three obstacle course type events. 

The double figure eight: the object is to 
weave through the cones placed on this double fig- 
ure eight cones without touching them or knocking 
them over, as quickly as possible. Fastest times win. 
The Maze: different configuration, with same object 
and rules as double figure eight. Fastest times win. 
Ball Toss: contestants will toss different types of 
balls into different sized and shaped containers 
while remaining on their trikes. They will receive 
points for thrown objects that remain in containers. 

Prizes will be given for first through fifth 
place finishers in each of the above mentioned age 
categories in both the men and women’s divisions. 
There will also be, a “Traveling Trophy” going to 
the reservation that accumulates the most points 
throughout the day. 

If you were at the first Trike Fest you sure- 
ly won’t want to miss this one. For those unable to 
attend the first Senior Trike Fest, be sure to make 
plans with your local Senior Center to come out for 
this great event on March 30 in Big Cypress.! 


Nery Mejicano 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress and Nancy Motlow share a laugh. 


By Tony Heard 

FT. LAUDERDALE, FL — On Feb. 4 at 
Pine Crest High School District 14 3 A championships 
was played at 7 p.m. After meeting each other two 
times during the regular season American Heritage 
and Pine Crest came face to face to see who would 
take home the trophy and be crowned the district 
champs. 

Demetria Tigertail and Chelsea Mountain 
brought their team into this game with an impressive 
19-3 record. 

Coming off a big win against Pompano, 
Meghan Osceola and Krystle Young carried Pine 
Crest into the game with a record of 13-10. The game 
began and the pace was very fast-paced with both 
teams running and trying to get the upper hand each 
quarter. American Heritage fell behind early in the 
second quarter but managed to string together some 
stops and also converted some big buckets to take a 
three point halftime lead. 

The second half proved to be just as up 
tempo as the first, but Pine Crest was at a serious dis- 
advantage when Krystle Young picked up her fourth 
foul with about four minutes to play in the third quar- 
ter. The coach had no choice but to sit her down; her 
aggressive defense and good passing skills is some- 
thing the team missed the rest of the third quarter. 

Heritage began to drive to the basket and 
make passes for easy hoops continuously. Chelsea 
Mountain and Demetria Tigertail took advantage of 
the situation by playing more intense 
defense on Meaghan Osceola, 
swinging that ball to get open 
shots, and penetrating on the 
offensive end. Plagued by 
turnovers the Heritage ladies 
could not pull away and get a 
comfortable lead. 

Pine Crest kept the game \ 
close with defense and a few key 
players stepping up and making free 
throws. The third quarter came to an 
end with Heritage ladies up by a slim 
margin. Pine Crest was still in the 
game and needed just a few big plays 
to swing the tables in their direction. 

Going in to the fourth 
quarter Demetria Tigertail got into ( 
a bit of foul trouble, picking up her 
fourth foul as well. Chelsea Mountain got tired and 
the coach was forced to have both of them sitting on 
the bench at the same time. 

This was the opportunity that Pine Crest 
needed to take control of the game. The coach from 
Pine Crest realized it and put his girl in a full court 
press, and started getting steal after steal due to lack 
of ball handlers on the floor for Heritage. By the time 
Heritage coach was able to call a time out and get 
Chelsea or Demetria back in the game they were 
down six and had committed about five turnovers in a 
row. 

Chelsea came back in the game and unfortu- 
nately the situation did not change much. Pine Crest 
kept the pressure on and even though Heritage broke 
the press a few times to get baskets; Pine Crest still 
had control of the game. 

With about six minutes to go Krystle Young 
emerged from the bench to try and contribute to her 
teams efforts. Therefore the Heritage coach had no 
choice but to put the primary ball handler, Demetria 
back in the game. 

About two minutes and ten seconds had gone 
off the clock and Pine Crest’s lead had been cut to 
three points. Demetria drove to the basket took a shot 
and missed, Krystle and another one of her teammates 
went for the rebound. A Heritage player also went to 
get the rebound and was knocked to the ground; the 
ref blew the whistle and called the foul on Krystle, 
her fifth foul. 

The crowd went into an uproar, Heritage 
fans cheering, Pine Crest fans booing and complain- 
ing about the terrible call they made. It was a great 
basketball atmosphere, palms sweaty, knees shaking, 
fans cheering, and emotions flaring. Krystle creates 
problems for opposing teams with her long arms, 
defensive tenacity, rebounding, and making the cor- 
rect pass. 



She brings the intangibles the her team and 
when she fouled out with 1 1 points, five steals, five 
rebounds and three assists; someone else was going to 
have to step up for Pine Crest and help Meaghan take 
this win from Heritage. 

In the closing minutes of regulation 
Meaghan Osceola had the ball in her hands on the 
offensive end as much as possible. Whether she as 
slashing through the defense for a lay-up or getting 
fouled and knocking down her free throws, she was 
the single handedly keeping her team in this game. 

But the inside force of Taylor Smith was the deciding 
piece in this game for the Heritage girls. 

With Meghan being double teamed every 
possession in the last two minutes of the game, 
fatigue was becoming an issue. She was determined 
and still creating opportunities for her teammates to 
score baskets or get fouled. 

Heritage was making mistakes by not getting 
crucial rebounds and not taking care of the ball when 
they did get possession. Pine Crest was making the 
most of the extra possessions they had and held a one 
point lead with a matter of seconds remaining. 

Heritage then hurried the ball down the floor 
and Chelsea fired the ball inside to Taylor Smith who 
was fouled in the act of shooting. She would only 
make one of the foul shots to tie the game. 

Pine Crest got the inbounds and quickly got 
the ball into Meaghan’s hands. She broke the press 
and drove to the basket where she was fouled in the 
act of shooting. She stepped up to the 
free throw line and knocked down 
both foul shots, but Heritage 
threw the ball inbounds and 
turned it over. 

A Pine Crest player got 
the ball and missed a lay up that 
could have clinched the game. 

Instead Heritage to the 
rebound and threw a full court pass to 
Demetria for a lay up to tie the game, once 
again with less than three seconds remain- 
ing. 

Pine Crest did not even get a 
chance to take another shot. That meant this 
contest of lead changes, big plays, missed 
free throws and lay ups was going to take 
this excitement to overtime. 

In the first minute of overtime 
Demetria committed her fifth foul while 
trapping the ball and trying to get a steal. She would 
have to watch the rest of this game on the bench 
cheering her team on. She fouled out with 12 points, 
seven assists, five steals and four rebounds. 

Every possession was important to both 
team’s and it showed in the intensity displayed on 
both sides of the ball. Both teams made few stops and 
turned the ball over a couple of times, in short the 
game was back and forth with about three lead 
changes and four ties in the overtime period. 

The fourth tie coming with no time on the 
clock, sending this heated battle into a second over- 
time. 

In the second overtime both teams were get- 
ting tired and fouling while trying to get defensive 
stops. The difference in this game came down to fun- 
damentals. Free throws will definitely win or lose a 
game for you, Heritage was making them and Pine 
Crest was not. 

Meghan missed a few and a couple of her 
teammates misfired on a couple attempts also. But on 
the American Heritage side of things Talyor Smith 
and Chelsea Mountain made every foul shot they 
attempted in the final overtime. 

When the final buzzer sounded the Heritage 
ladies had squeaked by with a 65-59 victory. Chelsea 
finished the game with 9 points, 1 1 rebounds, six 
assists and four steals. Meghan’s final stats were 20 
points, five assists, seven steals and four rebounds. 

Even though this was a very heated battle 
and all the girls wanted to win; when it was all over, 
it was hugs, laughs, and a few tears from every one of 
them. They compete hard against each other, and 
maybe give each other nice bumps and bruises, but 
after the game they are all still close friends who look 
forward to getting wins together when they team up 
as the Lady Seminoles. 





♦♦♦Everyone's Invited!*** 


Refreshments will be served! 
Anyone attending will receive glow 
Necklaces and Bracelets! 
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Rodeo 


Continued from page 1 


dropped several inches of much needed rain on Big 
Cypress. While the farms and ranches needed the rain, 
the rodeo arena could have done very nicely without 
it. 

Arena Director Josh Jumper organized his 
workforce and worked very hard all day clearing the 
water from the arena and dragging the clay in order to 
prepare a safe playing field for the contestants. 



Judy Weeks 

Clown Clint Boney (right) keeps a watchful eye on Jobe Johns (left) as 
he rides his first calf. 


on his heels in second and third place. 

Wild Pony Riding Champion J.J. Johns 
remained undefeated. He managed to stick with the 
white bronc that he had drawn as it bucked its way 
down the length of the arena giving him a very 
impressive ride. It was a close contest for the Steer 
Riders with last year’s Champion holding his own. 
Andre Jumper took first place with Zane Ducheneaux 
just two points behind him. 

Four brave young men tried their hands at 
the junior bull competition. Ethan Gopher’s white 
spotted bull gave him several hard shots as he exited 
the chute and Justin Aldridge was 
rocketed through the air by his 
ride. Seth Randolph put up a good 
fight and received the first place 
score. Dayne Johns qualified for a 
redraw, which gave him an oppor- 
tunity to walk off with second 
place. 

The rodeo clowns did a 
terrific job protecting these young 
athletes as they streaked down the 
arena on foot, rescuing the riders 
and distracting the livestock while 
the contestants made their way to 
safety. 

Junior breakaway drew 
five contestants, who have been 
working on their roping skills with 
dreams of someday following the 
team roping circuit. Their perform- 
ances showed that they have a 
good shot at their goal. A score of 
14.47 gave Chebon Gooden the 
top slot with Andre Jumper taking 
second place. 

There were numerous 
entries in all three levels of the 



Judy Weeks 

Rodney Hayes AKA “The Texas Kid” and his niece Haylee Bird make their bulls bow for audience. 


As the National Anthem arrived at the words “bombs 
bursting in air gave proof through the night that our 
flag was still there,” fireworks burst forth from the 
flag staff illuminating Old Glory. 

Dale Oldham offered a prayer for the safe 
return of our troops from Iraq and the many outposts 
in the world where they are stationed and asked God’s 
blessing for the rodeo contestants. 

EIRA Queen Shelby Osceola and Jr. Queen 
Shyanna Osceola led the Grand Entry displaying the 
Indian National Finals Rodeo (INFR) and EIRA flags. 
Rodeo contestants circled the arena for the pleasure of 


However, there was only so much they could do and 
the show must go on. 

While the conditions may have been less 
than ideal, they did not dampen the enthusiasm of the 
contestants. Looking across the rain soaked arena, one 
rider remarked, “Just another day in the life of a cow- 
boy. I can’t tell you how many times Eve worked in 
the wet and the cold.” 

His friend laughed and said, “There’s one 
good thing about this! You can hope for a better 
reward at the end of the day than just dry clothes and 
a hot meal. Let’s Rodeo!” 

This two day rodeo featured the Junior EIRA 
events at 5 p.m. on Feb. 4, the Long Go at 8 p.m. and 
the Short Go on Feb. 6 at 2 p.m. 

The Junior Rodeo’s first event was mutton 
bustin . Clinging to their sheep the contestants made 
their way down the arena trying to beat the clock. As 
their mounts dropped them to the ground, they were 
covered in wet clay and in some instances the clowns 
had to dump out the face protectors on their helmets. 
Ahnie Jumper took first place, with Sarah Ducheene 
in second and Cyrus Smedley in third. 

As the contestants grow older, their mounts 
become larger. Several veteran mutton busters had 
moved up to the calf riding. These brave youngsters 
came flying out of the chutes with one hand held in 
the air and the other clinging to the rigging. Jobe 
Johns was making his debut appearance on a calf and 
managed to score 3.31 putting him in the first place 
position. Blevins Jumper and Malloni Perez were hot 


barrel competition. The wet arena 
was slippery and the clay hung 
on the horses’ feet, but the riders 
remained undaunted. There were 
no falls and very few barrels 
knocked over. 

The riders carefully 
paced themselves in the tight 
turns and flew through the timers 
on their way home with the fol- 
lowing results: 4-8 barrels: 
l.Kalgary Johns, 2. Ahnie 
Jumper; 9-12 Barrels: l.Zane 
Ducheneaux, 2. Acelyn 
Youngblood, 3. Nauthkee Henry, 
4. Kristina Osceola; 13-18 
Barrels: 1. Shyla Jones, 2. Taylor 
Johns, 3. Chebon Gooden. 

The Marki Rodeo 
Company was stock contractor 
for the weekend’s presentations. 
Announcer Norman Edwards 
from Micanopy, Fla., did his 
usual fine job and was assisted by 
Montana Announcer Dale 
Oldhorn. 

Taylor Johns from 
Brighton carried the American 
Flag around the arena while the 
audience stood up in respect for 
the national pride it represents. 



Ethan Gopher receives several hard shots in the junior bull competition. 
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the audience. 

Sanctioned events began with the bareback 
broncs. There was no lack of excitement during this 
dangerous presentation. A rider’s hand got caught up 
in the rigging causing a few very anxious moments 
before he managed to free himself. Pickup man Spook 
Whidden took a hard blow to the stomach, when 
Freddie Warbonnet’ s horse got cantankerous before 
exiting the arena. Koty Brugh was thrown out of the 
chute by his horse before he could adjust his rigging 
and had to start over. 

Past World INFR Bareback Champion 
Shawn Best Sr. is a showman at heart. Raking his ride 
for the high points, he completed his eight second run, 
smoothly cleared his mount with the help of the pick- 
up man and then raised his hand and waved to the 
crowd. 

High Scores in the bareback exhibition went 
to: 1. Freddy Warbonnet, 2. Lee Jay Harmon, 3. Byron 
Bruised Head, 4. Shawn Best Sr. 

Bull dogging or steer wrestling gave 

the audience an opportunity to see not only 
the athletic skills of the contestants but also 
the excellent training they have given their 
horses. These horse and rider teams placed 
David Shade in first place and Armand Duck 
Chief in second. 

The crowd was entertained through- 
out the evening by Brian Potter from 
Newville, Alabama. Playing the role of 
Motocross Mike, he jumped through a ring of 
fire and performed antics on his motorbike. 
Throughout the rodeo, his running commen- 
tary kept the crowd laughing and on several 
occasions he jumped the fence into the stands 
and interacted with the audience. 

Saddle Bronc Riders Jake Caldwell, 

Shawn Best Sr., Robert Youngblood and 
Byron Bruised Head traveled from all across 
the U.S. to compete in this event. Some even 
traveled from as far away as Washington 
State and Montana. Competition was fierce 
as they collected tour points toward qualifica- 
tion in the INFR. 

Calf roping had numerous local 
entries as well as out-of-state. At one point 
Naha and Josh Jumper were holding first and 
second place, but were bumped back one slot 
by Ed Holyan who had two excellent runs. 

Young Hilliard Gopher threw his hat in the 
ring with the big boys, but had a tough break 
when he lost his catch. Rodeo is in that 
young man’s blood and it’s a certainty that 
we will see him again. 

Ladies breakaway opened up the 
first of the women’s events. Local entries 
abounded and were joined by past INFR 
qualifiers as they competed for their points. 

Shelby Osceola, a former all-around 
Florida high school rodeo winner and current 
EIRA queen, had a very impressive 4.75 
time in the long go and a 12.74 in the short 
go. This gave her a combined average for 
first place. Lizzie Dixey, a fourth place 
INFR qualifier came all the way from Idaho for this 
rodeo. 

Upon averaging the scores, the local entries 
took the top three, Shelby Osceola, Billie Tiger, and 
LeAnna Billie, respectively, won money in the ladies 
breakaway. EIRA roping legends brought out their old 
horses and new ropes for their breakaway event. It 
was tough luck for several of the contestants with 
Billie Joe Johns taking first place followed by Amos 
Tiger in second. 

The featured rodeo entertainment was 


Rodney Hayes, AKA “The Texas Kid.” With an exten- 
sive background in rodeo, he began training bulls for 
amusement in 1991. Riding his long horn bull, Billy 
the Kid, he jumped through fire, laid the creature on 
the ground and stood on its side. He was accompanied 
in the arena by two small children riding miniature 
horses and performing tricks. 

During the performance, all three rode their 
mounts up a ramp to the top of the stock trailer and 
then stood up on the animals’ saddles. It was an 
incredible exhibition. Hayes on The Texas Kid knelt 
down in the arena, while his niece, Kaylie did the 
same on Wrangler, a two 
year old bull that he is cur- 
rently training. 

The team roping 
drew more entries than any 
other, but was very fast 
paced. There were many 
fine teams comprised of 
local EIRA members vying 
for the top positions. 
Unfortunately, not everyone 
can win. In the two day 
average, Header Josh 
Jumper and Heeler Cort 
Herrera took first place. 
Mike Smith and Terry 
Fischer came in second, 
closely followed by Mike 
Smith and Steve Romo in 
third. 

Women’s barrel 
racing brought out the best 
of the best. There were 1 6 
riders with an extensive 
barrel history and the com- 
petition was tough. Chunks 
of clay flew, barrels rocked, 
horses spun and rocketed 
down the home stretch, 
while the audience routed 
for their favorites. 

When the scores 
for the long and short time 
were averaged the winners were: 1. Boogie Jumper, 2. 
Tess Ducheneaux, 3. Lizzie Dixey, 4. Shelly Vocu. 

This rodeo marked a special occasion for 
Lisa Osceola, who has spent the past six years in a 
secretarial position with EIRA. She decided it was 
time to come out of retirement and run those barrels 


Judy Weeks 


once again. 

Despite freezing temperatures, the crowd 
remained fast in their seats because in rodeo, it’s 
never over until the riding of the bulls. The livestock 
was superior and the riders put on an excellent per- 
formance, risking their lives for qualifying points, 
prizes and the appreciative roar of the crowd. 

The clowns really did their jobs. There were 
a few tense moments when one of the bulls picked up 
Brisk Forrest a.k.a. Weasel and took him on a long 
ride down the arena. Fortunately, he was swept off his 
feet by the bull’s face and did not encounter the horns. 

As he eventually hit the ground, he scram- 



Judy Weeks 

Aimee Jumper is covered in clay as she returns from mut- 
ton bustin’. 


bled to his feet and rushed out of harm’s way. The rid- 
ers are very fortunate to have clowns of this caliber 
working to protect them and showed their apprecia- 
tion with a loud cheer. 

There were 15 entries in the bull riding, hail- 
ing from many different states. Following in the fami- 
ly tradition, Shawn Best Jr. rode in both the long and 
short go, totaling up a final score of 150 points for 
first place. Just one point behind him was Willie 
Covers Up followed by Craig T. Johnson in third. 
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Super 7 Team Roping Event 


By Judy Weeks 

BIG CYPRESS — The Junior Cypress 
Arena in Big Cypress was host of the Super 7 Team 
Roping on Jan. 28. The event was divided into four 
categories featuring #10 and #13 United States 
Team Roping Champions Triad contestants. 

The Super 7 was sponsored by the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida. It attracted entrants from 
throughout South Florida. 

The cattle were 
fresh and the horses 
were frisky. There was 
no shortage of buck-offs as one 
cowboy after another found himself hit- 
ting the ground. Fortunately, there were 
no bodily injuries; just a little 
wounded pride. 

Teams were 
allowed to enter up to 
three times giving them 
an opportunity to rope 
seven head of cattle in 
each entry. The event got 
under way at 11 a.m. with 78 
teams vying for the winning 
positions before the day was over. 

In the #10 and #13 incentive divi- 
sions, the teams competed for winning scores 


on their first four head of cattle. Paying back three 
places, the winning scores were as follows: 4 Head 
#13 ’s: 1. Danny Garcia and Dustin Blake, 2. Danny 
Garcia and Salty Weekly, 3. Wayne Hicks and 
Vinnie Labita; 4 Head #10’s: 1. Alvaro Alvarez 
and Leo Hernandez, 2. Jessie Remsburg and 
Bill Remsburg, 3. Frank Garcia 
and Vinnie Labita. 

Super 7 winners 
totaled their scores on all 
seven runs and paid back 
five places with the follow- 
ing results: 7 Head #13’s: 1. 
Danny Garcia and Salty Weekly, 

2. Chester Rimes and Randy 
Rimes, 3. Josh Jumper and Kiki 
J., 4. Alvaro Alvarez and Salty 
Weekly, 5. Damion V. and Kiki 
J; 7 Head #10’s: Alvaro 
Alvarez and Leo Hernandez, 

2. Jessie Remsburg and Bill 
Remsburg, 3. Richard H. 
and Kiki J, 4. Bill 
Remsburg and Danny 
Garcia, 5. David H. and Leo 
Hernandez. 
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News From Indian Country 
Hollywood Non-Residents Meeting 


By Janice Billie 

FT. LAUDERDALE, FL 

— On Jan. 31a dinner meeting 
was held at the Tropical Acres 
restaurant in Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. 
for all of the non-resident Tribal 
citizens of Hollywood. 

The Hollywood Non- 
Resident Liaison Holly Tiger 
scheduled the meeting to get infor- 
mation out to this community of 
Tribal citizens. It was an opportu- 
nity for non-residents to ask ques- 
tions on all aspects of the non-resi- 
dent program. 

President Moses Osceola 
attended the meeting to offer the 


services of his office. He presented 
an update on current and upcoming 
Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc., 
projects. These projects include 
new gas stations in Immokalee and 
Hollywood. In concluding his 
remarks Osceola emphasized the 
open door policy of his office. 

Tiger addressed the meet- 
ing next. She reviewed a list of 
upcoming Tribal events as well as 
events for the non-residents such 
as trips. She explained the criteria 
for trips is limited to educational, 
cultural and some sports participa- 
tion. 

However, she said she 


would take all requests under 
review. One point that was empha- 
sized is the budget for non-resi- 
dents. The budget is for non-resi- 
dents nationwide not to a specific 
reservation. 

The next scheduled trip 
will be in April for the spring 
school break. It will be on a first 
come first served basis with con- 
sideration to the ones who did not 
make the last trip. 

Tiger informed everyone 
that she would be scheduling regu- 
lar meetings and encouraged the 
non-residents to contact her for any 
information. 


2006 Everglades Awareness Campaign 

Everglades Art Exhibition in Miami 


Submitted by The Wallflower 
Gallery 

MIAMI, FL — On 
March 2 The Wallflower Gallery, 
located at 10 NE 3 St in Miami, 
will open the Everglades Art 
Exhibition. The exhibition run 
from March 2-May 1 . 

This art activism show- 
case will feature a variety of inde- 
pendent artists from South Florida. 
The Everglades Art Exhibition will 
be juried and the winner will be 
chosen for an environmental ad 
campaign. 

Everglades art can include 


paintings, photography, digital 
enhancements, fabric art, mixed 
media and other wall pieces. 
Artwork should be submitted to 
The Wallflower Gallery no later 
than Feb. 27. Each piece would 
need to be delivered and ready to 
hang. 

Artists must also submit a 
digital version also submitted with 
the actual piece. The digital ver- 
sion will also be considered for a 
video slide show that will be fea- 
tured during 3rd Annual 
Everglades Awareness Benefit 
Concert, as well as other educa- 


tional and artistic presentations. 

There will be an 

Everglades Art Auction on March 
26 at 3 p.m. This is a fundraiser for 
the Everglades Awareness 
Campaign and the efforts of the 
Sierra Club for Everglades conser- 
vation. 

In order to keep the art- 
work organized, please call (305) 
579-0069 for a drop off appoint- 
ment. There is a $ 1 0 fee for each 
piece submitted. If you have any 
further questions, please feel call 
the above number or visit wall- 
flowergallery.com. 


Indian Arts Festival Kicks Off in Santa Fe 

Submitted by Museum of 
New Mexico 

SANTA FE, N.M. 

Native Treasures: Indian Arts 
Festival, an invitational art 
show and sale featuring more 
than 100 of the best Native 
artists in the U.S., takes place 
at the Museum of Indian Arts 
& Culture on Museum Hill on 
Memorial Day weekend, May 
27-28. 

The event kicks off an 
exciting holiday weekend of 
special museum events in 
Santa Fe. 

Native Treasures is 
Santa Fe’s newest Indian art 
show and sale. Its 2005 debut 
as a one-day event titled Small 
Wonders raised $25,000 for the 



Clare Lighton 

The Toadlena Trading Post is known for its 
exceptional Navajo weavings. 


Museum of Indian Arts & Culture 
and was so successful with visitors 


that this year’s festival 
was extended to a full 
weekend. 

Native 

Treasures takes place 
May 27 from 9 a.m.^1 
p.m. Early bird tickets, 
for entry between 9-10 
a.m., are $10; after 10 
a.m. admission is $5. 
All tickets are available 
at the entrance to the 
show. On May 28, the 
show is open from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Sunday 
admission is free. 

For more 

information about all 
Native Treasures 
events, visit www.nativetreasures- 
santafe.org or call (505) 476-1247. 
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Future 


Any Home theater, plasma, or standard flat 
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screen. 
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WE DO IT ALL! 


We specialize in designing, customizing and providing top of the tine 
technology in Audio & Video electronics including a division dedicated to 
Security and Surveillance equipment for your home and business. 

361? North State Road 7/ Hollywood, FL 33021 
(?54) 893-9106 / Fax: (954) 893-9107 


Technologies 

Installing the 


WE PROVIDE IN HOME SURVEYS 

WE COME TO YOU: BIG CYPRESS, HOLLYWOOD, BRIGHTON, IMMOKALEE AND FT. PIERCE 
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Shootout 




Continued from page 1 


in the event by invitation only, were screened 
for the highest caliber of workmanship and historical valid- 
ity. The result was an incredible history lesson for those who 
immersed themselves in this recreated world. 

On Feb. 3 masses of school children from numerous 
private and public schools were identifiable as each school 
wore differently colored t-shirts. Tribal school children from 
the Brighton Pull Out Program, the Big Cypress Preschool 
and Ahfachkee Elementary school were also in attendance. 

The re-enactment was an intriguing event with the 
all the noisy shooting and bombardment of loud cannons as 
the reenactors depicted the manner and style of battle in the 
1830s. It featured authentic weapons, soldier and warrior 
attire, and the battle tactics of both sides. 

Representing the Seminole warriors were: Seminole 
re-enactors Brian Zepeda, Pedro Zepeda, Wilson Bowers, 
Moses Jumper Jr. and Chebon Gooden, among others. 

“We do this to try to convey the truth,” said Jumper 
Jr. “We try to make this as authentic as we can.” 

The re-enactment showed how Seminole battle 
strategy was superior to the invading U.S. Army with troops 
that outnumbered Indian warriors. In defending their homes 
and families, the Seminoles had great battle superiority due 
to their knowledge of the Floridian land, their courage and 
determination. 

The well-armed U.S. Army never won the 

Seminole Wars but the U.S. government used 
trickery and deception during peace 
talks to capture their foes. 

The U.S. government 
offered the 

I Seminoles 

jtttljHn jgci jW f U tfMw unjust 


treaties . 

and then 
violated the 
terms by contin- 
uing an invasion 
into designated 
Seminole country. 

In the worst cases, there were wholesale massacres 
of Seminoles and the burning of their villages. Yet, despite 
their losses, the Seminoles remain the only Native American 
tribe to never have signed a peace treaty with the U.S. gov- 
ernment. 

“The battle reenactment presented this weekend 
honors the Seminole peoples struggle for our freedom,” the 
museum’s Executive Director Tina Marie Osceola wrote in 
the program. “I’m glad to see Seminole history and culture 
coming alive.” 

Earl DeBary of Ocala, Fla. was one of the period 
re-enactors who did not engage in the mock fight but created 
a true to life Seminole encampment at the Rendezvous. 
DeBary, a retired museum curator, has always loved the 
Seminole people from his childhood spent at Silver Springs, 
Fla. and then discovered late in life that he had a great- 
grandmother who was a Seminole. 

Fueled by his pride to possess even a drop of 
Seminole blood flowing in his veins he has devoted the past 
50 years learning Seminole history. He has collected vol- 
umes of information about the domestic life of the 
Seminoles that demonstrate how progressive they were as a 
people long before the wars. His encampment was a canvas 
tent with food and bedding supplies typical of the 1830s. 

“The Seminoles were given 6,000 yards of canvas 
as an enticement to relocate which shows that they used the 
modem materials of the day,” said DeBary. 

Meanwhile under another canvas tent Leather 
Betty of Tampa displayed her beautiful leather jack- 
ets and dresses made in the style worn in the 1830s. 

Having made many similar coats and jackets for 
Tribal members over the past 30 years, Leather 
Betty has studied Seminole history. She said 
that the Seminoles had trade routes that 
reached far and wide. 

“At one time Florida was the 
biggest supplier of deer and fur skins in 
the U.S.,” she said. 

■j|L Wherever you stopped to 

admire the artwork and handicrafts, 
vendors like Irene, the finger weav- 
er, had a lot of history to tell you. 
She said her woven sashes are 
made without a loom and thus are 
exactly the same on the back as 
the front. Some have been pur- 
chased by the museum to show 
the decorative way the sashes are 
utilized in Seminole dress of the 
1800s. 

In addition to re-enac- 
tors, the Warriors of AniKituhwa, 
a Cherokee dance group, per- 
formed the War Dance. This 
group, designated as the official 
ambassadors of the Eastern Band 
of Cherokee Indians, has per- 

I ( l formed at the National Museum 

of the American Indian, Colonial 
Williamsburg and at events in 
North Carolina, Tennessee and 
Georgia. 
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Continued from page 1 


several Tribal members that were motivated to walk 
regularly after participating in this year’s Rez Rally. 
Go get ‘urn! 

A big thank you for all that made this event 
a huge success and congratulations to the Hollywood 
Rez! 


Vicky Barogiannis, Fitness Director: 

Fitness can be for anyone young or old. The 
great thing about it is that you can customize your 
activity to your own abilities. Fitness For Life-that 
sums it up. The Rez Rally is a great motivator to get 


Connie Whidden, Health Director: 

It was a perfect day for a race. 
I just could not believe the turnout. I 
am so glad to watch us grow 
each year. It feels good to see 
more people taking an interest 
in walking - even if it starts 
out as just that one day. 

Competition between the 
Reservations is certainly alive and kick 
ing - it’s nice to be able to use that in 
a positive way. I think everyone J 

enjoyed themselves - it was good to I 
see that. ] 


0 :hell Cypress: 

od to be able to watch the 
>e take a step toward 
ing fitness and health. The 
ation Rally 5K event rep- 
i a stepping stone to a 
er way of life. Every par- 
icipant out there makes a 
difference-every person 
walking, every person 
in a wheelchair and 
2 ry family in the 
roller category. 

It is good to 
see the kids out there 
having fun while their parents are helping 
them to develop good fitness habits that 
will last them for a lifetime. 


Jo Motlow North, Hollywood 
Reservation Team Captain 
(Culture Program, Boys & 

Girls Club): 

The 206 Rez Rally 

took a lot of effort and meetings of Seminole Tribal 
staff and volunteers. The 2006 Rally looked like the 
biggest of all time. It was great that the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida and NIKE Inc were able to come 
together to sponsor such a worthwhile event. 

The collective hope is that events such as 
these have lasting effects throughout the year to com- 
bat diabetes, obesity and heart disease in our Tribal 
and employee populations. For now, I have witnessed 


Sam McCracken, Nike®’s manager of 
Native American Business: 

I travel throughout Indian 
Country throughout the year. The 
Reservation Rally is by far the premier 
Wellness event hosted by any individual Tribe. 
We are very happy to be working with the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida on this great 5K race, 
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Congratulations to all the team captains for a job well done! 

Hollywood/FL Pierce/Trail; Jo North, Diane Buster, Holly Tiger, Frandne O$ceola, Leoina Poore, Bonnie Motlcw, Wanda Bowers, Dora Tiger, Leona Williams, Big Cypress; Cathy Cypress. Candy 
Cypress, Shelia Billie Rochelle Osceola: BrightonfTampa: Michele Thomas, Jodi King, Lonnie Gore, Richard Osceola. Leroy Boyel, Rita Gopher McCabe; IminokaleefNaples; Amy r^aggirre. Gary 
MclnturfT.Anne Puente 


A heartfelt thank you to the following who make the Reservation Rally possible: 

Seminole Tribe of Florida Council and Board Representatives * Health Department “ Recreation Departments • Fitness Department * Family Services 
Edna "the rock” Med uffie * Leah Min nick and Hollywood Senior Center * Seminole Police Department • Seminole Fire and Rescue * Communications 
Buildings and Grounds * Utiiities/Public Works * Broadcasting * Kippphotos • NIKE Inc, • Native Threads 

Redline Media Group * Keith and Schnare • FedEx Kinkos 

and ail the competitive participants who make this event come alive each year. 
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For the Best 
Deal in Town 


IHec tor Isabel 
ra54B5g3lj25BiB 


COME AND SEE THE ALL NEW FORD MUSTANG, FREESTYLE, & FORD FIVE HUNDRED 


Mustang 


Ford Five Hundred 


Explorer Sport Trac 


Expedition 


MOREsTHAN 20 O USEOlCARS! INll N VENTORY r I NCL U DING THE HARD-TO-FIND F 350'S! 


Free 27 Pt. Inspection with any service! A $39.95 Value! 

(ask for details) 

• Friendly & Professional service 4 Weekday & Saturday hours 

• Factory Certified ASE Trained Technicians • Ford Quality Parte 
•12 month Warranty on all Parts & Labor • Courtesy Shuttle Hours 

• Convenient Location 


8655 Pines Blvd. • Pembroke Pines, Florida 33024 



( 954 ) 443-7000 


Buy Online At: www.wortdfordpines.com! 
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Announcements ♦ Ahaaheeke ♦ Nak-ohkerkecetv 


Poems 



Prayers Were Answered on February 2, 2002 

To Damien Lee Marcus Fish 

Through my eyes I see nothing but pure beauty 
Beauty that lives loud in life, in my son and in me 
Never was really sure, but hope does exist 
Will it help me get through all this? 

I have nothing but questions even though I may know the answer 
Yet I ask that this beauty might give me hope 
And I pray that God watches over us here and after 
This is a fact. . . I do know all the answers to my questions 
Thru pain I still see what lies ahead 
Despite of all who want to cause distractions 
Because for once, I’m using my head 
And let me say it feels pretty good 
Just to breathe and look into those eyes and smile 
Thank you Jesus for showing my reason for being 
Prayers were answered 

Love, 

Mommy (Leslie Fish) 



The Cage 

A cage made of concrete and steel 

A life lives for today because tomorrow might be too late 

A voice calls your name from the shadows of your night 

A dream that once brought you happiness now brings you misery and pain 

Dead among the living as tears fall from your eyes 

Each one tells a story you can not deny 

A past of shattered dreams, a soul intoxicated by hate 

in the distance you hear the devil laughs as he hungers for your fate 

You feel the pain of loneliness with each passing day 

Your heart cry’s out for love but the answer is always the same 

You fight the hands of time as another day slips away 

Each one takes away the pain but the scars remains 

You wake to a new day from the protection of your dreams 

But only to be greeted by the pain of reality of waking up in your 8X9 cage 

— Vandell Billie 
Panther Clan 



On ‘Native Across a Watery Land’ 

By Elgin Jumper 

The poem speaks to the issue of 
vanishing Everglades; of loss, and of com- 
ing to grips with that, historically, particu- 
larly when the narrator is a Native. The 
images and language convey both beauty 
and tragedy. The past and present are 
fused throughout. 

Though it is the narrator’s way of 
coming to terms with the devastation of 
the wetlands, it is also his way of com- 
menting on the struggles of others-but it’s 
the language that makes this possible. 

In spite of ominous “clouds and 
lightning in the distance,” in the poem, the 
narrator ends the poem with “neon sun- 
light, neon dreams.” That is, on a note that 
something hoped for, a meaningful life 
perhaps, a life illuminated by goodness 
and desired goals. 

Native Across A Watery Land 

In the place, the Everglades 
Where ancient Tribes once 
Turned back Ponce De Leon’s 
Conquistadors 


I hear heavy traffic 
Now, see floating mists of memory 
I feel the winds of time through 
The tops of cypress trees 
Hammocks, the corona of the sun 
Is the flower of warriors 
In glowing garb, turquoise blue 
Days from out of the past, 

Into the promise of the future 

Yet bows and arrows 

Muskets and rifles 

Spear and blades- 

Theses I see litter 

The side of the high way 

There are mercury-tainted waters 

The wasteland weeps because of it 

Dogs of war Bark and howl their hate 

Eighteen-wheelers scream by 

Meanwhile, sky-blue soldiers from a 

young country 

Chase Natives across a watery land 
Dark clouds and lighting 
In the distance of centuries gather 
But the Natives elude the pursuers 
Progressing out from the shadows 
Into neon sunlight, neon dreams 

— Elgin Jumper 



A Faded Smile 


Through my road of misery, heartache, and pain there was always darkness as these 
tears fell like the rain 

Lost in my shattered dreams searching for the truth, everyone has a lie to tell but no one 
knows the truth 

Everyday there’s something new an obstacle I must climb, some may understand these 
feeling being a slave to time 

Trapped and all alone in a world that plays for keeps, surrounded by cheated souls in 
search of eternal sleep 

Clouds of gray takes the place sunshine you once seen, tears of pain roll down your 
face in a place that robs the soul of its faith 

No one knows or understands the things that I been through, a little boy forced to be a 
man before he could tie his shoes 

A childhood of make believe reaching out through his fears, an empty heart that cries 
for love that has been lost in wanted years 

Tears of time and wasted dreams becomes your walls of regret, there is no way to 
escape the pain and years of memories you can’t forget 

No matter how hard you hide the pain the feelings are always the same, a smile can 
only do so much when you have become a stranger without a name 

— Vandell Billie 
Panther Clan 


Seminole Pride 


The restless souls of long ago look down 

from heaven’s opened doors 

They see the beauty that knows the pain 

that paved the way for you and me 

The tears of war some may have cried 

But like true Seminole warriors they 

fought each battle side by side 

Out numbered by many as the government 

tried 

However, each attempt was a failure on 

our unconquered Tribe 

The Bear stood strong and displayed its 

strength 

As the Bird sang its Medicine Song 
through these brave warriors’ camp 
The Wind gave comfort on those hot, 
swampy nights 

A blessing from the Great Spirit 
Who welcomes home the souls that were 
sacrificed in this genocide fight 
As smooth as silk the Otter slips away 
Only to return with much needed commu- 
nication and wisdom for the day 
Camouflaged by its surroundings as the 
sun slowly fades, 

The Deer prepares for its destiny as one 
more brave 

Without a sound the Snake makes it way 
through the heart and soul of the mighty 
Seminole land 

The moon casts its shadow as the black 
water lies still 

There patiently waiting is the European 
fears 

The Panther steps up to accept its fate 
Its intrepidly expression written clear 
across its face 

A treaty of peace was a document of their 
lies 

A reservation home was to be our confines 

But with our will and determination we 

made our presence known 

History is what we are 

The ones who wouldn’t be claimed 

A Big Town establishment constructed 

with our pride 

Unity, trust and dedication is the essence 
of our Tribe 

Love and respect is not a choice it’s a way 
of life 

Seminole Pride... 

— Lyle V. Billie 
Panther Clan 

Wars of Life 


The hate replaces what ever emotions you 
once felt inside 

You try to understand this transformation 
as the human you once was slowly dies 
A beast with in emerges from the depths 
of your soul, your heart no longer beats as 
you steady loose control 
You fall faster and faster into these arms 
of hate, your life flashes before your eyes 
as each passing day whisper’s that it is too 
late 

Your tears no longer fall and your smile is 

soon replaced, you hear your cries for help 

in this hell of no escape 

The screams penetrate the night of the 

souls that grow cold and old 

The Angels of Darkness cry sweet delight 

as another soul lets go 

— Vandell Billie 
The Game 


Behind a disguise you play your game, the 
street life becomes your addiction as you 
claim your fame 

The poison slowly takes control as you 
believe the lies you’re trapped in a dream 
chasing a wasted high 
At the roll of the dice it starts to take its 
toll, another pull of the trigger another 
empty soul 

Deep down inside it starts to take its struc- 
ture, you don’t know what it is but you 
know it brings you danger 
You have the will to survive but this is 
something new, a taste of reality you can’t 
learn in school 

The night time becomes your jungle as 
you learn to spread your wings, from a 
pawn to a bishop now you stand alone as 
the king 

You see the hard times disappear but the 
pain is always the same camouflage by a 
lie that you know as the game 

— Vandell Billie 


Thanks 



To my baby girl Jazmine 
Essence Billie, I had so much fun hanging 
with you watching Lil John. Stay beauti- 
ful, stay you, but most of all stay mine. 
Your father, 

Martcell Alan Billie 



Auihenlic Indian Crafts delivered 
right to your Chickee... 

Visit the marketplace! 

www.seminoldribe.eom 




Behind on your bills? 

Seeking help to become financially stable? 

Look no further, we can Help! 
Thousands available with No Obligations or 
Upfront Fees Attached. 

Call Now! 

1 (888) 300-8190 



A Senior Living Community 

1450 SW 11th Way 
Due- Held Bunch, FL U3441 
954-428-3480 
954-428-1 022 fax 

Near beaches, medieaS fedtitiez 5 . 7 6 shopping 

ONE BEDROOM FLOOR PLANS FROM $650 
Includes Utilities + PlxjI & Spa 1 Clubhuuses 
Computer |_sh ■ Aativittfis * HeaHti Watch 


Jnv^irm & AjVr 1 


ft 


www. praxi b 2 . com 


Robert F. Cooper, MD 

Sod tli Florida’s own 
PAIN MANAGEMENT 
& DETOX CENTER 

Lei us help you help yours et f. 

954-726-4448 



Any Jail 
Any Time 

Bail Bonds 

Fianzas 



24 Hours 
Emergency 
Service 

lHablamosI 


Gil Velasquez 


Tel: 954-463-2227 ■ Fax: 954-463-2228 

521 S. Andrews Ave. (Suite #6) Ft. Lauderdale, FL. 33301 






24 Hours • Speedy Release 


We? hi£ iJd? Jiioued, ilitz titstu is. 

1128 TSJW 31st Ave 

I'ort Lauderdale,, ILL. 33311 


Profess 


(954) 583-9119 • Tribal Dividends Accepted 
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Recruiting: A Function of the HR Department 


By Glen Altman, Human Resources 
Analyst/Recruiter, Seminole Tribe of Florida 
Human Resources Department 

I would like to talk about recruiting employ- 
ees for the Seminole Tribe of Florida (STOF). I 
thought it might be easiest to discuss recruiting in 
terms of the Who, What, When, Where, and How 
questions that you might ask to learn just what is 
involved. 

I think I’ll start with the “What.” 

What is recruiting? Recruiting is the art of 
proposing an opportunity to someone who values it. 

It could be a college football coach proposing a 
scholarship and a place on the team to a talented high 
school player, it could be an army recruiter promising 
training and experience and a chance to serve one’s 
country, or it could be me proposing a job to a 
prospective candidate for employment. Recruiting is 
the function used to help the organization find and 
hire the best possible employees to do the 
jobs it needs done. 

Who do we recruit? We make 
every effort to find and hire the best 
available person to fill each job open- 
ing we have. We want the top talent. 

That person should be the one whose 
qualifications match the requirements of 
the position to the greatest extent possi- 
ble. 

To help us determine how well 
a candidate meets the position’s require- 
ments, we compare their experience, 
education, knowledge, skills and abili- 
ties with what we are looking for. Does 
the candidate meet the minimum quali- 
fications? Does the candidate exceed 
them? Does the candidate meet or 
exceed them more than the other can- 
didates being considered? 

In the last issue of The 
Seminole Tribune , our compensation 
and classification manager discussed 
the need for accurate job descriptions. 

A properly developed job description 
is the key to successfully recruiting 
the right people to do the job we 
need to hire someone to do. 

We use the job description 
to compare the necessary require- 
ments of the position with the back- 
ground and experience of the indi- 
vidual candidates applying for the 
job. 

One of the most important 
aspects of the recruiting work we do 
is our focus on Seminole Tribal Members and other 
Native Americans. We practice Seminole and Native 
American preference in our hiring. One of the goals 
of the recruitment function is to work with Tribal 
Members seeking employment with the organization 
and assist them in pursuing employment opportuni- 
ties. 

When do we recruit? Put quite simply, we 
recruit when we have a need. When a job becomes 
vacant we seek to fill that job to help the company 
maintain proper staffing levels to ensure that the 
work that needs to be completed gets completed. 

Similarly, when there is a need to add staff 
due to growth, it is time to begin recruiting. In order 
to help the STOF succeed in running the business and 
providing the services available to the Seminole 
Tribal Members, we want to employ people who 
meet the needs of the various areas of the business. 

People are among a company’s most impor- 
tant and valuable assets. This value can be measured 
in the work and productivity that they bring to their 
jobs. It can also be directly traced to the cost of 
replacing them. Companies that invest in getting it 
right on the front end (when the right employees are 
hired), come out ahead by having less turnover, 
increased productivity, and even in having a better 
reputation than their competitors. 


Recruiting costs money and recruiting the 
wrong people cost even more money (advertising, 
time, pre-employment screening costs, downtime or 
lost productivity, possible overtime to make up the 
difference) or even expensive temporary help to fill 
in the gaps. 

Where do we recruit? We recruit people in 
a multitude of ways. We recruit actively (seeking out 
candidates) and passively (waiting for candidates to 
come to us). We look for places to find the people we 
need and we try to be creative and do things to help 
us find both active and passive candidates. Active 
candidates are people looking for jobs and passive 
candidates are people that may not be looking for 
jobs but may be interested in the right opportunity. 

Among the places we recruit are: advertise- 
ments in newspapers, trade journals, magazines, vari- 
ous industry websites and job posting boards. At 
unemployment centers (unfortunately there are a lot 
of people seeking jobs there), at job fairs, and 

through programs at colleges 
and trade schools. Sometimes, 
however, one of the best places 
we can recruit is right here in 
our own backyard. 

One of our key tools 
in recruiting new employees is 
our weekly job posting. Our employ- 
ment and recruiting policy is to post 
available positions for a period of two 
weeks to allow Tribal Members the oppor- 
tunity to apply and be considered before any 
Non-Tribal candidates are considered. Once 
that two week period has passed we will continue 
with the recruiting process until we have filled 
the job opening or openings. The weekly job 
posting also helps current employees learn about 
the jobs that we have available. This often gen- 
erates employee referrals which are very helpful 
to the recruitment process as it saves us time 
and money and they are generally good quality 
candidates. 

How do we recruit? I’ve discussed 
what the aspects of recruiting are and what we 
go through in recruiting people to work for the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida? But once we’ve iden- 
tified the best possible candidates available for 
the job, we need to decide upon who the best per- 
son to hire is. This process involves interviewing 
which is a chance for us to determine if the experi- 
ence and education the person has is a match 
for our needs. 

It is our chance to ask questions of 
the candidate and measure them against other 
candidates to help us determine who the best fit is for 
the job at hand. As I stated previously, a complete 
and accurate job description is key to helping us 
determine how well a candidate matches what we 
need. The interview process helps confirm that. 

It is also a final step in the recruiting process 
as we still have the opportunity (assuming we are 
interested in hiring the individual) to convince them 
that they should come work for us. 

People look for jobs for many reasons. Of 
course the key motivating factor in having a job is 
earning money. However money isn’t always the 
most important factor for some candidates when 
accepting a new job. 

The nature of the job (is it what the person 
wants to be doing?), the location of the job, the peo- 
ple that they might be working with (employee refer- 
rals can really help here), the company culture, the 
working environment and benefits all play an impor- 
tant role. 

Attracting top talent to an organization is 
hard work, but when it pays off with a good hire, it is 
all worthwhile. 

For information about our current job open- 
ings please visit the Human Resources department or 
www.seminoletribe.com. 
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May 13-14, 2006 
Clinton Lake Sports Complex 
Lawrence, Kansas 



Entry Fee: $ 1 80*00 

MONEY ORDER ONLY! 

AWARDS: (Subject to change) 
Championship: $700 + Pullovers 
Runner-up: $500 + T-Shirts 
Third Place: $300 + T-Shirts 
All-Tournament Team: T-Shirts 
M.V.P. ~ Bat Bag/]adtet 


Entry Deadline: MAY 8, 2006 


For Tournament Information: 

Email or Call us! 

Angela Barnett - abamett@haskelLedu 
Kerry Glrty - kgirEy@haskell.edu 
Robert Berryhill ]r. - robertbeiTyhiil@hQtmail .com 

Angda Barnett: 785.749.8402 Work 
Kerry Gfity: 785.832.6600 Work 
Robert Berryhill ]r.; 785.84 \ , I 292 Home 



GET THE LOOK ! 


JR SEAU, JASON TAYLOR, MARSHALL FAULK 
BRAD PENNY, AJ BURNETT & MANY MORE DID? 



GO WHERE THE STARS SHOP AND 
GET TREATED LIKE A STAR !!! 







LIFT KIT5.II.OUVERIHO KITS 


13" ■ ZG" CUSTOM WHEELS 


AIRAID ■' SUPERCHIP5 



AUDIO VOX nVD'VCP.TUNEft FIBERGLASS TON NO’S BRUSHGUAROS/NERFBAHS 


M-F 9am - 6pm t WWW.CALCUSTOMS.COM ? SAT 9am - 3pm 

4721 RAVENSWOOD RD / FT LAUDERDALE, FL 33312 


(954) 981*7223 / FAX; (954) 981-3401 



FIRST BANK 

OF INDIANTOWN 


"Serving our communities since I960" 

Your Hometown Bank 
Serving the Seminole Tribe for 9 Years 

You get friendly, personal service, and a full 
range of loan and deposit products, 

including: 

Auto Loans - Home Loans 
Personal and Business Checking, 
Savings, and Certificates of Deposit 

AND - You can hank online, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

www.fboi.com 


Four Convenient Locations to Serve You 


Main Office 

15588 S.W. Warfield Blvd. 

P.O. Box 365 

Indiantown, Florida 34956 
(772) 597-2181 

Okccchobcc fir, i nch 
205 Last North Park Street 
Okeechobee, Florida 34972 
(863) 357-6880 


Pitim City H ranch 

2991 S.W. High Meadows Ave. 

P.O. Box 545 

Palm City, Florida 34991 

(772) 283-6803 

Lokcport ff ranch 
1205 E. Stale Hoad 78, Bldg. A 
Lakeport, Florida 33471 
(863) 946-0120 


t=) 


=J Equal Housing Lender 
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Casino Esh-te-may-bee Cheke Setenpokvcuko 


Bill Cosby Takes the Stage at Hard Rock Live 


Submitted by Hard Rock Live 

HOLLYWOOD — Bill 
most influential stars in 
America today, is taking to 
the stage on April 2 at 4 
p.m. and 7:30 p.m. in Hard 
Rock Live. Tickets for 
these shows went on sale 
Feb. 3 at noon. 

Best known as 
Cliff Huxtable on The 
Cosby Show from 1984- 
1992, Bill has used humor 
to touch people’s lives 
while providing insight 
into our roles as parents, 
children, family members, 
men and women. His 
accomplishments span tele- 
vision, film concert appear- 
ances or recordings, com- 
mercials and education. 

He’s authored several 
books for both adults and 
children including 
Fatherhood, Time Flies, 

Friends of a Feather and I 
am What I Ate. . .and I’m 
Frightened! ! ! 

He also launched 
Little Bill, an animated 


Cosby, one of the 


series based upon his children’s books, airing daily on 
Nickelodeon and Saturday mornings on CBS. Cosby 

was recognized by the 
Kennedy Center for his 
lifelong contributions to 
American culture in 1998 
and as a recipient of the 
Presidential Medal of 
Freedom, America’s high- 
est civilian honor, in 
2002. 

Tickets are 

$49.50; seats are reserved 
and will be available at 
the Hard Rock Live Box 
Office, open daily from 
noon until 7 p.m. Tickets 
purchased in-person at the 
box office will not incur a 
service charge. 

Tickets also are 
available at all 
Ticketmaster outlets 
online at www.ticketmas- 
ter.com or charge by 
phone: Miami-Dade (305) 
358-5885, Broward (954) 
523-3309, and Palm 
Beach (561) 966-3309. 
Doors open one-hour 
prior to show start time. 



William H. Cosby Jr. 


7th Annual Flute Retreat A Workshop 
February 23 - 26, 2006 
Billie Swamp Safari 

Hotted by lenny St Chrittine Nevaquaya 
One-on-one instruction in flute mabing by 
mutter flutitt/flute muber fenny Nevuquuyu 


Invited Artists 

Debi Lowe - Elm, Mutter Bender 
Timothy Nevuquuyu, Mutter Flute Muber 


For Further Information or Registration 
Contact Christine Nevaquaya at 954-548-5908 

Enrollment it limited!!!! 

Sponsored by the Seminole Tribe of Florida 


III! 
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Tallest Tilt-Wall Ever Goes Up at Hard Rock 


2,300 Space Parking Garage 
Construction Project on Target 
for Opening in Late Spring 

By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD — On Feb. 2, the new 
Lucky Street parking garage at the Seminole Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino, off US 441, just north of 
Stirling Rd. hoisted the tallest tilt-up wall in the 

world at 96 feet, 
six inches. 

This 

beat the old 
record by more 
than five feet. 
The tilt wall 
process not only 
saves time by 
constructing the 
wall on-site but 
saves money. 

The 

wall is made of 
solid concrete 
versus the old 
method of using 
block and 
beams. All 11 
retail buildings 
in the Seminole 
Paradise were 
constructed by 
Tiltcrete with the tilt-up wall process. This Tilt- Wall 
process also meets building code specs and can with- 
stand winds of up to 150mph. 

The 2,300 parking spaces encompass more 
than 800,000 square feet, with seven levels of multi- 
directional speed and ramp access. 



Felix DoBosz 

Solid concrete blocks are tilted 
and stacked to form the outer 
walls. 



Shelley Marmor 

At 96 feet this piece is the tallest tilt-wall in the 
world. 



Stephen Galla 


When completed this spring the parking garage will add 2,300 new parking spaces. 


ESSENTIAL APOTHECARY 



VISIT OUR BOOTH AT THE: 
Miccosukee Tribe Arts Festival 
Dec. 26th, 2005 ■ Jan. 1st, 2006 



'HERB OF THE MONTH* 






1 - 800 - 551-5009 

ESSENTIAL OILS 4 AROMATHERAPY 4 HERBS ■ EDUCATION 
ORGANIC TEA - MASSAGE OIL - SALVES ■ CLAY - SOAP 
CANDLES ■ PERSONAL CARE PRODUCTS - HOME & OFFICE 
CLEANERS -GIFTS* BOOKS • CONSULTATIONS 
E N VI RON M E NTAL M ISTl NG 


ORGANIC TEA HOUSE 

Some Tea and a Healthy Snack Any Time 

rganic Cooking Classes *** 

Learn to Make your own Soap, just $5.00 

Please Call to make Reservations for any of the Classes 


* * 


Mention 

complimentary san 
California White Sage. 


Lavender Class 

Learn how to use Lavender for 
Aromatherapy ■ Lavender as Food 
Home & Personal care products 


Certified Organic* 
Chamomile 
is revered 
for it’s Calming 
Properties. 



SW H SL 
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1 2226 SW 8th Street 
Miami FL 33184 
Ph: 305.551.5009 
Fax: 305.551.5690 

www.essentialspothecary.com 


Give the Gift of Healthy living 
to the ones you love. 

We offer a huge array of 
All Natural Products. 
‘GIFT BASKETS AVAILABLE* 
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ALL MONTH LONG IN FEBRUARY 


SWIPE&WIN $177,000 

IN THE PROGRESSIVE JACKPOT - IT’S STILL GROWING! 

We re also giving away $ 125,000 in additional cash and prizes to over 6.000 

lucky winners. Swipe each day to increase your chances of winning. 


SWIPE&WIN EVEN MORE GREAT PRIZES: 

• Up \q $2D T 000 in cash 

* Free Play 

• Player Points good for overnight stays, restaurants. Hard Rock Live tickets & more 

* Seminole Hard Rock logo T d merchandise 

• Complimentary overnight stays 

* Seminole Paradise Offers 



If you win T you choose which vehicle! Drawing Monday, February 27 al 9PM. 


TVnr-. in: cj.rr^-n; 31 lime, Pnoniatotts are suti|ect T o cftanqe nr r^oet Witrai.r! 'wure, ft you or stmeore you kJ 1 v.-. rias a p^Uem. can i-r-tfr— • ill’: | 


YOUR CHOICE OF EITHER 

333jmj 









Romance Banquet 


Page 5 



Swamp Cabbage Festival 

Page 15 



35th Annual Tribal Fair & 
Pow Wow 

Pages 33-36 



www. semin oletribe. com 


Volume XXVII • Number 4 


March 1 7, 2006 


Voice of t/ie^nconq tiered 


68th Annual 
Brighton Field 
Days Highlights 

By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — For the first time at 
the Brighton Festival & Rodeo the extraordi- 
nary Haskell Dancers from Haskell Indian 
Nations University in Lawrence, Kan, were 
featured performers. Their outstanding per- 
formances and instructive interpretations 
enthralled the audiences on Feb. 18-19. 

Approximately 1 ,000 students repre- 
senting 150 federally recognized Tribes from 
36 states are pursuing associate of arts degrees 
or four year baccalaureate degree programs at 
the University. Haskell incorporates the per- 
spective of Native American culture in the 
class curriculum. The dancers are students or 
alumni who perform ancestral dances they 
have learned from their elders. 

In the Brighton show arena, the narra- 
tor, Dustina Abrahamson, explained the cultur- 
al dances and their symbolism after introduc- 
ing each performer. She stressed that the 
dances are complex and difficult. 

“To be a dancer you have to be in 
really good shape,” she said. 

The young men and women danced 
under a warm sun their energetic and colorful 
fancy shawl dances, fancy dances, the hoop 
dance and warrior dances. 

Abrahamson also explained the dif- 
ference between the women’s honor cry versus 
the men’s warrior cry which she said are often 
mistakenly portrayed in Hollywood movies. 

She also told the crowd that some of the 
dances they perform have become favorites in 
the Pow Wow circuit. 

Hoop dancer Lumje Micco Sampson, 
told the crowd that he is a Muskogee Creek 
from Upstate New York attending Haskell 
University. 

“It has taken my whole life to perfect 
the hoop dance,” he said. 

He explained the symbolism of the 

♦ See FIELD DAY, page 31 


BC Senior 
Center Scores 
Excellent Food 
Service Rating 

Submitted by Health Department 

A food service inspection was recent- 
ly conducted at the Big Cypress Senior Center. 
The center received a rating of excellent and 
was found to be “the cleanest and most organ- 
ized food establishment on all Seminole Tribe 
of Florida reservations.” 

This accomplishment is no easy task 
as this environmental health inspection is con- 
ducted as a surprise visit and is very in-depth 
and detail oriented. This operational review 
assesses the condition of the food as well as 
the protection of the food. 

Environmental Health Specialist Chris 
Chepa has also given Awards of Excellence to 
Hollywood Senior Center, Immokalee Senior 
Center, as well as Big Cypress Preschool and 
Ahfachkee School. 

It is very important not only that the 
food is in good condition and free from 
spoilage when it arrives at the center, but it 
must also be prepared and held at the proper 
temperature and for the appropriate amount of 
time. Food that is not kept cold enough, hot 
enough or left out for too long can promote the 
growth of dangerous bacteria or other organ- 
isms which can cause illness. 

Cleanliness is also of paramount 
importance in a food establishment and is scru- 
tinized closely in a food service review. Not 
only is the food equipment and utensils 
inspected, but the quality of the hand washing 
facilities, bathroom facilities, plumbing/sewage 
disposal, garbage disposal and all floors, walls 
and ceilings are all thoroughly inspected as 
well. 

❖ See BC SENIOR, page 3 



The Big Cypress Senior Center received a 
rating of ex cellent. 



Susan Etxebarria 

On Feb. 16, Jewel Buck was crowned the 2006 Brighton Seminole Princess. 


Introducing Brighton Miss and 
Junior Miss Seminole Princesses 


Jewel Buck, Stevie Brantley Crowned 



By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — Jewel Buck, 
Bird clan, is the new 2006 Brighton 
Seminole Princess. Her mother is 
Emma Urbina. The eighth grader 
attends Yearling Middle School in 
Okeechobee County where she played 


this past year on the varsity basketball 
team. She is playing softball this 
spring. 

At the competition held Feb. 

16 to select the Brighton Seminole 
Princesses, Jewel recited the poem she 
wrote as a memorial to her baby sister 
Jorja Julia Urbina called 
“The Best.” The poem 
was published in the 
Seminole Tribune’s 
January November 25™ 
issue. 

Also selected 
was the new 2006 Junior 
Brighton Seminole 
Princess, Stevie 
Brantley, Panther clan. 
Stevie is a straight A 
student in the sixth 
grade at Osceola Middle 
School in Okeechobee 
County. 

“I think it’s a 
great experience to rep- 
resent the Tribe,” said 
Stevie as she was enjoy- 
ing her first duties to be 
an ambassador for the 
Tribe at the Brighton 
Festival on Feb. 18-19. 

Many tourists 
stopped to ask Stevie 
questions about her 
beautiful dress made by 
her clan grandmother, 
Mary Jo Micco. Stevie 
is the daughter of 
Theresa Nunez Boronei 
and her maternal grand- 
mother is Alice Johns 
Sweat. 

The Brighton 
Seminole Princesses 
also represent the Tribe 
in many Florida com- 
munity parades such as 
the Speckled Perch 
Festival in Okeechobee 
City, Fla. and the Chalo 
Nitka in Moore Haven, 

Susan Etxebarria uir, 


Stevie Brantley was crowned the 2006 Jr. Brighton 
Seminole Princess. 


Crysten Smith Earns Title 
of Little Miss Seminole 


By Emma Brown 

BRIGHTON— Crysten Smith, 
7, daughter of Jamie and Crystal Smith of 
Brighton, recently brought the title of 
Little Miss Seminole back to Brighton 
with her. The Brighton reservation is 
extremely proud of Crysten, but is not 
surprised that she won. 

For anyone that doesn’t know 


Crysten you are definitely missing out on 
knowing a very special person. She is an 
extremely outgoing, beautiful little girl 
that will always leave you with a smile 
on your face after an encounter with her. 
Crysten is a straight A student at 
Seminole Elementary and always puts 

❖ See LITTLE MISS, page 31 



Emma Brown 


Crysten Smith of Brighton was recently crowned Little Miss Seminole, 


Chairman Cypress Selected For 
Induction in Chilocco Hall of Fame 


Submitted by Jim Baker 

TULSA, OK — The nomina- 
tion of Mitchell Cypress, a 1966 gradu- 
ate of Chilocco Indian School was one 
of two names who received unanimous 
approval of the Board of Directors for 
induction into the Chilocco Hall of 
Fame. 

The induction ceremonies will 
follow the Annual Alumni Reunion ban- 
quet, Saturday, June 10, 2006 at the 
Raddison Hotel in Tulsa, Okla. 

Chairman Cypress, a Vietnam 
War veteran, will be presented for 
induction by Chief Enoch Kelly Haney 
of the Seminole Nation of Oklahoma. 
Chief Haney, a famous artist, is a former 
state senator who served the maximum 
term allowed by term limit laws in 
Oklahoma. 

Chilocco Indian School was 
one of the largest and most diverse 
Indian schools in the U.S., with a peak 
enrollment of 1 ,200, before closure in 
1980. Although a disappearing breed, its 
graduates live all across the U.S. and 
represent all professions. According to 
Jim Baker, president of the Chilocco 
National Alumni Association and a 1960 
graduate himself, the youngest alumni is 
42 years of age. 

“You can subtract 42 from the 
average age of death for American 
Indians and calculate the approximate 
year the Chilocco graduate will be no 
more,” Baker said. “However, accom- 


plishments of our graduates as educa- 
tors, medical and legal professionals, 
engineers, entrepreneurs and Tribal lead- 
ers such as Chairman Cypress, created a 
Chilocco legacy. This legacy, combined 
with memories our own children have of 
the school, will continue to remind peo- 
ple for years to come that Chilocco had 
a significant impact on the American 
society.” 

All Chilocco students, former 
employees and friends are invited to 
witness the Hall of Fame induction by 
attending the annual reunion. The class 
of 1956 will be the honored class of the 
reunion. The reunion begins on June 9 
and closes on June 1 1 . 

Activities on June 9 include a 
golf tournament, Tribal clothing fashion 
show of all Tribes, talent show, presen- 
tation by the Cherokee Nation 
Children’s Choir and an evening Pow 
wow. June 10 activities start with a vet- 
eran’s breakfast, the annual general 
business meeting and elections, pool 
tournament, class meetings, banquet and 
ballroom dancing. The reunion will 
close on June 1 1 with intertribal worship 
services and Tribal hymnal singing. 

The attraction at each reunion 
is the Memorabilia Room where all 
yearbooks, pictures, artifacts and other 
school items are displayed. 

Craft vendor booth spaces are 
available and may be reserved by call- 
ing James Edwards at (918) 742-1549. 



Chris Jenkins 

Michael Irvin on the first hole where his old jersey number was emblazoned. 


Tribe, Hard Rock Sponsor 
Haymaker Charity Event 


By Chris Jenkins 

HOLLYWOOD — During the 
March 3^1 weekend, Seminole Sports 
Management (SSM) along with Michael 
Irvin’s Playmaker Charities and 
Academies joined forces in its first annu- 
al celebrity charity golf tournament and 


auction. 

The major sponsors for the 
event were the Hard Rock Hotel & 

Casino and the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida. 

❖ See PLAYMAKER, page 17 
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Iretta Tiger 


Freezing rain didn’t stop the march from the Puyallup reservation to the court- 
house. 


Tacoma Champions Leonard Pettier 


By Iretta Tiger 

TACOMA, WA — Leonard 
Peltier has now been in prison for 30 
years. To understand how long 30 years 
is one must realize that Peltier has been 
imprisoned longer than Nelson Mandela. 

Leonard Peltier, Anishinabe 
(Chippewa), is an activist for native 
rights who was unjustly convicted of 
killing two FBI agents on the Pine Ridge 
reservation in 1976. Peltier has yet to 
receive a fair trial despite many discrep- 


ancies which the FBI has publicly admit- 
ted to. 

For 13 years the Tacoma 
Leonard Peltier Support Group (LPSG) 
has held an annual march and rally in an 
effort to raise awareness and to keep 
Peltier’s plight in the public eye. On Feb. 
4 men, women and children of all races 
marched from the Puyallup reservation to 
the federal court house in downtown 
Tacoma. 


Through the freezing rain and 
much to the chagrin of court house secu- 
rity guards Aztec dancers welcomed the 
marchers at the courthouse doors. The 
unceremonious weather did not impede 
on the rally; native elders, a drum group 
and many speakers from local organiza- 
tions championed Peltier. 

One guest in particular made 
this year’s rally a very special one; 
Chauncey Peltier, Leonard Peltier’s son. 
This was the first time Chauncey has ever 
attended an event such 
as this. 

“Growing up I 
didn’t know about any 
of this,” he said. 

“Thanks to my aunt 
[Dorothy Akerman] I’m 
learning more each 
day.” 

When the shoot 
out took place in 1976, 
Chauncey was very 
young and starting to 
become close to his 
father. He didn’t see his 
father again until he was 
16. 

“I feel that I 
was robbed of my rela- 
tionship with my dad,” 
he said. “I would feel 
differently if my dad 
were guilty. Don’t get 
me wrong, I am a firm 
believer in law and 
order but my dad has 
been treated unfairly.” 

Peltier contin- 
ues to be treated unfairly. On June 30, 
2005 Peltier was moved to Terre Haute, 
Ind.; the move was done without the noti- 
fication of his family and attorney. Peltier 
was placed in solitary confinement indef- 
initely. He is currently at the U.S. 
Penitentiary in Lewisburg, Penn.. 

For updates, events information 
and contact information surf to 
www. leonardpeltier. org . 




Can you guess who this person is? 
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Survey of the Seminole Indians of Florida 


By Roy Nash 

[Editor s Note: This is a verbatim re-print of a survey of the 
Seminole Indians by Roy Nash conducted on behalf of the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs in 1930. This is Part 1 of series The Seminole 
Tribune will re-print in its entirety. Please see the April 7 issue of 
The Tribune for Part 2.] 

Exert 1, Part 1: The Florida Seminole and his environment 
SEMINOLE SURVEY OF 1930 

By Roy Nash 


CHAPTER I 

A TYPICAL CAMP OF 1930 

The starting point in time of this 1930 survey is the year 
1880. Just half a century ago Clay MacCauley, of the Bureau of 
American Ethnology, sojourned in the camps of the Florida 
Seminoles; in the fifth annual report of that 
journal appears the record of the first study 
of theses Indians made without political bias. 

Two points 50 years apart may indicate the 
trend of a slowly moving body with some 
accuracy. 

The starting point in space is 
Miami. From the gold coasts of pleasure the 
Tamiami Trail runs west across the 
Everglades. Within 30 miles of the city hall 
one encounters an outstanding anachronism: 

In the canal a dugout canoe; standing in the 
stern, with poised spear. He wears neither 
shoes nor hat. He wears nothing that is worn 
in the city 40 minutes away. His only gar- 
ment is a knee length shirt, belted at the 
waist. Like Joseph’s coat, it is of many col- 
ors, bright, vivid, marking the wearer as a 
man apart from the metropolis of 110,000 
which has sprung up like magic on the edge 
of his wilderness. A primitive hunter 30 
miles from a center of industrial civilization 
where airplanes purr and ocean-going liners 
dock and a hundred thousand idlers bask in 
the sun-the Seminole. 

At the junction with the north and 
south road from Everglades to La Belle we 
turn from the pavement to a gravel road that parallels the rails of 
the Atlantic Coast Line, and motor north through the Big Cypress 
Swamp to Immokalee. Two stores, a hotel, a filling station, a 
boarding house, two or three bootleggers, and an Indian camp out 
beyond the railroad station. 

Guava Camp, our immediate destination, lies 35 miles 
southeast of the Immokalee. No proper appreciation of the camp, 
however, can be had without mention of the 45 miles to be tra- 
versed after one leaves anything that might be called a road. We 
load an Indian bull cart with camp duffel and get it started by 3 
in the afternoon. Young Ivey Byrd has come in from Hendry 
County Reservation in a Ford truck, but as the month is August 
and hot he waits until evening to make a start in order to spare 
the litter of pigs which are to share the vehicle with us. In the wet 
season four- fifths of the trail from Immokalee to the Reservation 
is covered with from 2 to 6 inches of water. 

Byrd belongs to the school of marsh drivers that holds 
chains and ropes were worse then useless, because of the tenden- 
cy of rear ends to bury themselves in the mud. Our normal mode 
of progression was for me to ride on the running board until the 
wheels began to spin, then jump off and push before the car lost 
momentum; sit down for 200 yards in high across a hammock; 
jump and push across half a mile of water and mud. Then stop 
for 1 5 minutes to let the engine cool. As luck would have it, we 
overtook the Indian just west of the Okaloacoochee Slough, 
where the water runs 2 feet deep. So we transferred certain pre- 
cious perishables to the bull cart while navigating the Ford 
across. Thus leisurely processing through the mud and the morn- 
ing, when we bogged down completely, abandoned the Ford and 
the pigs, and waded to the reservation buildings which perched 
on the half an acre of comparatively dry land. 

Wading back at daylight, we pried up the Ford with 
poles, crammed palmetto and brush into the ruts, and brought the 
load home under power — a typical wet-weather trip, nine hours 
to cover 37 miles. At midnight of the second day the ox team 
arrived. Beyond the reservation buildings the water deepens and 
the ground softens so that even an empty Ford, at this season, 
could not traverse the last 8 miles. We footed it, the water being 8 
to 10 inches deep a large part of the way. Three hours for an 
automobile to cover the 110 miles from Miami to Immokalee, 
three days for an ox team to negotiate the 45 miles from 
Immokalee to Guava Camp. 

SECTION 1. GUAVA CAMP 

Guava Camp lies precisely on the western margin of the 
Everglades, 50 miles northwest of Miami. With the camp fire as a 
center, a 50-foot radius would inscribe the dry land at the height 
of the wet season. No circle of equal size in Florida can yield 
more interesting facts. 

SECTION 2. SEMINOLE FIRE 

I have made camp in Luzon and Negros, in the Bahia 
and Matto Grosso, on the Lievre River in Ontario and beside the 
Salmon in Idaho — the Seminole makes the best camp fire I have 
ever seen. He takes 8 or 1 0 dry logs, of any length that a man can 
conveniently carry and any diameter he can conveniently cut, and 
arranges them as the spokes of a wheel. At the hole he kindles 
his fire. To brighten it, he pushes in a couple of logs; when it 
grows too hot he pulls them apart. Three points of support pan or 
kettle may be arranged by the merest touch. The elements of the 
fire themselves furnish a seat for whomever stirs the pot, let the 
wind blow whither it will. Dogs, chickens, pigs, lies between the 
logs at night sheltered from the wind and warmed by the embers. 

Above this fireplace the Seminole erects a roof support- 
ed by four uprights say 1 0 feet apart, thatched with palmetto 
leaves. From the rafters the squaw hangs her pots and pans, her 
drying venison, her condiments and herbs, out of reach of the 
livestock. The whole arrangement is one of those perfect adapta- 
tions of means to end which characterize a competent people. 

About the fireplace, here at Guava Camp, are grouped 
four dwellings, the nearest one 1 5 feet from the fire, the farthest 
extending to the very edge of the 50-foot circle of dry land. The 
largest is perhaps 12 by 20 feet. It is essentially a platform 3 feet 
from the ground covered by an overhanging roof, the generous 
eaves of which, curved wide about each end, extend down to 


within 3 feet of the platform. The roof is supported by 10 or a 
dozen durable hardwood posts set in the ground, notched at the 
top to receive the girder. Upon a frame of light poles thus sup- 
ported is thatched an exquisite roof of palmetto leaves, the 
thatched weighed by logs tied together and slung across the 
ridge. A separate set of short posts supports the platform, which 
is floored with hand-hewn planks leveled and smoothed to a 
degree worthy of honest workmanship. In this particular long 
house there are three sections to the platform, one for dining and 
two for sleeping, with narrow alleys between. 

The suitability of this house for hot weather is manifest. 
Visibility is perfect. As a protection against a driving rain it is not 
so good; in very cold weather one would naturally quit it to sit by 
the fire. Its great merits are a floor that is out of the mud, that is 
high enough to sit upon and let the legs swing clear, a floor 
which crumbs and dirt are easily swept; and an absolutely tight 


roof directly under which, upon the beams and suspended from 
the rafters, can be stored clothing, guns, food, buckskin, whatever 
it is desired to keep dry. 

Two other houses are in nowise different except that 
they have undivided platforms and are somewhat smaller. But it 
should be noted that ridge poles do not all run one way, so that if 
one building is floored by a driving storm, there is likely another 
comparatively dry. The fourth is framed and floored, but not 
roofed, it is used for drying skins and cutting up meat; two days, 
work would convert it into a habitable dwelling. 

Certain other structures deserve attention. There is a 
high table where dishes are washed and dried in the sun; a stock- 
ade around some banana plants; a movable pen 3 feet square for 
holding a pig or an alligator. The mortar and pestle, the former 
hollowed in the head of an 18-inch log, are highly important in 
the domestic economy, being used for hashing dried venison as 
well as for pounding corn. 

The garden at this time of year is wet and full of weeds; 
inclosing it is a tight fence of palmetto stems and logs. The hole 
for drinking water is within 70 feet of the fireplace. Not much 
farther away in another direction is the depression where clothing 
is washed, with a post set in the ground surmounted by a broad 
board by way of a table. A high line of clean poles takes the place 
of a clothes line. 

The construction of theses houses is identical with the 
typical construction described by Clay Mac Cauley 50 years ago 
with one exception; nails are now so cheap and easily procured 
that they are used in fastening the thatch; formerly the framework 
was lashed together and the thatch tied on with any of half a 
dozen easily procurable fibers. 

Those who occupied Guava camp in August of 1930 
were eight. Whitney Cypress is the head of the family, a position 
carrying more duties then rights. Six feet tall, lean, muscular, 
upstanding, he carries his 50 years unmarred by abdominal defor- 
mation or fallen arches and with a vigor which the average white 
man of 30 well might envy. It is his custom to roll out of bed 
shortly before dawn, pull over his shirt of many colors a pair of 
cheap cotton trousers tied with cord about the ankles, stow shot- 
gun and shells in the bow of his cypress canoe, and start off on 
his daily hunt without eating a mouthful of breakfast. In the wet 
season one can push a dugout most anywhere through the 
Everglades. Where the water is shallow, he wades; when it deep- 
ens to 8 to 10 inches he steps in and poles. Shoving a canoe 
through water all day is something that any man in good condi- 
tion can do; shoving all day through the mixture of grass and 
water which is the Everglades is something which only a 
Seminole can do. 

He poles across these infinite marshes until bent grass, 
perhaps, arrests his attention, telling him not only which way the 
deer went but how long ago. Only a clever hunter like the 
Seminole can stalk deer in glades which afford no cover. If no 
fresh signs of deer are seen, or if the camp be stocked with meat, 
Whitney shoves on to an alligator hole in the edge of the ham- 
mock. Water 4 or 5 feet deep, perhaps. He pokes about with a 
pole to locate his prey. Failing to find him that way, the hunter 
holds his nose and imitates the grunt of the beast. To amuse me, 
Whitney one day called an 8 -foot alligator to the surface four 
times in the course of half an hour. It seems a bit indecent thus to 
play upon reptilian passion. In the operation of skinning, his 
movements were swift, sure, clever. 

Generally, this Indian returned to camp around noon, for 
the midday August was intense. One day he brought home a 
buck, another a turtle and some duck eggs, sometimes nothing at 
all. Curlew and turkeys were abundant, but the food problem was 
so easily settled that he preferred to put in his time hunting for 
things with a cash value — alligator hides, buckskin, coo skins. I 
have known him to stay out all day without eating. 

At whatever hour he returned to camp, Whitney would 
pull of his wet trousers, eat, then stretch out for a siesta. It is the 
mark of a man that whatever he does, he does with a will. The 
Seminole, after 4 or 5 hours of vigorous exercise, can loaf for 
half a day with zest. But usually the necessity to fetch firewood, 
or some puttering job about camp or garden, kept this worker 
fairly busy. 



Letters & E-mail 


Please send all letters to 6300 Stirling Road, Hollywood, FL 33024 
❖tribune@semtribe.com ❖ 


Dear Editor, 

Do any of your reservations in 
Florida still play high stakes bingo? 

doloresh3 1 @aol.com 

Dear doloresh31@aol.com , 

The Seminole Indian 
Casino-Hollywood is the only one that 
still does high stakes bingo. 

Edward Jenkins 
Director Compliance & 
Regulations 

Dear Editor, 

I was just wondering if your 
poker tournaments are always full or if 
you have to book in advance? I’m coming 
down for a vacation March 10. 

David Noganosh 


Dear Mr. Noganosh, 

Most of our tournaments do sell 
out. The best thing to do is call us at 
(800) 218-0007 and ask for the Casino 
Cashier Cage. They can book you into a 
tournament over the phone. You just have 
to pay the entrance fee into that particu- 
lar tournament. 

We have tournaments every day 
of the week, including a $300 buy-in no 
limit Texas Hold ‘Em tournament every 
Saturday. 

Good luck, 

Dean Stone 
Immokalee Casino 


Photo Contest 



Standing L-R: Mary Doctor, Ronnie 
Doctor, Martha Doctor, Nancy Willie 
and Ernie Bert. Sitting L-R: Virginia 
Bert, Marie Willie. 
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Lila Osceola 


Carla Cypress, 2nd for indian tacos, and Alexandra Frank, 3rd place ribs, stand at their booth after win- 
ning trophies. 


Rib and Indian Taco Cook Off 


By Lila Osceola 

HOLLYWOOD — Talk about some good 
food! What better way to spend a beautiful Saturday 
evening that with five teams of cookers, one for ribs 
and one for Indian tacos. . .? The table was set for a 
good day to compete for a trophy. 

On Feb. 25 at approximately 4 p.m. the rib 
and Indian taco cook off was in the heat of the 
moment. To set the mood for the afternoon, Sonny 
and the Road Hogs band played some upbeat but laid 
back barbequing music. 

After a late start and an all evening cooking 



Lila Osceola 


Champion Indian Taco maker, Sunshine Frank. 



Lila Osceola 


JudyJones and Mingo Jones take the title, overall 
winner of appearance. 

session, the time was near to put the judges to work. 
The judges were to judge on appearance of the booth 
and taste. Louise Gopher, Stephen Bowers, and the 
rest of the judges had a major task ahead of them. Eat 
five times in matter of minutes is not an easy thing to 
do, not to mention, eating both ribs and Indian tacos. 
Talk about some good food! 

At about 9:30 p.m. the judges had come to 
their final picks. Here’s what they came up with. 

Indian Taco Cook Off: 1. Sunshine Frank, 2. 
Carla Cypress 3. Andrea Tommie; Rib Cook Off: 1. 
Richard Osceola, 2. Michael Gentry, 3. Alexandra 
Frank. 

The overall winner of appearance was the 
brother/sister duo of Judy Jones and Mingo Jones 
who brought home the title for this year’s Rib and 
Indian Taco Cook Off. 



Lila Osceola 

Judges eat and judge the booth of Andrea and Tony Tommie. Andrea Tommie won 3rd for her delicious 
Indian Tacos. 
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Bronze By Cooley 

BRADLEY & BRAD COOLEY JR. 


littpJAwwrM.bron2ebycooley.coro 
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E-mail: bfadJey@br6nzebycoolay.com 


Continued from page 1 

Personnel in any food establishment must 
follow many protocols to keep the environment clean 
and the food safe. If they are sick, they are restricted 
from working, they must follow strict hand washing 
procedures and hygienic practices and they must 
always wear clean clothes and hair restraints during 
food handling and preparation. 

What makes Big Cypress Senior Center such 
a winning combination? Ask Cecilia Solano, the Big 
Cypress/Naples Senior Center site manger for the 
past four-and-a-half years and she has a ready 
response-teamwork. 

“No one person can accomplish this; it is 
about communication and working together,” said 
Solano. “I take everybody’s input and involve staff in 
all activities. They take as much pride in a job well 
done, as I do.” It is true, there is an easygoing cama- 
raderie among the staff, but there is no question that 
strict attention is paid to food safety compliance and 
hygiene issues. 

Every team is only as good as its leader, but 
Leah Minnick, director of Elder Affairs is quick to 
give the praise to her Big Cypress Senior Center 
staff. 

“Those girls in the kitchen know what work 
is and want to do things right,” Minnick said. “Cecilia 
[Solano] is very good about outlining her expectations 
and the staff knows they need to live up to it.” 

Solano laughed before responding: “Leah 
[Minnick] pushes me hard, so I push my staff hard.” 

Minnick admits her top priority is cleanliness 
at the Senior Center. 

“I have always said if you are out on the 
road and stop at a restaurant and the bathroom is a 
mess, you can bet the kitchen isn’t any cleaner,” she 
said. “Dedicated staff that is what makes a good team. 
All of our senior centers are excellent.” 

Solano said she is also appreciative of the 
support provided by Chairman Mitchell Cypress, Big 
Cypress Council representative David Cypress and 
Big Cypress Board Representative Paul Bowers. 

“They come in here all the time,” she said. 
“They eat our meals and praise the staff for a job well 
done. The appreciation encourages everybody to keep 



Submitted by Health Department 


Carol Cypress hard at work during her ceramic 
class. 


working hard.” 

With the support of these three, the Senior 
Center has been able to add many additional activities 
to our calendar such as daily ceramics class, yoga and 
chair aerobics held every Monday at 10 a.m., Solano 
said. 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress offered this com- 
ment: “I enjoy eating at the senior centers on all the 
reservations. It seems that that the Big Cypress staff 
has really outdone themselves to receive this special 
distinction. It would be good to see all the centers 
receive this recognition.” 

The Big Cypress Senior Center is clean, the 
food is good, the staff is friendly and there is much to 
do. Congratulations to the staff on achieving the food 
service inspection rating of excellent. 

The Big Cypress Senior Center’s upcoming 
events include the Strawberry Festival, the ATV ride 
on March 21 and the Spring Trikefest on March 31. 
For more information, contact the Senior Center at 
(863) 902-3211. 



Submitted by Health Department 

BC Hotmeals Staff shows off award certificate. 


BC Hotmeals Staff 

Angelica Estrada 
Kitchen Manager 
5 years 

Andrea De La Torre 
Assistant Cook 
5 years 

Elisa Castanon 
Custodian/Driver 
5 years 
Pedro Aguilar 
Dining Room Assistant 
2 1/2 years 
Hilda Jumper 
Dining Room Assistant 
7 month 
Ruby Osceola 
Interpreter 
4 1/2 years 
Melissa Guzman 
Assistant Manager 
11/2 years 
Cecelia Solano 
B.C./Naples 
Site Manager 
9 years 
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Miss Florida Seriiino 


purchase a raffk ticket fonfeSR# 
so she may meet her sales requirement 
to compete in the ' l&j 
2006 Miss Indian World Pageant 


Come join her at the Gathering of [iijrto 
in AlbuQuerQue, New Mexiccr®B 
lor the Miss Indian World Pageant 4 
April 28-29. 2006 t 


pkm contact Wanda Bowers 
(954) 966-6300 x 1468 

Pageant to be held on Thursday, April 27, 2006 


Christine E. McCall, I9yrs old, Hollywood Florida 
Hollywood Reservation 

Florida State University, Majoring in Social Wort 
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Safety Show With Officer Ollie and 
Fireman Frank at Hollywood Pre-School 


By Tony Heard 

HOLLYWOOD — On March 1 the 
Seminole Police Department (SPD) Crime Prevention 
Unity teamed up with the Pembroke Pines Crime Unit 
to bring some very special guests to the Seminole 
Pre-School. 

Sergeant A1 Signore and Officer Susie 
Lawson got in touch with Lou Manfra and Gloria 


Zeller and scheduled a time for Officer Ollie and 
Fireman Frank to bring their message of stranger dan- 
ger and fire safety to the kids. 

The time was set for 10 a.m. and the kids 
had no idea what great fun was in store for them. 
After being escorted to the seating 
area, Officer Manfra explained a 
few things about safety to the kids 
and then turned the floor over to 
Officer Ollie. 

Then from behind the pre 
arranged curtain jumped a puppet 
that had a badge, a hat, and uni- 
form singing a song on “not talk- 
ing to strangers.” He then stopped 
and introduced himself and asked 
for a little participation from the 
kids with the song. This time dur- 
ing the song all the kids were 
clapping and waving and interact- 
ing with Officer Ollie. 

After a small skit with 
two other puppets, Keenan and 
Sally talked about getting candy 
from strangers as well as leaving 
with strangers. Officer Ollie 
came out to acknowledge how 
well the kids comprehended the 
message and asked a few questions, 

When asked about going with strangers, 
majority of the kids knew that it was a bad thing to 
do, and remembered what was said earlier in the pro- 
gram about what to do if a stranger is messing with 
you. Officer Ollie thanked all the kids for being such 
good listeners and turned the floor back over to 
Officer Manfra. 


He then touched on a few things about fire 
safety like how to crawl low if there is smoke in the 
house and having a family meeting place outside. 
Then Fireman Frank was introduced and emerged 
from behind the curtain with a song all his own. The 
song was a bit longer and got all the kids excited and 
ready to learn about fire safety issues. When the song 


was over Fireman Frank touched a bit more on the 
importance of crawling low when there is smoke 
present so everyone will be able to make it outside 
and away from the fire safely. 

Then Fireman Frank explained that in some 
cases a piece of clothes that you’re wearing may 
catch fire. He asked the kids if they knew what to do 
if that happens and two or three of them shouted out, 

“you stop, drop, 
and roll.” This 
answer got a 
bunch of applause 
and cheers from 
the teachers and 
officers that were 
present. 

Fireman 
Frank went and 
got a friend named 
Stan to help him 
sing a song and 
show all the kids 
how to stop-drop- 
and roll. The kids 
enjoyed the song 
and the actions of 
Stan, lots of laughs 
and singing roared 
through the pre- 
school. At least we 
all knew they were 
paying attention to 
the words and get- 
ting the message 
on what to do in 

this type of emergency. 

Fireman Frank and friend Stan was the con- 
clusion of the puppet show and Officer Manfra took 
the floor again to reiterate what was discussed during 
the morning of fun and entertainment. 


The kids responded to good and the teachers 
began to funnel them all back to their respective 
rooms. The Pembroke Pines Crime Prevention Unit 
has been doing these shows for about 10 years now at 
surrounding pre-schools and elementary schools. 

They do between 30-35 shows a year usually trying to 
schedule them before 1 1 a.m. 

The reason for this is because the primary 
puppet handler is a 
nurse at Memorial 
Regional Hospital. 
His name is David 
Wade and has been 
volunteering his time 
and services to this 
effort for nine or ten 
years now. Mr. Wade 
works the graveyard 
shift at the hospital 
and comes straight 
from work to wher- 
ever the schedule 
puppet show is. 

Officer 

Manfra said Wade is 
a very giving person 
and loves being able 
to help the kids and 
work with the pup- 
pets to deliver 
knowledge to youth. 

The show is 
set up where all the 
voices and words 
are on a compact 
disc and the motions 
of the mouth and body are all that needs to be done 
when handling. The shows last approximately 45 min- 
utes, with a total set up time of 15 minutes. They also 
do a show that touches on traffic safety and wearing 
seatbelts. I am sure they will be invited back to per- 
form that show in the near future. 
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Question and answer time with Officer Ollie. 
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The audience attentively listens to the informative presentation. 


President's Day Volleyball and Career Day 



Tony Heard 

Various Tribal departments, including SPD and Fire Rescue, provided information on Career Day. 



By Tony Heard 

HOLLYWOOD — The Seminole Tribe 
Recreation department teamed up with the Seminole 
Police Department and decided it would be a good 
thing to have something for the kids on a day when 
they had no school, opportunity presented itself, Feb. 
20, President’s Day. 


Officer Susie Lawson, SPD crime prevention specialist. 


fun. Recreation staff combined with Officer Susie 
Lawson of the SPD Crime Prevention Unit, and oth- 
ers to put together a career day for the youth and vol- 
leyball game for any adults who wanted to come and 
play. 

Officer James Boudreaux from the motorcy- 
cle division came out to show and explain different 
things about this bike. Officer 
Mario Gonzalez from the K-9 
unit came out with his dog 
Tyson. Tyson specializes in nar- 
cotics and is a well conditioned 
obedient companion/partner. 

The Seminole firefight- 
ers from Big Cypress also trav- 
eled down with the fire engine 
to show all the kids how it 
works and answer any question 
youngsters may have. 

The festivities began at 
approximately 11:30 a.m. and 
although there were not many 
kids around everyone had a high 
moral. Food was served at noon, 
hamburgers and franks were 
grilled up by Officer Jerome 
Williams. He decided to come 
and contribute his expert grilling 
Tony Heard techniques for the event. A few 
younger kids came by around 

noon and checked out and pet 

the new Crime Prevention 
Dodge named Magnum and hear the sirens roar. 

Many kids had traveled to Brighton over the 
weekend for the annual field day activities and had 
not yet returned. Even though the numbers were not 
as expected, there will be another day scheduled in 
the future for all the kids to come out and learn a few 
things about different careers out there. 

At 1:00 p.m. members of the Recreation 
department, SPD and a few adults from the commu- 
nity all hit the court to play a little volleyball. The 
teams were mixed and matched, and it was a very fun 
and amusing game. It was all fun until the competi- 
tiveness took over and everyone got a bit more seri- 
ous about winning. Players were diving to get hits, 
slapping high fives, and sometimes yelling at them- 
selves for messing up. 

It was a close game and turned out to be 
good bonding experience for the departments and 
community members. Unfortunately one team had to 
lose and people had to go and spend time with loved 
ones, so the festivities had to come to an end. 
Therefore another game did not get played and the 
team that captured the victory has the bragging rights 
for now. 


Since the majority of businesses are closed 
and school’s out, everyone decided to do something 
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Officer Mario Gonzalez and Officer Tyson. 
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The President’s Day volleyball game. 




.Protect yourself from 
making a mista ke 
Practice these simple phrases ! - 

“No, you can’t search my car." 

“No, you can’t search my home.” 
“No, I don’t want to talk with you.” 
“Call my lawyer!” 

Call Guy Seligman 

954 - 760-7600 

24 hours a day 
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First Annual Seminole Romance Banquet 


By Tony Heard 

HOLLYWOOD — Sparks were flying and romance was in the 
air on Feb. 16, instead of Feb. 14 when Valentine’s Day is commonly 
celebrated. On this Thursday evening Leona Tommie- Williams organized 
and held the 1 st annual Seminole Romance Banquet. 

With a combined effort from numer- 
ous sponsors such as The Seminole Tribune , 

Allied Health, Family Services, Education, 

Culture, Recreation, Boys and Girls Club and 
the Brighton and Immokalee Council depart- 
ments the evening was sure to be one of 
laughter, romance, excitement, and good 
cheer. 

The night began around 6 p.m. with a 
prayer from Family Services’ Basil Phillips, 
who was also the emcee for the banquet. After 
he welcomed everyone for attending, he then 
added some remarks thanking those who were 
responsible for the evening. 

The Seminole way of conducting a 
wedding is special and unique. The traditional 
way for most to enter into matrimony ranges 
from jumping over brooms and breaking a 


Leona Tommie-Williams organized the Seminole 
Romance Banquet 


glass wrapped in a cloth. 
It was very educational 
for those who were in 
attendance and unfamiliar 
with traditional Seminole 
ceremonial wedding. 

Following the 
mock wedding there were 
a few raffles and 
announcements of what 
was in store for the 
evening ahead. 

The gentleman 
responsible for the variety 
of musical selections was 
D.J. Vernon from A.C.C. 
Productions. The music 
was very soothing and fit 
the mood for the night. 

There were some older songs from back in the day that got everyone 
singing, humming along and toe tapping. He also played recent unfamil- 
iar songs as well, but still kept the mood mellow and romantic. 

At about 8 p.m. a Native American comedian Don Burnstick hit 


Tony Heard 

Officer Jerome Williams shines at the 
banquet. 


The crowd had a good laugh during the couples game. 


Tony Heard 


the stage. To simply say he was funny would be a slight 
understatement. He touched on things that only Indians 
would know about and would find amusing. 

The best comedian is one who can relate to his 
audience and make them laugh about situations they have 

been through or seen 
before. This is what 
Burnstick did during his 
act all the while keep- 
ing it clean but edgy, it 
would not be a surprise 
if Burnstick were invit- 
ed back to perform for 
the Seminole Tribe in 
the future. 

The next thing 
on the agenda for the 
evening was a game 
called the couples 
game. The game was 
similar to the television 
show that Newlywed 
Game from back in the 
80s. Boys & Girls 
Clubs’ Thommy Doud 
was the host of the 

show and brought a lot 

of energy, and it wasn’t 

just the slicked back wig or the old school tuxedo with the 
ruffles either! He was definitely the man for the job. 

Three couples who participated: Leona Tommie- 
Williams and Jerome Williams, David and Barbara 
Anderson and Mabel and Ronnie Doctor. Each couple had to 
answer questions about their spouse while the spouse was 
not present. The first round of questions gave the women the 
opportunity to answer questions pertaining to what their 
husband’s attitudes are like, what their ideal night out would 
be like and favorite foods. 

Points were awarded by the judges for each answer 
the husbands answered right. Then it was time to see how 
well the husbands knew their better halves. They had many 
similar questions, and it was good to see the husbands knew 
quite a bit about their wives. 

The judges 

added up the points and 
in the end avid and 
Barbara Anderson 
came away with the 
narrow first place win. 

For knowing each other 
so well they won a gift 
certificate to the 
Council Oak restaurant 
in the Hollywood 
Seminole Hard Rock 
Hotel & Casino. 

The second 
place couple, Leona 
Tommie-Williams and 
Jerome Williams, 
received a Bath & 

Body Works gift set. 

Ronnie and Mabel 
Doctor took home third 
place, winning two 
tickets to see any movie 
they want at Muvico 
Theatres. 

The evening 

was topped off with a beautiful rendition of “The Wind Beneath My 
Wings” sung by Ollie Brooks. While singing the song, Denise Alley 
motioned the words using Indian sign language combined with modem 


Tony Heard 

David and Barbara Anderson, winers of 
the couples game. 


Everyone enjoyed the 1st Annual Seminole Romance Banquet. 


dance. The performance was 
breathtaking on both ends of 
the spectmm. The strong beau- 
tiful voice of Brooks and the 
graceful motions of Alley made 
for a wonderful combination. 

Hollywood Council 
Representative Max B. Osceola 
Jr. was present and took the 
podium to say a few words. He 
acknowledged how much he 
enjoyed the evening and 
thanked everyone for support- 
ing the event. He complimented 
the music selection it was defi- 
nitely for all to enjoy. 

The closing remarks 
from the emcee Basil Phillips 
voiced the appreciation for 
those responsible for the 
evening, and those who came 
and had a good time. The enter- 
tainment was to be remem- 
bered. Next year Leona 
Tommie-Williams said she 
plans on doing it again and 
having another fun night of 
romance. 
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Thommy Doud played host for the 
couples game. 
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30 YEARS OF TRIM. EXPERIENCE I FORMER CRIMINAL PROSECUTOR 


The Law Offices of 
Collier & Scalese 
( 954 ) 436-6200 


Free consultations 

499 N.YV. 70 Ave. Suite 100, Plantation. Florida 33317 

The hiring of a larwyer is an important decision that should not be bas^d solely upon advertisements. 

E-cfo J 5 you dctldt, csk us to send you free written Informalbii about our quallf leal ons and uptriim 


‘‘After following the first large trail men- 
tioned a large Indian settlement was discovered in a 
Palm Hammock,” wrote the colonel. “There were 
about thirty lodges and about 40 acres of land cleared 
and in cultivation. Large quantities of Pumpkins, 
Potatoes, Peas, Corn and rice were found, the Corn, 
Peas & Rice hid away carefully in houses built off in 
the swamp. The trails leading to which were carefully 
concealed. The pumpkins were housed in the fields 
and the ground was literally covered with them of all 
ages and sizes. Even the trees were full, the vines 
having run over them. Everything was destroyed that 
could be.” 

Then the soldiers retreated to set up a camp 
not far from the village they had ramsacked. After 
dinner Parkhill took a small party of about 25 men 
and went scouting for more trails. They found a vil- 
lage and as they began to destroy some houses and 
fields, Parkhill found another fresh trail so he took his 
men and went in chase of Seminoles for about three 
miles to a stream where he was fired upon by a party 
of 30 or 40 Indians. 

“At the first fire Captain Parkhill was mor- 
tally wounded and lived but a few minutes. Five of 
his men were severely wounded at the same time,” 
Kimball said. 

There was an attempt to return fire but the 
Indians by then had disappeared into the tropical jun- 
gle, some believe it was in the Fakahatchee Strand, 
and so the firing ceased. 

Kimball writes in his narrative: “The skir- 
mish was short with probably only a couple of shots 
from either side, but they were the lasts shots fired in 
the war.” 

It is interesting to hear what Pedro Zepeda 
tells the audience in the introductions before the reen- 


Susan Etxebarria 


Brian Zepeda demonstrates leather work. 


Native American vendors Michael & Debbie Spirithawk, 


actment on Saturday afternoon. 

“A great battle is going to take place here 
today,” he said. “First, I want to thank all the re-enac- 
tors and demonstrators who are here today and the 
Citizens Service Organization whose members [espe- 
cially Rosemary and Art Rangers] volunteered to host 
this event. I am Pedro Zepeda. Me, and 
my brother, Brian, are members of the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida. We are direct 
descendants of the Seminoles that were 
left here after the Seminole Wars.” 

Pedro stands in front of hundreds 
dressed in magnificent warrior clothes of 
the 1850s Seminoles. 

“The Seminoles are not exactly 
what you call a pure race,” Zepeda said. 
“We’re a mix of many cultures that 
became one. We were told we had to go 
and we said ‘No, we don’t want to go.’ ” 
After applause, he ended his 
speech, saying: “I am able to speak to you 
today because of my ancestors who fought 
and died here.” 

Earlier in the day one of the re- 
enactors in the U.S. Army says he was 
surprised that the audience always cheers 
when one of the soldiers die on the battle- 
field. When you drive to Collier- Seminole 
Sate Park, bounded by the savage wilder- 
ness of the Everglades, it is hard to imag- 
ine how any civilization could have sur- 
vived in those watery swamps in the 
1850s. 

It was survival of the fittest. After 
the Kissimmee Slough Shoot Out was 
held at Big Cypress, Moses Jumper Jr. 
was asked why he performs as a Seminole 
War re-enactor. “To tell the truth!” said 
Susan Etxebarria Jumper. It may be people are tired of lies. 
Maybe they want the truth. 


Demonstrating cannon used at Royal Palm Hammock. 


Susan Etxebarria 


They wanted to take their hostages to Tampa 
where they would be loaded on boats and transported 
to the trail that lead to Oklahoma, the Trail of Tears. 

All the re-enactors are trained to shoot care- 
fully with black powder and the 1 847 Springfield. 

“In this battle the Indians had better rifles. 

We gave them the percussion cap rifles. The United 
States always loves arming its enemies,” says 

England, tongue-in- 
cheek. 

“The battle 
was a draw,” says 
England. “The 
brigade entered the 
village and dragged 
out women and 
children and when 
the braves came, 
they chased them 
out.” 

One of the 
best storytellers in 
the Seminole 
encampment is his- 
torian Christopher 
Kimball, a park 
ranger. Every year 
he tags along with 
Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
Museum’s 
Educational 
Outreach 

Coordinator Brian 
Zepeda, and 
Zepeda’s brother, 
Pedro, to play the 
part of a Seminole 
warrior in the reen- 
Susan Etxebarria actment. 

“I love 

doing this. I get to 


By Susan Etxebarria 

NAPLES, FL — Seminole War events are 
popular in Florida. History buffs can attend at least 
five colorful re-enactments of Seminole battles 
between late December and mid-March in various 
locales throughout the state. 

Tourists and enthusiasts of reenactments 
arrive by the carloads at the Native American and 


Pedro Zepeda talks about stick ball 


Pioneer Festival at the Collier-Seminole State Park on 
Feb. 17-19 where a replica of a 1850s Seminole 
encampment piques much curiosity. All of a sudden 
history doesn’t seem quite so dull. Re-enactors not 
only dress in clothes of the 1850s but they know their 
history and relish their roles as story tellers. Everyone 
loves a good story. 

Long before the battle launches at 2:30 p.m., 
the re-enactors are setting the stage. People hang 
around and ask questions. 

“The best way to teach history is when per- 
sons can smell, see and hear it,” says a faithful re- 
enactor, Tim England, the museum specialist with the 
Collier County Museum. 

The museum annually organizes the re-enact- 
ment of the Battle of Royal Palm Hammock while the 
state park’s volunteers take care of all the vendors, 


Pedro Zepeda Seminole reenactor 


entertainment, seating, publicity, and hospitality 
details. 

Museum volunteers get into their roles. They 
dress in blue woolen U.S. Army military clothes; they 
set up their own U.S. Army encampment across the 
field from their “foes,” or the Indians that the govern- 
ment declares “hostiles.” 

They polish their guns and ready their 
ammunition. On a wooden table under a canvas tent a 
map is laid out to identify where a certain Indian vil- 
lage is located. 

“Some men in the military were really hop- 
ing to make some [bounty] money if they could cap- 
ture some of the Seminoles” says Lou Stickles, a re- 
enactor whose role is to fire the cannon at the begin- 
ning of the battle. 


learn the Seminole 
culture, beliefs and live in the encampment out here in 
the park, in the hammocks. I feel close to the 
Seminoles,” says Kimball. 

For him it was not a draw but a win for the 
Seminoles. 

“In November of 1857, the state of Florida 
and the US Army conducted a failed campaign to 
round up the last of the Seminoles and Miccosukee 
people in Florida. Most of this campaign was con- 
ducted in Collier County in areas today that are state 
and national park and preservation lands,” he said. 

It was the last battle, the final battle that 
brought an end to hunting down and destroying the 
final remnants of Seminoles who remained uncon- 
quered as they clung to life in one of the harshest 
places on earth. 

Between the two 1850s period encampments 
there is a large lawn where the gaiety of the festival 
prevails all day. Hamburgers are 
cooking and vendors with Native 
American or Pioneer goods sell 
their wares. The lady at the spin- 
ning wheel and the village black- 
smith demonstrate their crafts. 

The rousing Flat Mountain String 
Band sings old time country tunes 
while people sit in the lawn 
chairs tapping their toes. 

“Re-enactors are the 
kind of people who like to slip 
back in time and get away from 
the hustle and bustle of city life,” 
says Michael Spirithawk, an 
Eastern Shawnee who has trav- 
eled for the past 1 6 years to 
major Pow Wows and 
Rendevous. 

The Fort Myers resident, 
and his wife Debbie, sell his 
museum-quality quillwork, bead- 
work, Native American jewelry 
and buckskin clothing. 

Spirithawk is famous for his art 
work used in movies like the 
wampum belt he made for 
“Dancing With Wolves.” All the 
vendors without exception are 
historians and can describe the 
time when settlers are pushing the 
Seminoles off their lands and 
Susan Etxebarria even deeper into the unnatural 
world of the swamp. 

Much study goes into 
recreating a battle. Historical 
accuracy is paramount. It is to 
Chris Kimball’s credit that a groundbreaking article he 
wrote about the Battle of Royal Palm Hammock for 
the recent edition of Florida Gazette met with Brian 
Zepeda’s approval before he submitted it for publica- 
tion. It is quite a story. Too long for inclusion here but 
there are a few snippets you, the reader, may find 
interesting. 

Kimball says there were 110 troops that land- 
ed on the Island of Chokoloskee. Under the command 
of Captain John Parkhill they traveled up what is now 
Turner River and entered what is now the Big Cypress 
National Preserve. The commander’s maps were 
faulty but indicated trails leading to deserted Indian 
villages. 

Kimball derived information from the written 
reports of Colonel Sergeant George-Rogers. 


Recreating the Battle of Royal Palm Hammock 


Do You Know Your Legal Rights? 
You are innocent until proven guilty 


All Criminal Cases 
State & Federal Courts 
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* Bond Hearings 
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AUTOMATIC, AIR CONDITIONING & MUCH MORE 




4224 HIGHWAY 441 SOUTH ♦ OKEECHOBEE. FL 34974 

800 - 589-2016 


“WHATEVER IT TAKES! ” 
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Industrial Music Show Rolls Through the Rez 


By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD — It was billed as a 
“Wasteland of Opportunity.” Why this name you 
wonder? Axis Production management stated that 


“Numerous bands were given the opportunity to per- 
form in shows like this one, and for one reason or 
another these people that claimed to be musicians 
turned down this chance. In this land of opportunity 
people still choose to sit and blame someone else for 
their failures.” 

Saturday night, Feb. 18, at the baseball field 
behind the Dorothy Osceola Senior Center building, a 
stage complete with lighting and audio and video 



Felix DoBosz 


David Cockman and Charlie Osceola. 


equipment had been erected for and Industrial music 
show. 

What’s that you may ask? According to the 
website Wikipedia.com, a free online encyclopedia, 


“Industrial music is a loose term for a number of dif- 
ferent styles of electronic and experimental music. 
First used in the mid 1970s to describe the then- 
unique sound of industrial records artists, a wide vari- 
ety of artists and 
labels have since 
come to be called 
‘industrial’... 
recalling factories 
and inhuman 
machinery.” 

Using 

synthesizers drum 
machines, key- 
boards and sam- 
plers, these young 
creative artists 
were able to per- 
form some heavy 
technical tracks on 
their machines for 
the crowd. Older 
teens and young 
adults were 
dressed in black 
gothic style attire 
some with 
Mohawk hair 
styles with lots of 
body parts pierced. 
Girls were into 
heavy black mascara and they all came out to support 
this brand of avant-garde music. 

The Show was put together by Charlie 
Osceola, Bird Clan, a Big Cypress resident, and his 
partner David Cockman, together they make up the 
Axis Chemicals production company. The roommates 
met in Orlando, Fla., where they both attended 
school. They also played in a band together in Salt 
Lake City, Utah. They devote themselves entirely to 
industrial music while specializing in recording audio 
and video processes for their many projects. 

Charlie and David said they both agree that 
there are just not enough musical outlets for industrial 
music in South Florida. 

Charlie Osceola said: “We still want to write 
music and perform Industrial music, it’s more about 
feeling the music and of course the show is free for 
all Tribal members. I think this show is a huge suc- 
cess just for putting this on at the reservation.” 

The four groups that performed, Cyanide 
Regime, Force is the Machine, RC Drone, and Dot 
Execute was the names of these imaginative recording 
artists. 

Seminole Recreation Activities Coordinator 
Steve Young said, “Although the turnout was disap- 
pointing, we work hard with the community, and we 
are not here to tell the kids what music they can listen 
to, we want to showcase all kinds of music for the 
kids in our community.” 

Charlie Osceola said he wants to thank Steve 
Young and the recreation department for assisting 
with the coordinating. Charlie was also very grateful 
to the Seminole Tribe of Florida and particularly 
President Moses Osceola for granting them permis- 
sion to have this new music concert showcased for 
the entire community at the Hollywood reservation. 

To learn more about this dynamic produc- 
tion company please visit their website at 
http\\:www.axischemicalsavsolutions.com. 



Felix DoBosz 

Axis Productions puts on an Industrial Music show at the Hollywood Baseball field. 



"The Buying Place" . . 

Experience Native American culture and 
explore luxurious Seminole retail 
providing one of a kind 
authentic Native American art work. 

We are open 
Idaysaweek 

Sundays - Saturdays 
10:00 am -UM am 

Located at the 

Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino 
on the Casino floor. 

1 Seminole Way 
Hollywood, FL 333 14 
(954) 797-5550 
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Miccosukee citizen Leroy Osceola with large paintings of Native American origins and carved canoes. 


Miccosukee Tribe Exhibits at the 
Annual Coconut Grove Arts Festival 




By Felix DoBosz 

COCONUT 

GROVE, FL — During the 
President’s Day holiday 
weekend a beautiful warm 
and sunny day greeted the 
large turnout of festival goers. 

Thousands of South 
Floridians and visitors alike 
all enjoyed the 43rd Annual 
Coconut Grove Art Festival. 

Near the many food 
vendor booths was a giant 
white tent where The 
Miccosukee Tribe of Indians 
of Florida had a large exhibit. 

Along with the usual hand- 
made arts and crafts items 
such as jewelry, baskets, dolls 
and clothing were flag pro- 
motions to the Miccosukee 
Golf & Country Club, Indian 
Village & museum and the 
Resort Casino Hotel. 

One exhibitor 
Miccosukee citizen Leroy 
Osceola displayed large 
paintings of Native American 
origins and hand carved 
wooden model canoes. They 
also had three NASCAR type racers on display and 
8 foot sleepy alligator in the adjacent booth area. A 


Felix DoBosz 

Festival fan looks at one of many tents with artwork displayed for sale. 


steady stream of curious visitors came by viewing the 
many items displayed for sale. 

Most people enjoyed 
the colorful sights and the abun- 
dance of flavorful foods. A 
Rock Band played across from 
the exhibits in Peacock Park, 
but not too many people showed 
much interest in the music; it 
was a fine day for arts and 
crafts. 

The festival has been a 
gated event since 2005 and sev- 
eral artists said they have much 
higher sales and organizers raise 
more funds for putting on this 
enormous art show by charging 
$5 to enter. It’s estimated that 
more than 150,000 visited the 
festival primarily for the art. 

The festival consists of 336 
artists work selected from more 
than 1,200 applicants for the 
privilege of displaying their var- 
rr n n ious artworks. 

Felix DoBosz 


Melanie Bert displays craft items including jewelry, dolls and baskets. 
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Colorful sculpted designer vases were on display for all festival fans to enjoy and ultimately purchase. 
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‘Reaching for the Stars:’ A Year In Review of the Boys & Girls Club of the 









Seminole Tribe of Florida 


Robert North Sr. 


Thommy Doud reading the rules of the 2005 Hollywood Seminole Youth Conference. 


in a positive, safe environment, where 
youth can learn, express themselves and 
grow on a daily basis. According to Tribal 
and national statistics, youth are more 
sedentary today, are more susceptible to 
diabetes and are less likely to obtain a high 
school diploma. 

The Club is a venue where youth 
will participate in at least one physical 
activity each day, be encouraged to finish 
homework assignments and engage in 
school activities, and learn about people 
and places beyond their community bor- 
ders to broaden their horizons. 

Health Education Coordinator 
Brenda Bordogna and strong advocate of 
the Club describes the Boys & Girls Club 
in this manner, 64 . . .through the activities 
that we [participating B&G Club staff] do, 
we have seen leaders emerge and each 
[Club member] has had a chance to find 
their strength(s) and be recognized for 
those strengths, as well as discovering 
their weaknesses and working on ways to 
overcome those.” 

Prospering Within the 
Community 

Years ago native people were 
more active at work and at play. One could 
not buy one’s food at the local supermar- 
ket; moreover food was obtained by hunt- 
ing which may have taken days, weeks, or 
even a month. Similarly, the food was not 
“processed” there were not the additives 
that we see today. 

We cannot turn the clock back 
into time, but important lessons can be 
learned from our ancestors which in turn 
can be translated into today’s society. This 
is the foundation upon which the 
Seminole Tribe’s Boys & Girls Club con- 
tinues to build upon - much of what is 
offered at the Club is culturally based. 
Seminole Cultural consultants are a vital 
role of the daily operations of the Club 
which helps set a positive tone. 

When asked to comment about 
the cultural component in the Club, 
Language & Culture Coordinator and 
Chief Professional Officer of the Club Jo 
Motlow North stated: “... [Seminole 
Culture] is an important link to our 
past. . .our culture is very much alive in 
the present day. . .and we need to continue 


to preserve our culture and teach it to our 
youth so that they can survive. . .because 
they are our future.” 

The Club offers positive classes 
for youth by providing them with educa- 
tion on healthy lifestyle choices. This is 
executed in a holistic approach on a daily 
basis by a multi-disciplinary team of 
staff from Health Education, 
Nutrition, Dental, Physical 
Education, Family Services 
and Language and Culture 
departments. Outdoor games 
are provided for youth by 
Boys & Girls Club staff and 
all of the snacks are provided 
under the supervision of the 
Health department’s nutritionist. 
“Sometimes we get caught 
off-guard. . .Doris [Mir, Allied Health, 
Nutritionist] will show up to inspect the 
contents of the kitchen. . .she’ll let us know 
if certain food items are expired, what size 
food portions we should be serving, what 
to serve and what foods not to serve. It is 
amazing how food can continue to taste 
good, but is actually healthier by changing 
some of the key ingredients. . .the members 
have gotten used to eating healthier food 
on a daily basis at the Club,” 
said Assistant Director of the 
Boys & Girls Club Thommy 
Doud. 

Special activities are 
provided each month to promote 
team work, healthy competition, 
critical thinking and exposure to 
new ideas. Some of these special 
activities include The Amazing 
Youth Race-Seminole Style, 
Youth-Team Fear Factors and 
Iron Seminole Chef Cook-Offs. 

Mysteriously, the most 
popular of all these special activi- 
ties are the Youth-Team Fear 
Factors, as in The Original, 
Christmas, and Valentines Day- 
Team Fear Factors. Club member 
Jamie Tiger, 1 1 , perhaps said it 
best when asked about her opin- 
ion of the Club activities. 

“I like to play games 
outside. I like the fear factor 
game [that the Club] they have. I learned I 
do not like asparagus. . . we get good 
snacks... [and do] healthy activities,” 

Tiger said. 

Learning about positive 
expression-Life is the stage 

The Red Ribbon Week, initiated 
by the Family Services department several 
years ago, spawned a series of venues 
where youth were encouraged to display 
their special abilities and talents year- 
round within the Club. Special recitals and 
concerts have taken place in the 
Hollywood Tribal Office auditorium where 
youth can perform before live audiences. 

Chief Volunteer Officer for the 
Club Roger Nisely witnessed some of 
these performances. 

“The Seminole community is 
alive with natural performers,” he said. “I 
was amazed at all the special talents of the 
youth. . .they need to be encouraged and 
nurtured now because these performances 
will help them prepare for life in general.” 

Traveling to Distant Lands 

Traveling has always been a 
mainstay of the Seminole culture; the 
thatched-roof hut is exemplary of “Indian- 
ology” or native technology at its best. 


Seminole Hard Rock Career Classes at the 
Conference. 


By Robert C. North Sr. 

HOLLYWOOD — The Boys & 
Girls Club of the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida (“The Club”) became a charter 
member of the Boys & Girls Club of 
America in February 2004. Due to the 
strong commitment and dedication of the 
Seminole Tribal Council, commu- 
nity members and staff of youth 
oriented Tribal programs; the 
Club was able to open its 
doors to youth in March 
2005. 

In a relatively 
short period of time, the 
Club staff has registered 225 
overall participants with a 
daily average participation of 
between 35^15 youth, ages 7-17. 

The main message spoken to all youth 
at the Club activities is “Reach for the 
Stars,” in other words, only one’s imagina- 
tion can limit one’s goals. 

The Boys & Girls Club of the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida is designed to 
teach and challenge participating youth to 
maintain and/or adopt a positive healthy 
lifestyle. This healthy lifestyle message is 
broadcasted to youth by many individuals 


Robert North Sr. 

Aaron Osceola enjoys his “s’ mores” on the last 
night of a 2005 “ River Adventure”, Leon Pewo 
looks on. 


Robert North Sr. 

Seminole Youth participating in Multi-Tribal Youth Cultural Exchange Conference 
in New Mexico. 


events are about to happen just around the 
next comer. 

The Boys & Girls Club of the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida has hosted 
Native American stars such as Native 
golfer Notah Begay III (Navajo/Pueblo), 
Native actor and rapper, Litefoot 
(Cherokee) and Miss New Mexico Onawa 
Lacy (Navajo) as well as local heros and 
Tribal officials. 

These Native American guests to 
the Club all delivered the same message to 
the Youth, “. . .set your goals high and keep 
Reaching for the Stars. . .” 

To sign your child up for Boys & 
Girls Club of the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida activities, call Thommy Doud at 
(954) 410-0957 or Robert North at (954) 
410-0967. Those youth that are Seminole 
Tribal citizens and/or live within the 
boundaries of the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida Reservation are eligible to partici- 
pate in Club activities. 


choices and prevention. 

Towards the end of each 
Conference, Tribal youth are given an 
opportunity to showcase what they learned 
during the conference. On the final day of 
the 2005 Annual Hollywood Seminole 
Youth Conference several youth partici- 
pants were selected from the group to read 
their poems and short stories about the 
Seminole Warrior, Osceola, his life strug- 
gle, imprisonment and subsequent death. 

“It was a hard life for the 
Seminoles back then. . .they had to 
fight. . .and were tortured. . .but that is why 
we are still here to talk about it,” said 
Medicine Man and Cultural Consultant 
Bobby Henry about the importance of 
Seminole parents and elders teaching their 
young about Seminole history. 

Through the support and coopera- 
tion of Hollywood Tribal Council 
Representative Max B. Osceola Jr., the 
Club continues to thrive. The Hollywood 
Seminole Youth Conference continues to 
accept applicants from the Ft. 

Pierce reservation, Trail reserva- 
tion and foster children originally 
from the Hollywood Seminole 
reservation community and per- 
haps presently living on another 
reservation. 

Youth Cultural 
Exchange 

In August of 2005, 

Seminole youth participated in a 
youth cultural exchange confer- 
ence in New Mexico. Other Indian 
youth participants included 
Yavapai from Arizona, Upper 
Sioux from Minnesota and mem- 
bers from various Pueblos of New 
Mexico. The conference partici- 
pants were also introduced to a 
contingent of Maori students from 
New Zealand. 

The Maori spoke to the youth 
about how at one point their culture and 
native language was almost lost, but 
through hard work, commitment and dedi- 
cation most Maori’s today can speak their 
native tongue. R.C. North Jr. was moved 
by the entire conference which inspired 
him to write two songs. 

After his return to Florida, R.C. 
said: “[The Youth Cultural Exchange con- 
ference] was a very powerful experience, I 
felt as though I was taken back into time 
about 100 years... the people of Acoma 
and Santa Ana Pueblos opened their 
homes and their hearts to us. . .total 
strangers, this experience empowered 
me...” 

The Traveling Camp 

Perhaps the most of extreme of 
all events that are sponsored by the Boys 
& Girls Club are the River Adventure 
Trips, which also take place during the 
summer months. These trips are invariably 
planned a year before the actual launch 


dates. Care tul planning is critical in these 

events to insure that all safety precautions 
are taken. Also, in the interest of safety, 
the same river outfitter and locations are 
used each year. 

Hells Canyon Raft, Inc. devotes 
their entire staff to accommodate the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida, the youth and 
any special needs and requests. Each river 
trip is culturally based with a series of 
classes and clinics taught by Seminole 
staff, parents and river guides. 

Each evening a Seminole cultural 
consultant instructs youth on various 
aspects of Seminole Culture and shares 
stories and/or legends that deal with basic 
survival. During the day river guides teach 
participants about navigating either the 
Snake or Salmon Rivers of Idaho, which 
include Class I to IV river rapids. 

The youth are expected to assist 
in the building and taking down of camp 
each day and cleaning duties are shared by 
participants as well. The participants are 
exposed to a taste of how it may have 
been traveling in a more traditional Indian 
camp setting, totally secluded from the 
rest of the world. 

The only modes of transportation 
are by foot or by boat. The youth partici- 
pate in clinics such as fly-fishing, kayak- 
ing, basic mountain climbing, production 
of arrowheads, cooking traditional and 
non-traditional foods and wildlife identifi- 
cation. The goal with each trip is that par- 
ticipating youth are able to translate their 
experiences in positive ways towards the 
rest of their lives. 

The Boys and Girls Club 
Experience 

Overall, the Boys & Girls Club 
experience supports all things that are pos- 
itive in the Seminole community. Through 
the positive process of community, the 
youth learn how to become team winners 
and how to lose gracefully and to know 
that joy can be obtained just by “playing 
the game”. 

Through the support of parents, 
Tribal programs and officials, the Club has 
become a happy meeting and sharing 
place. Youth participants know that there 
are things to look forward to, that exciting 


Robert North Sr. 

Hollywood youth participating in “Hula-Hula 
Week, 2005”, learning to make Healthy 
Lifestyle Choices. 


According to the late Seminole Medicine 
Man John Motlow in an interview before 
his death (translated by Jo North), the 
thatched-roof structure was made out of 
necessity, “...when we [the Seminole peo- 
ple] were running from the soldiers we did 
not have time to build log homes. . .so we 
made temporary shelter from cypress logs, 
vines and palm fronds. . .they kept us dry.” 

During the summer months the 
Boys & Girls Club continues to work with 
other Tribal departments and programs and 
sponsors an annual Youth Conference. The 
2005 Youth Conference accommodated 
125 participants, 54 were youth and the 
remaining participants were parents and 
staff. 

This conference usually involves 
traveling to historical sites and interacting 
with the cultural arts such as wood carv- 
ing, sewing, basket making and beadwork. 
Classes are also provided in the areas of 
career development, healthy lifestyle 


Robert North Sr. 

2005 Hollywood Seminole Youth 


Robert North Sr. 


Youth & Staff getting ready for dinner at the typical “River Adventure” camp setting. 


Youth Participating in the Valentine’s Day “Youth Fear Factor”. 


Robert North Sr. 
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Chris Jenkins 

The dynamic duo of Shawn Henderson and Tony Heard won the diaper relay race game. 


Osceola Birthday and Baby Shower Surprise 


By Chris Jenkins 

HOLLYWOOD — 

Congratulations and a Happy 
Birthday wishes were in order 
for a member of The 
Seminole Tribune and the 
Seminole Tribal community. 

A double-dip of sur- 
prises and goodies were in 
store for Lila Osceola on Feb 
13, as the Tribune reporter 
celebrated her 29 birthday 
and baby shower. Lila and 
fiance Tony Heard are expect- 
ing their third child on March 
18. 


Many attended such 
as colleagues, friends, and 
family members including 
Lila’s step-father, President 
Moses Osceola and grand- 
mother Maggie Osceola. The 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & 

Casino’s Grand Ballroom 
played host to the festivities. 

Lila’s arrival was an 
exciting; the Tribune staff 
conspired to get her out of 

the office, telling her she had to cover a story at the Hard Rock. 
As she neared the ballroom, her fiance alerted the attendees and 
everyone yelled “Surprise!” as Lila walked in. 

To keep the day fun and interesting, attendees played 
several traditional baby shower games, including the guess Lila’s 
belly-size game and a diaper-relay race game. Lila’s grandmother 


Chris Jenkins 

Lila’s family members (L-R) Mary Gay Osceola and Maggie Osceola. 
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The adorable couple: Lila Osceola and Tony Heard. 



Chris Jenkins 

Virginia “The Boss” Mitchell 


Maggie Osceola guessed the correct 
belly size and the team of her fiance and 
her step-father’s Administrative Assistant 
Shawn Henderson won the diaper relay 
race. 

The afternoon ended with 
unwrapping gifts including diapers, baby 
clothing, a scrapbooking supplies, sun- 
glasses, and work out gear for Lila to use 
after the baby is born. 



Chris Jenkins 

(L-R) Sherry Maraj and Steve Galla put on a diaper blindfolded. 


Chris Jenkins 

Tony Heard’s winning baby. 




Chris Jenkins 


Congratulations on your new baby, Lila and Tony.... from all of us at The Seminole Tribunel 


Tribal Employee Recognized for 



Supporting U.S. Troops In Afghanastan 

By Nery Mejicano 

On Feb. 23 Melissa Sherman 


from the Seminole Tribe of Florida 


Communications department was recog- 
nized by Wolfhound Platoon of the 25th 
Infantry Division, for her support of the 
soldiers during their 14 month deploy- 
ment in Afghanistan. 

Due to her efforts, the soldiers 
received much needed and wanted items 
such as: socks, wet towels, home baked 
cookies, grooming items such as nail 
clippers, deodorants and antifungal med- 
icated powders, among other items. 

In addition to battling the 
enemy, the soldiers of the Wolfhound 
Platoon went through a very cold winter 
and a suffocating summer. Their life was 
made a bit easier and more comfortable 
due to the wonderful and dedicated 
efforts of caring individuals such as 
Sherman. Due to her efforts some of the 
small comforts of home arrived via mail 
and was greeted with smiles and appre- 
ciation by the young soldiers. 

For her generous and thought- 
ful actions, Melissa was presented with 
a certificate of appreciation by Nery 
Mejicano, representing the Wolfhound’s commanding 
officer. Along with the certificate, Sherman was given 
an American Flag that flew over one of the American 
fire bases in Afghanistan. 

The platoon is presently in Hawaii awaiting 


(L-R) Nery Mejicano with good Samaritan Melissa Sherman, 
who holds the flag given to her by the Wolfhound Platoon. 


redeployment orders and Sherman already has several 
boxes awaiting shipment to wherever the soldiers will 
go and face another dangerous challenge. Their 
deployment will be made a little easier by tasting 
some of the wonderful chocolate cookies and having 
available comfort items that we all take for granted. 


Valentine’s Day Gift Basket Winner 

By Chris Jenkins Accounting department. She was Presenting the basket is 

HOLLYWOOD — the winner of a gift basket in the sales associate, Barbara DiCarlo 

Congratulations are in order for Seminole Coffee Company’s of the Florida Seminole Coffee 

Roberta Robinson of the drawing on Valentine’s Day. Company. 



South Florida's number one country western 
nightclub and restaurant 



The Round Up is South Florida's 
number one country western 
nightclub and restaurant 
Wednesday - Sunday 
6 pm. to 4 am., 
four full-liquor bars seven 
gourmet dinners served all night. 



Keith Anderson (with special guest " The Chase") 

(swash hit singles; "Wild Flowers" t "Double YT ") 

Sunday iVrjj/ri April 2nd, 

The tickets are ill in . LdiWHfv S15 Do if of Show 
Doors Open at 6pm Showtime 9pm 

Dance Lessons 

Wedttesday -Advanced Line Dance, 7:30 pm-$:30 pm 
Thursday - Ahvays Two-Step, 8 fttn - 9 pm 
Beginners Line Dance Lessons, 7 pm - S pm 
Friday - Intermediate Line Dance, 7 ;3t) pm - 8:30 pm 
Saturday - Line Dance Lessons, 7 pm - S pm 
Couples Dance Lessons, S pm - 5 pm 
Sunday - Beginner Line Dance Lessons - 7 pm - 9 pm 

With good food, great music, a targe dance floor, the best entertainment, 
fhe most outrageous drink specials , and rooms packed M of beautiful 
peopte t a good time is a sure thing at The Wodd Famous Round Up” 

The Round Up is located at: 

9020 W. State Road 84 
Davie, Florida 33324. 

(Southwest Comer of 1-595 and Pine Island Road in the Pine Isiand Plaza) 
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Felix DoBosz 


Turquoise Battiest (center) proudly displays her certificate for participating in the school Spelling Bee. 


Battiest Competes in Spelling Bee 



By Chris Jenkins 

HOLLYWOOD — Sweaty hands, nervous- 
ness, and a loss of memory; its all part of the process 
as the goal is to advance and stay alive. It can all be 
intense if you’re a young kid 
competing in one the biggest 
tests of words and 
memory-the spelling bee. 

June, husband 
Junior, and most important- 
ly, daughter Turquoise 
Battiest got their first taste 
of it all in the annual event 
at the Hollywood Christian 
School, Mar 1 . 

Unfortunately, 

Turquoise went out in the 
second round on the word 
“paddle” but, put it all into 
perspective calling it “scary, 
but... fun.” 

First, second and 
third graders participated, 
and the top six students from 
each class were chosen as 
preparations began for the 
big day in rehearsals last 
Feb. This was the first year 
hosting the competition for 
Principal Vernita Jones who 
felt it could not have gone 
smoother. 

“I don’t know any- 


thing I would’ve changed,” Jones said. 

Of all the grades to offer the most intrigue, 
the first graders gave the best show, and after eight 
rounds, the winner was Jameer Hinds. The second 
round saw Gabby Caparelli 
take home the top prize. The 
third graders saw Natalie 
Martinez come out victorious. 

“I was impressed with 
how many rounds our kids 
went through,” said Jones. 

Jones enthusiasm and 
confidence remained high as 
the words continued to become 
more difficult, but the students 
seemed to become more 
focused. 

“Some of the words 
the kids did not know, but were 
able to spell out,” Jones said. 

“I was impressed with that.” 

The fun didn’t stop 
there as the top six from each 
grade went to Flamingo Road 
Christian Academy on March 8 
to compete against two other 
schools in the area. The stakes 
will be a little higher next year, 
however, Jones has high 
expectations. 

“Next year we’ll hope 
to compete in state competi- 
tion in Orlando,” Jones said. 


Felix DoBosz 

Turquoise Battiest in the second round. 


Criminal Defense 



4 

Dili 

VOP 

Felony & Misdemeanor 
Domestic Violence 
Family Law 
Child Support 
Traffic Tickets 

4 

606 WLS 1 SUGAKLAND HWY. 
O fwiston, Florida 

♦ 


The Law Office of 

Joseph l 4 Jody” M. Hendry, II 

8 6 3 - 9 S 3 - LAW S ( 5297 ) 
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Your Area's #1 Gift Basket And 
Floral Connection Since 1003 


Gourmet And Specialty Gifts 

GOUEMFT DFI 1C FTra... Cf HJRMTT RA5KFT5 AND fKJODIFSi 

FLORAL EXPRESSIONS. .tRLSH FLOWLRS 

INDULGENCE. BODY CARF PRODUCTS 

PKLCEUCIS MUMtNT HAH Y AND MUM PKOiJUL'IS 

WITH SYMPATHY, FIORAI f GOURMET 

MOVING IN.. .WFFCOMF GIFTS 

YOUR BUSINESS IMAGL COSPORATL GIFTS 

★ 



Gourmet Gift Ranker* 
And Goodies 


954 - 921-6200 

2701 Hollywood Blvd, 
Hollywood, FL 

www . h do ray si romho llywood_com 


Lpcal Ul 1- ! Nvcry lo 
Lh^wjhJ & Dade." Cuuiliy 
Wire* Sflfvirfi. We* Ship Anywhere* In The* USA 
LasL MifPuLi: Oidi-rs. All Majui CrudiL CaitJi 



Internships Explored by Human 
Resources As Recruitment Tool 


By Susan Etxebarria 

The Seminole Tribe of Florida created a 
2006 initiative to reach out to institutions of higher 
learning to place interns within select Tribal programs 
and departments. 

“The Tribe wants to expand its hori- 
zons in term of recruiting people in specialized 
fields, especially in the education field,” said 
Angel A. Torres, recruitment & Native 
American employment program manager. 

“Through internships we can attract some of the 
best and brightest college graduates.” 

Internships can benefit the Tribe while 
providing important career experiences for col- 
lege students. Interns work within business and 
non-profit organizations to help accomplish its 
goals or complete projects that have been put on 
the back burner due to lack of time or staffing. 

Interns are not normally paid wages but 
earn college credits and gain invaluable work 
experiences that give them an inside look at 
their chosen field. Often an intern will prove to 
be an excellent candidate for employment once 
they have received their diploma. 

“We want interns from all the major 
universities in Florida,” Torres said. “We are 
looking for universities and colleges with educa- 
tional programs that fit with what the Tribes 
needs.” 

Internships in accounting, health and 
information technology departments are just some of 
the growth areas where the interns can be placed, he 
added. 

Torres is inviting university and college dele- 
gations to see for themselves the internship opportuni- 


ties that can be created within the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida. Many people are unaware of the significant 
number of employment opportunities working for the 
Tribe, not just in gaming but in other fields as well, 
said Torres. 

For that purpose, Torres arranged a meeting 
on Feb. 14 between representatives of Florida 
International University and key staff at the Ah-Tah- 
Thi-Ki Museum. Torres had previously met with 
Indian River Community College officials and he is 
scheduled to meet with staff at Edison Community 
College next. 

The FIU delegation included Internship 


Coordinator Ivette Duarte, Associate Professor of 
Sociology and Anthropology Dennis Weidman, 
Career Consultants Lauren Hubachec and Kyra 
Spence, and Assistant Director and Liaison to the 


College of Business Administration, Jose Toscano. 

They met with the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum’s 
Executive Director Tina Osceola, Museum Director 
David Blackard, Education Coordinator Cynthia 
Kaase, Curator of Collections Anne McCudden and 
Deputy Tribal Historic Preservation 
Officer James P. Pepe. 

The FIU delegates were 
treated to a luncheon at the Big 
Cypress Family Investment Center 
and an overview of the museum 
department by Tina Osceola. 

Following a question and 
answer period, the representatives 
were taken on a tour of the museum. 
The tour enabled the FIU delegation 
to see where interns might be placed 
and what kinds of projects that interns 
might be assigned. They were able to 
see how and where museum artifacts 
not on exhibit are stored in the curato- 
rial building; many still being studied 
for accurate historical data. 

They also toured the archival 
vault that contains hundreds of 
unidentified photos that remain to be 
cataloged. These were just two of the 
kinds of projects that students study- 
ing anthropology and archaeology 
could provide assistance while they 
gain real life working experience 
under the tutelage of the museum 
staff. 

“The response from FIU regarding this visit 
was very favorable,” said Torres. 

He said FIU will return on March 22 to talk 
to the Tribe’s senior management and department 
directors about how to utilize its internship program 
in other fields. 

“We are very excited about the opportunities 
that are being made available to the students at FIU,” 
said Ivette Duarte of FIU’s Career Services. 

After touring Big Cypress for a day, Duarte 
said she was in awe and amazed by the entrepreneur- 
ship of the Tribe. 
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Tribal representatives at the internship program. 
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(L-R) Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Director Dave Blackard, Associate Professor 
Dennis Weidman, Internship Coordinator Ivette Duarte and 
Recruitment & Native American Employment Program Manager 
Angel A. Torres. 


Seminole Students Attend Close Up Program 



By Emma Brown 

WASHINGTON, 

DC — Every year the 
Seminole Tribe sends high 
school students from each 
reservation to Washington to 
be part of the Close Up 
Program. This year high 
school students from the 
Immokalee, Ft. Pierce, and 
Hollywood reservations 
attended the program in 
Washington, DC from Feb. 5- 
11 . 

The Close Up 
Program is an exciting and 
invigorating weeklong study 
visit to the nation’s capital. 

Students have the opportunity 
to experience their govern- 
ment and the political process 
firsthand. This program 
allows students to get an 
inside look at the nation’s 
capital and at the people and 
places that make DC unique. 

Students from the United Southern and 
Eastern Tribes (USET) attend the Close Up Program 
during impact week, which is the week of the 
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(L-R) Dean Stokes Jr., Marty Tommie, Jasper 
Thomas and Marty Tommie Jr. in D.C. 


National USET convention. This allows the students 
to have meetings with their leading officials and 
directors and share their ideas and thoughts about 
their communities. Students engage in a learning 
adventure like no other filled with active participa- 
tion, peer interaction, and most of all, lots of fun! 

The Close Up Program is designed to help 
students become an active citizen and understand 
how it is that they can influence their community, 
state and nation. Students on the program are taken 
to explore the corridors of Capitol Hill, visit monu- 
ments, museums, and attend daily sessions which 
allows them to exchange viewpoints on current 
issues that effect their nation and community. 

It is a close up, intensive look at govern- 
ment in action, both at the Tribal level and national 
level. The students this year put together a few 
community actions plans that were endorsed by 
many Tribal USET members all along the Eastern 
seaboard. 

The main focus of the Seminole students’ 
community action plans was to find means to keep 
our students motivated in the area of education. 
Close Up is not all work though, the students 
enjoyed nights out such as attending a play, and a 
final banquet and dance. 

Above anything the Seminole students 
gained invaluable friendships of many other Native 
Americans from USET Tribes that will be everlast- 
ing and maybe someday valuable contacts for con- 
ducting positive Tribal business. If you are in high 
school and wish to attend next year’s Close Up pro- 
gram, please contact the education advisor at your 
reservation. 
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Scholarship, Recognition Program 
Available for 7-12 Year Old Girls 


Submitted by Pre-Teen America Scholarship & 
Recognition Program 

TAMPA — Applications are now being 
accepted for the 2006 Pre-Teen Florida Scholarship & 
Recognition Program to be held July 21-23 at the 
Grand Hyatt Tampa Bay Hotel. 

The Pre-Teen America Scholarship and 
Recognition 
Program recognizes 
and rewards hun- 
dreds of young 
ladies nationwide 
with an opportunity 
to become the lead- 
ers of tomorrow and 
provides an avenue in which they realize they can 
truly make a difference in the world. Additionally it 
promotes high morals, standards of excellence, patri- 
otism, fellowship, family values and social develop- 
ment. 

At each of our state events, two individual 
representatives are selected who prove to be truly 
exceptional in their individual age groups (7-9 and 
10-2 years old) based on seven evaluation categories, 
none of which are based on outward appearance or 
physical attributes. 

The criteria utilized in Pre-Teen America are: 
academic achievement, volunteer service to communi- 
ty, school honors and activities, development of per- 
sonal skills and abilities, general knowledgeability, 


communicative ability, and on-stage acknowledgment 
of accomplishments. 

In addition each participant is recognized 
and presented awards for their outstanding achieve- 
ments in academics, community service, athletics, 
arts, knowledgeability, creativity, personal develop- 
ment, communications, and much more. The school 


of each participant also receives a Certificate of 
Achievement and letter notifying them of their stu- 
dent’s selection, participation and awards received in 
order that the student is further recognized for their 
positive accomplishments. 

Applications may be submitted via the Pre- 
Teen America Scholarship & Recognition Program 
website www.preteenamerica.com or obtained by call- 
ing (225) 752-6015 or e-mailing info@preteenameri- 
ca.com. 

Recommendations of young ladies are 
always welcome and may be provided by family, 
teachers, Girl Scout leaders, coaches, dance instruc- 
tors, etc. A recommendation form as well as an infor- 
mational video may be found on the website. 




Scholarship & Recognition Program 


NNAYI Scholarships Available 


Submitted by Lucinda Myers, NNAYI Program 
Coordinator 

WASHINGTON, DC — The National 
Native American Youth Initiative (NNAYI) is a week- 
long program that offers scholarships to more than 60 
Native American high school students. The scholar- 
ship will allow each individual to attend an academic 
enrichment program held each summer in 
Washington, D.C. NNAYI prepares students for 
admission to college and professional schools, as 
well as for careers in health and/or bio- 
medical research. 

Twelve counselors will 
be selected for the NNAYI pro- 
gram. Native American medical , 
and health professional stu- 1 
dents preferred but not ffi 
required. Counselors will 
serve as a role model and 
guide to a select group of high 
school students. All expenses are 
included and counselors will receive a 
stipend upon completion of the program. 

Eligible students must be Native American, 
age 16-18, who plan to enter a health profession and 
have a cumulative GPA of at least 2.5. Program 
counselors must be Native American medical and 
health professional students, age 2 1 and older. 

The application deadline is April 20. 



Incomplete applications will not be reviewed. 

Included in the application for both students and 
counselors must be: a one page, double spaced per- 
sonal statement. High school students should describe 
themselves, their family and future educational and 
career plans. Include how NNAYI will help you to 
accomplish your goals, as well as any other relevant 
information. Counselors should express why they 
are qualified and eager to work with the NNAYI 
students. 

Applications must also contain: 
the applicant’s most recent aca- 
demic transcript, letter of rec- 
ommendation from school 
counselor/instructor submit- 
ted in a sealed envelope, a 
>> recommendation check- 
P rimar y data sheet and 
photograph. To obtain the 
application, please surf to 




http : // www. aaip .com/student/ nnay i . html . 

For more information, call (405) 946-7072or 
e-mail lmyers@aaip.com. Mail completed application 
to the following address: Lucinda Myers, NNAYI 
Program Coordinator, Association of American Indian 
Physicians, 1225 Sovereign Row, Suite 103, 
Oklahoma City, OK 73108. 


Trail of Tears Scholarships Available 
For Alabama, Tennessee Students 

Alabama-Tennessee Trail of Tears Board of Directors Funding Scholarship 


Submitted by Alison Stanfield 

The 13th Annual Trail of Tears 
Commemoration & 

Motorcycle Ride is set for the 
weekend of Sept. 1 6 with the 
purpose of education and rais- 
ing awareness about Native 
American history. To assist 
with education, the Alabama- 
Tennessee Trail of Tears 
Board of Directors will con- 
tribute $60,000 towards 
scholarships in Alabama and 
Tennessee. 

The Alabama- 
Tennessee Trail of Tears 
Board of Directors is the non- 
profit, volunteer group that 
organizes the Trail of Tears 
Commemoration and Motorcycle Ride. 

Board Treasurer Alison Stanfield said: 

“The board uses money raised from donations, the 
sale of official event merchandise and memberships 
to fund the education program. The education pro- 
gram has funded over $210,000 in scholarships, 
erected 1 0 historic markers and a commemorative 
bronze statue and placed over 1 00 highway signs in 


Alabama and Tennessee in the past ten years.” 

The $60,000 Trail of Tears Scholarship 
Fund will be divided between students 
in Tennessee and Alabama. Students in 
Tennessee must be attending the 
University of Tennessee at 
Chattanooga, however, Alabama stu- 
dents can use the scholarships at any 
college or university. 

The scholarships will be 
awarded to students of Native 
American descent from tribes originat- 
ing in the Southeast and must provide 
evidence of enrollment in a federal or 
state recognized Tribe and be able to 
verify one-sixteenth Native American 
heritage. Academic performance and 
financial need will also be determining 
factors. Each student will receive 
$5,000 for tuition, books, other fees and housing. 

Scholarship applications are available now. 
The deadline for entry is April 28 and the winners 
will be announced May 15. Students interested in 
applying for the scholarships can obtain applications 
at www.al-tn-trailoftears.org, (256) 574-6805 or 
(256) 536-3702 or e-mailing alisons@flo-tour.org. 
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Tips on Internet Safety for Children 


Submitted by Sergeant A1 Signore 

There are some people who use the internet 
as a means to sexually exploit children. Some of 
these individuals are gradually are able to seduce 
their targets through the use of attention, affection, 
kindness and even gifts. Theses individuals are often 
willing to devote considerable amounts of time, 
money, and energy in the process. They listen to and 
emphasize with the problem of children. They will 
be aware of the latest music, hobbies, and interests 
with the problem of children. They attempt to gradu- 
ally lower children’s own inhibitions by slowly 
introducing sexual context and content into their 
conversations. 

Adolescents and teenagers 
are particularly in online discus- 
sions regarding companionship, 
relationship, or sexual activity. 

What are the risks? 

Exposure to inap- 
propriate material: a child 
may be exposed to inappro- 
priate material that is sexu- 
al, hateful, or violent in 
nature, or encourage 
activities that are dan- 
gerous or illegal. 

Physical 
Molestation: 

Another risk is that, 
while online, a child 
might provide infor- 
mation or arrange an 
encounter that could 
risk his or her safe- 
ty. In some cases, 
pedophiles have 
used email, bulletin 
boards, and chat 
areas to gain a 
child’s confidence 
and then a face-to- 
face meeting. 

Harassment: a child 
might encounter email or chat/bulletin board 
messages that are harassing, demeaning or belliger- 
ent. 

Financial Risk: A child might do something 
that has negative consequences such as giving out a 
parent’s credit card number. 

Signs that a Child Might be at Risk 

Online 

The child spends large amounts of time 
online, especially at night. Many children who fall 
victim to computer sex-offenders spends large 
amounts of time online, particularly in chat rooms. 
Children online are at the greatest risk during the 
evening hours. Most offenders spend their evenings 
online trying to locate and lure children or seeking 
pornography. 

The child’s computer has pornography on it. 
Pornography is often used in the sexual victimization 
of children. Child pornography may be used to show 
the child victim that sex between children and adults 
is normal. 

The child receives telephone calls from 
unknown men or makes telephone calls, sometimes 
long distance, to numbers not recognized by parents. 
Most computer sex-offenders want to talk to their 
child victims on the telephone. They often engage in 
“phone-sex” with the children and often seek to set 
up an actual meeting for real sex. While a child may 
be hesitant to give out his/hers home phone number, 
the offender may give out theirs. With caller id, they 
can readily find out the child’s phone number. 

The child receives mail, gifts, or packages 
from someone the parents doesn’t know as part of 
seduction process, it is common for offenders to 
send letters, photographs, and all manners of gifts to 
their potential victims. 

The child turns the monitor off quickly or 
changes the screen on the monitor when a parent 
enters the room. A child looking at pornographic 
images of having sexually explicit conversation does 
not want the parent to see it on the screen. Some 
children have developed an acronyms include the 
following: 

POS: Parents over shoulder 
TOS: Teacher over shoulder 
PAW: Parents are watching 
TAW: Teacher are watching 
SAW: Siblings are watching 
CTN: Can’t talk now 
NP: Nosy parents 
P911: My parents are coming 
PA: Parent alert 
PAL: Parents are listening 
PAN: Parents are nearby 
The child becomes withdrawn from family 
Computer sex-offenders will work very 
hard at driving a wedge between a child and their 


family or at exploiting their relationship. They will 
accentuate any minor problems at home the child 
might have. Children may also become withdrawn 
after sexual victimization. 

Guidelines for Parents 

By taking responsibility for your children’s online 
computer use, parents can greatly minimize any 
potential risks of being online. Make it a family rule 
to: 

Never give out identifying information- 
home address, school name, or telephone number-in 
a public message such as chat or bulletin boards, and 
be sure you’re dealing with someone that both you 
and your children know and trust before giving out 
this information via email. 

Get to know the services your child uses, if 
you don’t know how to log on, get your child to 
show you. Find out what type of information it 
offers and whether there are ways for parents to 
block out objectionable material. 

Never allow a child to arrange a face-to- 
face meeting with another computer user without 
parental permission. If a meeting is arranged, make 
the first one in a public spot, and be sure to accom- 
pany your child. 

Never respond to messages bulletin board 
items that are suggestive, obscene, belligerent, 

threatening, or make 
you feel uncomfort- 
able, encourage your 
children to tell you if 
they encounter such 
messages. If you or 
your child receives a 
message that is 
harassing of a sexu- 
al nature, or threat- 
ening, forward 
a copy of the 
message to 
your service 
provider and ask 
their assistance. 
Remember that 
people online may not be who 
they seem. Because you can’t see or even 
hear the person it would be easy for someone to mis- 
represent him-or herself. Thus, someone indicating 
that “she” is a “12-year-old girl” could in reality be a 
40-year old man. 

Remember that everything you read online 
may not be true. Any offer that’s “too good to be 
true” probably is. Be careful about any offers that 
involve you’re coming to a meeting or having some- 
one visit your home. 

Set reasonable rules and guidelines for com- 
puter use by your children. Discuss these rules and 
post them near the computer as a reminder. 
Remember to monitor their compliance with the 
rules, especially when it comes to the amount of 
time your children spend on the computer. A child or 
teenager’s excessive use of online services or bul- 
letin boards, especially late at night, may be a clue 
that there is a potential problem. Remember that per- 
sonal computers and online services should not be 
used as an electronic babysitter. 

Rules for Children to follow for Online 

Safety 

I will not give personal information such as 
my address, telephone number, parents work address, 
parents telephone number, or the name and location 
of my school without my parents permission. 

I will tell my parents right away if I come 
across any information that makes me feel uncom- 
fortable. 

I will never agree to get together with 
someone I “meet” online without first checking with 
my parents. If my parents agree to the meeting, I will 
be sure that it is in a public place and bring my 
mother and father along. 

I will never send a person my picture or 
anything else without first checking with my parents. 

I will not respond to any messages that are 
mean in any way make me feel uncomfortable. It is 
not my fault if I get a message like that. If I do I will 
tell my parents right away so that they can contact 
the online service. 

I will talk with my parents so that we can 
set up rules for going online. We will decide upon 
the time of the day that I can be online, the length of 
time I can be online and appropriate areas for me to 
visit. I will not access other areas or break these 
rules without their permission. 

If you would like to have our Crime 
Prevention Unit visit your business, church group, 
community gatherings, or other meetings in order to 
provide a free seminar, please call the Seminole 
Police Department Crime Prevention Unit at the fol- 
lowing numbers: Tampa, Big Cypress, Immokalee: 
Sergeant A1 Signore, (813) 478-2680, Hollywood: 
Officer Susie Lawson, (954) 961-7877, Brighton, Ft. 
Pierce: Officer Ulysses Boldin, (863) 763-5731. 



The police know your rights - do you? 
Call my office for a free consultation 

Richard Castillo 

954-522-3500 

24 HOURS A DAY 

For fifteen years i have protected rights 

LIKE YOURS. MY OFFICE DEFENDS DUl'S, DRUG 
OFFENSES, SUSPENDED LICENSE, DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE, AND ALL FELONIES AND MISDEMEANORS. 
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Cinnamon May Be the Spice of Life 
New Study Says It Helps Diabetics 


Submitted by the Seminole Health Department 

Most people know how delicious cinnamon 
is in oatmeal and baked goods. However, a recent 
study by researchers at the Beltsville Human 
Nutrition Research Center in Maryland, 
shows that cinnamon may be helpful for 
Type 2 diabetes and cardiovascular dis- 
ease. 

In a preliminary study of 60 
men and women with Type 2 diabetes, 
the participants took cinnamon for 40 
days in amounts that varied from quarter 
of a teaspoon to one-and-a-half tea- 
spoons. 

Upon completion of the study, 
the researchers found that everyone tak- 
ing the cinnamon lowered their blood 
glucose levels by an average of 1 8 to 29 
percent. The study also showed that 
triglycerides, LDL cholesterol and total 



cholesterol were also significantly reduced. 

Adding a mere teaspoon of cinnamon to a 
balanced daily diet, in addition to medications, regu- 
lar exercise and healthy eating habits, may be a sim- 
ple way to help control diabetes and heart 
disease. Some researchers suggest the 
McCormick’s brand of cinnamon to be most 
beneficial. 

For more information about cinna- 
mon’s healthful benefits please contact your 
reservation’s health educator or read about 
the cinnamon research study, Cinnamon 
Improves Glucose and Lipids of People with 
Type 2 Diabetes, at the American Diabetes 
Association’s website www.diabetes.org; put 
the keyword “cinnamon” into a search. 

Remember, it is always important to 
visit a physician before beginning any type 
of new treatment. 


Just the Basics: Easy Tips for 
Healthy Eating With Diabetes 


Submitted by the Health Department 

Eating a healthy diet is important for every- 
one but even more so for people with diabetes. Eating 
a variety of foods in the right amounts, eating at regu- 
lar times each day, and being physically active will 
help you manage your blood glucose. People with 
diabetes do not have to prepare special foods or 
meals, but you will have to limit how much you con- 
sume. 

Healthy eating helps diabetics to: maintain 
overall good health, control blood glucose, achieve 
normal blood lipid (fat) levels, maintain a healthy 
blood pressure, maintain a healthy body weight and 
prevent complications of diabetes. 

Eating a variety of foods will provide you 
with all the nutrients your body needs to stay healthy. 
Nutrients are substances in foods that provide calo- 
ries, such as carbohydrates, fat, and protein. Different 
foods contain all of these nutrients along with vita- 
mins and minerals. Eating a wide variety of foods will 
ensure you are getting enough of each nutrient in your 
diet. 

All three nutrients provide your body with 
energy, but carbohydrate is your main source of ener- 
gy. Protein builds and repairs your body tissues. Fat is 
needed for healthy hair and skin and also 


carries certain vitamins throughout the body. People 
with diabetes should eat enough of the right types of 
carbohydrates. 

The amount and types of carbohydrate in 
meals has a great impact on blood glucose levels. 
Eating more of these types of carbohydrates which 
are high in fiber-whole grain breads and cereals, 
brown rice, lentils, dried beans and peas, fruits and 
vegetables-may help you feel full and may lower 
blood glucose and cholesterol levels. By eating regu- 
lar meals and spreading carbohydrate foods evenly 
throughout the day, you can maintain energy levels 
without causing blood glucose levels to rise. 

Along with healthy eating, physical activity 
is important. Try to do at least 30 minutes of moder- 
ate physical activity on most days of the week. 
Regular physical activity will improve your blood 
sugar levels. 

Making healthy food choices plays an impor- 
tant part of the overall management of your diabetes, 
including taking your medication and monitoring your 
blood glucose levels. Eating healthy doesn’t mean 

giving up your favorite foods; it means 
choosing wisely from a variety 
of foods that you like to eat. It’s 
okay to enjoy foods high in fat 
once in a while, be sure to bal- 
ance it with staying active 
and enjoying a wide variety 
of foods the rest of the day. 
For more informa- 
tion and help with a personal- 
ized meal plan, contact your 
healthcare provider or regis- 
tered dietitian at each reserva- 
tion. 
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Dental Program Staffers Now Serve at Two Clinics 


Submitted By Kerri Cook 

BIG CYPRESS — The Seminole Dental 
Program would like to welcome some its new staff 
members. Dr. Paula Roberts, D.M.D, Juana Prince, 
R.D.H. and Dental Assistants Jennifer Forbes and 
Tica Rivas, who have all served the Big Cypress 
community since December 2005. 


They will also be serving the Immokalee 
community at the new Immokalee Dental Office in 
the coming weeks. 

We would also like to welcome Stacey 
Wilder, R.D.H to our Brighton Dental Office. She 
will be providing dental hygiene services. 


The new Dental Program schedule will be as follows: 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 


Big Cypress: 

Brighton: 

Hollywood: 

Immokalee: 


Dr. Roberts 
Dr. McClane 
Dr. Woodlock 
Dr. Sofianos 


Dr. McClane 
Dr. Smith 
Dr. Roberts 


Dr. Roberts 
Dr. McClane 
Dr. Sofianos 


Dr. McClane 
Dr. Sofianos 
Dr. Roberts 


Dr. Roberts 
Dr. McClane 
Dr. Woodlock 


Hours of operation: 

Hollywood 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Lunch from 12:00-1:00 
Big Cypress 9:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m. Lunch from 12:30-1:30 
Brighton 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Lunch from 12:00-1:00 
Immokalee 9:30 am - 3:30 p.m. Lunch from 12:00-1:00 


The Healthy Senior 


By Fred Cicetti 

[Editor s Note: Fred Cietti is a syndicated 
columnist who writes about issues concering senior 
citizens ’ health. The opinions he expressed are his 
own. If you would like to ask a question, please write 
fredcicetti@gmail.com. All Rights Reserved © 2006 
by Fred Cicetti] 

Q. Do grandparents get more colds than 
seniors without grandchildren? 

I was unable to find any spe- 
cific data on grandparents and colds. 

However, the National Institute of 
Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
reports that, in families with chil- 
dren in school, the number of colds 
per child can be as high as 12 a 
year. NIAID also reports that all 
people older than 60 average less 
than one cold a year. 

Put those over-60s in 
those homes with school 
children and it doesn’t take 
a mathematician to figure 
out that the number of 
colds in grandparents will 
jump significantly. 

Any grandparent 
will tell you that being 
around their little treas- 
ures has made them sick. 

My five pre-school grand- 
children are generous with 
all the viruses they get 
from their friends at day- 
care and play. My personal physi- 
cian, also a grandfather, says that one of the problems 
is that these walking petri dishes come up with new 
germs older people haven’t developed antibodies for. 

What are you supposed to do when one of 
the darlings comes up to you with a runny nose and 
asks for a hug? Well, if you understand the hazards, 
perhaps you can formulate a plan that works for you 
around the treasured children of your children. 
Obviously the best course of action is to stay away 
from grandchildren when they have colds, but any 


grandparent knows that’s next to impossible. 

There are two ways you can catch a cold: 1 . 
Inhaling drops of mucus full of cold germs from the 
air and 2. Touching a surface that has cold germs and 
then touching your eyes, nose or mouth. 

So, avoid close facial contact with your ail- 
ing grandchildren. Use some restraint. If the child 
needs comfort, limit yourself to hugs that don’t put 

you in the position of inhaling their 
germs. 

Washing your hands 
thoroughly and often is impor- 
tant. Washing with soap and 
water doesn’t kill the cold virus, 
but removes it. The scrubbing is 
more important than the soap. 
Also, if you can, try to avoid 
touching your face after you 
have been around a child with a 
cold. 

Rhinoviruses can live 
up to three hours on your skin, 
and on objects such as tele- 
phones and stair railings. 
Cleaning environmental surfaces 
with a virus-killing disinfectant 
might help prevent spread of 
infection. 

Where are these virus- 
es found most often? No, not 
in the bathroom. The worst 
room in the house for germs is 
the kitchen. And the greatest 
concentration is found in sponges and 
dishcloths. 

Laundering a dishcloth doesn’t 
eliminate germs. And putting a sponge through the 
dishwasher makes it look clean but doesn’t remove 
the infection. Instead, moisten the sponge or dishcloth 
and microwave it for two minutes. Then you’ll have 
safe, germ-free tools to use. 

These tips will help, but the reality is that 
you’re going to catch some colds. They’re the price of 
being a caregiver. It’s the price you paid as a parent. 
Now you’re having a second chance for all that 
love... and all those germs. 



Nutrition Month and Dental Health 


Submitted by Keri Cook 

March is National Nutrition Month. Good 
nutrition plays an important role in good dental 
health. Frequent snacking of sugary goodies and 
drinks increases the risk of developing tooth decay. 

Some snacks have hidden sugars. Com 
symp, high fructose com symp, modified cornstarch, 
and maltose are all sugar. If you see one of these 
terms listed as one of the first ingredients on a food 
label be cautious. Many snacks claim to be low in fat, 
or have no fat. But a review of the food label will 


probably tell you that it is high in sugar and calories. 

One or two snacks a day is okay, but choose 
tooth friendly snacks such as fresh fruits and vegeta- 
bles or cheese. These choices will also be better for 
your overall health! 

For more information about nutrition and 
dental health, please contact the Seminole Dental 
Program: Big Cypress (863) 983-5151, Brighton 
(863) 763-0271, Hollywood (954) 964-3411 and 
Immokalee (239) 867-3400. 


Dear Counselor, 

My wife is about to leave me. I am a 
38 year old married man, with three children. 

I have been married for more than 12 years, 
and I truly love my wife and three daughters. 

I am addicted to crack cocaine. I have 
zero balance in my bank account. I am about 
to lose my job. I find myself increasingly 
paranoid. My cocaine habit started as a week- 
end pleasure with my friends. 

My whole world is upside down. I 
promised my wife, 

I would quit one 
day, and then I find 
myself in the crack 
house or running 
to the pawn shop 
the next day. 

Please help 
me. 

Signed, 

Desperate 

on the 
Reservation 

Dear Desperate on 
the Reservation , 

lam 

proud of you for 
taking the first 
step on your road 
to recovery on 
your journey to 
remain drug free . 

You will discover 
that recovery is 
not a matter of 
chance; it is a 
matter of choice . 

Let me share with 
you, no matter 
what your past 
may have been , 
your future is 
spotless . 

Your letter describes the heartbreak 
of cocaine abuse . Your entire family is being 
held hostage. Each year ; millions of people 
seek therapy and receive professional help 
for a vast number of problems and issues. 

Your problem with cocaine is caused 
by its mind-altering effect. Cocaine works by 


stimulating the brain and once ingested 
cocaine quickly travels to the brain, which 
releases dopamine. Dopamine is a chemical 
that makes humans feel pleasure. However, 
unlike the natural release of dopamine 
cocaine prevents the brain from reabsorbing 
the chemical, which causes extreme eupho- 
ria. 

By stimulating the brain, cocaine 
also stimulates the digestive tract, cardiovas- 
cular system and the central nervous system. 

Frequently there is a 
preoccupation with or 
compulsive need to 
take this powerful stim- 
ulant thus becoming a 
chronic abuser. The 
obsession overrides 
everything: family, 
friend, careers and 
money. 

An individual 
using cocaine believes 
they can hide their 
addiction. However, the 
obvious physical signs 
soon become notice- 
able; cocaine users typ- 
ically have runny 
noses, frequently upper 
respiratory infections 
and severe mood 
swings, cocaine’s cycle 
of euphoria. Followed 
by severe depression 
typically reinforce its 
use. 

I encourage 
you to contact and 
make an appointment 
with the Family 
Services department. 
This Tribal agency has 
a variety of treatments 
for cocaine abuse. The 
initial phase is detoxification and total absti- 
nence. Family Services aims for the patient 
to have total withdrawal with the least possi- 
bility and physical and minimal psychologi- 
cal discomfort. 

Signed, 

Counselor 



Basil Phillips 

MS. Mental Health Counseling 

Letters of interest from the community 

All letters should he sent to 
ASK THE COUNSELOR 
Family Services Department 
3006 Josie Billie Avenue 
Hollywood, FL 33024 
basilphillips^semt ri be.com 


HAVE YOU BEEN INJURED? 


Native American Indian General Service 
Office of Alcoholics Anonymous 


Submitted by Gary Clark 

Greetings, 

We of NAIGSO-AA would like to ask you to 
give us just a few minutes of your time to introduce 
you to the Native American General Service Office of 
Alcoholics Anonymous. NAIGSO-AA was formed in 
1999 as a result of the findings of an Alcoholics 
Anonymous ad hoc committee created to determine 
how well the AA message was reaching Native 
Americans in the San Diego area of California. 

The committee’s determination was that the 
AA message was not being effectively carried to 
Native Americans. Since that time NAIGSO-AA has 
held steadfast to the vision of “Carrying the Message” 
of recovery from alcoholism into the Indian Nations. 

It has more than 85 registered Native American A A 
groups and approximately 450 loner members. 

Native Americans are peoples who have their 
own customs and traditions regarding how to live in 
harmony and balance. They are polite to listen, but 
will go their own way. Those that do attend AA meet- 
ings have a desire to get sober, break the cycle of 
alcoholism, and obtain a sober life in recovery. 

NAIGSO-AA understands and realizes that 


the message of recovery must come from within, that 
Native Americans must be acknowledged as sover- 
eign peoples, that they must be encouraged to come 
forth on their own, allowing AA to flourish from 
within, to network and meet throughout their land at 
powwows, AA meetings and Tribal gatherings, in 
keeping with Native American custom. 

It is our hope that one day every Native 
American alcoholic will be able to find an Alcoholics 
Anonymous group where they live, honoring their 
customs and traditions. We encourage you to contact 
us to discuss the needs in your community. We would 
like to assist you in any possible way to establish an 
A A meeting honoring the Native American traditions 
in your area. 

Our sober support online AA group can be 
found at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/naigsoaafami- 
lycircles. Our website address is http://www.naigso- 
aa.org. 

Sincerely, 

Gary Clark 
(256) 247-5887 
garyc473 @aol. com 



Automobile Accidents 
Medical Negligence 
Nursing Home Abuse/ 
Neglect 
Slip & Falls 



Anthony Tony 11 Scalese 

Tribal Member Pueblo of Islela 


As a Native American, 1 respect your 
special needs and concerns, if you or 
a family member have been injured, 
please call for a free, confidential 
consultation. No fee unless mon^ 
recovered. We will work to protect 
your legal rights. 


30 years of trial experience 


The Law Offices of 
Collier & Scalcsc 
(954) 436-6200 


499 N,W, 70 Avc. Suite 106, Plantation, Florida 33317 

The hiring of a lawyer Is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. 
Before you decide, ask us to send you free written Information about our qualifications and experience. 
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2006 Swamp Cabbage Festiual 


LABELLE, FL — Residents of 
Hendry County kicked off their Swamp 
Cabbage Festival on Thursday evening, 

Feb. 23, in Fabelle, Fla. 2006 marked the 
40th anniversary of this annual event 
which attracts more than 30,000 visitors. 

The first scheduled activity was 
the old timers’ supper which included 
presentations by descendants of Florida’s 
native inhabitants and the area’s original 
pioneer families. Representing the 
Seminole Tribe was Stanlo Johns from 
Brighton, Chairman Mitchell Cypress and 
Big Cypress Board Representative Paul 
Bowers. 

Johns made reference to the tran- 
sition of the Seminole Tribe from the 
hunter-gatherer society that originally 
occupied the area into the agricultural 
and livestock production giant that it is 
today. What started as a few pigs and an 
occasional cow in the remote villages, 
developed into jobs as cowboys on the set- 
j tiers’ ranches that were beginning to dot 
the landscape. 

The ranchers and Indians worked 
together as neighbors transforming South 
Florida into a very important agricultural 
community. During the mid- 1 900 ’s, 
Seminole cattle herds were being estab- 
lished at Brighton and then Big Cypress. 
With hard work and the use of modern 
technologies, the Seminole Tribe has now 
become one of the top cattle producers in 
Florida and has received recognition for 
the quality of its livestock across the 
entire U.S. 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress spoke 
about the bond that developed between 
the settlers who came to homestead the 
area and Seminole Indians who already 
called this land their home. 

“Following the Seminole Wars, 
several trading posts were established and 
eventually the two groups were able to 
. establish a peaceful co-existence,” he said. 
“What was once a very sparsely populated 
area, developed into 


could 

Sir 


rural communities in which they all 
became neighbors and attempted to bene- 
fit from each other’s presence. Despite the 
heavy influx of tourists and developers 
along both coast lines, the agricultural 
communities of South Central Florida 
have managed to preserve the rural neigh- 
borhood atmosphere first created by their 
ancestors.” 

Cypress concluded by saying: 
“Over the years, people living in this farm 
and ranch lifestyle that we enjoy, shared 
experiences and developed close relation- 
ships. As the generations passed, they 
became more than neighbors, but friends 
striving to preserve their family values. 
Together we stand strong.” 

Taking his turn in front of the 
group, Paul Bowers reminisced about 
growing up in the atmosphere that 
Cypress had described. He recalled his 
family working on the ranches and then 
helping to establish the first Tribal herds. 
Following his military service, he returned 
to become a part of the Seminole Tribe’s 
cattle industry and has spent many years 
involved in its growth and development. 

This year’s Swamp Cabbage 
Festival had a vast variety of activities 
throughout the weekend. The FaBelle 
Heritage Museum was open daily, offering 
the visitors an opportunity to learn about 
the local history, view vintage photo- 
graphs and explore the past of this color- 
ful and interesting portion of Florida. 

In the frontier park at the foot of 
the bridge, spectators enjoyed the 
armadillo races, music from several bands, 
dancing, story telling, and vendors ped- 
dling a variety of merchandise. Among 
these were Seminole arts and crafts and an 
assortment of mouth watering dishes for 
which the festival has become 
famous. 

Saturday morning, 

FaBelle’s main street, State 
Road 29, closed down from 
Cowboy Way to the park at 
the foot of the 
Caloosahatchee Bridge for a 
two hour long parade. 

Marching bands, color 
guards, Civil War re-enac- 
tors, Daughters of the 
Confederacy, swamp bug- 
gies, floats, the Red Hat 
Fadies in their purple 
dresses, beauty queens, 
law enforcement, fire 
and rescue made their 
way down the thor- 
oughfare. 

Evidence of 
the Seminole Tribe 
be found 


throughout the parade. Following a 
Seminole Police Department escort, 
Chairman Mitchell Cypress and Big 
Cypress Board Representative Paul Bowers 
waved from their automobiles to the spec- 
tators along the parade route. 

With more than 30 floats in the 
procession, the Seminole Tribe won sec- 
ond place with their entry. The crowds 
cheered in appreciation as Miss Florida 
Seminole Christine McCall, joined by Jr. 
Miss Florida Seminole Jennifer Chalfant 
and Fittle Miss Seminole Crysten Camie 
Smith, waved from beneath a chickee 
making its way slowly down the street. 
Immediately behind them was Brighton 
Princess Jewel Fynne Buck. 

Members of the Seminole Tribe’s 
motorcycle group assembled for a ride 
down the parade route. Dressed in their 
Seminole jackets, they presented the audi- 
ence with an opportunity to view some of 
the most unique and beautiful pieces of 
equipment that have ever traveled down 
the highway. 

Fast but not least, several mem- 
bers of the Eastern Indian Rodeo 
Association joined other riders on their 
immaculately groomed horses for the 
grand finale. The afternoon of Feb. 25 
found racing enthusiasts at the lawnmow- 
er races and then it was off to the mud 
boggin’ track. 

The citizens of Hendry County 
were very grateful to the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida for sponsoring the Eastern Indian 
Rodeo Association on Friday night and 
Professional Cowboy Association Rodeo 
on Saturday evening and Sunday. Rodeo 
has always been an important part of the 
Swamp Cabbage Festival and is a wonder- 
ful expression of the frontier lifestyle that 
it promotes. 


PHOTOS BV Judy Weeks 
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□AY - MARCH SM, 500 



Hast/ 


get tickets at 

ticketmaster.com 


305.35S.5SS5 954.523.3309 561. 966.3309 

AIITiihetmaiti>i Outlet] indudiny ftitky'i Retoidv Spec 's Music 
anti sstetf FYE tocnfon*. 


ticketmaster 
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* Haymaker 

Continued from page 1 


All proceeds from the event went toward 
Playmaker Charities and Academies. The founder is for- 
mer National Football League wide-receiver and Dallas 
Cowboy, Michael Irvin. It was created to serve and 
improve the lives of Broward County youth and the south 
Florida community through educational, academic, spir- 
itual and physical support. 

The festivities kicked off early Friday evening 
as Irvin and his invited guests gathered for a private din- 
ner. Afterward, the Grand Ballroom at the Hard Rock 
Hotel & Casino played host to a public mixer and a live, 
silent auction. 

An impressive list of sports memorabilia was 
auctioned, with all proceeds going to charity. Some of the 
more coveted items included autographed footballs by 
Hall of Fame quarterbacks John Elway of the Denver 
Broncos and Dallas Cowboy Troy Aikman. Pro-Bowler 
Peyton Manning of the Indianapolis Colts and the NFL’s 
all-time leading rusher Emmitt Smith also autographed 
footballs for the auction. 

Jerseys available to the highest bidder included 
baseball legend Jackie Robinson, the Miami Heat’s 
Alonzo Mourning, and NFL Pro-Bowler Steve McNair. 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress, Big Cypress 
Representative David Osceola and Hollywood 
Representative Max B. Osceola Jr., among other impor- 
tant figures in the Seminole community, attended the 
charitable event. 

The celebrities in attendance were a who’s who 
of former and current NFL stars, political leaders, and 
local media. Among these persons were former Dallas 
Cowboy teammates Emmitt Smith and Deion Sanders, 
Washington Redskins future Hall of Famer Darrell Green 
and Minnesota Vikings future Hall of Famer Cris Carter 
to name a few. 

Current Miami Dolphins players Jason Taylor 
and Kiwaukee Thomas also attended. Political radio 
commentator and host Rush Limbaugh, Miami Herald 
and ESPN sports reporter Dan Le Batard, along with 
guests from all around the South Florida area were in 
attendance. 

On March 4, Bonaventure Country Club and the 
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino were the scenes for the golf 
tournament and Irvin’s 40th birthday party. Thirty-five 
teams of four players competed in the golf event in a 
celebrity scramble format, with only one celebrity per 
team. Prizes were offered for several course contests 
including, closest to the pin, longest drive and hole in 
one. 

The brains behind SSM are Manager Elrod 
Bowers and Non-Profit Director/Manager Tera Jenkins. 
Bowers says SSM is a unique operation with great poten- 
tial. 

“We have a lot of businesses with the tribe, and 
this [Playmaker Charities and Academies] is service 
related,” Bowers said. “As opportunities arise we want to 
make sure what we do falls in line with what the Tribe 
wants.” 

In making the charity and its functions a suc- 
cess, the preparations and tough decisions fell into the 
hands of Tera Jenkins. With the Tribe for close to a year 
now, Jenkins has hit the ground running, but she feels 
part of the process has been overcoming the tremendous 
obstacles of a new charity. 

“I think bringing awareness to people that these 
kids are really in need because there are so many other 
worthwhile foundations out there is very important,” 
Jenkins said. “We’re not addressing the symptoms of the 
problems, were attacking the root of them.” 

As far as Playmaker ’s future hopes and ambi- 
tions with SSM, Bowers said of Michael Irvin, “his goals 
are our goals.” 

“This was a great start, but it’s not the end,” 
Bowers said. 


Michael Irvin (left) with NFL great Jim Brown. 


Michael Irvin (left) with former teammate and foundation supporter 
Deion Sanders at his private dinner. 


L-R: Hollywood Representative Max Osceola, Lawrence Osceola, 
Washington Redskins, Darrell Green, Mitchell Osceola, and Steve Osceola. 


L-R: Mahala Madrigal, Holly Tiger, professional golfer Jordan 
Eugenio, 8, Marilyn Doney and Virginia Billie. 


New York Giants wide receiver Plaxico Burress prepares to swing on the 18th hole. 


Michael Irvin (right), wife Sandy, and Hollywood Representative Max Osceola (left) celebrate 

before cutting the birthday cake. 


Celebrity golfer and radio host Rush Limbaugh 
sets up to tee off on the first hole. 


Former Washington Redskin Darrell Green 
autographs a football for the silent auction. 


Michael Irvin (right) with Chairman Mitchell Cypress. 


Michael Irvin with the winners of the celebrity foursome at his golf 
tournament held at the Bonaventure Country Club in Weston. 
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Susan Etxebarria 


Alice Sweat, organizer of the Holiday Cheer Pool Tournament. 


Holiday Cheer Pool Tournament 


By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — A Tribal pool tournament, organ- 
ized by Brighton’s Alice Sweat with the support of the 
Brighton Recreation department, drew many Tribal members 
and their spouses from several reservations on Feb. 20. 

Competitors came from Hollywood, Big Cypress and 
Brighton proving that the Tribe’s best pool players are always 



Susan Etxebarria 


Joe Billie, winner of 55+ 8-Ball Division. 


willing to travel to play one another in a friendly and enjoy- 
able atmosphere. 

Sweat said the Holiday Cheer Pool Tournament was 
originally planned to take place during Christmas holidays but 
she ran up against scheduling conflicts and decided to 
wait-but the name stuck. 

Since the gymnasium at Brighton was condemned 
after being severely damaged by hurricanes in 2004 and is not 
available, the tournament was played in Okeechobee at a 
popular billiard hall called Shooter’s on another holiday, 
President’s Day, which allowed parents to bring along chil- 
dren if they chose. The pool hall was reserved for the Tribe’s 
private party for the entire day beginning at 9 a.m. with a fan- 
tastic lunch served following game play. 

The tournament was divided into two categories: the 
55 and older Men and Women’s Division, and the 18-54 Year 


Old Men and Women’s Division. Five places were paid out in 
each division of 8-Ball, Scotch Doubles and 9-Ball. 

There were 50 winners in all, with some of the 
stronger players winning multiple times, such as Joe Billie Jr. 
who fought off Russell Osceola in the 55 and older division 
for first place in the seniors’ 8-Ball and then losing first place 
in 9-Ball to Osceola and taking second. 

Among the Women in the 55 and older category, 
Juanita Osceola, Jenny Garcia, Louise Osceola and Annie 
Jumper repeated their wins among the top five in both the 8- 
Ball and the 9-Ball. 

Among the men in the 18-54 division, David Nunez 
placed first in 8-Ball and Duane Hughes placed first in 9-Ball. 
Daniel Nunez and David Cypress placed twice, reversing 
third and fourth place positions in 8-Ball and 9-Ball. 

Among the women 1 8-54, Theresa Nunez and 



Susan Etxebarria 

Roy Snow 


Phalyn Osceola placed in the top five in both 8-Ball and 9- 
Ball. 

In the Scotch Doubles category, the top winning 
teams were James and Alice Sweat in the 55 and older and 
Emma Urbina and Jack Billie in the 18-54 year olds. 


McCall Recognized at Sports Banquet 


By Wanda Bowers 

HOLLYWOOD — I was 

invited one last time to attend the 
Sheridan Hills Christian School 
Sports Banquet which was held 
Feb. 22 to recognize and present 
certificates and plaques to the out- 
standing athletes that played this 
year for Sheridan Hills. My son 
happened to be one of them. 

Casey will be graduating 
this year from Sheridan Hills 
Christian School. I am proud he 
got the chance to play at least one 
year of High School football. This 
team was also a brand new team 
that Sheridan Hills started up for 
the second year. Casey was natu- 
rally the biggest guy on the team. 

He stands six-foot-two, 
260 pounds He played offense and 
defense. There was no time to rest, 
but sometimes they did give him a 
water break. 

I’m sorry to say the team 
didn’t win a game but they sure 
had heart. They went up against 
some pretty big teams, and didn’t 
back down. They just played their 
hardiest and stuck it out the whole 




year. 

During the sports banquet 
Casey was awarded first with the 
athletic participation award certifi- 
cate. Next, Most Valuable 
Player-Offensive, last he received 
a Gatorade® Offensive Player of 
the Year award Certificate and a 


pin. 

I always told 
Casey not to worry 
about how the other guy 
is playing but to play his 
position the best he can 
because someone will be 
watching. Sure enough 
someone was watching. 
He was chosen at the 
end of the season to play 
defense on an All- Star 
Team. 

A couple of 
schools and coaches 
want him for their team. 
But, right now, I want 
him to stick to his stud- 
ies, pass with a decent 
grade and look for a col- 
lege or university that he 
really wants to go to 
because if he doesn’t 
like where he’s going 
he’s already going to be 
discouraged. So I’m 
leaving that decision up 
to him. 

All I know is 


Wanda Bowers 

Casey McCall 17 years old played defensive tackle. 


that he is going somewhere, even if it means 
Broward Community 
College first. It’s 
really hard these 
days for our kids to 
stay in school and 
even think about 
going on to college 
but the only thing I 
know how to do is 
always be proud of 
him in whatever he 
does and motivate 
him when I see he 
needs it. 

I also want 
to support him, not 
with money, just 
stand behind him and 
be there when he 
needs me because 
I’m not going any- 
where. I will never 
let him get away 
with slacking off; 
that’s too easy. And 
Wanda Bowers last but not least be 


Casey McCall 17 years old Senior at stem. 

Sheridan Hills. 




tavel & Entertainment 


Premium Seating For 
All Local & National Events 


Theatre 


For All Events Call: 

(305) 444-TIXX (8499) (800) 881-8499 
-'*■ us at: www.preferredultimate.com 


Happy with our Entertainment Service? 
Try our Full Travel Service 

Cruises * Hotels * Airlines 

305-445-6566 or (866)445-6566 
Visit us at: www.preferredultimatetravel.com 


Upcoming Events: 

R Kelly 
Styx 
Gogo’s 
Heart 

Black Eyed Peas 
Cirque Du Soleil 
David Copperfield 
Fall Out Boy 
Kenny Chesney 
BB King 

Tim McGraw & Faith Hill 
Toni Braxton 
Dave Mathew’s Band 
Miami Heat 


We DiMtvei 


llltltoi Civnilt Ciiiut Aecic-i’tiHi 1 
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Hall nails Johnson with a left to the head, Johnson won unanimous decision, 


Johnson vs. Hall 

By Chris Jenkins 

HOLLYWOOD — For many of those who 
braved the long car lines and drenching rains, a great 
night of boxing was on display. Through a collabora- 
tive effort with Warrior’s Boxing Promotions, Inc., 
and The Seminole Tribe of 
Florida, boxing fans were 
able to attend a great fight 
at the Hard Rock Hotel & 

Casino on Feb. 24. 

The pay-per-view 
event featured seven total 
bouts on the venue, with 
four on the main card. This 
led up to the main event as 
Warrior’s 175 pound light 
heavyweight, Glen “The 
Gentleman” Johnson, 43- 
10-2 (29 KOs) faced 
Richard “The Destroyer” 

Hall, 27-5 (25 KOs). 

Both fighters 
came into the bout on dif- 
ferent sides of the spectrum 
in the boxing picture as 
Johnson continued his 
march back toward elite 
status coming off a TKO 
win last Sept, in 10 rounds 
versus George Jones, while 
Hall’s last action occurred 
17 months ago in a KO 
loss to Rico Hoye in four 
rounds. So, what on paper 
should have been a mis- 
match, turned out to be a 
good one as a close match 
going back and forth ended 
in a unanimous decision 
for Johnson. 

With the win, 

Johnson claimed the 
vacant International 

Boxing Association title and has set the stage for a 
possible rematch with two familiar foes in current 
IBF champion, Clinton Woods and current 
International Boxing Organization Champion, 

Antonio Tarver. 


in Boxing Match 

The match impressed most, including the 
Executive Director of Warrior’s, Leon Margulies, who 
said, “I thought someone was going to take someone 
out.” 

This was in part because of a second round 
knock-down of Hall. After 
regrouping though, Hall made 
a strong comeback in several 
rounds and had Johnson look- 
ing vulnerable at times. In the 
end however, Johnson main- 
tained the overall tempo and 
pace. 

Margulies summed it 
up best by adding, “Even 
with the weather, it was a 
great fight.” 

Of course the 

celebrity scene was covered 
with appearances by Miami 
Dolphins linebacker, Zach 
Thomas, former lightweight 
champion, Roberto Duran and 
former middleweight champi- 
on, Hector Camacho. 

Seminole Tribal 
leaders also showed their sup- 
port and included appear- 
ances by Chairman Mitchell 
Cypress and Hollywood 
Tribal Council Representative 
Max B. Osceola Jr., as well as 
other prominent Seminole cit- 
izens. 

Other bouts on the 
schedule were Ricky Quiles 
over Jeremy Yelton in an 
eighth round welterweight 
decision, Billy Zumbrun over 
Stacy Frazier in a fourth 
round TKO among the 
heavyweights, and Joel 
Casamayor over Antonio 
Ramirez in a fifth round KO in lightweight action. 

The next scheduled action set for the Hard 
Rock and Warrior’s will be an ESPN telecast on 
March 24, featuring Dale Brown versus Felix Cora in 
the cruiserweights division as the main event. 



Felix DoBosz 


Ricky Quiles celebrates victory! 


Former Champion Boxer Visits Hard 
Rock Live Arena 



Jimmy Osceola gets autograph from Roberto 
Duran. 



old days in Madison Square Garden, when he worked 
for the Trump organization. 

Duran said in Spanish: “They gave 
me a golden key and I thought it was a key to 
the bank vault, but it was to the City,” and 
they all busted out laughing over this amusing 
joke.” 

The champ also posed for photos and 
signed well wishers autographs. Jimmy 
Osceola, a longtime boxing enthusiast and a 
huge Duran fan brought a boxing glove for his 
idol to sign. Osceola was thrilled to finally get 
to meet this great world class boxer on a per- 
sonal level and get the autograph he would 
always cherish. 

Duran was happy to accommodate all 
his many fans and share hearty laughs with 
them. He said he was very impressed with the 
new arenas facilities and hoped to come back 
for more championship boxing here at the 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino. 

For more information on Duran, 
please visit http://www.duranscomer.com. 


By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD — The retired 54-year old 
former boxing champ Roberto “Manos de Piedra” 
Duran came from Panama to visit the Hard Rock 
Live arena at the Seminole Paradise on Feb. 22. 

Duran was an honored guest of Warrior’s Boxing 
Promotions, Inc., for the Johnson vs. Hall fight; an 
International Boxing Association light heavyweight 
world title fight that took place on Feb. 24. 

The record for Duran’s impressive fights, 
104-16-69 KOs, and has held the following champi- 
onship belts: World Boxing Championship light- 
weight, welterweight, light middleweight, mid- 
dleweight and World Boxing Association junior mid- 
dleweight championship titles. 

Duran became famous in the 80s by beating 
Sugar Ray Leonard on June 20, 1980 in Montreal, 
Canada. His success and popularity opened doors for 
many more Hispanic championship boxer’s that fol- 
lowed, such as Oscar DeLaHoya, Felix Trinidad and 
Hector “Macho” Camacho, to name a few. Many 
boxing fans will totally agree that Duran was one of 
the 10 best boxers of all-time having fought some of 
the best fighters of his time. 

Duran toured the Hollywood Seminole facil- 
ities a few days before the big match with Seminole 
Trial Liaison William Osceola. Duran’s daughter 
Dalia Duran accompanied him as his Spanish to 
English translator and personal assistant. 

He walked through the offices of the Hard 
Rock Live staff and met with Vice President of 
Entertainment for the Seminole Hard Rock, Bemie 
Dillon. Dillon found an old photo of Roberto from the 


Michell Cypress and friend with Duran. 


Xtreme AAU Basketball Team Shows Their Stuff 



Hollywood Xtreme team 


By Lila Osceola 

TAMPA — Hunter Osceola 
and Josh Cypress take the spotlight on 
their 14 and under AAU boys Xtreme 
basketball team. They are the only two 
Tribal citizens on this team. 

On the weekend of the Feb. 

24-26, the Hollywood Xtreme team 
went to Tampa for their first AAU bas- 
ketball tournament. The summer season 
is where young athletes are able to pol- 
ish up and improve on their skills. 

Traveling teams are a great source of 
experience in the summer season of 
basketball. 

The AAU organization has a 
118 year history of providing sport and 
fitness opportunities to the sports enthu- 
siasts of all ages. Playing in AAU is 
something many young bailers across 
the U.S. participate in. 

Luckily the coaches of the 
Seminole recreation department found 
some other basketball players from the 
community to fill a team for these two 
young men to play with and providing 
them a chance to get some valuable 
basketball experience at another level. 

The weekend brought many basketball teams 
of all different ages. Good competition tends to do 
that. 14 and under age group is a strange but funny 
age division. At this stage boys are blossoming into 
young men. Most of the boys look like they are all 
legs and feet. The teams that the Xtreme team came 
up against were 
very big for their 
age. 

The first 

team Xtreme came 
up against was an 
Orlando All Star 
team. The game 
was very competi- 
tive, although you 
couldn’t tell by the 
score. The Xtreme 
team fought for 
every loose ball, 
but the size of the 
Orlando Giants 
outweighed any 
hustle Xtreme 
gave. Orlando 
Giants dominated 
Xtreme from the 
tip off. 

The next 
game wasn’t as 
bad as the first, 
just like anything 
else; experience 
helps and allows 
you time to get 
accustomed to your teammates. The level of play was 
a much more up tempo match up then middle school 
basketball was around here. The boys finally figured 
out they better step on the court ready to play. 

The second game was much better; they had 


a chance to win this game. Xtreme trailed Tampa by 
only nine at the half. But somewhere in between the 
third and fourth quarter something went wrong. 

Hunter hit a few three pointers and Josh played out- 
standing defense. But in the end it wasn’t enough to 
get past the Tampa team. 

The third game was the beginning of the 
playoffs. The only positive thing about the weekend 
was that they were getting better and better by each 
game. The last game was a bit tougher, legs were 

tired, and it was a 
long weekend 
mentally and 
physically getting 
beat up on the 
court. 

The 

weekend came to 
a halt after they 
picked up their 
third and final 
loss against 
another Tampa 
team. Xtreme 
team was physi- 
cally out manned, 
meaning size and 
lack of tall guys. 
Trying to rebound 
among trees 
makes it hard to 
have enough ener- 
gy to try and 
score on the 
offensive end. 

All good things must come to an end, and 
fortunately it was a good weekend, no injuries, no one 
got lost, and everyone learned a lot about things that 
Hollywood Xtreme team needs to go home and prac- 
tice on. 



Lila Osceola 


Hunter Osceola shoots a three 
pointer over a Tampa player. 



Lila Osceola 


Josh inbounds the ball to his 
teammate. 



GET THE LOOK ! 


JR SEAU, JASON TAYLOR, MARSHALL FAULK 
BRAD PENNY, AJ BURNETT & MANY MORE DID! 



GO WHERE THE STARS SHOP AND 
GET TREATED LIKE A STAR 




LIFT KIT5.'LOWERINO KITS 


13" - 26" CUSTOM WHEELS 


AIRAJD i SUPERCHIP5 



AUDIO VOX nVOWPiTUNER FIBERGLASS TGNNO‘5 BftU SHGUAROS.'N E.R FBA RS 

M-F 9am - 6pm t WWW.CALCUSTOMS.COM I SAT 9am - 9pm 

4721 RAVENSWOOD RD / FT LAUDERDALE, FL 33312 

(954) 981-7223 / FAX: (954) 981-3401 
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Bert C. Jones Memorial Basketball Tournament 









By Tony Heard 

HOLLYWOOD — This particular memorial 
basketball tournament held each year in the remem- 
brance of Bert C. Jones is usually held on the 
Brighton reservation. Due to construction on the gym 
from hurricane damage and simple upgrades, this year 
on Feb. 24-25 the tournament was held at the 
Hollywood Gym. 

The tournament tallied 12 teams this year. 
Seven men teams and five women teams wanted to 
come and compete for the crown this year. Even 
though many of the teams were without their usual 
cast of players, and a lot of teams only had five play- 
ers, but still most games were exciting and fun to 
watch. 

The tournament kicked off with the MB Cl 
(Choctaws) team and Sem Rec matching up. Due to 
different emergencies and injuries to the Sem Rec 
team, they ended up playing with four players the first 
half. The lead was not too demanding for the MB Cl 
team, the Sem Rec team could not get over the hump 
to get the come-from-behind win. MBCI sent the Sem 
Rec team to the loser’s bracket by capturing the nar- 
row win. 

The women’s side of the bracket brought 
excitement also. There were some good match-ups 
that brought lots of intensity to the court. The first 
game of the evening for the women was the Lady 
Swoosh versus the Bright Rec. ladies. It was a close 
game but the Lady Swoosh pulled away and captured 
a victory. The team consisted of players mostly from 
Hollywood and a couple of layers from around the 
Fort Pierce area. 

The women’s side of the bracket was round- 
ed out with Miccosukee, Lady Sundown, and Sem 
Rec women’s squad. 

Unfortunately the Sem Rec ladies were short 
on personnel and were not able to compete in this 
tournament. The team took two forfeits and ended up 
going two and out for the first time in many years. 
Everyone who knew the situation was understanding 
and compassionate about the whole issue. 

Back on the men’s side of things the 
Brighton assembled two teams from up that way to 
compete in this tournament. One was going by the 
name Brighton Rec and the other simply using the 
name Brighton as their team name. The team that con- 
sist of the guys from Big Cypress were using the 
name Warriors. 

Jason Billie got a team together called the 


Tony Heard 

Cassandra Jones passes to her teammate to beat Sundown in the champi- 
on ship game. 


Jerome Huggins drives past Max Osceola III. 


Shockers, and the team going by 
the name Last Minute rounded out 
the seven men’s teams for this 
tournament. The next game on the 
agenda for the men was the 
Brighton Rec team versus the 
shockers. 

The game began close but 
then the Brighton Rec team took 
control and built a large lead. The 
Shockers could not withstand the 
defense and fast break scoring of 
the Brighton Rec team. They 
showed class in the lost and pre- 
pared themselves to compete in the 
loser’s bracket on Feb. 25 to stay 
alive in the tourney. 

The last game of the night 
ended up being a close match-up 
between the Warriors and the 
Brighton team. Intense from the 
jump ball all the spectators who 
were still present were into the 
game cheering and supporting 
their friends and family members 
on the court. There were many 
lead changes and big shots made 
from both teams. 

The Brighton team would 
go on a six to nothing run and just 
when one would think the game 
was getting out of hand, the 
Warriors would answer with a run 
of their own to keep it close. 

Unfortunately for the 
Brighton team the game was one 
of runs and the Warriors had the 
last good run of the game. Getting 
a couple key steals and converting 
them into baskets gave the 
Warriors just enough cushion to 
hold on to the win and stay on the winners sides of 
the bracket. 

Starting up the competition on Feb. 25 was 
the Lady Swoosh and Miccosukee. With many of the 
Miccosukee players having to wake up earlier than 
usual it seemed as if they were not fully awake until 
the second half and then started to play hard. Getting 
steals and making long range shots kept the 
Miccosukee ladies in the game, but the Lady Swoosh 
team kept their composure 
and sealed off the victory 
with a run that the 
Miccosukee ladies could not 
slow down or recover from. 

The Shockers and 
Brighton was the first men’s 
battle of the day. The 
Shockers went two and out as 
the Brighton team got the 
narrow victory and moved on 
the play Last Minute who 
lost the 11:30 game against 
the MBCI team. 

Brighton Rec defeat- 
ed the Warriors in a game 
that was full of crazy plays 
and a great display of team- 
work, to advance to the semi- 
finals against MBCI. The 
Warriors had to make their 
way to the loser’s bracket and 
go head-to-head with a Sem 
Rec to see who would keep 
playing and who would be 
watching. 

The Sem Rec team 
had enough momentum to 
open a up a commanding 
lead and capture the win. 
Following the men’s game 
the women were ready to 
take control of the court again 
and showcase their skills. 
Miccosukee ladies had to face 
off against the feisty Brighton 
Rec team and try not to get elim- 
inated from the tournament. The 
Brighton Rec team came out and 
put up a good fight but the 
Miccosukee ladies were bound 
and determined to get the win 
and advance to the next game. 

The game that followed 
was the MBCI men against the 
Brighton Rec team in a heated 
battle of athletic talents and 
crafty passing. The Brighton Rec 
team made the game a good one 
by continually making the MBCI 
team work for every basket they 
got. 

Then the table turned 
and the MBCI squad got a few 
run out lay-ups and drained a 
couple threes to build the lead. 
The Brighton Rec guys fought 
back but didn’t have enough 
juice to get over the hump. To 
Tony Heard the loser’s bracket Brighton Rec 
went and MBCI moved onto the 
championship game, waiting to 


Tony Heard 

2006 Bert C. Jones womens champions, Lady Swoosh. 


see who they would face this time around. 

In the women’s semi-final the Lady Swoosh 
team battled with Sundown. The game was highly 
intense and had blocked shots, court bums and even 
one or two offensive fouls, which means the women 
were being very aggressive. The game came down to 
the last few possessions and Lady Swoosh did a 
great job of controlling the ball to eat up the 
clock. 

When Sundown did foul Lady Swoosh, 
they did a great job of controlling the ball to eat 
up the clock. Sundown wasn’t going down with- 
out a fight though after making the Lady Swoosh 
team commit a couple turnovers they converted 
and picked up the defense again. But there was 
just not enough time left for Sundown this time 
around, Lady Swoosh played smart and used the 
clock to their advantage to capture the win. 

Sundown was now in a must- win situa- 
tion and had to bounce back quickly from a close 
loss or watch Miccosukee ladies and Lady 
Swoosh play for the championship. They stepped 
up to the challenge and made the changes they 
needed to in order to get the win over 
Miccosukee. 

Miccosukee played hard and never gave 
up, but they were simply outplayed this time and 
Miccosukee was headed to the championship in a 
rematch with Lady Swoosh. On the men’s side 
things in the loser’s bracket, Brighton Rec and 
Sem Rec had to battle it out to see who would 
face MBCI in the championship game. Sem Rec 
came out hot and jumped out to a slim lead. 

The experience and teamwork of the 
Sem Rec team was too much for Brighton Rec to 
handle and they took the loss. It was a 
well fought battle and the sportsmanship 
throughout the game was excellent. 

Opposing players were helping each 
other up to acknowledging when some- 
one on the opposite team made a tough 
shot. But nevertheless in the end 
Brighton Rec’s tournament had to come 
to an end and Sem Rec was headed back 
to the championship game for another 
rematch with MBCI. 

In the women’s championship 
game went pretty much according to 
plan. There were lots of big shots, 
aggressive defense, and hustle. The 
Sundown team came out and made the 
Lady Swoosh team work for everything 
they got. The game was fast paced and 
came down to the wire once again just 
like the first time these two teams 
matched up. 

Sundown was putting forth the 
effort to try and change the outcome and 
get a little revenge on the team that sent 
them through the loser’s bracket. 

Lady Swoosh had their eyes set 
on a championship though and was not 
about to let Sundown get in the way. 

They held off powerful runs by the 
Sundown team and had a few good runs 
of their own to get a slim lead with less 
than two minutes to play. Sundown 
fought hard but it was time for Lady 
Swoosh to claim the win and be crowned 
the champions of the Bert C. Jones 
Memorial for 2006. 

Another heated battle against 
the Sem Rec and MBCI teams. 

Both were playing with extremely 
depleted rosters and championship 
game started out looking like 
another exciting match-up. 

The MBCI team went on 
a run right before halftime to give 
them a nice size lead. Beginning 
the second half, the defensive 
intensity increased on both sides 
and there was a lull when neither 
team could get a shot to fall. 

There seemed to be a lid on both 
baskets until Carlos Adamson hit a 
long range three to cut the Sem 
Rec team’s deficit to single digits. 

But it seemed that his 
basket opened up the flood gates, 
because following that basket 
MBCI team went on a command- 
ing run that was too much for Sem 
Rec team to bounce back from. 

Not getting back on defense and 
turning the ball over seemed to be 
the recipe for destruction for the 
Sem Rec team. In the midst of it 
all the MBCI team took advantage 
of all the miscues and captured 
another championship. 

The Bert C. Jones is 
always an exciting tournament 


regardless of where it takes place. Teams come to 
compete hard, have fun, and enjoy the chance to play 
this wonderful game of basketball in remembrance of 
Bert C. Jones. Next year this tournament will be just 
as entertaining and fun, so hopefully everyone can 
come out fellowship and enjoy the atmosphere. 


Tony Heard 


Pete Osceola shoots the three against the quick 
Brighton team. 


Tony Heard 

Bert C. Jones tournament welcomes Phalyn Osceola back to 
the court after maternity leave. 
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Shawn gives his team the edge to beat Sem Rec in championship game. 


Sundown beats Miccosukee in Semi-Final game. 
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Tribal Fair Bowling Tournament at Don Carter 


By Lila Osceola 

DAVIE, FL — Tribal Fair festivities started 
early for the bowlers of the Tribe. Seniors and adults 
alike came to Don Carter Bowling lanes on Feb. 9 
morning to participate for the all day event. 

While the rest of the Tribe was preparing for 
the Pow-wow, all other athletes were getting ready to 
bowl, golf, or play basketball. There was so much to 
do for native people to do and so little time. 

The senior men and women kicked off the 


tournament mid-morning on Feb. 9 through the after- 
noon. The adults finished up the tournament with 
Tribal citizens coming from Brighton, Big Cypress 
and Ft. Pierce to participate. 

The tournament results follow. 

Senior Women 50-59: Regular: 1. Mary 
Bowers, 157, 2. Mary Jumper, 144, 3. Rose Jones, 
122, 4. Sarah Sampson, 117; 3-6-9: 1. Mary Jumper, 
178, 2. Mary Bowers, 173, 3. Sarah Sampson, 169, 4. 
Rose Jones, 143; No Tap: 1. Rose Jones, 199, 2. 

Beulah Gopher, 197, 3. Mary Bowers, 
188, 4. Mary Jumper, 157, 5. Sarah 
Sampson, 110. 

Senior Men 50-59: Regular: 1. 
Parker Jones, 195, 2. Moses Osceola, 
177, 3. Thomas Cypress, 157, 4. Elbert 
Snow, 156, 5. Gary Sampson, 147; 3-6- 
9: 1. David Jumper, 228, 2. Moses 
Osceola, 225, 3. Gary Sampson, 203, 4. 
Thomas Cypress, 202, 5. Elbert Snow, 
189; No Tap: 1. Moses Osceola, 258, 2. 
Gary Sampson, 238, 3. David Jumper, 
231, 4. Elbert Snow, 222, 5. Jack Smith 
Jr., 205. 

Senior Women 60 and Older: 
Regular: 1. Agnes Bert, 212, 2. Mabel 
Doctor, 161, 

3. Sally Gibson, 138, 4. Onnie Osceola, 
108, 5. Alice Snow, 80; 3-6-9: 1. Mabel 
Doctor, 210, 2. Addie 
Osceola, 178, 3. Sally 
Gibson, 138, 4. Agnes 
Bert, 136, 5. Onnie 
Osceola, 126; No Tap: 1. 
Mable Doctor, 243, 2. 
Sally Gibson, 225, 3. 
Agnes Bert, 198, 4. Addie 
Osceola, 172, 5. Onnie 
Osceola, 143. 

Seniors Men 60 
and Older: Regular: 1 . 
Eugene Bowers, 160, 2. 
Ronnie Doctor, 158, 3. 
Archie Johns, 150, 4. 
Wonder Johns, 138, 5. 
Billie Micco, 136; 3-6-9: 
1. Ronnie Doctor, 180, 2. 
Wonder Johns, 168, 3. 
Billie Micco, 165, 4. 
Eugene Bowers, 161, 5. 
Archie Johns, 148; No 
Tap: 1. Ronnie Doctor, 
244, 2. Eugene Bowers, 


Lila Osceola 


Eugene Bowers starts off the Seniors bowling tournament with 
a strike. 


Lila Osceola 


The adults anxiously await the start of the bowling tournament. 


206, 3. Wonder Johns, 179, 

4. Archie Johns, 147, 5. 

Billie Micco, 125. 

Adults: No Tap: 1. 

Margaret Wilcox/Blake 
Osceola, 491, 2. Amanda 
Smith/ Andre Jumper, 487, 3. 

Alfreda Musket/Ollie 
Wareham, 447, 4. Amanda 
Smith/Emery Fish, 446, 5. 

Mary Huff/Philmon Bowers, 

435, 6. Marilyn 
Doney/Dwayne Billie, 430, 

7. (tie) Terri Frank/Parker 
Jones, 427, 7. Nadine 
Tommy/Derek Thomas, 427, 

9. Virgina Billie/Kenny 
Doney, 422, 10. Terry 
Frank/David Jumper, 412, 

1 1 . Dallas Cypress/Delwin 

McGowan, 403, 12. Denise Billie/Thomas Cypress, 


Seniors show good sportsmanship. 


399, 13. Patricia Wilcox/Tony Billie, 393. 

Adults: 3-6-9: 1. Monica Johns/Michael 
Micco, 426, 2. (tie) Nadine Tommy/Danny Jones, 
424, 2. Monica Cypress/Elton Shore, 424, 4. Amanda 
Smith/Mitch Osceola, 422, 5. (tie) Betty/Philmon 
Bowers, 421, 5. Betty/Ollie Wareham, 421, 7. Denise 
Billie/Ricardo Hernandez, 420, 8. Marilyn 
Doney/Parker Jones, 410, 9. Mary Huff/Dwayne 
Billie, 399, 10. Crystalee Coppedge/Bobby Frank, 
396, 11. Farrah Jones/Elbert Snow, 388, 12. Nadine 
Tommy/ Amos Billie, 386, 13. Jackie 
Thompson/Moses Osceola, 373. 

Adults: Regular: 1. Terri & Bobby Frank, 
450, 2. Denise Billie/Ollie Wareham, 417, 3. Diane 
Smith/Blake Osceola, 395, 4. Alfreda Musket/ Amos 
Billie, 390, 5. Jackie Thompson/Mitch Osceola, 381, 
6. Margaret Wilcox/Kevin Tommie, 373, 7. Farrah 
Jones/Elton Shore, 351, 8. Rose Jones/Pittman 
Sampson, 342, 9. Patricia Wilcox/Philmon Bowers, 
339, 10. Marilyn/Kenny Doney, 328, 11. Sarah 
Sampson/David Jumper, 325, 12. Nadine 
Tommy/Rufus Tiger, 322, 13. Mary Huff/Michael 
Micco, 313. 


Lila Osceola 

Jackie Thompson shows off her bowling skills. 


Lila Osceola 


Lila Osceola 

Tip off for the womens championship game, Sundown vs. Sem. Rec. 


Lila Osceola 


Brighton men take 3rd place. 


Lila Osceola 


Kelsey Jones dribbles by defense. 


heated match up. Although the youth of Brighton 
team gave Sem Rec a run for their money in the first 
half of the Semi-final game. The quickness and depth 


of their bench gave the Canes the edge and came awa; 
with the victory as they handed Sem Rec another run- 
ner up trophy for the 2006 basketball season. 


Tony Heard 

Sem Rec women take home the championship for 2006. 


By Lila Osceola 

HOLLYWOOD — Tribal Fair festivities 
continue and this time the action was at the 
Hollywood Gym. The annual Tribal Fair Basketball 
Tournament was exciting and very entertaining this 
year. Good games, good sportsmanship; it definitely 
was a good weekend for a basketball tournament. 

On the weekend of Feb. 10-12 many people 
went back and forth from the pow-wow to the basket- 
ball tournament. This year the tournament brought in a 
lot of new faces, with seven men’s teams and five 
women’s teams. The crowd was into every game from 


the tip off to the final buzzer. 

Many young faces were brought to the court 
for this year’s tournament. Almost every team had 
young talented athletes in the line up. What a great 
way to get some real basketball experience, and com- 
pete with the “big dogs”-the adults. 

The championship round had Sem Rec repre- 
sented for both the women and the men. The women 
side of the bracket, Sem Rec played Sundown in a 
never ending showdown for the championship. Sem 
Rec pulled out a demanding victory, with their good 
defense and up tempo style of play. 

With no surprise the men’s bracket 
ended up with Sem Rec versus Canes for another 


Tribal Fair Basketball Tournament 


2006 Bert C. Jones Mens Basketball Tournament Champions, Canes. 
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2006 Gasparilla Gymnastic Meet 


By Gina Allardyce 

ST. PETERSBURG, FL 

— The competitors and chaperones 
alike all had a great time in St. 
Petersburg, Fla. at Tropicana Fields 
Park. Seven girls and one boy from 
the Seminole Tribe competed in 
various divisions on the weekend 
of Feb. 25 at the 2006 Gasparilla 
gymnastic meet. 

Tous Young, the only 
male competitor, competed in 
events including floor, pommel 
horse, rings vault, parallel bars and 
high bar. He won first place on 
vault, third on floor, sixth on rings 
and ninth all round. 

For the Level 1 girls, Tia 
Blais-Billie came in ninth all 
round. Brittany Leah Cox came in 
with eight all round. The Level 2 
gymnasts competed on Feb. 26. 
Tarina Young, Carson Knaby, 



Gina Allardyce 


Athens-Olympian gymnast Ivan, helps coach team Flairs, 



Gina Allardyce 

Male Coach Carlos spots Tous Young 
on high bar. 


Ashley Osceola and Mariah 
Bowers, who hit her beam rou- 
tine with second place, all took 
part in Gasparilla. 

It’s so exciting to watch 
these kids compete because they 
work so hard and train nine to 12 
hours per week to perfect their 
gymnastic skills. Results follow. 

Mariah Bowers: Vault: 
9.425, Bars: 8.25, Beam: 9.5, 
Floor: 8.15, All Around: 35.325. 

Ashley Osceola: Vault: 
9.075, Bars: 8.7, Beam: 9.3, 
Floor: 7.95, All Around: 35.025. 

Carson Knaby: Vault: 
9.35, Bars: 8.95, Beam: 9.625, 
Floor: 8.05, All Around: 


35.975. 

Tarina Young: Vault: 
9.375, Bars: 8.275, Beam: 9.4, 
Floor: 8.675, All Around: 35.725. 

Tia Blais-Billie: Vault: 
8.45, Bars: 8.2, Beam: 7.9, Floor: 
7.6, All Around: 32.15. 

Braudice Blais-Billie: 
Vault: 9.225, Bars: 8.775, Beam: 
8.9, Floor: 8.6, All Around: 35.5. 

Brittany Leah Cox: Vault: 
8.85, Bars: 8.15, Beam: 8.65, 
Floor: 7.55, All Around: 33.2. 

Tous Young: Floor: 9.4, 
Pommel Horse: 7.5, Rings: 9.6, 
Vault: 9.7, Parallel Bars: 8.7, 
Uneven Bars: 8.2, All Around: 
53.1. 


Tribal Citizen Participates at Tae 
Kwan Do Championship in Dallas 


By Adelsa Williams 

DALLAS, TEXAS — The city of Dallas 
was the host of the 1 5th Annual Tae Kwon Do 
National Championship. At this competition, Tribal 
citizen Aaron Frank, Panther clan, had the great 
opportunity to show off his martial arts skills. 

From Feb. 16-19 many of the Tae Kwon Do 
world’s greats converged on the Dallas Convention 
Center for the three day competition. They took part 
in the grand event where more than 1,500 competitors 
from all over the world squared off in one-on-one 
competition battles. 

Aaron 
Frank, from the 
Tampa area, trav- 
eled to the 
Midwest with his 
family to experi- 
ence a higher 
level competition 
in his choice of 
sport. Frank has 
endlessly trained 
for the opportuni- 
ty to compete 
against such wor- 
thy adversaries. 

Frank 

had the opportu- 
nity to battle a 
heavyweight 
fighter from 
Croatia who 
stood six-foot- 
five-inches tall 
and weighed in 
at more than 300 
pounds. Frank himself competed in the heavyweight 
division because of this 235 pound, six-foot tall frame 

The Eastern European overwhelmed the 
Florida Native with his strong, fast and skillful 


moves. And although the Croatian competitor defeat- 
ed Frank, he proudly and humbly spoke about his 
defeat. 

“He impressed me. He was big and fast,” he 
said. “He had a lot of power with fast combinations. 
Em just honored to fight him because he is one of the 
top fighters in the national championship; he just had 
more experience.” 

For Frank this fight was his first ever in his 
lifetime at the national level and said that he would 
love to do it again, once he builds more experience. 

Frank along with his two brothers Kevin and 
Nick, who both also 
take part in the sport, 
traveled from Lakeland, 
Fla. to Kissimmee, Fla. 
twice a week and on 
weekends to practice at 
the Academy of Martial 
Arts since the early 
1990s. 

Coach Ryan 
Green had the opportu- 
nity to travel with Frank 
and his family and 
shared his thoughts on 
the Seminole’s marital 
arts performance. 

“He [Frank] 
has the most heart and 
compassion for the sport 
I’ve ever seen,” said 
Green. “He fought 
well.” 

He doubled his 
ability to come up to 
Texas he’ll need experi- 
ence to keep climbing.” 

Coach Green and the Frank family look for- 
ward to attend the next AAU National Championship 
in March, which will take place in Kissimmee, Fla. 



Adelsa Williams 


L-R Coach Ron Green, Nick Frank, Aaron Frank & Kevin 
Frank 


Successful Turnout for Men’s Softball 




Tournament 


By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — Nothing 
could have been finer for avid ama- 
teur softball athletes than the Brighton 
Men’s Softball Tournament held on 
March 4. There was money to win; 
great competition-and excellent ball 
fields to play the game. 

Teams had been purposely 
formed for this tournament open to 
the public. Each team had to pay a 
good fee to play for the generous first 
place cash prize. There were two 
Seminole Tribal teams playing ball, 
one from Brighton and the other from 
Immokalee reservations. 

A few Tribal citizens were 
playing on the Okeechobee and 
Clewiston teams. 


Susan Etxebarria 

Immokalee softball team enjoy a BBQ mid-games. (L-R)Susan 
Davis, Ruby Anzualdar, Mario Gonzalez, Joey Garcia and Ray 
Yzaguirre. 


Susan Etxebarria 

Richard Osceola 


The rest of the 10 teams were comprised of the most enthusias- 
tic and competitive amateur players from around the state. Some players 
came from Miami, Homestead, Ft. Myers, and others from as far away 
as Gainesville. 

Most teams staked out a shady spot to park their vehicles 
around two of the three well-groomed ball fields so the players, wives 
and kids could gather together during their time off the field; have a lit- 
tle barbecue, do a little tailgating. 

Linda Tommie’s Snack Shack also made sure there were plenty 
of hot dogs and hamburgers cooking throughout the day. 

The games ended by 7 p.m. with first place prize going to 
Express, a team formed from top players from all over the state-some- 
what of an all-star team. 

Brighton Recreation Department Coordinator Richard Osceola 
said he was pleased with the turnout. He said the games moved along 
smoothly and everything was kept on time so the players were happy 
they would be getting home at a decent hour. 



Brighton 4H Show & Sale 


March 23 Show 

March 24 Sale & Buyers Dinner 
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Eastern Indian Rodeo Association 
Presents Swamp Cabbage Festival Rodeo 


By Judy Weeks 

LA BELLE, FL — Feb. 24 ’s evening’s per- 
formance started off with the EIRA junior rodeo. 
Ahnie Jumper took first place in the mutton bustin’, 
with Sarah Descheene in second and Dayra Koenes in 
third. 

The wild pony riders learn technique and 
build up their courage for the day when they will 
climb aboard the bareback and saddle broncs. Thomas 
Bearden held the lead, while J.J. John and Josh Johns 
tied for second. 

It was a tough break for calf rider Kelton 
Smedley. Exiting the chute, Smedley’s calf rocketed 
him into the air, sending him head first into the clay 
of the arena. Fortunately, he was up and running with- 
in a matter of seconds without sustaining any injuries. 
First place in this event went to Kenny Descheene. 
Michael Garcia was second and tying for third place 
were Jobe Johns and Blevins Jumper. 

Competition was heavy in the Steer Riding. 
Beginner Tyler Tigertail managed to get in a six sec- 
ond ride, while Brantley Osceola drew a rank creature 
that threw him into the air just outside the chute. J.J. 
John’s mount came out of the gate spinning like a top 
and Josh Johns just missed the buzzer. Following an 
awesome ride, William Bearden won the top slot. 

With turquoise chaps flopping in the air, 
Andre Jumper pulled a close second. Andrew Holmes 
received 66 points for his ride down the full length of 
the arena giving him a third place position. 

There were four brave riders in the junior 
bull event with very close scores. Dayne Johns earned 
78 points on the black monster that he drew taking 
the first place position. Meanwhile Justin Aldridge 
with 77 points was a narrow miss and grabbed the 
second slot. Riding a brown spotted, white bull Ethan 
Gopher took third and Seth Randolph got his eight 
seconds for a fourth. 



Judy Weeks 

Ethan Gopher took 3rd place in the junior bulls. 


The audience received a special treat when 
they witnessed the debut appearance of some very 
young barrel racers. Breanna Bowers was all smiles 
on her palomino as mom, Clarissa, ran with her on 
lead line through the barrel pattern. 

Then Ko’oshee Henry waved to the crowd as 
his big sister Ayze lead him around the arena. 
Following in the family tradition, Canaan Jumper 
entered her very first barrel race under the careful 
hand of her father, Josh. 

Savannah Fischer controlled her own horse 
while her mother walked along for moral support. 
Meanwhile, Sonny Bearden’s brother ran through the 
barrels with her little paint pony in hot pursuit. 

The 4 to 8 year old barrel racers worked 
their way through the event like old pros with each of 
them setting their own pace. Dressed in their fancy 
western attire, the crowd cheered for each of their 
performances. Winners were: 1. Kalgary Johns, 2. 
Ahnie Jumper, 3. Jobe Johns, 4. Danny Rodriguez, 5. 
Cyrus Smedley. 

There were 11 contestants in the nine-12 
year old category. While some of the riders were new 
to the event, others are becoming professionals and 
turning in some very good scores: 1. Acealyn 
Youngblood, 2. Nauthkee Henry, 3. Adrienne 
Cypress, 4. Andre Jumper. 

Finishing with the 13-18 year olds, there 
was a little excitement as one rider hit the dirt and a 
few barrels fell over, but the winning scores were 
definitely something to talk about. Scores: 1. Janae 
Braswell, 2. Taylor Johns, 3. Shy la Jones. 

It was a very bad night for the team ropers of 
tomorrow. Competing in the Jr. Breakaway, there 
were no catches despite some very hard work by the 



Judy Weeks 


Savannah Fish rode all by herself in the barrel com- 
petition. 


contestants. The audience awarded them with a loud 
cheer for their combined efforts. 

There was one brave young entry in the 
Junior Bareback event. Jacoby Johns rode his bronc to 
victory. 

EIRA sanctioned rodeo events got underway 
at 8 p.m. on Feb. 24, with the Marki Rodeo Company 
as stock contractor. 

A tribute was offered to our Veterans who 
daily place themselves in harm’s way as they prove 
that freedom is not free. Taylor Johns then circled the 
arena carrying the American flag. The audience stood 
silently in prayer before joining in singing the 
National Anthem. This year’s Swamp Cabbage Queen 
Maria Bridges made an appearance before the grand 
entry signaled the beginning of a fun-filled evening. 

Mississippi Rudy entertained with his clown 
antics throughout the evening and kept up a constant 
flow of jokes. Clint Boney and Spook Whidden did 
their usual fine job of assisting the contestants and 
handling the livestock from horseback in their roles as 



Andre Jumper is ready to ride in the Junior 
Steer competition at EIRA. 


pickup men. 

The bareback riders put on an excellent 
show, beginning with veteran Shawn Best Sr. There 
were a few tense moments when Adam Turtle got 
hung up in his rigging, but everything worked out 
okay. Freddie Warbonnet came away in first place and 
despite the fact that his chaps were nearly tom off 
during the activities, he danced his way back up the 
arena. 

Saddle Bronc Rider Shawn Best Sr. is not 
only a very experienced rider but a master of show- 
manship. Completing an excellent ride, he skillfully 
aided the pickup man with his dismount and then 
bowed to the appreciative spectators following his 
first place win. 

It was a very hard evening for the steer 
wrestlers and calf ropers. The stock was wily and 
managed to elude the contestants in several instances. 
The ropes circled the cows’ top knots for a moment 
and then slipped away on more than one occasion. 
Ears were snagged and one animal managed to jump 
completely through the lariat to safety. 

While this causes stress for the performers, it 
heightens the excitement of the crowd as they 
become involved in the outcome of this very highly 
skilled sport. 

There was no shortage of entries in the 
women’s breakaway. There were numerous doubles, a 
few singles, two top knots that slipped off and one 
rider completed a mid section catch for a pantyhose. 
The first three places went to Clarissa Bowers, Billie 
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Clarissa Bowers got quite a workout when 
Breanna made her debut at the EIRA Swamp 
Cabbage Rodeo. 


Tiger and Boogie Jumper. 

Eleven men entered the senior breakaway, 
which is most often referred to as the legends. These 
roping greats are a pleasure to watch as they continue 
competing in their favorite sport. With many years of 
competition under their belts, they put on a fantastic 
exhibition. The top three legends in their own time 
were: 1. Willie Johns, 2. Rudy Osceola, 3. Paul 
Bowers. 

Team roping headers and heelers entered 
the boxes with high expectations. While many of 
these duos have worked together for years and can 
anticipate their partner’s moves, some had teamed up 
for the first time. Roping Legends Billie Joe Johns 
and Rudy Osceola were holding the first position 
until they were beat out by Josh and Naha Jumper 
after the running of the Slack. 

Despite dropping into second place, these 
roping icons can be very proud of a terrific career. 
Another Legend, Header Moses Jumper, took third 
place with his son Happy Jumper. Somehow you 
don’t mind losing to men of this caliber and the 
younger contestants take their hats off to their elders. 

It was a hot time in the arena for the 
women’s barrels. The horses were eager as were 
their riders with several scores in the 1 6 to 20 sec- 
ond run categories. Winners were: 1. Boogie 
Jumper. 2. Mackenzie Johns, 3. Shelby Osceola, 4. 
Perrie Whidden, 5. Marilee Johns. 

The spectacular evening ended with the rid- 
ing of the bulls. The stock was wild and wooly. Koty 
Brugh’s bull went into a spin while still in the chutes 
and he was very fortunate to avoid injury. Another 
one of the monsters reared up and tried to exit while 
the rider was getting in position. 

Last year’s reining champion Greg Lewis 
managed to hang onto his title for another round. 
Coming in for a close second was Shawn Best III, fol- 
lowed by his father Shawn Best Sr. 

The Professional Cowboy Association enter- 
tained the Swamp Cabbage Festival attendees both 
Feb. 25-26. The Seminole Tribe was a proud sponsor 
of this presentation. 

The people of Hendry County wish to 
express their appreciation to Chairman Mitchell 
Cypress, Paul Bowers, Max B. Osceola Jr., Ralph 
Sanchez, Moses Osceola, Andrew Bowers and the 
Immokalee Casino. 


EIRA Rodeo Queens Introduce Themselves 



My name is Heather Peterson. I am a soph- 
omore attending Okeechobee High School, currently 
taking honors and Pre-AP classes with a 3.6 GPA. I 
participate in Latin Club, and play junior varsity soft- 
ball for my school. 

I am a member of the 4-H Swine Club and 
active in rodeo barrel racing. My parents, Robert and 
Loretta Peterson, encourage me through every obsta- 
cle in my life. 


My name is LeAnna Rae Billie. I was 
bom to Christine Jimmie on Jan. 6, 1987, and 
adopted by Holly and Johnson Billie of the Big 
Cypress reservation. I am a member of the Big 
Town Clan and I have eight brother and sisters. 

I now live on the Brighton reservation 
where I am a senior at the First Indian Baptist 
Academy. After school I work at the Brighton 
Arena and on weekends I enjoy barrel racing and 
rodeo 


Raffle at Annual Candy Osceola 
Memorial Pool Tournament 

Buy raffle tickets in advance for the drawing & prizes at the Candy Osceola 
Memorial Pool Tournament in May. You do not have to be present to win. 

Raffle Tickets cost $10 each 
Grand Prizes 
1) A Traditional outfit 
2) A Chickee 

3) A 50 inch flat screen TV 
4) $2,500 cash prize 

Call Juanita Osceola at (863) 801-3533 for info where the tickets can be purchased 
and to make sure no changes are being made. 
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2. Billy Ba^lcqs L ^;ii1 Ihs Seninnlfts i'i 
the 3rd Senihie War - Daft. Crwoato i 
C^rp™i 

3h R?m?mhertheClansl -AlIBClaiiy: 
Orttf fesr Sre^e^arrrtier.SgTown, 
Hind. neef : irifiepdjnri m k\$fr 

ksu LaUss 

4. Jbsie Billie Drift- fJ the Hlmiftsl 
Mod lI k; Mm l:I Uic SuiniiKjk; Tribe; - 
Dark Charai Wg £ Haziefotf 
5-. Ingram Billie - Bnrircr if Jwsto-, iim a 
Pi j ,v3lij Medicine Man - Vs rife £ 

G. Laura Mae O&caola - rstrjrrera in 
getting Federal Recognncn of ttie 
^jirirtfcTrik- Cfi.k QtonifefcS 
Bwian* 

T. Joe Dan Qaceela Yoimr.e^ eiFriesI 
Preoidem S Fire! £j-bassa±ir - ASnrond i 
i-VHif; 

8. Frad Smith - LurgovLsunrig Trfeil 
Preadenr - Oafr Cboool&a & Wm 
%. Jim Shore -LungLiiK; Gmcrdl Iwpi 
Co u n sa I of 1 he Bern bale Tri - Daft 
CJiflcuisfe A Rar^Harv 

10. Batty Maa Jumper - First 
Charwoman ontha Senmdea - Aflpia £ 

CiTi'l'.kii'.n CTTi' 

11. James Billie - Lcrgas: Serving 
Fled]ftl OWmgn ql Ihfc Tribe Wmla /. 
CawraJ 


Cappuccino * Lattes * Espresso 



Serving Fresh 

Breakfast Items 


Salads & Sandwiches 

Open 5 Days 
Hon-Fri: 8 a.m. -3p.nl- 

Located at the Beminola friba 
Hfiadquarl£fii in the 2nd FlaoMaunge! 

Ovotm L GpsnXsd by 
Aftrutas rf i 1 it- Snwmfc Mm; 
Gan? Tbrape Draob 
LiTidu D. OfcsuxjJa 

I iaI IjiiA-Vje Jl$Mty4kUI fliviVi^Ve... 
Cffibe EdiMips, rktfsla. ftastbiaTts 

nr 

mmiaoQ Kites 


12. Priscilla Bayeri -Long lime 

Roy^oclodTiihaJ Sutrdxiry - hafr Cteiirr 

i .h'jre^'nLT 

13. Howard Tiger Fl^l Hilary pemn 
Electee = Tee NdanL Organized sparte 
pmemns for the Seninals Ycuti - Dsrfr 
Qtacnfafc 

14. Mitchell i David Cypreaa - Brothers 
3«1 I ftTlsr?: hxn'i'i trie Big ■: lyprras 
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RqMcaciiliiiwj - Bawd - Dunft GbauuJfeik; 

£ CoooAJf 

If?. Moses Oscwla - PfcaJarlirf die 
Samhaia Tribe - fosr? Oe™ £ Daft 

17. Rogsr Bmhh - Bqjhton 
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£ tfmto 

Ifi. Paul Bo^ra - Be Cypress 
Repr^senlnti^ Retard 
HffiBfrmf 

13. JOlmrYy JbnCA Hrinl "i“i1 
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£Asi» 

2 D. Howard Tommie -2 TcmiBoclod 
Chairman, Iriroduced Saminda Bnqp- 
Dfttk f 3 ii%T>Wfc ^ rtjr^y 

21 . Mika Tiger - Fenner Director of Irdsru 
Health &ra & currant Tresaurar - Hatf and 
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Dr. Brian C. Rush 

Chiropractic Physician 
Successfully Treating 

• Neck Pain 

• Lower Back Pain 

• Headaches 

* Leg & Arm Pain 
1 Joint Pain 

• Muscle Pain 
• Auto Accident Pain 

Wife accept your insurance plan. PPO's, 
HKi. Medicare, Aulo insurance. 



FREE SPINAL EXj\]u 

* St CONSULTATION 1 


TO .ALL TRIBAL CITIZENS 


AND EtIFLOYEF.S 


Value) 


Dr. Rush Can Help You! 

Dr. Brian C. Rush 
Chiropractic Physician 
10830 Fines Blvd* * Pembroke Pines 
{954) 432-5006 

iLutdkd jui^L lu Billy Oyiri ul Uui Etilidirid fru^x pliL-u.l 1 
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HAVE YOU BEEN INJURED? 

Automobile Accidents 
Medical Negligence 
Nursing Home Abuse/ 

Neglect 
Slip & Falls 

Anthony "Tony" Scalese 
T r b bI Member Pueblo of Islela 


As a Native American, i respect your 
special needs and concerns. If you or 
a family member have been injured, 
please~call for a free, confidential 
consultation. No fee unless money 
recovered. We will work to protect 
your legal rights. 

30 years of trial experience 

The Law Offices of 
Collier & Scalesc 
(954) 436-6200 

499 N,W. 70 Avc. Sufic 106 , PlarUaLion. Florida 33317 



News From Indian Country 


Diabetes Books Donated to Indian Children 




Submitted by Dave 
Baldridge, Director, 

National Indian Project 
Center 

ALBU- 
QUERQUE, NM — New 

Mexico First Lady 
Barbara Richardson joined 
key Indian health care 
leaders on Feb. 23 in 
Albuquerque to announce 
the no-cost provision of 
200,000 “Eagle Books” 
for American 

Indian/ Alaska Native chil- 
dren throughout the U.S. 

The announcement was 
made at a 10 a.m. press 
conference at 
Albuquerque’s Indian 
Pueblo Cultural Center. 

Richardson will 
be joined by Chairman of 
the Tribal Leaders 
Diabetes Committee 
Buford Rolin, Lorraine 
Valdez, deputy director of 
the Indian Health Service 

Division of Diabetes Treatment and Prevention and other 
Indian leaders, including the book’s author, Georgia Perez. 

At the event, the first lady read one of the books to a visiting 
class of fourth and fifth grade students from Isleta Pueblo’s 
elementary school. 

Through a unique partnership between the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the Indian Health 
Service (IHS) and first Books, 200,000 Eagle books will be 
distributed free of charge to Indian school students through- 
out the U.S. first Books is a national non-profit organization 


Rachel Ciccarone 

4th and 5th grade children from Isleta Pueblo Elementary School listening to 
the First Lady of New Mexico, Mrs. Barbara Richardson, reading “Knees 
Lifted High” to them. 


Rachel Ciccarone 

Moderator of the press conference, Mr. 
Buford Rolin, Chair of the Tribal Leaders 
Diabetes Committee. 


Rachel Ciccarone 

Vikki Shirley, First Lady of Navajo Nation, and Barbara 
Richardson, First Lady of New Mexico reading to the 
Isleta Pueblo children. 


whose mission is to provide new books to dis- 
advantaged children. 

The illustrated four-book series fea- 
tures a wise eagle character and his woodland 
friends. In the story, they befriend and teach a 
young Indian boy, named Rain That Dances, 
about the benefits of exercise, diet and respect 
for the ways Indian elders lived. The series is 
illustrated by Patrick Rolo, Bad River 
Chippewa, and Lisa A. Lifield, Oneida from 
Minnesota. 


Group Uses Free, Innovative Program to Support 
Cultural Awareness, Scholarship, Elder Housing 


Submitted by Corina Roberts, Founder, Redbird 

MOORPARK, CA — To help raise funds 
for its Children Of Many Colors Intertribal Powwow 
in June 2006, as well as other programs, the non prof- 
it group Redbird is seeking support from the public. 
However, this “support” came with an unusual 
twist-it doesn’t cost anything. 

By registering store loy- 
alty cards, as well as ATM and 
credit cards, with a program 
called eScrip, people of all 
nationalities and from all regions 
can help support Redbird’s pro- 
grams, without spending any money. 

The eScrip program forwards donations, 
made by the merchants and not the cus- 
tomers, to Redbird and a growing list of 
other children’s charities. 

When a supporter swipes their 
store loyalty card, a donation is auto- 
matically made to the charities of their 
choice, based on the amount of their 
purchase. The merchants, not the pur- 
chaser, make the donation. It is automatically, 
electronically tracked by eScrip, and once a month, 
donations are received by the organizations that are 
registered with the program. 

“It’s a win-win situation,” said Corina 
Roberts, founder of Redbird, a Native American and 
environmental group founded in Simi Valley, 
California in 1994. “Ordinary people can support 
charitable organizations by the simple act of shopping 
for the things they need, and do so without spending 
any additional money.” 

The Children Of Many Colors Powwow is a 



cultural event taking place at Moorpark College on 
June 16-18, in Moorpark, Calif. The purpose of the 
gathering is three-fold. 

The urban powwow is a vital link for native 
people to keep their traditions and identity as 
American Indians strong. Redbird’s goal in hosting 
the gathering is to promote awareness and under- 
standing of indigenous cultures to all people, regard- 
less of their race or ethnicity. And finally, it is a 
fundraiser for two important missions; a scholarship 
fund and an elder housing project. 

“Many people would donate more to charity 
if they could afford to, and that is particularly true in 
the Indian community,” said Roberts. “As a non-profit 
organization, we rely entirely upon donations for our 
operating budget, and many people 
J* have already given all they can to 
hurricane, tsunami and earthquake 
t relief efforts. The eScrip program offers a 
safe and secure way for people to make a 
positive contribution without taking 
money out of their pockets, and 
without doing anything except 
shopping for the things they 
would normally buy any- 
way.” 

iw Redbird hopes to 

gather 5,000 eScrip support- 
ers to make their goals of a 
scholarship fund and Native American elder housing 
project a reality. To register with eScrip, go to 
www.escrip.com. To learn more about Redbird and 
the Children Of Many Colors Powwow, log on to 
www.RedbirdsVision.org. 




Jimmy Wayne Holdiness 

Seminole Indian Chickee Builder 


(239) 340-6453 or (239) 248-7196 


The hiring :■[ a lawyer Is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. 
Before you decide, ask us to send you fnec written Information about our qualifications and exoer cice. 
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WE’RE GIVING AWAY MONE 


SIMPLY STOP BY THE PLAYER’S 
CLUB AND PICK UP YOUR ENTRY 
FORM TO WIN YOUR SHARE. 

DRAWING TIMES: 

1PM, 3PM, 5PM AND 7PM 



HOLLYWOOD, FL 

1 Seminole Way i Holly wood, FL33314 
www sen i noi eharstnoc kha ! Eywood . oo m 

PncwnotjOftO I® chW&S or C&neei ArtJiDul ll you O' someone yOU lux>i* hflS 0 gflrtlblmg pFObferrf. CGJI t BS0 AUMH-IT 
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Seattle Hosts Maori Cultural Exhibit 

By Iretta Tiger 

SEATTLE, WA — Maori cul- 
ture is one of the most intriguing cul- 
tures there is. The Maori are the native 
people of New Zealand. Their culture 
was featured in the internationally 
acclaimed film “Whale Rider.” 

The Burke Museum in Seattle, 

Wash, is hosting “Toi Maori: The 
Eternal Thread.” The exhibit features 
contemporary and traditional Maori 
weaving. From beautiful cloaks to purs- 
es to contemporary pieces Toi Maori 
offers a view at this almost lost art. 

For the Feb. 4 opening of Toi 
Maori the Burke Museum hosted five 
days of demonstrations in Maori weav- 
ing, carving and ta moko. Ta moko is 
the traditional Maori tattoo. 

The highlight of the demon- 
strations was a one time performance of 
Maori haka (chant). This performance 
drew in so many people it went beyond 
standing room only. 

In a special opening ceremony 
for museum patrons the Suquamish, 

Muckleshoot and Tulalip tribes and 
local Polynesians performed traditional 
songs and ceremony to welcome the 
Maori. 

The Maori are hoping to learn 
about Native American culture and were 
encouraged by the interest shown by 
natives throughout their tour. 

“That’s one of our goals, to 
network with Native Americans,” said 
Wayne Ngata. 

Ngata is a Maori ta moko 



Iretta Tiger 


Maori artist demonstrates weaving techniques. 



guage. 

“You have to start 
at the base which separates 
you from the others,” said 
Ngata. “Your language is 
the best way to express 
your culture. You lose that 
and you lose everything.” 
The Burke 

Museum is the third of 
four stop in Toi Maori’s 
^ ^ ^ west coast tour and will be 

Artist Derek Lardelli puts a traditional tattoo, called moko, on Wayne Ngata. unt ^ 

2006. For more informa- 
tion surf to www. Washing- 
ton, edu/burkemuseum/. 

artist but refers to himself as a human canvas. His Toi Maori’s final exhibition will be at The 

role during the demonstrations was to endure hours of Museum of Warm Springs in Warm Springs, Ore. 
ta moko for artist Derek Lardelli. from June 4-Sept. 5. 


While talking to 
Ngata about ta moko we 
start to talk about our cul- 
tures and how similar the 
cultural issues are. 

The Maori were 
also on the verge of losing 
their culture and are in a 
stage of revival. Like 
many Native American 
Tribes they realized that 
the most important part of 
their culture was their lan- 




Wild life presentations for 
scheduled groups of 10 or more 


MOVING 

Cooking, woodwork, basket 
weaving and dollmaking are 
demonstrated. 


Experience up close Florida 
Panthers, Macaws, Alligators, 
Fox, Racoons and River Otters 


Seminole Arts 6L Crafts: 
lewelry, clothing, woodwork 
and Seminole baskets & dolls 


located at the Seminole Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino inside the 
Seminole Paradise 


5716 Seminole Way 
Hollywood, FL 33314 



Any Home theater, plasma, or standard flat 

^■W^^■^fWlWAW/vW^WAWAW^AWAW^Vt^V^■W^W^AWJWVlWAWAWvW^W^AV^WAWAWvWv , 

screen. 

WMWAWvWvV 


WE DO IT ALL! 


We specialize in designing, customizing and providing top of the tine 
technoiagy in Audio & Video electronics including a division dedicated to 
Security and Surveillance equipment for your home and business. 

361? North State Road 7/ Hollywood, FL 33021 
( 954 ) 893-9106 / Fax: (954) 893-9107 


Technologies 

Installing the Future 


WE PROVIDE IN HOME SURVEYS 

WE COME TO YOU: BIG CYPRESS, HOLLYWOOD, BRIGHTON, IMMOKALEEAND FT. PIERCE 
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For the Best 
Deal in Town 
Call 

Hector Isabel 


NEW FORD MUSTANG, FREESTYLE, & FORD FIVE HUNDRED 


Excursion 


Mustang 


Ford Five Hundred 


It Explorer Sport Trac 


Expedition 


MORE THAN 200 USED CARS IN INVENTORY INCLUDING THE HARD-TO-FIND F 350’S! 


Free 27 Pt. Inspection with any service! A $39.95 Value! 

(ask for details) 

• Friendly & Professional service 4 Weekday & Saturday hours 

• Factory Certified ASE Trained Technicians * Ford Quality Parts 
*12 month Warranty on all Parts & Labor 4 Courtesy Shuttle Hours 

* Convenient Location 
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8655 Pines Blvd. • Pembroke Pines, Florida 33024 



( 954 ) 443-7000 


Buy Online At: www. worldfordpines.com! 
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Sales Hours: Mon. -Sat. 9am-9pm, Sun. 11am-7pm * Service Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7am-7pm, Sat. 7am-4pm 
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Announcements ♦ Ahaaheeke ♦ Nak-ohkerkecetv 


Happy Birthday 



Happy birthday to Tatiana Torres who 

turned three years old on Feb. 3. A family birthday 
party was held at the Brighton Swimming Pool on 
Saturday, Feb. 4. 

Tatiana’s mom is Sherrie Jones and her dad is 
Etanis Torres. Tatiana’s grandparents are Johnny and 
Oneiva Jones of Brighton. 


Happy 11th birthday to Jesse E. 
Mitchell. He is seen here at Hollywood 
Seminole Hard Rock with (L-R) former 
Philadelphia Eagle Wide receiver Terrell 
Owens, former Dallas Cowboys Wide receiv- 
er/founder PCA, Michael Irvin, Hall of 
Famer Jim Brown, Andre Rison former 
Green Bay & Atlanta Wide receiver, 
DeAngelo Hall rookie cornerback for Atlanta 
Falcons and Darrell Green future Hall of 
Fame cornerback for the Washington 
Redskins. 


Special thanks to Mr. Irvin for get- 
ting guys together for a fabulous photo for 
the birthday boy. 

Hope you enjoyed such an exciting 
evening meeting the NFL players and had a 
fun birthday party. 

Love you, 

Mom (Virginia Mitchell), Dad, 
Victor, Shelli, Jewel, Valerie, Collin, 
Vinson and family, Grandpa, Tammie and 
Ray, Vickie and Bill, Jackie, Jeff, Gary, 
Zach, Granny, Gladys, Becky and Daniel. 



Male Boxer Puddv Fo? Sale 

Registered AKC, current vapcina- 

'Jxa 


tions, Veterinarian examiil^iion, 
Health Certificate. He is a very" health 
pup. Brindled in coldi^ready for a lov- 
ing family. Asking $1,000. 

•A 

Call $64) 893-9106 



Any Jail 
Any Time 

8c if Bonds 
Fianzas 



24 Hours 
Emergency 
Service 

iHablamosI 


Gif Velasquez 


Tel: 954-463-2227 - Fox: 954-463-2228 

521 S. Andrews Ave. (Suite, #6) Ft. Lauderdule, FL 33301 



Robert F. Cooper, MD 

South Florida’s own 
PAIN MANAGEMENT 
& DETOX CENTER 

Lei us help you help yourself. 

954-726-4448 



Wtf? /itijjid? ntoued, ifitt tidJress is 

1128 Tnj W 31st Ave 

1‘ort Lauderdale,. I'L 33311 


ESSENTIAL APOTHECARY 



VISIT OUR BOOTH AT THE: 
Miccosukee Tribe Arts Festival 
Dec. 26tb, 2005 ■ Jan. 1st, 2006 



'HERB OF THE MONTH* 







1 - 800 - 551-5009 


ESSENTIAL OILS * AROMATHERAPY 4 HERBS - EDUCATION 
ORGANIC TEA - MASSAGE OIL - SALVES - C LAV - SOAP 
CANDLES - PERSONAL CARE PRODUCTS - HOME & OFFICE 
CLEANERS ■ GIFTS - BOOKS - CONSULTATIONS 
EN VI RON M E NTAL M ISTl NG 


Lavender Class 

Learn how to use Lavender for 
Aromatherapy - Lavender as Food 
Home & Personal care products 


ORGANIC TEA HOUSE 

Some Tea and a Healthy Snack Any Time 

rganic Cooking Classes *** 

Learn to Make your own Soap, just $5.00 

Please Call to make Reservations for any of the Classes 


■k * 


Mention 

complimentary sample or 
California White Sage. 


Certified Organic* 
Chamomile 
is revered 
for it’s Calming 
Properties. 



1 2226 SW 8th Street 
Miami, FL 33184 
Ph: 305.551. 5009 
Fax: 305.551.5690 
www.essentialapotheury.com 


Give the Gift of Healthy living 
to the ones you love. 

We offer a huge array of 
All Natural Products. 
‘GIFT BASKETS AVAILABLE* 






The Seminole Tribune 


30 


March 17, 2006 


Casino Esh-te-may-bee Cheke Setenpokvcuko 



Kid Rock Lives Up to His 
Name at Hard Rock Live 

Performer Plays to Sold Out Audience 


By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD — 

Robert James Ritchie, better known 
as Kid Rock, was more than an 
hour late to his Feb. 16 show. 
However, his fans just didn’t seem 
to care. This was more than just 
another music concert to them, but 
a pop cultural event for those in 
attendance to share this rock-rap- 
per’s delight. 

Some celebrities also 
came out to enjoy the show, includ- 
ing wrestling legend Hulk Hogan, 
accompanied by his wife Linda and 
daughter/aspiring singer Brooke. 
The Hogan trio walked in seam- 
lessly escorted by CEO of 
Seminole Gaming James F. Allen. 
Hoots, hollers and wild applause 
followed them to their seats in the 
front rows of the VIP section as 
Hogan smiled and hammed it up 
for the adoring crowds. 

The pounding beat from 
Kid Rock’s energetic musicians, 
the Twisted Brown Trucker Band, 
made the stage come alive with 
anticipation. The sellout multitudes 
were fired up when Rock finally 
jumped out onstage to dramatic 
lighting effects and heavy fog. 

Kid Rock showed up 
wearing a floor length pimp coat 


with “Cowboy” lettered on the 
back from his hit song of the same 
name. The Kid then went into his 
song “Son of Detroit” as he took 
off his coat to reveal a Detroit 
Tigers baseball jersey. The jersey 
featured a large number 7 and Ivan 
“Pudge” Rodriguez’s name lettered 
on the back. 

Rodriguez was the best 
Florida Marlins catcher from the 
2003 World Series championship 
season. Rodriguez was traded soon 
after his great performance in the 
World Series, to the Kid’s home- 
town team, Detroit. He is obviously 
a big hit with his new ball club, 
Detroit locals, and Kid Rock him- 
self. 

The Kid Rock show fea- 
tured four exotic dancers on stage 
who jumped around on shiny strip- 
per poles to the heavy rap beat. 
What else would anyone expect 
from Kid Rock? Rock proved his 
musical credibility by playing 
every instrument on the stage dur- 
ing his set. 

Overall, the show enter- 
tained most of those that had come 
to see this southern-style rock-rap- 
per do his thing. 


Aerosmith Dreams On at the Seminole Hard Rock Live 


By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD — On March 2, the 
great classic rock band Aerosmith performed to 
a sold out show at the Seminole Hard Rock 
Live. 

They opened their 
concert with their heavy ver- 
sion of the Beatles “Helter 
Skelter” as lead singer Steven 
Tyler gyrated and took com- 
mand with his mic stand 
around every comer of the 
vast stage. Huge catwalks 
were erected and extended at 
least 1 00 feet into the crowd 
with stage flanking ramps 
that reached the middle sec- 
tions of the balcony seats for 
Tyler to mn up and get close 
and personal to his wild and 
frenzied fans. 

Aerosmith played 
some of their major hit tunes 
like loud soundtracks to the 
baby boomer generation and 
the next generation. 

Amazingly, their first record 
came out way back in 1972 
and after all these years this 
old rock band can still rock 
like it was only yesterday. 

Much like their British 
counterparts the Rolling 
Stones, they are timeless. The brilliant song 
“Dream on” is one of the top 100 classic rock 


songs of all time. 

Lead guitarist Joe Perry, guitarists 
Brad Whitford, bassist Tom Hamilton, and 
dmmmer Joey Kramer all made it look easy; as 


they have for almost four decades. The four- 
some played and roamed around the stage 
while colorful dancing strobes followed them 


m unison. 

Fellow vintage rockers Cheap Trick, 
opened the show to a lukewarm reception. 
However, everyone really wanted to see the 
main attraction, Aerosmith; 
and the fans were not denied. 

Chairman Mitchell 
Cypress and Hollywood 
Council Representative Max 
B. Osceola Jr. as well as other 
prominent Seminole citizens 
had excellent front section 
seats and enjoyed attending 
this rocking show with their 
families and friends. 

Aerosmith is now on 
the last leg of their four month 
long tour with Cheap Trick. 
Following the March 2 Hard 
Rock Live, the band will only 
play about a dozen more con- 
certs. The tour will end on 
April 9 in Vancouver, Canada. 
During this hiatus from tour- 
ing, Aerosmith plans on work- 
ing on a new album and then 
its back to touring the globe. 

In the 1992 movie 
“Wayne’s World”, Mike 
Meyers’ popular Saturday 
Night Live character Wayne 
exclaims, “We’re not wor- 
thy” when first meeting Aerosmith ’s band 
members. After this show those words had a 
ring of reason. 



Felix DoBosz 


Aerosmith’s lead singer Steven Tyler belts out a tune for their adoring fans. 


Legendary Band The Moody Blues Rocks the Live 


By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD — On Feb. 22 The Moody Blues played to a 
sold out show at the Seminole Hard Rock Live. 

The show consisted of their classic rock tunes that fans have 
been listening too since the band from Britain first had their 1967 huge 
hit “Nights in White Satin,” followed by other big hits in 1972 and 1979. 

They hit the stage with “Lovely to See You Again,” accompa- 
nied with a gigantic framed psychedelic light show dancing as a back- 
drop to their onstage presence. The adoring crowd responded with a 
standing ovation to the old-time rockers. 

Some of the other songs The Moody Blues played included: 
“Isn’t Life Strange,” “Tuesday Afternoon,” “Question,” “One more time 
to Live,” “Story in your Eyes” and “(I’m Just A Singer) In A Rock ‘N’ 
Roll Band,” just to name a few. 

They were five band members when they started The Moody 
Blues more than three decades ago, but now there’s only three members 
left with another three band member replacements filling in nicely. 
Founding members Justin Hayward, lead singer and guitarist, bassist 
John Lodge and drummer Graeme Edge rocked the audience. 

They all look older and grayer as expected, but the music lives 
and was served to the fans as a gourmet feast. The big hits brought back 
a flood of memories for those lucky fans that caught this legendary rock 
group’s memorable performance. 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress seemed to enjoy the show as well as 
other prominent Seminole citizens. The show seemed to make everyone 
remember the good old days and left the audience radiating warm and 
fuzzy feelings over this nostalgic trip of passion and the profound psy- 
chedelic spirit of the past. 



Felix DoBosz 


Veteran singer/guitarist Justin Hayward of The Moody Blues. 


Last Flight for These Feathers 



Submitted by Alina Vier, 

Bittner Goodman PR 

HOLLYWOOD 

— Village People 
“Indian” Felipe Rose left 
a feathered headdress, 
gold record and tour jack- 
et behind when he board- 
ed his return flight from 
Fort Lauderdale to New 
York. All items from his 
personal collection, they 
were donated to the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida 
and the Seminole Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino, 
where Rose performed 
with the Village People at 
an arts fundraiser. 

Rose, a New 

Yorker who claims partial 
Lakota-Sioux/Taino her- 
itage, said at the Hard 
Rock Cafe ceremony that 
the headdress was origi- 
nally purchased from the 
Cherokee Tribe in North 
Carolina, and that minor 
wear and tear was likely 
the result of frequent flights between Village People 
concerts. The items will ultimately go on display at 
the Seminole Hard Rock, which is hosting the Native 
American Music Awards (NAMMYS) again this 
June. 


Rose picked up his third NAMMY last year, 
as best songwriter on the CD “Red Hawk Woman,” a 
musical tribute to the late Native American activist 
Thomasina E. Jordan. 


Trail Liaison William Osceola (left) holds a gold record from the original 
1977 Village People album, while Felipe Rose (right), “The Indian,” of the 
popular musical group, displays a feathered headdress. Both items, plus a 
Village People tour jacket, were donated by Rose to the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida and the Hollywood Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino. These 
items will be on permanent displayed at the Hollywood Hard Rock. 



DR. RICHARD A NORMAN 
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CazsL * Caviar * Christian Dior 
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Burberry * Liz Claiborne 
Ralph Lauren * And Many More... 
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Same location for over ££ years 
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On the amsr or QrEffEn Hd. & Unlverety Dr. 
fen 'tlna Public Sopping Plaza 



FIRST BANK 

OF INDIANTOWN 

"Serving our communities since I960" 

Your Hometown Bank 
Serving the Seminole Tribe for 9 Years 


You get friendly, personal service, and a full 
range of loan and deposit products, 

including: 

Auto Loans - Home Loans 
Personal and Business Checking, 
Savings, and Certificates of Deposit 

AND - You can bank online, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

www.fboi.com 


Four Convenient Locations to Serve You 


Main. Office 

15588 S.W. Warfield Blvd. 
P.O, Box 365 

Indiantown, Florida 34956 
(772) 597-2181 

Okeechobee ti ranch 
205 Last North Park Street 
Okeechobee, Florida 34972 
(863) 357-6880 


EMm Lily. Branch 

2991 S.W. High Meadows Ave. 

P.O. Box 545 

Palm City, Florida 34991 

(772) 283-6803 

Lakcport Branch 
1 205 E. Stale Hoad 78, Bldg. A 
Lakcport, Florida 33471 
(863) 946-0120 




=r Equal Housing Lender 
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❖ Little Miss 

Continued from page 1 

her best effort forward in anything she does, which is 
obvious with her recent victory in the Little Miss 
Seminole Pageant. 

On the day I snapped some pictures of 
Crysten she was dressed in a Seminole skirt and 
attending the Friday Pull-Out program which she 
loves being a part of. She is very active, with ballet 
and tap being her favorite extracurricular activities at 
the moment, and she also participates in soccer and 
gives the boys a run for their money in baseball. One 
of Crysten’s favorite things in life is also being a sis- 
ter to her siblings. Crysten has two big brothers Jayce 


and JT, one younger brother Caillou, and one younger 
sister Jaime. 

If you are ever around Crysten and her fami- 
ly you will bare witness to the love she has for them 
and the bond that they obviously share. Crysten has 
been very busy since being crowned Little Miss 
Seminole traveling to the many festivals and fairs 
going on this time of year and dazzling them with her 
cute smile and bubbly personality. 

Crysten said her favorite thing about being 
Little Miss Seminole is all of the attention she is get- 
ting and riding in the parades. The Brighton commu- 
nity is very proud of Crysten and of all of her accom- 
plishments already at such a young age. Good luck 
Crysten as you begin your year as Little Miss 
Seminole. 


Pull-Out Enters Float in Field Day Parade 



By Emma Brown 

BRIGHTON — The Brighton Pull-Out staff 
spent many hours gathering materials and assembling 


this year’s float which was entered in the Brighton 
Field Day Parade held on Feb. 18. 

Pull-Out’s Council Representatives and other 
students dressed in traditional 
Seminole clothing and 
hopped aboard the float for 
the journey through the 
Brighton Rodeo Grounds 
facility. Students exhibited 
cultural teaching and wood 
carving demonstrations for 
the spectators as the float 
passed by. 

These demonstra- 
tions were to share with the 
parade watchers some of the 
traditional lessons that are 
being taught to the students 
on Feb. 17. The float placed 
fifth overall, but more impor- 
tantly it provided non- 
Seminoles with a look into 
the world of our Pull-Out stu- 
dents and how important their 
culture is to them. 

Once the parade 
ended the students headed to 
the center stage to open the 
day’s assembly with the recit- 
ing of the Pledge of 
Allegiance in the Creek lan- 
guage. Pull-Out students are 
very proud of their culture 
and of their Friday program 
and love to have the opportu- 
nity to share their pride with 
others. 


Emma Brown 


Pull-out student demonstrates beadwork. 



Emma Brown 


The Brighton Field Day Parade featured the Pull-out program float. 



Emma Brown 


The Pull-out students performed the Pledge of Allegiance in the Creek language. 


❖ Field Day 

Continued from page 1 

hoop dance which represents the circle of life with no 
beginning and no ending. 

“Everything in the Earth is made of circles,” 
Micco Sampson said. 

Sampson began with one hoop and kept 
adding hoops into formations that represent man’s 
journey through life. 

There was a variety of beautiful arts and 
crafts at the many col- 
orful booths at the 
rodeo grounds. Two 
Aztec leather crafters 
from Mexico, Jose 
Acevedo and Iki 
Balam, said it was 
their first time at 
Brighton and they 
hoped they will get 
invited to many more 
Seminole festivals. 

Very popular 
was the Native Village 
with its incredible dis- 
play of alligator, 
snakes and wildlife. 

Alligator wrestler Paul 
Simmons and snake 
handler David 
Weathers put on a ter- 
rific show. The chil- 
dren had the rare 
opportunity to pet a 
baby alligator. 

The cultural 
exhibits educate the 
public about Seminole 
traditions and cus- 
toms. Among other 
items such as minia- 
ture tomahawks and 
canoes, wood carver 
Vinson Osceola 


demonstrated his traditional hand carved sofkee dip- 
per. He said he sells many dippers to Tribal citizens. 
Osceola, who started carving as a child, won second 
place this year in woodcarving at the Seminole Tribal 
Fair in Hollywood. 

Serving delicious sofkee, pumpkin bread and 
fry bread on Saturday and Sunday at the cooking 
chickee were Jennifer Chadwick, Donna Turtle and 
Nancy Billie from Big Cypress. 

The Brighton Festival drew one of the largest 
crowds ever this year. The PRCA Rodeo was packed. 
Every year the Festival just gets better and better due 
to the hard work of all the Brighton staff. 



The Haskell University Dancers performed at the Brighton Field Day. 


Little Mister Seminole Makes FIB A Proud 


By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — Little Mr. Seminole 
2006 is a first grader at Brighton’s First Indian 
Baptist Academy (FIB A) where he has been a 
straight A honor roll student. What character- 
izes Eric Jaden Puente is his outgoing person- 
ality, said Darlene Holmes, the school’s direc- 
tor. 

“I think he shows great leadership 
potential,” Holmes said. “He’s a leader not a 
follower.” 

Eric’s parents said they believe he is 
a good choice to represent the Tribe because 
he has a lot of self confidence and not afraid 
to speak out in front of strangers. In 
November, he made his debut as a puppeteer 
in a school puppet show based on a story 
about the Good Samaritan. Eric was not shy 
being on stage. He loved it. 

His mother is Avalon (Jumper) 

Puente and his father is Eric Puente. Eric is a 
member of the Otter clan. On the day of the 
judging he wore a traditional dress made by 
his grandmother, Agnes Bert. 

When asked what it means to be cho- 
sen for this honor, the young boy said “It is 
going to be great fun!” 

Among the duties he is eager to per- 
form is being in parades. He said he will 
“wave at people, talk to them... throw candy.” 

Eric Jaden Puente was selected for 
this great honor on Feb. 10 at the Hollywood 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino’s Hard 
Rock Live, which hosted the 2006 Tribal Fair. 
He beat out many other 5-7 year old contest- 
ants to earn the title of 2006-2007 Little 
Mister Seminole. 



Stephen Galla 


Little Mr. Seminole Eric Jaden Puente 


NIAA Basketball 
Nationals 

Hollywood, Florida 
April 19-22, 2006 

Men and Women Divisions 
10 Man Roster 

Deadline to Enter: April 10, 2006 
Entry Fee: $350 

Money Order and Checks made out to 
Seminole Rec. 

CDIB’s will be required and verified 

For more information contact: 
Jason Billie 954-47 1-3791 
jbillie@hot mail, com 

Hosted by: The Seminole Tribe of Florida 
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Industrial Storage 
• Including * 


D u mptrucks » Swamp 


44 


Get your yard back!” 


Southeast corner of the Seminole 
Gaming Facility on 441 
Behind old Koon’s Ford 

3101 N. State Rd. 7 
Hollywood, FL 330X1 


Mike or Judy Tiger 
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By Gloria Wilson 

A s the chairperson for this year’s Tribal Fair 
and Pow Wow, I want to thank everyone who 
contributed to the event with their support and 
contribution of time and effort. 

A planning group of 22 took on the task of 
presenting this year’s event and did what I believe to 
be an awesome job. All of those who signed on for 
the task in July 2005 committed themselves to bring- 
ing to the Tribe and the general public an all around 
event reflective of the new venue-the Hard Rock 
Live. 

Our primary objective was to provide a line 
up of entertainment and a Pow Wow that would be 
worthy of the venue and efforts of those involved. We 
hoped to present a variety of native cultures that 
actively reflected the cultural exchange and celebra- 
tion of all those Tribes and villages to be represented. 

The annual Bill Osceola Memorial Rodeo 
was held the weekend before in Big Cypress. The 
rodeo was hosted by the Eastern Indian Rodeo 
Association. This was done as the Hard Rock Live 
venue does not meet Professional Rodeo Cowboy 
Association regulation for a full scale rodeo. From all 
reports I received, it was a success. 

This year’s Pow Wow attracted more than 
170 dancers and singers. We hosted 11 drums for the 
drum contest. Those folks who participated seemed 
satisfied with the event. We hope for greater partici- 
pation next year. 

As for the entertainment portion of the fair, 
we hosted native Ecuadorian school children who 
presented a program of their native song and dance. 
The group was sponsored by the Okalee Village and 
came from Quito, Ecuador to participate. They 
enjoyed the cultural experience and were very excit- 
ed about the prospect of returning next year. 

Some of the Native entertainment industry’s 
top groups were also presented. The Black Hawk 
Blues Band of Oklahoma City, Okla., The Red 
Rhythm Band, another Oklahoma Blues group, and 
Clan/destine, a native rock band from Phoenix, Ariz. 
Attendees enjoyed all the bands. 

The fair itself with its vendors, crafts/cloth- 
ing/food, was a situation with which we had to be cre- 
ative. The venue is limited on floor space and does 
not allow for food preparation so food vendors had to 
be set up outside. 

Once patrons were directed to the appropri- 
ate area for hot food, it all seemed to work. But, this 
is definitely one area that the fair committee will have 
to review and consider alternatives. 

Another aspect of the Fair that I would like 
to see improved is the representation of the Seminole 
Tribe in something more than the annual clothing and 
crafts contest. More elements of the Seminole Tribe 
need to be integrated and emphasized. That would 
require the participation of Tribal citizens in the plan- 
ning and development of next year’s fair. Hopefully, 
there is an interest to contribute by Tribal citizens. 

Overall, I think the Tribal Fair and Pow 
Wow were great successes. Successful in that the 
committee worked well together and the Hard Rock 
Live crew worked well with the group to present 
complete and full entertainment for the enjoyment of 
all who attended. 
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Well, this one is over and we must review 
and critique to see where we can improve or how to 
emphasize the successes. But, the task is never done 
so we will begin again soon to plan next year’s event. 

Thank you to President Moses Osceola, 
Chairman Mitchell Cypress, Brighton Council 
Representative Andrew Bowers Jr., Big Cypress 
Board Representative Paul Bowers, Brighton 
Representative Johnnie Jones and Trail Liaison 
William Osceola for your support and participation. 

Finally, a great big thank you goes to all the 
volunteers and staff who gave of their time and ener- 
gy to make this a success. I must also thank those 
supervisors and directors who allowed their staff to 
participate. The contribution of all is very much 
appreciated. 

With 57 volunteers and committee mem- 
bers, this is proof that it takes more than one person 
to make things happen. Again, everyone’s efforts and 
contributions are greatly appreciated. 

See you next year! 
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Women’s Golden Age 60 & Over 

1st Place Nita Track 

2nd Place . . . .Delores Goodeagle 

3rd Place Patricia Logan 

4th Place Sharon Roberts 

5th Place Claudia Spicer 

Sr. Women’s (40-59) S. Traditional 

1st Place Charlene Cozad 

2nd Place . . . .Delaine Alley- Snowball 

3rd Place Phyllis Tsatoka 

4th Place Jo Moncia Raphael 

5th Place Julia Whiteskunk 

Sr. Women’s (40-59) N. Traditional 

1st Place Carmen Clairmont 

2nd Place . . . .Iris Cleveland 

3rd Place Virginia Tsosie 

4th Place Anna Bowers 

5th Place Jayne Beatty 

Sr. Women’s (40-59) Jingle 

1st Place Alanna Tootoosis Baker 

2nd Place . . . .Melinda Whitecloud 

3rd Place Vickie Hindsley 

4th Place Darlene Do wing 

5th Place Katrina Big Mountain 

Sr. Women’s (40-59) Fancy 

1st Place Irene Oakes 

2nd Place . . . .Lillian Goodeagle 

3rd Place Barbara Whitehead 

4th Place Joyce Tatsey 


Men’s Golden Age 60 & Over 

1st Place Norman Largo 

2nd Place . . . .Vernon Harragarra 

3rd Place Gerald Cleveland 

4th Place Herman Logan 

5th Place Sidney Keahna 

Sr. Men’s (40-59) Traditional 

1st Place Greg Big Canoe 

2nd Place . . . .Eugene Mo watt 
3rd Place Sigfried Jumper 

Sr. Men’s (40-59) Straight 

1st Place Terry Tsotigh 

2nd Place . . . .Howard Todome 

3rd Place B. Big Mountain 

4th Place Greg Bailey 

Sr. Men’s (40-59) Grass 

1st Place Darrell Goodwill 

2nd Place . . . .Sidrick Baker 
3rd Place Dale Roberts 


Sr. Men’s (40-59) Fancy 

1st Place Jerry Cleveland, Jr. 

2nd Place . . . .Thomas Snowball 

3rd Place Daniel Tramper 

4th Place Allen Roy Pay-Kwin 


Adult Women’s (17-39) S. Traditional 

1st Place Toni Tsatoke 

2nd Place . . . .Da Lynn Alley 

3rd Place Yvonne Sadongei 

4th Place Buffy Simmons 

5th Place Dyanni Smith 

Adult Women’s (17-39) N. Traditional 

1st Place Alva Fiddler 

2nd Place . . . .Hollie Eagle Speaker 

3rd Place Tarissa Spoonhunter 

4th Place Jacinta Tsosie 

5th Place J’shen Tsosie 

Adult Women’s (17-39) Jingle 

1st Place Jennifer Youngbear 

2nd Place . . . .Dorothy Crowfeather 

3rd Place Jovelle Pacheco 

4th Place Grace Pushetonegua 

5th Place Winona Kingbird 

Adult Women’s (17-39) Fancy 

1 st Place Amber Cleveland 

2nd Place . . . .Tanksi Clairmont 

3rd Place Urseloria Kanuho 

4th Place Nahmi Lasley 

5th Place Rose Track 

Southern Drum Contest Category 

1st Place Cozad 

2nd Place . . . .Sizzortail 

3rd Place Buffalo Crossing 

4th Place Southern Eagle 


Adult Men’s (17-39) Traditional 

1st Place Ardell Scalplock 

2nd Place . . . .Merle Eagle Speaker 

3rd Place Chaske LaBlanc 

4th Place Nathan Largo 

5th Place Adrian Klein 

Adult Men’s (17-39) Straight 

1 st Place Wahkeen Hamilton 

2nd Place . . . .Sean Spicer 

3rd Place Otto Hamilton 

4th Place Arlen Goodfox 

5th Place Cecil Gray 

Adult Men’s (17-39) Grass 

1st Place A. J. Redman 

.James Day 
.Santee Spotted Tail 
.Julius Not Afraid 
.Darnell Baker 


2nd Place 
3rd Place 
4th Place 
5th Place 


Adult Men’s (17-39) Fancy 

1st Place Spike Draper 

2nd Place . . . .Wayne Silas Jr. 

3rd Place Rylan Baker 

4th Place Michael Roberts 

5th Place Bucky Johnson 

Northern Drum Contest Category 

1st Place Iron Boy 

2nd Place . . . .Ree-mix 

3rd Place Little Eagle 

4th Place A-Wo-Ha-Li Singer 

5th Place Medicine Tail 

6th Place Stoney Creek 
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Susan Etxebarria 


Troy Cantu from Big Cypress and his 
pet goat. 

Hi ghligh ts of the 
20th Annual 4-H 
Show & Sale 

By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — The 20th 
Annual 4-H Youth Livestock Show and 
Sale was held March 23-24 at the 
Brighton reservation’s 4-H Bams. 
Seventy- five 4-Hers presented their ani- 
mals. It marks the culmination of six to 
eight months of hard work in which each 
child faces many challenges. 4-H is an 
educational program in which children 
8-18 “leam-by-doing.” 

The big winners this year of the 
4-H awards are: Steer: Skyler Burke, 
Grand Champion, LeAnna Billie, 

Reserve Champion; Swine: Kiylier 
Baker, Grand Champion, Levi Billie, 
Reserve Champion; Junior 
Showmanship: Raven Osceola and 
Jaryaca Baker; Senior Showmanship: 

❖ See 4-H, page 7 



Janice Billie 


Cows and cowboys on the last stretch of the 10th Annual Junior Cypress Cattle Drive. 


10th Annual Junior Cypress Rodeo and Cattle Drive 


Jimmy Smith is Honorary Trail Boss 

By Judy Weeks 

BIG CYPRESS — March 25 turned out to be a 
perfect day for the 1 0th Annual Junior Cypress Rodeo and 
Cattle Drive. It was a crisp, cool morning that turned into a 
sunny, breezy day with temperatures remaining in the low 
70s. With this type of weather the 12 mile route was relative- 
ly easy on the cattle and horses and very pleasant for the rid- 
ers. 

By 7 a.m. participants for this year’s event began to 
arrive at the Billie Swamp Safari. They were greeted by 
Linda Tommie and Mindy Fish, who assisted them with reg- 
istration and signing of release forms. Everyone received 
their attractive red bandana which displayed the Council and 


Board logos for the Seminole Tribe of Florida, as well as the 
brands used by the Seminole cattlemen. 

Next the riders consumed a delicious breakfast from 
the generous buffet at Billie Swamp Safari. There was an air 
of anticipation in the room which was filled with more than 
150 prospective cowboys and cowgirls. The laughter and 
conversation were loud as the veterans of previous years 
instructed the newcomers on what to expect and entertained 
them with stories from the past. 

With full stomachs they headed for the point of 
beginning at the end of West Boundary Road where approxi- 
mately 100 head of cattle waited in the holding pens. At 10 
a.m. sharp Big Cypress Board Representative Paul Bowers 
mounted the refreshment wagon and welcomed the riders. 

❖ See DRIVE, page 14 


‘Seminole Family’ Bronze Sculpture Presentation 


By Chris Jenkins 

TALLAHASSEE, FL — In honoring the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida’s pride and tradition, the R. A. 
Gray Building Heritage Gallery featured a cast bronze 
sculpture dedication entitled “Seminole Family” on 
March 15. This is part of the third annual Florida 
Heritage Month 2006, which runs through April 15. 

Seminole Family depicted a family circa 1830. 

It is the second of four scheduled figural groups depict- 
ing the native peoples of Florida in their natural envi- 
ronment; last year’s family was entitled, “Movin On” 
depicting a Miccosukee family. It shows the family 
walking along a path, with a man holding a rifle, a 
young boy and a woman carrying a small child. 

The Seminole Family sculpture’s setting is the 
Seminole War Era, and the family is concerned and 
watchful of U.S. soldiers in pursuit. The soldiers remain 
a constant threat, and are weighing heavy on the fami- 
ly’s thoughts. 

Their clothing is made from trade materials. 

The jewelry (Creek silver) is made by French Canadians 
traded to the Creeks and Seminoles. The man and boy 
are wearing gorgets, which are crescent-shaped pieces 

❖ See BRONZE, page 6 



Chris Jenkins 

Miss Florida Seminole Christine McCall and Vice-Chairman of the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida Moses Osceola pose with one of the 
recent sculpture creations. 


RezDog Holds Calendar Shoot at Hard Rock 


By Chris Jenkins 

HOLLYWOOD — On March 9, The Hard Rock 
Hotel & Casino hosted some of the most talented and beautiful 
women of the Native American culture as part of the 2007 
RezDog American Indian Calendar shoot. The Seminole Tribe 
of Florida is this year’s featured Tribe. 


In a competition that began with 200 young ladies 
nationwide, 12 of the best came to South Florida with three 
goals in mind: place a stronger focus and emphasis on the 
beauty of Indian women, showcase this year’s calendar in an 
interesting setting and address the growing concern among 

❖ See REZDOG, page 20 



Felix DoBosz 


At the RezDog American Indian Calendar shoot beautiful Native American women lined up in front of the Seminole Hard 
Rock Casino & Hotel. 


Emergency Services 
Holds Graduation, 
Badge Ceremony 

Tribal Citizen Ayze Henry 
Receives Firefighter Badge 



Felix DoBosz 

New Seminole Firefighter Ayze Henry and her 
family celebrate her graduation from the fire- 
fighter academy. 


By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD — On March 10, the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida and The Seminole Tribe 
Department of Emergency Services graduated 
Class 06-01 and presented certificates and badges 
to the nine newest members. These brave men and 
women will serve and protect the Seminole Tribal 
citizens through these dedicated services. 

The Seminole Police Departments’ Color 
Guard presented the colors, followed by the tra- 
dional invocation read in Miccosukee by Mary 
Jene Koenes. Director of Emergency Services 
Armando Negrin then welcomed everyone to the 
graduating ceremonies. 

“We honor our first Tribal member that 
has joined our ranks here today, a young lady that 
I had the great pleasure of meeting about four 
years ago,” he said. “She walked into the fire sta- 
tion full of curiosity and she asked many ques- 
tions. Those questions were resolved, and that’s 
why she’s here today to receive her badge, to 
become a member of this family.” 

Negrin was speaking about Ayze Henry, 

❖ See AWARDS, page 5 


Tribal Board Holds 
Community Meeting 

By Iretta Tiger 

HOLLYWOOD — On March 3 
Hollywood Board Representative Gloria Wilson 
hosted a community meeting in the Hollywood 
gymnasium. 

At the start of the meeting Wilson’s staff 
gave each Tribal citizen present a folder. Inside the 
folders was a synopsis of Board projects. Models 
of phase one and the master plan for the proposed 
Brighton Bay Resort were also on display for 
everyone to inspect. 

The first announcement of the evening 
was the sad news that the Tribe no longer has a 
suite at the Bank Atlantic Center which was for- 
merly known as the Office Depot Center. 

Wilson further explained that even though 
the suite is gone, the Board has purchased tickets 
for future events but in limited amounts. Tickets 
will be distributed on a first come first serve basis 
to tribal citizens only. Tickets for several Hard 
Rock concerts are also available through Wilson’s 
office. 

The Bank Atlantic Center concert sched- 
ule is as follows: April 8: John Hancock 
Champions on Ice: April 13, Black Eyed Peas: 
April 22, Cirque du Soleil-Delirium: April 27, 
Kenny Chesney: April 27, Tim McGraw & Faith 
Hill: June 4. The Seminole Hard Rock concert 
schedule is: April 6: Heart, May 7: Alan Jackson. 

The Seminole Market Place at the Okalee 
Indian Village will resume for a weekend each 
month and are looking for vendors. The dates for 
the Marketplace are April 15-16, May 13-14 and 
June 10-11. For more information call (954) 797- 
5437. 

Wilson is sponsoring Dale Carnegie 
Courses for business training. Several different 
classes are available such as Leadership Training 
for Managers and Self-Motivation for Success. For 
more information contact O’Hara Tommie at (954) 
797-5466. 

On April 5 in the Tribal auditorium lobby 
will be a seminar on how design a website. This 
class is geared toward the small business owner. 
The class starts at 12 pm. For more information 
contact O’Hara Tommie. 

Looking for something to do with the 
children? Seminole Okalee Indian Village is spon- 
soring the South Florida Parenting and Hoffman’s 
Chocolate Eggstravaganza on April 8-9. The event 
will take place at the South Florida Fairgrounds 
Yesteryear in West Palm Beach. 

❖ See BOARD, page 6 
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Photo Quiz 



Can you guess who this person is? 



Tribal citizens may pick up a 
complimentary copy of the 
2006-January 2007 Seminole Tribal 
calendar at your reservation’s field 
office. 


This year’s calendar features 
the Big Cypress reservation’s Ah-Tah- 
Thi-Ki Museum and Billie Swamp 
Safari. 


All others may purchase cal- 
endars for $ 1 0 by ordering online at 
www.seminoletribe.com/marketplace 
or by calling Darline Buster at (954) 
966-6300, Ext 1266. 


Previous Photo Quiz 



Maggie Osceola 


Correction 


In the March 17 issue, page 1, 
Mitchell Cypress is a Veteran of the 
Vietnam-Era and not a Vietnam War 
Veteran. 
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Survey of the Seminole s of Florida 


By Roy Nash 

[Editor s Note: This is a verbatim re-print 
of a survey of the Seminole Indians by Roy 
Nash conducted on behalf of the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs in 1930. This is Part 2 of a 
series The Seminole Tribune will re-print 
in its entirety. Please see the April 28 issue 
of The Tribune for Part 3. ] 


Exert 5, Part 1: The Florida Seminole 
and his Environment 


SEMINOLE SURVEY OF 1930 

By Roy Nash 


CHAPTER I 

A TYPICAL CAMP OF 1930 


SECTION 5 THE SQUAW 


Sally Cypress is a woman of 38, a 
tall woman 5 feet 9 or 10. Although she 
has given birth nine times, she still carries 
herself erect; generously fleshed, she yet 
moves with vigor and alertness. Her cos- 
tume consists of a skirt, a chemise with 
sleeves, and a cape. Neither shoes nor 
stockings nor hats are worn. The skirt 
sweeps the ground. The chemise slips over 
the head and hangs down just enough to 
cover the breasts. The cape covers the 
elbows and meets the waist- 
band of the skirt. A costume 
dictated by a modesty verita- 
bly mid- Victorian. Its structure 
marks the Seminole as a 
human being altogether origi- 
nal and unique. In making a 
gown, or a shirt for her hus- 
band, The Seminole woman 
starts with cotton cloths of 
many colors, but for the most 
part solid colors, not patterns. 

These she tears into strips from 
a quarter of an inch to 3 inches 
wide. With her Singer sewing 
machine she concocts a mar- 
velous confection. The strips 
run horizontally; but within the 
strip may be diamonds, verti- 
cal elements, and rarely deco- 
rations in curves. I have before 
me a skirt in nowise unusual 
where 44 bands of color meet 
the eye between hem and 
waistband. 

It sounds horrible; 
actually it is magnificent, a 
thing of barbaric splendor. His 
costume is the reaction of a 
strong man against monotony. 

Driven by force of superior arms and num- 
bers to the dreariest of all North American 
environments, the Seminole has made him- 
self as colorful as the parrots in the 
Amazon jungle. 

“Life shall be colorful, even in the 
Big Cypress Swamp,” his soul has pro- 
claimed, and deft fingers have executed the 
mandate. 


pyramid extends from shoulder blades to 
chin. Twenty-five pounds and a few ounces 
one set was found to weigh. She takes 
most of them off at night, but she would no 
more appear in camp without them in the 
morning the she would without her skirt. 

Now a skirt that sweeps the 
ground and 25 pounds of decoration about 
the neck would seem but poor preparation 
for a hard day’s work. Yet I have seen this 
Sally Cypress leave camp at 9 in the morn- 
ing with an umbrella in one hand and 2 
feet of quarter-inch rope in the other and 
be gone until 9 at night, long after dark. 

On inquiring where she had been, I learned 
that she had been catching her young pigs, 
marking and castrating. For the Seminole 
woman is absolute mistress of her own 
property, and is frequently wealthier in the 
matter of hogs then her husband. 

Built on such stuff, it is not sur- 
prising to find that childbirth with this 
woman is no such ordeal of prolonged 
agony as with white woman. As the day 
approaches, she builds a palmetto shelter 
wherever she can find a dry bit of land a 
hundred yards or two from camp, drives a 
stake in the ground to grasp with her 
hands, and if none of her women folk are 
about to assist, she goes off alone and has 
her child. 


Typical Seminole camp. 


Perley Poore Sheehan, an Irish novelist 
who went into the Big Cypress with 
Brandon 12 years ago: 

And the Seminoles — say, they 
reminded me more then anything else of 
the peasants of the west coast of Ireland, 
gentle mystics, with a 
great sense of humor, 
believers in “the little peo- 
ple,” in ghosts and signs, 
hearers and voices, seers 
and visions. 


SECTION 7 ; BILLY 
FEWELL 


Whitney and Sally Cypress by a chickee 1943. 


SECTION 6: CHILDREN OF THE 
CYPRESS 


Charlie Cypress 


There is yet another element o the 
woman’s costume as remarkable as her 
gown. I refer not to the fact of beads about 
her neck but to the quantity of beads. 

String after string after string, until a solid 


Of the 9 children bom to Whitney 
and Sally Cypress, 5 live and 4 have paid 
the penalty of being born to primitive par- 
ents crouched on the edge of the Big 
Cypress Swamp. The living are Suc-la-ti- 
kee, a daughter of 16; See-ho-kee, her sis- 
ter, two years younger; Che-na-see, a girl 
of 9; a son and heir aged 1 1 ; and a lad of 7. 

The competence of the two older 
sisters is admirable. Whitney comes in 
from the hunt and throws down a great tur- 
tle. Suc-la-ti-kee turns off the phonograph, 
finds a knife, dresses the turtle, and has it 
roasting beside a slow fire within 1 0 min- 
utes; no hurrying, no false moves. I wanted 
a cape to go with a certain skirt that I was 
buying. She sat down to a hand sewing 
machine and with deft fingers in two hours 
time cut, sewed and finished a garment 
which in workmanship, in color combina- 
tions, in line was a delight. All the cooking 
was done by these girls with the same ease. 
Like all women by the stream in warm cli- 
mates, they make of washing clothes, a 
lark. And then they sit for hours on end 
and play the phonograph. They differ from 
white girls of the same age in that they 
prefer cigars to cigarettes, and in their abil- 
ity to hitch up an oxen and walk unaccom- 
panied by man, the 45 miles to Immokalee 
and back, camping by the way. 

All these children are as we 
would like our own to be in their good 
nature, their playfulness, in the respect 
they show their elders, in their essential 
modesty and good breeding. As we sat 
about the campfire in the evening and I lis- 
tened to their low voices or merry laugh, I 
saw the appropriateness of the remark of 


By far the most 
interesting member of 
Guava Camp remains to 
be mentioned, Billy 
Fewell, the father of Sally 
Cypress. Whether he is 83, 
as the census states, or 100 
as some of his many 
friends aver, makes little 
difference. He is old. Old 
enough to remember that 
May 4 in 1858 when the 
Grey Cloud, bearing Billy 
Bowlegs and 163 of his 
kinsmen, sailed out of Fort 
Myers bearing the last of 
the Seminole emigrants 
into exile west of the 
Mississippi. 

This grand old man was a famous 
character 50 years ago, when Clay 
MacCauley was here, for he had earned the 
name of “Key West Billy” by paddling a 
dugout canoe from Miami to Key West, 
remaining a fortnight there among the 
whites. 

I shall never forget the dignity, the 
courtesy with which he received me, a 
stranger, as a guest in his camp. I had no 
claim upon his hospitality, yet when 
Whitney hung up a carcass of venison the 
second day of my visit, Billy came over to 
my tent and bade me help myself. He 
speaks English fairly well and we had long 
talks together. 

Of a morning Billy was usually 
the first one up and about. He would cut a 
handful of brush, tie it together, and with 
this improvised broom sweep the whole 
area between the buildings and about the 
fire. He always ate at my table, and he 
seemed partial to my comfortable camp 
chairs, for the Seminole camp lacks this 
convenience. I used to pass cigars after 
meals; old Billy’s asthma was bothering 
him too much for him to smoke, but he 
always took one and hid it away in the 
thatch above his bed. 

That cough. One night it rained in 
torrents. Old Billy stretched a muslin sheet 
about his bed, but I knew the rain was 
driving through upon him. And all night 
long above the tattoo upon my tight silk 
tent I heard that cough. 

He was in this camp by right of 
tribal custom. He was the father of Sally 
Cypress. Yet I had the feeling that the bur- 
den of the years, a mouth to be fed after a 
man’s hunting days are done, takes from 
old age some of the kindness which from 


kin should be its due. 


Letters & E-mait 


Please send all letters to 6300 Stirling Road, Hollywood, FL 33024 
❖tribune@semtribe.com ❖ 


Dear Editor, 

Do you have bingo at the 
Immokalee Casino? 

Sincerely, 

Diane Cain 

Dear Ms. Cain , 

Unfortunately, we discontinued 
our bingo program last year. We do have 
more than 745 gaming machines and 18 
poker tables, so make sure you come out 
to see us! 

Good luck, 

Dean Stone 
Immokalee Casino 

Dear Editor, 

Are there any motels or hotels 
near the Immokalee Casino? 

Sincerely, 

James Hall 

Dear Mr. Hall, 

There are many hotels in nearby 
Fort Myers and Naples to choose from. If 
you would like to stay right in Immokalee 
not far from the casino, I suggest the 
Immokalee Inn. 

Good luck, 

Dean Stone 
Immokalee Casino 


Dear Editor, 

I always believed that the 
Seminoles were a Florida Indian Tribe. 

But, according to a teacher’s statement in a 
class about Florida writers, there’s no such 
thing as Seminole Indians. Florida’s 
Indians are in fact some other named Tribe. 
Please comment. 

Sincerely, 

Sue Wells 

Dear Ms. Wells, 

You are correct and in fact our 
official name is “Seminole Tribe of 
Florida .” You may ask your teacher to 
clarify their statement and/or to call me. 
My name is Tina Marie Osceola and she 
can reach me through my assistant, 

Sheryl Mausen at (863)902-1113. If I am 
not available, she may call Willard Steele, 
the Seminole Tribe of Florida’s Tribal 
historic preservation officer at the same 
number. 

Sincerely, 

Tina Osceola 
Executive Director 
Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 
Seminole Tribe of Florida 

Dear Editor, 

We are coming to your area in 
Dec. 2006 and would be interested in stay- 


ing at your park for a month. Could you 
please send us availability we will be two 
rigs? 

Thank you, 

Margaret Pidduck 

Dear Ms. Pidduck, 

Thank you for your e-mail. Yes 
we do have two sites for Dec. 2006. You 
can call me toll free at (800) 437-4102 for 
more information. 

Thank you, 

Barbara Salyer 
Big Cypress RV Park 

Dear Seminole Tribe, 

Greetings! I just wanted to send a 
quick note to thank you and the individuals 
that took the time and effort to put together 
the packages you sent. The contents of the 
packages were distributed within my pla- 
toon. They are a great bunch of soldiers 
that come from all over the state (as far as 
Miami) but are mostly from the Ocala area. 

Just FYI, I have one Native 
American Eric in my platoon. He is of the 
Sioux tribe. His family comes from the 
Dakotas. Again, thank you for your sup- 
port; it was deeply appreciated by the sol- 
diers. God Bless and take care. 

SFC Meisenheimer 
Platoon Sergeant 
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Residents Plant Community Garden 

Master Gardener Teaches Proper Growing 

By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — 

A large community gar- 
den has been created at 
the 4-H grounds at the 
Brighton reservation. 

Three large plots were 
cultivated and prepared 
for spring planting in 
early March. Already 
rows of seeds have been 
started in some of the 
plots. 

Any resident of 
Brighton is invited to 
participate in the commu- 
nity garden project. 

Anyone, along with their 
friends and family mem- 
bers, can participate and 
grow anything they 
please. Each person will 
be assigned a plot and 
everyone is invited to 
come see the gardens as 
they grow. 

Students from 
First Indian Baptist 
Academy are picking up 
the hoe, rakes and shov- 
els and learning from a 
qualified instructor. 

Master gardener Lee Roundtree is teaching how to 
grow the best possible vegetables. 

Roundtree was bom and raised in Moore 
Haven, Fla. Few people have a greener thumb than 
this gardener, a retired military man. His vegetable 
gardens have been well known throughout the region 
for their abundance and good quality. He has sold 
many homegrown vegetables over the years to neigh- 
bors and residents. 

He has had his own vegetable stands on US 
27 at different times when a location was available but 
mostly people drive right up to his house. He hopes 
the students will get the same sense of pride and 
accomplishment that he gets from growing a beautiful 
garden. It is always a great feeling to put food on the 
table that you raised yourself. 

“We will start the garden when the winter 
weather starts to break up, after the cold,” Roundtree 
told the students on March 9. “We will start planting 
by the moon. Plants that grow above the ground will 
be planted on the new moon; the plants that grow 
below the ground we will plant after the full moon.” 

He explained to the students that he enriches 
the soil with horse manure and 6-6-6 fertilizer. 

“Raking takes a lot of patience and a lot of 
time,” he said. 

Tribal Extension Agent Michael Bond helped 
get the garden project started with the support of 4-H 
Coordinator Polly Hayes Osceola. Bond spoke to the 


FIBA students about modern day agriculture and tradi- 
tional Tribal agriculture. He said in the garden they 
will also experiment in traditional Tribal agriculture in 
which corn, beans and squash will all grow in the 
same hole. 

“We want this to be a fun hands-on experi- 
ence for the kids,” said Bond. 

FIBA Pastor Wonder Johns also offered some 
words on the importance of a garden. 

“This will teach the kids where vegetables 
come from, not from the grocery stores,” Johns, who 
came along with the children to see the project, said. 
“They will leam how hard it is to grow crops and I 
believe it will encourage them to stay in school.” 

Johns said kids need to see for themselves 
what kind of hard work they might have to do some 
day to make a living if they do not further their educa- 
tion. 

Polly Hayes Osceola said that some of the 
students may want to be farmers one day and this is 
how they leam about the values of hard work and 
responsibility. Bond said it also teaches about the 
“cycles of life” and caring for the land and living 
plants. 

“They leam to nurture a living thing and see 
it grow,” she said. 

Anyone interested in getting involved can 
call Michael Bond or Polly Hayes Osceola at (863) 
763-5020 for information. 




Susan Etxebarria 


Tribal Extension Agent Michael Bond (left) gives instructions. 


Easter Events in Seminole Country 


Big Cypress 

Hot Meals 
April 13, 10 a.m. 

Egg Hunt, Door Prizes, Basket Contest and Bingo 

Easter Egg Hunt 
BC Preschool 
April 14 

Brighton 

Easter Egg Hunt 
Brighton Preschool 
Contact Cathie Huff for date 

Easter Bonnet Contest and Egg Hunt 
April 6, 10 a.m. 

Lunch served at 12 noon 


Immokalee 

Easter Party 
Immokalaee Preschool 
April 14 

Community Easter Celebration 
Softball Field 
April 15, 10 a.m. 

Horseshoe tournament, Water balloon toss, Foot 
race, Egg hunt, Relay, Lunch provided 

Hollywood 

Easter Egg Hunt 
Hollywood Preschool 
April 7, 9 a.m.-ll:30 a.m. 





OKALEE INDIAN VILLA6E 


(954) 797-5551 



Wild life presentations for 
scheduled groups of 10 or more 


Cooking, woodwork, basket 
weaving and dottmaking are 
demonstrated. 


Experience up close Florida 
Panthers, Macaws, Alligators, 
Fox, Racoons and River Otters 


Seminole Arts & Crafts: 
Jewelry, clothing, woodwork 
and Seminole baskets 8, dolls 


Located at the Seminole Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino inside the 
Seminole Paradise 


5716 Seminole Way 
Hollywood, FL 33314 
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Alice Snow Teaches Doll Making 






By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — Alice Snow 
hosted a Seminole doll making class at 
her Brighton home on March 13. 
Among the women present were 
Agnes Bert, Rosie Billie, Jenny Johns 
Garcia and Alice Sweat. 

The women were making pal- 
metto dolls to remember their tradi- 
tions, and just for the fun of it. Garcia 
recalled the days when it wasn’t just 
for fun. 

“When we were kids we sat 
cross legged around a tarp making 
dolls to sell, not for play,” said Garcia. 

For many hours they helped 
their mothers create these popular 
items to sell. It was a lot of work. It 
still is. Sweat also recalled having to 
work as a child not having the advan- 
tages children have today. 

“There were no movies, no 
once a week trip into town, no 
candy,” she said. 


Susan Etxebarria 

Alice Snow cuts the dried palmetto fiber she previously prepared. 


Snow seemed to know that it’s more fun to 
make dolls in groups just as it was done years ago. 
Almost all the women present had made palmetto 
dolls but it was long ago and they 
had forgotten some of the tech- 
niques. Snow has special savvy 
about doll making. 

It is a craft of originality; 
not all doll makers create the same 
design or use the same materials. 

Snow is an elder, a member of the 
Bird clan. She learned to make 
dolls from her mother, Emma 
Micco. 

The craft of doll making 
has been a popular activity since 
the early 1900s after it became 
extremely difficult for Seminoles 
to make a decent living. 

Traditional income-producing 
occupations such as trapping and 
hunting were outlawed and after 
the Florida swamps were drained 
to provide land for accelerating 
development wild game became 
scarce. 

Many Seminoles turned to 
tourism for an income. Today the 
enormous success of the Seminole 
Tribe in the tourism and hospitality 
industry is directly linked to these 
resourceful Tribal members who 
learned how to take advantage of 
a changing situation. In her own 
modest way Alice Snow’s mother 
was one of these early entrepreneurs who produced 
crafts for the tourist trade. 


Susan Etxebarria 

Little doll heads made out of palmetto fiber are assembled. 


tors of handcrafted Indian art who would buy the 

dolls. The importance of the dolls is their 
immense historical value. Each doll is made 
to accurately portray the clothing and hair- 
style worn by traditional Seminole men and 
women over the decades. Today the dolls 
continue to be one of the favorite items at 
pow-wow events, Tribal festivals and 
Tribally-owned gift shops. 

The price tag on a Seminole pal- 
metto doll may have gone up over the 
decades but the labor involved still out- 
weighs the earnings. To make a doll, 
depending on its size, can take up to 10 
hours of labor, or more. Today, making the 
dolls is a labor of love rather than one of 
necessity. 

A week before the doll making 
class, Sweat had asked some of the men on 
staff at the Community Care for the Elderly 
(CCE) to go out into the woods and cut 
down the trunk or the boot of a palmetto 
tree and bring it back to Snow’s house to 
dry out. The boot provides the material to 
make the doll’s head and torso. 

On Snow’s back porch piles of pal- 
metto fiber were spread out on the floor as 
the women gathered around. Snow used pal- 
metto fiber instead of cotton for the stuffing 
as some doll makers do; wrapped a piece of 
palmetto fiber around the stuffing to make 
the head, and then tied it off with the string 
also made from palmetto fiber leaving a lit- 
tle mantle of palmetto fiber where the body 
can be attached. 

In less than two hours the women 
made 36 doll heads which Snow threaded 
together on one long string of red thread. 
Snow explained how she will make many 
dolls in a type of assembly line process. 

First she makes the heads, then 
strings them all together on one single long 
red thread creating little red mouths on each 
face as she proceeds. The next step is to 
string the doll heads again with a long black 
thread to make the pupils of the eyes. Then 
she strings a white thread to make the 
whites of the eyes. 

Sometimes the same process is 
used to make eyebrows. After the faces 
have been finished, she cuts off the threads 
that connect the string of doll heads. 

Next, the heads are individually 
attached to the cone-shaped bodies that are also made 
from the palmetto fibers. Once the heads and bodies 


Susan Etxebarria 

Agnes Bert and Alice Sweat made 36 doll heads in less than 2 hours. 


There were many Florida tourists and collec- 


are made, the distinctive clothing is designed. The 
dress is made of cotton and broadcloth. Snow uses 
rick-rack, and glass beads for decoration. Hair is made 

from a black silk 
fringe. 

Unlike the 

past days the women 
are not in a hurry to 
finish the dolls. They 
can enjoy the experi- 
ence and will return 
another day for the 
next doll making class 
with Alice Snow who 
said she will continue 
to work with the ladies 
in completing the proj- 
ect of doll making in 
the coming weeks. 

She invites 
any Seminole woman 
who wishes to learn 
this traditional craft to 
join her in her doll 
making classes. If 
Tribal citizens wish to 
join her they can call 
Brighton CCE at (863) 
763-3561 to find out 
when the next class 
c . . will take place. 

Susan Etxebarria ^ 


Seminole Citizen Opens Home Decor Business 

Cowboys and Indians Trading Company Celebrates Grand Opening 


By Emma Brown 

BRIGHTON — 

Kay Braswell of the 
Brighton reservation is 
proud to announce the 
opening of her new store 
Cowboys and Indians 
Trading Company. Kay is 
the daughter of Stanlo and 
Jonnie Johns also of the 
Brighton reservation. 

Kay, and her part- 
ner Joys Surls of 
Okeechobee, Fla., have put 
many hours into creating a 
store with western flair that 
caters to those who enjoy a 
sophisticated country style. 
Kay’s new store features 
beautiful country style fur- 
niture, western home 
decor, western attire and 
belts, bling bling jewelry, 
saddle pads, and much 
more. 



Emma Brown 

Kay Braswell standing in front of one of her creations at the grand opening. 


The store is locat- 
ed in Okeechobee, Fla. on 
Hwy 441 north next to Glades Gas and celebrated its 
grand opening on Friday March 10. 

They are open Monday-Friday from 9:30 
a.m - 6 p.m. If you are ever in Okeechobee, stop by 


Cowboys and Indians Trading Company and show 
your support for a fellow Tribal citizen. 

Congratulations and Good luck to you Kay, 
may you have much success. 


AUTO ACCIDENT PAIN!!! 

Dr, Rush Can Help You 
Successfully Heat,.. 

* Neck Pain 

• Lower Back Pain 
1 Headaches 

* Leg & Arm Pain 
1 Joint Pain 

* Muscle Pain 


Wc accept your insurance plan, PFO's, 
KXS, Medicare,. Aulo insurance. 



FREE SPIRAL EXA1VI 

1 & CONSULTATION 1 


TO ALL TRIBAL CITIZENS 


AND EWLOYEES 




Let Dr. Rush Help You! 

Dr. Brian C. Rush 
Chiropractic Physician 
10830 Pines Blvd. * Pembroke Flues 
(954) 433-5006 
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J*F 0 tect_yourself fr om - 
making a mist ake^ ■ 

Practice tfieseF simple phrases! 

“No, you can’t search my car.” 

“No, you can’t search my home.” 
“No, I don’t want to talk with you.” 
“Call my lawyer! ” 

Call Guy Seligman 

954 - 760-7600 

24 hours a day 
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Jenny Garcia sews the palmetto fiber together assembling the neck. 
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Felix DoBosz 

Class 06-01 Firefighter graduates earn badge and certificate at swearing-in ceremonies at Tribal HQ. 


* Awards 

Continued from page 1 

Bird Clan, from Big Cypress reservation. In addition 
to Henry, the following is a list of the rest of the Class 
06-01 graduates: Benjamin Bauer, EMT, Daniel Conti, 
Firefighter/EMT, Christopher Diaz, Firefighter/EMT, 
Juan Carlos Gomez, Firefighter/EMT, Stephen 
Euongo, Firefighter/EMT, Michael Marazzani, 



_J 

Felix DoBosz 


Boca Raton’s Lt. Norm Engel pins badge to Bryan 
Stepanenko, fulfilling his lifelong dream. 


Firefighter/EMT, Bryan Stepanenko, Firefighter/EMT, 
Javier Valdes, Firefighter/Paramedic. 

“. . .We have many fine young men here who 
have chosen to perform the most satisfying and 
rewarding job that I know, and that’s being a 
Firefighter,” Negrin said. 

Negrin went on to thank the entire communi- 
ty and each indivual council member of the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida for their continued support and coop- 
eration. A five minute video showed the class doing 
various activities at the Fire Training Academy. It out- 


lined the hard work and dedication the group put in to 
their training. 

A heart- felt moment of the ceremony came 
with new Firefighter Bryan Stepanenko’s story. 
Stepanenko was diagnosed with leukemia in 1989 
when he was just three years-old. Boca Raton Fire- 
Rescue Firefighter Norm Engel, a volunteer at the 
time for the Make-a-Wish Foundation, arranged a VIP 
trip to Disney World for young Bryan and his family 
to enjoy. 

Amazingly for young Bryan the cancer went 
into remission, but Stepanenko never forgot his hero 
who inspired him and helped him fight the odds at 
such a critical time in his early life. He and Engel 
bonded through their Make- A- Wish experience, 
though throughout the years lost touch with each 
other. However, Stepanenko never forgot the firefight- 
er who befriended him and inspired him to become a 
firefighter. 

A second video played showing a photo mon- 
tage of Bryan Stepanenko growing up, while Mariah 
Carey’s song “Hero” played in the background. It 
traced Stepanenko past, from getting the horrible news 
of leukemia. However, the video also featured hopeful 
photos and headlines of Stepanenko with his hero 
going to Disney World with the Make-a-Wish 
Foundation and surviving cancer. 

Finally, the video depicted photos of 
Stepanenko growing up through the years and playing 
sports in school. He was seen finally fulfilling his 
lifelong dream of attending the fire academy. 

Ironically, that evening they met again after 
so many years. Boca Raton Fire-Rescue Fieutenant 
Norm Engel presented the Seminole firefighter’s 
badge to a 20 year old spirited young man who beat 
the odds. 

Stepanenko was also chosen as the class 
leader by his academy instructors. He said he was 
honored and privileged by this. Upon seeing his old 
friend Norm Engel, the two hugged and smiled as 
everyone in the auditorium applauded warmly and 
enjoyed this wonderfully emotional story. 


SPD Crime Prevention Tour Visits the Rez 
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Felix DoBosz 


SPD’s Crime Prevention Unit: (L-R) Sgt. A1 Signore, Capt. Gerald 
Meisenhimer, Of c. Susie La wson, and Ofc. Ulysses Boldin 


By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD 

— A large white 
Seminole Police 
Department (SPD) trailer 
was parked behind the 
Hollywood Headquarters 
Building stacked with 
public information mate- 
rials for the community. 

On March 15, SPD 
exhibited safety programs 
that will assist them in 
making useful and posi- 
tive decisions to protect 
Tribal citizens, their fam- 
ilies and their property. 

It’s estimated 
that 75-100 Tribal citi- 
zens stopped by to get 
information they can use, 
plus free small gifts were 
also handed out along 
with an assortment of 
pamphlets, home securi- 
ty with crime prevention 
info, and for the little 
ones, a Say No to 
Strangers coloring book. 

Sergeant A1 
Signore of the SPD 
Crime Prevention Unit said: “The crime prevention 
program started here with just myself, and now we 
have two officers, and another joining our unit begin- 
ning next month. We are here to teach people how not 


to become victims of crime. We have different pro- 
grams that explain this to you, some of the programs 
we have coming up for pre-school kids are the Child 
ID system, Puppet shows that teach and entertain, the 
robot car, that’s fairly new, and we have this new trail- 
er that will be visiting all the reservations. 

“We are working on a lot of things; it just 
takes time to develop all these new programs. 


Basically, if we could help one person today, I would 
say, please if you have any kind of problem or trouble 
with anybody in your neighborhood, please let us 
know, we will try and help you, please if you see any- 
thing that you think is a crime or is just not right or 
might be suspicious, please don’t hesitate to 
call your police department no matter what 
reservation your on, and we’ll send somebody 
there. 

“We are here in crime prevention to 
improve our relationship with the community, 
to work along with the community, we have a 
program now called Neighborhood Watch and 
we want the community to be protected and 
assist them with their crime prevention needs.” 

Officer Ulysses Boldin from the 
Crime Prevention Unit demonstrated SPD’s 
new “PC the Patrol Car” a three-foot-tall radio 
controlled replica of an SPD squad car. It was 
complete with red and blue lights on the top 
with a siren and a remote speaker system to 
interact with children of all ages. He used this 
device to attract more visitors to the SPD 
exhibit while people drove by slowly through 
the parking lot in their cars. 

Crime Prevention Unit Officer Susie 
Lawson said, “We are basically here today to 
talk to the community about all the programs 
concerning crime prevention. We want to focus 
on programs especially for the kids, such as 
stranger awareness and how not to become a 
victim of a burglary or assault. We want to 
show the community that we are out here for them, 
protecting and serving the Rez community.” 

Boldin added, “Basically, the tools we are 
using here today will hopefully foster a better relation- 
ship with the community. We will be going out to the 
Brighton Rez next month to bring them the safety 
awareness and show them how not to be a victim of 
crime.” 



Felix DoBosz 


Ofc. Ulysses Boldin shows remote car to Joel Frank Sr. 



& Entertainment 


Premium Seating For 
All Local & National Events 

Concerts • Sports - Theatre 


For Ail Events Call: 

^^(305) 444-TIXX (8499) (800) 881-8499 
^Wraitus at: www.preferredultimate.com 

Happy with our Entertainment Service? 
Try our Full Travel Service 

Cruises * Hotels ■ Airlines 

305-445-6566 or (866)445-6566 
Visit us at: www.preferredultimatetravel.com 


Upcoming Events: 
Black Eyed Peas 
Cirque du Soleil 
David Copperfield 
Alan Jackson 
Faith Hill /Tim McGraw 
II Divo 

Sammy Hagar 
Ozzfest 

Kenny Chesney 
The New Cars & Blondie 
Dave Matthews Band 
Miami Heat 
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Felix DoBosz 

The second unveiling of sculptural groups entitled “Seminole Family” showing a family of four (man in 
front with rifle, son with bow and arrow, and wife with child) circa 1830 walking along a path. 


* Bronze 

Continued from page 1 

of armor used to protect the throat. The device is car- 
ried down from the British and is similar to armor 
from the French and Indian Wars. 

The inspiration behind the figures creation 
came from the father and son duo of Brad Cooley and 
Brad Cooley Jr., of Cooley Bronze Sculptures in 
Lamont, Fla. The self-taught elder Cooley makes large 
bronze sculptures of animal wildlife and other figures 
in Native American legend. In 1986, Cooley Jr. joined 
his father and has since helped to create 37 life-sized 
and monumental figures found in parks, museums, and 


corporations all across the U.S. 

Brad Cooley Sr. says Indian and Seminole 
traditions have always been important to him. 

“We have Seminole history and heritage in 
our family,” Cooley Sr. said. 

Echoing his father’s remarks, Cooley Jr. 


added his thoughts. 

“We have worked all across the country, but 
we prefer the southeast,” he said. “Our favorite subject 
is the Florida Seminole Tribe.” 

The year-long process of making the figures 
began with layering clay over a foundation armature 
of wood and metal. More clay was applied and mold- 
ed until they were satisfied with their vision. Once the 
clay was complete to specific detail, they were pre- 
pared for casting by master mold-maker, Carla Knight 
of Denver, Colo. The rubber molds of the figures were 
then sent to the foundry, Bronze Services of Loveland, 
Colo. 

Wax was then poured into the molds to recre- 
ate a positive image. Ceramic molds were then cast 
over the wax figures and heated to melt out the wax in 

preparation for 
the pouring of 
molten bronze at 
around 2,000 
degrees 
Fahrenheit. 

Once the 
ceramic molds 
were broke away, 
the bronze figures 
were reassem- 
bled, cleaned, and 
finished with col- 
oring, called pati- 
na. The bronze 
thickness on each 
figure is approxi- 
mately three-six- 
teenths of an 
inch. 

In atten- 
dance for the 
presentation was 
the Tribal 
President Moses 
Osceola. He felt 
the sculptures 
were beautiful 
and inspire pride 
for the Seminole 
people. 

“I think 

it gives us a good presence here for the public of the 
Tribe,” Osceola said. “It’s a great depiction of repre- 
senting us today.” 

Next year’s sculptures will depict the 
European incursion period, followed in 2008 by the 
Paleo Man period, known as the oldest Native 
Americans on record the U.S. 


Felix DoBosz 

Vice Chairman of the Seminole Tribe of Florida Moses Osceola (far left), Brad Cooley 
Sr. (left), Florida State University President T.K. Wetherell, and Brad Cooley Jr. pose 
with one of the most recent cast creations. 




The Family Services Department’s 
Adult Vocational Program 
Open house! 


Get more information on earning a vocational 
certificate, working on your GED, or employment 
opportunities through the Work Experience Program 

Applications will be available for all programs 
as well as Adult Vocational Program staff to 
answer all your questions. 

Please see the following list of dates for the 
reservation nearest to you; 

Hollywood Field Office 05/15/06, 9-1 f am 
Immokalee Field Office 05/15/06, 1-3 pm 
Big Cypress 06/01/06, 1 0-2 pm 
Brighton 06/15/06, 10-2 pm 


Please contact Jasmine Porter, Family Sen ices Department 
Adull Vocal io nal Administrator, with any further questions 
954.965.1300, c\t. 175. 
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Palm Beach County’s EGGstravaganza Returns 

Presented by Seminole Okalee Indian Village, South Florida 
Parenting and Hoffmans Chocolates 


Submitted by Sandy Betlach, South Florida 
Parenting 

TAMARAC, FL — It’s bigger, its better, and 
its back. It’s the Second Annual EGGstravaganza, pre- 
sented by Seminole Okalee Indian Village, South 
Florida Parenting Magazine and Hoffman’s 
Chocolates. Kids and families can enjoy a weekend of 
fun, food and games at Palm Beach County’s biggest 
egg hunt and family festival. 

This year’s EGGstravaganza promises to pro- 
vide more family- friendly food, more activities and 
more space to play. EGGstravaganza will take place 
April 8-9 from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. at Yesteryear Village 
on the South Florida Fairgrounds. Admission is $7 per 
adult and child. Children under 1 8 months are free. All 
activities are included with admission and parking is 
free. 

This two day event will feature on-going egg 
hunts, face painting, pony rides, bungee jumps, barn- 
yard animals, a mini car track, a giant slide, live enter- 
tainment and of course plenty of games and crafts. 
Hoffman’s Chocolates will furnish the egg hunt and 
prizes. Photos with the Easter Bunny and family- 


friendly food will be available for purchase. 

EGGstravaganza will take place at the South 
Florida Fairground’s Yesteryear Village, a charming 
replica of an old-fashioned small town. Volunteers in 
period costumes will conduct village tours, play old- 
fashioned games, make traditional pioneer crafts, and 
give unique demonstrations. In addition, dozens of 
exhibitors will distribute information and educational 
materials, as well as display products and discuss serv- 
ices especially for families. 

Part of the proceeds from EGGstravaganza 
will benefit The Children’s Place (TCP) at Home Safe. 
The Children’s Place at Home Safe is a non-profit 
organization that has been serving the abused and neg- 
lected children of Palm Beach County for more than 
25 years. 

South Florida Parenting and Hoffman’s 
Chocolates invite local entertainers, storytellers and 
actors to participate in the EGGstravaganza. 

Volunteers are needed for the egg hunt and other activ- 
ities. To participate as an entertainer, exhibitor, spon- 
sor or volunteer, contact Sandy Betlach at sfparent- 
ing.com or at (800) 244-8447. 


Mary Tiger Celebrates Birthday in Style 


By Iretta Tiger 

HOLLYWOOD — It was such a special occa- 
sion that special menus were printed for the event. The 
place was the Council Oak and the event was Mary 
Tiger’s 89th birthday. 

On March 20 the Tiger’s, the Tommie’s, the 
Kippenberger’s and the Osceola’s gathered to honor this 
feisty matron. Among the guests were tribal officials 
Board President Moses Osceola, Councilman Max B. 
Osceola, Jr. and Chairman Mitchell Cypress. 



Mary and her son James blow out the candle. 



Iretta Tiger 

Gift basket from Mitchell Cypress 


One special guest was Dancing Joe. It could 
be said that Dancing Joe is the unofficial Miami Heat 
mascot; he tap dances at Miami Heat home games. 
On this night he danced for Tiger and gave her a hug 
and a kiss afterwards. He also danced for Tiger’s 
guests. 

This party marks the last time Tiger “will go 
out” in public. So from now on we’ll have to bring 
the party to her. 

Happy birthday grandma! 


Spring Break Pool Party in Brighton 

By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — As the weather started 
heating up in mid-March the students had fun 
during their spring break thanks the Brighton 
Recreation department. During the week off 
from school and homework there were lots of 
pool parties at the Tribe’s Olympic size swim- 
ming pool. 

Three spring break pool parties, starting 
at about 9 a.m. and lasting until about 3 p.m., 
were organized for all the kids. At least 30 to 40 
kids showed up to swim and have a lot of fun 
playing games such as water basketball, water 
volleyball and competing in relay races in the 
pool. 

“Everyday we had a crowd at the 
pool,” said Pool Supervisor Judy Jones. 

Jones said more and more kids are 
coming to the pool and learning to swim. 

Watching for the ball to drop are Delaney Osceola, Tommy 
Jackson Jr., Taylor Boyette, Dylan Chalfant, Richard 
Smith, and Jayce Smith. 



❖ Board 

Continued from page 1 

The Board is getting ready to expand its busi- 
ness portfolio with a few big projects. 

In June 2006 the Board will open a conven- 
ience store on the Hollywood reservation. The location 
of the store will be at the former World Ford property. 
The convenience store will also contain a car wash 
and gas pumps. The store will also be equipped with a 
generator in case of power loss. Positions are available 
and applications are now being accepted. 

Big plans are being proposed for the Brighton 
reservation. The first project will be a Brighton Motel 
which is planned to be built on the “Industrial Park” 
which is south of the Cattle and Range Office. The 
motel will provide 108 rooms, banquet and conference 
rooms, a business center, restaurant and lounge and 
overnight parking and facilities for 18 wheelers, RVs 
and horse trailers. Groundbreaking for the hotel should 
be within the next six to eight months. 

The next proposed project for Brighton is the 
Brighton Bay Resort. 

Brighton Bay will be a five star resort which 
will contain approximately 250-300 
rooms, a state-of-the-art RV park, a 
sports complex, an 18-hole golf 
course, shopping complex, a kid’s 
center, extended stay housing and 
more. The project is 3,000 acres 
which will be on the south end of the 
reservation which used to contain a 
parcel once owned by a tribal citi- 
zen, the turtle farm, sugarcane fields 
and pastureland. 

Some may think of 
Brighton as an odd place for a resort 
but the group who provided studies 
for the Hard Rock conducted studies 
for Brighton Bay and the results 
were favorable. 

If approved the project 
could take up to five years to com- 
plete. 

A possibility for some of 
the land accrued for Brighton Bay 
would be for housing for Tribal citi- 
zens. The housing project would 


contain townhomes for singles or couples, smaller 
homes for new families, mid-sized homes for slightly 
larger families and estates for bigger families. 

Lot sizes would differ with each area with the 
estates containing the largest lots at one-and-a-half 
acres. 

Wilson then gave updates on the Land Use 
and Development Ordinance of 1992 and the cattle 
program. She has also set a tentative date for a share- 
holder’s meeting. The date is June 17 and it will be for 
Hollywood shareholders. 

Wilson then made a special announcement. 

“Looking at the Tribe I see Tribal members 
who have been working for the Tribe for a long time 
and they have not been recognized; a majority of them 
are women.” said Wilson. “To show our appreciation 
for their contribution to the Tribe we’re sending five 
selected women to San Juan, Puerto Rico to attend a 
leadership conference.” 

The conference will be on March 27-28. 
Congratulations to those who were selected. 

If you have any questions or would like more 
information about any of the above mentioned issues 
contact Hollywood Board Representative Gloria 
Wilson at (954) 967-5584. 



Iretta Tiger 


Rendition of proposed Brighton Bay Resort. 
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❖ 


4-H 


Continued from page 1 


LeAnna Billie and Mark Arriaga. 

Many know that 4-H teaches 
youth to be reliable, dependable and 
responsible. If a child neglects the care and 
feeding of their animals, they fail in their 
objectives. We often don’t think about all 
the work that 4-H parents also have to take 
on their shoulders to help their children 


Susan Extebarria 


Stevie Brantley cares for her hog Sweetie. 


successfully raise a barnyard animal. 
Children need guidance and direction; they 
always need a second pair of helping 
hands; especially if the child is bedridden 
with a cold or is gone one night to play 
basketball or softball. 

“It was really challenging,” said 
parent Connie Haught of Brighton. “I did- 
n’t realize it would be so hard.” 


Skyler Burke gets ribbon presented by Jewel Buck for Grand 
Steer. 


Her eight-year-old daughter, 

Skyler Burke, was a big winner this year. 
What is amazing is that it is Skyler ’s first 
year in 4-H. Her steer named Trixter 
placed grand-the champion of champions; 
it weighed 695 pounds when Skyler got the 
black Brangus calf from her uncle Amos 
Tiger’s ranch. After months of care, 

Trixter ’s ending weight was 1,190. 

Her steer was an exceptional ani- 
mal that even the judge, Brian Drey den, 
said he would buy. The judge told the audi- 
ence during the show that Trixter had a lot 
of muscle mass and was really filled out; 
a very “finished” steer. 

Skyler, smiling and confident, 
shined in the show ring as she led the 
obedient Trixter in front of the crowd 
and the judge. For her mom, 4-H was a 
matter of good parenting-and getting lots 
of help. 

“She’s come a long, long way,” 
said Haught. “We were hard on her; we 
had to stay on her to keep up with her 
chores and her assignments.” 

She said her boyfriend, Shawn 
McCormack, worked with Skyler more 
than she did, but there were other family 
members and friends who gave them 
assistance and advice when they needed 
it. 

“It took a group effort with us 
because we were new to 4-H,” she said. 
“I wasn’t in 4-H when I was a kid and 
we didn’t know what to do.” 

Haught said she especially 
wanted to thank Amos and Lanell Tiger, 
and Billie Tiger for helping Skyler. 

“Everyday after school, after my 
homework, I had to lead Trixter around 
about 30 minutes a day,” said Burke. “I 
had to feed him. We spent a lot of money 
on feed. I really love my steer. You can go 
right up to him and pet him.” 

President of the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida, Inc., Moses Osceola affirmed that 
parents make a dif- 
ference in their 
children’s lives At 
the buyer’s dinner, 
before the sale on 
Friday evening, he 
told the large gath- 
ering of buyers and 
families that 4-H 
parents play an 
important role in 4- 
H. 

“I want to 
thank the parents 
for all their partici- 
pation,” Osceola 
said. 

Another 
set of parents, 
Brighton’s Preston 
and Mona Baker, 
were often seen 
helping and guiding 
their daughters, 
Kiylier and Jaryaca, 

Susan Extebarria &t swine pens 

all three days. The 
Bakers have eight 



Susan Extebarria 


LeAnna Billie in the show ring. 


children and the girls are the eldest. Kiylier 
won grand reserve with her 244 pound 
swine named Tobbie; Jarayaca won junior 
showmanship with her 277 pound hog 
named Porkchop. The parents were elated 
for their daughters who said they worked 
very hard to tame their hogs, feed them 
and care for them. 

Brighton’s Jr. Princess Stevie 
Brantley raised a hog she called Sweetie. 
Although she didn’t place she said she 
really enjoyed 4-H. Her hog went from 48 
pounds when she got it to 203 pounds by 
show time. 

“One of the things you worry 
about is that your hog is not going to make 
the weight,” she said. “You have to take 
care of your animal to 
make sure it stays 
healthy.” 

Stevie said her 
hog almost died on com- 
petition day, March 23. It 
had stuck its snout in a 
bucket while she was 
away and someone passed 
by the pen and seeing the 
hog struggling to get its 
head out rescued Sweetie 
before it suffocated. It’s 
these kinds of unexpected 
happenings while raising 
an animal that children 
experience that make the 
project exciting and 
sometimes difficult. 

Kalgary Johns’s 
parents, Jo Leigh 
“Boogie” and Naha 
Jumper, also worked 
with their eight year old 
daughter who showed a steer for the first 
time. Kalgary placed first in the super 
heavy weight class and earned a blue rib- 
bon for her magnificent 1 ,420 pound ani- 
mal, the largest steer. 


The small girl gently and ably led 
the large beast around the ring. Once again, 
parent involvement was the key to her suc- 
cess. Her grandfather, Norman Johns, a 
Tribal cattleman, also helped guide 
Kalgary on her 4-H project. Johns had 
worked with his own kids when they were 
in 4-H and this year he assisted his grand- 
daughter. 

“Her mother [Boogie] was in the 
same boat 21 years ago,” said Johns. 

As a parent he has been involved 
in 4-H with his own children 23 years ago 
starting with his son, Eric “Bubba” Johns, 
when he was only eight years old. 

Another first time member of 4-H 
this year is Brighton’s Katrina Bettelyoun. 
Her steer that she named Big Man weighed 
1 ,090 pounds and came from Connie and 
Sonny Whidden’s pastures. The ninth-grad- 
er didn’t win a prize but she said she really 
enjoyed being in 4-H. 

“I didn’t want to do 4-H at first,” 
Bettelyoun said. “Mom and dad said just 
try it ... and it’s alright!” 

Her parents are Louella and 
Bobby Gates. 

Every child who qualified for the 
show and sale deserves praise and admira- 
tion. Raising a winning hog or steer isn’t 
always possible due to unknown or unan- 
ticipated challenges. Not winning may be a 
disappointment for some; another lesson to 
be learned. But every 4-H member is a 
winner in the book of life. Making your 
best effort is what counts more than the 
results. 

The 4-H grounds were set up like 
a large compound for three days. There 
was a tent for the 1 5 small animals that 
included rabbits, a sheep, a goat a hog, 
calves and two water buffalo. The swine 
pens were on one side of the enclosed 
show pen and the steer stalls on the other. 


The buyer’s dinner was held under a long 
large open structure. 

Weighing the animals to make 
sure they met the required weight began on 
March 22. If the animal didn’t make the 


weight it was not allowed to enter the show 
and sale. There were quite a few swine that 
did not meet the requirement this year. 
Another test the youth had to pass 
Wednesday was being able to control the 
animal in the show ring. 

The sifter who determined if the 
child was qualified to show the animal was 
Glades County Extension Agent Shelley 
Humphries. 

“I am here to determine if the kids 
can control their animal so it won’t disrupt 
the show and harm other exhibitors,” said 
Humphries. 

She is very familiar with 4-H hav- 
ing been a member herself for 10 years. It 
takes most of the day to test the children’s 
abilities in the ring. 

Both nights of the show and sale 
were cool, with much rain on March 23. 

“It makes the animals frisky,” said 
Big Cypress’s 4-H Coordinator Candi 
Mancil. 

She said the BC club swine 
named “Bodacious” was so heavy at a 
whopping 325 pounds because of the 
unusually cool weather from November 
through February. 

“It encouraged the hogs to eat 
more when the weather is cold,” she said. 

There are many volunteers who 
help 4-H put on the complex show and 
sale. Every year the Immokalee 4-H mem- 
bers manage the swine pens and make sure 
the swine enter and exit from the show ring 
in a methodical pattern. Brighton’s 
Princess Jewel Buck gave out the ribbons 
to the winners during the show; Tribal 
Extension Agent Michael Bond served as 
an emcee for the show. Thanks go to Andy 
Bowers who helped classify the steer and 
swine into the various weight categories. 

Sam Smedley and Joey Hayes 
donated many hours of time to prepare the 
grounds with their bobcat and 
front end loader including 
hauling in over 175 bags of 
sawdust. The judge of the 
swine show was Kenneth 
Arnold and the judge for the 
steer show was Brian 
Dreyden. The auctioneer was 
Brian Trimble. 

Many others helped 
and all are to be commended 
for making it such a great 
event. The 4-H Youth 
Livestock Show and Sale was 
under the management of 4-H 
Coordinator Polly Hayes 
Osceola and her assistants, 
Dionne Smedley and Candi 
Mancil. 

In Florida, 4-H is 
part of the Florida 
Cooperative Extension 
Service based at the land- 
grant universities and 
receives support from the 
combined county, state and federal govern- 
ments. The 4-H organization is managed 
by professional staff and is supported by 
the university research base to meet the 
needs of local Florida citizens. 



Susan Extebarria 


Mary Jo Micco serves up food at the 4-H Show & Sale. 
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Education ♦ Emahaayeeke ♦ Kerretv 



Felix DoBosz 


(L-R) President Moses Osceola, Chairman Mitchell Cypress, Brighton Council Representative Andrew 
Bowers, NFL All-Pro Jason Taylor, Tampa Liaison Richard Henry, Ft. Pierce Liaison Sally Tommie. 


Seminole ‘Hit the Books’ with Jason Taylor 


By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD — On a beautiful March 27 
afternoon, under the old Council Oak Tree, the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida in conjunction with Miami 
Dolphins all-pro defensive end, Jason Taylor spoke to 


more than a hundred students bused in from the Big 
Cypress Ahfachkee School. 

Taylor is the president of the foundation that 
bears his name. He said he is a huge supporter of fam- 


ily values and pursuing educational goals for youth. 
Chairman Mitchell Cypress supports this view, togeth- 
er they made a united effort to motivate and encourage 
Tribal youth to “Hit the Books.” 

According to Jason Taylor’s Foundation 

Spokesperson Seth Levit this pro- 
gram is an educational campaign 
designed by Chairman Mitchell 
Cypress to further promote the 
importance of education. The main 
goal and objective of this program 
is to motivate Tribal youth to con- 
tinue their education through high 
school and beyond. 

The “Hit the Books” tour 
with Chairman Cypress and Jason 
Taylor will consist of pep rally 
gatherings with students and their 
parents at Tribal reservations that 
focus on the importance of educa- 
tion. The program aims to signup 
Tribal students to participate in 
“Hit the Books” campaign. 

Each participant of the 
program will be monitored by the 
Tribe’s Education department. 
Student’s that sign up will receive 
special recognition from the 
Chairman’s Office and Jason 
Taylor as they reach certain educa- 
tional benchmarks while enrolled 

in school. 

Ft. Pierce Liaison Sally R. Tommie was the 
host speaker at the event under the shade of the Old 
Council Oak Tree. 



Felix DoBosz 


Miami Dolphins # 99 Jason Taylor happy to sign autographs for fans. 
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Preschool Rewarded by Local March of Dimes 



Emma Brown 



By Emma Brown 

BRIGHTON — 

The Okeechobee March of 
Dimes and the Seminole 
Health department hosted a 
reward day for the Brighton 
Preschool students for rais- 
ing $1,800. The money was 
raised to support March of 
Dimes and the March of 
Dimes Walk of America 
coming up in Okeechobee 
on March 18. 

Each preschool 
student was given a piggy 
bank to keep at home for 
one week so that parents, 
friends and they could drop 
loose change into it. After 
one week each bank was 
returned and the money was 
turned over to the March of 
Dimes. 

In one week the 
kids raised the $1,800, 
which made a huge impres- 
sion in the hearts of the 
March of Dimes staff. As a 
reward, the March of 

Dimes staff brought a mini wonder walk to the kids. 

Since the children are too young to actually 
physically walk a long distance, mini fun stations 
were set up for them to walk between. There was a 
dance station, a hula hoop station, and a bubble station 
for the kids to enjoy. The kids really enjoyed their day 
and deserved it for the special heartfelt deed that they 
had done to help boys and girls their own age. 

The Seminole Tribe is a big supporter of 
March of Dimes and has groups that participate in the 
walks each year. Contact your local Health department 
for more information. 


March of Dimes staffers and preschoolers at the bubble station. 




Emma Brown 

Conner Thomas gets the hula hoop moving. 


Emma Brown 


Emma Brown 


The hula hoop station was a hit with Sadie Rico. 


Hand in hand kids got down at the dance station. 



Emma Brown 

Seminole preschool students raised over $1,800 in their piggy banks for the March of Dimes. 



File Photo 


Tribal citizen Summer Leigh Tiger attends 
University of Miami, majoring in psychology, 
and hopes to attend Law School. 


A University of Miami 
Student’s Dream 

By Linda Iley, Higher Education Advisor 

Being in University of Miami (UM) is achieve- 
ment enough. And for Summer Leigh Tiger, a senior stu- 
dent, she is looking forward and working towards a 
greater achievement. 

She intends to graduate with a degree in psy- 
chology, with a minor in chemistry and biology by end of 
summer 2006 term. Originally, she was planning to be a 
doctor. However, she is now finding that the law profes- 
sion is more challenging. By the fall term of next year, 
she will be in law school. 

Summer is someone who works well under pres- 
sure so she would love the challenge and pressure that 
the legal environment offers. She puts a high expectation 
on herself, but she respects others who have their own 
pace and their own choices. In school, she is doing very 
well as an above-average student, considering the fact 
that she was out of school for two years. 

She laughs about going back to school and find- 
ing out that her classmates are much younger. She gained 
insight after her hiatus by realizing that education and 
experiencing life together puts her in a stronger and bet- 
ter perspective. 

For her, school is important and she is grateful 
to the Tribe for the education program that is helping her 
achieve her dream. She hopes that she will one day be 
working for the Tribe in the Legal department. Knowing 
Summer, she would make that dream come true! 
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VIP Ahfachkee High Schoolers 
Tour Seminole Hard Rock 


Felix DoBosz 

Senior High students from Ahfachkee in BC (L- R) Jonathan Harjo, Jo Jo Osceola, Jessalyn Balentine, Raul Alvarez Jr. 


Students enjoy 


The group then 
was given an exclusive 
tour of the entire Seminole 
Hard Rock Live. They 
were guided backstage and 
entered the Stars dressing 
rooms and the famous 
green room. The green 
room is the preparation 
suite; the talent waits their 
turn to be called before 
they are escorted to per- 
form onstage. 

Surprisingly, the green 
room wasn’t green at all; 
rather, and orange color 
with music memorabilia 
hanging on the walls. 

The tour contin- 
ued to the VIP section on 
the fourth floor. This is where special invit- 
ed guests get to experience the royal treat- 
ment with a breathtaking view of the entire 
5,400 seat venue from the very top rows of 
the thickly cushioned black leather seats. 

From there it was over to the casi- 
no floor to meet with Technically Assisted 
Device (TAD) Manager Mike Manarina. 

He spoke to the students about his experi- 
ence of more then 20 years in the casino 
industry and how he had started at the bot- 
tom and worked his way up to manager. 
Manarina also explained some of the tasks 
that TAD attendants perform and how the 
bingo machines work. 

At the concierge desk the group 
was given a brief guided tour of the check- 
in area and around the beautiful poolside- 
outdoor area as well by Guest Services 


Felix DoBosz 

big view from top of the Hard Rock Live. 


Assistant Manager Julian Wright. He 
answered all the student’s questions 
patiently and with professional pride. After 
the walkabout, the students were hungry 
and it was time to be treated to a wonderful 
lunch at the famous Blue Plate Restaurant 
provided by Larry Frank. 

The four students were given sou- 
venirs of their memorable tour and seemed 
to enjoy this enterprising trip while having 
a clearer understanding of the way things 
work at the dynamic Seminole Hard Rock 
Casino & Hotel. They were excited to get 
back on the bus after lunch to go for a 
quick trip of fun and games at Gameworks, 
in the Sawgrass Mills Mall before heading 
back home to the Big Cypress. 

The students would like to tell 
everyone at the Seminole Hard Rock, 
“Thanks for a great day!” 
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By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD — Four senior 
high school students and teacher Valerie 
Whiteside, arrived by bus from the Big 
Cypress reservation the morning of March 


Felix DoBosz 

Students get ready for a happy lunch at the Blue Plate. 


9 for a VIP tour of the Seminole Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino. 

These students, Jonathan Harjo, 
JoJo Osceola, Jessalyn Balentine and Raul 
Alvarez Jr.; from the Ahfachkee High 
School, were on a fact finding mission to 
discover all the career opportunities the 
Seminole Tribe provides for its citizens in 
the casino and hotel industry. This was the 
first time a tour to watch the daily opera- 
tions of the Casino and the Seminole Hard 
Rock Live has been conducted for these 
students. 

A continental breakfast was pro- 
vided for the hungry students when they 
first arrived by their host General Manager 
of Gaming Operations Larry Frank. Some 
of the objectives of this program are to 
provide a well-rounded view of casino and 
hospitality operations in a real world set- 
ting with a goal of developing the neces- 
sary technical, interpersonal and manageri- 
al skills. 

Director of Tribal Career 
Development Programs Betty Jones 
Goosens lectured the students about the 
tremendous opportunities the Tribe has 
implemented for its young citizens. She 
outlined the various programs available for 
all the students and how to take advantage 
of the many career opportunities the Tribe 
provides. 


Felix DoBosz 

Student tour group stops by bakery and food preparation area with pastry chefs. 


“It is the goal of the Tribe to train 
Tribal members about our hotel and casino 
operations so that they become qualified to 
assume middle management and executive 
positions for the future,” Goosens said. 

“The three year program 
allows an individual to work 
in all the departments of 
both casino and hotel opera- 
tions. Interns work in every 
position from the entry-level 
to the director’s position in 
each department. 

“After the first two 
years, they return to each 
area and focus more on 
working with the managers 
and directors to determine 
which area they want to 
specialize in. When they 
complete the program, they 
are placed in the depart- 
ment they selected to prac- 
tice exclusively in.” 

Three interns dis- 
cussed their general experi- 
ences in the career pro- 
gram. They also talked to 
the students about their 
expectations and goals for 
being in the program and answered all their 
questions and concerns. 

After breakfast the students were 
taken to the food & beverage area, where 
they met with Director of Culinary 


Operations Bob Strom and Pastry Chef 
Michelle Bass. They explained to the tour 
group all the effort required for excellent 
food preparation and presentation. 

The students were privileged to 
see the results of these exquisite culinary 
efforts, namely pastries that are prepared 
daily for hundreds of guests and visitors to 
enjoy. The multitudes of colorful and deli- 
cious looking desserts were placed on long 
food trays in neat rows and then stacked on 
wheeled metal racks ready to be moved to 
their final destination, consumption. 
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GLIHA, USET Hold Joint Housing Meeting 

HUD Assistant Secretary of Public and Indian Housing Attends 


By Shelley Marmor 

HOLLYWOOD — Two prominent Native 
American organizations, the Great Lakes Indian 
Housing Organization (GLIHA) and the United 
Southern and Eastern Tribes (USET), held a meeting 
the week of March 6-10 at the Seminole Hard Rock 
Hotel & Casino. 

Several organization officials including 
Administrator of 
Eastern/Woodlands Office of 
Native American Programs 
Kevin Fitzgibbons, USET 
Chairperson and Seminole 
citizen Joel Frank and 
GLIHA Chairperson Cheryl 
Parish made brief introducto- 
ry speeches. 

Frank offered amica- 
ble remarks to those in atten- 
dance, saying: “Welcome to 
South Florida, Seminole 
Country and the Seminole 
Hard Rock.” He added that 
the conference would largely 
cover natural disaster pre- 
paredness; a topic the effects 
Florida immensely, but also 
the rest of the nation. 

“It’s not any one 
area, its all areas” Frank said. 

“We need to be prepared and 
minimize disaster.” 

Following these 
speeches, Narragansett 
Council Representative 
Hiawatha Brown offered 
invocation. 

Immediately follow- 
ing, keynote speaker Orlando 
Cabrerra representing the 
U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development 
(HUD), addressed the con- 
ference attendees. Cabrerra, the HUD assistant secre- 
tary of public and Indian housing, continued Frank’s 
remarks on natural disaster preparedness. 

“I wanted to begin with something close to 
home,” Cabrerra said. “...Close to home for Floridians 
is hurricanes.” 

In addition to disaster preparedness, Cabrerra 
discussed housing. He said the Bush Administration 
“has made no secret that home ownership is the cor- 
nerstone of economic development.” 

He commended the Seminole Tribe for their 
advantageous use of HUD’s Section 184 Loan 
Program, the Indian Home Loan Guarantee Program. 

According to the HUD website, 
www.hud.gov, “The program is designed to offer 
home ownership, property rehabilitation, and new con- 
struction opportunities for eligible tribes, Indian 


Housing Authorities and Native American individuals 
and families wanting to own a home on their native 
lands.” 

The Seminole Tribe of Florida was the first 
Native American Tribe to take advantage of this pro- 
gram. With these funds, the Tribe was able to improve 
existing housing as well as add housing on the reser- 
vations. 

The conference con- 
tinued with additional active 
discussions on the topic of 
disaster preparedness. An 
intensive Tribal Disaster 
Preparedness Training ses- 
sion took place on March 7. 
Regional 

Commander for the 
Wisconsin State Patrol Dace 
Pichette and Director of 
Training for the State of 
Wisconsin’s Patrol Academy 
Darren Price facilitated this 
course. 

Price informed the 
attendees that “this isn’t 
something we started after 
9/11,” admitting the two 
work with compromising sit- 
uations regularly as patrol 
personnel. He added that 
himself and Pichette travel 
throughout the U.S. conduct- 
ing this seminar. 

“This is not going 
away,” Pichette said. “This is 
something you folks have to 
understand.” 

The topics covered 
in this seminar included: 
civil disturbance, natural dis- 
asters and large, planned 
events. The two showed 
videos of incidents such as 
Hurricane Katrina in New Orleans, La., fires and car 
crashes showing examples of good and poor respons- 
es. 

The conference continued with other semi- 
nars similar to this Tribal Disaster Preparedness 
Training session. Some of the other seminars included 
“Creating Tribal Reality and Probate Functions to 
Support Housing,” “HUD Supportive Housing for 
Elders and for Persons with Disabilities” and also gen- 
eral meeting of both the USET and GLIHA organiza- 
tions. 

On the final day of the USET/GLIHA meet- 
ing, March 10, attendees were able to enjoy a full day 
of activities in Big Cypress. They took a much needed 
break from their official duties with a trip to the BC 
reservation complete with visits to the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
Museum and Billie Swamp Safari. 



Shelley Marmor 

Orlando Cabrerra representing the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD). 



(Seated L-R): Steve Simonton, Ray Collier, Lisa Pepe, Aaron Billie; (Standing L-R): Bob Green, Shane 
Ruiz, Troy Clay, Joel Frank Sr., Pete Russo, Tony Castrenze, Don Fulton, Peggy Reynolds, John Madrigal, 
Keith Samuels. 


Good-Bye Ray Collier of the Housing Dept 


By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD — Ray Collier is retiring? 
No way, say it isn’t true. Ray has worked as a super- 
visor of construction for the Seminole Housing 
department since 1984, and before that he worked for 
the Tribe as a general contractor for three years. 



Felix DoBosz 


Ray Collier checks out his brand new fishing gear. 



Felix DoBosz 


Monica Wasco, Ray Collier and Jackie Jones. 


He has been a South Florida resident for the 
past 72 years, and was born and raised in Okeechobee, 
Fla. Ray Collier a veteran of the Korean War, decided 
it was time to retire and spend sometime catching up 
on his favorite pastime, fishing, and remembering all 
his good times working for the Housing dept. 

His friends and co-workers decided to throw 
him a little good-bye, thank you luncheon at the 
Seminole Hard Rock Casino & Hotel on March 23. 
They sat around the tables talking, joking and laugh- 
ing, with Ray about all the ups and downs that they all 
experienced working together for so many years. 

Many of his co-workers and friends in the 
Housing department had kind words to say about 
Collier at his farewell luncheon. 

Troy Clay, director of Housing, said: “Our 
office is like one big happy family and we will really 
miss him.” 

Pete Russo, assistant director of Housing 
added: “He’s synonymous with housing in Brighton; 
he’s always stepped up to the plate whenever asked.” 

Aaron Billie, housing construction manager 
said: “He was very dependable and very knowledge- 
able and didn’t mind sharing his experience with oth- 
ers.” 

Ray looked serenely around the huge ball- 
room and said softly: “I’m really going to miss every- 
body, but I look forward to relaxing and fishing.” 
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Ask The Counselor 


Dear Counselor, 

I am a 19 

year old young lady 
with a broken heart 
and I am totally con- 
fused. When I was 
18 1 met a man five 
years older than I 
am. I told him that I 
was a year older 
than I was hoping it 
would make him 
like me more. 

I became 

intimate with him on 
our second date and 
found out a few 
weeks later that he 
was intimate with a 
few other girls. 

Even though I have 
a boyfriend I have 
been with for almost four years, I was 
heartbroken; not because I was fed a taste 
of my own medicine, but because I was 
actually in love with this guy. 

I had experienced feelings for him 
in a few weeks that I had never experi- 
enced with my boyfriend in the four years. 
My boyfriend and I are no longer together 
because he became suspicious of my 
behavior and broke off the 
relationship. I spend 
my every waking 



Basil Phillips 

M.S. Menial Health Counseling 

etters of interest from the comm timly 

All teltL-rs shoal J sent to 

ASK THE COUNSELOR 
Family Services Department 
3 006 Josle Billie Avenue 
Hollywood. FL 33024 
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moments think 
ing about this 
man. I am 
afraid to tell 
him that I am 
actually one 
year younger 
than he thinks 
because it might 1 
push him away 
completely. 

I stay angry 
at him because he is 
still intimate with other 
girls. I truly love him and 
don’t know what to do. Please 
help me. 

Signed, 

Confused 


Dear Confused, 

Your letter leaves me confused 
about what is confusing you. Are you 
confused about the fact that you think the 
older guy won ’t continue to exploit you 
and use you if he knows you are a year 
younger than he thinks? Or because he 
continues to sleep with other girls despite 
the fact that you have given him your 
heart and your body? Or perhaps you are 
confused because you lost your boyfriend 
for a manipulator that is interested in 



your body and not 
your heart? 

Believe me, 
you do not yet know 
what love is, and 
you certainly don ’t 
know heartbreak. If 
you continue to 
sleep with this guy 
and lose focus of 
your self-respect 
and dignity, you will 
know heartbreak up 
close and personal. 

What if you 
get pregnant by this 
player? What if you 
get a sexually trans- 
mitted disease? And 
that's a good possi- 
bility considering 
that he sleeps 
around. Clear your head and start your 
journey on the road in taking care of 
yourself. 

This man does not deserve you, 
and you certainly deserve better. 

Confused, let me share something with 
you; girls look to their father to show 
them what men value in a 
woman. If a young 
women ’s father 
rejects her, she 
will seek a 
man to meet 
the unfulfilled 
needs. If her 
father is warm 
and nurturing, 
she will look 
for a lover to 

r equal him. 

v a 

father thinks his 
daughter is beauti- 
ful and feminine, 
she will be inclined to 
see herself that way. 
However, if he rejects 
her as unattractive, she is 
likely to carry self-image 
problems into adulthood. 

A woman f s relation- 
ship with herself and her rela- 
tionship with the men in her life is greatly 
influenced by the relationship she has 
with her father. Confused, the bottom line 
is fathers make a significant difference in 
the lives of their daughters, in the lives of 
their children. 

As a counselor every young girl 
that I have counseled, who gave up on 
their hopes, their dreams and their future, 
first gave up on their father. 

Signed, 

Counselor 









Don’t Forget About 
Your Feet! 

Submitted by the Seminole Health Department 

Anyone concerned with staying healthy knows they need to 
make healthy food choices, get regular exercise and regular medical 
check ups. For people with diabetes, staying healthy requires a little 
more. 

Diabetics must monitor their blood sugar, take their med- 
ications properly and be aware of other health problems that may 
develop. Diabetics also need to be more aware of the health of their 
feet. High blood sugar can cause damage to the feet. Loss of feel- 
ing and poor blood flow to the legs and feet, caused by high blood 
sugar, can lead to other injuries and infections. 

Luckily, by controlling blood sugar and by following 
these helpful tips anyone can keep their feet happy and healthy. 
For more information about proper foot care please contact your 
reservation’s health educator. 


Healthy Foot Check List 


□ Check your feet daily for changes or injuries: Make sure to 
check in between your toes. Ask a family member to help if 
you have poor eyesight. 

□ Check your feet for blisters, cuts, scratches, red or black 
spots, ingrown toenails and dryness. 

□ Wash feet daily in warm water, not hot, using a mild 
soap. Make sure to apply lotion after you have dried your 
feet thoroughly and remove any excess lotion from 
between the toes. 

□ File or cut your toenails straight across 

□ Have any corns, calluses or ingrown toenails 
removed by your health care provider. 

□ Wear clean, dry, cotton socks everyday. All socks 
should fit loosely. 

Always wear your shoes, indoors and outdoors. 

□ Shoes should fit loosely, correctly and comfort- 
ably. Have your foot doctor check your shoes to see 
if they fit properly. 

□ Be aware of how you sit; crossing your legs can 
restrict blood circulation to your feet. 


□ When going for a pedicure, check to see if your 
salon is experienced working with diabetic patients. 

□ Report all changes and injuries to your doctor 
immediately. 


HAVE YOU BEEN INJURED? 

Automobile Accidents 
Medical Negligence 
Nursing Home Abuse/ 

Neglect 
Slip & Falls 

Anthony Tony" Scalene 

Tribal Member Push to of IsleLa 


As a Native American, I respect your 
special needs and concerns. Ifyou or 
a family member have been injured, 
please^ call for a free, confidential 
consultation. No fee unless money 
recovered. We will work to protect 
your legal rights. 

30 years of trial experience 

The Law Offices of 
Collier & Scalesc 
(954) 436-6200 

499 MW, 70 Avc. Suilc 106, PlarUalion, Florida 33317 
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Bronze By 
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The hiring of a lawyer Is an important decision that should not bo based solely upon advertisements. 
Before yon decide, ask us to send you free written Information about our qualifications and experience. 
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Submitted by the Seminole Health Department 
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Team Seminole: Suzanne Davis, Edna McDuffie, Judy Jim, Cari Saldin, Melanie Wells, Brenda Bordogna, Harley Roberts, Tina 
Mennella, Jaime Schevis. 


Team Seminole Walks for Heart Health 


Submitted by the Seminole Health 
Department 

DAVIE, FL ~ On March 1 1 
Team Seminole joined the American Heart 



Submitted by the Seminole Health Department 

Judy Jim crossing the finish line. 


Association at Nova Southeastern 
University for the American Heart Walk. 
The three mile walk brought out thousands 
of walkers and many vendors from various 
local health agencies and retail companies. 

The day’s events began with an 
aerobics warm up from 24 Hour Fitness 
aerobics instructors, a motivational com- 
mentary from Channel 1 0 news staff, and 
entertainment from a local dance group, 
the Hip Hop Kidz. 

The Seminole Tribe of Florida’s 
booth provided participants with informa- 
tion on Seminole culture, body mass index, 
heart health and heart healthy foods. For 
the kids, the Seminole Health department 
provided Frisbees™ to encourage them to 
be physically active. 

Team Seminole, led by Captain 
Edna McDuffie, participates in many local 
community walks as well as having mem- 
bers participate in each reservation’s week- 
ly and monthly health department walks. 

For more information about walks 
in your area or to join Team Seminole 
please contact Edna McDuffie at the Big 
Cypress Wellness Trailer, (863) 983-5798. 

Team Seminole would like to give 
a big thanks to the Chairman’s office for 
his continued support in helping to 
increase awareness of walking as a way to 
better health. 



Submitted by the Seminole Health Department 


Team Captain Edna McDuffie crossing 
the finish line. 


Team Seminole Walks 
Together for Healthy Babies 





Submitted by the Seminole Health Department 


Team Seminole 


Submitted by the Seminole Health 
Department 

OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FL 

— Team Seminole walkers arrived early at 
Flagler Park on March 1 8 to participate in 
the Okeechobee County Walk America. 
Seventy-three Tribal citizens, community 
members and Tribal employees from 
Brighton, Big Cypress and Hollywood 
came out to support the fundraising efforts 
of the March of Dimes. 

The Seminole Tribe of Florida 
proudly supported our own ambassador 
family for the 2006 Okeechobee Walk 
America. Patty and J.R. Entry and sons 
Kyle, Brandon and Dakota were chosen by 
the March of Dimes to represent the 



Submitted by the Seminole Health Department 


Entry family poster 


Seminole Tribe. Patty is a Tribal citizen 
from the Brighton reservation. 

Patty and J.R. have three sons 
who have all been born slightly premature. 
Patty and Joe understand the danger of an 
early delivery as well as the struggle pre- 
mature babies can face. The Entry family 
also joined in the fundraising effort. Their 
family team was named “Bud’s Misfits.” 

The Okeechobee branch of the 
March of Dimes brought in a record 
$55,000 from the Walk America campaign 
for 2006. The funds raised will go to 
research, health promotion, and helping 
families affected by a premature birth. 

Along with the Seminole Health 
department, the Brighton preschool 
became involved with the March of Dimes. 
The preschoolers raised a whopping 
$1,800 to help the Walk America cam- 
paign. The Brighton preschool also hosted 
a mini walk on March 10 to kick off the 
March awareness campaign. 

Team Seminole awards for 2006 include: 

New Treasure Coast March of Dimes 
Sponsor 

Most registered walkers 
Most walkers on walk day 
Top fundraising team 
Chairman’s Award 

The Entry family awards for 2006 include: 

Top fundraising family 
Chairman’s Award 

Brighton Preschool awards for 2006 

include: 

Most clever wrap around fund raising 
event 


The police know your rights - do you? 
Call my office for a free consultation 

Richard Castillo 

954 - 522-3500 

24 HOURS A DAY 


For fifteen years i have protected rights 

LIKE YOURS. MY OFFICE DEFENDS DUI*S, DRUG 
OFFENSES, SUSPENDED LICENSE, DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE. AND ALL FELONIES AND MISDEMEANORS. 


The hinng etF an attorney i& an- impol-ant c&asic- thsK should not he based solely 
upon ^UvertiF^ment. Hicham Cash- -a as b Puhiic Demands r in B rd 

County Tram 1930 1996iind has Umr. in pr.vute prtioliou Tor nine yuart. 

In I &9S ha was volec the Tria Attorney of the year. Mb graduated from 
Capital University In 13E9 admitted Fn 1h e FlordP tfpr In 1330, 

Feceral Bar in 1992, anc the Federal Tria! Ear in 1994 



Jimmy Wayne Holdiness 

Seminole Indian Chickee Guilder 


(239) 340-6453 or (239) 248-7196 


South ilurida's number one country western 
nightclub and restaurant 



The Round Up is South Florida’s 
number one country western 
nightclub and restaurant 
Wednesday - Sunday 
6 p.m. to 4 am, 
four full-liquor bars sever 
gourmet dinners served all night. 



Keith Anderson ( with special guest " The Chase") 

(smash hit singles: "Wild flowers " ! "Double \7 
Sittnhiy iVfjjJr! April 2nd, 20fki 
77/ 1 1 tickets are ill in Advance S75 Dent of Show 
Doors Open at 6pm Showtime 9/riii 


Dance Lessons 


Wednesday - Advanced Line Dunce, 7:30 pmt-S:30 pm 
Thursday - Always Tivn-Step, S fmi - 9 pm 
Beginners Line Dance Lessons r 7 pm - £ pm 
Friday - Intermediate Line Dance, 7:30 pm - 8:30 pm 
Sat nrdu y - Line Dance Lessons, 7 pm - 8 pm 
Couples Dance Lessons, S pm - 9 pm 
Sunday - Beginner Line. Dance lessons - 7 pm - 9 pm 

With good food, great music, a targe dance floor, the best entertainment, 
die most outrageous drink specials, and rooms packed M of beautiful 
people t a good time is a sure thing at *The Wodd Famous Round Up’ 

The Round Up is located at: 

9020 W. State Road 84 
Davie, Florida 33324. 

(Southwest Comer of 1-595 and Pine Island Road in the Pine Island Plaza) 


mimw 
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Drive 


Continued from page 1 


Billy Johns on his Peruvian Pasafino. 


Stretching out his arms he said, “God has 
given us a magnificent day to be outside and share 
the wonders of his world. Our ancestors would have 
been very grateful for such an opportunity when they 
rounded up their livestock 
and followed this same route 
over sixty years ago. Today 
we commemorate those hard 
working men and women 
who established the cattle 
industry in the Seminole 
Tribe. They spent over a 
week gathering up the herd 
from the woods and then 
driving them down the trail 
that you will follow today.” 

Chairman Mitchell 
Cypress addressed the group 
from horseback. 

“Moses Jumper, 

Paul and Richard Bowers 
were the originators of the 
Junior Cypress Trail Drives,” 
he said. “Setting around a 
campfire during a cattle 
roundup, they talked about 
the need to recognize their 
elders and keep the tradition 
alive for future generations. 

When many people think of 
the Seminole Tribe, they 
think of casinos and gam- 
bling. We are so much more.” 

Continuing Cypress 
said: “Today represents a lot 
of history. Each year we 
select one of our elders as 
Honorary Trail Boss. For our 
Tenth Annual Drive, we rec- 
ognize Jimmy Smith. His 
father, Morgan Smith, partici- 
pated in the arrival of the first 
cattle herd to Big Cypress. 

“In an effort to 
establish industry on the 
newly formed reservation, the 
U.S. government brought cat- 
tle from the Mescalaro 
Apache to the railhead at 
Batson, north of Okeechobee. 

Morgan Smith was one of the 
men who drove the cattle 
south through the woods and 
swamps to Big Cypress in the 
late 1930s. 

“Jimmy Smith fol- 
lows in his family’s footsteps 
and has been a part of the 
cattle production at Big 
Cypress during his entire life. 

From that small beginning, 
the Seminole Tribe has devel- 
oped into one of the major 
beef producers in the state of 
Florida.” 

In conclusion 

Cypress said: “At this time, I 
would like to recognize 
Benny Hernandez. He has 
worked for the Seminole 
Tribe for many years and has 
brought the livestock out here 
for each one of the ten cattle 
drives. He may not be tall, 
but he is the man who makes 
things happen and we appre- 
ciate his effort. The Seminole 
Tribe is very happy to invite 
all of you here today and 
hope that you will want to 
come back next year. Put us 
on your calendar.” 

Moses Jumper then 
added some comments. 

“Each year, I see 
more and more new faces in 
the crowd,” said Jumper. 

“Cattle were the first industry 
for the Seminole Tribe and 
have a great history. I am 
happy to be a part of this 
Tenth Annual Trail Drive 
commemorating that history 
and our forefathers. My only 
regret is the fact that due to a 
knee injury, I will not be able 
to ride with you.” 

Pointing to a large 
swamp buggy, he said: “I will 
being following you every 
step of the way from my big 
wheel chair, because I would- 
n’t want to miss this for the 
world. I hope we don’t have 
too many wrecks or buck-offs 
this year. I know that’s all 
part of the fun, but no dog 
and pony shows. We don’t 
want anyone to get hurt.” 

Jumper concluded 
by introducing Bruce Pratt, 
the pastor of the Hollywood 
Chickee Church. 

“I am a Pawnee 
Indian, originally from 
Nebraska, but most recently 
Oklahoma,” he said. “I now 
make my home in 
Hollywood, Florida, and look 
forward to joining you for 
today’s event.” 

Faughing, Pratt said, 

“I think I should warn you, 
the Pawnee were known as 
great horse thieves. I see a lot 
of fine animals here today 
and you might want to keep 
an eye on them. Seriously, 
every good thing comes from 
God and I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank him 
and ask his blessing for the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida 
and their friends, the beauty 
of the day, the sunshine and 
its warmth. God bless us all.” 

Charles Hiers-Billie, 
mounted on his beautiful cus- 
tomized Harley Davidson, 
carrying the flag for the 
Seminole Tribe, led off down 


the trail as the cattle were turned out of the pens and 
the riders fell into place. 

It was an impressive sight with more than 
150 riders on some of the most beautiful horses 
imaginable. Muscular quarterhorses born to work cat- 
tle, tall energetic thoroughbreds racing back and forth 
among the riders, the never tiring Arabians, and the 
Pasofmos dancing down the trail, made for a horse 
lovers paradise. 


Ayze Henry tacks up her horse for the trail drive. 


Judy Weeks 


Judy Weeks 




Judy Weeks 

Iris Wall, a member of an old Florida pioneer family from Indiantown, 
still works her ranch. 


Judy Weeks 

One of two hayride wagons that participated in the trail drive. 



Judy Weeks 

Honorary Trail Boss Jimmy Smith. 







Immokalee Seminole Youth and Fivestock 
Ranch provided mounts for a number of the digni- 
taries and followed the herd with a pick up trailer for 
the weary. The procession included two horse drawn 
wagons, swamp buggies, a chuck wagon and the red 
wagon with a multitude of refreshments. 

Beginning at the end of the West Boundary 
Road, the Cattle Drive follows the trail of the origi- 
nal Seminole cattlemen for 12 miles before arriving 


(L-R) Jimmy Smith and Rudy Osceola. 


at the Junior Cypress Rodeo Arena. Along the way, 
participants had an opportunity to see the beautiful 
countryside, which the Seminole Tribe has developed 
from scrub and swamp into woodlands, pasture land, 
water management areas, citrus groves and produce 
farms. 

While cattle was the first Tribal industry, the 
Seminoles have expanded in many directions while 
preserving their independence and prospering in the 
highly competitive world of 
the 21st Century. 

A relay camp had 
been set up at the halfway 
point to rest the livestock and 
riders. Mary Jene Koenes had 
graciously allowed the use of 
a portion her cattle pasture for 
this purpose. Wearing her nail 
apron and with hammer in 
hand she stopped her fence 
work long enough to greet the 
cowboys and cowgirls. 

A rare sight was the 
picket line with more than 
1 00 horses tied in a row while 
their riders rested and 
refreshed themselves in a Red, 
White, Black and Yellow tent 
provided for their comfort. 

Richard Bowers took 
control of the rest area and 
began by thanking County 
Commissioner Bill Maddox 
and his wife for their sponsor- 
ship of refreshments. He then 
acknowledged the Seminole 
Police Department, Fire and 
Rescue, Ambulance Service 
and Seminole Broadcasting 
for their fine efforts. Next 
came a brief history of the 
cattle drive, Junior Cypress 
for whom it is named and the 
past honorary trail bosses. 
Bowers then introduced this 
year’s trail boss, Jimmy 
Smith. 

Jimmy Smith was 
born in the woods somewhere 
between Ft. Pierce and 
Okeechobee, Fla. 73 years 
ago. His father was the leg- 
endary Morgan Smith who 
drove the Mescalaro Apache 
cattle from Batson to Big 
Cypress and started the cattle 
industry for the Seminoles. 

His mother Julia Billie even- 
tually had her own herd carry- 
ing the Bar5 brand. He 
climbed in the saddle at a 
very early age and learned 
ranching from the bottom up. 

By the time Smith 
was 14 years old, he was on 
his own and seeking jobs to 
support himself. Fike so many 
of the Seminoles of his era, he 
was a day worker on the 
major South Florida ranch- 
es-Collier’s Immokalee 
Ranch, Alico, Fykes Brothers 
and Davis, to name a few. 

It would be modest 
to say that he is a self-made 
man. Despite his 73 years, he 
still owns approximately 75 
head of cattle with the JS 
brand and shares a pasture 
with his nephew Mike Smith, 
and sisters, Jenny Johns 
Garcia and Alice Nunez. 

Smith told the gath- 
ering: “I haven’t been on a 
horse in three years, but I still 
help with the vaccinating, 
worming and working of my 
cows. My sisters are riding 
the horses today but I am rid- 
ing in the chuck wagon. I 
think a lot about the time I 
was nearly run down and 
killed by a cow in my young 
days.” 

Sitting beside his 
wife, Rosie, he talked about 
the alcohol and drugs which 
have become a major setback 
on the reservations. He 
wished to tell our young peo- 
ple that he has been in recov- 
ery for ten years and they 
have been the best years of 
his life. It is never too late to 
become sober and turn your 
life around. 

Chairman Cypress 
thanked Smith for his words 
of wisdom and recalled the 
brave elders who had built the 
Seminole Tribe into what it is 
today. 

“Fast year was a 
scorcher, but we have had a 
great ride on the first half and 
the promise of a wonderful 
second leg of our journey,” he 
said. 

Richard Bowers then 
introduced Vivian “The Texas 
Tornado” Villarreal. Villarreal 
is the sixth-ranked women’s 
pool player in the world. The 
Seminole Tribe of Florida’s 
Seminole Sports Management 
sponsors her. 

Villarreal said: “I 
have proved today that I am 
not a cowgirl, but I have had a 
wonderful time. Since my last 
visit, I have filmed two shows 
and contracted for several 
more. I played the Black 
Widow last night and defeated 
her 7-6 on the pool table.” 

She then told a 
humorous story about 
Chairman Cypress and “the 
Black Widow’s web,” before 
thanking the Seminole Tribe 
for their sponsorship and 
inviting everyone to see the 
competitions being held at the 
Hard Rock in Hollywood. 

Benny Motlow remi- 
nisced about the old days 


Judy Weeks 


Judy Weeks 

Charles Hiers-Billie leads off the trail drive with the Tribal flag. 


Pauletta Bowers holding Savannah Fish. 


Judy Weeks 


Judy Weeks 

Jimmy Smith was a passenger in the chuckwagon during the cattle drive. 


Judy Weeks 

(L-R) Chairman Mitchell Cypress, Alice Sweat, Trail Boss Jimmy Smith, 
Jenny Johns Garcia and Richard Bowers. 




The Seminole Tribune 


15 


April 7, 2006 





when you worked for $10-15 per day and were 
happy to have the money. Finally, it went up to $25 
per day and we thought we had it all. Times were 
hard, but we had families to feed and our pride and 
self-reliance kept us going. 

Richard Bowers introduced Iris Wall of the 
Cracker Horse Association of Florida. Born 76 years 
ago on her family’s ranch near Indiantown, she 
remembered the Seminole day workers and her old 
friend, Betty Mae Jumper. Not too long ago, she had 
a fish fry and the highlight of the day was sitting 
around identifying the old timers in a photo from one 
of the old cattle drives more than 50 years ago. 

She ended by saying: “I am a cowgirl. When 
my husband died, I turned the lumber business over 
to the family and I began to run our ranching opera- 
tions. Cattle runs in the blood of my family. I would 
like to say how proud I was of the Seminole Tribe 
when I attended their recent Veterans’ Day 
Celebration. Their patriotism is something to be hon- 
ored.” 

Moses Jumper confided, “I was sitting 
around the campfire with Paul and Richard Bowers 
one night many years ago and we talked about want- 
ing to preserve the wonderful feeling and memories 
that the cattle drives gave to us. In that setting, the 
Junior Cypress Cattle Drive was born. 

“Every year it has gotten bigger and better. 

It is a pleasure to welcome everyone here and impos- 
sible to thank all the fine people who have made it 
possible. I would however like to mention Benny 
Hernandez. He cares for the livestock and makes 
them available for our use and then attends to them at 
the end of the trail. He has been with us since the 
first drive and I hope will help us with many more to 
come.” 

Moses Jumper is not only a storyteller but 
has published three books of poems. For everyone’s 
delight, he then recited “Indian Cowboy Dreams,” 
which received a round of applause. Jumper talked 
about his mother, the history of horses among the 
Seminoles and his great pride in the warriors who 
have fought in the armed forces to preserve our free- 
dom. 

“Today is a tradition,” he said. “The original 
round ups were done by mosquitoes and horseflies 
around the waterholes. We 
were beat up from all day in 
the brush and weary around 
the campfire at night, but 
none of us would trade our 
memories.” 

Old Florida Cracker 
Storyteller Butch Harrison 
entertained the audience with 
his tales of old Florida and 
told a humorous account 
about an alligator sharing the 
bed of an obnoxious young 
man. Being a Florida native, 
he grew up on the East coast 
and has spent his lifetime as a 
fishing guide, photographer, 
wildlife conservationist and 
storyteller. 

Benny Motlow 
recalled growing up around 
Paul Bowers, who is one of 
his idols. 

“When I was a 
young man, I sure could get 
into trouble,” he said. “Paul 
would shake my hand when I 
was good, and straighten me 
out when I was bad.” 

Pointing at Bowers, 
he said: “When I think of 
Paul, I don’t see the man you 
are looking at now. I remem- 
ber him in his ’72 
Thunderbird pulling a trailer 
with his cowboy hat tipped 
down over his eyes and his 
crooked grin. He had the atti- 
tude and self assurance of 
Steve McQueen’s Junior 
Bonner. I can’t thank Paul 
enough for everything he has 
meant to me.” 

Like all good things 
that have to come to an end, 
the rest stop was over and it 
was time to head’um up and 
move’um out! The second leg 
of the journey brought the 
riders into the Big Cypress 
community where the road- 
side was lined with apprecia- 
tive spectators. At the jour- 
ney’s end was the Junior 
Cypress Rodeo Arena where 
a fantastic barbeque had been 
prepared for the riders 
delight. 

Numerous vendors 
were on hand with souvenirs 
of the day ranging from horse 
tack, clothing, western furni- 
ture, pictures, jewelry, hats, 
toys, blankets and various 
memorabilia. While gathered 
beneath the food tent, the par- 
ticipants offered a continual 
chorus of thank you’s to the 
Seminole Tribe and were 
making plans for next year. 

Before partaking of 
the delicious meal, Joe 
Osceola offered a blessing. 

Osceola is one of the Tribal 
elders, who have been very 
active in the cattle industry 
for many years and have 
made it a family tradition. 

His daughter Janice, 
not only grew up helping 
with his ranching efforts, but 
filmed the cattle drive for 
Seminole Broadcasting. She 
was accompanied all day long 
by his great-granddaughter, 

Ragan Osceola, whose grand- 
father is cattleman Jonah 
Cypress and she is also the 
great-granddaughter of Junior 
Cypress for whom the Cattle 
Drive is named. 

At the end of a long 
day on the trail the Tenth 
Annual Cattle Drive partici- 
pants were treated to a per- 
formance of the Eastern 
Indian Rodeo Association 
(EIRA). 

Arena announcer 
Wendell Cooper of 


Okeechobee, Fla. was assisted during the evening’s 
production by Council Delegate for the Crow Nation 
Dale Oldham. Oldham has a distinctive, deep, clear 
voice which has placed him in popular demand as an 
announcer since 1969. In the past he has spent 50 of 
the 52 weekends in a single year announcing rodeos, 
pow-wows, horse races and boxing events. 

Oldham’s accomplishments don’t end here. 


He has been a college professor since 1971 teaching 
Native American studies. Retiring in 2005, he took 
the position of Crow Tribal historical preservation 
officer and reduced his public appearances to approx- 
imately 20 events per year. 

The Junior Eastern Indian Rodeo got under- 
way at 6 p.m. with a generous crowd in the bleaches. 
The clown offered his encouragement to the young- 


Indian Cowboy Dreams 

A tribute to Morgan Smith , one of the Seminole 
Tribes First Indian Cowboys 
As a young boy I stood in awe, as I watched 
these rugged men of old 

They were dark with their jet black hair, topped 
with “ole Stetson hats,” and 
faces that were bold! 

Their jeans were worn as were the faded long 
sleeve shirts they wore with pride. . . 

The boots, the spurs, they had it all, even to the 
horses they would ride. . . 

I knew these men before I’d heard of Gene, 
Roy, and Wayne, 

I didn’t know these movie cowboys stood for a 
way of life that would cause our people so 
much pain! 

The Indian Cowboys I knew were for real! And 
something told me, that’s what I needed to be, 
Big Morgan Smith cracking the whip, and rid- 
ing along with old Samson Dixie. . . 

Those were the days of the big roundups, the 
family feast and the long cattle run, 

There were no one day shows or being late, 
and you stayed til the work was done! 

I would spend the nights at the Morgan’s Camp 
lying under the ole tin roof while having my 
Indian Cowboy Dreams, 

Awakening to the sounds of the squeaky old 
army saddles and feeling the coolness of the 
morning fog as the men would have that 
important coffee and cream. . . 

I loved it all and for a boy of nine, it was all I 
wanted to be, 


The wet season, the hanging moss, the Big 
Cypress Swamp it was a place where a young 
boy could really be free! 

The names are etched in my mind of these 
Indian Cowboys of yesteryear: 

Charlie Micco, Naha Tiger, Josiah Johns, true 
cattlemen who knew no fear! 

Braided bull whips, Mexican spurs, and high in 
the deep seated saddle they sat, 

These wee “ real men ” from the tip of their boot 
to the top of their “Tom Mix Hat”. . . 

I would play in the “Ole Red Bam”, and wait 
as the bullets in my toy gun I would load, 

I would listen and from far off I could hear the 
horse’s hooves, as they walked on the shell 
rock road... 

These men stood for a way of life that I’m sure 
once again, we would all like to see, 

Good Cow Dogs, Cracker Cattle, a good horse 
and the glades where a man could really be 
free... 

These men were my Heroes, and their names 
you won’t hear on TV, 

But to those of us who remember, their names 
will always be a part of our history. . . 

And as long as there is a horse to ride, a steer 
to rope, and a bunch of good dogs that work as 
a team, 

I’ll remember back to those days when as a 
boy, I slept under the “Ole Tin Roof,” as these 
men rode tall in my Indian Cowboy Dreams ... 
— Moses Jumper Jr. 
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Cattle begin the 12 mile drive from the West Boundary Road to the 
Junior Cypress Arena. 


And away they go! 


Moses Jumper introducing Bruce Pratt of the Hollywood Chickee 
Church. 
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(L-R) Vivian Villarreal, Curtis Weeks, Adriane Cypress and Ayze Henry 
wait for the cattle release at the pens. 
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George and Sally Billie joined the cowboys and cowgirls for breakfast at 
the Swampwater Cafe. 
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The magnificent three (L-R): 
and Richard Bowers. 
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Chairman Mitchell Cypress, Benny Motlow, 


Jenny Johns Garcia and Benny Motlow 


sters by making wagers with them on the results. 

Sarah Descheene got a good grip on her 
sheep and made it all the way down the area before 
being dislodged after her mount went airborne. As 
always the mutton bustin’ was a favorite with the fol- 
lowing results: l.Ahnee Jumper, 2. Sarah Descheene, 
3. Danny Rodriguez, 4. Kirkland Boney. 

The wild pony and bareback competition 
found the youngsters on some very nasty critters. J.J. 
Johns’ white pony was full of the devil and was not 
satisfied with bucking him off, but kicked him after 
he hit the ground. Pony riding results are: l.Josh 
Johns, 2. Austin Holmes; Junior bareback: 1. Ethan 
Arnold. 

There were an abundance of entries in calf 
riding and some very energetic rough stock. Michael 
Garcia didn’t just get bucked off, but did a double 
somersault as he hit the ground. Kelton Smedley had 
an excellent ride with a 3.16 score, followed by Jobe 
Johns and Blevins Jumper. 

There were several tense moments in the 
steer riding when Cody Motlow got hung up and 
dragged into the fence, but you can’t keep a good 
man down and he eventually walked away unharmed 
and sporting a first place position. 

Josh Johns took second and Andrew Holmes 
was third. Andre Jumpers steer bucked so hard it tore 
his chaps off. Zane Ducheneaux had a fantastic ride 
and ended by throwing his hat in the air. 
Unfortunately, Ducheneaux ’s hand had touched the 
bull half way down the arena and caused a disqualifi- 
cation, but it still will be a ride to remember. 

The junior bulls gave Ethan Gopher, Justin 
Aldridge and Seth Randolph a run for their money. 
One bull went to bucking in the chute and another 
wouldn’t react for a good ride resulting in a second 
shot for the contestant. Seth Randolph took first and 
Ethan Gopher was second. 

Four to eight year old barrels finished with 
the following scores: l.Kalgary Johns, 2. Jobe Johns, 
3.Ahnee Jumper, 4. Cyrus Smedley. 

There were a number of beginners on lead 
line with their moms and siblings running the pat- 
terns for them. Rayvan King, son of Ray and Jody 
King, did his debut appearance by himself on a white 
pony. Although the animal refused to cooperate, King 
stuck with him and not only 
rode the length of the arena, 
but stayed on board when the 
pony raced out of the arena. 
That pony didn’t know what 
kind of a tough hombre he 
was messing with. 

Nine to 12 year old 
barrels had one buck off and 
two broken patterns, but four 
riders came home with the 
money. Results: l.Nauthkee 
Henry, 2.Acealyn 
Youngblood, 3. Adrianne 
Cypress, 4.Regan Tigertail. 

There was a big sur- 
prise in the 13 to 18 year old 
barrels when Rebecca 
Osceola blew everyone’s 
doors off with an 18.215 and 
took first place. Osceola has 
been practicing a lot and 
entered a few barrel races, but 
would have to be considered a 
novice. However, her March 
25 ride was spectacular and 
made her want to practice all 
the more. She had very stiff 
competition from Janae 
Braswell and Taylor Johns 
who were hot on her heels. 

It was a rough night 
in the junior breakaway with 
the animals winning in many 
cases. With six entries, the 
only perfect catch was Dalton 
Berry with a 50.2 score. 

The legends break- 
away brought three elders 
success: 1. Amos Tiger, 
2.Parker Jones and 3. Norman 
Johns. 

The special attraction 
for the evening was Sid 
McFarland and his son Trent. 
Hailing from Montgomery, 
Ala., Sid has 36 years of 
rodeo under his belt, while 
Trent has been clowning pro- 
fessionally for 13 years. 

During Sid’s career, 
he has appeared in rodeos 
from Madison Square Garden 
in New York, N.Y. to the Cow 
Palace in San Francisco, 

Calif. From north to south, he 
has played Canada to 
Nicaragua. Moving for a time 
to Cody, Wyoming, to be 
more centrally located on the 
rodeo circuit, he eventually 
returned home to Alabama. 

Sid McFarland was- 
n’t always a clown. He has 
competed in bareback, bulls 
and steer wrestling and can 
boast of a combined time in 
casts of over two-and-a-half 
years. A firefighter by trade 
he has one more year to 
retirement and then plans not 
to let a day job get in the way 
of his rodeo clowning. His 
son Trent is a registered nurse 
and looks forward to a long 
career in the medical field 
before he can make rodeo a 
full time proposition. 

The sanctioned 

evening performance included 
bareback, saddle bronc, and 
bulls with favorites Shawn 
Best, Freddie Warbonnet and 
Greg Louis taking top honors. 
Greg Louis walked off with 
the money in the steer 
wrestling while Alfonzo 
Tigertail, Cort Herrera and 
Hilliard Gopher excelled in 
the calf roping. 

In the women’s 
events the results were as fol- 
lows: Breakaway: 1. Mindy 
Fish, 2. Clarissa Bowers, 3. 
Leanna Billie; Barrels: 1. 
Boogie Jumper, 2. Sheyanna 
Osceola, 3. Clarissa Bowers, 

4. Perrie Whidden, 5. Lisa 
Osceola. 


Judy Weeks 
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40th Annual Howard Tiger 
Memorial Basketball Tournament 


Youth Play in Adult Howard Tiger 
Memorial Tournament 



By Tony Heard 

HOLLYWOOD — The longest 
running memorial tournament around is the 
Annual Howard Tiger Tournament. Honoring 
the individual who played and brought focus 
to many of the sports played on all the reser- 
vations today, is something everyone looks 
forward to each year. 

This year the tournament was held 
on the March 9-11 for the legends and 
adults. The youth would play the following 
weekend in honor of Howard Tiger. This 
illustrious basketball tournament consists of 
three different age groups legends, adults, 
and youth. The legends division consists of 
the elders who paved the way for all of us. 

They round up able bodies who still 
get up and down the court to compete for a 
few friendly games. It is always a joy watch- 
ing the elders compete and have a good time 
playing this wonderful game. The women’s 
side of the legends was a bit limited this year 
and the men were hard to find also. Through 
word of mouth and a few phone calls the men 
rounded up enough to have a game. 

It was back and forth for most of the game, 
then a couple steals, and a couple three point shots 
went down and the lead opened up for the home team. 
The teams were mixed and matched with people from 
different reservations, and a couple employees were 
asked to join in on the fun. In the end, everyone had a 
great time and the elders gave us a good basketball 
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Aaron Billie shooting over John Billie in the Howard Tiger 
Legends Tournament. 


lead. 

The guys from Str8 Ballin had other plans 
though. Committing fouls to stop the clock and using 
their timeouts wisely, the guys from Str8 Ballin gave 
themselves a chance to steal the win from the Trail 
Kings. Although the Trail Kings missed a few 
freethrows and was not getting stops they still had the 
game in hand. 
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Chris Osceola protects ball from the defense. 


game to watch. 

The next group to hit the hardwood was the 
adults. Due to the other activities and families not 
being in town, March 1 1 is the day all the action 
kicked off. The teams topped off with five men’s 
teams and four women’s teams. 

The Lady Sem Rec team started the day off 
with a overwhelming win over the Contenders. The 


press and youthful legs of the Sem Rec team was sim- 
ply too much for the Contenders to handle. The Sem 
Rec men’s team then captured a win in the next match 
up. 

The game began sluggish and a bit sloppy in 
the beginning, but both 
teams woke up and the 
game became more 
interesting. With three- 
pointers raining from 
everywhere and intense 
defense being applied, 
the Sem Rec team ran 
away with the victory in 
convincing fashion. 

The action con- 
tinued all day with good 
games from the men and 
women. But perhaps the 
most exciting game of 
the day was the Trail 
Kings and Str8 Ballin 
match up that took 
place. The game was 
back and forth with big 
offensive runs by both 
squads. With a minute to 
go Trail Kings looked as 
if they had the win in 
the bag with a five point 


The strategy 
worked for Str8 Ballin 
and with 0.4 seconds 
remaining they had the 
ball out of bounds near 
their basket. The pass 
was thrown in tipped 
and then caught in the 
air by Pete Osceola 
near the foul line, not 
looking at the basket 
he tossed the ball over 
his head as the horn 
sounded. 

The ball 

soared toward the rim 
as the gym got silent 
for a split second; 
bank, swish and every- 
body in the building 
was going crazy. It 
went in and the referee 
signaled that the basket 
was indeed good. Trail 
Kings protested and 
talked to the officials, 
and for good reason 
considering the amount 
of time that was left on 
the clock. 

The discus- 
sion took place for about 10 minutes with clock keep- 
ers, and tournament directors. But in the end the call 
stood and the basket counted. The end of this game 
was exciting and it was a shame one of those teams 
had to lose. There was good sportsmanship showed by 
the Trail Kings when they heard of the decision. 
Although the game was highly competitive everyone 
knew we were here to honor Howard Tiger and 

remembered that by showing 
class in defeat. 

The women’s side of 
the bracket were exciting also 
with Sem Rec Matching up 
against Sundown in the finals. 
The Sundown ladies were a bit 
short handed but still put up a 
fight and competed to try and 
capture the victory. 

The Sem Rec team 
was determined to utilize their 
strengths on defense and in 
transition to make sure they did 
not fall short in the champi- 
onship game. They followed 
the game plan of pushing the 
ball up the court and a full 
court press that gave them the 
edge over the Sundown ladies. 
The Sem Rec ladies ending up 
being crowned the champions 
of the 40th Annual Howard 
Tiger Basketball Tournament. 

The match up for the 
men in the championship game 
was the Sem Rec team versus 
the Str8 Ballin guys. The game 
was pretty nip and tuck the 
entire game until about 10 min- 
utes to go and the Sem Rec 
team got a few defensive stops 
and hit some big shots to put a 
damper on their opponents. 

The lead climbed and 
the Sem Rec team continued to 
put the pressure on the guys from Str8 Ballin, just to 
insure there would be no last second heroics. The 
game ended and the champions were crowned. Sem 
Rec had captured the win but saluted the efforts of the 
young guys competing against them. 







By Tony Heard 

HOLLYWOOD — The adults had their time 
to shine and now it was time for the real die hard 
bailers to step on the court and strut their stuff. The 
youth tournament was exciting and entertaining as 
ever this time 
around. Everyone 
who came to play 
and have a good 
time did just that. 

The seven 
and under group 
was ready to go as 
soon as they 
stepped on to the 
court. It was easy to 
see that all the kids 
have been working 
on their skills and 
improving. The 
score and team play 
was a great example 
of that. With Big 
Cypress and Sem 
Rec 1 meeting up in 
the final game the 
heat was on. 

Diving on 

the floor, hard fouls, 
big rebounds, and 
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Adult Straight Ballin v proudly brings home the 2nd 
place trop hy. 


The 14 and under girls championship came 
down to the Lady Seminoles and Brighton. Coming 
from the loser’s bracket the Lady Seminoles were 
determined to not let this game slip away. Brighton 
got a few come from behind wins to advance to the 

championship game 
and was also looking 
to go all out to take 
home the champi- 
onship trophy. The 
game ended the 
same way it began, 
intense! 

The young 
ladies that were on 
the court playing 
this wonderful game 
were giving it their 
all and each player 
was doing every- 
thing in their power 
to make sure their 
team was the vic- 
tors. Both teams 
gave their all and it 
was a shame one of 
them had to suffer a 
defeat. 

Although 
neither team was 
completely in con- 
trol, the Lady Seminoles had the edge with just a few 
minutes to go and played smart and got a few key 
defensive stops to lock up the win. Brighton gave a 
supreme effort but ended up falling a little short. The 
way these young ladies compete this will be an 
intense match up 
every time they 
meet. 

The 14 
and under boys 
championship 
game was 
between Brighton 
and Big Cypress. 

Being these were 
the only two 
teams in this age 
division they 
played a best out 
of three series. 

Brighton won the 
first game by 
simply making 
shot when it mat- 
tered and playing 
tough defense. 

But the next game 
was won by B.C. 
which created a 
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Lady Seminoles win with their dominating defense. 
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Moses Billie gets a good shot 
under the basket but fell short 
in the Semi-Final men’s game. 




even some good 
passes were all on 
display. The young- 
sters from B.C. 
were a little more 
fine tuned and was 
able to put the ball 
in the hole a few 
more times than the 
Sem Rec team. In 
this age group all 
the participants are 
winners and it was 
just great to see 
them out there play- 
ing hard and having 
fun. 

The 10 and 
under brackets were 
competitive and full 
of action. The 
Brighton team faced 
the Sem Rec 2 team 
in the semi-finals 
and gave them a good game. The Sem Rec team had a 
few more kids that were an impact on the game and 


tie breaker match up and 
that everybody was ready 
for. 

Big Cypress 

jumped out to a nice lead 
and then Brighton went on 
a run to close the deficit 
with just under three min- 
utes to play. Big Cypress 
then began to execute and 
tighten up on the defen- 
sive end. Brighton gave a 
great effort but could not 
get over the hump and 
pull out the come-from- 
behind win. The 1 7 and 
under boys had the same 
scenario only having two 
teams in the age division. 

But the Str8 
Ballin guys from 
Hollywood pulled their 
forces together in a close 
championship game and were crowned the champions. 
The game had many excited points and tons of talent 
that were being showcased. This is 
another rivalry in the making and 
both teams will be ready for the 
challenge every time. 

The 1 7 and under girls 
were the Lady Seminoles older 
group split up into two teams. The 
teams were fairly even and the girls 
were competing, biting, scratching, 
laughing, fouling and pushing like 
they were not team mates. It was 
good to see them competing so hard 
against each other trying to make 
each other better. 

They were all winners 
because they played hard, had fun, 
and showed sportsmanship. But in 
the end the Lady Seminoles 1 team 
came away with the slight moral 
victory and claimed the champi- 
onship. It was all laughs and good 
time when the final horn sounded, 
but I know all the kids had a great 
time throughout the tournament and 
look forward to the next one. 


Tony Heard 

Lady Seminoles take the championship in the women’s adult tourna- 
ment. 


Tony Heard 

Joseph Osceola shoots the jumper inside the paint in 
championship game. 


ended up coming away with the win to 
move on to the finals against the talented 
Big Cypress squad. 

The championship game was 
being controlled by B.C. with transition 
baskets and a trapping defense. Big 
Cypress had a big lead until about six 
minutes to go and then the Sem Rec team 
came storming back behind a full team 
effort. 

Everyone who was on the floor 
contributed in getting their team back in 
the game. Unfortunately, when the final 
horn sounded the comeback fell short and 
Big Cypress hung on to claim the much 
deserving win. Both teams fought hard 
and wanted to win badly, but the team 
from Big Cypress was the better team on 
that day and did what it took to win. They 
played as a team and more importantly, 
played with passion and had fun. 



Tony Heard 


3rd place Moses’s Team. 
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ESSENTIAL APOTHECARY 



VISIT OUR BOOTH AT THE: 
Miccosukee Tribe Arts Festival 
Dec. 26th, 2005 ■ Jan. 1st, 2006 



*HERB OF THE MONTH* 






Lavender Class 

Learn hew to use Lavender for 
Aromatherapy ■ Lavender as Food 
Home 8 Personal care products 


-fe * 


ORGAN 1C TEA HOUSE 

**“ *— «nne Tea and a Healthy Snack Any Time** 

Organic Cooking Classes*** Mention this A< 

Learn to Make your own Soap, just $ 5.00 complimentary sample u. 
Please Call to make Reservations for any of the Classes California White Sage. 


1.800-551-5009 


ESSENTIAL OILS a AROMATHERAPY 4 HERBS - EDUCATION 
ORGANIC TEA - MASSAGE OIL - SALVES * CLAY ■ SOAP 
CANDLES * PERSONAL CARE PRODUCTS - HOME & OFFICE 
C LEAN ERS - Gl FTS ■ BOOKS ■ CON S ULTATI 0 NS 
ENVIRONMENTAL MISTING 


Certified Organic* 
Chamomile 
is revered 
for it’s Calming 
Properties. 
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£ 
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12226 SW 8th Street 
Miami, FL 33184 
Ph: 305.551 .5009 
Fax: 305.551,5690 

www.essentialapothecary.com 


Give the Gift of Healthy living 
to the ones you love. 

We offer a huge array of 
All Natural Products. 
‘GIFT BASKETS AVAILABLE* 
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* RezDog 

Continued from page 1 


Felix DoBosz 

The 12 calendar models pose together outside the Seminole Hard 
Rock Hotel and Casino in Hollywood. 


Native American women facing 
breast cancer. 

A portion of the proceeds 
from calendar sales will go toward 
the Native American Cancer 
Research Corporation. 

Being the first and only all- 
Indian swimsuit calendar of its kind 
produced, there are obstacles, 
according to RezDog owners and 
calendar producers, Mary and Keith 
DeHaas. 

“Were trying to breakdown 
some of those stereotypical barriers 
still out there,” said Mary DeHaas. 

“We are not just buckskin wearing 
maidens.” 

As the first American Indian 
family owned and operated federally- 
trademarked company in the U.S., 
making a difference is important. 

“As an Indian owned and 
operated venture, we feel it is time 
for us to step up and take care of our 
own. . .’’said Keith DeHaas. 

The financial issues 
involved are another obstacle, as 
well. At a cost of $40,000 annually 
for expenses, raising the funds to 
develop such a project each year can 
be difficult. The Seminole Tribe of Florida has made a 
difference as one this year’s sponsors. 

The final outcome is worth it in the end 
though, according to Mary DeHaas. 

“I really enjoy the creative process, of start- 
ing out by finding, and selecting the 12 girls, it’s so 
exciting. . . There is an absolute joy in featuring Indian 
women in a mainstream way.” 

The Hard Rock Hotel & Casino was selected 
as this year’s location for its great appeal and popular- 
ity. 

“It showcases the girls in an interesting set- 
ting,” Mary DeHaas said. “We chose places which 
have a significant Indian quality to them.” 


One of the chosen 12 who debuted in her first 
professional shoot was Seminole member and 
Hollywood native, Key ah Osceola, 19. She says she is 
glad to be representing her reservation and the com- 
munity. 

“I feel really, really lucky,” Osceola said. 

“It’s actually a big honor to be doing this, I am actual- 
ly the first Seminole, and I’m especially proud.” 

Having the support of her family and friends 
is a high priority from a tradition standpoint as well. 

“My grandparents are big on tradition and 
they’re proud of me.” 

Osceola is of the Panther clan and was dis- 
covered by Mary DeHaas at a pow-wow at the Hard 
Rock. Her plans are to attend Florida 
State University and major in architec- 
ture or clothing and design of wedding 
dresses. 

The idea and emotions behind 
the calendar come from overcoming 
personal misfortune and tragedy in the 
DeHaas household. The mother of 
Mary DeHaas, Edna Boardman, is a 
cancer survivor. RezDog co-owner and 
husband, Keith DeHaas lost his mother, 
Rita Ann McLaughlin, the 1955 Miss 
Indian America, to cancer in 1987. 

With these hardships, along 
with constant requests for a calendar, 
and the desire to help and sponsor 
Native American women interested in 
modeling and entertainment careers, 
the calendar was bom. Each year’s edi- 
tion has since then been dedicated in 
Rita’s honor and memory. 

Beginning in May, fans and 
supporters can pick up their copy of the 
calendar or video at any Native 
American gift shop nationwide or at 
www.RezDog.com. 


Chris Jenkins 

Keyah Osceola gives a smile for the cameras as she models her 
father’s custom chopper 





GUUKMFT riFI I^H'ra...rfHJRMFT RA5KFTS AND GfXinHFS 

Ir LORAL IAPRLSSIONS IRiSH I LOWLRS 

INnUl.GFNCF BODY CARF PRODUCTS 

FKLUEUUS MOW LN I HAHV AND MUM PKOUUL'IS 

WITH SYMPATHY,™. „ FIORAk f GOURMFT 

MOVING IN_ .WFFCOMF GIFTS 

YOUR BUSINESS IMAGL. COSPORATL GIFTS 

ir 


Your Area's #1 Gift Basket A 
Floral Connection Sine 


Gourmet And Specialty Gifts 


Lntaf Un’-hvtiry I o 
Urowtiid & Dtidc" Cu-unLy 
Whei SRrvirp-. Ws Kip Anywhere* In The USA 
LtisL MirmU: OiJues. All Mtijoi CrcdiL C-aftE 


954 - 921-6200 
2701 Hollywood Blvd, 
Hollywood, FL 

www . h ooraystromho E lywood.com 



Gourmet Gift Baskets 
And Goodies 







Future 


Any Home theater, plasma, or standard fiat 

WAWAWA^AWAWAAVJV^WAWAMAV^V^■^WAWAW/^V^WAWAWA^AWAWA■ 

screen. 


WE DO IT ALL! 




Technologies 

Installing the 









We specialize in designing, customizing and providing tap of the line 
technology in Audio & Video electronics including a division dedicated to 
Security and Surveiliance equipment for your home and business, 

361? North State Road 7/ Hollywood, FL 33021 
(954) 893-9106 / Fax: (954) 893-9107 


WE PROVIDE IN HOME SURVEYS 

WE COME TO YOU: BIG CYPRESS, HOLLYWOOD, BRIGHTON, IMMOKALEEAND FT. PIERCE 
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NAMMYs Launches National Voting, Invites 
Media to Participate in Nomination Process 

Awards Show Presented By Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino 
Nominees to be Announced April 15 


Submitted by NAMMYs 

The Eighth Annual Native American Music 
Awards, or NAMMYS, has commenced the nomina- 
tion selection process with the launch of its national 
voting campaign. More than 150 national recordings 
were submitted for nomination consideration and are 
now featured on the NAMMYS’ website, www.nam- 
mys.com, where registered advisory board members 
can listen to select music tracks from each recording 
before casting their vote. 

The NAMMYS, in cooperation with Digital 
Endeavors, are issuing complimentary memberships to 
national and local media interested in participating in 
the nomination selection process. For further informa- 
tion, contact Nammys@aol.com. 

With native roots from Alaska to New 
Zealand, more than 30 awards categories display the 
depth and diversity of this year’s growing Native 
American music scene. Awards categories include: 
Best Rock/Pop Recording, Jazz/Blues Recording, 
Gospel/Christian Recording, Instrumental Recording, 
Traditional Recording, Pow Wow Recording, Rap/Hip 


Hop Recording, and Spoken Word among others. 

The voting deadline, for both paper ballots 
and website votes is April 1. Nominees will be 
announced by April 15. An estimated one million peo- 
ple are expected to participate in the national voting 
process upon its completion in June. 

The NAMMYS, which USA Today urged, “to 
take seriously” and Indian Country Today has called 
“Awesome & Incredible” promises to deliver another 
magical evening of pride and musical excellence this 
year. The Native American Music Awards has been 
acclaimed for having “all the professionalism and pro- 
duction values of much larger events like the Grammy 
Awards and the American Music Awards,” according 
to the American Federation of Radio Television 
Artists. 

The Eighth Annual Native American Music 
Awards is scheduled to return to the Seminole Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino in Hollywood, Fla. on June 8. 
Visit www.seminolehardrockhollywood.com or 
www.Nammys.com for more information. 



DR. RICHARD A, NORMAN 


EXPERT EYE EXAMS 
CONTACT LENSES 

We Carry 

Most Designer Frames 
Such As: 

Cazal * Caviar * Christian Dior 
Prada * Versace * Versus * CK 
Burberry * Liz Claiborne 
Ralph Lauren • And Many More... 

Friendly, Courtlous 6 Knowledgeable Staff 

Same location for over ££ years 

We Accept Seminole Tribe Referrals S Many Insurances 


n ivenaitsy Dr. 


On ths corner or QrErfEn Hd. & Untveratv Dr. 
In tha Publlx Sopping Plaza 






HZZZ LLl 
LLC_ OUT Uli^jrL-W- 
nr= £?j-jirTVis4 certified, 
pfrierived it rut imttred \o 
bru, j _«■ ju lLu. UllL jiuabjLjj 
iR&TiEclSnns. 

pmvirti flirnm' 
.11 xlL id' YUMJ LLJJJll* 

irniL v-l Shy*. pnilb-u-KJiiiL, 
inj pricers an. ^LalU 

Chjsf-SpfciTt, r I C 

JU±pjVLUJ!: LiiU mClIibilL 

cmiL-irlji^-. in Lhu^ pmlba- 
iSrfe-l nr^nnjjntiiirK: 

i n i" 

Horae IrupcvtcrE : 

* I nli_ - ituLiuOi] A of 
Mi i it M.nnajjfiirnt:i iL 

* RnLlbnnl Rifely 

Board 

Di-^arlmertt of HzaJili 
LifrliliLd Rjiiiiii EiLnIai- 
nun* 


Wr provide you wilb. ulL yervices nceiftsS it> pi 
huiiil u| m i aik y<nu Iwilic rtf Lill-uciCAS. TliZffZ Ifidud: 
lU'biilt'ttiirtl tm'pwiwiis- 
Commercial inspection* 

Can sir jjl tfmn mtMuinrmg 
Stt.dd ,V urvqtmgriSa mpii tit; 

Rtulmi iieMiag 
Thermal Imaging 
fitzuraitee mspectfuNX 
FH A/V4 UenifleaHanx 


f.hicf-Spttt, LLf.' 
iti&pccfc; 

L latn.' SlTouti-El lira m 

JumJariunL- 

DtW-riLTS 

I:. un finnfTi rinL Z LtiY.' 

Il 

HlumtiTnE systems 
1 1 VAC rTvslcmt 
DKlriLal iv-ilmn; 

Ttol Szul 
P tmursail appLianLiY 

JrpipbKVTi 

AlllVI V^flrru^.^ iiiiii'li 
im ire! 


“Pro fe&tirtg yo ur f amity and investment white bringing 
Vi? u closer to home! n 

•SicL^le-IkniDv - Multi-femilv * Itownbomcs* l>nplc;x^ 

■ CundiKi * Wunrhutises' Coiuuuirtki buildings - Ma rc.rt linmes 



dmor 



Great News For All Triral 
Memrers and Employees: 



SAVE $ 1 

one 

1 A 0R ( 

UP TO I 
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i 


/to APR ON 
FINANCING ALL 


BRANDS! 


Hd Morse Sawgrass AuLo Mall is now offering all Seminole 
tribal members and employees really great deals! Thais right, 
all tribe in embers and employees, including everyone who 


works at l he Seminole Hard Rock Casino, can now gel huge 
savings and all financing incentives for which they Qualify on 
five CiM brands of new vehicles and over 1 "50 used vehicles. 


YOUR m HEADQUARTERS 



CHEVROLET V PONTIAC BUICK 


THE NEW 2006 MODELS ARE HERE - HURRY FOR BIG SAVINGS! 


14401 W. Sunrise Blvd., Sunrise 

On Sunrise Blvd. jjust Bast el Sewgross Expwy 

PLEASE CALL TOLL-FREE 

1 - 888 - 800-8048 

SALES HOURS: Mon Fii 9om -9pm, 

Sot 9am-6pm. Sun 12 6pm 

SERVICE HOURS: 

Mon-Fri 7-ain-6pni x Sol 7am-3|)m 




CHEVROLET - CADILLAC 
PONTIAC • BUICK • GMC 


Mil 



For value 
and service it’s 
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Id Morse, of course! 


CHEVROLET 
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Tribal Leaders and BIA Representatives 

Eastern Region 



BIA Agency Office: Regional Office 

Franklin Keel, Regional Director Eastern 

Regional Office 

Bureau of Indian Affairs 

545 Marriott Dr., Ste 700 

Nashville, TN 37214 

Phone: (615) 564-6700 

Fax: (615) 564-6701 

BIA Agency Office: Choctaw Agency 
Ray Thomas, Field Representative 
Choctaw Agency 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
421 Powell Street 
Philadelphia, MS 39350 
Phone: (601) 656-1521 
Fax: (601) 656-2350 

BIA Agency Office: Eastern Region 
Jorja Calico, Special Education Specialist 
South & Eastern States Education Agency, 
BIA 

545 Marriott Drive, Suite 720 
Nashville, TN 37214 
Phone: (615) 564-6637 
Fax: (615) 564-6631 

BIA Agency Office: Cherokee Agency 
Self-Gov. Compact 

Dean White, Superintendent Cherokee 
Agency 

Bureau of Indian Affairs 

441 North 257 Tsali Blvd 

Cherokee, NC 28719 

Phone: (828) 497-9131 Fax: (828) 497- 

6715 E-mail: 

BIA Agency Office: Seminole Agency 
Self-Gov. Compact: 

Anna Townsend, Superintendent Seminole 
Agency 

Bureau of Indian Affairs 
6100 Hollywood Blvd, Suite 206 
Hollywood, FL 33024 
Phone: (954) 983-1537 
Fax: (954) 983-5018 

BIA Agency Office: Eastern Region 
William Phillips, Chief 
Aroostook Band of Micmacs 
7 Northern Road 
Presque Isle, ME 04769 
Phone: (207) 764-1972 
Fax: (207) 764-7667 

BIA Agency Office: Cherokee Agency 
Life Cent Half Town, Chief 
Cayuga Nation P.O. Box 11 
Versailles, NY 14168 
Phone: (716) 532-4847 
Fax: (716) 532-5417 

BIA Agency Office: Eastern Region 

Kevin Sickey, Chairman 

Coushatta Indian Tribe 

P.O. Box 818 

Elton, LA 70532 

Phone: (337) 584-2261 

Fax: (337) 584-2998 


BIA Agency Office: Eastern Region 

Brenda Commander, Tribal Chief 

Houlton Band of Maliseet Indians 

88 Bell Road 

Littleton, ME 04730 

Phone: (207) 532-0273 

Fax: (207) 532-2660 

E-mail : Tribal-chief@maliseets .com 

BIA Agency Office: Eastern Region 
Gilbert Blue, Chairman Catawba Indian 
Tribe 

996 Avenue of the Nations 
Rock Hill, SC 29730 
Phone: (803) 366-4792 
Fax: (803) 366-0629 
E-mail: Catawbaone@aol.com 

BIA Agency Office: Eastern Region 
Alton D. LeBlanc Jr., Chairman 
Chitimacha Tribe of Louisiana 
P.O. Box 661 
Charenton, LA 70523 
Phone: (337) 923-4973 
Fax: (337) 923-6848 
E-mail: aleblanc@chitimacha.gov 

BIA Agency Office: Cherokee Agency 
Michell Hicks, Principal Chief 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Qualla Boundary 
P.O. Box 455 
Cherokee, NC 28719 
Phone: (828) 497-2771 
Fax: (828) 497-7007 E-mail: 
www. cherokee-nc .com 

BIA Agency Office: Eastern Region 

Christine Norris, Principal Chief 

Jena Band of Choctaw Indians 

P.O. Box 14 

Jena, LA 71342 

Phone: (318) 992-2717 

Fax: (318) 992-8244 

BIA Agency Office: Eastern Region 
Michael J. Thomas, Chairman 
Mashantucket Pequot Tribe 
2 Maths 

Path P.O. Box 3060 
Mashantucket, CT 06338 
Phone: (860) 396-6554 
Fax: (860) 396-6288 E-mail: 
www.mptn.org 

BIA Agency Office: Choctaw Agency 
Phillip Martin, Chief 
Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians 
P.O. Box 6010, Choctaw Branch 
Philadelphia, MS 39350 
Phone: (601) 650-1501 
Fax: (601) 656-1992 
www. choctaw, org 

BIA Agency Office: Eastern Region 
Matthew Thomas, Chief Sachem 
Narragansett Indian Tribe 
P.O. Box 268 


Charlestown, RI 02813 
Phone: (401) 364-1100 
Fax: (401) 364-1104 
E-mail: mattslaw61@hotmaii.com 

BIA Agency Office: Cherokee Agency 

Irving Powless Jr., Chief 

Onondaga Indian Nation 

RR#1, Box 319-B 

Nedrow, NY 13120 

Phone: (315) 492-4210 

Fax: (315) 469-1725 

BIA Agency Office: Eastern Region 
Billy Cypress, Chairman 
Miccosukee Indian Tribe 
Tamiami Station 
P.O. Box 440021 
Miami, FL 33144 
Phone: (305) 223-8380 
Fax: (305) 223-1011 

BIA Agency Office: Eastern Region 

Bruce Bozsum, Chairman 

Mohegan Indian Tribe 

5 Crow Hill Road 

Uncasvilie, CT 06382 

Phone: (860) 862-6100 

Fax: (860) 862-6153 

E-mail: ctodd@moheganmail.com 

www.mohegan.nsn.us 

BIA Agency Office: Cherokee Agency 

Ray Halbritter, Nation Representative 

Oneida Indian Nation 

5218 Patrick Road 

Verona, NY 13478 

Phone: (315) 361-7633 

Fax: (315) 361-7619 

E-mail: sbarbano@oneida-na6on.org 

www.oneida-nation.net 

BIA Agency Office: Eastern Region 

Robert Newell, Governor 

Passamaquoddy Tribe-Indian Township 

Reservation 

P.O. Box 301 

Princeton, ME 04668 

Phone: (207) 796-2301 

Fax: (207) 796-5256 

E-mail: www.peopleofthedawn.com 

BIA Agency Office: Eastern Region 

Mark Altvater, Governor 

Passamaquoddy Tribe-Pleasant Point 

Reservation 

P.O. Box 343 

Perry, ME 04667 

Phone:(207) 853-2600 

Fax: (207) 853-6039 

E-mail: rickd@wabanaki.com 

www.wabanaki.com 

BIA Agency Office: Eastern Region 
Fred L. McGhee, Chairman 
Poarch Band of Creek Indians 
5811 Jack Springs Road 
Atmore, AL 36502 
Phone: (251) 368-9136 


Fax: (251) 368-1026 
E-mail: sdelmar@poarchcreekindians- 
nsn.gov 

http ://www.narf. org/nill/codestpoarch- 
code/poarchcodetoc.htm 

BIA Agency Office: Seminole Agency 

Mitchell Cypress, Chairman 

Seminole Indian Tribe 

6300 Stirling Road Hollywood, FL 33024 

Phone: (954) 966-6300 

Fax: (954) 967-3463 

http://www.seminoletribe.com/ 

BIA Agency Office: Cherokee Agency 

Emerson Webster, Chief 

Tonawanda Band of Seneca 

7027 Meadville Road 

Basom, NY 14013 

Phone: (716) 542-4244 

Fax: (716) 542-4244 

BIA Agency Office: Eastern Region 
James Sappier, Chief 
Penobscot Indian Nation 
12 Wabanaki Way 

Indian Island, Old Town, ME 04468 
Phone: (207) 827-7776 
Fax: (207) 827-6042 
E-mail: BkimballQPenobscotnabon.org 

BIA Agency Office: Cherokee Agency 

James W. Ransom, Chief 

St. Regis Band of Mohawk Indians 

412 State Route 37 

Akwesasne, NY 13655 

Phone: (518) 358-2272 

Fax: (518) 358-4519 

E-mail: POT@westelcom.com 


BIA Agency Office: Cherokee Agency 

Barry E. Snyder Sr., President 

Seneca Nation of Indians 

12837 Rte. 438 

Irving, NY 14081 

Phone: (716) 532-4900 

Fax: (716) 532-9132 

http : //www. sni . org / 

BIA Agency Office: Eastern Region 

Earl J. Barbry Sr., Chairman 

Tunica-Biloxi Tribe 

151 Melacon Drive 

P.O. Box 1589 

Marksville, LA 71351 

Phone: (318) 253-9767 

Fax: (318) 253-9791 

E-mail: pat foster@tunica.org 

www.tunica.org 

BIA Agency Office: Cherokee Agency 

Leo R. Henry, Clerk 

Chief Tuscarora Nation 

2006 Mt. Hope Road 

Via: Lewistown, NY 14092 

Phone: (716) 622-7061 

Fax: (716) 297-7355 

BIA Agency Office: Eastern Region 
Donald Widdiss, Chairperson 
Wampanoag Tribe of Gay Head 
1 Aquinnah 20 Black Brook Road 
Aquinnah, MA 02535-1546 
Phone: (508) 645-9265 
Fax: (508) 645-3790 
E-mail: chairprs@wampanoagtribe.net 
www.wampanoagtribe.net 


YYYYYYYYYYYY 

kkkkkkkkkkkk 

IMPORTANT NOTICE: 
Mandatory Animal Registration Drive 


COMMUNITY MEMBERS — BE ADVISED THAT A NEW ANIMAL CONTROL ORDINANCE HAS BEEN 
ENACTED FOR THE SEMINOLE TRIBE OF FLORIDA. THE NEW ORDINANCE WILL GO INTO EF- 
FECT ON APRIL 01, 2006. 

STARTING ON FEBRUARY 15, 2006, THE ST0F HEALTH DEPARTMENT WILL BE SPONSORING 
A REGISTRATION DRIVE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE NEW ANIMAL CONTROL ORDINANCE, 

ALL DOGS AND CATS ON RESERVATION MUST BE REGISTERED BY MAY 15, 2006. 

IN ORDER TO BE IN COMPLIANCE YOU MUST FIRST OBTAIN RABIES VACCINATION THROUGH 
YOUR COUNTY, VETERINARIAN, OR TRIBAL SPONSORED RABIES CLINIC, PLEASE BRING 
PROOF OF RABIES VACCINATION TO THE HEALTH DEPARTMENT NEAREST YOU AND OBTAIN A 
SEMINOLE ANIMAL LICENSE TAG APPLICATION. AFTER SUBMITTING THE COMPLETED APPLI- 
CATION WITH PROOF OF VACCINATION, YOU WILL BE ISSUED A SEMINOLE ANIMAL REGISTRA- 
TION TAG . 

ANIMALS IN NEED OF RABIES VACCINATIONS WILL RECEIVE A VOUCHER FOR THE UPCOMING 
RABIES CLINIC THAT WILL BE OFFERED ONCE A YEAR ON EACH RESERVATION, 

PLEASE BE AWARE THAT ALL UNTAGGED DOGS AND CATS WILL BE PICKED UP BY ANIMAL 
CONTROL. 

THE DRIVE IS TO PROMOTE A SAFER ENVIRONMENT AND IMPROVE QUALITY OF LIFE FOR 
BOTH ANIMALS AND RESIDENTS 


Please contact the Environmental Health Office if you have any questions about this ordinance or 

for more information: 

954-962-2009 ext 126 or 125 




FIRST BANK 

OF INDIANTOWN 

"Serving our communities since i960" 

Your Hometown Bank 
Serving the Seminole Tribe for 9 Years 


You get friendly, personal service, and a full 
range of loan and deposit products, 

including: 

Auto Loans - Home Loans 
Personal and Business Checking, 
Savings, and Certificates of Deposit 

AND - You can bank online, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

www.fhoi.com 


tmiL Conve/j/ent Locations to Serve Vqu 


Main Office 

15588 S.W, Warfield Blvd. 
P.O. Box 365 

Indiantown. Florida 34956 
(772) 597 2161 

Hranch 

2115 fasl Nttrlh P.*rk SItphI 
Okt edlohutt, Murid* 149/2 
(£563) 357 6680 


taim Ul£ branch 

2991 S.W. I Ugh Meadows Avh. 

P.O. Box 545 

Palm City, Florida 34991 

(7725 283 6803 

I jkpfinrt Hr.mrh 
1 213 i Ft 7U I Rli3p p . A 

E rtkEipurt, MomJH .1.5471 
(361) 946 0120 
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Announcements ♦ Ahaaheeke ♦ Nak-ohkerkecetv 


Happy Birthday 



Happy 17th birthday to my 
twins, Adriana and Bianca, on April 7. 

There are moments when all par- 
ents wish that time could just stand still 
and their daughters could stay little girls 
forever. I have known that feeling many 
times. 

When you were growing up and 
wish somehow we’re always be together 
me and my twins. Then almost overnight 
you all changed into fine young beautiful 
ladies who had learned so much and 
grown in every way. But you all will 
always be my little girls. 

When I held the both of you as 
babies, I knew that you girls were special 
now I realize just how special. Somehow 
you girls still continue to amaze me, espe- 
cially by being good mommy’s to your 
sons. I could not be more proud of you 
girls. 

Happy 17th birthday! 

Love always, 

Mom 



We would like to wish our “Little 
Big Man” Jayden a Happy 2nd Birthday 

on April 20. Grandpa and Grandma love 
you so much. 

You have been here just a short 
two years but you have brought us happi- 
ness. Stay strong Little Big Man, because 
you will always be your mommy’s keeper. 
Happy birthday, and many, many 

more. 

Love, 

Grandma Kathy, Grandpa 
Norman, Uncle Lucas 



Happy Birthday Jayden! Other 
people may say happy birthday Jayden, 
but your family says to have a great birth- 
day with lots and lots of love in it. 

You have only been in our lives 
for two years and that’s only a short while 
but you only bring us more and more hap- 
piness in our lives. 

Have a great day on your day, 
happy 2nd birthday. 

Love, 

Auntie Lapee 




Happy birthday to Deila E. 
Harjo who will be 9 years old, Jazmine 
Essence Billie who will be 7 years old and 
Michelle Ann Jimmie who will be 9 years 
old. I love you all very much; smile and 
have fun. 

From your father, 

Markell Billie 


Happy belated birthday 
Carolee Nelson who turned 25 on March 
3 1 . You have been through a lot this past 
year, we hope the best for you and we still 
love you. 

Love, 

Your family 



Melody Negron, accounts 
payable clerk from the Accounting 
department, celebrated a joint baby show- 
er and birthday on March 24., at the 
Hollywood Headquarters. Her co-work- 
ers enjoyed sharing the moment with her. 
Bulletin: March 29, 3:30pm, Jordan 
Matthew was born, 6 lbs., 13oz., congrat- 
ulations to Melody and Ismael Negron. 


Coming Soon. 


I want to wish Eileen F. Cypress 
a happy birthday. Happy birthday Faye! 
We’re not getting older, we’re getting 
wiser! Hope you have a great day and take 
care of yourself. You are in my thoughts 
everyday. 

With lots of love, 

Toongie 



Birthday wishes going out to 
Miss Jewel Alice Frank who will be turn- 
ing 2 years old this April. 

Baby Hooks you have brought so 
much joy and love into our lives this past 
year. Everyday you surprise us with a new 
rendition of yourself that always tickles us. 

There is not a day that goes by 
you haven’t made us laugh and amaze us 
with whatever you learned. You’ll make a 
great big sister! 

We all love you and want you to 
have loads of fun at your party! 

Love forever; Mom (Valerie), 
Pop (Colin), Grandma (Virginia 
Mitchell), Eddie, Jesse, Victor, Shelli 
and Wanda, Grandpa (Michael Frank), 
Winson and family, Myra and kids, Faye 
and family, Bonnie and family, Agnes and 
family, Shirley and family, Great 
Grandpa Wm Mitchell, Jackie and fami- 
ly, Tammie and Ray, Vickie and Bill and 
Grandma Betty. 



Fitness Director Vicky 
Barogiannis received a surprise birth- 
day party from Big Cypress staff fol- 
lowing a youth conference meeting on 
April 15. How old is she? She’s not 
telling. Being fit and staying in shape 
makes you ageless and keeps you 
young at heart! Contact the Fitness 
department for a current class schedule 
or to make an appointment for a per- 
sonal training session. 


In Memoriam 



I would like to say a sincere thank 
you for all the last several months. We 
have been preparing to see our mother, 
grandmother, great-grandmother and great- 
great- grandmother Frances B. Willie 
moved on to be with her savior Jesus 
Christ. 

Throughout this time of hardship, 
my heart was blessed to see our entire fam- 
ily come together. 

Special thanks to the Miccosukee 
Tribe and Dr. Berger and his nursing staff 
for their 24 hour care. 

Also, Chairman Mitchell Cypress, 
President Moses Osceola, Council Rep. 
Max B. Osceola Jr., Council Rep. David 
Cypress, Council Rep. Andrew Bowers and 



Trail Liaison William Osceola; as our lead- 
ers your support is a great tribute to the 
dedication you have for our Tribe. 

A special thank you goes out to 
the First Seminole Baptist church and 
Pastor Paul Buster. Also, Betty Osceola, 
Vivian Osceola, Jo North and Leona 
Tommie Williams; these ladies made sure 
everyone was well taken care of after the 
funeral. 

Last but not least, thank you to all 
the individuals as well as Tribal programs 
for the beautiful flowers you sent to honor 
our mother. 

Thank you all. 

On behalf of my Family, 

Marie Osceola 


In Memory of Barnabas 66 Bamey”Tommie 

November 3 , 1953 — March 4 , 2006 



It is with heavy hearts 
that we say good bye 
We are going to miss 
you very much 
You could always find 
something to laugh 
about 

Your laugh was one of a 
kind and contagious 
Most guys wrestle 
gators with grim con- 
centration 

You would smile and 
laugh in the middle of it 
It is with sadness but 
also with a smile that 
you will be remembered 
We wish you well on 
your journey 


New Kids 




We would like to announce our 
newest edition Armani Otilia Louise 


Torres of the Bird Clan. Born December 
14, 2005, weight 7 pounds 15 ounces and 
19 inches long. Proud parents are Doreen 
Cypress and Christopher Torres. 
Grandparents are David Cypress of the 
Otter Clan and Martha Doctor of the Bird 
Clan. Brother and sisters are Akol, Akira, 
Asiana Billie. 



Lila Osceola and Tony Heard 

would like to announce their newest addi- 
tion, baby Tyla Zelynn Heard was born 
on Saturday, March 18, 2006 at 9:11 a.m., 
weighing 8 pounds and 1 5 ounces, 20 % 
inches long. Her proud grandparents are 
Moses Osceola, Marilyn Ahhaitty, 

Walter and Covetta Heard, big brother 
Bronson and sister Stailee, and uncle 
Blake Osceola. 

The Communications department 
would also like to congratulate the Osceola 
and Heard family for a job well done! She 
is a beauty! 


Behind on your bills? 

Seeking help to become financially stable? 

Look no further, we can Help! 
Thousands available with No Obligations or 
Upfront Fees Attached. 

Call Now! 

1 ( 888 ) 300-8190 
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Chris Jenkins 

Allen Colon 


Tribal Citizen 
Graduates 
from BCC 

By Chris Jenkins 

HOLLYWOOD — It was one of 
those days when all the hard work finally 
paid off. For tribal citizen and panther clan 
member, Allen Colon, graduation day from 
Broward Community College was special, 
as he received his certification as a police 
service aide, March 29. 

As a student in the Broward 
Police Academy, Colon was among 1 9 
others taking that walk into the future, to 
protect and serve. 

The process began with six weeks 
of training from Feb. 20-March 29. Now 
that the hard part is finally over, Colon 
will begin a rotating shift with the 
Immokalee, Hollywood, and Big Cypress 
police departments. According to Colon, 
such a position gives him a foot in the 
door as well as an understanding into 
what law enforcement involves. 

“It’s something I have always 
wanted to do since high school,” he said. 

The decision to pursue his dream 
has been more than 20 years in the mak- 
ing and at age 39, he felt the time was 
right. 

“I decided a year and a half ago 
that I’m going to go for it,” Colon said. 

With all the work and potential 
dangers in law enforcement, Colon feels 
having a solid support system entering in, 
is important. His mother, Rachel Billie, 
along with brother Vincent, sister Kattiria, 
son Joshua and girlfriend Maria continue 
to back him in his pursuits. 

“From family members to law 
enforcement, the support has been super,” 

❖ See SERVICE AIDE, page 15 



Painting By Guy LaBree 

“Sneak Attack” by Guy Labree shows the Mississippi Volunteers scouting the marsh off of Lake Okeechobee. 


Preservation of Okeechobee Battlefield 



See Page 10 For More 
Preservation News 


By Moses Osceola, President 

HOLLYWOOD — On 

April 4, the governor and the state of 
Florida approved the purchase of 
145 acres of land. This land is a por- 
tion of the site where a great battle between Seminoles and 
U.S. soldiers was fought on Christmas Day, 1837 in 
Okeechobee. 

The acquisition of this site caps the efforts of 
many who have dedicated much time and effort towards 
the preservation of this site. I 
would like to thank State 
Representative Richard Machek, 

Shawn Henderson and the 
Friends of the Okeechobee 
Battlefield, Chairman Mitchell 
Cypress, the late Billy L. 

Cypress, Bill Steele, tribal his- 
toric preservation officer, Tribal 
citizens, Dowling Watford, 

Okeechobee city councilman, 
and others who have supported 
this effort. 

The battlefield preserva- 
tion memorializes our Seminole, 

Creek, and other Native 
Americans who fought against 
U.S. forces in order to preserve 
our right to stay in Florida. It 
gives me great pride after hear- 
ing and reading of the ferocity 
and determination of our people 
to defend our land and way of 
life. 

I am both proud and 
honored to be a descendant of 
our ancestors who fought so hard 


for you and me; they accomplished 
their mission because we are still home. 
Today, we carry our ancestor’s efforts in 
the courtrooms and board rooms of 
America. 

I am hopeful that the State of Florida will involve 
our Tribe in its efforts to establish a memorial park that 
will pay tribute to both the Seminole and U.S. warriors. 
Again, many thanks to the state for recognizing the impor- 
tance of preserving this battlefield site. 


Photo Submitted by the President’s Office 

Attorney General of Florida Charlie Crist, Governor Jeb Bush, State 
Representative Richard Machek, Shawn Henderson, Okeechobee City 
Councilman Dowling Watford, Commissioner of Agriculture Charlie Bronson, 
Seminole Tribe Historic Preservation Officer Bill Steele, Chief Financial Officer 
State of Florida Tom Gallagher. 


Tribe Supports New Educational Center at IRCC 



Fori Pierce 
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Judy Weeks 

(L-R) Emma Brown, Jessica Billie, Dr. Edward Massey, Louise Gopher, Sonja Buck, Michele Thomas and President 
Moses Osceola. 


By Emma Brown 

OKEECHOBEE, FL — 

Indian River Community College 
(IRCC) has launched a $2.5 million 
fund-drive to build the Williamson 
Conference and Educational Center 
for economic, community, cultural and 
business development at its Dixon 
Hendry Campus in Okeechobee. The 
new center is being named after long- 
time Okeechobee residents, Frank 
“Sonny” Williamson, and his wife, 
Betty, for their support of the new 
facility. 

On April 13 , The Seminole 


Tribe of Florida presented the college 
with a donation in the amount of 
$50,000 to help support this project. 
IRCC President Dr. Edwin R. Massey 
accepted the check on behalf of the 
college and expressed his deepest grat- 
itude for the continued support shown 
by the Seminole Tribe. 

A portrait of the Education 
Director Louise Gopher, that has been 
mounted on the wall served as the 
backdrop for the presentation. Gopher 
is a graduate from IRCC and went on 
to become one of the “Outstanding 
Alumni” of the school. 


Referring to the portrait, 
Louise said, “I don’t know how old 
this picture is but I vaguely remember 
posing for it. It is great to be a part of 
this organization.” 

This portrait of a young 
Louise in traditional dress will remain 
mounted on the wall at the 
Okeechobee Dixon Hendry campus to 
honor her many years of dedication to 
the school. 

Brighton Council 

Representative Andrew Bowers’ assis- 
tant Michele Thomas attended the 

❖ See IRCC, page 10 


Parade of 
Easter Activities 



Judy Weeks 


Rachel Billie hunting for eggs. 

Preschool , Community, 
Seniors Celebrate 

Story by Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — There was no shortage 
of activities for the celebration of the Easter holiday 
in Immokalee. The Immokalee Preschool, communi- 
ty and seniors all celebrated with respective parties. 

Seniors Easter Party 

The seniors Easter party got under way on 
April 12, with a variety of events. Beginning with 
the ever popular game of Bingo, the participants 
next competed in an Easter bonnet contest and the 
most beautiful and original Easter basket competi- 
tion. 

Judging the events were Seminole Police 
Department officers Laura Herran and Allen Colon, 
who found it hard to make a decision with so many 
fabulous entries. They were grateful that all entries 
remained anonymous until the results were 
announced. 

First place in both the basket and hat con- 
test went to Louise Motlow. The second place bas- 
ket went to Rachel Billie and third was Elaine 
Aguilar. 

The hats were not only humorous, but a 
creation to behold with little floppy ducks, eggs, 
flowers, grass, sequins, bunnies and a multitude of 
unbelievable items in their decor. At the completion 
of the contest, Elaine Aguilar was in the second slot 
and Rachel Billie took third. 

A special thank you goes out to the depart- 
ment staffs, which put a great deal of thought and 
care into the preparation of the prize baskets which 
they donated. In addition to the standard stuffed ani- 
mals, candy and flowers, there were gift cards, per- 
fume, ceramics, jewelry, keepsakes and so much 
more. Each basket proved to be a treasure chest for 
the winner. 

A few of the contributors were: Seminole 
Broadcasting, Recreation, Department of Elders 
Affairs, Library, Seminole Police Department, 
Utilities, Health and the Clinic. Seminole Tribal 
Nutritionist Charlotte Porcaro delighted the gather- 
ing by bringing her blender and creating some very 
healthy and taste pleasing smoothies as refreshments 
during the activities. 

❖ See EASTER, page 36 



Florida National 
Guard Honors 
Seminole Tribe 


Submitted by Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 

BIG CYPRESS — The Tribal Historic 
Preservation Office of the Seminole Tribe of Florida is 
presently working with the Florida National Guard 
(FLARNG) and the National Guard Bureau to develop 
the Integrated Cultural Resources Management Plan 
(ICRMP) for the Guard’s lands in Florida. This is a his- 
toric preservation plan than will determine how the 
FLARNG will treat Native American archaeological 

❖ See MEDALLION, page 5 
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Can you guess who these ladies are? 



Tribal citizens may pick up a 
complimentary copy of the 
2006-January 2007 Seminole Tribal 
calendar at your reservation’s field 
office. 

This year’s calendar features 
the Big Cypress reservation’s Ah-Tah- 
Thi-Ki Museum and Billie Swamp 
Safari. 

All others may purchase cal- 
endars for $ 1 0 by ordering online at 
www.seminoletribe.com/marketplace 
or by calling Darline Buster at (954) 
966-6300, Ext 1266. 



Previous Photo Quiz 


Buffalo Tiger 

John Billie Jr. from the Hollywood 
reservation guessed the first name! 
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Happy Mother’s Day! 


A Message from the Chairman 


A Message from the President/Vice-Chairman 


Today is your day. I hope you will have many moments to 
reflect on how much you are needed and appreciated. A mother’s job 
is not easy. It goes on and on, often without the recognition it 
deserves. That is why Mother’s Day has always been a very important 
day for me. 

I would like to give each and every mother recognition for 
her dedication to her children, family and community. You are the 
backbone of the Seminole people. You are what links us from the past 
to the future. 

Your children hear your words and see the examples you set. 
From you they learn how to be proud, how to be generous and how to 
be a good person. You are critical to the continued health and prosper- 
ity of the Seminole Tribe. I sincerely appreciate each one of you. 

And, to all of those whose mothers have passed, know that 
you are not forgotten. The wisdom, sacrifices and strength of mothers 
live on in each family member. A mother’s love is something we never 
forget. It’s a treasure we always carry with us. 

Sincerely, 

Mitchell Cypress, Chairman 

Seminole Tribe of Florida 


Proverbs 3 1 states that a virtuous woman is 
hard to find and her price is far above rubies and so it is 
with our mothers. Praise God for all mothers because as 
Proverbs 3 1 points out, they are indeed the stalwarts of 
the home. On this Mothers’ Day, I want to thank God 
for my mother who has been every bit what Proverbs 3 1 
says they are. I am sure that you think of your mother in 
the same way. 

On this occasion of Mothers’ Day, I encourage 
each of us to treat our mothers with all the love and 
respect they deserve. Let us honor our mothers always, 
not just on Mothers’ Day. Give your mother a hug and 
let her know just how much you love her. I thank God 
that our mothers are like God in so many ways, they 
love without end, they are so forgiving, they are so 
patient, and they are always there for us whenever we 
need them. To all our mothers, God bless you and thank 
you! 


President/Vice-Chairman 
Moses Osceola 


Survey of the Seminoles of Florida 


By Roy Nash 

[Editor s Note: This is a verbatim re-print of a survey of the 
Seminole Indians by Roy Nash conducted on behalf of the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs in 1930. This is Part2 of a series The Seminole 
Tribune will re-print in its entirety. Please see the April 28 issue 
of The Tribune for Part 3. ] 

Exert 8. Part 1: The Florida Seminole and his Environment 

SEMINOLE SURVEY OF 1930 

By Roy Nash 


CHAPTER I 

A TYPICAL CAMP OF 1930 
SECTION 8: INVENTORY OF PROPERTY 

How does this family of eight live? What do they eat? 
Where do they sleep? In what does their wealth consist? To 
understand the life of Guava Camp is to understand nine-tenths of 
the Seminole camps in Florida. 

An inventory of the property visible to the eye in this 
camp revealed the following: 

Livestock: 12 chickens, 2 dogs and a pup, 5 hogs about 
camp (probably 50 on the range), 2 oxen. 

Transportation: 1 four-wheeled wagon on top, 1 ox yoke, 
1 dugout cypress canoe. 

Firearms: 1 double-barreled 12-gage shotgun, 1 combi- 
nation 0.38 rifle and 12-gage shotgun. 

Tools: 1 ax, 1 hoe, 1 machete, 2 sheath knives for skin- 
ning. 

Kitchen equipment: 1 mortar and pestle, 2 large iron ket- 
tles for sofskee and stew, 2 wooden sofskee spoons, 2 basket 
sieves, 1 Dutch oven, 2 water pails, 1 dish for bread, 2 fry pans, 2 
coffee pots, 1 kettle, 6 cups, 1 brass-bound wooden bucket, 3 five- 
gallon tin cans with covers. 

Household equipment: 6 mosquito nets, 6 blankets, 2 
movable benches, 1 foot-pedal sewing machine, 1 hand sewing 
machine, 1 lantern, 1 umbrella, 1 phonograph (15 records), 1 long 
muslin sheet ( used to windbreak), 1 pair scissors. 

Toilet articles: 1 mirror, 2 combs, 1 bucket for washing. 

Children’s toys: 1 homemade toy wagon, 12 homemade 
dolls (2 inches long). 

Clothing: 4 bundles in addition to clothes worn, 10 yards 
of calico in odd lengths. 

Ornaments: 50 pounds of neck beads, 2 bead chains with 
silver coins, 1 bead chain with gold coin, 12 silver capeorna- 
ments, 4 silver crescents (Billy Fewell), 6 beaded hair nets. 

Exert 9, Part 1: The Florida Seminole and his Environment 

SECTION 9: CLOTHING 

I could make no detailed inventory of the quantity of clothing at 
Guava camp, but it was adequate. On wash day there would be as 
many as a half dozen complete sets of garments on the rail, dress- 
es as brilliant as the spread of a peacock’s tail, the only decorative 
washing I have ever seen drying in the sun. When I expressed a 
desire to but two or three costumes as souvenirs, the women 
brought out bundle after bundle of new garments to choose from. 
A white hunter would consider some kind of waterproof outer 
garment desirable, but inasmuch as the rainy season is also the 
warm season in south Florida, this lack is not serious. 

SECTION 10: FOOD 

Nor was there any shortage of food in this camp. In fact, 
it was a feast from morning to night, for the Seminole is superior 
to regular meal hours. On arising in the morning, one of the girls 
would kindle the fire, heat up a kettle of meat stew, a kettle of 
hominy grits, a pot of coffee, and bake a pan of biscuits. Dried 
venison was the staple meat that went into the pot; occasionally 
curlew, whooping crane, duck, chicken, pork, or wild turkey finds 
its way there. The grits are boiled as a very thin gruel, which the 
Indians call sofskee. 

These dishes, when hot, were placed in the dining plat- 
form. At interval all day long one or another (but rarely all at 
once) would sit beside the pots, reach into the kettle for a morsel 
of meat, drink from the great wooden sofskee ladle, dip a biscuit 
in the gravy, and wash it down with coffee. There was a notice- 


able absence of salt in their dishes, and their stock of sugar was 
nearly exhausted. 

The only fruit available at the time I visited the Cypress 
family was the guavas after which the camp is named. In season, 
however, there is available to all these Indians sour oranges and 
limes, some bananas, quantities of blueberries, and wild plums. 

Their table in August was noticeably void of fresh veg- 
etables. That was from choice not necessity, because there is 
always available the tender bud of the cabbage palmetto, delicious 
either raw or cooked. In the dry season, however, their little gar- 
den yields com, pumpkins, sweet potatoes, cowpeas, and a few 
shoots of sugarcane. 

Exert 10, Part 1: The Florida Seminole and his Environment 

SECTION 11: SLEEPING 

When night descended and the sand flies and mosquitoes 
became troublesome, mosquito bars made a fme-meshed cotton 
cloth were stretched over each bed. The father and mother and 
two older daughters occupied one sleeping platform, rather a 
strange arrangement, inasmuch as nothing but the thickness of 
two mosquito bars separated the intimacies of married life from 
the daughters in the other bed. The grandfather and younger chil- 
dren under separate mosquito bars occupied another platform. A 
blanket or a buckskin between the sleeper and his hard bed was 
all they asked. In the cold weather of winter a blanket to roll up in 
suffices, although a white man would experience bitter discomfort 
with so little in freezing weather — I fancy an Indian could stand 
another blanket at times. If the night were rainy, a long muslin 
sheet was stretched around the house between the eaves and the 
sleeping platform to break the wind , although it did not always 
keep out the rain. The dogs and the chickens and the pigs found 
shelter under the platforms near the fire. 

Sleep was generally preceded by hours of low- voiced 
conversation interspersed with music from a phonograph. And so 
long as I was there to supply them, all-from the boy of 7 to his 
father, and particularly the girls and their mother-puffed with evi- 
dent pleasure on cigars. The Seminole does not grow tobacco, and 
the camp seemed to have none on hand. 

Exert 11, Part 1: The Florida Seminole and his Environment 

SECTION 12: CASH INCOME 

It is evident that many items listed as contributing to the 
comfort of this household on the edge of the Everglades imply 
dealings with the white world of commerce at Immokalee or Fort 
Myers. The cash income of this family is derived almost entirely 
from the sale of raccoon and alligator skins, buckskin, and an 
occasional otter. The women make a few dollars from the sale of 
Seminole dolls and a little indifferent beadwork. Whitney is a 
unusually industrious hunter and probably takes in $300 a year in 
his pelts. In addition, he may get an opportunity to guide hunters 
for a couple of weeks each fall in the open season, at $6 a day for 
himself and oxcart, with a bonus of a ten dollar bill and a quart of 
liquor for killing the buck his employer could not hit. 

Small as this cash income is, it would be ample if the 
bootleggers portion could be converted into a fund to tide over the 
lean months of the year. 

Whoever, in North America, earns his bread by hard 
manual effort in the lonely spots of the earth is prone to go on a 
spree when he hits town. This is true for lumberjacks, of miners, 
of cowboys, of trappers. It is painfully true of the Seminole. I 
never heard of Billy Fewell getting drunk, and the daughters are 
too young to have begun, but it is uncommon for Whitney 
Cypress and his splendid squaw to come reeling into the Hendry 
County Reservation on their way home from Immokalee. 

Immokalee. Not even a moving-picture show. Where the 
very pinnacle of excitement is attained by peeping in the door of 
the room, or watching country gawks shuffle through the figures 
of a quadrille to the accompaniment of a mouth organ and a dis- 
cordant fiddle, where “ All Indians are pigs.” What else is there to 
do except get drunk at Immokalee? 

What goes for liquor does not go for food, and it some- 
times happens that they completely run out of grits or coffee or 
sugar? In the closed season, which is also the season of higher 
water, the family Cypress has been known to come into the 
Hendry County Reservation outward bound with empty bellies. In 
either case, drunk or hungry, good old Ivey Byrd, the caretaker, 
looks after them out of his munificent salary of $25 a month. 


Letters & E-mail 


Please send all letters to 6300 Stirling Road, Hollywood, FL 33024 
tribune@semtribe.com 


Dear Editor, 

I really appreciate all of the won- 
derful information that is on your website. 
I work at elementary school in Central 
Florida and for our summer program we 
will be studying all about the state of 
Florida. 

I am really looking forward to 
teaching my children about the Seminole 
culture and life style. By using your web- 
site I obtained a great amount of knowl- 
edge about the Seminole Tribe of Florida 
and can not wait to share all of the infor- 
mation with my children. 

Thanks, 

Ginny M. Sutton 

Beverly Shores Elementary School 

ATA Assistant Site Coordinator 

Dear Editor, 

Please spread the word about the 


49th American Indian Boy Scouting/Girl 
Scouting Seminar to be held July 22-26, 
2006 at Cameron University in Lawton, 
Okla. Our host is the Comanche Nation. 

We of the American Indian 
Scouting Association are proud to sponsor 
this unique gathering that brings persons 
from all over the country together to 
explore how boy scouting and girl scouting 
can help develop youth. Both Indian and 
non-Indian youth (ages 12-17) and adults 
are encouraged to attend. 

Please help your community learn 
about this great event. Visit our website at 
www.americanindianscouting.org to view 
the seminar brochure. You may print the 
registration form directly from the site. 
Charlotte Barker 
Publicity Chairman 
American Indian Scouting Assoc. 


Dear Editor, 

I saw your article in the March 
17, 2006 paper on the reenactment of the 
Seminole Tribe battles during the early 
1900s. Being that I’m a person of a black 
background and that numerous black 
slaves that escaped and headed south into 
Seminole territories and fought alongside 
of the native Indians, I would like informa- 
tion on how I could possible join in the 
next re-enactment and contribute. 

Could you provide me a name and 
contact information of the person(s) or 
group that heads up this re-enactment? Any 
help or referrals in this matter would be 
greatly appreciated. 

Ken Felix 
kfelix@iname.com 
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Susan Etxebarria 


Patrons enjoy free hot dogs. 
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Brighton Trading Post Celebrates Second 
Anniversary with Free Gas and Food 



"The Buying Place". . . 

Experience Native American culture and 
explore luxurious Seminole retail 
providing one of a kind 
authentic Native American art work. 


By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — The second anniversary cel- 
ebration at the Brighton Trading Post & Campground 
on March 30 revealed good news. Business is better 
than ever. The staff turnover is almost zero. The store 
provided crucial services after Wilma which helped 
residents and neighboring communities in a time of 
need. They were able to pump gas when other gas sta- 
tions were closed. There are new products on the 





Susan Etxebarria 


Kevin Osceola tastes the cake 


shelves. There are optimistic dreams of future growth. 

“Our sales two years ago was $23,000 in 
April. This year we will probably close out the same 
month with $230,000.00 in sales, half of that in gas 
sales,” said Kevin Osceola, the manager who keeps 
everything running like clockwork. 

Osceola said they were beating the gas prices 
in nearby Lakeport stores except the Circle K. The 
Trading Post keeps their prices as competitive as the 
chain store. 

“Sometimes we don’t make much on gas, 
only two cents, and nothing at all when the gas is 
charged on MasterCard but it’s the sodas and snack 
the drivers buy that adds up,” said Osceola. 

Cheryl Ann Bolton of the President’s Office 
of the Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc., credited 
Osceola’s management style for staff retention. It is 
most unusual to keep workers for long in most con- 
venience stores but the work environment is pleasant, 
friendly, and efficient. 

“We keep everything simple, laid back, and 
everyone is mature. They know what they have to do 
and they do it,” said Osceola. 

Osceola really wanted to commend his staff. 
He said Elsie Lavay keeps the place impeccably 
clean, Lollie Maisonet is his senior assistant. His 
store staff are: Debbie Spell, Loretta Young, Bill 
Jacobs and Colleen Carrie. He also wanted to thank 
his wife, Sandra and Charlene Baker who assist with 
management of the store. 

Much has already been said about how the 
Trading Post came to the rescue of people needing 
gas the first six days after the hurricane. But 
unknown is that people actually drove from Ft. 
Lauderdale and Miami to get gas at the Brighton 
Trading Post and quite often filling up a five gallon 
gas can as well. Lines of cars were out to the street. 


“Evan’s Oil provided us with gas two times 
that week. Cheryl was the one that worked that out,” 
said Osceola. 

The generator to operate the pumps and the 
store was borrowed last year but the critical need for 
gas and supplies after a hurricane led Cheryl to ask the 
Tribe to purchase two new generators; one for the 
Brighton store and the other for the Big Cypress 
Trading Post. Soon to be installed, both stores will be 
able to serve the community if there are power out- 
ages again this year. 

The Trading Post seeks to offer products the 
community wants and introduce new ones. The avail- 
ability of Seminole arts and crafts and other Native 
American jewelry has increased over the last two 
years. There are more dental care products and a new 
Native American salsa and hot sauce. 

The store will be expanded in stages. A 
gourmet coffee service by Seminole Coffee Company 
will be added shortly and so the country folks can 
finally enjoy Latte, Americano and Cappuccino cof- 
fees like the city folks. Expansion of the store by 
closing the adjacent laundromat and knocking out the 
walls is in the works. First a new laundry for the 
campground residents needs to be constructed. 

The anniversary was a very casual affair. 
Drawings for free gas drew a lot of people as well as 
the free hot dogs and sodas. Keeyah Osceola with the 
help of Charlene Baker served the hot dogs through- 
out the day. Sandra Osceola helped with the food and 
ordered the cake. Bob Young provided the 1955 
Chevy and 50 ’s music. 

At noon a fantastic meal prepared by Mary 
Jo Micco was served in the Community Center of the 
Brighton Campground to show appreciation to the 
patrons, campground residents and employees who 
shop at the store. 

The 32 gas prizes for the drawing were 
donated by the Brighton Council Representative Andy 
Bowers. Board Representative Johnny Jones provided 
the luncheon meal; free hot dogs and drinks. It is most 
unusual for any store anywhere to thank their patrons 
once a year with a party! The Seminole Tribe of 
Florida, Inc., shows great generosity hosting these 
enjoyable anniversary parties. 



Susan Etxebarria 


Mary Jo Micco serves her delicious chocolate cake. 




Reminder to Seminole 
Residents 


Please be advised that STOF 
Animal Registration Drive ends 
on MAY 15, 2006. 


If you own a dog or cat, 
kindly register them at 

your local Seminole Health Department. 
Registration forms are available at the 
front desk. 

Proof of rabies vaccination is required 
before animal licenses are issued. 


If you have any questions please call 
954-965-1300 ext 126 





We are open 
7 days a week 
Sundays - Saturdays 
10:00 am -12:00 am 

Located at the 

Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino 
on the Casino tioor. 



1 Seminole Way 
Hollywood, FL 33314 
(954) 797-5550 



OKALEE INDIAN VILLAGE 

(954) 797-5551 
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Wild life presentations for 
scheduled groups of 10 or more 


Cooking woodwork basket 
weaving and dollmaking are 
demonstrated. 

# wild 

Experience up close Florida 
Panthers, Macaws, Alligators, 
Fox, Racoons and River Otters 


Seminole Arts & Crafts: 
Jewelry, clothing, woodwork 
and Seminole baskets & dolls. 


Located at the Seminole Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino inside the 
Seminole Paradise 

5716 Seminole Way 
Hollywood, FL 33314 
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(L-R) Jackie Burdette, Brenda Gan, Max Osceola, Teresa Bass, Stefanie Hunt, Jennifer McCoy, Chief Mike 
Floyd, Elisa Moore^Carolyn Pendleton, Patricia Robinson^haundra Young. 

Seminole Police Dispatchers Honored 


By Shelley Marmor 

HOLLYWOOD — On April 13 the 
Seminole Police Department (SPD) hosted a luncheon 
to honor the 1 8 telecommunicators, otherwise known 
as dispatchers. This luncheon coincides with National 
Telecommunicators Week, which takes place the sec- 
ond week in April annually. 

According to SPD Chief of Police Mike 
Floyd, telecommunicators are “the line between the 
community and the police offiers.” When a Seminole 
Tribal citizen calls 911, one of the SPD dispatchers 
answers the call and alerts a member of the police 
department, who then responds to the call. 

In addition to Floyd, other high ranking SPD 
officers were in attendance. These persons included: 
Lieutenant Jerry Meisenheimer, Lieutenant Aaron 
Wright and Captain Bob McDaniel. 

Hollywood Seminole Tribal Council 
Representative Max B. Osceola Jr. was also in atten- 
dance. He thanked the dispatchers for their services to 
the Tribal community. 

“I want you to know I appreciate you,” 
Osceola said. “I want you to know the Tribal Council 
appreciates you. . . Sho Naa Bish.” 

Immediately following appreciation speeches, 
event emcee and SPD Communications Supervisor 
Stefanie Hunt, offered invocation. She then invited the 
nine dispatchers in attendance to eat first. 


The 18 SPD telecommunicators are: 
Hollywood: Stefanie Hunt, Patricia Robinson, Jennifer 
Ward, Jennifer McCoy, Elisa Moore, Catrina Williams, 
Wendy Hopkins, Shaundra Young; Brighton: Jackie 
Burdette, Teresa Bass, Brenda Gan, Mike Ellis, Stacia 
Steins; Big Cypress: Carolyn Pendleton, Jean Whitley, 
Pedro Alcantar, Danielle Dunivent, Stacey Conner. 



Shelley Marmor 


Council Rep. Max Osceola spoke on behalf of the 
Council and himself thanking the dispatchers. 


Q & A’s on Seminole Police Department 


Submitted by Captain Jerry Meisenheimer 

The Seminole Police Department is a unique 
police force in the state of Florida. Unlike police and 
sheriff’s departments which operate in a closed geo- 
graphic area, the Seminole Police are spread out serv- 
ing seven locations. We are often asked how we can 
do that. So, we would like to share with our readers 
some frequently asked questions: 

Does Each Reservation Have Its Own 
Police Department? 

No, there is one agency that covers all the 
locations. The main administrative office is in 
Hollywood. There are also stations on the other reser- 
vations. All members of the police staff work under 
one set of policies and procedures. 

How Are Police Officers Hired? 

Candidates must submit a lengthy applica- 
tion. They are then interviewed by a board to deter- 
mine if they fit the criteria for being Tribal officers. If 
they do, they are given a voice stress test to verify 
their truthfulness. 

After that a background investigator checks 
with their references, previous employers, neighbors, 
etc. and makes sure they have no criminal record that 
would prevent them from being certified. Their driv- 
ing record is also checked. The final stage of hiring is 
a personal interview with the chief of police, followed 
by a medical examination and a drug screen. 

What Laws Do The Seminole Police 
Enforce? 

Under an agreement called Public Law 280, 
the Seminole Tribe has agreed to follow state law. In 
return the Tribe is authorized by the State of Florida to 
operate its own police force. In addition, the Seminole 
Police can enforce certain federal laws under the 
authority of the Bureau of Indian Affairs. 

What Training Do The Police Officers 

Get? 

The officers have to be State Certified under 
the Florida Department of Law Enforcement Bureau 
of Professional Standards. They are required to com- 
plete an extensive police academy; then, they must 
maintain their certificates by periodically completing 
mandatory classes for domestic violence, crimes 
against children, traffic stops, human diversity, etc. the 
training division continually puts on in-service classes 
and makes sure that the officers qualify with their 


services weapons and tasers. Officers are also certified 
in operating radar for traffic enforcement. Many of the 
officers have college degrees and are encouraged to 
continue the education. 

If An Officer Does A Good Job, How Can I 
Acknowledge It? 

Police officers often are called upon to do 
things that are above and beyond the call of duty. The 
Seminole Police in particular perform functions that 
many other police departments don’t do. If you wish 
to credit an officer for doing something special you 
can write a letter to the Chief of Police praising the 
officer. The letter will be placed in the officer’s per- 
sonnel file. These letters help determine Officer of the 
Year recognition too. 

What If I Want To File A Complaint About 
An Officer? 

The police department has a procedure in 
place to deal with complaints. A form is available at 
any Seminole Police Station. The person with the for- 
mal complaint can complete the form and attest to its 
truthfulness. The incident will then be investigated by 
a supervisor or the Internal Affairs Person. The com- 
plainant will be notified of the results. If the problem 
is of a minor nature, the immediate supervisor can 
help work out the differences. 

How Can I Get Involved With The Many 
Programs The Police Department Has For The 
Community? 

Volunteers are always welcome to assist the 
police department. For instance, the department is cur- 
rently setting up a Neighborhood Watch program on 
all the reservations. A Citizen’s Police Academy is 
being planned for Big Cypress and Brighton. A second 
one is in the works for JJollywood. 

This hands-on course is for Tribal citizens 
who want to see first hand what police officers do. A 
Community Safe program is being set up on all the 
Reservations for volunteers during emergencies and 
hurricanes. Tribal citizens who have ATVs, swamp 
buggies, 4- wheel drive trucks and any kind of special 
equipment are being recruited to help in times of dis- 
aster. Volunteers are also needed to help before and 
after hurricanes to help with evacuation and prepara- 
tion. 

If you want to get involved, contact any 
Seminole Police Officer. 





Seminole Police 
Department 

Carina For Your Community 

Turn In A Drug Pusher 

1-866-ASK-4-TIPS 

(1-866-275-4847) 


All information will be 


held in strict confidence. 
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Motor Vehicle Theft Prevention 


Submitted by Sgt. A1 Signore, Crime Prevention 
Unit Supervisor 

An auto theft occurs about every 26 seconds 
in the U.S. Add it up and that’s 1.2 million vehicles 
each year that wind up in the hands of thieves. The 
math doesn’t get any better when you consider how 
much this cost us. Vehicle theft is the nation’s number 
one property crime, costing an estimated $82 billion 
annually. 

So who pays for these crimes? You do; 
whether your auto is stolen or not, we all pay the 
price for vehicle theft. You... your cowork- 
ers ...your neighbors ...we’re all victims 
because we pay for this crime through 
higher insurance rates. 

According to the Insurance 
Information Institute, about one- 
third of a typical comprehensive 
auto insurance premium goes to 
pay for auto theft claims. Add it 
all up and we each pay hundreds 
of extra dollars each year in 
higher insurance premiums far 
this crime. It’s not an equation 
that works in our favor. 

Here are some Motor 
Vehicle Crime Prevention 
Recommendations : 

1. Common Sense: 

This one’s simple and it 
doesn’t cost you a thing. 

Lock your doors, remove 
your keys from ignition, 
close your windows com- 
pletely and park in well-lit 
areas. 

2. Visible or 

Audible Device. We find 
vehicle alarms annoying 
when they go off. Even better, 
so do car thieves ...and they 
avoid autos with alarms or 
anti-theft devices. Consider 
adding an anti-theft device to 
your vehicle, such as an audi- 
ble alarm system, steering 
wheel locks, steering column 
collars, theft deterrent decals, 
wheel locks and/or window 
etching. 

3. Vehicle 

Immobilizer. Thieves can 
bypass your ignition by 
“hotwiring” a vehicle. But 
you can put the heat on the 
bad guys by installing or uti- 
lizing a vehicle immobilizer 
system with smart keys with 
computer chips that must be 
present to start the vehicle, 
fuse cut-offs or starter, igni- 


tion and fuel disablers. 

4. Tracking System. A final recommendation 
is a tracking system that emits a signal to the police or 
a monitoring service when the vehicle is reported 
stolen. If your vehicle has a tracking system and is 
stolen, it can oftentimes be recovered faster and with 
less damage. Put your vehicle on the radar screen by 
installing a tracking system. 

Vehicular theft is more than a joyride; it’s 
about big money. Vehicle theft is no longer a crime 
committed just by teenagers out for a 
joyride. It’s a big business run by 
organized crime rings out to make 
huge profits at your expense. While 
62 percent of stolen vehicles are 
found (sometimes with significant 
damage to them), un-recovered 
autos often wind up in the hands of 
organized criminals. 

From there, the vehicles 
might be: shipped overseas and 
sold on the black market, 
stripped at a chop shop, 
with its parts sold to 
crooked body shop oper- 
ators who then sell 
parts or install them on 
other vehicles or resold 
to an unsuspecting 
consumer. 

Vehicle theft 
is driven by money 
and greed. It’s a dan- 
gerous business that 
victimizes everyone. 
Take a minute to do the 
right thing. Protect your 
vehicle. And, if you sus- 
pect vehicle theft activity, 
call the Seminole Police 
Department or your local 
agency. 

If you would like to 
have our Crime Prevention 
Unit visit your business, 
church group, community 
gathering or meeting in 
order to provide a free semi- 
nar; please call the Seminole 
Police Department, Crime 
Prevention Unit: Crime 
Prevention Unit Supervisor 
Sgt.Al Signore, (813) 478- 
2680, Big 

Cypress/Immokalee, Officer 
Tom Faherty, (239) 657- 
3659, Hollywood, Officer 
Susie Lawson, (954) 961- 
7877, Brighton/Ft. Pierce or 
Officer Ulysses Boldin, 

(863) 763-5731. 



Top Ten Stolen 
Motor Vehicles 


1 . Toyota Camry 

2. Honda Accord 
3. Honda Civic 

4. Chevrolet Full Size P/U 
5. Ford Full Size P/U 
6. Jeep Cherokee 
7. Oldsmobile Cutlass 
8. Dodge Caravan 
9. Ford Taurus 
10. Toyota Corolla 




Protect yourself from 
making a mista ke 
Practice these simple phrases! 

“No, you can’t search my car.” 

“No, you can’t search my home.” 
“No, I don’t want to talk with you.” 
“Call my lawyer!” 

Call Guy Seligman 

954 - 760-7600 

24 hours a day 


The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision tbal should not be based solely upon advertisement. Guy J. Seligman worked as a Certified Legal Intern in both the 
State Attorney and Public Defenders offices in Dade and Broward County; he has been in private practice for 16 years. He graduated Irom Nova Southeastern Uni- 
versity Law School in 1937. and was admitted to the Florida Bar in 1 938 
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Chairman Cypress Gets Surprise Birthday Bash 


By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD — DJ Sean Paul was 
playing soft jazzy background music to calm the 
crowd gathered in great anticipation for the 


Everyone in unison yelled “Surprise!” 
for the briefly startled 59-year-old birthday boy. 
He laughed and smiled broadly as he recog- 
nized all his assembled friends, which consisted 

of Tribal citi- 
zens and 
employees and 
invited guests. 
The 

funny thing is, 
he was led to 
believe that 
there was a 
manager’s and 
director’s 
meeting at the 
Seminole Hard 
Rock Casino 
& Hotel on the 
afternoon of 
March 3 1 . 
However, it 
turned out to 
be his surprise 
birthday bash. 
The 

entire room 
filled with 
warmth and 
admiration for a 
great leader who 
has been an 
inspiration to 
the Seminole 
Tribe, and dedi- 
cated so much of his life in helping his people 
overcome so many hardships. 

Everyone in the room paid their respects 
to Cypress by saying kind and heartfelt 
words in wishing the chairman the best in 
birthday wishes and how honored 
and privileged they felt knowing 
and working for the chairman and 
the Seminole Tribe of Florida. 

Sally Tommie was the 
emcee of this wonderful milestone 
event for the Seminole Tribe’s 
chairman. 

Sally took the wireless 
remote microphone to every guest 
around the tables that offered 
everyone the opportunity to spread 
birthday cheer directly towards the 
chairman. President Moses Osceola 
remembered how much they 
enjoyed running around together 
growing up as kids on the rez. 

One personal friend of his, 

Kris Lawrence, said to Mitchell, 

“You may be old but you ain’t 
cold!” The chairman and everyone 
in the room busted out laughing 
over this hilarious remark. 

Invited guests enjoyed din- 
ing on fine cuisine exquisitely pre- 
pared especially for this occasion 
by the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel 
& Casino staff. Mitchell opened a 
few gifts and shared a few more laughs 
with everyone, especially when he was 
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Chairman Mitchell Cypress shows Sally 
Tommie’s birthday gift, a handsome cowhide 
briefcase. 


presented with Sally’s gift of a handsome cow- 
boy cowhide briefcase that he really seemed to 
treasure. 

After the gifts, most guests were 
focused on a big square creamy white birthday 
cake with lots of strawberries around the outside 
sitting in the corner. Mitchell stood up behind the 
cake and blew out the candle on top to warm 
applause. Everyone was then ready and eager to 
sing the favorite number one song to him, “The 
Happy Birthday Song.” 

Mitchell had a happy smile on his face 
as he thanked everyone for coming out and shar- 
ing in this blissful day. 
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Chairman Mitchell Cypress and Council Liaison Sally Tommie arrive to a “big 
surprise!” 


grand event about to begin. Everyone waited 
patiently and finally Chairman Mitchell Cypress 
popped his head through the double doors into 
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Tina Lacey shares a funny saying with the 
Chairman. 


the darkly lit ballroom with Fort Pierce Council 
Liaison Sally Tommie by his side. 
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Sandy Seiner celebrates birthday wishes with 
Chairman Mitchell Cypress. 
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sites located on their bases. 

The FLARNG presently has 
fifty-eight installations that 
range from a few acres to the 
seventy-two thousand acre 
Camp Blanding facility. There 
are ten bases in located south of 
Lake Okeechobee. These include 
sites at Snake Creek, North 
Miami, Hollywood, Fort 
Lauderdale, Miami, Homestead 
and West Palm Beach. In honor 
of these negotiations, and the 
longstanding relationship 
between the Seminole Tribe and 
FLARNG, the Command of the 


FLARNG 

had an American flag raised over 
the Headquarters of U.S. troops 
in Afghanistan, Camp Phoenix. 
This flag was presented by the 
FLARNG to the Tribal Historic 
Preservation Officer, 
Willard Steele, who in 
turn presented it to the 
Tribal Council at the 
April Council meeting. 

It has been turned over 
to the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
Museum where it will 
be safely stored and kept 
for the Tribe. 

In addition to 
the flag, a coin was pre- 
sented to the Tribe by 
the Guard representa- 
tives. This coin was 
minted in honor of 
Desert Storm, for the 
Seminole Battalion of 
the FLARNG. The 
Battalion received its 
name and motto through 
a 1960 Tribal Council 
resolution, signed by 
then Chairman, Billy 
Osceola. 
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❖ Medallion 

Continued from page 1 



Premium Seatii 
All Local & Nation 
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Concerts • Sports 
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Bit US at: www.preferredu 
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Happy with our Entertainment Service? 

Try our Full Travel Service [. • 

Cruises * Hotels • Airlines 

305-445-6566 or (866)445-6566 
Visit us at: www.preferredultimatetravel.com k 


Upcoming Events: 

Panic at the Disco 
Trish Yearwood 
Brooks & Dunn 
Jimmy Buffett 
Bob Weir & Ratdog 
The Who 
INXS 

Aerosmith 
Alan Jackson 
Buzz Bake Sale 
Shakira 
Disturbed 
NASCAR Ford 400 
WWE Monday Night Raw 
Miami Heat 
Miami Dolphins 
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Michelle Osceola and Virgil Motlow Exchange Vows 


AUTO ACCIDENT PAIN!!! 

Dr. Rush Can Help You 
Successfully Treat... 

• Neck Pain 

• Lower Back Pain 

• Headaches |f 

• Leg & Arm Pain ^ 

• Joint Pain 

• Muscle Plain 


We accept your insurance plan, FPO's, 
POS, Medicare, Auto Insurance. 



y BE E spinal EXm 

1 St CONSULTATION * 
TO ALL TRIBAL CITIZENS 
AND EMPLOYEES 

^ ($150 Value) 


Let Dr. Rush Help You! 

Dr. Brian C. Rush 
Chiropractic Physician 
10830 Pines Blvd. • Pembroke Pines 
(954) 432-5006 

(Located next to Rally's Gym in the Bahama Breeze plaza.) 


THE FLUENT AND ANY OTHER PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR PAYMENT HAS A RIGHT TO REFUSE TO PAY, CANCa PAYMENT. OR EE REIMRURSED FDR PAYMENT FOR ANY OTHER SERVICE, EXAMINATION, 

OR TREATMENT THAT IS PERFORMED AS A RESULT OF AND WITHIN 12 HOURS OF RESPONDING TO THE ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE FREE. DISCOUNTED FEE. OR REDUCED FEE SERVICE. EXAMINATION, OR TREATMENT 


By Judy Weeks 

BIG CYPRESS — The 

Big Cypress First Baptist Church 
was the scene of a fairy tale wed- 
ding on April 9 at 1 p.m., when 
Michelle Lynn Osceola accepted 
Virgil Benny Motlow ’s hand in 
marriage. 

The church had been lav- 
ishly decorated with a palm cov- 
ered arch and garlands of orchids 
in anticipation of the occasion. 
After the ringing of the church 
bell, the guests could hear the clip 
clop of horses’ hooves on the 
pavement as a beautiful white car- 
riage came into view complete 
with a driver in black coat and top 
hat. 

A matched team of black 
horses with silver studded harness 
carried the bride, Michelle 
Osceola, and her maid of honor 
Nina Motlow, to the door of the 
church, where her father, 
Marcellus Osceola, waited. 

The bride and groom 



Judy Weeks 

With arms entwined the bride and groom toast their union. 



Judy Weeks 

The bride and groom share the first piece of their wedding 
cake. 


future for the happy couple before pronounc- 
ing them man and wife. 

A wedding reception was held in a 
white tent on the lawn of the church, where 
the guests enjoyed a generous buffet catered 
by Sonny’s Pit Bar-B-Que. The tables were 
covered in white cloths with red, yellow, 
black and white floral and ribbon center 
pieces. 

The newlyweds locked arms to per- 
form the traditional toast using champagne 
flutes filled with iced tea to the enjoyment of 
their guests. 

The three tier white wedding cake 
was frosted in a basket weave pattern with 
garlands of ruffles and accents of red and 
yellow flower buds. Between the columned 
layers were bouquets of orchids, fern and 
baby’s breath. The top layer held a Seminole 
Bride and Groom depicting Mr. and Mrs. 
Motlow. The palm fiber dolls wore tradition- 
al attire in medicine colors. 

With hands together the couple cut 
the first piece of cake which they shared 
before offering their guests to join them. 
During the serving of the cake, Pastor 


had chosen Tribal medicine colors of red, 
yellow, black and white for their nuptials. 
The bride was a vision of loveliness in a 
beautiful traditional Seminole dress of 
these colors and held a bouquet of white 
orchids. Her maid of honor’s dress contin- 
ued the same color scheme with accents of 
turquoise and she carried a cluster of pale 
yellow orchids. 

With the sound of the wedding 
march, the guests rose to watch the bride 
being escorted down the aisle by her father 
to join her future husband, Benny Motlow 
in front of the arch. The groom was attend- 
ed by his best man Moses Jumper Jr. 

Jonah Cypress was accompanied 
by Brenda Hummingbird and Marie 
Phillips in the performance of two hymns 
prior to the exchange of vows. Moses 
Jumper Jr. recited one of his poems, which 
had been written for just such an occasion. 

Pastor Salaw Hummingbird offici- 
ated at the wedding ceremony, where the 
bride and groom exchanged rings as a 
token of their union. Quoting from the 
Bible, the pastor offered guidelines to the 



Judy Weeks 


Bride Michelle Osceola poses with her father, Marcellus 
Osceola, and her maid of honor, Nina Motlow, before entering 
the church. 



Judy Weeks 

Wedding party (L-R): Father of the bride Marcellus Osceola, maid of honor Nina 
Motlow, bride Michelle Osceola Motlow, groom Virgil “Benny” Motlow, best man 
Moses Jumper Jr., and Pastor Salaw Hummingbird. 


Hummingbird passed 
the microphone around 
the gathering giving 
everyone an opportuni- 
ty to toast or roast the 
happy couple. Several 
individuals took advan- 
tage of the opportunity 
to reminisce and offer 
advice for the future. 

Pastor 

Howard Micco sang a 
traditional Creek song 
in honor of the occa- 
sion and a number of 
Tribal elders offered 
their blessing to the 
union. 

Following the 
reception the newly- 
weds climbed into their 
white horse drawn car- 
riage, waved farewell 
to their guests and 
headed down the road 
to their future. 




The Seminole Tribe of Florida's Family Services 
Department welcomes back 
The Slimmer Youth Work Experience 
and Internship Program! 

DATES: Monday June 5 through Friday August 4. 


This two-month program is designed to provide paid Internships and Work 
Experience lor High School and College Seminole (and other Native American) Students 
to work within the Seminole Tribe of Florida, gaining meaningful employment 
experience and knowledge of the workings of the Seminole Tribe of Florida. 


The program provides lor flexible scheduling, competitive wages, and a variety of 
employment opportunities! Seminars will be held during the Summer Work Program 
calendar on professionalism, resume building, and successful interviewing. 

Applications can be found at the Tribal I leadquarters Office in Human Resources, 
any Education Department office, and the Family Services Department offices. 
Application deadline is May 22. For any questions on the application, please call (954) 

965-1300, Ext. 175, 


Sponsored through the Family Services Department’s Adult Vocational Programs. Please 
return all applications to Jasmine Porter, Adult Vocational Administrator, Family 
Services Department, 3006 Josic Billie Ave., Hollywood, FL 33024. (954) 965-1300, 

Ext. 175. 





The Family Services Department’s 
Adult Vocational Program 
Open house! 


Got more information on earning a vocational 
certificate, working on your GED, or employment 
opportunities through the Work Experience Program 

Applications will be available for all programs 
as well as Adult Vocational Program staff to 
answer all your questions 

Please see the following list of dates for the 
reservation nearest to you: 

Hollywood Field Office 05/15/06, 9-1 1 am 
Immokalee Field Office 05/15/06, 1-3 pm 
Big Cypress 06/01/06, 1 0-2 pm 
Brighton 06/15/06, 10-2 pm 


Please contact Jasmine Porter, Family Sen ices Department. 
Adult Vocal io njtl Administrator, with anv further questions. 
954.965. 1 300, c\t. 175. 
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Visiting Seminole Aquaculture 


By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — Driving down the long 
dusty road to the headquarters of Seminole 
Aquaculture at Brighton reservation the world seems 
serene; no hubbub of activity is noticeable. You see 
the wide blue sky contrasting against fields of wild 
grasses surrounding large rectangular shaped ponds of 


Susan Etxebarria 


Ray and Irma Valentin protect the grounds 24 hours a day. 


tea-colored water. 

But, don’t let the solitude of this 235-acre 
aqua farm fool you. The signature of Seminole 
Aquaculture is its environmentally and ecologically 
friendly preserve of abundant wildlife and birds unlike 
most aquaculture operations that are primarily built 
upon cement with their cemented ponds and cemented 
vats, says the Director of Aquaculture Ray Valentin. 

Here there 


are more than 2 1 
five-acre pounds, and 
10 to 18 ponds 10 
acres or more in size 
that are teeming with 
life hidden from 
view. Seminole 
Aquaculture’s pri- 
mary crop is hundred 


“when the wind dies down the 
oxygen gets cut off ... for the 
fish life it is a disaster waiting 
to happen 


*95 


of thousands, perhaps millions, of fish known as 
tilapia and soft shellshell turtles; including their pre- 
cious turtle eggs. Occasionally they capture, raise and 
sell small gators. 

Despite the isolation, Seminole Aquaculture 
is visited by researchers, other breeders and schools 
wanting to expose students to farm techniques prac- 
ticed in the aquaculture industry. 

For the aquaculture operation, the Seminole 


raise and sell turtles. The Tribe assumed operations 
about 1 5 years ago, says Valentin. 

Tilapia is a wonderful edible fleshy fish 
that is close in taste to perch. Tilapia is in high 
demand. 

“We have a steady flow of customers who 
buy our tilapia fmgerlings for restaurants and espe- 
cially for the Hispanic market,” said Valentin. 
“The turtle eggs end up in China.” 

On the day of this interview one cus- 
tomer drops in with an unexpected order for 
35,000 tilapia fmgerlings and suddenly there’s 
lots of activity as workers hustle to harvest the 
fish for the customer. 

Seminole Aquaculture is the largest 
freshwater aquaculture operation in the 
Southeast United States, according to Valentin 
who has managed the farm since 2002. The 
operation requires less than 1 1 employees to 
function at full force. Valentin says there is 
only one larger operation which is a 1 ,000- 
acre farm in Jamaica. 

Workers at Seminole Aquaculture 
perform jobs similar to ranching and farming. 
Besides the many details involved in raising 
and tending a crop, they have grasses to mow, 
fences to mend, out buildings to maintain. 

One female tilapia reproduces every 
120 days and gives birth to 1,000 to 2,000 
babies yet only 50 percent survive because of 
predators. 

One of Valentin’s many duties is to 
shoo away predators, not kill them. Birds of prey 
include cormorants, wood storks, crane, osprey 
and even pelicans fly through 
in large flocks about once a 
year. Raccoons must be cap- 
tured or killed. Because of the 
predators, including human 
ones, Valentin lives on the 
premises to protect the grounds 
and aqua crop 24 hours a day. 

“It’s an adventure,” 
he said. “The winds die down 
and the ponds are really still. 

Even though the ponds are 
self-aerating, sometimes when the 
wind dies down the oxygen gets cut 
off and for the fish life it is a disaster 
waiting.” 

After many windless days 
six months ago Valentin was worried 
about the fish. Then, unexpectedly 
he observed a large cloud of swal- 
lows descending on 
a pond. 

“There 
might have been 
2,000-3,000 birds. 

They started to cir- 
cle around the cen- 
ter of the pond and 
— made a lot of wind 
and that made the 
he said. “In my heart I 
God! ’ He sent the 














Susan Etxebarria 


IT IS IN THE WRIST: Arnaldo Hernandez tosses the castnet into the water. 


empty. It can take many casts before the day is done. 
Each day the crew has a standing order to gather 
400-500 pounds of Tilapia that requires four men to 
cast nets and pull in 1 00 pounds of fish. The pay is 


pond aerate, 
said ‘Thank You, 
birds to help me.” 

One swallow eats about 
2,000 insects a day and on the sur- 
face of the still ponds mosquitoes 
had been swarming to lay their 
eggs. 

Valentin says Seminole Aquaculture has the 

potential to sell $6 million 


Ray Valentin and Paulino Garcia check the fish from the last collection. 


Susan Etxebarria 

(L-R) Sergio Sanchez, Ray Valentin and Paulino Garcia inspect the 2 pounder . 


Tribe of Florida utilizes land that long ago was the 
source of shell for building and development on the 
reservation. When the digging was finished the pits 
were converted to another use. Nearly 25 years ago the 
Tribe originally leased the land to Chinese investors to 


worth of product a year. 

“Tilapia is the 
most eaten fish in the 
world,” he said. 

Currently his 
biggest challenge is find- 
ing and keeping laborers, 
updating equipment and 
remodeling the outbuild- 
ings and structures in 
order to capitalize on the 
farm’s potential. 

All of the tilapia 
raised in the ponds must 
be captured in 20-50 
pound nets and casting 
the nets is hard work 
requiring a strong arm 
and back. The worker 
stands on the side of a 
bank to throw the net. It 
takes a certain kind of tal- 
ent to throw the net so it 
will arc in the air opening 
like a parachute and 
spread out on the water’s 
surface when it lands. It 
is preferable to cast the 


net with the wind to help carry the net and get a far- 
ther reach. The net sinks into the four- and- a-half foot 
deep pond. Then it is drawn back to the bank. 

The net may contain as many as 20 fish 
weighing one to two pounds each. Or, it may be 


higher than many farm worker wages but it is still 
hard to attract permanent workers, says Valentin. 

Fish are often located with the use of a fish 
finder but Valentin has done the work 
often enough himself to have a sec- 
ond sense of where the fish are 
swarming. Keeping the ponds in the 
right balance requires a lot of testing 
and checking water temperatures 
which should maintain an ideal tem- 
perature for tropical fish of 70 to 90 
degrees. 

Both the tilapia and turtles 
are fed twice a week with a fish 
food called Nutrena made by 
Cargill. Each pond gets 61 bags of 
feed. After the feeding of fish is the 
best time to cast the nets. If overfed 
the tilapia or turtles produce too 
much nitrites and the pond can 
become chemically imbalanced. The 
toxic water will then kill off newly 
spawned babies so the acidity levels 
needs to be checked often. 

The turtle farm operation is 
fundamentally the gathering of the 
eggs, raising turtles from the eggs, 
or selling the eggs to other breeders. 

Digna Salmon has worked for the 
Tribe for many years and is very 
skilled at gathering the eggs. 

First they have to be found 
and flagged. It requires five people 
with long sticks that line up along 
the bank poking for a bed of eggs. 


When one is found they know they hit pay dirt. 
Salmon, the assistant director at the farm, picks them 
carefully out of the water in the exact same position in 
which they lie in the nest and lays them in ice. 

The eggs can not be turned 
upside down. They are taken back to be 
placed in trays of sand in the turtle incu- 
bator, a large wood building that holds 
shelves and shelves of trays. Proper han- 
dling of the eggs is crucial. The tempera- 
ture of the incubator is 89 degrees. 
Unfertilized eggs are sold to be eaten 
and fertile eggs are hatched and then 
they sell the baby turtles. 

This one incubator holds 20,000 
eggs but there was a much bigger incu- 
bator room that was destroyed by 
Hurricane Wilma. The Tribal Council is 
hoping to re-open it by August. It costs 
$75,000 to remodel the room. 

Since Seminole Aquaculture is 
a Council project, Brighton’s Council 
Representative Andy Bowers often visits 
the farm to assess the needs, problems 
and profits of the business, says 
Valentin. 

“To be a fish farmer is a lot of 
responsibility. I have to make sure the 
farm is well kept. I am responsible for 
the production, harvesting and supervi- 
sion of the people. I feel privileged to 
get to work with all of this and the 
Tribe,” said Valentin. 

The ponds fan out around the 
buildings and many are beautiful places 
surrounded by trees and bushes that give 
shade and provide catfish, some crappie 
and tilapia. Often preschool children 
and older youth are brought to fish 
there. 

Valentin encourages Tribal citi- 
zens to use their land at Seminole Aquaculture for 
fishing, camping and picnics. His mobile home sits in 
the midst of the commercial area where he can guard 
the ponds from predators. He 
and his family live there full 
time. 

If anyone has any 
questions Valentin says he is 
there most of the time along 
with his wife, Irma, who also 
works for the Tribe as the sec- 
retary of Seminole Aquaculture. 


Susan Etxebarria 


“turtle eggs can not be 
turned upside down . . . 
proper handling of the 
eggs is crucial 


i» 
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Turtle eggs must be extracted and relocated in the same position. 


1. Sam Jones ■ A Very Important Figure 
in Seminole History * White Chocolate & 
Raspberry 

2. Billy Bowlegs - Lead the Seminoles in 
the 3rd Seminole War - Dark Chocolate <£ 
Caramel 

3. Remember the Clans! - All 9 Clans: 
Otter Bear. Snake, Panther, Big Town, 
Bird, Deer, Wind and the extinct Alligator - 
iced Lattes 

4. Josie Billie - One of the Strongest 
Medicine Men of the Seminole Tribe - 
Dark Chocolate & Hazelnut 

5. Ingram Billie - Brother of Josie, also a 
Powerful Medicine Man - Vanilla & 
Hazelnut 

6. Laura Mae Osceola - Instrumental in 
getting Federal Recognition of the 
Seminole Tribe - Dark Chocolate & 
Banana 

7. Joe Dan Osceola - Youngest elected 
President & First Ambassador - Almond & 
Dark Chocolate 

8. Fred Smith - Longest serving Tribal 
President - Dark Chocolate & Mint 

9. Jim Shore - Longtime General Legal 
Counsel of the Seminole Tribe - Dark 
Chocolate & Raspberry 

10. Betty Mae Jumper - First 
Chairwoman of the Seminoles - Apple <£ 
Cinnamon 

11 . James Billie ■ Longest Serving 
Elected Chairman of the Tribe - Vanilla & 
Caramel 


Cappuccino • Lattes • Espresso 



Serving Fresh 
Breakfast Items 


Salads & Sandwiches 

Open 5 Days 
NIorvFri: 8 am, -3 p.m. 

Located at the Seminole Tribe 
Headquarters in the 2nd floor lounge! 

Owned & Operated by 
Members of the Seminole Tribe 
Gem Thorpe Osceola 
Linda C. Osceola 

Full Service Distribution Available... 
Office Buildings, Hotels , Resturants 

954-600-6484 or 
800-683-7800 x 1186 


12. Priscilla Sayen - Long time 
Respected Tribal Secretary - Irish Cream 
& Hazelnut 

13. Howard Tiger - First Military person 
Elected President, Organized sports 
programs for the Seminole Youth - Dark 
Chocolate 

14. Mitchell & David Cypress - Brothers 
and Leaders from the Big Cypress 
Reservation - White Chocolate & Caramel 

15. David DeHass - Hollywood 
Representative - Board - Dark Chocoiate 
& Coconut 

16. Moses Osceola - President of the 
Seminole Tribe - Irish Cream & Dark 
Chocolate 

17. Roger Smith - Brighton 
Representative - Council - Dark Chocolate 
& Vanilla 

18. Paul Bowers - Big Cypress 
Representative - Board - Caramel & 
Hazelnut 

19. Johnny Jones - Brighton 
Representative - Board - Dark Chocolate 
& Preline 

20. Howard Tommie - 2 Term Elected 
Chairman, Introduced Seminole Bingo - 
Dark Chocolate £ Honey 

21. Mike Tiger - Former Director of Indian 
Health Svs & current Treasurer ■ Half and 
Half Sugar and whipped cream 

22. Winifred Tiger - Helped Seminote 
Youth stay in School, graduate and go to 
college. - English Toffee & Vanilia 


Criminal Defense 



— ♦ — 

DUI 

VOP 

Felony & Misdemeanor 
Domestic Violence 
Family Law 
Child Support 
Traffic Tickets 
♦ 

606 West Sugarland Hwy. 
C lewiston, Florida 

♦ 


The Law Office of 

Joseph “Jody” M. Hendry, II 

863-983- LAWS (5297) 
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For the Best 
Deal in Town 

Hector Isabel 


COME AND SEE THE ALL NEW FORD MUSTANG, FREESTYLE, & FORD FIVE HUNDRED 


Mustang 


fjord ] I- i ye] Hundred 


Explorer Sport Trac 


Expedition 


Conversion Vans 


|l i >BP^*ig;iiii.MyPHn ■ i ■ sp* ^li* m u 1 ■■■ I i ■ ■ i ■ i «l| n ■ ■» map — ■ ■ ■ ■— ■ > mm i*~Tmy^rpirrTpf 

MORE THAN 200 USED CARS IN INVENTORY INCLUDING THE HARD-TO-FIND F350’S! 


8655 Pines Blvd. • Pembroke Pines, Florida 33024 

WLfi£i> (954) 443-7000 | jrjf-t 

Buy Online At: www.worldfordpines.com ! | M “ s Bw | « 

Sales Hours: Mon.-Sat. 9am-9pm, Sun. 11am-7pm * Service Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7am-7pm, Sat. 7am-4pm 


Free 27 Pt. Inspection with any service! A $39.95 Value! 

(ask for details) 

• Friendly & Professional service • Weekday & Saturday hours 

• Factory Certified ASE Trained Technicians • Ford Quality Parts 

• 12 month Warranty on all Parts & Labor • Courtesy Shuttle Hours 

• Convenient Location 
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Memorial Jamboree Held for Junior 
Buster and Jimmie Roberts 


Young Rockers Perform at 4H Show & Sale 


By Marlin J. Billie 

BIG CYPRESS — The Junior Buster & 
Jimmie Roberts Memorial Jamboree was a musical 
memorial for two men that brought their 
musical talents to whomever they hap- 
pened to come across. 

Many people have memories of 
when Jimmie Roberts would travel to 
camps and bring his guitar. Junior Buster 
brought rhythm along with gospel. Music 
brought smiles and happiness to places 
where people had been working hard all 
day. Something to keep togetherness 
among the families, a bond everyone can 
relate. Music soothes the soul. 

Linda Beletso, one of Jimmie 
Robert’s children, along with Paul Buster, 

Junior Buster’s son, came together with 
the thought of bringing several different 
Seminole musicians to play in Big 
Cypress. Linda Beletso ’s camp is right off 
the main road, SR 833, which is an origi- 
nal home site to the family. A large 
opened tent, tables and chairs were 
brought in to help. Paul Buster brought 
his set up of guitars mics, etc. . . for everyone to use. 

Throughout the day, microphone time was 
given to several different people including Linda 
Beletso, Jo M. North, Andy Buster along with Paul to 
share some of the memories of either of these men or 
of their own parents and music with those attending. 
There were even old guitars displayed that were own- 
ership of Junior Buster. The memory that musicians 
of old can create could become plenty for a song. 

The different types of music for the day 


showed all types of uniqueness, from gospel to rock; 
Singers and music players were: Dan Osceola and 
daughter Vivian, Andy Buster, R.C. North, his father 


Robert playing drums, and Paul Buster and The 
Cowbone Band featuring Paul’s daughter, Jessica 
Buster. Teresa Jumper presented karaoke, bringing 
out more singers. 

Talent wasn’t just showcased with music, 
clothing, jewelry, and all kinds of beaded items were 
also there. 

The musical memorial was a great way to 
honor men of different times and the pride that they 
helped generate for future generations. 



Marlin J. Billie 


Paul Buster, Jessica Buster, R.C. North, Linda Beletso, and 
Andy Buster. 


Family Fun Day May 18 for 
Seminole Youth/Community 

What: Celebrate the end of the school year with the whole family. You will have a chance to 
play together, win exciting prizes, listen to the youth band and meet the people who serve 
you and your children. 

Where: At the Hollywood rez ball field, In front of the Boys & Girls Club 
When: Thursday, May 18 

3:00 - Games and activities for youth and families 
4:00 - Concert begins with youth bands 
4:00-6:00 Interactive community booths & prizes 
6:00 - Dinner/Invocation/Brief Speeches/Concert/Raffle 

Sponsored by: Boys & Girls Club, Health, Language & Culture, Recreation, Family 
Services, Seminole Police, Education, PAC, Hollywood Council Representative Max Osceola 
& Hollywood Board Representative Gloria Wilson 



Eric Bricker 


Clint Bowers and Dewell Johns 




Submitted by Eric Bricker 

BRIGHTON — The sky over Brighton 
somehow seems larger to me than it does in other 
places. I was thinking about that while I watched the 
sun off in the distance to the west. It was burning in a 
perfect circle, like an orange suspended by a string. 
There was a slight breeze in the air, and the cool felt 
good against my face. There was no mistake about it, 
this was a perfect day, and I was grateful for that. 

It was 3:30 p.m. on March 24, and there was 
nothing left for me to do but wait. I busied myself by 


Troy Billie 


pacing nervously around the small aluminum stage, 
trying to picture how we were going to fit all six of us 
and our gear on the narrow metal planks. 

The 4-H barn was brimming with activity as 
the young cowboys and cowgirls prepared their live- 
stock for the evening’s sale. It was surprisingly quiet 
as the participants expertly 
maneuvered their cows and 
pigs in and among the pens 
which were lined up in rows 
under the shelters, and on the 
field next to the 4H barn. 

Dewell Johns and 
Clint Bowers were the first to 
arrive. Dewell wasted no 
time before plugging his 
amplifier into an outlet, tun- 
ing up his guitar, and starting 
to play. “Hey Eric, do you 
know this one?” he asked. It 
was the unmistakable open- 
ing riff to Joe Walsh’s “Life’s 
Been Good To Me So Far.” 

As usual, he pretty much 
nailed it. 

We sat for a while, 
tuning up and warming up as 
Dewell showed me some of 
his latest material. I smiled to 
myself as I was thinking that 
there were few things more 
gratifying than working with 
a young person who loves to 
learn. 

Clint laid his hard- 
shell case down on the stage 
and flipped open the two 
latches in a single motion. 

He opened the case to reveal 
what looked like a medieval combat weapon, but it 
was just his new Ibanez bass. It was stained a very 
cool shade of sunburst, and it had really nice hard- 
ware. 

He plugged in next to Dewell and began 
plucking away. The stage began to vibrate from the 
bass amplifier’s deep rumble. He sounded really good 
and it was easy to see that he had made some pretty 
substantial progress since we all started playing 
together in December 2005. 

As usual, Troy Billie was so quiet, I never 
heard him arrive. “Hey Troy, are we going to hear that 
original song tonight or what?” I asked. Troy shook 
his head “no” and smiled. 

Troy had already told me that he didn’t feel 
ready to play the song in front of an audience, but I 
thought it was worth a try. The truth is that if s a really 
great song, and he wrote it. However, he’s the artist 
and it’s his choice when the song gets played. 

I wondered if Troy realized how much talent 
and potential he really had. I remember thinking that 
he was definitely the kind of young person whose 
ability would take off once he develops more confi- 
dence in himself. After all, for us, that was what 


tonight was all about, young people building confi- 
dence. 

Robert North and his son, RC arrived from 
Hollywood. Robert skillfully guided the truck and 
trailer around the crowds of people preparing for the 
sale. Robert stepped out of the truck and looked curi- 
ously at the stage. 

All six of us quickly moved to the trailer and 
began unloading equipment including drums, hard- 
ware, RC’s guitars and amplifier, and the PA sound 
system. Robert is the director of development and 

operations for the Seminole Tribe of Florida 
Boys & Girls Club. 

He’s also been a drummer since he 
was a young teen. He and I developed the 
idea of a youth prevention program that 
involved music, and tonight these four youth 
were going to have the opportunity to show 
the community what they could do. 

RC went about tuning his guitar and 
adjusted the microphone to the right height. 

He had the acumen of a seasoned professional 
musician, which is basically what he is. At the 
age of sixteen, he’s already recorded his own 
album and played in front of live audiences in 
three different states. 

To me, his hallmark is in his ability 
write original music that he can actually bring 
to life through performance. He has an artist’s 
vision and sense of perfectionism. His unas- 
suming nature belies his extraordinary blend 
of depth, intellect, wit and sincerity. It’s very 
easy to forget that he’s only sixteen years old. 

We had the stage all rigged up and 
ready to go by 5:30 p.m., supper time. All of 
the guests and participants were called for 
dinner. Moses Osceola, Seminole Tribe of 
Florida, Inc., president did the invocation and 
blessing over the meal. Mike Bond, the exten- 
sion agent for the 4H program came to the 
Eric Bricker stage and announced the band to the crowd. 

Mike and his boss Polly Hayes, 4-H 
coordinator and longtime Brighton communi- 
ty member, had been working with us from 
the beginning. They were the ones who pro- 
vided us with the practice space and the opportunity to 
play at the livestock sale. I’d say that we had been 
very fortunate to have them working with us. 

Our set list included classics such as “Folsom 
Prison Blues” by Johnny Cash, “Simple Man” by 
Lynyrd Skynyrd, “Bound to the Floor” by Local H, 


Eric Bricker 


R.C. and Robert North 


“Creep” by Stone Temple Pilots, “Knock’n on 
Heavens Door” by Bob Dylan, “All Along the 
Watchtower” also by Bob Dylan, and an improvised 
blues jam. The young men played very well and the 
show went off without a hitch. 

We received lots of applause, particularly 
when each of the young men was introduced by name. 
When it was all over, we shook hands and congratulat- 
ed each other on the job well done. Dewell’s father, 
Marty Johns approached as we packed up Robert’s 
truck. 

Robert greets Marty and says, “Dewell is 
very talented.” Marty smiles with the unmistakable 
pride shared between fathers and sons. He nods his 
head in approval at the compliment and then states 
with authority “He ought to be, he spends enough time 
at it.” 

We stayed around for a little while talking 
before Dewell, Troy and Clint went off to be with 
their friends and families. Robert and RC got into the 
truck, waved goodbye, and turned the rig around to 
head back to Hollywood. I took off shortly after. 

We all left with the same thought in mind: “I 
can’t wait to do this again.” 



Stirling R 


4101 Davie Rd. Ext. 
Davie, FL 33024 

954 - 436-9905 

BROWARDMOTORSPOinS.COM 
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Okeechobee Battlefield Saved For Future Generations 








By Susan Etxebarria 

TALLAHASSEE, FL — 

Governor Jeb Bush and the Florida Cabinet 
agreed Tuesday April 4 to purchase and 
preserve 145.5 acres of land where great 


this goal. For a few years a committee 
was formed called the “Friends of 
Okeechobee” and they sponsored fantas- 
tic re-enactments. 

The first re-enactment attracted 
600 people; by 2004 there 
were 4,000. Tribal citizen, 
Sandra Osceola of Brighton, 
sat on the Board of Directors 
of the Friends for several 


rainting By Lruy LaBree 

Sam Jones “Abiaka” 


warriors like Alligator, Coacooche (Wild 
Cat) and Sam Jones (Abiaka) stood up 
against the U.S. Army in a violent battle to 
defend the freedoms of the Seminole peo- 
ples. 

The site of the Battle of 
Okeechobee that took place on December 
25, 1837, is a historically important place 
with much significance for Tribal citizens 
of the Seminole Tribe. 

This acreage, located on US 441 
South as you drive past Treasure Island, 
was becoming a juicy piece of land which 
developers eyed for future growth. Now, 
thanks to the efforts of many people over 
the years, especially members of the 
Seminole Tribe, it will become a state 
park. The focal point of this park’s 
attractions will be a living history 
museum to memorialize the Seminole 
people and the great battle they fought 
there. 

“The creation of this new 
park’s museums and educational com- 
ponents will require great involvement 
and great input from the Tribe,” said 
Shawn Henderson, of the President’s 
Office of the Seminole Tribe of Florida, 
Inc. “We are going to have much work to 
do, all kinds of committees will be need- 
ed.” 

Henderson began working on 
behalf of the Tribe to help secure these 
lands six years ago and she was present at 
the signing of the agreement in Tallahassee 
to use funds from Forever Florida, a pro- 
gram designed to preserve endangered 
lands. 

It will cost the state $3.2 million 
dollars to purchase the lands. Florida State 
Parks will then have to plan for roads, 
bathrooms, campgrounds, offices, kiosks 
and many other features of the park. 

Henderson wanted all the readers 
to know just how much representatives of 
state and regional agencies, as well as civic 
leaders in Okeechobee City, Fla. 
have worked to support this 
project including 
Okeechobee City 
Councilman Dowling 
Watford. Also, she said 
that State 
Representative 
Richard Machek, D- 
Delray Beach, 
deserved appreciation 
for his tireless efforts 
to get the agreement 
signed in Tallahassee. 

“Machek was a 
major driving force and 
really had his heart into 
this,” she said. “We’ve got- 
ten over a huge, huge hur- 
dle.” 

With land prices 
escalating in Okeechobee 
she said “in this day and age of develop 
ment 145.5 acres is a miracle.” 


years. 

“I can’t believe it 
actually happened. This is 
huge step, a big step, and I 
hope more Brighton residents 
will want to get involved in 
this.,” Osceola said. 

Osceola said Lorene 
Gopher and her family had 
helped a lot and she wanted to 
emphasize a lot of credit also 
goes to Shawn Henderson. She 
really “stayed on this and got 
it done,” she said. 

“I got involved on the 
Board of Directors of the 
Friends because I am a direct 
descendent of Abiaka 
(Alligator) and because of him 
I am here today,” she said. 

William Steele, his- 
toric preservation officer for 
the Seminole Tribe of Florida, 
was also present in Tallahassee 
to attend the signing of the 
agreement by the governor. 
Steele said he, and other arche- 
ologists, have been involved in 
the ongoing effort to save the 
Okeechobee Battlefield for 21 years but 
he was quick to point out that through- 
out the years there have been many oth- 
ers. 

He said 
Billy Bowlegs 
III had 


Painting By Guy LaBree 


In “Battle of Okeechobee” Guy LaBree paint depicts the battle between Taylor’s troops and the Seminoles. 


112 . 


tried to 
bring 


Lake 

Placto 


The U.S. Army killed 1 1 
Seminoles and wounded 14. 

Once the army was pushed 
\ back from their attack, 
the Indians quickly 
and wisely retreat- 
ed, eventually 


Tribal fairs and festivals. 

He said the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
Museum and Museum Director Tina 
Osceola will be heavily involved. There 
will be opportunities for the Tribe to guide 
the state parks in developing appropriate 
programs and offer public events. 

“The museum in Big Cypress has 


m. M 

HIGHLANDS 


k 4 


Battlefield Site 


General Zachary Taylor 


aware- 
ness of 
the site 44 
years ago when 
he brought historians 
to see the site known to have been the 
camp of Alligator. 

Some say who won the war is in 
debate. Don’t buy the exaggerated claims 
made by General Zachary Taylor to the 
War Department in Washington that he 
won the battle, said Steele. 

Like Andrew Jackson, 
Taylor’s political ambition land- 
ed him in the White House in 
1848; the propaganda he 
circulated about his victo- 
ries against the 
Seminoles led to the 
nickname “Old Rough 
and Ready” referring 
to Taylor’s boast that 
he was ready to 
encounter the rough 
terrain. 

“The fact is he 
lost a lot more soldiers 
than the Seminoles. I don’t 
think the U.S. Army could 
have afforded more victo- 
ries like that,” said Steele. 

The battle 
launched by the U.S. Army 
pitted 1,000 soldiers 

against 400 Indians and their allies, as well 
as Black marksmen escaping from enslave- 


The battlefield site is off of the north corner of Lake Okeechobee in Florida, the 
parcel of land that was purchased for preservation is shown above left. 


always been the main museum for the 
Tribe. The Okalee has always been the 
front door to the BC museum,” Steele said. 
“What we would like to do is turn the 
Okeechobee Battlefield into the front door 
to the Brighton Seminole Reservation.” 

With the backing of the State 
Parks, the re-enactment may be offered 
once again, maybe more than once a year. 

“This is an economic opportunity 
for local communities to increase tourism. 
There are people who only tour battle- 
fields,” said Steele. 

The re-enactment of the Civil War 
battle at Olustee, Florida, drew 40,000 
people this year. 

Even the federal government has 
a stake in supporting this kind of project 
and the preservation of historic sites. In 
2003, President George Bush signed an 
Executive Order called Preserve America 
which Steele pointed out to his brother, the 
Governor. 

In the executive order Section 5 
reads verbatim: “To the extent permitted 
by law and within existing resources, the 
Secretary of Commerce, working with the 
Council and other agencies, shall assist 
States, Indian tribes, and local communi- 
ties in promoting the use of historic prop- 
erties for heritage tourism and related eco- 
nomic development in a manner that con- 
tributes to the long-term preservation and 
productive use of those properties. Such 
assistance shall include efforts to strength- 
en and improve heritage tourism activities 
throughout the country as they relate to 
Federally owned historic properties and 
significant natural assets on Federal lands.” 

This executive order helped the 
governor and the cabinet to preserve the 
Okeechobee Battlefield as well as the fol- 
lowing words in Section 5. 

“Where consistent with agency 
missions and governing law, and where 
appropriate, agencies shall use historic 
properties in their ownership in conjunc- 
tion with State, tribal, and local tourism 
programs to foster viable economic part- 
nerships, including, but not limited to, 
cooperation and coordination with tourism 
officials and others with interests in the 
properties.” 


Painting By Guy LaBree 

Mississippi Volunteers who wore white uniforms were sent in across the marsh first by 
Zachary Taylor before his troops came. 


A purchase of this magnitude 
takes a lot of support and there have been 
many people dedicated to accomplishing 


ment by Southern plantation owners. 
Greatly outnumbered, the Seminoles suc- 
ceeded in killing 26 soldiers and wounding 


moving south to find sanctuary in the 
Everglades. 

According to the authors of 
Seminole Wars by John and Mary 
Lou Missall “the mission of the 
Seminole warriors had been to slow 
the Americans down enough to allow 
the women and children to escape. 
The mission accomplished, it was 
time to go.” 

Many Seminoles today can 
trace their personal ancestry 
to those who fought so 
valiantly in the Okeechobee 
Battlefield. It was the last real 
stand up battle that ended the 
Second Seminole War. For 
years there was an uneasy 
silence from Washington until 
the eruption of the Third 
Seminole War which warfare 
strategy is better character- 
ized as skirmishes rather than 
battles. 

Saving this precious 
Okeechobee Battlefield from 
the bulldozer took a lot of 
persuasion. The National 
Trust for Historic 
Preservation joined the effort 
in 2000. They put the battle- 
field on their list as one of 
this country’s 1 1 most endan- 
gered historic sites. 

What sort of things 
will the Tribe be able to do at 
the new state park, and who 
will do it? Steele said there 
has been talk about building 
a museum, and provide liv- 
ing history events such as 
creating a cooking chickee 
and putting on demonstra- 
tions of traditional Seminole foods, 
much like the cultural exhibits at the 


Lakeport 


Canal Poinl 


Moore Haven 


Pahokee 


Clewiston 


fi- 


Drinking Water 


Belle Glade 


Fee Campgrounds 


Tribune Archives 

This recreational map of Lake Okeechobee shows the magnitude of outdoor activity 
around the lake. 
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Chris Jenkins 

Members of the Seminole Police Department share in on the fun in the potato sack race. 


Chris Jenkins 


These two show teamwork and coordination, 





Chris Jenkins 


Two preschoolers accept their prizes during award presentations. 


Hollywood Preschool Field Day 


By Chris Jenkins 

HOLLYWOOD — March 24 
was a great day to motivate, encourage 
friendly competition and have fun, as 
part of the 5th Annual Hollywood 
Preschool Field Day. The event was 
held at the Hollywood baseball field for 
infants through age five. The games and 
activities lasted from 9-11:30 am. 

The parent committee spon- 
sored Field Day by raising funds 
through bake sales, breakfast sales, and 
catalog fund raising. T-shirts, tents and 
tables were also provided. 

First Year Parent Coordinator 
Downa Bell was enthusiastic about the 
day and outcome. 

“It’s all positive energy, [the 
kids and parents] can come out and 
have fun,” Bell said. “Its also healthy 
and everything is good for the kids.” 

This year featured seven games 
and activities working on eye, hand and 
foot coordination. The events included: 
funky feet, soccer, the three-legged race, 
the bean bag toss, mini-golf, the potato 
sack race and infant mats. 

Everyone came out a winner, 
receiving a certificate, necklace, medal, 


or small trophy. 

Parent Sarah Muniz had two 
kids in this year’s activities; Xiora, 4 
and Mary Jane, 2. Muniz said the annu- 
al event is great and important toward 
language skills development and main- 
taining customs among peers. 

“It helps to keep them within 
the traditions, and helps them interact 
with most of the kids here, and other 
people,” she said. 

The origins of the day came 
from parents and preschool teachers 
who decided to do more with the kids 
outside the classroom environment, 
and according to fifth year Preschool 
Director Leona Tommie-Williams, 
what began as a small get together 
involving only a few parents with only 
four games and activities, has blos- 
somed more every year. 

Members of the Seminole 
Police Department as well as the 
Hollywood Gym have now been 
involved for three years. Williams was 
confident about the field day’s future 
possibilities saying, “Maybe one day in 
the future we might compete with other 
schools on different reservations.” 



Chris Jenkins 


In one of the Field Day’s new activities, infants get in on the fun with 
play mats and fun b alls. 
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Chris Jenkins 


Ready, aim, throw! 



Chris Jenkins 


She leaves 6 em in the dust! 



Chris Jenkins 

It’s a race to the finish as these toddlers show the adults how it’s 


done in the potato sack race. 



Chris Jenkins 


Two participants enjoy their medals after a great day of fun. 



Chris Jenkins 


Showing off those soccer skills. 



Jimmy Wayne Holdiness 


Seminole Indian Chickee Builder 
(239) 340-6453 or (239) 248-7196 


The police know your rights - do you? 
Call my office for a free consultation 

Richard Castillo 

954 - 522-3500 

24 HOURS A DAY 

For fifteen years i have protected rights 

LIKE YOURS. MY OFFICE DEFENDS DUl’S, DRUG 
OFFENSES, SUSPENDED LICENSE, DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE, AND ALL FELONIES AND MISDEMEANORS. 

The hiring of an attorney is an important decision that should not be based solely 
upon advertisement. Richard Castillo worked as a Public Defender in Broward 
County from 1990-1996 and has been in private practice for nine years. 

In 1995 he was voted the Trial Attorney of the year He graduated from 
Capital University in 1989 and was admitted to the Florida Bar in 1990, 

Federal Bar in 1992, and the Federal Trial Bar in 1994. 
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Making Healthy Changes 



Submitted by the Seminole Health Department 

“I know I need to make some changes, but 
how?” This may be a question you have asked your- 
self or heard someone else ask themselves. Busy 
lifestyles, lack of exercise, fast food, or not enough 
sleep can all bring havoc to your health, especially if 
you have diabetes. 

Brighton’s Grace (Youngblood) Koontz has 
made several healthy changes over the past year and a 


half and can feel the benefits. Grace joined our 
pedometer contest in October 2004 and started walk- 
ing with a goal of 5.7 miles per day. 

The contest goal was 200 miles in five 


weeks, and she was the second woman to complete 
that goal. Her weight loss was a bonus! 

To keep making changes, Grace joined our 
Lifestyle Balance Program the next January. Lifestyle 
Balance is a 1 6 week program designed to help people 
to eat healthier, lower fat foods, increase exercise and 
decrease stress. 

Grace attended class, lowered the fat in her 
diet, exercised more, and learned some stress manage- 
ment. She was very successful in Lifestyle 
Balance and continued to shed extra pounds. 

In October 2005, Grace joined the 
pedometer contest again to encourage her 
exercise routine. When Lifestyle Balance 
started again in January 2006, not only did 
Grace join but she offered to help cook the 
healthy meals for the lunchtime meetings. 

Grace has maintained her more than 
60 pound weight loss to date by continuing 
to exercise more, cook healthier meals for 
her family, make better choices while dining 
out and sticking to her plan. She has made 
many healthy changes and can see the results 
in her lower blood sugars and not having to 
take insulin anymore. 

Healthy habits are attainable, and 
well worth it! Change takes time and 
patience. Start out with a goal and a plan. 

The goal should be something that you truly 
believe that you are capable of doing. The 
plan should be specific, small steps to get 
you from what you are doing now to what 
you would like to do. 

“I want to lose weight” is a bit too 
general. A better example of a goal would be 
“I want to lose 10 pounds, so I can better 
manage my diabetes.” 

It can be overwhelming to set a 
goal of losing 25 or 50 pounds. So, breaking 
your main goal into smaller goals can really 
help to make it easier to do. In making a plan, saying 
“I’m going to exercise” is a bit vague. “I’m going to 
walk five days a week for 30 minutes, after dinner” is 
very specific and easier to follow. 


Health Department 

(L-R) Grace Youngblood-Koontz and Darin Koontz. 


Immokalee Dental Clinic Now Open 


Submitted by the Seminole Dental Program 

The Seminole Dental Program is pleased to 
announce that the Immokalee Dental Clinic is now 
open to provide dental and oral health care for resi- 
dents of the Immokalee and surrounding communi- 
ties. 

The Immokalee Dental Clinic will be opera- 


tional on Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday from 9:30 
a.m.-3:30 p.m. The telephone number to schedule an 
appointment is (239) 867-3410. 

If anyone wishes to transfer their dental 
records to the new clinic, a records transfer form 
must be completed and is available at all community 
dental clinics. 


Ask The Counselor 


Dear Counselor, 

My sweetheart and I have 
been living together for four years; 
we have a good relationship and 
plan to marry. However and there 
always seems to be a “however” 
when it comes to men-he appears 
to be addicted to the computer, and 
it goes far beyond his just working 
at home. 

He spends all of his time 
and waking hours on the computer, 
which he has given a pet name .If 
we’re watching a game or a movie, 
he has the computer in front of 
him. I’ve awakened and found him 
in bed-with his computer. 

I’ve checked and he’s not 
in the chat rooms or visiting porno 
sites. In fact, he only e-mails when 
its work related. 

I care a lot about, him, 
but I’m beginning to wonder if this love affair with his 
computer is going to delete me from a meaningful 
place in his life. Counselor, should I be worried? 

Signed, 

Lost 


Dear Lost , 

Rather than worry, devel- 
op a strategy to outwit that intrud- 
ing computer so that you can get 
what you want and need while 
reeling in your partner’s obses- 
sion . Make him shut down his 
computer and talk, face- to face . 

Don ’t scream, don ’t nag, 
but discuss your concerns . Tell him 
you need more of his time and 
attention, which you can ’t get 
when he’s constantly glued to the 
computer. 

With your partner, set 
aside a period each week when the 
two of you can enjoy uninterrupted 
time together. One week you decide 
what you two will do; he decide the 
next week . Computer- related 
activities should be off- limits. 

In addition, you should 
develop your own hobbies so that you won’t feel neg- 
lected when he’s with his other love. 

Signed, 

Counselor 



ftsLHit Phillips 

MS. Menial HiiaEUi Counseling 

Letters of Interest from ( he community 

All letters should be sent to 
ASK THE COl NSELOtt 
Kamil v Services Bepanmenl 
3006 Jofiie Hil he Avernic 
Hollywood, EL 33024 
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Wellness Conference 


at Marco Island 
July 16-21 


Applications for the 

13 th Annual Seminole Wellness Conference 
arc available at the 
Hollywood Family Services Office 

Or 

Administrative frailer 

Deadline for sign up is 
June 16 th , 2006 
No exceptions 


Seminole Children’s Dental Health 
Poster Contest/Raffle Winners 


Submitted by the Seminole 
Dental Program 

Congratulations to 
Sabre Billie, winner of the 
Seminole children’s dental 
health month activities raffle. 
Billie received a custom gift 
basket designed just for her 
including an iPod® and 
iPod® protective cover, a 
Barbie™ B Learning Laptop 
and two CD’s. 

Billie’s name was 
chosen at random from those 
who completed the four des- 
ignated activities celebrating 
Seminole children’s dental 
health month. Activities were 
conducted at the Big Cypress 
Community Center, the 
Brighton Youth Center, the 
Hollywood Boys & Girls 
Club and the Immokalee 
Youth Center, and included 
the creation of a poster along 
with dental word puzzles, 
searches and games. 

Children completing 
each activity received a spe- 
cial gift from the dental pro- 
gram including a light-up 
toothbrush, a tooth- shaped 
note pad, a school pencil kit, 



Dental Program 

Raffle winner Sabre Billie (center) and parents Sheila and William Bevenue. 



Dental Program 


Sabre Billie (left) with Yolanda Valdez, assistant director of the Big 
Cypress Community Center. 


and a pot and ‘seeded’ tooth to grow 
forget-me-not flowers. 

Education advisors from Ft. 
Pierce, Tampa and Trail as well as 
the Field Office in Naples also dis- 
tributed dental activities and gifts to 
the school children in their areas. 

Winners of the poster con- 
test are: Big Cypress: Bianca Acosta, 
Katie Bert, Eyanna Billie, Gloria 
Brooks, Anthony Cypress and 
Annabelle Whiteshield; Hollywood: 
Delia Harjo Tiffany Baker and Jaide 
Micco; Immokalee: Jon Jimmie, and 
Keniya Yzaguirre. There is also one 
name unknown winner. 

The Seminole Dental 
Program would like to recognize and 
thank Yolanda Valdez, Salina 
Dorgan, Robert North, Thommy 
Doud, Gary Mclnturff, Emma 
Brown, Stephanie Johns, Ericka 
Cypress, Kristine Frank and all staff 
that assisted the Dental Program in 
making this year’s Seminole chil- 
dren’s dental health something to 
cheer. 


HAVE YOU BEEN INJURED? 

Automobile Accidents 
Medical Negligence 
Nursing Home Abuse/ 

Neglect 
Slip & Falls 

Anthony "Tony" Scalese 
Tribal Member Pueblo of Isleta 


As a Native American, I respect your 
special needs and concerns. Ifyou or 
a family member have been injured, 
please call for a free, confidential 
consultation. No fee unless money 
recovered. We will work to protect 
your legal rights. 

30 years of trial experience 

The Law Offices of 
Collier & Scalese 
(954) 436-6200 

499 N.W. 70 Ave. Suite 106, Plantation, Florida 33317 

The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. 

Before you decide, ask us to send you free written information about our qualifications and experience. 
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The Healthy 
Senior 


By Fred Cicetti 

[Editor s Note: Fred Cietti is a syndi- 
cated columnist who writes about 
issues concering senior citizens ' health. 
The opinions he expressed are his own. If 
you would like to ask a question, please 
write fredcicetti@gmail.com. All Rights 
Reserved © 2006 by Fred Cicetti] 

Q. I’ve been told I should exer- 
cise more, but I’m afraid that at my 
age (73) I might damage something. 

Am I safer as a couch potato? 

All the current scientific evi- 
dence shows that geezers should exercise, 
even though many older people think it 
could harm them. Study after study 
demonstrates that seniors hurt theiis 
a lot more by being sedentary. 

If you’re inaq 
rate. Physical activity 
your capacity. Mi 
less of age 05 
increasing 
level 


health 

M^J| you deterio- 
^ can help restore 
Nt older adults, regard- 
^condition, will benefit from 
^physical activity to a moderate 


Warning: If you want to begin a 
new exercise program, you should consult 
your physician and request a list of exer- 
cises that are best for your age and physi- 
cal condition. 

Four types of exercise are impor- 
tant for your health. These are exercises 
for strength, balance, stretching and 
endurance. 

Strength exercises build muscle 1 
and raise your metabolism. Doing these 
exercises will help to keep your weight 
down. 

Balance exercises help prevent 
falls and, therefore, will keep you from 
breaking yourself and losing your inde- 
pendence. Each year, U.S. hospitals have 
300,000 admissions for broken hips; 
many of them are the result of falls. 

Stretching exercises give you 
more freedom of movement. And 
endurance exercises raise your pulse and 
breathing. 

Here are 10 tips to make any 
exercise program safe: 

1 . Don’t hold your breath during 
strength exercises. This could affect your 
blood pressure. 

2. When lifting weights, use 
smooth, steady movements. Breathe out 
as you lift or push a weight, and breathe 
in as you relax. 




3. 

Avoid jerk- 
ing or thrust- 
ing move- 
ments. 

4 . 

Avoid locking 
thej 


Wn ts of your 
mp” F s and legs into 
strained position. 

5. Some 

soreness and slight 
fatigue are normal 
after muscle-building 
exercises. Exhaustion, 
sore joints, and painful 
muscle pulls are not 
normal. 

6 . Always warm 
up before stretching exer- 
cises. 

7. Stretching 
should never cause pain, 
especially joint pain. 

8 . Never bounce into 
a stretch; make slow steady 
movements instead. 

9. To prevent injuries, 
use safety equipment such as hel 
mets for biking. 

10. You should be able to 
talk during endurance exercises. 

Measuring your progress can 
motivate you. Test yourself before 
starting to exercise to get a baseline 
score. Test and record your scores each 
month. The following are some tests you 
can use, if your doctor approves. 

For endurance, see how far you 
can walk in exactly six minutes. For 
lower-body strength, time yourself as you 
walk up a flight of stairs as fast as you 
can safely. For upper-body strength, 
record how much weight you lift and how 
many times you lift that weight. For bal- 
ance, time yourself as you stand on one 
foot, without support, for as long as pos- 
sible. Have someone stand near you in 
case you lose your balance. Repeat the 
test while standing on the other foot. 

Remember, above all, exercise 
should make you feel better. 


Nutrition and Dental Health 



Submitted by the Seminole Dental 
Program 

March was National 
Nutrition Month. Good 
nutrition plays an 
important role in good 
dental health. Frequent 
snacking of sugary good- 
ies and drinks increases 
the risk of developing 
tooth decay. 

Some snacks 
have “hidden sugars.” 

Corn syrup, high fructose 
com symp, modified corn- 
starch, and maltose are all sugar. If 
you see one of these terms listed as 
one of the first ingredients on a food 


label-be cautious. Many snacks claim to 
be low in fat, or have no fat. But a review 
of the food label will probably tell you that 
it is high in sugar and calories. 

One or two snacks a day 
is okay, but choose tooth friendly 
snacks such as fresh fruits and 
vegetables or cheese. These choic- 
es will also be better for your overall 
health! 

For more information 
about Nutrition and Dental 
Health, please contact the 
Seminole Dental 
Program: Big Cypress: 
(863) 983-5151, Brighton : 

(863) 763-0271, Hollywood : (954) 964- 
3411 andlmmokalee : (239) 867-3400. 


Attention Tribal Women 
Age 35 and older: 

The Mobile Mammography Van from 
Memorial Hospital will be at the Seminole 
Clinic on Tuesday, May 9, 2006! 

This is a great time to get your yearly 
mammogram! 

Please call Tina, Health Educator, at (954) 962-2009 
ext. 1 13 to set up your appointment time. 






Local Calls; 305 * 557* 131 1 www.pafmettomoiorsports.com 
6400 West 20th Ave, Hialeah (Miami), FL 33016 (Palmetto X-Way (826) at NW 122nd St. Exit) 
MONDAY thru FRIDAY - 3:00am tilt 6:30pm Saturday - 3;00am tilt 5:00pm Sunday - Gone Riding 
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MIAMPS MOTORSPORTS SUPERSTORE SINCE 1B75 


HM85 
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Special Besinne>TraTck! 


Seminole Trite Motocross, Big Cypress Indian Reservation, He 61 Box 46, Clewisfon, Florida 3 3 440 
Office: 853-983-1894 or 383-983^ f 90S, FAX: 863-983-3454 • www.seminotetribematacross.coni 







GET THE LOOK ! 

JR SEAU, JASON TAYLOR, MARSHALL FAULK 
BRAD PENNY, AJ BURNETT & MANY MORE DID! 

★ GO WHERE THE STARS SHOP AND 
GET TREATED LIKE A STAR !!! 


CUSTOM BILLET GRILLES 
FOR ALL 
CARS & TRUCKS 


TOOL BOXES 


BILLET GRILLES 


ALL TIRES 13"- 44* 


LIFT KITS/LOWERING KITS 13” - 26” CUSTOM WHEELS AIRAID / SUPERCHIPS 


AUDIOVOX DVD/VCP/TUNER FIBERGLASS TONNO'S BRUSHGUARDS/NERFBARS 

M-F 9am - 6pm I WWW.CALCUSTOMS.COM I SAT 9am - 3pm 

4721 RAVENSWOOD RD / FT LAUDERDALE, FL 33312 

(954) 981-7223 / FAX; (954) 981-3401 


AIR INTAKES 







The Seminole Tribune 


14 


April 28 f 2006 



www.nammys.com 


TICKETS ON SALE NOW 


THE NEW HARD ROCK LIVE, Heart-pumping, adrenaline- rushing front row sound 
in every acoustically superior seat. It’s Florida’s hottest new arena. 

COME EARLY. STAY LATE. Over 2,000 games. 22 shops. 1 7 restaurants. 

11 clubs & lounges. 500 luxurious rooms and a European style spa. 


GET TICKETS 

Hard Rock Live Box Office: Noon - 7PM Daily 
tic ketmsster outlets and www.ticketmaster.com 
or charge by phone: Miami/Dade: 305.358.5885 
Broward: 954.523.3309 / Palm Beach: 561.966,3309 

All tickets subject to applicable service charges. 
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Education ♦ Emahaayeeke ♦ Kerretv 



Submitted by Judy Weeks 

Computer class at Immokalee Library (L-R): Michelle Ford, Rosa Garcia, Amy Clay, Judy Weeks, Jasmine 
Porter, Tushka Hill, Instructor Roger Fabel, and Juanita Martinez. 


Computer Classes on the Rez 


By Judy Weeks 

Education has been called the key to the door 
of the future, and this old adage has been proven true 
over and over again. A wise elder once said, “I learn 
something every day and when I stop learning my life 
will be over.” 

With these thoughts in mind, the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida attempts to provide its members with 
every possible opportunity to help them succeed in the 
fast paced world of the 21st Century. 

Currently computer classes are being offered 
on some of the reservations through the Family 
Services department. Adult Vocational Administrator 
Jasmine Porter can be contacted in her Hollywood 
office by calling (954) 965-1300, Ext. 175; to locate 
the class closes to you. 

The classes are free to all adult tribal mem- 
bers, but you must be at least 1 8 years of age to 
attend. The small, friendly groups meet for two four- 
hour sessions each month giving you an opportunity to 
absorb and put into use what you have learned before 
trying to take on more information. 

Instructor Roger Fabel of Protech Computer 
Systems has an extensive background in teaching 
computer skills as well as their engineering and con- 
struction. He presents the information in a very laid- 
back and easily comprehended manner during his dis- 
course and willingly answers questions and helps to 
solve your computer issues. 

A group in Immokalee have just completed a 
four month series attending Computer 101 through 
401. The program was so well received that applicants 


have requested that the classes be offered again for 
those who started late or would like to refresh their 
memories. 

Whether you are a beginner to the world of 
technology and have never touched a computer or 
have considerable experience, the classes will definite- 
ly be of benefit. 

In Computer 101, you will learn about the 
instrument itself, its components and capabilities. By 
the time you have completed 401, you will know how 
to prepare spread sheets, format and program your 
computer to your individual needs. 

Have you ever felt that your computer is 
smarter than you? Now is the time to even the odds 
and take control. Have you had to ask for assistance 
when your computer seems to lock up, sent messages 
you don’t understand or taken forever to compile and 
print forms and data sheets? Even the most experi- 
enced individual will be surprised by some of the 
short cuts and benefits that can be derived by simply 
pressing a key or using the mouse as an extension of 
your hand and mind. 

Many people remark, “I have lived a whole 
lifetime without a computer and I am doing just fine.” 

They probably will continue to do so, but by 
learning about this modem technology, they can open 
the door to a whole new world and broaden their hori- 
zons. There is no limit to the information and enter- 
tainment that will be right at their fingertips. 

Don’t miss out on this opportunity of a life- 
time! Call today to reserve a space for you in the next 
session. You will find it very rewarding. 



Students Excel in School Public Speaking Competition 


By Emma Brown 

BRIGHTON — Everett Youngblood, 
Acealyn Youngblood and Steven Johns-Ashley are all 
students at Seminole Elementary who recently partici- 
pated in their classroom 4-H/Tropicana Public 
Speaking competition where each of them earned first 
place. This contest is held district wide for 
fourth and fifth graders to help sharpen their 
public speaking skills. 

By placing in their classroom com- 
petition they earned a spot to compete in the 
school wide competition held on April 13. 

Everett Youngblood is the fourth grade son of 
Kelly and Kim Youngblood from Brighton. 

His speech was about “his people,” the 
Seminoles and their culture. 

Acealyn Youngblood is the fourth 
grade daughter of Robert and Brenda 
Youngblood of Brighton. Her speech was 
titled “My Native Life” and expressed her 
feelings on what being Native American 
means to her. 

Steven Johns-Ashley is the son of 
Amy Johns of Brighton and Ray Ashley of 
Arizona. He gave his speech on the life of a 
wolf. Not only did Steven earn first place in 
his classroom competition, but he went on to 
win second place overall in the school wide 
competition earning him a spot at the county 


wide competition coming up in May. 

Each of these students are to be commended 
for their confidence that enabled them to speak in 
front of their peers, which is not easy for many stu- 
dents. Congratulations go to each of them and good 
luck to Steven at the upcoming county competition. 


Emma Brown 

Everett Youngblood 



Chris Jenkins 

Broward Police Academy graduate, Allen Colon (third from left) poses with officers from the Seminole 
police department and new co-workers (1 to r- Sgt. Laura Herron, Deputy Chief William Latchford and 
Lt. Phil Gonzalez). 


* Service Aide 

Continued from page 1 

The specific duties involved with his job are 
to serve on traffic and crash scene investigations, 
respond and answers delayed emergency calls and 
enforce ordinance and parking laws. 


Colon says this is just the first step in his 
climb up the ranks, his plan is to grow and gain expe- 
rience for one year as a police service aide, then begin 
the five month process of training to become a sworn 
police officer. Thereafter, Colon wants to maintain at 
least a 1 5 year career on the squad. Once his bad guy 
chasing days are behind him, he wants to pursue a 
career in tribal politics and administration. 


Education Preschool Staff Attend Ooey, 
Gooey Lady Seminar 




Preschool cook Elva “Bay” Montez looking at booths. 


Michelle Ford 


By Judy Weeks 

ESTERO, FL — Immokalee 
Preschool Manager Michelle Ford and two 
members of her staff, Elva “Bay” Montez 
and Rosa Garcia, took advantage of a 
golden opportunity when they attended a 
workshop with the “Ooey, Gooey Lady.” 

The Early Childhood Association 
of Florida brought Lisa Murphy to Lee and 
Collier Counties and scheduled her presen- 
tation at the Three Oakes Conference 
Center on Feb. 22. 

Murphy has been an early child- 
hood educator for more than 1 5 years and 
has worked with children in a variety of 
environments including Head Start 
Programs, private preschools, family child 
care and kindergartens. She acquired her 
nickname, “Ooey-Gooey Lady,” when she 
was asked to give an impromptu presenta- 
tion at a convention. With no subject in 
mind, she quickly saved the day by intro- 
ducing a child craft idea, which proved to 
be extremely beneficial in developing 
childhood skills. 

Tom and Lisa Murphy created an 
educational consulting firm in 1997 to 
bring high-energy, exciting and informa- 
tive hands-on workshops to teachers, directors, parents 
and family childcare providers. They promote environ- 
ments where children are actively engaged in real, 


importance of early experiences and how play is 
kindergarten readiness. The discussion revolved 
around seven things that care providers need to do 
with children each day and 
how to introduce them into 
the schedule: create, move, 
sing, discuss, observe, read 
and play. 

As a speaker, 
Murphy was very well 
informed, humorous, interest- 
ing and captivated her audi- 
ence. The participants were 
given an opportunity to get 
information about educational 
degrees from Florida Gulf 
Coast University and the ben- 
efits of membership in Early 
Childhood Association of 
Florida (ECA) and National 
Association for the Education 
of Young Children (NAEYC). 

While this was not a 
required class, all three mem- 
bers of the Immokalee 
Preschool staff welcomed the 
opportunity to attend. They 
enjoyed the workshop 
immensely and learned a 
number of things that they 
can use on the job. In addi- 
tion, they were able to earn 
continuing education units to renew their child devel- 
opment associate credentials and director’s credentials. 


Submitted by Judy Weeks 

(L-R) Preschool Teacher Rosa Garcia, Preschool Cook Elva “Bay” Montez, 
“Ooey, Gooey Lady” Lisa Murphy, and Immokalee Preschool Center 
Manager Michelle Ford. 


meaningful experiences, not “cute” fluffy time fillers. 
The subject of her presentation was the 


South Florida's number one country western 
nightclub and restaurant 



The Round Up is South 
number one country western 
nightclub and restaurant. 
Wednesday - Sunday 
6 p.m. to 4 a.m., 
four fuil-liquor bars seven 
gourmet dinners served all night. 


Dance Lessons 

Wednesday - Advanced Line Dance, 7:30 pnt-8:30 pm 
Thursday - Always Two-Step, S pm - 9 pm 
Beginners Line Dance Lessons, 7 pm - 8 pm 
Friday - Intermediate Line Dance, 7:30 pm - 8:30 pm 
Saturday - Line Dance Lessons, 7 pm - 8 pm 
Couples Dance Lessons , 8 pm - 9 pm 
Sunday - Beginner Line Dance Lessons - 7 pin - 9 pm 

With good food, great music, a large dance floor, the best entertainment, 
the most outrageous drink specials, and rooms packed full of beautiful 
people, a good time is a sure thing at “The World Famous Round Up" 

The Round Up is located at: 

9020 W. State Road 84 
Davie, Florida 33324. 

(Southwest Corner of 1-595 and Pine Island Road in the Pine Island Plaza} 
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MENTION THIS AD FOR $1,000 SEMINOLE TRIBUNE DISCOUNT 
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OVER 175 TOR QUALITY USED 

SOME EXAMPLES: 


TO 


2001 VOLKSWAGEN PftSSAT 
2001 VOLKSWAGEN NEW BEETLE 

1999 VOLKSWAGEN CABRIO 
2001 TOVOTA TRUCK TACOMA 
2001 TOYOTA TRUCK 4 RUNNER 
2003 T0V0TA HIGHU1NCP 
2001 TOVOTA SOLARA 

2003 TOVOTA COROLLA 
2001 TOVOTA RAW 

2003 TQVQTA HIGHLANDER 
20W TOYOTA CAMRY 

2004 SUZUKI VERONA 
2003 SATURN VUE 

2003 PONTIAC GRANT} AM 

1992 PONTIAC GRAND AM 
1997 PONTIAC SUNFIRE 
1997 PONTIAC SUNFIRE 
1990 PLYMOUTH ACCLAIM 

2001 (MOBILE AURORA 

1993 (MOBILE ERAVADA 
19930LDSMQ6SLE ClERA 
1986 (MOBILE DELTA SB 

2005 NISSAN TRUCK PATHFINDER 
2005 NISSAN TRUCK MO RANG 
2005 NISSAN TRUCK MRANC 
1993 NISSAN TRUCK PATHFINDER 

2002 NISSAN ALTO 

2003 NISSAN ALTO 
2005 NISSAN ALTO 
Ml NISSAN BENTRA 
2003 NISSAN BENTRA 

2000 MITSUBISHI W0WTER0 SPOFU 
2003 MITSUBISHI LANCER 

2003 MITSUBISHI (XANT 
2003 MITSUBISHI DUTLANCER 
1997 MITSUBISHI MIRAGE 
2005 MERCURY TRUCK MOUNTAINEER 


2006 MERCURY TRUCK MARINER 

2001 MERCURY SABLE 
1993 MERCURY COUGAR 

2002 MERCURY GRAND MARQUIS 
2002 MAZDA MIUENIA 

2002 MAZDA 626 
2005 MAZDA TRIBUTE 
2005 MAZDA 5 

2002 MAZDA MAZDA MPVES 

2003 MAZDA PROTEGE 

1999 MAZDA MIATA 

2003 LINCOLN THUCK NAVIGATOR 

2004 LINCOLN THICK AVIATOR 
1939 LINCOLN TOWN CAR 

2005 LINCOLN TOWN CAR 

2003 XI A SEDOVA 
2005 KIA OPTIMA 
2005 KIA OPTIMA 

1992 JEEP TRUCK WRANGLER 
2001 JEEPCHEHOKEE 

2004 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 
2004 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 
2003 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 

2000 JEEP CHE ROKEE 

2001 JEEPCHEHOKEE 

2001 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 

2002 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 

1993 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 

2002 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 

2003 JEEP LIBEFTTV 
2002 HYUNDAI SONATA 

2004 HYUNDAI ACCEKF 

2002 HYUNDAI SANTA FE 

2003 HYUNDAI ACCENT 

2005 HYUNDAI SANTA FE 

2006 HUM MEH 
2002 HONDA ACCORD 


2005 HONDA CIVIC 

2005 HONDA ACCORD 
1999 GMC JIMMY 
1999 GMC YUKON 
2003 GMC SIERRA 1500 

2002 GMC SIERRA 1500 
2D01 GMC SONOMA 

2006 GMC YUKON 
m GMC QK1500 

2003 FORD TRUCK MAB 

2001 FORD TRUCK FI 50 
1997 FORD TRUCK EXPLORER 

2002 FORD TRUCK F353 

2002 FDRDTflUCKFl&D 
1999 FORD TRUCK F550 
1991 FORD TRUCK EXPLORER 

2003 FORD TRUCK FI 53 
2002 FORD TRUCK RANGER 

2002 FORD TRUCK FT S3 

2003 FORD TRUCK F250 
2005 FORD TRUCK F350 
2002 FORD TRUCK F-450 
1999 FORD TRUCK FI 53 
2002 FORD TRUCK EXPLORER 

2002 FORD TRUCK FtM 

2003 FORD TRUCK EXPEDITION 

2001 FORD TRUCK F150 

2002 FORD TRUCK EXPEDITION 
2D05 FORD TRUCK F35D 

1935 F ORD TRUCK F25D 
1999 FORD TRUCK EXPLORER: 

2004 FORD TRUCK EXPLORER 
2034 FORD TRUCK F35D 
2002 FORD TRUCK FT5D 

2004 FORD TRUCK f 150 

2005 FORD TRUCK EXPLOR ER 
2005 FORD TRUCK EXPLORER. 


2002 FORD TRUCK EXPEDITION 
1 996 FORD TRUCK EXPLORER 

2003 FORD TRUCK F350 
2002 FORD TRUCK WINOSTAR 
2002 FORD TRUCK F150 

2095 FORD TRUCK ECONOLINE E350 
1 990 FORD TRUCK HANGER 
2992 FORD TRUCK FZffi 
199B FORD TRUCK EXPLORER 

2002 FORD TRUCK F150 
2001 FORD TRUCK F250 

2003 FORD TRUCK EXCURSION 
2932 FORD TRUCK RANGER 
2003 FORD TRUCK ESCAPE 

2001 FORD TRUCK F1SO 
2009 FORD TRUCK EXCURSION 

2002 FORD TRUCK EXPEDITION 
1 996 FORD TRUCK EXPLORER 
1993 FORD TRUCK F250 

2002 FORD TRUCK EXPEDITION 
2094 FORD TRUCK F150 
2005 FORD TRUCK F350 
200? FORD TflUCK EXPEDITION 
20tt FORD TRUCK FtSO 

1937 FORD TRUCK F250 

1999 FORD TRUCK WIN CSTAR 

2003 FORD TRUCK WINE-STAR 
1995 FORD TRUCK WINUSTAR 

2000 FORD TRUCK FI 50 
1999 FORD TRUCK WINDSTAR 
2005 FORD TAURUS 

2004 FORD FOCUS 

2002 FORD FOCUS 

2903 FORD CROWN VICTORIA 

2003 FORD FOCUS 

2001 FORD FOCUS 
2003 FORD FOCUS 


FROM! 

m FORD FOCUS 
1997 FORD CONTOUR 
2005 FORD TAURUS 
2005 FORD TAURUS 
1997 FORD THUNDER BIRD 

1999 FORD ESCORT 

2304 DODGE TRUCK RAM P/ll T5G0 
2002 DODGE TRUCK RAM P/U 2500 
m DODGE NEON 
2002 DODGE NEON 

2005 DODGE MAGNUM 
2002 DODGE DURANGO 
m DODGE DURANGO 
2301 DODGE STRATUS 

2001 DODGE DURANGO 

2006 CHRYSLER 300 
m CHRYSLER VOYAGER 

2301 CHRYSLER 300M 
2006 CHRYSLER 300 
2005 CHRYSLER 300 
2005 CHRYSLER 300 
2304 CHRYSLER SEBflING 
2303 CHRYSLER CONCORDE 

2000 CHRYSLER PT CRUISER 

2002 Chrysler ft cruiser 

2003 CHRYSLER SEBRING 
2O0? CHRYSLER CONCORDE 

2302 CHRYSLER SEBRING 
2335 CHRYSLER FT CRUISER 

2334 CHEVROLET TRUCK TFAIBlAZER 
23C4 CHEVROLET TRUCK SILVERADO 1500 
2002 CHEVROLET TRUCK TAHOE 
2000 CHEVROLET TRUCK SILVERAD0 1500 
20CC- CHEVROLET TRUCK SlQ PICKUP 
1S9CHPJROLETTRUCKS10 PICKUP 
23C3 CHEVROLET TRUCK S 1 0 PICKUP 
1997 CHEVRC1ETTRUCK VENTURE 


MANY HARD TO FIND VEHICLES LIKE. ..EXCURSIONS, WRANGLERS, 
DIESELS. CREW CABS. PT CRUISERS, MAGNUMS, BMWS & LOTS MORE! 



*** 


525 NW AVE L 
BELLE GLADE 


LINCOLN MERCURY 


^5 . 800 - 909-8915 

^ xZ&z* www.gladesmotors.com 



PHsCERLUS ^AX TAG A FEES,* WITH APPROVED CflEDIT ‘52,000 DOWN SO VETOES LESS *QR GlMJiANTEED EWNCiNG DEALER NOT RESPONSIBLE FOP TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS SEE GEALEP FOR COMPLETE DETAILS QMGfiO&;: 
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Sports Ham-pa -leesh-ke Vkkopvnkv 



2006 

Seminole Tribe 
Sports Festival 


Thursday, May 25, 2006 

Banquet 

Bonaventure Resort 
Global Ballroom A 
6:30 pm 


Friday, May 26, 2006 

Pool 

Bonaventure Resori 
Global Ballroom C1D 
Men's/ Women's 8-Ball 
$10 Entry Fee 
Register 10:00- f 1 :00 am 
Shoot (5' 1 12:00 pm 
* 

Bowling 

Pembroke Pines AMF 
Bowling Lanes 
Teams -12- 9:00 p.m, 

$64,00 per A Person Team 
* 

Co-Ed Slow Pitch Softball 

Hollywood Recreation Softball Complex 
To Register a Team Call (954] 989-9457. 
Registration Fee $250.00 per team 

Saturday, May 27, 2006 

Pool 

Bonaventure Resort 
Global Ballroom C & D 
Men's/ Women's Team 8-Ball 
$10 Entry Fee Per Person 
Register 1 0:00 - 1 ) :QG am 
Shoot @ 1 2:00 pm 
* 

Bowling 

Pembroke Pines AMF 
Bowling Lanes 
Singles - 1 2 - 9:00 p.m. 

$16.00 per Person 

*> 

Co-Ed Slow Pitch Softball 

Hollywood Recreation Softball Complex 
To Register a Team Coll (954) 989-9457. 
Registration Fee $250.00 per team 


Seminole Youth Basketball players washing cars. 


Marlin J. Billie 


BC Youth Basketball Team Car Wash & Cookout 


By Marlin J. Billie 

BIG CYPRESS — During the 
Ahfachkee School’s Spring Break the 
youth basketball players set their sights on 
fundraising. 

Coach Eddie Redd, led the group 
as they huddled at the gym and started the 
car washing. First, they had to get cars and 
trucks to pull in. Signs were made and the 
traffic in front of the gym was being 
stopped and asked “To earn money by 
washing their car or truck, or a donation 
would also help.” 

The community came to the call 
of the youth and their desire to get out and 
put in a little hard work for the good of the 
rest of the team. 

Justin Osceola coaches one of the 
four youth teams that range in age from 1 0 
years old and younger, 12 years old and 
younger, and a girls and boys 14 year old 
and younger. 

“Even though the youth basket- 
bailers carry the Seminole Big Cypress 
name to all the tournaments around the 
state, not all of the players and volunteers 


are Seminole Tribal members,” said 
Osceola. “This is one of the ways we share 
and spend time with them to let them know 
that their hard work is appreciated.” 

William Lee Jumper coaches the 
14 year and younger girls team, and 
Bronson Hill coaches the 14 year old and 
younger boys team. Not all of the team- 
mates come from Big Cypress either; they 
come from all reservations and non-resi- 
dents. 

Everyone meets at the place of the 
tournament, whether it’s Tampa or 
Jacksonville or North Carolina these play- 
ers and parents arrive in time to play-and 
play they do. Most of the time all teams 
place either first or second, trophies to 
prove it too! 

There are many people who the 
coaches want to thank for helping out with 
the groundwork that made this possible, 
including the many volunteers who donat- 
ed hours to cook, bake and barbecue. Also, 
volunteers who helped transport when 
players need to be at different gyms or 
when someone is sick and all that needs 


attending to that no one thinks about. 

The pressure machine that was 
loaned to the kids to wash the cars and the 
space at the gym was greatly appreciated. 
Thanks to Seminole Tribal leaders for their 
support during the basketball season and 
during this fundraiser, such as Chairman 
Mitchell Cypress, Councilman David 
Cypress, Board Representative Paul 
Bowers, Councilman Max B. Osceola Jr. 
and Councilman Andy Bowers Jr. Also, 
thanks to everyone who showed some kind 
of support is greatly appreciated. 

The youth basketball teams are 
currently in the traveling mode these week- 
ends. They bring home trophies from dif- 
ferent parts of the state, these are open 
youth tournaments with AAU and other 
qualifying credentials. 

If anyone wants more information 
about these teams or wish to travel with 
them as they continue their dominance call 
Eddie Redd, (863) 983-9659, at the Big 
Cypress Recreation department. He can 
give out information about schedules or the 
next game or even trying out for the team. 


Relay For Life 


By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — The 

Immokalee High School Track was the 
center of activity on March 10-11. At this 
time the community joined together in the 
Relay For Life in support of the American 
Cancer Society. 

Started in 1985 by Dr. Gordon 
Klatt, a Tacoma, Wash., colorectal surgeon, 
it has become an annual fund raiser to sup- 
port cancer research and education as well 
as a celebration for cancer survivors. 
Communities throughout the U.S. have 
become involved and offer their over- 
whelming support of the mission of the 
American Cancer Society. 

This is Immokalee ’s first year of 
participation in the Relay for Life and they 
have entitled it the Harvest For Hope. 
Nutritionist Charlotte Porcaro of the 
Seminole Tribe was instrumental in form- 
ing Team Seminole and helping to put the 
relay together. A booth was set up by Team 
Seminole and manned by Porcaro both 
days to offer information to the community 
about cancer prevention, early detection 
and treatment. 


bounce house as well 
as aerobics and 
organized laps 
around the tract. 

A luminaria 
ceremony took place 
at 9 p.m. followed by 
Nightspiker™, a 
glow-in-the-dark vol- 
leyball game. In 
between laps around 
the tract throughout 
the night, several 
diversions were 
planned: Campsite 
contest, crazy paja- 
mas, crazy hats, 
Limbo, Trivial 
Pursuit®, reverse 
laps and bad hair 
contests. 

A pancake 
breakfast hosted by 
the Immokalee 
Ministerial 
Association took 
place at 7 a.m. and 


in Immokalee 




• 1 — tu 


Submitted by Judy Weeks 


Michelle Ford made several laps during the relay. 
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Sunday, May 28, 2006 

Pool 

Bonaventure Reset I 
Global Ballroom C. & D 
Men's/ Women's 9- Ball 
$10 Enlry Fee 
Register 1:00 - 2:00 pm 
Shoot -q: 2: 1 5 pm 
* 

Bowling 

Pembroke Pines AMF 
Bowling Lanes 
Men & Women's Doubles 
Mixed Doubles 
1 2 - 9:00 p.m. 

$32.00 per Team 

4* 

Golf 

Bonaventure Country Club 
4 Man Blind Draw 
Register 8:00’ a.m. 

9:00 a.m. - 18 Hole Shot Gun Start 
$20 Entry Fee Per Person 


Monday, May 29, 2006 

Golf 

Bonaventure Country Club 
3 Person Teams 
Bring Your Own Team! 

$20 Entry Fee Per Person 
Register 8:00 a.m. 

9:00 a.m. ■ 18 Hole Shot Gun Start 
See Map For Directions 
Have a Safe Trip Hornet 




Michelle Ford 

Chelsey Ford (center) participating in the aerobics class at the Relay for Life. 


the Ronald McDonald Care Mobile gave 
growth and development screening for 
children. Various contests were organized 
to occupy participants throughout the 
morning, with a Ceremony of Hope and 
the Closing Relay at noon. 

Team Seminole distributed red T- 
shirts to each of it members and celebrated 
a very good turnout. Michelle Ford of the 
Immokalee Seminole Preschool walked for 
over an hour and a half, while one of her 
teachers, Rosa Garcia, took first place in 
the number of laps walked. She completed 
30 laps which totaled more than seven- 
and-a-half miles on March 1 1 . 

A special thank you to each of the 
relay teams who provided the amenities 
which made this such a success: bounce 
house, pins, bracelets, necklaces, ice 
cream, sweets, games, smoothies, breakfast 
burritos, subs, hamburgers, popcorn and 
other refreshments. 

At the conclusion of the Relay for 
Life, Immokalee participants had raised a 
sum total of $22,000 in support of the 
American Cancer Society. 


The Seminole Tribe’s 
Massage Therapist Tracey Delarosa, 
was on hand with her chair to offer 
free therapy to the participants and 
encourage them to develop a healthy 
and safe exercise routine. Knowing 
and caring for your body can go a 
long wait toward prevention and 
detection of some types of cancer. 

Immokalee Council Liaison 
Ralph Sanchez made a generous con- 
tribution on behalf of the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida to kick off the dona- 
tions. 

Edna McDuffie, captain of 
Team Seminole, was on hand Friday 
evening at 5 p.m. for the registration 
and opening ceremonies. Immokalee 
High School Principal Manny Touron 
offered opening remarks, led the 
Victory Lap and the Caregiver 
Recognition. 

Numerous activities were 
planned for the event which lasted 
until noon on March 12. These 
included a kids area with coloring, 
story time, scavenger hunt and 



Submitted by Judy Weeks 

Members and employees of the Seminole Tribe of Florida proudly participated in the 
Cancer Society’s Relay for Life in Immokalee. 
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Attention All 2006 Rez Rally 
Participants 

Below is a list of participants who need to contact Melanie Wells of the 
Health department at (954)962-2009, Ext. 161 

Elisa Moore 
Dwayne Hughes 
Ashley Parker 
Shamy Tommie 
Tasha Osceola 
Nupa Twoshoes 
Jessica Osceola 
Jim Russell 
Levi Battiest 
Alexander Tommie 
Kowak Billie 
Darryl Billie 


~~tgL 



Mag lil, 


MgM @ mbs 

Big Cypress Rodeo Arena 


CMS Sms 

Mlmgj ISGBa <Sp JLtSGDn 

Bs(M) sum. to Ss<M> p.m. 

(063) 763-4128 ext. 124 



EIRA Rodeo Event in Brighton 




By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — The Eastern 
Indian Rodeo Association (EIRA) season is 
about midway to finals in October. 

Brighton hosted an EIRA event on April 8 
at the Fred Smith Rodeo Arena featuring 
Seminole cowboys and cowgirls and visit- 


Susan Etxebarria 


Naha Jumper 


ing rodeo riders from as far away as New 
York, Oregon and Arizona. 

“It was a smaller rodeo this 
month, but a good one.” said EIRA 
Secretary Jo Leigh “Boogie” Jumper. 

By 


vided by Marki Rodeo, a superior stock 
owned and managed by Seminole Tribal 
citizen Marti Johns. It was a challenging 
night for the contestants with the majority 
getting bucked off angry horses and bulls 
before their time limit. No one scored in 
the bull riding event. 

Although most entries were 
from Brighton and Big Cypress, 
there were five entries that traveled 
from states as far away as 
Washington, Oregon, and New 
Mexico-members of the Navajo, 
Navajo/Shinnecock and White 
Swan/Yakima Tribes. One family 
drove down from New York so 
their son, Adam Phillips, could 
participate in junior bull riding. 

The evening started 
off with non-sanctioned events 
for the youngsters. There were 
remarkable first place 10 point 
performances by Ahnie Jumper 
in the mutton bustin, Blevins 
Jumper in calf riding, Andre 
Jumper in pony riding and steer 
riding, Kalgary Johns, Henry 
Anuthkee and Janae Braswell 
in barrel racing; Seth Randolph 
in junior bull biding, Dalton 
Boney in junior breakaway and 
Jacoby Johns in junior bareback. 

These and all the youngsters who 
competed in junior events are the 
ones to be watching for future cham- 


him a fun contestant to watch. 

There were no contestants who 
placed in steer wrestling; the bulls just got 
the best of them. 

Warbonnef s brother, Cort 
Herrera, placed first in calf roping barely 
beating out Josh Jumper who came in sec- 
ond. 

In the women’s breakaway, 
Pauletta Bowers placed first, with 10 
points and with her seven point win in the 
team roping heelers. She also received the 
highest all around score of 19 points. A 
second close in all around was Shelby 
Osceola with 1 7 points, for her eight points 


pions. 


Susan Etxebarria 

Pauletta Bowers and Alfonso Tigertail 


this time of 
year Florida 
rodeos have 
fewer entries 
as Western 
states start to 
kick off 
Indian rodeo 
when the 
weather gets 
milder. 

That 

left most of 
the field 
open to 
Seminole 
contestants. 
The faithful 
turned out. 
Jumper said 
the Tribe has 
dedicated 
competitors. 




J 


Susan Etxebarria 


Perrie Whidden 


Susan Etxebarria 

Paul Bowers Jr., Naha Jumper, and Justin 
Gopher. 


In the sanc- 
tioned events, 
Freddie Warbonnet 


m women s 
breakaway 
and her nine 
points in bar- 
rel racing. 

An 

upcoming star 
in the arena 
was Brighton 
Rodeo Queen 
LeAnna 
Billie. This 
high school 
senior is real- 
ly showing 
some amazing 
skills in barrel 
racing. She 
rode a new 
gray horse she 


“When it comes to winning rodeo 
you know if you got what it takes, and if 
you do, it’s in your blood,” she said. 

The stock Friday night was pro- 


took first place in the bareback riding 
event Warbonnet is a White Swan Yakima 
Indian who now lives in Pendleton, Ore. 
He has a showman’s kind of flair making 


has never rode in competition. 

“She really had to work with it, 
ride it many hours, and she brought it 
around,” said Boogie Jumper. 

The 1 0 point winner in team rop- 
ing headers was Josh Jumper. Naha Jumper 
won 10 points in the team roping heelers. 




VISIT OUR BOOTH AT THEj 
M iccosukee Tribe Arts Festival 
Dec. 26th, 2005 • Jan. 1st, 2006 



1 - 800 - 551-5009 



ESSENTIAL OILS * AROMATHERAPY • HERBS * EDUCATION 
ORGANIC TEA * MASSAGE OIL * SALVES * CLAY * SOAP 
CANDLES ■ PERSONAL CARE PRODUCTS * HOME & OFFICE 
CLEANERS * GIFTS * BOOKS * CONSULTATIONS 
ENVIRONMENTAL MISTING 


Lavender Class 

Learn how to use Lavender for 
Aromatherapy • Lavender as Food 
Home & Personal care products 


ORGANIC TEA HOUSE 

“Stop in for Some Tea and o Healthy Snack Any Time** | 

‘“Organic Cooking Classes*** Mention this Ad for a 

Learn to Make your own Soap, just $5.00 complimentary sample of 


"HERB OF THE MONTH* 


Please Call to make Reservations for any of the Classes California White Sage. 


Certified Organic* 
Chamomile 
is revered 
for it’s Calming 
Properties. 



SW 8 St. 
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1 2226 SW 8th Street 
Miami, FL 331 84 
Ph: 305.55 1.5009 
Fax: 305,551. 5690 
www.essentialapothecary.com 


Give the Gift of Healthy living 
to the ones you love. 

We offer a huge array of 
All Natural Products. 
‘GIFT BASKETS AVAILABLE* 
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Miranda vs. Eastman on Friday Night Fights 


By Chris Jenkins 

HOLLYWOOD — One of the 
best entertainment venues for the money 
was on display Mar 24, as Warriors 
Boxing Promotions, Inc., and the Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino teamed up again 
to feature seven great bouts on the slate 
as part of ESPN2’s Friday Night Fights 
coverage. 

The main bout featured Edison 
“Pantera” Miranda at 25-0 (23 KOs) 
facing Howard “The Battersea Bomber” 
Eastman at 40-3 (34 KOs). This match 
was known and hyped as “the elimina- 
tor” with the winner laying claim to the 
number one spot in the 1 60 pound mid- 
dleweight rankings, and a shot at current 
International Boxing Federation (IBF) 
middleweight champ, Arthur Abraham. 

As a young and hungry upstart, 
and newest addition to the Warriors 
Boxing family, Miranda put on a show 
for the Hard Rock crowd in his last 
action, making short work of Sherwin 
Davis in a third round KO in a sched- 
uled 12 in Sept, of 2005. Eastman lost a 
hard fought 12 round unanimous deci- 
sion to the aforementioned champ, 
Abraham, last July. 

So, it was young lion versus 
old as Miranda, 25, faced the seasoned 
veteran Eastman, 35, which proved to 
be a hard fought dogfight through seven 
rounds. After feeling one another out 
early, both fighters established a surge 
of momentum in the third with good 
jabs and flurries. 

The action picked up toward 
the end of round five however, and 
Eastman was in trouble from a few hard 
rights by Miranda, one which caught 
him in the back of the ear. Eastman 
countered in the sixth, and by the end of 
the round, the tide turned as Miranda 
was saved by the bell, wobbled and 
weary. 

The seventh was the climax, as 
both traded hits, in the end though, 
Miranda gained the edge cornering 
Eastman and letting loose with a blast 
of jabs and overhands wearing him 
down. The fight was stopped at the 2:33 
mark. 

Miranda received the win by 
TKO and is slated now to face the 
champ Abraham in September. Warriors 
Executive Director Leon Margules said 
he was excited and enthusiastic about 
Miranda’s performance. 

“A star was born tonight,” said 
Margules. “One guy’s going down the 
mountain, the other guy’s going over 
him.” 



Felix DoBosz 

Darnell Wilson gets a right handed jab to the cheek of NABF 
champ, Felix Cora Jr. in the co-featured bout. 



Felix DoBosz 

NABF champ, Felix Cora Jr., gets in a left jab to the face of 
opponent, Darnell Wilson. 



Felix DoBosz 

Edison Miranda and Howard Eastman square off in the early 
rounds of the main event. 



Felix DoBosz 

Edison Miranda catches opponent Howard Eastman with a 
left jab en route to his 7th round TKO win. 



Felix DoBosz 

Edison Miranda and training staff celebrate after his 7th 
round TKO win versus Howard Eastman. 



Felix DoBosz 

Seminole Tribe of Florida Chairman Mitchell Cypress poses 
with a victorious and exhausted Edison Miranda and training 
staff. 


The co-featured bout was an 
North American Boxing Federation 
(NABF) championship match-up, as the 
champ, Felix Cora Jr., faced Darnell 
Wilson in cruiserweight action. Cora Jr. 
defended his title winning a very com- 
petitive, evenly matched 10 round unan- 
imous decision. 

This became the replacement 
bout for the original co-feature as for- 
mer world champ and future hall of 
famer, Hector “Macho” Camacho was 
to face super middleweight Keith Sims. 
Camacho was forced to pull out of the 
fight due to a strained Achilles heel 
injury from a sparring session. 

Camacho expressed deep regrets about 
his condition. 

“I apologize to the fans. . . I 
want to come out here and perform,” 
Camacho said. “This type of injury you 
have to give it time and wait and see 
what happens. I want to do this to have 
fun, I’m not here to prove anything, I 
might have, what, maybe one or two 
more years left, and then I’m done.” 

Both Warriors Boxing and 
Camacho hope to have a makeup match 
for him, possibly in May. 

The celebrity scene saw 
appearances by Miami Dolphins Jason 
Taylor, Randy McMichael and Kevin 
Carter. Others in attendance were 
English heavyweight contender, Audley 
Harrison and Hector Camacho who 
addressed the crowd regarding his 
inability to fight. 

Seminole Tribal leadership 
showed their support and enthusiasm as 
well, including Chairman Mitchell 
Cypress and Big Cypress 
Representative David Cypress, among 
others. 

Other bouts on the schedule 
were: Jesus Pabon over Marcus 
Breshears in a unanimous four round 
decision for lightweights, Warriors 
heavyweight Timur Ibragimov winning 
by TKO versus Ken Martin Craven in 
two rounds, Matthew Thirlwall over 
Moises Martinez in a scheduled six 
rounds, which was stopped at the 1 :40 
mark (of the sixth) in light mid- 
dleweight action, Jean Baptiste over 
Eric Batista in light middleweight 
action in a unanimous six round deci- 
sion, and Danny Jimenez over Jean 
Petit Homme in a unanimous decision 
in four rounds of lightweight action. 

The next scheduled action set 
for the Hard Rock and Warrior’s is May 
18. 
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Spring Senior Trikefest 


citizens and staff sat down to a delicious, healthful 
meal provided by Cleve Baker and the Renegade i 
Barbeque Company. 

Following the meal, Chairman Cypress joined 
emcee Stan Frischman of Big Cypress Recreation, in 
drawing special attention to 
the “Best Decorated Rez 
Trike” category. All the hard 
work and creative effort put 
into each bike design could 
be seen in the finished piece. 

■ First place was awarded to 

********** Immokalee for an inspired 

Culture Trike which feci 
tured intricate patchwork, 
dolls and baskets hand sewn 
in medicine colors by sever- 
( 1 <^ft al seniors. Second place 

went to the Tampa seniors 
for their “Leather and 
Beadwork Trike” complete 
with majestic Seminole 

t dolls depicting a cu l" 

turally attired man a 

i H and woman. The 

\ judges gave 

'J ■ 1ft Big Cypress 

TL’ the nod for 

third place 
for their 

“Bunny S I 'y 

decorated 

in the spir- 1 L 

Easter holiday. The bunny was - J 

dressed in Tribal clothing complete 
with a basket of Easter goodies. An 
honorable mention was given to both 
Brighton and Hollywood for their trike ft 

decorating efforts. Hollywood reservation’s 
“Constitution Trike” was most distinguished in 
it’s commemoration of the original Seminole 
Tribe of Florida’s Constitution Committee. Chairman 
Cypress offered words of praise for this group of lead- 
ers who helped to set the stage for the success and 
independence the Seminole Tribe enjoys today. Along 
with its riveting black and white photo of the 
Constitution Committee, the Constitution Trike, also 
included a basket loaded to the brim with historic 
Seminole staples including fruits and vegetables, 


Submitted by the Health Department 

BIG CYPRESS — The Spring Senior 
Trikefest, held March 30 at the Big Cypress airfield, 
was a rousing success. Competing seniors from all 
reservations arrived dressed up, geared up and ready 


Best 

Dressed Triker 


1st - Nancy Frank 
2nd - Mary Sanchez 
3rd - George Billie 
4th - Rachel Billie 
5th - Nancy 
Motlow 


Tampa’s leather and beadwork trike. 


Health Department 


The Hollywood Constitution trike. 


to ride, eager to take the prestige, trophies and prizes 
back to their own reservation. Last year Brighton took 
the team trophy. This year there was no stopping 
Hollywood as they pedaled their way to victory and 
first place in the point standings for 2006. 

The program opened with fashion and flair as 
the judges chose the “Best Dressed Triker”. First place 
went to Nancy Frank of Tampa for her black leather 
Harley® style attire. Next on the agenda was the much 
anticipated main event. It was here that the previous 
five months of practice since the Fall Trikefest in 
November was evident. Contestants pushed their 
endurance and skill to meet the challenge of the newly 
designed spring course. The 2006 program included a 
fast paced rez team relay, followed by the ball toss, 
the maze and figure 8 categories. These events 
demanded agility, coordination and intense concen- 
tration. Each category was divided into senior, 
super senior and golden senior divisions and 
awarded prizes for first through fifth place. 

Competition was fierce, but healthy enjoy- | 
ment was the main goal. Laughter echoed through- 
out the hangar as the elders pedaled through the 
course and pulled off their best moves on wheels. 

The Trike Program was initiated and sponsored by 
the Chairman’s Office in conjunction with the 
Senior Center on each reservation. “Some people 
are not capable or comfortable walking, 
the trikes are an enjoyable way to get 
commented 


Health Department 

BEST DRESSED TRIKERS: (L-R) Linda Henry, Rachel Billie, Mary Sanchez, Nancy Motlow, Betty 
Osceola, Nancy Frank and George Billie. 


trike (tdk) 
wheels that 


a vehicle with three 
moved by foot ped 


some exercise 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress, 

■ } who participates in the Big 
Cypress Senior Center rides 
Hrf weekly. The chairman was 
/ j on hand for the Trikefest 
and could be seen strate- 
IgJ gizing with his team in 
an e ff° rt to achieve the 
j best time and win the 
relay contest. President 
Moses Osceola, Big 
% Cypress Representative 

David Cypress and 
_ Brighton Representative 

Andrew Bowers were also 
present to join in the festivities 
and cheer for their teams. As the 
morning came to a close, competi- 
tion was put to the side as the Tribal 


Best 

Decorated Rez 
Trike 


Health Department 


The Hollywood trike had meals on wheels, 


1 st Place Trophy 
Immokalee 
2nd Place Trophy 
Tampa 

3rd Place Trophy 
__ Big Cypress 


tobacco, corn and grain for Sofkee. Mabel Doctor 
joked that Hollywood’s design team had thought about 
including Spam in the basket as a Seminole staple. 

The Spring Trikefest evolved through the 
dedicated effort of many people. Vicky Barogiannis, 
Fitness Director, was happy to see so many seniors get 
involved in the event, “I would like to thank Chairman 
Cypress for sponsoring the Trikefest and all the other 

❖ See TRIKE, page 21 


Health Department 


Joe Osceola Jr. leads the group. 
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Health Department 

Helene Buster and Charles Billie Hiers. 


Health Department 

(L-R) The Cypress brothers and Ronnie Doctor. 


Nery Mejicano 

The Tampa trike basket toting Seminole dolls. 


Nery Mejicano 


The Immokalee Culture trike. 
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Contest Results 


Hollywood; Golden Seniors: 1. 
Jimmy Hank Osceola, Hollywood, 

2. Mary Gay Osceola, Hollywood, 

3. Howard Micco, Brighton, 4. 


Ball Toss 

Seniors: 1. Nancy Motlow, 
Immokalee, 2. Mitchell Cypress, 
Big Cypress, 3. Alice Sweat, 
Brighton, 4. Cornelia 
Osceola, Hollywood, 

5. Peggy Cubis, 

Tampa; Super l./ 

Seniors: 1. Joe 

H Billie Jr., Big ft 1 '** ■ 

^ Cypress, 2. 

Ronnie Doctor, H| /L 

Hollywood, 3. Ruby 'Jr 
Osceola, Big 

Cypress, 4. Maydell V 

Osceola, Hollywood, I 
5. Martha Jones, 

Brighton; Golden i 

Seniors: 1. Betty B 

Osceola, Hollywood, ^ 

2. Onnie Osceola, / 

Brighton, 3. 

Jimmy Hank 
Osceola, 

Hollywood, 

4. Linda Henry, Tampa, 5 
Mary Moore, 
Hollywood. 


Health Department 


Jack Micco, Brighton, 5. Wonder 
Johns, Brighton. 

Double Figure 8 
Seniors: 1. Joe Osceola Jr., 
Hollywood, 2. Maydell Osceola, 
Hollywood, 3. Mabel Doctor, 
Hollywood, 4. Lawanna Niles, 
Hollywood, 5. Mitchell Cypress, 
Big Cypress; Super Seniors: 1. 
Ronnie Doctor, Hollywood, 2. 
Ronnie Doctor, Hollywood, 3. 
Martha Jones, Brighton, 4. Mabel 
Doctor, Hollywood, 5. Martha 
Jones, Brighton; Golden Seniors: 
1. Onnie Osceola, Brighton, 2. 
Jack Micco, Brighton, 3. Betty 
Osceola, Hollywood 4. Jimmy 
Hank Osceola, Hollywood, 5. 
Mary Moore, Hollywood. 


Spring 

Trike Fest 2006 
Traveling Trophy 

1 st Place 
Hollywood - 73 
2nd Place 
Brighton - 47 
3rd Place 
Tampa - 1 6 


Maze: 

P Seniors: 1. Joe 
Osceola Jr., 

L:^ 1 Hollywood, 2. Jenny 
Johns, Brighton, 3. 
Mitchell Cypress, Big 
Cypress, 4. Alice 
— Sweat, Brighton, 5. 

\ Jack Smith, Brighton; 
Super Seniors: 1. 
Lawanna Niles, 
Hollywood, 2. Ronnie 
Doctor, Hollywood, 3. Martha 
Jones, Brighton, 4. Mabel Doctor, 
Hollywood, 5. Maydell Osceola, 


Nery Mejicano 


Tampa’s Pink Panthers share a laugh with the chairman. 



Trike 


Continued from page 21 


departments for helping to make this a success”. 
Health department staff was on hand assisting wher- 
ever needed, as BC Clinic Manager Cindy Ledbetter 
kept a watchful eye to insure participants did not 
over-exert them selves. The Big Cypress Senior 
Center was the perfect host providing a continental 
breakfast and plenty of staff on hand to be sure 
everybody had whatever they needed to stay comfort- 
able and happy. Recreation’s Stan Frischman 
summed it up by commenting how nice it was to see 
the seniors enjoy each others company as they gath- 
ered together from each reservation. Stan also 
thanked the Seminole Aviation Department for their 
help and the use of their facilities. 

Look for the next Senior Trikefest to be held 
in November. 


Nery Mejicano 


Brighton Culture trike. 


Nery Mejicano 


The trikers lined up for competition. 


Health Department 


The back of the winning trike. 


Health Department 


Chairman Cypress presents the trophy to BC’s Kool Seniors. 


Health Department 

Lawanna Niles 


Relay 

Race Competition 
Winners 


1st - Hollywood 28.44 
2nd - Brighton 30.47 
3rd - Big Cypress 32.25 
4th - Immokalee 35.44 
5th - Tampa 44.88 


Health Department 

(L-R) Barbara Akin, Linda McCarthy and 
Cindy Ledbetter. 


Health Department 

President Moses Osceola takes a break. 


Nery Mejicano 


The Immokalee traveling trike chickee. 
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Felix DoBosz 


Nancy Wilson of the legendary rock band Heart jams on her guitar at the Seminole Hard Rock Live. 


1970s Band Heart Comes to the Live 


By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD — On the night of April 6, 
the female-fronted hard rock band Heart’s tour showed 
up to perform live at the Seminole Hard Rock Live. 
Fans came to see and hear this legendary rock group 
perform at this nearly sold out 
show. Heart’s classic hits have 
spanned more than 30 years and 
sold millions of record albums. 

Sisters Ann and Nancy 
Wilson have remained remarkably 
true to their music after all these 
many years, at one time punching 
out one hit after another. They 
incorporated some early rock influ- 
ences from their favorites, namely 
British legendary rock band Led 
Zeppelin. 

Using her tremendous 
power pop-scream, Ann Wilson 
looked possessed as she got into the 
band’s classic rock hits while 
Nancy’s backup harmonies easily 
enhanced her sister’s inflections 
when they performed the following 
songs: “Bebe LeStrange,” “Magic 
Man,” “Barracuda,” ‘Crazy On You,” “Kick It Out,” 
Never,” “Heartless,” “Straight on,” “Even it up,” and 
Sir Elton John’s big hit, “Mona Lisas and Mad 
Hatters.” 

Heart also included some big jammers from 
Led Zeppelin “Rock’n’ Roll” and “Misty Mountain 


Hop”, and that’s just to name a few in the short 72 
minute set. 

The crowd was comprised of mainly mature 
rockers who sometimes had a hard time getting up out 
of their seats to that rockin beat. Hollywood Council 
Representative Max B. Osceola Jr. 
enjoyed this rockin’ show from his 
VIP seat along with many other 
prominent Seminole citizens and 
Tribal employees. 

Dynamic guitarist Nancy 
Wilson full of energy and looking 
youthful at middle age, jumped in 
the air while doing a sort of wild 
pixie dance still strumming her gui- 
tar in style. Wilson encouraged her 
fans when she exclaimed, “I see 
you’ve got super glue on your 
seats,” which got a lot of people’s 
attention and they rose to the occa- 
sion. 

With this gesture, Wilson 
out-maneuvered and bewildered 
security guards’ constant and futile 
pleas to sit back down as hoards of 
frenzied fans mounted a frontal assault to close in on 
the stage. Only a 2 1 /2-foot wide metal barrier separat- 
ed the group Heart from the swarms of ecstatic fans, 
they got their money’s worth at this Heart show. 

Heart has 16 new songs on their new CD 
“Jupiters Darling” that they are busily promoting 
nationwide while on tour. 



Felix DoBosz 


Ann Wilson used her power pop 
scream pleasing the crowd. 


VVVVTTVVTTVT 
AAAAAAAAAAA A 

IMPORTANT NOTICE: 
Mandatory Animal Registration Drive 


COMMUNITY MEMBERS — BE ADVISED THAT A NEW ANIMAL CONTROL ORDINANCE HAS BEEN 
ENACTED FOR THE SEMINOLE TRIBE OF FLORIDA. THE NEW ORDINANCE WILL GO INTO EF- 
FECT ON APRIL 01, 2006. 

STARTING ON FEBRUARY 15, 2006, THE STOF HEALTH DEPARTMENT WILL BE SPONSORING 
A REGISTRATION DRIVE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE NEW ANIMAL CONTROL ORDINANCE, 

ALL DOGS AND CATS ON RESERVATION MUST BE REGISTERED BY MAY 15, 2006. 

IN ORDER TO BE IN COMPLIANCE YOU MUST FIRST OBTAIN RABIES VACCINATION THROUGH 
YOUR COUNTY, VETERINARIAN, OR TRIBAL SPONSORED RABIES CLINIC, PLEASE BRING 
PROOF OF RABIES VACCINATION TO THE HEALTH DEPARTMENT NEAREST YOU AND OBTAIN A 
SEMINOLE ANIMAL LICENSE TAG APPLICATION. AFTER SUBMITTING THE COMPLETED APPLI- 
CATION WITH PROOF OF VACCINATION, YOU WILL BE ISSUED A SEMINOLE ANIMAL REGISTRA- 
TION TAG . 

ANIMALS IN NEED OF RABIES VACCINATIONS WILL RECEIVE A VOUCHER FOR THE UPCOMING 
RABIES CLINIC THAT WILL BE OFFERED ONCE A YEAR ON EACH RESERVATION, 

PLEASE BE AWARE THAT ALL UNTAGGED DOGS AND CATS WILL BE PICKED UP BY ANIMAL 
CONTROL. 

THE DRIVE IS TO PROMOTE A SAFER ENVIRONMENT AND IMPROVE QUALITY OF LIFE FOR 
BOTH ANIMALS AND RESIDENTS 


Please contact the Environmental Health Office if you have any questions about this ordinance or 

for more information: 

954-962-2009 ext 126 or 125 



Bob Dylan, Merle Haggard at Hard Rock Live 



Submitted by Julianne Carelli, 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & 
Casino 

HOLLYWOOD 

Bob Dylan and Merle Haggard 
will be performing on May 1 1 , 
the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel 
& Casino’s second anniversary, 
at Hard Rock Live at 8 p.m. 
Tickets went on sale March 3 1 
at noon. 

Tickets cost $60, $100, 
$150 and $200; all seats are 
reserved and available at the 
Hard Rock Live Box Office or 
through Ticketmaster. Hard 
Rock Live Box Office is open 
daily from noon until 7 p.m. 
Tickets purchased in-person at 
the box office will not incur a 
service charge. 

Tickets also are avail- 
able at all Ticketmaster outlets 



online at www.ticketmaster.com 
or charge by phone: Miami- 
Dade (305) 358-5885, Broward 
(954) 523-3309, and Palm 
Beach (561) 966-3309. Doors 
open one hour prior to show 
start time. 


Eighth Annual NAMMYs at Hard Rock Live 


Awards Show Presented By 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel 
& Casino 

Submitted by Alina Viera, Bitner Goodman PR 

HOLLYWOOD — The Eighth Annual 
Native American Music Awards, or NAMMYs, will 
make its highly anticipated return to the Seminole 
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino in Hollywood, Florida on 
June 8. 

This year’s awards are being held in Hard 
Rock Live, quickly emerging as the entertainment cap- 
ital of South Florida, showcases national and interna- 
tional acts, boxing, sporting events and more. Tickets 
go on sale April 7 at 5 p.m. 

Hosted by Native American comedians James 
& Ernie, special guests include: Rita Coolidge, Felipe 
Rose of the Village People and John Densmore of The 
Doors. Both Rita Coolidge and John Densmore of The 
Doors appear on recordings submitted for nomination 
consideration this year. 

Scheduled performers include: violinist Arvel 
Bird, flautist Douglas Blue Feather, pianist Gil 
Silverbird, Pura Fe’ (Ulali), Randy Wood (Northern 
Cree Singers), Wade Fernandez, Eagle & Hawk and 
Puppeteer Buddy Big Mountain, with more to be 


announced 

More than 150 national recordings were sub- 
mitted for nomination. Registered advisory board 
members are selecting the final nominees which were 
announced on April 15. With native roots from Alaska 
to New Zealand, more than 25 awards categories dis- 
play the depth and diversity of this year’s growing 
Native American music scene. 

Awards categories include: best rock/pop 
recording, jazz/blues recording, gospel/Christian 
recording, instrumental recording, traditional record- 
ing, pow wow recording, rap/hip hop recording and 
spoken word among others. 

An estimated one million people are expected 
to participate in the national voting process through 
the NAMMYS’ website, www.nammys.com. 

Tickets are $20, $35 and $50; all seats are 
reserved and available at the Hard Rock Live Box 
Office, open daily from noon until 7 p.m. Tickets pur- 
chased in-person at the box office will not incur a 
service charge. 

Tickets are also available at all Ticketmaster 
outlets, online at www.ticketmaster.com or charge by 
phone: Miami-Dade (305) 358-5885, Broward (954) 
523-3309, and Palm Beach (561) 966-3309. Doors 
open one-hour prior to show start time. The show 
starts at 8 p.m. 



Felix DoBosz 


Little Steven Van Zandt from his syndicated radio show at poolside of the Hollywood Seminole Hard Rock 
Casino & Hotel said, “it’s about having a fun time with rock music...you gotta love it.” 


‘Underground Garage’ Tunes-Up at Hard Rock 


By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD — On a beautiful April 2 
afternoon, Little Steven Van Zandt brought his popular 
syndicated rock radio show, “Underground Garage,” 
poolside at the Seminole Hard Rock Casino & Hotel. 
Little Steven is also known as the actor that plays 
Silvio Dante in the HBO hit series “The Sopranos” 
and he’s also a founding member of the world famous 
Jersey shore band Bruce Springsteen and the E Street 
Band. 

Rock fans and the 
curious stood around and 
swam around to get a bet- 
ter view of the five rock 
bands assembled to per- 
form on an outdoor stage 
erected in the back pool- 
side area of the hotel. The 
five bands which per- 
formed were: The 
Romantics, The 
Fleshtones, The Forty- 
Fives, The Charms and 
The Shazam. 

The sun-worship- 
ing small crowd was 
standing or sitting around 
to the beat drinking cool 
beverages. Between sets 
pretty neon clad go-go 
girls in flashy vinyl boots 
danced to late 60s style 
groovy rock classics 
pounded out from huge 
loud speakers in front and 
around the stage. The 
Romantics headlined the show with their wild party 
anthems, “What I Like About You” and “Talking In 
Your Sleep.” 

Master of ceremonies Little Steven would 
banter back and forth between the acts and tell the 
fans in his distinct cool Jersey accent to get up close 
to the stage and tell all the young people to stop sitting 
around and dance. 

He asked the crowd, “Where’s are all the 
bikinis?” And responded jokingly to his own question 
“...Not you sir sit down!” That was worth a huge 


laugh from the crowd while bringing in the next dyna- 
mite band on his rockin’ show. 

The big man, Clarence Clemons a band mate 
of Little Steven’s and saxophonist from Bruce 
Springsteen and the E Street Band, was spotted hang- 
ing out in one of the chickee cabanas near the stage 
area. Clemons tirelessly signing autographs for well 
wishers and most of all hanging out with his buddy 
Eittle Steven. 


Van Zandt obligingly also signed a few auto- 
graphs and posed for quick photos with some of his 
admiring fans during the jammin’ sets. 

He said, “ it’s about having a fun time with 
rock music, and we’re going to be here again at least 
three more times in the next couple of months”, you 
gotta love it.” 

The Underground Garage is now in more 
than 200 markets and has more than one million 
weekly listeners. Visit www.undergroundgarage.com 
for more info. 



Felix DoBosz 


Pretty neon clad girls danced ‘60s fun style to the garage band’s rock music. 
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Announcements ♦ Ahaaheeke ♦ Nak-ohkerkecetv 


Happy Birthday 



To paleepefeekee my little toma- 
to, I am very proud of you and how you 
handled the hard times and brought your- 
self up! You are an inspiration to me and I 
am happy God blessed me with you! Stay 
strong and always stay focused and be a 
positive influence in life. I love you and 
stay who you are and God will make you 
who he wants you to be! 

Happy belated birthday. 

Love, 

Mommy 



Happy birthday and happy 
mothers day to Pa to okee, my best 
friend and my butterball. I want to thank 
you for being there for me when I needed 
someone. You have been there for me 
through the tough times and the happy 
times. 

May God bless you and keep you 
and make you who he wants you to be in 
life. I just want you to know you are very 
much appreciated and I love you very 
much. May life smile on you. 

Love, 

Mommy 



Happy belated birthday to 
Barbara Butera on April 7 and Roy 
Butera on April 12. 

Love, 

Joe and Ciara Guerue 


Anniversary 



Joe and Ciara Guerue celebrat- 


ed their one year wedding anniversary 
on April 15, 2006. Ciara is a Tribal intern 
specializing in marketing at the Seminole 
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino in Hollywood 
and Joe works for the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
Museum in the Seminole Paradise. 



In Memoriam 


Oralee Adrianna Elise Dixon 


(December 2, 2005 - March 25, 2006) 



Even though Oralee was only 
with us a short time, she brought tremen- 
dous joy to her parents Orald and Angela 
Dixon, and her loved ones and friends. 
Angela Dixon is a Tribal employee in the 
Human Resources department. 





There is a home for little children 
Above the bright blue sky 
Where Jesus reigns in glory 
A home of peace and joy 
No home on earth is like it 
Nor can compare with it 
For everyone is happy 
Nor could be happier there 


Poems 


Happy 8th birthday Luke 
Baxley Jr. Hope your birthday was blast! 

Love, 

Mom (Janine Cypress), Dad 
(Luke Baxley), Daija, Amyer, Aden 
James, Grandparents Regina and Ned 
Thinn and Carl Baxley, Helen Billie 

Happy 4th birthday Aden 
James “Tuna” Cypress. We love you 
very much. 

Love, 

Mom (Janine Cypress), Daijer, 
Amyer, Luke Jr., Grandparents Regina 
and Ned Thinn 


New Kids 



We are happy to announce the 
birth of our daughter Kateri Lynn Smith, 
Otter clan. She was born at Memorial 
Regional Hospital in Hollywood on March 
28, 2006 at 10:25 p.m. She weighed 7 
pounds, 12 ounces, and was 18 3/4 inches 
long. 

Mother: Tommie Jumper Smith, 
Father: Derrick Smith, Brother: Derrick 
Smith Jr., Grandparents: Larry Smith, John 
& Tracy Tanner, Stephan & Karen Hawk, 
Alana Glover, and the late Thomas Hawk. 



Introducing the new kid on the 
block, Kassiah Wade Robbins, born on 
March 28, 2006 at 9:15 p.m. He weighed 
five pounds and 12 ounces and measured 
1 8-and-a-half inches. 

His proud parents are Erika and 
Seth Robbins, and grandparents are Mary 
and Bernard Robbins and Alicia and 
Bobby Tigertail. His big brothers and sis- 
ter are Kyle, 13, Natalia, 8, and Dylan. 



Congratulations to Pittman and 
Justa Sampson on the arrival of your baby 
girl, Quincy Maree Sampson. 

Quincy Maree Sampson was born 
Jan. 9 at Palms west Hospital in 
Loxahahachee, Fla. Quincy weighted 7 
pounds, 9 ounces. 

Quincy has four brothers: Austin, 
Dylan, Jason, Kaiden, and one sister, 
Lindsey. The proud grandparents are 
Shirley and Gary Sampson of Brighton 
and Katherine Snook of Okeechobee. 

We all wish you the best life pos- 
sible!! 

XOXO “The Sampson Bunch” 

We love you munchkin, 

Mom & Dad 


Seminole Girl 

When night unfolds her tender veil of blue, 
My arms will hold you Seminole Girl 
Beneath the stars we’ll pledge our love a 
new, 

The moon will lend us its spell. 

When shadows fall across the closing days 
My lips will find yours, Seminole Girl 
Than with the dawn the shadows steal 
away 

A kiss must seal our farewell. 

O winds that hurry by 


The Great Hunt 

I cannot tell you now 
When the wind drive and whirl 
Blow me along no longer, 

And the winds a whisper at last 
Maybe I will tell you than- 
Some other time 

When the roses flash to the sunset 
Reels to the rack and the twist, 

And the roses is a red bygone, 

When the face I love is going 
And the gate to the end shall change 


The Sorrow of Fort Marion 

Ancient coquina shell and coral fortress, 

On the margins of Florida forests, and 
swamps, 

On the threshold of Seminole homeland- 
Oh, anguished plight, weathered prison, 
Sacred link to Seminole history, 

Sorrowed feeling encapsulated in time. 

I was there to find a closer kinship to my 
ancestors, 

In search of myself, 

To discover where I’d come from. 

I have felt the morning air on the timeworn 
parapets of yesterday, 

As cold as when the Seminoles imprisoned 
there 

Long ago must’ve felt it, 

Chained, deprived of freedom, 

In deep pain and hurt, 

They gazed out across those same shores, 
Across the endless bay and yearned 
For the golden sunrise of a better day 
And still only deep blue rain and hail, 
Silver wind 
and darkness. 

Troops 
housed them 
in daily mis- 
ery, 

Behind bars, 
under the 
gun, 

But the 
Seminoles 
never lost 
their dignity, 
their courage, 

In that mean 
place of 
Seminole 
woe. 

You can still feel the profound sorrow to 
this very day. 

It’s there, it doesn’t play. 

A feeling so overwhelming! 

Imagine a prison amidst the black imple- 
ments of war: 


Pause in your silent flight. 

O tell my love that I wait here tonight 
Stars up above the world 
Shinning so merrily 

Keep my Seminole Girl safe, safe for me. 

Stars up above the world 

Shinning so merrily 

Keep my Seminole girl 

Safe for me. 

— Alex Tucker 
Otter Clan 


And it’s no use to beckon or say, “So long' 
Maybe I will tell you then- 
Some other time. 

I never knew any more beautiful than you 
I have hunted you under my thoughts 
I have broken down under the wind 
And into the roses looking for you. 

I shall never find any 
Greater than you 

— Alex Tucker 
Otter Clan 


Cannons, mortars, muskets, bayonets, sick- 
ness, hunger. 

And what ancient tribes flourished on that 
spot 

Long before the invaders came? 

Never have I beheld such solemn sacred- 
ness, 

My sad heart 
goes out to 
them: 

War-Leader, 

Osceola; 

Chieftain, 

And Royal 
Prince of the 
Forest: King 
Philip 
And 

“Wildcat”; 
and all the 
other Chiefs, 

Warriors, 

And women 
and children, 

Captured under a white flag of truce, 

And yet ruthlessly imprisoned there during 
the Seminole wars 

Seminole patriots one and all in the truest 
sense of the word 

Stolen, locked away, to never appreciate 
the shade 

Of the pine, the live oak, the cypress 
With their venerable gray-beards of sway- 
ing Spanish moss, 

To never smell the warm-scented canopy 
of green meadow 

Breath of air, so that vicious heartbreak 
and immediate death 

Was the only respite for the severest storm. 
Yet now I see were it not for them this 
poem may very well 

Have been written out west, instead of here 
in Florida. 

— Elgin Jumper 
March 26, 2006 
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1 0% FOR 60 M0NTHS<B2.9% FOR 72 MONTHS \ 



4224 HIGHWAY 441 SOUTH • OKEECHOBEE, FL 34974 

800 - 589-2016 


“WHATEVER IT TAKES!” 



ADVERTISED PRICES AND OFFERS INCLUDE ALL FACTORY AND DEALER INCENTIVES. SALES PRICES ARE PLUS TAX, TAG, DESTINATION, TITLE FEES AND DEALER FEES ON SELECT MODELS. ALL RATES, PRICES AND PAYMENTS ARE WITH APPROVED CREDIT AND INCLUDE CHRYSLER FINANCIAL BONUS CASH. ON SELECT VEHICLES. ADVERTISED CLAIMS 
BASED ON VEHICLE AVAILABILITY. PICTURES FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSE ONLY. OFFERS NOT IN CONJUNCTION AND MAY NOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER. VEHICLES SUBJECT TO PRIOR SALE. BUY FROM EDDIE ACCARDI: WE'RE MOTIVATED TO DO BUSINESS! EDAC1043 
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Sample Authentic Seminole Food 

Admission $8 

Vendor Space Available 

Located in the Seminole Paradise at the 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino 
5716 Seminole Way, Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33314 


For More Information 954.797.5437 



Other Food and Refreshments on Sale 


2006 

June 10-11, 2006 f r 

Saturday 12:00pm - 6:00pm 
Sunday 12:00pm - 6:00pm 

Seminole Arts & Craft for Sale * 
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COOL RESTAURANTS MOT SHOPS WHJ0 WGKTS 



SEMINOLE 

OKALEE INDIAN VILLAGE 
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First Annual 
Florida Agri- 
Women’s 
Skeet Shoot 

Place: Quail Creek Plantation 
Okeechobee, Florida 
Date: May 13, 2006 
Time: 8:30 a.m. 

Costs: 

Station Sponsor: $100.00 (A sign at a Station) 

Single Shooter: $75.00 (Includes 100 targets and lunch, ammo not included) 

Team: $360.00 (A team consists of four shooters with lunch and a sponsor sign at a station, 

ammo not included) 

Lunch: $12 (Lunch will include a steak dinner with all the fixings) 

Awards: 

Top three teams and top three individuals and top youth will receive a plaque. 

Call for information: Dianne Spann (863) 634-3327, Melissa S. Montes DeOca (863)634-7712, 
or Quail Creek Plantation at (863)763-2529. More information is available at www.flagri- 

women.org. 

Registration Form 

Sign me up for 

Station Sponsor ($100.00) Team ($360.00) 

Individual ($75.00) Lunch only ($12.00) 

Sponsor Name/Signage 

Contact Name 

Address 

Phone Fax 



Contact Quail Creek Plantation to reserve a gold cart at (863)763-2529. 

Mail registration to: Dianne Spann, 8668 SW 2nd St., Okeechobee, Fla. 34974, or e-mail to 
President@flagriwomen.org. 


Chupco’s Landing Key Presentation and Luncheon 


By Chris Jenkins 

FT. PIERCE — The crowd was 
definitely smaller on April 10 compared to 
September 2005 ’s ceremonial ribbon cut- 
ting, but the impact was just as huge. Two 
more grateful and eager Ft. Pierce Tribal 
citizens received keys to their new homes, 
as part of presentation ceremonies at 
Chupco’s Landing. 

In a presentation which began with 
nine home and key exchanges, 27 total thus 
far, Dean Stokes and Shamy Tommie Sr. 
were among the most recent to be provided 
with the dream of a custom built home. 

Both homes were four bedrooms 
with three and a half baths along with other 
features such as the ability to withstand hur- 
ricane winds up to 140 miles per hour, 
recessed lighting, ceramic tile, carpeting, 
oak cabinets and build-in backyard propane 
tank generators. 

The days activities began with 
Director of Utilities Susie Kippenberger’s, 



Chris Jenkins 

Director of Utilities Susie Kippenberger (far left), Shamy 
Tommie Sr. (middle), Bessie Tommie and Sally Tommie pose 
together after Chupco’s Landing key presentation cere- 
monies. 


will just give you a house everyday.” 

Tommie will be sharing the 
house with his wife, Sandy, and their 
two grandchildren. 

Also in attendance were Bessie 
Tommie, the last surviving child of 13 
from parents Jack and Sally Chupco 
Tommie, founders of the Ft. Pierce 
Seminole camp. Seminole Police and 
Fire Departments were also in atten- 
dance to offer their support. 

Tommie Sr. summed up his 
emotions best. 

“I’m proud to be one of the 
Tribal members to get one of these hous- 
es and it’s been a long time waiting for 
this, and I think it was worth the wait,” 
he said. 

There are three more house pre- 
sentations and key exchanges scheduled 
upon completion. 


opening remarks and defining of the 
housing and community rules, regula- 
tions, and owner policies. Ft. Pierce 
Liaison Sally Tommie was formerly 
introduced and continued the activities 
with a prayer and key presentations. 

Tommie reflected on the 
honor and mood of such an opportuni- 
ty* 

“Owning a home or having 
the ability to have a home period, new 
or pre-owned, is one of the greatest 
prides and joys that anyone could ever 
have,” said Tommie. 

Shamy Tommie Sr., the eldest 
grandson in the Tommie household, 
reflected on the day and admitted to 
being anxious. 

“The dream is here and it’s a 
nice home and I’m proud of it,” 

Tommie said. “It’s not that somebody Shamy Tommie Sr. and wife Wanda happily pose after being pre- 

sented with their new home keys. 



Chris Jenkins 




FIRST BANK 

OF INDIANTOWN 

"Serving our communities since I 960" 

Your Hometown Bank 
Serving the Seminole Tribe for 9 Years 


You get friendly, personal service, and a full 
range of loan and deposit products, 

including: 

Auto Loans - Home Loans 
Personal and Business Checking, 
Savings, and Certificates of Deposit 

AND - You can bank online, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

www.fboi.com 




Main Office 

15588 S.W. Warfield Blvd. 
P.O. Box 365 

Indian town, Florida 34956 
(772) 597-2181 

Okeechobee Branch 
205 fcasl North Park Si reel 
Okeechobee, Florida 34972 
(863) 357-6880 


Palm City Branch 

2991 S.W. High Meadows Ave, 

P.O. Box 545 

Palm Cily, Florida 34991 

(772) 283-6803 

/ akepnrt Branch 
1 205 E. Slate Road 76, Bldg. A 
lakeport, Florida 33471 
(863) 946-0120 




=1 I {jtial Housing Lender 




Do You Know Your Legal Rights? 
You are innocent until proven guilty 


All Criminal Cases 
State & Federal Courts 

• Felonies & Misdemeanors 

• Probation Violations 

• Bond Hearings 

• Domestic Violence 

• Sentencings 

• DUI 

• Drugs 

• juvenile 


We are dedicated to the special needs 

AND CONCERNS OF ALL NATIVE AMERICANS 


30 YEARS OF TRIAL EXPERIENCE I FORMER CRIMINAL PROSECUTOR 


The Law Offices of 
Collier & Scalese 
(954) 436-6200 


Free consultations 

499 N.W. 70 Ave. Suite 106, Plantation, Florida 33317 

The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. 
Before you decide, ask us to send you free written information about our qualifications and experience. 



The Seminole Tribune 


27 


April 28, 2006 


News From Indian Country 



Jodi Miller/ Advocate Staff Photographer 

Daniel Romero Jr., chairman of the Lipan Apache Band of Texas, begins the restoration ceremony by say- 
ing a few of his own words and also a prayer that his father wrote. 
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Restoring Ancient Remains: Corporate America 
Helps Return Ancestors To Their Homes 


By Patrick Brendel, The Victoria Advocate , 
Reprinted with permission 

VICTORIA COUNTY, TEXAS — Before 
the ceremony began that would restore ancient human 
remains to one of the oldest burial sites in the world, 
the chairman of the Lipan Apache Band of Texas 
explained to visitors that they were about to take part 
in a ritual that had been passed down continuously for 
more than eight millennia. 

He asked that the men be anointed with ash 
and the women with pollen before beginning the bur- 
ial rites because his people believe that ash and pollen 
prevent spirits of the dead from returning to this 
world. 

Chairman Daniel Castro Romero Jr. said that 
the restoration on the morning of April 1 at the 
Buckeye Knoll site in south Victoria County validates 
the model of “joint stewardship” between Native 
American Tribes and corporate America whenever 
remains and artifacts are found on a company’s land. 

“As chief of the Lipan Apaches, I am forever 
humble with Invista for 
helping to return our ances- 
tors to their homes,” he 
said. 

Romero said he 
was thankful to avoid the 
kind of controversy that is 
still swirling around the 
1996 discovery of 9,200- 
year-old “Kinneweck man” 
in Southern Washington 
State. Because of his age, 
no one knows where the 
ancient being’s remains 
should be restored or if 
should even be considered 
a Native American. 

The Buckeye 
Knoll site was discovered 
in 2000 on property belong- 
ing to Dupont, now Invista, 
and yielded artifacts never 
seen in this part of the 
country, as well as the 
remains of about 70 human 
beings. 

Archaeologist Bob 
Ricklis said that a crew of 
about 12 people conducted 
the dig, which took place 
over a period of about nine 
months and stopped when 
they had excavated about 
one-third of the area at the 
site. He said the work was 
like a pregnancy, “but the 
labor was harder.” 

Remains were 
found at Buckeye Knoll 
that dated as far back as 
8,500 years, and artifacts 
were found that dated as 
recently as 500 years ago, 
he said, with the majority 
of the remains being 
between 6,300 and 7,000 
years old. 

For comparison, 
the remains at Buckeye 
Knoll site are at least 4,000 
years older than the 
remains returned to 
Invista’s Blue Bayou site 
in 2004. 

However, Ricklis 
said he found that the cul- 
ture of the people of Buckeye Knoll was in some ways 
at least as complex, or more so, than the people at 
Blue Bayou. 

If the Buckeye Knoll site had been discov- 
ered in the 1950s, Ricklis said that scientists would 
have immediately “excavated the whole thing because 
of its scientific importance” and the remains would 
have been put on display or stored for long-term study. 

Ricklis said he prefers to use the term “com- 
plex” rather than “advanced” because “advanced” 
implies that he is passing judgment. 

Nevertheless, “the restoration is a sign of 
advancement in communication,” he said. Although 
scientists would have learned more about the past by 
digging up the whole site and keeping everything for 
study and display, it is important to accommodate the 
people who presently have a connection to the dead. 

By restoring the remains, “We are giving the 
proper respect to our forefathers,” said Anita Anaya, 
secretary of the Lipan Apache band. 

Larry Running Turtle Salazar of the Gulf 
Coast Indian Confederation in Corpus Christi said that 
the most important thing about the restoration “is to 
keep tradition as it always has been, from generation 
to generation.” 

“Our children will know how their ancestors 


lived and died,” he said. 

Salazar said that his group, composed of 
eight nations, provided to the Lipan Apaches the deer- 
skins in which the remains were wrapped before the 
ceremony. 

Himself a Mescalero Apache, Salazar said the 
restoration was a sign of different Tribes “working 
together - politically, spiritually - we’re trying to come 
to terms economically.” 

“The old customs are beyond us,” said 
Tommy Bolton, principal chief and tribal chairman of 
the Choctaw- Apache Tribe of Ebarb, in Louisiana. 

“As time goes on, we lose more and more.” 

Bolton said that Tribes share pieces of culture 
to combat this loss. For example, he said, most of the 
dances performed by Tribes nowadays were actually 
taught to them by people from the Northern Plains. 

“We adopted them because we lost what we 
had,” he said. 

Bolton, whose Tribe contains four families 
who claim relation to the Lipan Apaches, said, “They 


are our distant kin. We also learn a little.” 

And although the people found at Buckeye 
Knoll are not related to the Lipan Apaches or any cur- 
rent Native American Tribe, according to Ricklis 
(“There is no archaeological link at all. Seven thou- 
sand years ago, from an archeological point of view, 
Tribes didn’t even exist,” he said), the Buckeye Knoll 
people “possessed the origin of many parts of Native 
American culture,” anthropologist Enrique Maestas 
said. 

“This was here before any building was built 
that is on this planet,” said Maestas, who is Colorado 
Apache (or Chi’en Nde,’ in his words). “This is proba- 
bly the oldest burial ground in North America.” 

“The remains were placed before the pyra- 
mids were built,” Romero said. 

When the people were first interred at 
Buckeye Knoll, “No one ever imagined we’d be able 
to put them back home and learn from them.” 

“I hope my people will take care of me in the 
traditional way,” he said, motioning toward the 
restored burial site, “and this is the traditional way.” 

Patrick Brendel is a reporter for The Victoria 
Advocate. Contact him at (361) 580-6535 or pbren- 
del@vicad.com, or comment on this story at 
www.VictoriaAdvocate.com. 



Jodi Miller/Advocate Staff Photographer 

Lucila Maestas carries a rock to place on top of the restored Buckeye Knoll 
burial site. Because of Apache spiritual beliefs, only black-and-white photo- 
graphs could be taken at the restoration. 


AIF I’s Tribal Touring Program to Travel 
Cross-Country Summer 2006 


Submitted by Cindy Benitez, AIFI 

SAN FRANCISCO, CA — The American 
Indian Film Institute (AIFI) is proud to announce the 
summer schedule for the 2006 Tribal Touring 
Program. The Tribal Touring Program is designed to 
expand AIFI’s media services to California and 
Western states tribal and rural communities. 

The Tribal 



Touring Program, 
presented in the 
summer, uses 
media as a tool for 
cultural and eco- 
nomic develop- 
ment. It is struc- 
tured around media 
empowerment and 
literacy, digital 
training workshops, 
community film 
festival and, 
months later, 
youth-to-media 
maker dialogue at 
the American 
Indian Film 
Festival in San 
Francisco, Calif. 

AIFI 

Host-Partners dur- 
ing the Tribal 
Touring Program’s 
highly successful 
2001-2002 pilot 
phase included: 

Robinson Rancheria, Santa Rosa Rancheria, Sycuan 
Reservation, Soboba Reservation and Bishop Paiute 
Tribe in California, and the Yakama Nation in 
Washington. 

The Tribal Touring Program has traveled to 
California, Washington, and Nevada reservations 
offering Native youths, ages 14-19, the opportunity to 
participate in this intensive 10 day media academy. 

According to AIFI 
President Michael Smith, the Tribal 
Touring Program is “a bridge to our 
communities-especially bringing 
media technology to our reserva- 
tion/Rancheria youth. Our youth 
retain their tribal stories-by placing 
digital video cameras, sound, light- 
ing equipment and computers/Final 
Cut 5 in their hands-we empower 
youth to embrace media and contin- 
ue to create a wider perspective, 
content, and marketplace for shap- 
ing and defining our contemporary 
Indian lifeways.” 

The 2006 Tribal Touring 
Program will be traveling to five 
communities cross-country, includ- 
ing: Salt River Pima Maricopa 



Indian Community, Mashantucket Pequot Tribal 
Nation, Washoe Tribe of Nevada and California and 
United Auburn Indian Community. One tour date is 
available for this summer program. If interested please 
contact the American Indian Film Institute. 

The 2006 Tribal Touring Program promises to 
be an educational, fun, and career-directed experience 

for all Native youth 


participants who 
are taught by 
award- winning 
Indian media pro- 
fessionals experi- 
enced in digital 
video production. 
At each tour-stop, 
four to six short 
films of four- 10 
minutes each, are 
scripted, shot, edit- 
ed, and premiered 
at each Tribal host 
site. 

A 3-Nite 
“Best of the 
American Indian 
Film Festival” pre- 
cedes the premiere 
of youth films. All 
youth films created 
at each Tribal 
Touring Program 
community will 
also be screened in 
a special program 

at the 2006 31st annual American Indian Film Festival 
in San Francisco. 

For further information regarding AIFI’s 
Tribal Touring Program or annual Film Festival please 
contact the AIFI at (415) 554-0525, or e-mail 
aifi@aifisf.com. 


amencan irufian 
jifm institute 

founded Hi 107^ 


2006 AIM Tribal Touring Program Dates: 


June 1 


June 10: Salt River Pima Maricopa Indian Community, 
Scottsdale, AZ 


June 22 - July 1 : Mashantucket Pequot Tribal Nation, Mashantucket, 

CT 


July 6 


July 15: Washoe Tribe of Nevada and California Native 
TANF Program, Sacramento, CA 


July 20 - July 29: Washoe Tribe of Nevada and California, 
Gardnerville, NV 


Aug 3 - Aug 12: United Auburn Indian Community, Rocklin, CA 
Aug 17 - Aug 26: Open TTP dates 


Bronze By Cooley 

BRADLEY & BRAD COOLEY JR. 



KO+ Box 11 

Lamont, Florida 32336 
http://www.bron 2 ebycooley.com 
Ph#: (850) 997-4680 
E-mail: bradiey@bronzebycooley.com 


R. A. GRAY BUILDING 


State Library of Florida 
Museum of Florida History 
Florida State Archives 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
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Hollywood Students Train to be Good Drivers 


By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD — On April 13, four 
Hollywood students gathered in a small classroom at 
the Boys & Girls Club. Richard Smith, Training 
Instructor with the Seminole Police Department, 
instructed these fine young Seminole students on the 
basic laws related to driving privileges in the state of 
Florida. 

What first time driving students 15-17 years 
of age should know in order to earn a license to drive 
in the state of Florida was one of the topics covered 
during the power point slide presentation. Student 
training consisted of lectures on the vehicle state laws 
while focusing on prevention of operating a motor 
vehicle while under the influence. The Driving Under 
the Influence, or DUI, penalties in the state of Florida 
are very severe. DUI offenses often lead to accidents, 
which cause destruction, injuries and sometimes even 
death. 

Austina Motlow requested a class for first 


time drivers and everyone thought it was an excellent 
idea. Attending and participating in the four-hour class 
at the Boys & Girls Club was Audrey Osceola, Jack 
Turtle and Legus Bowers. 

The four young students were given a written 
test after the course was completed. The written test is 
produced by Driver Training Associates, Inc. The 
S.T.A.R.T. Course (Student Training Alcohol Related 
Topics) consisted of the following topics: your Florida 
driving privileges, suspension of license, revocation, 
Florida traffic point system, responsible driving strate- 
gies, pertinent alcohol facts, guide for detecting 
impaired drivers, consequences and penalties for driv- 
ers in the state of Florida. 

This was the first time this program has been 
implemented for students in this community and will 
be scheduled again for the other Seminole reserva- 
tions. This class was sponsored by Seminole Tribe of 
Florida and SPD. 



Felix DoBosz 


S.T.A.R.T. course students (clockwise from left): Austina Motlow, Jack Turtle, Instructor Richard Smith, 
Legus Bowers and Audrey Osceola. 


The brochure handed out to the class con- 
tained the following information: 

Some of the objectives in this driving 
course are: 

Inform students of the significance of the 
driving privilege 

Describe the laws pertaining to youthful 
drivers, including zero tolerance and other alcohol 
laws 

Educate students regarding various drugs 
and their effects on the body 

Assist students in learning how various 
drugs affect driver behavior and performance 


Informs students of the various attitude 
states within a personality 

Assist students in developing responsible 
driver attitudes and behavior 

Prepare students for driving in various con- 
ditions and demonstrate proper ways to handle 
emergencies 

Enable students to examine risk areas in 
their lives goals 

Develop an action plan for future responsi- 
ble driving 

Develop a personal commitment to staying 
alcohol and drug free 



Mark Wallheiser / Tallahassee Democrat 

As FSU president T.K. Wetherell stands at the microphone, Willie Nelson shows off the traditional 
Seminole jacket he was presented by Naha Jumper, second from right, and Jo Leigh Jumper, right, 
with the Seminole Tribe of Florida. 
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Happy Mother’s Day to Ms. 
Lena D. Tiger. I would like to give 
thanks to a God-sent woman. You took 
me in and took care of me and you 
showed me love, patience, understand- 
ing, all of the things to help me grow. I 
just want you to know you were appre- 
ciated for being you. 

Mommy, you have showed me 
how to laugh and smile through the 
hard times and good times. I want to 
thank you for teaching me how to love 
and be a mother when you never beard 
your own fruits! You have taught me 
many things in my life that I can teach 
my children to carry on your love to 
others thank you for loving me mommy 
you were my best friend! 

See you soon! 

Love ya, 

Ufutcheechee 





Future 


We specialize in designing, customizing and providing top of the line 
technology in Audio & Video electronics including a division dedicated to 
Security and Surveillance equipment for your home and business. 

36 1? North State Road 7/ Hollywood, FL 33021 
(954) 893-9106 / Fax: (954) 893-9107 


screen. 

VWWWWWWW V- 


WE DO IT ALL! 




Technologies 

Installing the 


WE PROVIDE IN HOME SURVEYS 

WE COME TO YOU: BIG CYPRESS, HOLLYWOOD, BRIGHTON, IMMOKALEEAND FT. PIERCE 
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“PwtMy pMexti ,f 1 

F.Y.I. Homeowners Series, Part 1 
May 4 th , 2006 at the incredible 

Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino 

in beautiful 

1 a ■ ■ i t |j is ^ i nV rffc • 1 Utf • * . , — 

Hollywood, Florida from 6 p.m, - 8 p.m. 

Dinner will be promptly served at 6 p.m. 


The “F.Y.I. Homeowners Series, Part /" is the first of a new and innovative series designed 
to introduce and educate homeowners regarding health issues and the regular maintenance of 
their homes. Future topics will include: Radon & Radon Testing Mold/Moistufe Intrusion and 
Sampling: Humcane Preparedness. 0 I Y projects Why NOT to (do it yourself; New Construc- 
hon Watching your baby grow; Child-Proofing your homes - Safety in (he First Degree, Discuss- 
ing ihe five systems of your home, Homeowners Insurance and many many more! 

These workshops will help you save thousands of dollars in un necessary repairs and labor costs 
if you attend 

If you are renting, building, buying or selling your home, this senes of workshops is designed to 
educate you about living conditions which may be harmful to you and your family Also, to intro- 
duce you to related topics such as home insurance, new home construction, and relevant health 
issues We will have guest speakers from the National Radon Safety Board the American Soci- 
ety of Home Inspectors various reputable home building companies. Insurance Agencies Ihe 
International Code Council and Ihe Environmental Protection Agency just to name a few 

aw C'f'wrtT'CwAit 


Uu» Ht 


introduction to Radon 
By Dr. indy George, Director A naiytical 
Operations, 

kaiinit Training Cater Aoedatti 

This groundbreaking event is being held In coordination with the Seminole Tribe Housing 
Authority and is open to Seminole tribal members , employees and families. Ait others 
must AS. V.P by May 1" as space is limited, NO EXCEPTIONS! 

To HS.VJP. please contact Tons Young at Chief-Spect, LI C af 377.585. 9B00 or at 
786.417.47t9 by May I s '. 

Please visit: www. chief-propertyservices.com 




Mold Management Presenmim 
Hr Sfutntton Cnry , President ASHI—Cewgto 




Here be Chief* 
Specb LLC, our msjrcciocs 
are licensed, certified, 
perienced and insured 
brill]; you the bc?;l 
inspections. 

Wc provide d\gm\ 
pbnlos in nil of ym«r PL-ports 
;mtt wc have professional 
engineers on slcifil 

Chief-Sped, LLC 
inspccsore sire member^ 
eandidales in iheie profes- 
SLtmal organ Motions: 

■ American Society of 
liotne InspcdbrsC 1 
- International Assoc, of 
Mold Management 
* iNuiinnal Radon Safety 
Bonin! 

Department of Health 
certified Radon techni- 


Wc provide you with all llie services needed to purchase, 
build, or upgrade your home or business. These include: 

Residential inspections 
Commercial inspections 
New Construction monitoring 
Mold SurveyingfSampimg 
Radon Testing 
Thermal Imaging 
insurance inspections 
FHA/VA Certifications 

“Protecting your family and investment while bringing 
you closer to home! ” 

•Single-family B Multi-family ■ Townhomes* Duplexes 
• Condos * Warehouses* Commercial buildings • Manufactured homes 


Chief-Sped* LLC 
nspccts; 

1 4ir^groHnd^clmin»gc 
r‘uM udalitsm 
Extcriora 

Roofin&T rim/Guttcra 
KlEtshing^ 

Plumbing systems 
It VAC sysiciPis 
Electrical syslems 
Pool & Spas 
Ffcrmafwiit appJiinns 
Fireplaces 
Ganges 

Service entrances 
Attics. Venting Ik much 
more! 


Call lor your Tree estimate 


and appointment today ! 



Tolls -J, Young 
()« ii viv inspector 


Toll free: 877.585.0900 


Stntnji YLI. itl South Flmidu iudoriiti” Lett, Cottier. Hnmurd 
unit conn fit's 

Visit us ar 


w w iv.chief-propertvser* iccs.com 

MM MM IM-vS 
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TiliCWili 
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Great News For All Triral 



Memrers 



Employees: 



So APR ON 
FINANCING ALL 




GIN 

BRANDS! 


Ed Morse Sawgrass Auto Mall is now offering aU Seminole 
tribal members and employees really great deals! That’s right, 
all tribe members and employees, including everyone who 


works at the Seminole Hard Rock Casino, can now get huge 
savings and all financing incentives for which they qualify on 
five GM brands of new vehicles and over 150 used vehicles. 


YOUR 1 HEADQUARTERS 




PONTIAC 



BUICK 


THE NEW 2006 MODELS ARE HERE - HURRY FOR BIG SAVINGS! 


14401 W. Sunrise Blvd., Sunrise 

On Sunrise Blvd. just east of Sawgrass Expwy. 

PLEASE CALL TOLL-FREE 

1 - 888 - 800-8048 

SALES HOURS: Mon-Fri 9am-9pm, 

Sat 9am-6pm, Sun 12-6pm 
SERVICE HOURS: 

Mon-Fri 7am-6pm, Sat 7am-3pm 





SUNRISE BLVD. 

SAWGRASS 
MILLS MALL 


CHEVROLET * CADILLAC 
PONTIAC * BUICK * GMC 




For value 
and service it's 


*0n select models. **0n select models with approved credit. Prices & terms subject to change without notice. 


Ed Morse, of course! 


CHEVROLET / pontiac (@ buick gmc 
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Senior High Achievers in Immokalee 



Story by Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — Since the opening of the 
new Senior Hot Meals facilities in Immokalee, the 
senior residents have been kept extremely occupied. 


Not only are they taking advantage of the fine meals 
that are being served, but have made the building a 
place for their social gathering and workplace for 
numerous projects. 

The craft area is abuzz with activity from 10 


a.m.-2 p.m. nearly every day as the group has been 
hard at work turning out some very special ceramic 
pieces. The regulars are comprised of five to seven 
ladies who have learned to prepare, paint and finish 
various types of ceramic. 
Instructors are on hand to 
help them get started and 
answer any questions that 
may have arisen since their 
last meeting. 

Beginning with the 
simple basic procedures, 
they have progressed to 
some very technical proj- 
ects. While the subject for 
each class has made use of 
the various holidays and 
season, the group has taken 
a special interest in Native 
American pieces. In this 
category they have really 
excelled. 

The completed art 
objects depict not only 
clans, but a variety of tradi- 
tional items such as canoes, 
moccasins, beadwork, bas- 
kets, work and hunting 
utensils. Some of the stat- 
ues of Native Americans 
have been so well crafted, that they take on a human 
quality. 

All of their hard work paid off when they 
were given an opportunity to enter the ceramics com- 
petition at the Hendry County Fair. Competing against 


Immokalee seniors producing ceramics in their workshop. 


Judy Weeks 



Judy Weeks 


First place winning plate by Louise Motlow. 



Judy Weeks 

Immokalee seniors and staff pose with their winning entry in the Trike Fest and the 2006 trophy. 



approximately 100 other entries from communities all 
around Lake Okeechobee, Fla., they took many of the 
top honors. 

Triumphing in numerous divisions, they gar- 
nered five first place awards and two second places. 
Louise Motlow received three first place ribbons, 
while Mary Sanchez and Rachel 
Billie each had one. Two second 
places went to Elizabeth Oleo. 

Following the return of 
their entries to Immokalee, 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress, 

President Moses Osceola and Big 
Cypress Council Representative 
David Cypress joined the group 
for lunch and congratulated them 
on their success. Scrutinizing each 
piece, they complemented the 
ladies on their choice of colors 
and the great care they took in 
attending to each detail in decorat- 
ing their entries. 

Rachel Billie’s statue of 
Osceola drew the special attention 
of David Cypress, who wished to 
purchase it. He insisted that the 
first place ribbon must accompany 
the piece of art to his home. 

Ceramics are not the 
only competition entered by 
Immokalee ’s seniors. They all 
participated in designing and cre- 
ating their entry in this year’s 
Trike Fest at Big Cypress which brought them a first 
place win in the best decorated trike category. 

Everyone contributed something to the proj- 
ect and they all worked on putting it together. The 


seniors did enlist a little outside help from Bill and 
Johnny at Utilities, who assisted in taking pieces loose 
from the bikes and then reattaching them after decora- 
tion was complete. Victor Billie supplied the know- 
how in the construction of the small chickee frame and 
helped them to stabilize it. 


In the best dressed bike awards, Mary 
Sanchez came in second place and Rachel Billie was 
hot on her heels in third place. Meanwhile Nancy 
Motlow took first in the ball toss. 


Judy Weeks 

(L-R) Seniors Louise Motlow, Elizabeth Oleo, Rachel Billie and Mary 
Sanchez show off their winning ceramic entries from the Hendry 
County Fair. 



Seminole Edition I Black_H2_2006_22 Passenger Independence Edition I Pewter_H2_2006_25 Passenger 


MILLENIUM LIMO, INC 

www.milleniumlimo.com 


Liberty Edition I Pearl White_Escalade_2006_22 Passenger 


Tribal Edition I White, H2_ 2006_22 Passenger 


22-Seat 2006 Hummer H2 
Eagle 1 Edition 


American Idol Edition I Hummer -H2_2006_22 Passenger 


Truevision 
(over 400 channels) 


Freedom Edition [ Bfeack_H2_2006_25 Passenger 


Lamborgutn 

Doors 


2 Static Wheels 


Fish Tank 4 Sub- woofers 


Recording 

Studio 


Full-Length 
Mirrored Ceiling 


Dual Alternators 
235 Amps 
with AC Inverters 
and 2 Caps 


Karaoke 

Machine 


Satellite 

Radio 


Poker Room 


5th Door 
(suicide door) 


2006 Lincoln Town Car 10 Passenger 


Chrysler 300 Lambo | White_300_2006_12 Passenger 


Over 7 Hummers to choose from! 

Starting out at 
$55/hr for Regular Limos 
$99/hr for Hummer H2 Limos and Escalade Limos 


( Prices may he higher on weekends and holidays) 

The largest SUV Fleet in South Florida and the lowest prices. 
Fleet: 10 Passenger Lincoln Towncar, Excursions from 18/22/26 
passengers. Hummer H2, Cadillac Escalade 2004, 2006 Chrysler 300. 


Sound Activated 
Laser Show 


4500 Walt 
Sound System 


12 12” inch 
Speakers 


Disco Lights 


Wireless 

Internet 


Fiberoptic 

Lighting 


9 Flat-screen 
TV’s 

Dual A/C Units \ 


Wet Bar 

( 1 8 crystal glasses) 


Disco Floor/Wood 


Weddings • Night Outs • Airport 
Port Transfers • Excursions • Much More 

Fax: 954-704-9106 • Email: milleniumlimos@aol.com • We cover the following counties: Lee, Collier, Dade, Broward, Palm Beach 


DVD/CD/FM/AM 


Neon Lights 


Las Vegas Syle Slot Machine 

(for entertainment purposes only) 
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VNEA Pool Players Compete at Hard Rock 


Tribal Citizen Theresa Nunez 
Takes First in Women's 
Division 

By Eydie Romano, AzBilliards.com 

TAMPA — With big money and bragging 
right up for grabs, players flocked to the Tampa 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel and Casino the week of 
April 13-16. This Valley National Eightball 
Association (VNEA) friendly event was open to all 
VNEA players in the Florida region. 

What a class act this VNEA event was. OB 
Osceola, Naples liaison, went all out to make this one 
of the best events in VNEA history. Everything from 
the smallest attention to detail was paid to this event. 

It was a non-stop class act with top shelf clothing for 
the staff, laminated postcard stock score sheets and 
four foot high trophies for all the winners. 

Additional guaranteed added money was up 
for grabs in the Pro/Master round robin tournament. 
This tournament included such notable players as 
Troy Frank, Glen Olson and Steve Frost. Troy Frank 
went undefeated throughout the event only missing 
nine games out of 40 and bringing home the grand 
prize. Second place went to Glen Olson and Dan 
Briggs took third place. In The Sportsman Division, 
“Dolly’s Big Dogs” from Deland, FL defeated 
“Motown Boy’s” from Immokalee, FL. This was the 
closest match of the championship rounds. 

There were 22 players in the women’s divi- 
sion. First place went to Seminole Tribal citizen 
Theresa Nunez. Elishia Huson came in second and 
third place went to Amy Poulter. 

The women went head to head all weekend 
long. Theresa Nunez went head to head throughout the 



Tribune Archive Photo 


Theresa Nunez 


tournament until being knocked into the losers bracket 
by Elishia Huson. She came back after forcing Amy 
Poulter into third place and also defeating Elishia 
twice for the grand prize. 

Theresa Nunez, 35, lives on The Brighton 
reservation with her four children, ages five- 12. She 
has been playing pool for the past 10 years. In addi- 
tion to playing, she operates a floral business called 
Best Buds, which serves The Seminole reservation 

exclusively. 

Last year, she 
took second in the 
Seminole Sunshine 
Tournament. Within the 
past several years she has 
also placed first at The 
Valley State Tournament 
and is in the Top 20 in 
VNEA. 

Theresa’s love 
for the game and dedica- 
tion to the Tribe inspired 
her to put together an eld- 
ers team for this tourna- 
ment. The team, called 
Natives, consists of five 
team players all over 60 
years of age who never 
competed before in tour- 
nament play. She led 
them through the ins and 
outs of team play compe- 
tition, with the highs of 
victory and the agony of 
defeat. 

This was cer- 
tainly the place to be in 
Tampa this past weekend 
for action, action, and 
action. 



Health Inspiration Publication 

The Health Department invites any Tribal 
citizen interested in being included in a health 
inspiration publication to contact Suzanne 
Davis at the Health Department. This 
publication is the first in a series of collections 
of community interviews, photos and stories. 

Suzanne can be reached at (954) 962-2009 

ext. 120 


Women's Wellness 
Health Fair 



Join the Seminole Health Department and its’ special 
guests as each reservation celebrates women’s health 
with our annual Women’s Wellness Health Fair, 




For more i ti formal ion : 

Big Cypress 
Tuesday, May 23 
(Sfc (tic Big Cypress Gym 

Conflict Linda McCarthy 
863-*>8_V579K 

Brigh ton 

Thursday, May 25 
(tf) the Brighton Clinic 

Contact Bar ham Idling 
863 - 763-0271 

Hollywood 
Wednesday, May 17 
the Tribal Office Auditorium 

Cuniacl Tii 1 3 i M cn Hr M si 
654-462-2CIOU 

Immokalee 
Thursday, May 25 
(a), the Immokalee Gym 

ttmliiL'l C Mi mint If Pdrcani 
239 - 867-3400 



SCRAPBOOKING 

, 


A V 


% 



STAMPING 






CARD MAKING 




CLASSES 




Stamping 

Memories 

Mon & Tue 10am-6pm 
Wed & Thur lOam-flpm 
Fri 10am-6pm 
Sat 10am-5pm 
Sun 10 am- 6 pm 

8731 Stirling Road 
Cooper City, PL 



Behind on your bills? 

Seeking help to become financially stable? 

Look no further, we can Help! 
Thousands available with No Obligations or 
Upfront Fees Attached. 

Call Now! 


1 ( 888 ) 300-8190 


Any Jail 
Any Time 

Bail Bonds 
Fianzas 

Gil Velasquez 

Tel: 954-463-2227 • Fax: 954-463-2228 

521 S. Andrews Ave. (Suite #6) Ft. Lauderdale, FL. 33301 



24 Hours 
Emergency 
Service 


Hablamos 




LLYWOOD 


Gourmet Gift Baskets 
And Goodies 


Your Area's #1 Gift Basket And 
Floral Connection Since 1993 

* 

Gourmet And Specialty Gifts 

GOURMET DELIGHTS... GOURMET BASKETS AND GOODIES 

FLORAL EXPRESSIONS.... FRESH FLOWERS 

INDULGENCE BODY CARE PRODUCTS 

PRECIOUS MOMENT BABY AND MOM PRODUCTS 

WITH SYMPATHY. FLORAL / GOURMET 

MOVING IN WELCOME GIFTS 

YOUR BUSINESS IMAGE CORPORATE GIFTS 

★ 



954 - 921-6200 

2701 Hollywood Blvd. 
Hollywood, FL 

www.hooraysfromhollywood.com 


Local Delivery To 
Broward & Dade County 
Wire Service. We Ship Anywhere In The USA 
Last Minute Orders. All Major Credit Cards 




DR RICHARD A. NORMAN 


EXPERT EYE EXAMS 
CONTACT LENSES 

We Carry 

Mast Designer Frames 
Such As: 

Cazal * Caviar * Christian Dior 
Prada * Versace * Versus * CK 
Burberry • Li* Claiborne 
Ralph Lauren * And Many More,.. 

Friendly, Courtlous & Knowledgeable Staff 

Same location for over 22 years 

Wb Accept Semina le Tribe Referrals & Many Insurances 


Or. Richard A - Norman 
^167*1 5 a University Or. 

Davie, Florida 



□n the edrnor uf Griffin Rd. G Univcraty Pr. 
In fcha Pub I lx Sapping 
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BORN 


ROCK 


WE’RE CELEBRATING OUR 2ND ANNIVERSARY 


ALL MONTH LONG IN MAY 


ANNIVERSARY GIVEAWAY 

SUNDAY, MAY 21 

GRAND PRIZE DRAWING AT 5PM 


IN THE PROGRESSIVE JACKPOT, IT KEEPS GROWING! 


ADDmONAL CASK PRIZES AWARDED 
1PM, 3PM, 5PM & 7PM 76 TOTAL WINKERS 


DRAWING WEDNESDAY, MAY 31 AT 9PM 



HOTEL & CASINO 


fctMNO/ 


“SWIPE&WIN 

AND WIN YOUR SHARE OF OVER $250,000 IN CASH AND PRIZES 


HOLLYWOOD, FL 


*Amoijni ciJfiem ai press time. Promotions are subject so diamje or cancel without nonce. 1 Seminole Way / Hollywood, FL 3331 4 

II you or 90 meone yoo know lias a gambling pi obfem , call l - 808 -AD Mir -IT, WWW.Sem inolGhclf dr OCkllOl ly WOOd , C GUI 
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•> IRCC 

Continued from page 1 

presentation on behalf of Bowers who fell ill and 
was unable to attend. Thomas expressed Bowers’ 
regrets for being unable to attend the presentation 


The Tribe’s donation check (bottom, center). 


and went on to share that Bowers is very excited to 
support this project because he feels that Brighton’s 
educational roots are tied to the Okeechobee com- 
munity and that education for his people is one of 
his top priorities. 

President Moses Osceola also attended the 
presentation and shared the following, “It gives us 
pleasure to present this check to Dr. Massey and 

IRCC. The Seminole 
Tribe is very support- 
ive of education for 
our people and Indian 
River College is one 
of the institutions of 
higher education that 
many of our tribal 
members have attend- 
ed and still attend. 

We are pleased to 
support this new cen- 
ter.” 

It is obvious 
that the Seminole 
Tribe supports educa- 
tion by the support 
they have shown to 
the local college that 
has provided higher 
education to many 
Seminoles. Every 
dollar donated for the 
new center will be 
matched by state 
facilities matching 
funds. We hope to 
have many Seminole 
Emma Brown students benefit from 
this new state of the 
art facility. 



rnHappy Mother’s Day from the Seminole Tribune 


j "We only have One Mom, One Mommy, 
j One Mother in this World, One life. 

Don't wait for the Tomorrow's to tell Mom, you 
) love her" 

j ~ Author Unknown ~ 

l Mothers are fonder than fathers of 
) their children because they are 
J more certain they are their own. 

— Aristotle: 


ffl WONDERFUL MOTHER 


God made a wonderful mother, 

A mother who never grows old; 

He made her smile of the sunshine, 

And He moulded her heart of pure gold; 

In her eyes He placed bright shining stars \ 
In her cheeks fair roses you see; 

God made a wonderful mother, 

And He gave that dear mother to me. 

— Pat O'Reilly ~ 


if 


— Florida Scott-Maxwell: 





Before you were conceived I wanted you 
Before you were born I loved you (J 

Before you were here an hour I would die for jj 
you 

This is the miracle of life. 

— Maureen Hawkins: 


m 


The most important thing a father 
can do for his children is to love 
their mother. 


M-O-T-H-E-R 


> No matter how old a mother is, she watches her 




m) 




”M" is for the million things she gave me, 
"O" means only that she's growing old, 

"T" is for the tears she shed to save me, 

"H" is for her heart of purest gold; 

"E" is for her eyes, with love-light shining, 

"R" means right, and right she'll always be, 

Put them all together, they spell "MOTHER, " 

A word that means the world to me. 


m 

i 

ff 

i 

i 




Public School Academy 

Cassandra Alexander 



Public School Academy 

Christian Alexander 


Seminole Children 
Receive Awards 

Submitted by Public School Academy 

WILSON, MI — The children of 
Seminole Tribal citizen Catherine Tommie 
Alexander and husband Charles Alexander 
were honored with several awards in recent 
months. 

Christian 10, Christopher 9 and 
Cassandra 5, attend the Nah Tah Wahsh Public 
School Academy in Wilson, Mich. 

Christian received the student of the 
award in January. 

In September 2005, Christopher was 
honored as the student of the month. He also 
received the humility award. 

Cassandra received an award for hon- 
esty. The award is named Honoring the Seven 
Grandfathers. She is the youngest student to 
receive this award 




Public School Academy 

Christopher Alexander 


Public School Academy 

Christopher Alexander 



Don’t Forget ... 

Mother’s Day 

May 14! 



Stirling R 


4101 Davie Rd. Ext. 
Davie. FL 33024 

954-436-9905 



YOUNG PROFESSIONALS OF THE RED CROSS 

/MUTGURALTIMI 


MARCH 21, 2006 
6 - 8:00 PM 

Las Olas Fine Arts 
701 East Las Olas, Fort Lauderdale 
Enjoy music, hors d’ oeuvres 
and premier cocktails, 
while learning the nuances of fine art. 

*10 MEMBERS 
S 2Q NON-MEMBERS 


MAY 23, 2006 
6 - 8:00 PM 

Renegade Barbeque Company 
at the Hard Rock 
5720 Seminole Way, Hollywood 
Learn how to BBQ from one of 
Hollywood's hottest new BBQ chefs! 

s 10 MEMBERS 
s 20 NON-MEMBERS 


MEMBERSHIP & EVENT INFORMATION 
WWW.ARCBCC.ORG 

( 954 ) 797-3842 


J 


Club Red is a dynamic group of young professionals, 
age 25-45 that are committed to helping their 
community prevent, prepare for, and respond to life’s 
nergencies through community service, education and soci 
fundraising activities. Members also help raise awareness 
of the mission of the American Red Cross, 

Broward County Chapter among other young adults. 

Club Red’s goal is to develop andmaintain a vibrant and 
fun group that fulfills this mission while providing 
members with a social setting to meet and network 
with other young adults. Club Red will meet every two 
months at exciting locations throughout Broward County. 


members with a social setting to meet and netwc 
with other young adults. Club Red will meet every 
months at exciting locations throughout Broward Cc 


Marooneo 


Sponsored in part by; 

PREMIER 

1 M V t I * ^ I 


tOnu«ir* R( 


97.3 

.MSI 




American 
Red Cross 










The Seminole Tribune 


34 


April 28 f 2006 



Community Easter Gathering 




By Emma Brown 

BRIGHTON — The Brighton 
rodeo grounds and facility resembled a beau- 
tiful rainbow on Friday April 14. The color- 
ful blanket that covered the ground was 
made out of literally hundreds of Easter eggs 
for the community Easter egg hunt. 

The hunt began at 1 0 a.m. with sec- 
tions of eggs divided by orange tape to clear- 
ly mark the boundaries. The hunt was divid- 
ed into groups according to current school 
grades. The groups were as follows: K-first, 
second-fourth, fifth-eighth and ninth- 12th. 

At 9:59 a.m. the kids were lined up 
eager for the hunt to begin. At 1 0 a.m. they 
were given the green light and it was each 
kid for themselves. Kids were scurrying 
everywhere trying to gather as many eggs as 
possible, hoping to either gather the most 
eggs or find one of many golden prize eggs 
the lay amidst the others. 

After each egg had been found it 
was time for the prizes to be awarded. Prizes 
were awarded in each age group to the kids 
with the most eggs and to the kids who had 
found a golden prize egg. After the hunt, the 
kids could visit with the Easter Bunny or Emma Brown 

enjoy the recreational activities that had been Joshua Boromei, Destiny Nunez, Breanna Billie, Korvette Billie, 
set up for them. 

At 12 p.m. a cold cut lunch was 
served for the entire community to enjoy. Following 
lunch it was time for the ladies and gentlemen of 
Brighton to put their egg hunting skills to work. 

There were nearly as many adults hunting eggs as 


there were children, which is always an exciting 
event to witness. Adults were awarded with the same 
prizes as the children, so in this group as well, it was 
each person for them self. 


It was another fun and 
exciting Easter for the community 
of Brighton. Thank you to each 
department that supported the Tribal 
Council and Board office in making 
another holiday a success. 


Emma Brown 

Caroline Micco, Elana Micco, Peter Cottontail and Mason Micco. 


Emma Brown 


Emma Brown 


Emma Brown 


And they are off! 


Danyelle Boromei 


Erik Garcia 


FIBA Hosts Festive Easter Program 






Susan Etxebarria 

(L-R) Samuel Osceola, Shae Pierce, Teanna Garcia, Deliah Carillo, Kaley Riley, Moses Garcia, Jaden Puente and Huber 
Leon. 


Susan Etxebarria 

Good egg finder Samuel Osceola. 


speeches, a luncheon was served for all the guests 
and then an exciting Easter egg hunt followed for all 
the students. 


By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — The students at First 
Indian Baptist Academy (FIBA) put on a wonderful 
40 minute performance of song and scripture recital 
held in the church on April 12 for the enjoyment of 
parents and guests. 


School Director Darlene Holmes, 
opened the Easter program by introducing 
the first ever FIBA school choir. The 1 8 
students sang 1 0 Christian songs to the 
accompaniment of the piano. 

They had memorized the songs 
and showed so 


Susan Etxebarria 

Choir singing: (back row, L-R) Huber Leon, Ty Pierce, Chris Olivarez, 
Shae Pierce, Deliah Carillo, Samuel Osceola and Kaley Riley; (front row, 
L-R) Joseph Osceola, Burgundy Pierce, Tavis Jumper, Vivianna Martinez, 
Robert Harris and Isaac Osceola. 


much enthusiasm 
for performing on 
the stage and 
sharing the mes- 
sage of Easter 
that it was very 
enjoyable to lis- 
ten and to watch. 

The parents 
should be proud 
of their kids. 

“Praise 
the Lord,” said 
Pastor Johns. 

“That was some- 
thing to see and I 
am glad every- 
one came out today to 
experience this. I didn’t 
know this was going to 
happen. I sit in my office 
and I heard some music and 
I am amazed to see how far 
they got in just a short 
time.” 


Susan Etxebarria 


Reese Bert Jr. reciting scripture. 


Also performing was the new high school 
band made up of three guitarists who call them- 
selves the “Brighton Boyz Band.” 

They sounded really good and show a lot 
of promise. Especially if they keep up their prac- 
tices with their unofficial music coach, Michael 
Bond, the Seminole 4-H extension agent who also 
plays a guitar. The vocalist is Dewell Johns and his 
band mates are Tory Billie and Clint Bowers. 

Pastor Garvin Scott of 
the Maple Grove 
Baptist Church in 
Lakeport, Fla. was 
the guest speaker 
and he shared an 


inspiring mes- 
sage about 
what it means 
to be a good 
Christian. 
After the 
choir pres- 
entation and 
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Non-Residents Celebrate the Easter Holiday 




Janice Billie 

The Seminole Tribune’s Editor in Chief Virginia Mitchell and 
grand-daughter Jewel. 


By Janice Billie 

HOLLYWOOD — On the evening 
of April 6, Hollywood non-resident Tribal 
citizens gathered together for fun and food. 
The location was Dave & Busters, a popular 
eating and arcade establishment often select- 
ed as a venue for Tribal festivities. 

Hosted by Hollywood’s non-resi- 
dent liaison Holly Tiger the occasion was a 
casual and fun filled affair. 

Tiger stated at the start, “We don’t 
have an agenda tonight; we’re here to cele- 
brate Easter and have an evening of enjoy- 
ment.” 

The 

activities of the 
night included 
raffles, musical 
chairs for the 
youngsters and a 
visit from the 
Easter bunny. 

Some of the raffle 
prizes were the 
ever popular I- 
Pods® and 
PSPs®. The 
bunny was a big 
help in handing 


out prizes and graciously took photos with 
the children. 

There was no shortage of entertain- 
ment for the kids as they were treated to 
tickets for all the games in the facility. The 
food was great and the children were quite 
high spirited throughout the evening 

There was a good turnout for the 
occasion. It was an opportunity for the non- 
residents to check in with their liaison about 
reservation event schedules and events per- 
taining exclusively to non-residents. 


Janice Billie 


Janice Billie 


Riley Jumper takes a nap during the Hollywood non-resident festivities. 


Natomah Robbins smiles with the Easter Bunny. 



Janice Billie 

The Easter Bunny was a big hit with the kids. 



Janice Billie 


Raymond Osceola and the Easter Bunny. 



Certain scents have a powerful effect on the opposite sex. 




When you're ready to quil. we’re ready lo help. 

V877-U-CAN-NOW~n 7 877-B22-6669| 


a 


HEALTH 
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Judy Weeks 

Seniors sporting their Easter bonnets (L-R): Elizabeth Oleo, Elaine Aguilar, Louise Motlow and Rachel 
Billie. 


Judy Weeks 


Foot races drew a happy bunch of contestants, 







ners. 

A picnic lunch was 
served under the big chickee 
with hamburgers and hot dogs 
hot off the grill, potato chips, 
cold drinks and Easter cup- 
cakes. 

A waterslide proved 
to be a popular gathering place 
as the heat of the afternoon set 
in with a promise of a hot sum- 
mer ahead. There were never 
less than 1 0 to 15 people taking 
advantage of its cool, refresh- 
ing atmosphere, at any one 
time. 

Other activities includ- 
ed foot races, egg toss, water 
balloon toss, egg relay and 
horse shoes with cash prizes 
awarded through third place. 

Everyone received one 
raffle ticket and as the numbers 
were called, the win- 


Cheyenne Mclnturff with her prize Easter basket. 


Judy Weeks 


ner was given an 
■ opportunity to 
V select a plastic egg 
■ from a basket which 
W contained prizes 
r ranging. Before the 
afternoon was over, 
everyone had an oppor- 
tunity to draw a winning 

egg. 

Several commu- 
nity members donated 
their time to put this party 
together and make it the 
wonderful success that 
was enjoyed by all. A 
special thank you to 
Sylvia Marrero who 
i coordinated the event. 




Judy Weeks 


Joseph Billie was chef for the senior Easter party 


Immokalee 

Community Easter Party 

Gathering at the Ball 
Field at 10 a.m. on April 15, 
the Immokalee community 
members celebrated the Easter 
holiday. Their Recreation 
department had planned a full 
day of activities which began 
by popular demand with the 
Easter egg hunt. 

Divided into age 
groups, separate areas provided 
an equal opportunity for each 
individual to participate. Giant 
Easter baskets were awarded to 
the winners with the most eggs 
in each category from first 
through third place. 

A great deal of care 
went into the basket prepara- 
tion to insure that they were 
age appropriate. In addition to 
chocolates, candies, and small 
toys, there were bubbles, color- 
ing books, crayons, markers, 
jewelry and little cars for the 
younger set. 

Games such as 
Yahtzee®, Scrabble®, 
Monopoly® and Trivial 
Pursuit® joined black lights, 
music and Walmart gift cards 
in the baskets of the older win- 


Judy Weeks 

Tara Boone successfully caught the water balloon 
for a first place win. 


Louise Motlow shows off her Easter basket. 


❖ Easter 

Continued from page 1 


Judy Weeks 


Judy Weeks 

Bess Bowlegs cradles a raw egg after a careful catch in the egg toss. 


Senior Joseph Billie fired up the old barbe- 
cue grill and turned out some of the most mouth 
watering ribs and chicken ever. Accompanied by 
potato salad, beans, hard boiled eggs and a tossed 
salad, prepared by Connie Gray, Gayle Greer and 
Angie Arreguin, it was a meal fit for kings and 
queens. 

Dessert was a beautifully decorated home- 
made cake with Easter colors and characters. Each 
one of the seniors received an individual bunny cake 
with jelly bean eyes to take home for an evening 
snack. 

Moving to the front lawn, the party goers 
participated in an Easter egg hunt with cash prizes 
concealed in each egg. At the end of the party each 
senior received a beautiful centerpiece for their din- 
ing table comprised of a ceramic pot with an assort- 
ment of Easter florals. 


Preschool Easter Party 

The staff of the Immokalee Seminole 
Preschool put together a fantastic party for their stu- 
dents on April 14. 

The little tykes gathered in the school yard 
for their annual Easter Egg Hunt armed with their 
baskets and high expectations. It is a joy to watch 
their enthusiasm grow as 
they locate each egg and 
run for the next, hoping to 
fill their baskets to over 
flowing. 

Following a 
series of games, they 
enjoyed a chicken dinner 
with their friends and 
family members before 
diving into the long await- 
ed Easter cake. Each stu- 
dent received a basket 
loaded with treasures: 
toys, stuffed animals, 
chocolate bunnies and 
candy eggs, crayons and 
little games. 

By far the high- 
light of the day was the 
bounce house and inflated 
Slip-n-Slide® where they 
played to their hearts con- 
tent. 











The Seminole Tribune 


37 


April 28, 2006 



What’s 



Watermelon 

Festival 


Page 6 



2006 Hurricane Guide 
and Tracking Map 

Page 7 



Stock Contractors 
Fest-a-Bull 

Page 21 


Letters 2 

Health 12 

Education 14 

Sports 17 


Success is 
Measured by 
the Pound 

By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — The 

Immokalee Seminole Shape-Up Contest, 
sponsored by Chairman Mitchell Cypress, 
has been completed. Designed to promote 
a healthy lifestyle through exercise, proper 
nutrition and loss of excess weight, it is 
making great strides in the community. 

Weigh-in for the 12 week contest 
was Jan. 19-20. Immokalee Nutritionist 
Charlotte Porcaro supervised the contest 
and met weekly with the participants 
through the Lifestyle Balance program. 
Healthy diet, food preparation, exercise, 
addictions, will power, eating habits and a 
support group were stressed. Blood pres- 
sure and sugar monitoring were suggested 
and done upon request. 

Forty- three prospective partici- 
pants weighed-in at the beginning of the 
project, being represented by 17 Tribal cit- 
izens, six spouses and 20 employees. 

By the end of the 12 week period, 
1 8 people showed weight loss with the fol- 
lowing results: 

Winning Tribal Members: 1. 
Sylvia Marrero, 21.2 pounds, 2. Lorraine 
Posada, 13.6 pounds, 3. Mary Sanchez, 
11.2 pounds, 4. Michelle Ford, 8 pounds; 

❖ See LIFESTYLE, page 11 



Adelsa Williams 


At Gathering of Nations “The Pit” was painted with an array of beautiful outfits. 


Gathering of Nations: 
Miss Indian World Pageant 

Miss Seminole Christine McCall 
Competes for the Crown 


By Adelsa Williams 

ALBUQUERQUE, NM — 

Miss Seminole 2005-2006 Christine 
McCall along with many other Tribal 
citizens traveled miles from the state of 
Florida to the city of Albuquerque to 
attend the biggest Native American Pow 
Wow of the year. The 24th annual 
Gathering of Nations took place from 
April 27-29, at the usual spot, the 
University of New Mexico’s arena, best 
known as “The Pit.” 

Thousands of Native Americans 
from all across the nation congregated 
for the renowned Native celebration to 
witness the crowning of a new Miss 
Indian World. The gathering also show- 
cases different styles of Native dance 
competitions, Native art displays, staged 


Native American musical concerts and 
much more. Overall, a fun family three 
day event that’s rich in Indigenous cul- 
ture. 

For McCall it took early arrival 
to prepare for the jammed packed sched- 
ule of events for the Miss Indian World 
Pageant. There were rehearsals, meet 
and greet dinners, personal interviews, 
talent presentations and finally dance 
competitions prior to the crowning. 

On April 29 Violet John, a 
Plains Cree/Taino from Kehewin, 
Alberta, Canada won the most desired 
title, Miss Indian World. 

During the fierce competition, 
McCall recalls memorable moments. 

❖ See GATHERING, page 32 


Pull-Out Program Holds 
Culture Day In Brighton 


By Emma Brown 

BRIGHTON — The Brighton 
Pull Out program held their second culture 
day on April 21. Each student arrived that 
morning in their traditional clothing antici- 
pating the day’s events. The culture pro- 
gram had a replica of a traditional camp 
erected to be able to provide the students 
with a realistic scenario of what a typical 
camp would have consisted of before mod- 
em homes came along. 

Beneath the cooking chickee 
Diane Smith, Stacy Jones, Rita Gopher, 
Mahala Madrigal, Mary Jo Micco, Martha 
Jones and Diane Snow taught students the 
art of making fry bread. Each student had 
their own bowl in which to place the ingre- 
dients, kneed and prepare the dough and 
drop their finished product into the frying 
pan over the open fire. 

Once the fry bread was cooked it 


went into a cooler and was saved for 
lunch. At the same time the cooking staff 
was preparing a traditional lunch over the 
open fire. 

Under another chickee Mable 
Haught shared Seminole legends with the 
students. The telling of the legends gives 
the students an example of what many of 
their Grand-parents grew up listening to 
before TV’s and video games came 
around. Molly Roberts gathered students 
under an oak tree to teach them how to 
play the cow knee bone game, and yes a 
real cow knee bone is used. 

This game is taught to the stu- 
dents during culture day to demonstrate to 
them the type of game their parents and 
grand-parents might have played for fun 
before modem games were available. 

❖ See PULL-OUT, page 15 



Emma Brown 


Dylan Chalfant works on his carving. 


Chairman Receives Baton from 
U.S. Army Golden Knights 

Has Meet & Greet with 
Legendary WWII Tuskegee Airmen 


(L-R) Tuskegee Airmen Col. Charles E. McGee USAF, Chairman 
Mitchell Cypress, Richard B. Rutledge Miami Chapter. 


Seminole Tribe 
hosted special 
members and 
retired members 
of our armed 
forces for spe- 
cial show 
events. 

To get 
things started in 
the early 
evening of May 
4, The U.S. 

Army Golden 
Knights 
Parachuting 
team performed 
brilliantly for 
the assembled 
guests. They 
jumped from a 
twin turbo-prop 
C-31A 

Friendship plane 
overhead, high 
above the 
Hooter’s parking 
lot of the 
Seminole Paradise. 

The Golden Knights jumped in 
unison with their bright yellow canopies 
and plumes of bright smoke trials from 
their hot wired jump boots. 


the jump and were some of the VIP guests 
honored with this event. 

According to Golden Knights 

❖ See AIRMEN, page 4 



Felix DoBosz 


By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD — During Fleet 
Week, the McDonald’s Air & Sea Show 
festivities took a detour from Ft. 
Lauderdale beach to the Seminole Hard 
Rock Casino & 

Hotel. The 


Simultaneously, the Golden Knights cir- 
cled gently into their magnificent descent 
towards the ground zero target. 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress and 
President Moses Osceola enjoyed watching 


Seminole Sweep at NAYO 



tournaments, basketball and softball. There 
are several tribes participating in these 
games. Tribes such as Seneca, Choctaw, 
Cherokee, Poarch Creek, and Seminoles 
were among the participants. When it came 


to the girls’ 11 basketball teams faced off. 
As for the boys, 1 5 teams were involved. 

It was the first time that the girls 
had ever won this prestigious tournament 
and only the third time the boys won. The 
boys’ last win was in the mid 1980s. The 
tournament was played throughout 
Hollywood with the championships being 
held at the Hollywood 
Seminole Gym. The 
tournament was played 
on April 13-15. 

The girls went 
undefeated throughout 
the tournament. The 
Lady Seminoles’ mem- 
bers were: Krystle 
Young, Meaghan 
Osceola, Ariah 
Osceola, Chelsea 
Mountain, Brianna 
Harjochee, Whitney 
Osceola, Audrey 
Osceola, Lorri Osceola, 
Kendra Osceola, Katie 
Tiger along with coach 
Tony Heard. 

The boy’s 
team, Hollywood 
Seminoles, consisted 
of: Jerome Davis, 
Kelsey Spencer, Jordan 
Jones, Troy Billie, Ryan Osceola, Bret 
Spencer, Robert Osceola, Joseph Osceola, 
Greg Carter, Deforest Carter, Jasper 


❖ See NAYO, page 20 


By Kenny Bayon 

HOLLYWOOD — The year 
2006 will long be remembered as the year 
of the sweep. For the first time in Native 
American Youth Organization (NAYO) 
history, the Seminole Tribe swept the boys 
and girls basketball titles in the same year. 
The NAYO sponsors two major 


Kenny Bayon 

The Hollywood Seminoles won the prestigious NAYO title. 


Reservation Celebrates Completion 
of Town Homes Renovation 


Renovations included new sidewalks and folksy front 
entrance porches. 


By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLY- 
WOOD — On May 4, 
the Housing Department 
celebrated the comple- 
tion of the renovation of 
the Hollywood 
Reservation Town 
Homes. The buildings 
sustained substantial 
damage when Hurricane 
Wilma roared through 
Broward County last 
fall. It was estimated 
that about 60 percent of 
the aluminum sidings 
blew off, as well as 
shingles from parts of 
the roofs. 

Work was ini- 
tially contracted to start 
last fall, but didn’t really get underway due 
too low funding concerns until after the 
hurricane season was over. Construction 
crews consisting of roofers and carpenters 
were busy every day getting a little closer 
to the completion of the ultimate goal of 
providing Seminole families with a decent 
and secure place to live on the Hollywood 
reservation. 

These six buildings were original- 
ly built more than 25 years ago and house 


some 40 units. This U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development project 
provided re-roofmg, exterior re-surfacing 
and painting, plus innovative folksy front 
entrances type porches with overhangs. 
Handicap ramps were built to code specifi- 
cations including handrails, and new side- 
walks added with proper drainage. 

Additionally, tropical landscaping 
beautified the surrounding area of the 

❖ See TOWN HOMES, page 3 
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Photo Quiz 



Can you guess who I am? 



Tribal citizens may pick up a 
complimentary copy of the 
2006-January 2007 Seminole Tribal 
calendar at your reservation’s field 
office. 

This year’s calendar features 
the Big Cypress reservation’s Ah-Tah- 
Thi-Ki Museum and Billie Swamp 
Safari. 

All others may purchase cal- 
endars for $ 1 0 by ordering online at 
www.seminoletribe.com/marketplace 
or by calling Darline Buster at (954) 
966-6300, Ext 1266. 


Previous Photo Quiz 



Dolly Johns and Connie Johns Whidden 


The Seminole Tribune 


I f you need a reporter or you would 
like to submit an article, birthday 
wish or poem to The Seminole 
Tribune, please contact the Editor-In- 
Chief Virginia Mitchell at (800) 683- 


7800, Ext. 1260. E-mail 
vmitchell@semtribe.com, fax (954) 
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Survey of the Seminoles of Florida 


By Roy Nash 

[Editor s Note: This is a verbatim re-print 
of a survey of the Seminole Indians by Roy 
Nash conducted on behalf of the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs in 1930. This is Part 4 of a 
series The Seminole Tribune will re-print 
in its entirety. Please see the June 9 issue 
of The Tribune for Part 5. ] 

Excerpt 12. Part 1: The Florida 

Seminole and his Environment 

CHAPTER I 

A TYPICAL CAMP OF 1930 
SECTION 13: THE TREND OF 50 
YEARS 

How does Guava camp differ 
from the camps in the same locality 
described by Clay MacCauley 50 years 
ago? In the matter of dress, the great 
Seminole turban formerly worn by the men 
has been discarded; buckskin leggins are 
never seen, moccasins rarely. The white 
man’s breeches are an acquisition since 
MacCauley ’s time. In 1880 the women 
habitually wore only a skirt and the che- 
mise; 4 or 5 inches of brown belly showed 
between the two garments, and he says 
they are forever “pulling down their vests.” 
A half cape was occasionally worn even 50 
years ago, but the full cape now worn by 
the women is a development in the direc- 
tion of modesty achieved in the half centu- 
ry. 

Styles in coiffures have changed 
fro both men and women. In 1880 the men 
cut all their hair close to the head, except a 
strip about an inch wide, running over the 
front of the scalp from temple to temple, 
and another strip about the same width, 
perpendicularly to the former, crossing the 
crown of the head to the nape of the neck. 
At each temple a heavy tuft is allowed to 
hang to the bottom of the lobe of the ear. 
The long hair of the strip crossing to the 
neck is generally gathered and braided into 
two ornamental queues. 

Today men generally follow white 
fashions, although I did see Charlie 
Cypress in Fort Myers with his hair 
trimmed exactly in the old mode, except 
that the queue was lacking. Seminole 
women in 1880 wrought their hair into an 
elongated cone with bangs in front; to-day 
they pile it high on their heads, comb the 
front into a pompadour instead of bangs, 
slick it down with grease, and confine it 
under a net. 

Sewing machines were great rari- 
ties in MacCauley ’s days; to-day ever 
camp has them. The rifle and double-bar- 
reled shotgun have replaced the muzzle- 
loader. The second hand Ford is a modem 
curse of which MacCauley never dreamed. 

In 1880 the Seminole’s cash 
income came from hides and pelts plus the 
plumes of the egret, now banned by law. 
Game was more plentiful; markets not so 
good and farther away. Wages for guiding 
hunters and picking beans are new sources 
of revenue since the Smithsonian survey. 

When MacCauley made his sur- 
vey, the only Seminole he could find who 
spoke any English was Billy Fewell’s 
brother, Ko-nip-ha-tco, who was staying in 
Fort Myers with Captain Hendry. To-day 
practically every male Indian speaks at 
least a few words of English, many can 
carry on a hesitant conversation. Eight or 
ten are in school. 

In 1880 Billy Motlo came into 
Fort Myers and told captain Hendry the 
Indians were going to kill Ko-nip-ha-tco 
because he was adopting the white man’s 
ways; in 1930 I met this same Billy Motlo, 
now an old man, come to Miami to receive 
treatment from the physician paid by his 
former arch enemy, the Government. 

This last is the significant change. 
At Guava camp is the same type of house, 
the same campfire as old; but the Indian 
who builds it knows at least that he is in 
Florida to stay. 


With these facts about a typical 
camp in mind, we are in position to consid- 
er the distribution of camps, the deviations 
from type, and the collective life of the 
Florida Seminoles. Before proceeding with 
that interesting subject, however, a word 
about their habitat. 

Excerpt 13. Part 1: The Physical 

Environment 

CHAPTER II 

A TYPICAL CAMP OF 1930 
SECTION 1 : Natural Regions 
The Everglades 

The core of this region is the 
Everglades, a marsh about the size of 
Connecticut, 40 miles wide by 140 long, 
extending in majestic sweep from the head 
of Lake Okeechobee to the Bay of Florida 
and the Ten Thousand Islands. The bound- 
aries of this region are not elsewhere 
defined, but as mapped by the Florida 
Geological Survey it embraces approxi- 
mately 3,000,000 acres. 

The northern end of this region is 
a shallow saucer 35 miles across occupied 
by the second largest lake in the United 
States, Okeechobee. Five canals now con- 
nect Okeechobee with the Atlantic on the 
east; the Caloosahatchee River connects 
with the Gulf. 

In spite of this tremendous diver- 
sion of water which formerly spilled over 
the brim of the saucer in the wet season, 
there is an outpouring at the southern end 
of the Everglades — through streams emp- 
tying into the Bay of Florida as well as 
through the Shark, the Harney, Rodgers, 
and Lostmans River above Cape Sable — 
altogether too large to be accounted for by 
precipitation. The whole region is under- 
laid by limestone, and much of the water 
of the Everglades must be attributed to 
subterranean sources. 

There is no configuration to the 
surface of the Everglades; it is as flat as the 
surface of the ocean on a calm day. An 
accent of 1 8 feet from sea level will bring 
one to Okeechobee. 

In the older, northern, part of this 
great plain, the Pliocene shell marl and 
limestone are overlaid by six or eight feet 
of peaty muck. This depth of muck is the 
basis for local settlers distinguishing the 
“Upper Glades” from the “Lower Glades” 
for the southern portion of the layer of 
Pleistocene limestone crops out at the sur- 
face or is covered by a very shallow depo- 
sition of muck. 

The most characteristic vegetation 
of the Everglades is saw grass, a sedge of 
leaves 6 or 7 feet long, edged with teethe 
capable of tearing a man and his clothes to 
tatters. In the Upper Glades, say, for half 
the distance between Okeechobee and the 
Bay of Florida, this plant occupies such 
extensive areas that the Seminoles rarely 
attempt to cross. The lower Glades are dot- 
ted with hammocks capable of cultivation 
in the dry season and affording sites for a 
few permanent camps. And the margins of 
the Everglades are fringed with plant asso- 
ciations as various as pinelands, prairies, 
and hammocks where cypress, maple, ash 
and elm can (or could) be found. 

The incredible fertility of the deep 
muck led to schemes for its utilization. It is 
too early to say clearly what the outcome 
is to be. Sugar is grown around the south 
shore of Lake Okeechobee from Canal 
Point on the east to Moore Haven on the 
west, and quantities of garden truck. 

Garden truck and some citrus cultivation 
has penetrated the eastern margin of the 
Everglades. Roland M. Harper, of the 
Florida Geological Survey, says: 

Possibly 2 percent of the 
Everglades are, and other saw-grass marsh- 
es, has been cultivated in recent years. But 
in wet seasons it is difficult to get rid of 
the water, and in dry seasons the drained 
peat sometimes catches on fire and the soil 


then goes up in smoke. 

Dr. John K. Small, of the New 
York Botanical Garden, who has studied 
and written about south Florida constantly 
for the last 26 years, looks upon the 
drainage advocates as a herd of wild asses 
in the wilderness. In the Scientific Monthly 
of January, 1929, he writes: 

Various minds have conceived 
various schemes for the development of 
the Everglades, or “devilopment” as inter- 
preted by some. Among these ideas 
“drainage” and “farming” have been 
prominent excuses for tampering with the 
Everglades, ravishing directly the “glades” 
and indirectly the whole of the southern 
part of the Florida Pennisula. 

Since the beginning of this centu- 
ry five water highways, preliminary to the 
dredging of drainage canals, have been 
added to the natural outlets for the enor- 
mous amount of water of this spring. The 
sudden upsetting of nature’s routine of 
ages did not better matters, to say the least. 
Droughts and “freezes” are said to be more 
frequent then formerly. Large areas of land 
between the Everglades and the ocean are 
said on good authority to have been ren- 
dered worthless for farming by seriously 
lowering the water table and eliminating 
the capillary water supply necessary for the 
existence of vegetation, particularly culti- 
vating plants. Thousands of acres of 
humus, deprived of the moisture naturally 
covering the rocky and sandy foundation 
of the Everglades, have completely disap- 
peared in smoke, gases and scant ashes, 
thus turning the Everglades back to a 
desert just as it was when it was first ele- 
vated from the sea. 

The Everglades are made for 
plants and animals to inhabit and delight 
in; not for man to occupy. This fact should 
have been evident to a mere tyro. 

Aside from any indirect devasta- 
tion caused by drainage, fire has destroyed 
the humus on many thousand acres. When 
once started in the dry humus, fire eats in 
and down, and burns until it reaches water 
or sand. Fires aerial and subterranean have 
eaten away many thousands of acres of 
pure humus in the Everglades during the 
past decade and the fires are still burning. 
The Everglades can safely be termed the 
“Land of Ten Thousand Smokes.” Would it 
not have been a better plan to have closed 
this land to “development” and had it 
appear on the maps of Florida as “Lake 
Okeechobee-Everglades National Park.” 

The Big Cypress Swamp 

West of the Everglades in Collier 
County lies the Big Cypress Swamp. No 
geographer, as far as I know, has attempted 
to indicate the precise limits of this region. 
It is the very essence of dreariness. Along 
the Tamiami Trail and beside the road 
which runs north from the town of 
Everglades is a fringe of truck gardens. 
Some cattle are grazed in its northern por- 
tion. Otherwise the Big Cypress is waste 
and water. A wilderness where Cypress 
heads, clumps of slash pine, and occasional 
high hammocks are the monotony of open 
prairies. The saw palmetto is abundant; soil 
is not. Limestone outcrops over much of 
the region. 

Most of the Big Cypress flooded 
in the wet season as to be impenetrable 
except to a man on foot or by ox team. The 
Indians shove their canoes along the east- 
ern margin when the water is high. In the 
driest part of the dry season the Cypress 
can be traversed in a Ford. 

That is, if one knows his cross- 
ings. For Okaloacoochee Slough traverses 
the Cypress from north and south, and 
Okaloacoochee is treacherous always. A 
bog 60 miles long. If the Big Cypress is 
desolation, Okaloacoochee is the depth of 
despair. Between Okaloacoobee and the 
Everglades the bulk of the Seminoles have 
their homes. 


Letters & E-mail 


Please send all letters to 6300 Stirling Road, Hollywood, FL 33024 
❖tribune@semtribe.com ❖ 



Dear Editor, 

I’m trying to find the Seminole 
word for flower. Can you help? Thanks. 
Kindest regards, 

David Halliwill 

davidhalliwill@gmail.com 

Dear Editor, 

I would like to visit your casino. 
Do you have a non-smoking section? 
Sincerely, 

w_ellen@bellsouth.net 

Dear w_ellen@bellsouth.net , 

The expanded poker area is a 
non-smoking area. 

Sincerely, 

Edward Jenkins 

Gaming Compliance Director 

Dear Editor, 

When we were planning the dedi- 
cation ceremony for the new Florida 
Disabled American Veterans Headquarters 
Building in Gainesville we were discussing 
a Color Guard that would best represent 
Florida’s veterans. Ultimately, the clear 
choice came down to asking the Seminole 
Veterans Color Guard to present the colors 
for that important ceremony. 

We contacted Steven Bowers at 
Tribal Headquarters who agreed to present 
our request to Chairman Mitchell Cypress. 
Chairman Cypress graciously approved the 
Color Guard’s trip to Gainesville. Color 
Guard members Paul Bowers, Charles 
Billie Hiers and Gary Mclnturff arrived in 
Gainesville on the afternoon of April 21, 
via the Tribe’s aircraft. That evening, they 
were guests of DAV National Commander 
Paul Jackson and Florida DAV 
Commander David Stone at a VIP dinner at 
the Gainesville County Club. 

Following dinner, National 


Commander 
Jackson pre- 
sented the 
Color Guard 
a plaque 
expressing 
DAV’s 
appreciation 
for their par- 
ticipation. 

On the fol- 
lowing 
morning, the 
Color Guard 
presented 
the flags of 
the U.S., the 
Seminole 

Tribe of Florida and the state of Florida at 
the gathering of 150 members of the DAV 
and DAV Auxiliary. The all-veteran Color 
Guard members were spectacular dressed 
in their modern Seminole warrior regalia. 

As they marched to the platform 
with the flags, the crowd came to its feet 
and were led in the Pledge of Allegiance 
by DAV State Commander Stone. Before 
retiring the Colors, the members of the 
Color Guard were introduced to the crowd 
and they received a standing ovation. 

The Seminole Veterans Color 
Guard has appeared at the opening session 
of the Florida Legislature in Tallahassee, at 
ceremonies of the U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs, and at Pow-Wows 
throughout the U.S. 

The Color Guard shows the world 
the Seminole Warrior’s spirit and commit- 
ment to defending America’s freedom. On 
behalf of the 1.3 million members of the 
DAV, we sincerely appreciate the Color 
Guard’s participation in our dedication cer- 
emony. They are superb ambassadors for 
the Seminole Tribe of Florida. 


Sincerely, 

Carlos Rainwater 

State Inspector 

Assistant Executive Director 

Disabled American Veterans 


Corrections 


In the April 28 issue of The 
Seminole Tribune the Missouri 
Volunteers were incorrectly referred to 
as Mississippi Volunteers in the article 
titled “Okeechobee Battlefield Saved 
for Future Generations.” Also, Guy 
LaBree’s “Thunder Before the Storm” 
painting was incorrectly referred to as 
the “Battle of Okeechobee” in the 
same story. 

In the article titled “Michelle 
Osceola and Virgil Motlow Exchange 
Vows” the maid of honor Davina 
Motlow was misidentified as Nina 
Motlow. 
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* Town Homes 

Continued from page 1 

buildings and added that 
charming upscale look for 
these old renovated town 
homes. 

Anthony Frank from 
the Human Resources 
Department said the opening 
prayer to those gathered 
under a spacious white tent 
with a dozen or so round 
tables filled with invited 
guests and friends of the 
Tribe. Guests lined up for a 
very nice buffet style lunch 
and a big celebration cake to 
get everyone in a celebration 
mood. After the lunch, invited 
speakers took turns address- 
ing the gathering from the 
podium. 

Housing Director, 

Troy Clay introduced the 
speakers, Chairman Mitchell 
Cypress said briefly he was 
proud of the good work completed and thanked 
Hollywood Council Representative Max B. Osceola, 
Jr. and Hollywood Board Representative Gloria 



Keith Samuels Felix DoBosz 


Before and after photos of the townhomes renovation. 



Felix DoBosz 


Hollywood Board Representative 
Gloria Wilson at the ceremony. 


Wilson for getting the project off the ground, devel- 
oped and finally completed. 

The Chairman also mentioned that the more 
revenue generated from the casinos, the more proper- 
ties the Tribe can expand upon to build more new 
housing for more of its citizens. 

Hollywood Council Representative, Max 
Osceola Jr. said: “This was a team effort from all the 
various departments of the Tribe.” 

He added that this place used to be nick- 
named “the ghetto,” and said those who used to live 
here used to feel they were misunderstood and not 


being taken care of. 

“I think this is the first step, and we have to 
have pride in what we have and with this renovation, 
it’s its something that any member of 
the Tribe can come to and it doesn’t 
stop with housing, it starts with 
housing and all the other programs 
working together,” Osceola said. 

“You know sticks and brick’s is a 
house, but people make it a home. So 
that’s what we want to do, have a 
place we can be proud of, and this is 
the start right here. I want to thank 
the Tribal Council, Mitchell and the 
other council members, for having 
the vision to expand our lands to pur- 
chase new lands to build new houses. 

Hollywood Board 
Representative, Gloria Wilson said: 
“It’s good to be here today, I have a 
little history with this place, I used to 
be with Housing, but also Mitchell 
and Max were on the housing author- 
ity board, we were a separate entity 
and we use to do a lot of things, but 
they had the vision to establish all of 
this. I remember when these units 
were first built. . .so I was really sur- 
prised when I walked in here today because I remem- 
ber the way they looked. Everybody’s contribution 
was important working towards a common goal of 

providing sound 
housing for our trib- 
al members.” 

Troy Clay 
said: “It’s an honor 
to be here today., 
The vision of the 
Tribe has been 
made very clear to 
me by Max and the 
other council repre- 
sentatives., Housing 
is a community pri- 
ority for the Tribe. I 
started as Housing 
Director February 
3rd, so this is like 
my three month 
anniversary., so I 
want to mention to the Chairman and Max and Tribal 
Council that I appreciate the job and so far it’s been 
very interesting and very busy. Hollywood alone, 
without mentioning the other reservations, is very 
demanding, very busy we have a lot of things we want 
to do here. I want to thank all of the housing staff that 
worked on this, the Utilities Department, and other 
departments, and as Max and the Chairman have 
already mentioned, but especially Pete Russ, Keith 
Samuels and Kathy Taggi who worked very hard to 
make all this happen.” 


President Receives Flag from National Guard 

Flag Once Flew Over Camp Phoenix in Afghanistan 


(Editor s Note: This is a reprint of a letter sent to the 
Florida National Guard from President Moses 
Osceola expressing his gratitude for the American 
flag presented to him by the Guard.) 


Master Sergeant Gene Meisenheimer 
3rd Platoon of 153rd Cav. Unit 
Florida National Guard 
Afghanistan 

Dear Gene, 

I want to thank you, the officers, 
NCOs, and the soldiers of the 53rd 
Infantry Brigade for giving me the flag 
that was flown over Camp Phoenix in 
Afghanistan, in honor of the Seminole 
Tribe. 

It is an honor to receive this flag 
and am displaying it proudly in my office 
for all to see and to be reminded daily of 
the personal sacrifices and hardships that 
all our American men and women experi- 
ence in order to protect the world from the 
enemies of freedom and God! Please know 
that you and your men are in our prayers 
daily; we thank God for your safety. 

Please tell your fellow soldiers 
that we appreciate all their efforts on 
behalf of their country, and if there is any- 
thing we can do, or send, please do not 
hesitate to let us know. 

Until next time, may God bless 
you and your men, keep you safe and 
bring you home! 


Sincerely, 

Moses Osceola, President 

Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc. 







The police know your rights - do you? 
Call my office for a free consultation 

Richard Castillo 

954 - 522-3500 

24 HOURS A DAY 

For fifteen years i have protected rights 

LIKE YOURS. MY OFFICE DEFENDS DUl’S, DRUG 
OFFENSES, SUSPENDED LICENSE, DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE, AND ALL FELONIES AND MISDEMEANORS. 

The hiring of an attorney is an important decision that should not be based solely 
upon advertisement. Richard Castillo worked as a Public Defender in Broward 
County from 1990-1996 and has been in private practice for nine years. 

In 1995 he was voted the Trial Attorney of the year He graduated from 
Capital University in 1989 and was admitted to the Florida Bar in 1990, 

Federal Bar in 1992, and the Federal Trial Bar in 1994. 



"The Buying Place". . . 

Experience Native American culture and 
explore luxurious Seminole retail 
providing one of a kind 
authentic Native American art work. 

We are open 
7 days a week 
Sundays - Saturdays 
10:00 am -1 2:00 am 

Located at the 

Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino 
on the Casino floor. 

1 Seminole Way 
Hollywood, FL 33314 
( 954 ) 797-5550 
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Wild life 
schedule 


Cooking, woodwork, basket 
weaving and doUmaking are 
demonstrated. 


Experience up close Florida 
Panthers, Macaws, Alligators, 
Fox, Racoons and River Otters 


Seminole Arts & Crafts: 
lewelry, clothing, woodwork 
and Seminole baskets 8, dolls 




Located at the Seminole Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino inside the 
Seminole Paradise 


5716 Seminole Way 
Hollywood, FL 33314 
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From the HR Corner: Recruitment in 
Albuquerque was a Huge Success 


By Glen Altman, Recruiter, Human Resources 

ALBUQUERQUE, NM — From April 
26-29, Angel A. Torres, recruitment & Native 
American employment manager, and I took a recruit- 
ing trip to Albuquerque, N.M. The purpose of the trip 
was to attend the 
2006 Indian 
Education Teacher 
Job Fair that was 
being sponsored by 
the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs’ Educational 
Employment Board. 

We were 

going there to recruit 
Native American 
teachers and other 
educational profes- 
sionals to work at 
Ahfachkee. 

At the time 
we were making our 
plans to attend the job 
fair, we found out 
about the Gathering 
of Nations Pow- 
wow, this event was 
being held in 
Albuquerque the two 
days following the job fair so the decision was made 
to be an exhibitor also at the gathering. 

At the job fair, we were one of 53 Indian 
schools represented from all across the country. We 
spoke with more than 1 00 individuals and shared 
information with them about the Seminole Tribe, 
Ahfachkee School and Florida in general. 

We collected resumes and application forms 
from many interested individuals. The overall 
response was very positive from Native American 
teachers who otherwise might not have been aware of 
Ahfachkee. 

The two days following the job fair brought 
us to the Gathering of Nations. We had our newly 
updated recruiting booth set up in the vendor/exhibitor 


tent outside “The Pit” on the University of New 
Mexico campus. 

The gathering was a huge event with thou- 
sands of people in attendance and hundreds of vendors 
and exhibitors. Our booth was busy virtually the entire 

time as people came 
by to learn about the 
employment possibili- 
ties with the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida. We 
also had a few 
Seminole dignitaries 
visit our booth; 
Chairman Mitchell 
Cypress, Immokalee 
Liaison Ralph 
Sanchez and Ft. 

Pierce Liaison Sally 
Tommie among them. 

We were the 
only exhibitor repre- 
senting a Tribe for 
employment purposes 
and I was told there 
was quite a buzz 
about us being there 
to recruit. Even 
though the people in 
attendance were not at 
the gathering to look for a job, we handed out several 
employment applications and collected a few complet- 
ed forms back. We also continually directed people to 
www.seminoletribe.com to view our employment pos- 
sibilities. 

Our promotional giveaway items proved to 
be very popular with children and adults. We estimate 
that there were 500 people walking around wearing 
wrist bands showing the Seminole colors by the end of 
the first day. 

By the end of the Pow Wow, we’d had the 
opportunity to share Seminole Tribal and employment 
information with more than 1 ,000 citizens representing 
Native American communities from around the coun- 
try. 



Submitted by Human Resources 


Angel Torres (far left) and Glen Altman (far right) at the 
Semin ole recruiting booth. 


* Chairmen 

Continued from page 1 

website, “In 1959 13 men joined together to form the 
Strategic Army Corps Sport Parachute Team, to com- 
pete in the then communist dominated sport of skydiv- 
ing. The team performed so well that on June 1, 1961 
the Army officially recognized, designated and activat- 
ed the team as the U.S. Army Parachute Team. These 
teams tour the world competing in parachuting compe- 
titions. Their record stands at 415 national champions, 
65 world champions, and 14 national and six world 
team titles in formation skydiving. The team claims 
the only six-time world champion parachutist in for- 
mation skydiving and two three-time national champi- 
ons in style and accuracy 
parachuting. They are the 
most-winning Department 
of Defense sports team 
and the most- winning 
parachute team in the 
world.” 

After the Knights 
landed they wrapped up 
their chutes and equipment 
to line-up to a military 
attention posture for the 
ceremonial Baton presen- 
tation. On behalf of the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida, 

Chairman Mitchell 
Cypress was presented 
with the great honor of 
receiving the Wooden 
Baton Award from the 
Golden Knights as he 
accompanied the com- 
manding officer inspecting 
the assembled members of 
the team. 

Later that evening 
before the Blues Brothers 
concert got underway at 
the Hard Rock Live, The 
U.S. Army Golden Knights 
were introduced to the appreciative audience along 
with U.S. Navy Blue Angels and the Canadian Forces 
Snowbirds, with Chairman Mitchell Cypress starting it 
off to warm heartfelt applause. 

The legendary Tuskegee Airmen were also 
honored and included in the Fleet Week event festivi- 
ties. 

One of their many websites, redtail.org, 
explains that; “The Tuskegee Airmen were the first 
African Americans to be trained as WWII Military 
pilots in the U.S. Army Air Corps. This was a time 
when being black was more of a crime then being the 
enemy. Never in our nations’ history has the idea of 


enemy lines been so blurred or has patriotism been so 
clearly defined. The Tuskegee Airmen challenged 
America’s racist attitudes with the willingness to give 
their lives to a country not willing to serve them. 445 
fighter pilots and their crews entered combat in 
Europe, the Mediterranean and North Africa. The 
Tuskegee Airmen were forced to operate as segregated 
units and not allowed to train or fight alongside their 
white fellow countrymen. To identify themselves they 
painted the tails of their aircraft red, thus becoming 
the ‘Red Tails.’ The Tuskegee Airmen ‘Red Tails’ car- 
ried their hopes and dreams of equality for themselves 
and their thirteen million African American country- 
men into battle. Initially shunned, due to their color, 
the Red Tails superior performance rapidly became 
legendary and they soon became the requested white 

bomber pilots fighter 
escorts. Flying over 
15,000 sorties in 1500 
plus missions they com- 
piled an outstanding com- 
bat record. As bomber 
escorts, the Tuskegee 
Airmen never lost a 
bomber to enemy fighters; 
a record no other fighter 
group achieved. Sixty six 
gave their lives in combat 
and 32 were captured as 
prisoners of war. They 
were recognized by 
receiving over 850 medals 
including the Presidential 
Unit Citation, the highest 
award that can be given a 
military unit.” 

Chairman 

Cypress greeted a few of 
the Tuskegee Airmen 
gathered at the special pri- 
vate party set-up next to 
the outdoor patio set aside 
by the Tequila Ranch 
restaurant at the Seminole 
Paradise. The chairman 
shook hands with the 
brave surviving Airmen of WWII, signed autographs 
and posed for photos while thanking them for their 
glorified service to our country. 

P-5 1C was one of the combat airplanes used 
to defeat the enemy in WWII, There are only two of 
these planes left. The Red Tail Project is looking to 
raise at least $2 million dollars for the restoration of 
the P-5 1C plane, and fund a traveling museum to edu- 
cate all the people in our country about the hardships 
overcome and the significant contributions made by 
these brave men known forever as the Tuskegee 
Airmen. 
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The Golden Knights land in Paradise. 
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SUPPLIES 


Mon & Tue 10am-6pm 
Wed & Thur 10am-8pm 
Fri 1Qam-6pm 
Sat 10am-5pm 
Sun 10am-6pm 

8731 Stirling Road 
Cooper City, PL 
954-31 8-6850 
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Board Rep Hosts Hunting Safety Course 


By Emma Brown 

BRIGHTON — The 

Brighton Board Representative 
Johnny Jones hosted a hunter’s safety 
course in Brighton on the weekend 
of April 30. The course was two full 
days that consisted of one day in the 
classroom and one day on the range. 
Alex Johns, assistant natural resource 
director, organized the weekend and 
assisted the instructors by teaching 
the archery portion of the class. 

This particular class is 
appropriate for beginning to 
advanced hunters who are wishing to 
obtain a hunting license or simply 
wishing to update and expand on 
their current hunting laws and 
knowledge. The first is the classroom 
portion of the course that teaches 
hunters about: hunting ethics, 
firearms and marksmanship, modem 
ammunition, safety and proper gun 
handling, wildlife identification, 
wildlife conservation and manage- 
ment, survival and first aid, black 



Emma Brown 


Garret Madrigal takes aim with a .22 rifle. 



Emma Brown 


James Tommie carefully studies the target. 


powder firearms, and bow hunting safety. 

The most important lesson taught during this 
course is how to be an ethical hunter. Ethics is one of 
the most respected characteristics that a hunter can 
possess; it is what preserves the hunter’s opportunity 
to hunt. Ethics is what generally governs the behavior 
that affects public opinion of hunters, and by being an 
ethical hunter you ensure that hunters are welcome 
and hunting areas stay open. 

This course emphasized that the largest group 
of the nation’s population are non-hunters and by 
being an ethical hunter you prevent non-hunters from 
becoming anti-hunters. Many hunters do not know the 
definition of ethics therefore do not practice being eth- 
ical hunters. At the end of the classroom portion of the 
course each student takes a 100 question test and must 
score 80 percent or higher to pass the class. 


The second day gets students out of the 
classroom and onto the range to practice what they 
have learned. Students practiced their archery, rifle, 
and shotgun skills by carefully demonstrating their 
knowledge on loading, unloading, aiming, and most 
importantly always keeping their muzzle pointed in a 
safe direction! 

Students leave this course with a real under- 
standing of how important safe and ethical hunting is. 
This course is recommended to every hunter as a 
means of expanding current knowledge and as a 
means to keep students up to date on current hunting 
laws. 

If you have any questions about this or any 
other course please contact the Brighton Cattle and 
Range department at (863) 763-5020. 
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Billy Joe Johns prepares the muzzle loader. 


Even 
a fislf 


wouldn’t 
get 
caught 
if it 
kept 
it’s 
mouth 
shut 



Protect yourself from 
making a mista ke 
Practice tfiese simple phrases! 

“No, you can’t search my car.” 

“No, you can’t search my home.” 
“No, I don’t want to talk with you.” 
“Call my lawyer!” 

Call Guy Seligman 

954 - 760-7600 

24 hours a day 


The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision tbal should not be based solely upon advertisement. Guy J. Seligman worked as a Certified Legal Intern In both the 
State Attorney and Public Defenders offices in Dade and Broward County; he has been in private practice for 16 years. He graduated Irom Nova Southeastern Uni- 
versity Law School in 1967. and was admitted to the Florida Bar in 1 988. 
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Helpful Information When 
Considering, Buying Generators 


By Hiram J. “HJ” Frank, Founder and Co-owner, 
Personalized Power Systems, Inc. 

[Editor s Note: Hiram J. “HJ” Frank is the co-owner 
and president of Boca Raton-based Personalized 
Power Systems, Inc. (PPS). The company sells, installs 
and maintains automatic standby generator systems 
that power entire homes and small businesses in 
Miami-Dade, Broward and Palm Beach counties. It is 
the largest dealer of these systems in the country and 
has completed more than 1, 000 installations in South 
Florida since its inception in 1998. Additional infor- 
mation on PPS and its automatic standby generators 
for residences and small businesses is available at 
www.generatortogo.com or by calling (561) 391-8190, 
or toll-free at 1-866-221-8100.] 

With the hurricane season set to start on June 
1 and experts predicting another slew of storms as 
well as more prolonged power outages for South 
Florida, local home and business owners are now 
deciding to make the investment in back-up emer- 
gency power. 

However, with so many options for genera- 
tors of different sizes, types and capabilities, they are 
finding it difficult to research and select the best gen- 
erator for their individual needs and budget. 

There are two basic types of generators that 
represent viable options for most home and business 
owners: portable gas-powered models and fixed auto- 
matic standby systems that run entire homes or busi- 
nesses. Here’s a helpful overview and comparison: 

Portable Generators 

Portables gas-powered units are the most 
common and widely available generators on the mar- 
ket. These small crank-and-pull or push-button igni- 
tion units are found at most home and hardware stores, 
and they do a fantastic job operating the bare necessi- 
ties such as a refrigerator and a few lights and fans. 

However, it is critically important for these 
generators to be operated safely and properly in order 
to avoid some very severe hazards. Since they emit 
harmful carbon monoxide, the portable generators 
should never be used indoors or in partially enclosed 
spaces. 

In addition, all appliances must be connected 
directly to the generator using heavy-duty extension 
cords, and the generator should be turned off and 
allowed to cool prior to refueling. They require fre- 
quent refueling and access to gasoline, which has 


proven to be difficult during prolonged power outages, 
and are generally about as loud as a standard lawn- 
mower. 

The smallest portable gas generators are 
under 1 ,000 watts and cost approximately $400, and 
the largest commercial-grade units generate 15,000 
watts and cost roughly $2,500. The most popular mod- 
els offer about 5,000 watts and cost from $600-$800. 

Automatic Standby Generators 

An option that has become very popular in 
South Florida since the storms of 2004, automatic 
standby generator systems are fixed, permanently 
installed units that power an entire home or business 
continuously through extended outages. 

The smallest of these systems produces 
16,000 watts, which makes it capable of powering a 
small home or business with a single central air condi- 
tioner of up to five tons along with a standard water 
heater, refrigerator and up to eight lighting circuits for 
rooms. Homes or businesses with larger or multiple air 
conditioners will require either the 25,000 or 45,000 
watt models. 

Unlike the portables, these systems run on 
natural gas from a connection to local lines or propane 
from a 500-gallon tank buried underground, which 
offers a continuous run-time of approximately four to 
eight days depending on the model. Compared with 
the portables, they are rather quiet and sound very 
similar to an idling car, and because they engage auto- 
matically and have very low emissions, they are much 
safer to operate. 

The costs for these systems range from 
approximately $16,500 for the 16 kilowatt model to 
$30,000 for the 45 kilowatt unit, including all of the 
necessary installation and permitting. The standby 
generators must be connected directly to a home’s 
electrical panel and circuits by using an automatic 
transfer switch, and it is important to work with 
licensed professionals who are familiar with all of the 
applicable local building codes. 

Both the portable and automatic standby gen- 
erators are definitely in high demand in South Florida 
in anticipation of this year’s hurricane season. 
Individuals who are considering a purchase should 
take the time to closely compare their options and 
weigh the benefits, as it has become apparent that 
extended post-hurricane power outages are going to be 
an inevitable reality in the sunshine state. 


2006 Sales Tax Holiday for 
Hurricane Preparedness 

May 21 through June 1, 2006 

For the period beginning 12:01 a.m ., May 21, 2006, and ending at midnight, 
June 1, 2006, the 2006 Florida Legislature enacted and the Governor 
approved a tax-free period directing that: No sales tax shall be collected 
on specific items related to hurricane preparedness. The specific items 
must be in the price ranges specified on the list below. 

List of tax-exempt items 

The following is a list of the specified items that will be tax free. If the sales price of a qualifying 
item exceeds the allowable threshold amount, the tax exemption will not apply and the total 
purchase price is subject to tax. 



Qualifying items selling for $10 or less: 

* Blue ice or those items sold as artificial ice 
Qualifying items selling for $20 or less: 

* Any portable self-powered light source 

* Battery-powered flashlights 

* Battery-powered lanterns 

* Gas-powered lanterns {including propane, 
kerosene, lamp oil, or similar fuel) 

* Tiki type torches 

* Candles 

Qualifying items selling for $25 or less: 

* Any gas or diesel fuel container (including 
LP gas containers and kerosene containers) 

Qualifying items selling for $30 or less: 

* Batteries, including rechargeable (listed 
sizes only) 

■ AAA-cell 
s AA-cell 

■ C-cetl 

■ D-cell 

i 6- volt (excl ud i ng automobile and boat 
batteries) 

« 9-volt (excluding automobile and boat 
batteries) 

* Coolers (food-storage; non-electrical) 

* Ice chests (food- storage; non-electrical) 

Qualifying items selling for $40 or less: 

* Any cell phone charger 

Qualifying items selling for $50 or less; 

■ Radios (self-powered or battery-powered) 

* Two-way radios (self-powered or battery- 
powered) 

* Weather band radios (self-powered or 
battery-powered) 


* Tarpaulins (farps) 

• Visqueen, plastic sheeting, plastic drop 
cloths, and other flexible waterproof 
sheeting 

* Ground anchor systems 

* Tie-down kits (items that are advertised or 
normally sold as a tie-down or anchoring 
kit) 

* Bungee cords 

• Ratchet straps 

Qualifying items selling for $60 or less: 

* Any cell phone batteries 
Qualifying items selling for $75 or less: 

• Any carbon monoxide detectors 

* Any package consisting of two or more of 
the previously listed qualifying hurricane- 
preparedness items sold for $75 or less will 
qualify for the exemption. 

• Any package consisting of one or 
more of the previously listed hurricane- 
preparedness items and at least one other 
item that is otherwise tax-exempt and the 
package is sold for $75 or less will qualify 
for the exemption.. 

Qualifying items selling for $200 or less: 

• Storm shutter devices (defined as materials 
and products specifically manufactured, 
rated, and marketed for the purpose of 
preventing window damage from storms) 

Qualifying items selling for $1,000 or 
less: 

• Portable generators that will be used 
to provide light, communications, or to 
preserve perishable food in the evert of a 
power outage, 


Criminal Defense 



— ♦ — 

DUI 

VOP 

Felony & Misdemeanor 
Domestic Violence 
Family Law 
Child Support 
Traffic Tickets 


606 West Sugarland Hwy. 
Clewiston, Florida 

♦ 


The Law Office of 

Joseph “Jody” M. Hendry, II 

863-983-LAWS (5297) 


AUTO ACCIDENT PAIN!!! 

Dr. Rush Can Help You 
Successfully Treat... 

• Neck Pain 

• Lower Back Pain 

• Headaches |f 

• Leg & Arm Pain ^ 

• Joint Pain 

• Muscle Plain 


We accept your insurance plan, FPO's, 
POS, Medicare, Auto Insurance. 



y BE E spinal EXm 

1 St CONSULTATION * 
TO ALL TRIBAL CITIZENS 
AND EMPLOYEES 

^ ($150 Value) 


Let Dr. Rush Help You! 

Dr. Brian C. Rush 
Chiropractic Physician 
10830 Pines Blvd. • Pembroke Pines 
(954) 432-5006 

(Located next to Rally's Gym in the Bahama Breeze plaza.) 


THE PATIENT AND ANY OTHER PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR PAYMENT HAS A RIGHT TO REFUSE TO PAY, CANCa PAYMENT. OR EE REIMRURSED FDR RAYMENT FOR ANY OTHER SERVICE, EXAMINATION, 

OR TREATMENT THAT IS PERFORMED AS A RESULT OF ANO WITHIN 72 HOURSOF RESPONDING TO THE ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE FREE. DISCOUNTED FEE. OR REDUCED FEE SERVICE. EXAMINATION, OR TREATMENT 



The Seminole Tribe of Florida’s Family Serv ices 
Department welcomes back 
The Summer Youth Work Experience 
and Internship Program! 

DATES: Monday June 5 through Friday August 4. 

This two-month program is designed to provide paid Internships and Work 
Experience for High School and College Seminole (and other Native American) Students 
to work w ithin the Seminole Tribe of Florida, gaining meaningful employment 
experience and knowledge of the w orkings of the Seminole Tribe of Florida, 

The program provides for llexible scheduling, competitive wages, and a variety of 
employment opportunities! Seminars will be held during the Summer Work Program 
calendar on professionalism, resume building, and successful interviewing. 

Applications can be found at the Tribal Headquarters Office in Human Resources, 
any Education Department office, and the Family Services Department offices. 
Application deadline is May 22. For any questions on the application, please call (954) 

965-1300, Ext. 175. 

Sponsored through the Family Services Department’s Adult Vocational Programs. Please 
return all applications to Jasmine Porter. Adult Vocational Administrator, Family 
Services Department, 3006 Josie Billie Ave., Hollywood, FL 33024, (954) 965-1300, 

Ext. 175, 



at the Seminole Okalee Indian Village 


May 13 - 14, 2006 
June 10-11, 2006 




ir-Wi 


Saturday 12:00pm - 6:00pm 
Sunday 12:00pm - 6:00pm 

Seminole Arts & Craft for Sale ' 
Sample Authentic Seminole Food 

Village Admission $8 

Vendor Space Available 

Located in the Seminole Paradise at the 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino 
5718 Seminole Way, Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33314 
For More Information 954.797.5437 

Other Food and Refreshments on Sale 



PARADISE 



SEMINOLE 

OKALE.C. JNPfAK VILLAGE 
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Annual Big Cypress Watermelon Festival & Car Show 



Susan Etxebarria 



Susan Etxebarria 







Ray Bluebird shows his stuff in the watermelon seed spitting competi- 
tion. 


Expedition with Miami Hurricanes logo. 


Kyle Baker with show bike. 


Sonja Buck 


By Susan Etxebarria 

BIG CYPRESS — By noon, Big Cypress’s DARE School 
Resource Officer was thoroughly soaked as frolicking kids had the 
opportunity to get the last laugh at the Watermelon Festival and Car 
Show on May 5. 

Officer Michele Short was the first SPD officer to climb up 
and sit down on the collapsible seat of the dunk tank sponsored by 
the police department. 

“I’ve been dunked 30 times. They love it,” said Short with a 

big grin. 

SPD seemed to know it would be a devilish delight for the 
kids to dunk a police officer. Their humorous booth made a lot of 
friends. The officers who got dunked probably didn’t know how 
refreshing that dunk in a cool bath of water would feel while others 
working or walking or competing on the Festival field were sweating 
under the humid 90 degree sun. 

You have to admire Janice Osceola of Seminole 
Broadcasting. This perky lady dragged her TV cameras all over the 
place and never complained about the heat. Contests started at noon 
and went on all day long. 

She was laughing along with others over some of the antics 
of the kids spitting watermelon seeds. She had also set up the 
Seminole Broadcasting booth-a free raffle for kids-and manned it 
when she could and got family and others to help out while she 
filmed. Janice has stamina. You almost have to be an athlete to work 
a camera. 

Family Services had a kid-pleaser booth with a tabletop 
racetrack with little sporty cars that zoomed down the figure-eight 
racetrack. Two youngsters could take hold of the controls and race 
the cars. Winners got the prizes. 

It was such a big hit with the kids the Family Services booth 
almost ran out of prizes. But mid-afternoon their booth was shut 
down by a power failure - and so they had to fold up and go. 

There was a run on snow-cones at the 4-H booth operated by 
Candi Mancil, Big Cypress 4-H coordinator. It was so hot even peo- 
ple that don’t like syrupy snow-cones were asking for refreshing ice 
chips, with no syrup. Candi did her part to keep everyone refreshed. 

Community Care for the Elderly (CCE) offered a cool down 
for kids at their water dodgeball game booth where, one at a time, 
kids got to throw a wet spongeball at one of the staff. If they hit their 
moving target they were awarded a misting water fan. 

The Wellness booth offered a learning game that taught kids 
how to be safe and still have fun in the sun. Their goal was to teach 
kids how and why they should protect their skin. They gave out sun 
visors and suntan lotion and other healthy gifts. 

There were many wonderful booths. The watermelon theme 
prevailed. It seems that every department is just getting more creative 
and ingenious because at every community festival new games get 
dreamed up. Big Cypress Recreation, the various departments, and 
the Council’s Office, showed their teamwork and their creativity once 
again. 

If you missed it, you missed out. More was going on in that 
small field than a three-ring circus. It was a true festival with some- 
thing for everyone. 

For car and truck lovers there was a show of many cus- 
tomized truck, motorcycles. These shining glories of steel and metal 

sat proud in the sun competing for fantastic trophies and prizes. Some 
were better than others, but all looked good. 

Augustine Gonzalez, an entry from Immokalee was putting a deep 
shine on his black Chrysler 300 at 1 p.m. It was like a mirror. 

Horseshoes were played all day under the canopy of a large tent 
where 10 lanes were set up for the players in both Women’s and Men’s com- 
petition. The bleachers were full of onlookers and so were the tables at each 
end of the lanes. 

Cecilia Solana, the senior center coordinator, loves playing horse- 
shoes. She said it is always one of the more popular games at Big Cypress 
festivals and she said tent or not tent they would all play in the hot sun if they 
had to. 

The outdoor kitchen was set up like a self-serve restaurant with seat- 
ing under another canopy. And, all the food. . . Perfectly grilled chicken, juicy 
hamburgers with all the trimmings, long fat hot dogs and of course cold 
watermelon kept everyone in good spirits. 

Probably the most popular place in the entire festival for all the kids 
was the wettest place to be. Celebration Source of Hollywood once again 
brought to the Tribe their phenomenal children’s giant plastic playground. 

What could have been more fun than getting soaked walking through the car 
wash or sliding down the grand rapids water slide? 

Kids were waiting in line to get into the fort called water tag where 
they were outfitted with play ammo jackets and big water guns. They entered the fort 
and would hide behind the “bunkers’ to surprise and then shoot water at each other. 

In the center of the festival grounds the outrageous, hilarious and messy water- 
melon contests were started at noon. There was the seed spitting contest, followed by the 
watermelon eating contest, the watermelon toss and the family melon pass taking place 
throughout the entire day. 

Stan Frischman did an excellent job as the emcee and games director. 

The recreation department deserves credit for producing this successful and 
timely event at the height of the watermelon season for the Big Cypress community. 
Parked trucks and cars spilled out of the parking area and were lined up and down the 
reservation road. It was a fantastic day for families and friends. 


Sonja Buck 


SPD’s brave officer Michele Short tries to stay dry atop the dunk tank. 


Susan Etxebarria 


The youngsters enjoyed a friendly game of water tag. 


All blue expedition is a contender in the car show. 
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Jasmine Torres takes aim. 


Sonja Buck 

Romeo gets seeds from grandma Mary. 


Seminole Pride 


Sonja Buck 
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Car show entries in various categories lined up and ready to be judged. 


Watermelon Festival & Car Show Results 


Submitted by BC Recreation 

Seed Spitting Contest: Ages 9-12: 1. Tyler Cypress, 2. Crystal 
Garcia, 3. Adrienne Garcia; Ages 13-17: 1. Greg Carter, 2. Deforest 
Carter, 3. Antonio Matos; Ages 18-54: 1. Bronson Hill, 2. Charley 
Cypress, 3. Jadrien Antuna; Ages 55 and Older: 1. Mary Tigertail, 2. 
Nicholas DeSantiago, 3. Teresa Jumper. 

Watermelon Eating Contest: Ages 3-5: 1, Romeo Garcia, 2. 
Dyra Koenes, 3. Jared Mclnturff; Ages 6-8: 1. Dalton Koenes, 2. 
Michaela Cypress, 3. Chaska Onko; Ages 9-12: 1. Eric Rodriguez, 2. 
Crystal Garcia, 3. Fariah Balentine; Ages 13-17: 2. Iris Feon, 3. 
Antonio Matos, 4. Gregory Carter; Ages 18-54: 2. Nick Andrews, 3. 
Danny Castro, 4. Dalia Molina; Ages 55 and Older: 1. Mitchell 
Cypress, 2. Theresa Jumper, 3. Mary Tigertail. 

Horseshoes: Men’s Singles: 1. Philip Bluebird, 2. Bronson 
Hill, 3. James Willis; Women’s Singles: 1. Almira Billie, 2. Myra 
Jumper, 3. Annie Jumper; Senior Women’s Singles: 1. Cornelia 
Osceola, 2. Mary Tigertail, 3. Peggy Bluebird. 

Greased Watermelon Toss: Ages 3-18: 1. Deforest Carter and 
Kory Sanders. 

Custom Car: 2. Sonny Billie, 3. Vanessa Aguilar; Indian Car: 

1. Sonny Billie; Custom Truck: 1. Ronnie Billie Sr., 2. Almira Billie, 3. 
Pete Aguilar; Custom SUV: 1. Sherry Jumper, 2. Brian Osceola, 3. Toi 
and Nick Andrews; 4X4: 2. Connie Williams, 3. Jesse Jimmie; Classic 
Car and Truck: 1. Ronnie Billie Sr.; Custom Bike: 1. Pete Aguilar Jr., 

2. Ronnie Billie Sr., 3. Ronnie Billie Sr.; Custom Bicycle: 1. Kyle 
Baker, 2. Roger Villereal, 3. Jack Aguilar and Ezekiel Roberts. 



Sonja Buck 

The chairman took first place in the watermelon 
eating contest 55 and older division. 
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esprte Hurricane Season 2005 most o? us have 
never experienced the Total devastation a humcane 
can cause Bete-w are seme d The majcc hurricane 
hazards Thai can threaten you. 

Wind 

Hurricanes are categorized by sustained winds 
of 74 mph to 200 nsph Hurricane force winds can sever 
power nod communication ikies, Wirrds in excess d 45 
mph begin so damage traffic signals and topple irees 
Residents living on ttie upper floors of hgh-nse condos 
may expeoence much higher wind speeds Roofs are 
damaged and windows are hit by flying projectiles 
Mobile and manufactured homes generally experience 
greater damage and residents should evacuate, 

Tornados 

Tornados may form in me rain bands of a Hurri- 
cane and cause significant damage. These tornados 
are not as intense as those in she Midwest tornado 
belt, bul they can inflid fremendous damage with little 
or no warning. 

Storm Surge 

Storm surge i$ a dome ol wafer trial moves 
eslwe near The hurricane eyewal ll has the potential 
to be a major killer il evacuation is inadequate As 
The storm maxes landfall, Tide revels ol 4 to 25 fees 
may occur ateny ihe coastel areas and major rivers 
of South Florida Damage amounts depend on the 
hurricane's intensity, size and ns direction of movement. 
Storm su/ge causes salt water flooding which cripples 
communications causes serwera and storm water 
basins to back uo and contaminates drinking water 
supplies, 

Heavy Rain 

Over the past 38 years fresh wafer flooding 


has caused more drowning deaths than storm surge 
flooding Torrential rains associated with slow moving 
or stationary tropical weather systems can produce 
more Eh a-. 40 inches of rain over a two-day Time period 
In addition to flowing residences and businesses, 
heavy ram can ha^-e a disastrous effect on agriculture 
interests by drowning crops and increasing the 
prababnty of disease and pesl Infestations im surviving 
crops. Insects, dead animate and sewage polluted 
wafer can create massive heallh problems 

How will r know when a hurricane or tropical storm 
poses a Threat To South Florida? 

Emergency Management personnel closely 
monitor tropical weather and are in frequent contact 
with tee National Hurricane Center The media provides 
frequent updates on trie storm, as we^i as emergency 
protective actions recommended by the Emergency 
Operations Center. As a humcane -or tropical storm 
moves closer to South Florida. Emergency Operations 
Centers will be activated The National Weather Ser 
vice also broadcasts continually over NOM Weafher 
Check with your local Emergency Management 
Office far the frequency thas. serves your area. Ba!te*y 
back-up. a- ami activated NOAAWfeaiher Radios am 
inexpensive and can be purchased local y NQAA 
Weather Broadcasls are invaluable sources of 'Teal- 
lime” information during severe weather conditions. 

When a HURRICANE WATCH is issued for your 
pal ol me coast this indicates ton possibility that you 
could experience hurricane conditions within 36 hours 

When a HURRICANE WARNING Is issued For 
your pari of the coasl this indicates trial sustained 
winds ol at least 74 mph are expected within 24 hours 


Taking Action Is As Easy As 1-2-3 

Before Hurricane Sea con Starts 

Assemble your Disaster Supply Kit. 

These items are often scattered around your home and simply need to be brought Together 
into ow tocation 

Write out your Family Disaster Plan. 

Discuss the possible hazards wilh your fam-iy Determine if you are in an evacuation area 
Identify an ourioritown family contact 

When .1 Hurricane Watch is issued 

Check your Disaster Supply Krt- 

Make sure nnlhing is missing Determine iff there is anything you need So supplement your 
M Replenish your water 

Activate your Family Disaster Plan, 

Protective measures should be initiated, especially Those aelions trial requtre extra time (for 
example. securing 3 boas or leaving a barrier island) 

When a Hurricane War mug is issued 

Ready your Disaster Supply Kit for usd. 

If you need to evacuate, you should bring your Supply Kit with you 

Use your Family Disaster Plan. 

Your family should be in the process of ocfnptetir>g protect ve actions and dead ng tae salesi 

'ocation to be during the storm 


Important Contact Information 


In case of emergency, please call 911 

NON -Emergency 

Berr.incte Police Department Numbers 
Hollywood - 954-967-B900 
Tampa - 313.625-3626 
ELg Cypress- 063-38-3-2285 
Brighton ■ 863-763-5731 
Immokatee - 228-657-6956 
Ft Pierce ■ 772468-1990 


Department of E mergency Services 
863-9SM159 

Divis c!i of Emergency Management 
B6&933-1996 

Emergency Operation Center 
954-9624238 

Rumor Control Number 
1400-617-7514 


When Is Hurricane Season? 

June i - November 30 

WhaUs A Hurricane? 

hurricane is a tropical cyclone, which generally 
terms in the tropics and is accompanied by 
liiundef storms and a counterclockwise Drcuialion of 
winds Tropical cyclones are classified as tallows: 

TROPICAL DEPRESSION 

An organized system ol clouds and thunder- 
storms with a defined surface dictation and maximum 
sustained winds of 38 mph oc less. 

TROPICAL STORM 

An organized system of strong Thunderstorms 
wilh a defined surface circutebun and maximum 
sustmned winds of 3973 mph 

HURRICANE 

An intense tropical wealrier system ol strong 
Thunderstorms wilh a well-defined surface circulaltofi 
and maximum sustained winds of 74 mph o: hsghe*. 

SaflirSimjisori Hurricane Scale 

he Saffir-Smipson Humcane Scafe js a 1 -5 rating 
based on the hurricane's present Intensity This 
is used 1o give an estimate of Ihe potential property 
damage and flooding expected along toe coast from 
a humcane landfall Wtnd speed is tag determining 
factor in Ihe scale as storm surge values are highly 
dependent on The slope Of Ihe continental shelf and 
The shape of The coastline, in the landfalR region. 

Category 1 - Winds 7445 mph 

Damage primarily 1o shrubbery, trees 
and unanchored mobile homes No real 
damage to other structures- Some damage 
to poorly ^eofisfrocted signs. 


Category 2 - Winds 96419 mph 

Considerable damage to shrubbery 
and i ree tel age: some irees btewn down 
Ma : or damage to exposee mobi&e homes. 
Extensive damage to poorly conslructed 
signs, some damage *g roofing materials 
of buildings; and some window and door 
damage. 

Category 3 - Winds 111-130 mph 

Fohage tom from frees: large trees 
Mown down Practically all pODrly-cOrtstruC^cd 
signs blown down, some damage to roofing 
material of buildings: some Window and door 
damage, and some structural damage to 
small Bunding*, *.1obile homes destroyed 

Category 4 - Winds 131-155 mph 

Shrubs a^rf frees blown down, all 
signs down Extensive damage to rooting 
materials, windows ami doors, complete 
failure Of roofs on many small residences: 
complete destruction of mobile homes 

Category 5 - Winds 155 + mph 

Shrubs urn! trees blown down; 
considerable damage to roofs of buddings: 
all signs down: very severe and extensive 
damage: complete failure of roofs on 
many residences and ndustrial buildings: 
extensive shattering of glass m windows 
and doors, some complete building failures: 
small buildings overtorned/blown away and 
complete destruction of mobile homes 


ww nyw it e*w iB5 p w ioitw es'w airw ifw 


65-W 60*H I5 P m aa'W aS'W 4D’N 35'W 3D"W ?5 P W 20- W 15* W 10 P W 5'W 0 1 & P E 
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Disaster Supply Kit 


n Water - at teas! 1 gallon daily per person for 3 
W to 7 days 

O Food - at least enough lor 3 to 7 days 

— rvcmperishable packaged or canned 
food f juices 

— foods fat infants Of Ihe 6-deriy 

— snac k foods 

— ntm-eleclnc can opener 
— coofetag EDota/liiel 

— paper piaies / pissitc utensife 

P Blankets t P-Hows, eta 
P Clothing - seasonal f ram gear. 1 sturdy shoes 
n First Ate Kit / Medictees Prescription Drugs 
P Special Items - For habies and Iris efeeriy 
Q Tdi-ieTnes t Hygiene items it MoisTure wipes 
Q Flashlight / BatterieB 
O Radio - Bahery o^eratori NQAA weatrier rede 


H Cash - Banks and ATMs may no! be open or 
w available for exiended peneds 

Q Keys 

P Toys Bouksand Game$ 

n Important documents - m a watenpf oof 
container 

— insurance, med-ca! reccKrcts. hank 
accounl numbers. Social Security card 
etc. 

P Tools - keep a sal with you during the storm 
P Vehicle tees tanks filled 

P Pet care riems 

— proper identification / immunization 
records /medications 

— ample supply of food and water 

— a earner or cage 
~ muzzfe find teash 


Family Disaster Plan 


P Discuss Ihe Type of hazards trial cotad affect 
your family. Know your home's vulnerability to 
storm surge, flooding and wind 

P Locate a safe room or the safest areas jo your 
home for each hurricane hazard In certain 
circumstances trie safest areas may not be 
youi home bul within your community, 

Q Determine escape routes from your home and 
places To meet These should be measured in 
tens of miles rather Than hundreds of m-les 

n Have an oui-afrsraie friend as a larmly contact, 
so all your family rnsmb&rs have a single poinl 
of conlad. 

P Make a plan now for wh ul to do with your pete 
H you need la evacuate 


P Post emergency telephone numbers by your 
phones and maka sure your Children know W 
ant! when to call 9^ 

P Check y-our msurance coverage ■ ftood 
damage is not usually covered by homeowners 
insurance. 

P Stock non- per-sh able emergency supplies and 
a Disaster Supply Kit 

Q Use a NOAA wealrier radiu Remember to 
replace its battery every 6 months, as you do 
with your smoke -detectors. 

P Take First Aid, CPR arid disaster preparedness 
classes. 


2095 Storm Tracks 
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For the Best 
Deal in Town 

Hector Isabel 


COME AND SEE THE ALL NEW FORD MUSTANG, FREESTYLE, & FORD FIVE HUNDRED 


Mustang 


fjord ] I- i ye] Hundred 


Explorer Sport Trac 


Expedition 


Conversion Vans 


|l i >BP^*ig;iiii.MyPHn ■ i ■ sp* ^li* m u 1 ■■■ I i ■ ■ i ■ i «l| n ■ ■» map — ■ ■ ■ ■— ■ > mm i*~Tmy^rpirrTpf 

MORE THAN 200 USED CARS IN INVENTORY INCLUDING THE HARD-TO-FIND F350’S! 


8655 Pines Blvd. • Pembroke Pines, Florida 33024 

WLfi£i> (954) 443-7000 | jrjf-t 

Buy Online At: www.worldfordpines.com ! | M “ s Bw | « 

Sales Hours: Mon.-Sat. 9am-9pm, Sun. 11am-7pm * Service Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7am-7pm, Sat. 7am-4pm 


Free 27 Pt. Inspection with any service! A $39.95 Value! 

(ask for details) 

• Friendly & Professional service • Weekday & Saturday hours 

• Factory Certified ASE Trained Technicians • Ford Quality Parts 

• 12 month Warranty on all Parts & Labor • Courtesy Shuttle Hours 

• Convenient Location 
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Shyanna Escobar Has 65 Roses 

Family Holds Fundraising Event 


Judy Weeks 

(L-R) Mom Noemi and Shyanna Escobar and grandma Becky Yzaguirre Martinez representing the team. 


By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE 

The beautiful little four year 
old daughter of an Immokalee 
Tribal citizen has been diag- 
nosed with a disease which 
children commonly refer to as 
65 Roses. 

Shyanna Marie 
Escobar, like so many other 
young patients suffering from 
Cystic Fibrosis, has trouble 
remembering and pronouncing 
the name of her affliction. To 
their ears, it sounds like 65 
Roses, which is something 
they can quickly store in their 
little memory bank for future 
reference. 

Shyanna was diag- 
nosed on Dec. 28, 2003, with 
this life threatening genetic 
disease that affects the respira- 
tory and digestive systems of 
tens of thousands of children 
and young adults. Since then 
she has been hospitalized 
several times each year for 
periods of two to four weeks 
each time. 

Her parents, Ralph and Noemi Escobar, and 
grandmother Becky Yzaguirre Martinez, are devoted 
to Shyanna’s care and helping her to live an active life 
despite her medical requirements. Joining together 
with family and friends at the Immokalee High School 
Athletic Track on April 22 they put together “Shy’s 
Team” in an effort to raise funds for the Cystic 


Fibrosis Foundation (CFF). 

Organizations like CFF are helping doctors 
get closer to finding a cure with the support of 
fundraisers like “Great Strides.” This walk for CFF 
was sponsored in part by the Immokalee Seminole 
Casino, who provided refreshments as well as a gener- 


ous donation. 

The Immokalee 
Recreation department joined 
Shy’s Team by supplying the 
fundraiser tent, tables, chairs, a 
bounce house and personalized t- 
shirts to commemorate the occa- 
sion. Recreation Director Allen 
Mclnturff encouraged community 
participation and was on hand 
with his entire family walking 
laps around the track for pledges 
to help kids with Cystic Fibrosis 
live longer, healthier lives. 

Charlotte Porcaro, nutri- 
tionist for the Seminole Tribe in 
Immokalee, set up a tent to keep 
track of pledges, distribute pam- 
phlets about CFF and offer nutri- 
tional advice to the participants. 

Massage Therapist 
Tracey De Fa Rosa gave therapy 
in exchange for a donation to this 
most worthwhile community proj- 
ect. This very popular booth kept a 
sign-up list so that the participants 
could walk laps while waiting their 
turn in the chair. 

Dr. Oscar A. Alea, is a 
pediatric pulmonologist and Cystic 
Fibrosis specialist in Fort Myers, Fla., and is currently 
treating Shyanna and monitoring her progress. At 11 
a.m., the walk participants gathered for a cool down at 
the tent, where Alea gave an informative talk about 
this very debilitating disease. 

Speaking in a simple, easily understood man- 
ner, Alea educated the group. 

“This life-threatening 
disease is genetic in nature and 
is not able to be communicated 
by contact. Both parents must 
contain the gene in their bio- 
logical make-up in order for 
Cystic Fibrosis to appear in 
their offspring,” he said. 

“It’s first symptoms 
appear to be sinus in nature, 
eventually developing into 
nasal polyps and then the 
lungs evidence a disability to 
evacuate,” Alea continued. “It 
is often misdiagnosed as asth- 
ma until the patient suffers a 
severe attack and hospitaliza- 
tion. The body does not pro- 
duce enough water in the lungs 
for the sodium chloride to 
cleanse the air absorption sur- 
faces. This causes a thick 
mucus buildup where bacteria 
can readily thrive, resulting in 
chronic, and often fatal, lung infections. Depending 
upon the severity of the case, patients have difficulty 
digesting their food because of a lack of the ability to 
produce digestive enzymes. They are unable to absorb 
vitamins and other nutritional requirements for a 
healthy life.” 


Dr. Alea asked permission to raise Shyanna’s 
T-shirt and expose a port in the middle of her stomach 
for a feeding tube. 

“Shyanna must be fed in this manner at regu- 
lar intervals in order to receive the necessary enzymes, 
nutrients, and calories that sustain life. In addition, she 
takes twelve different medica- 
tions daily,” he said. “As the dis- 
ease progresses, the patient’s pan- 
creas which cannot absorb vita- 
mins and fat, begins to shut down 
creating a diabetic condition. The 
liver is eventually destroyed by 
cirrhosis.” 

“Transplants are not an 
option because of organ rejection, 
chemotherapy, and failing 
immune systems. Shyanna’s 
immune system is in a state of 
alert at all times and is continual- 
ly fortified by antibiotics,” he 
explained. “If there is good news 
in any of this, it would be the fact 
that until the last few years, life 
expectancy for CF patients was 
from zero to eight years. Thanks 
to the great strides being made in 
medical research, this has been 
increased to a thirty year average. 

With your help a cure could be in 
the future.” 

Community involvement 
was good with people constantly 
walking pledged laps around the 
track and making donations. As 
the younger set grew tired, they 
moved to the bounce house and 
refreshment area, while their par- 
ents kept up the pace. The 
Immokalee Casino had donated boxes of fresh fruit, 
sport drinks, orange juice and breakfast rolls which 
were gratefully consumed. 

As always, when you give a young child a 
toy, they have as much fun with the box it came in as 


the toy itself. The most popular area for the children 
was a sand pile near the bounce house and the empty 
water bottles, where they spent hours creating sand 
castles, volcanoes and mud pies. Becoming a part of 
Shyanna’s Team turned into a great family day. 

At the completion of Saturday’s fund raiser, 
$2,917.07 had been collect- 
ed. Big Cypress Council 
Representative David 
Cypress had challenged the 
group by agreeing to match 
whatever they could collect 
during Saturday’s fund rais- 
er, which brought the total 
to $5,834.14. 

A previous dona- 
tion by the Immokalee 
Seminole Casino and future 
sales of T-shirts further 
enhances the success. 

Participants can 
feel good that their dona- 
tion will be well spent as 
nearly 90 cents of every 
dollar raised by the CFF is 
used to support its vital 
programs. When someone 
makes a donation to the 
CFF, they help ensure 
afflicted children will live 
longer and more productive 
lives than ever before. 

When the founda- 
tion was created nearly five 
decades ago, children with 
CF were not expected see 
their first day of elementary 
school. Today, more than 
40 percent of the CF popu- 
lation is over the age of 18. 

The phrase “65 Roses” has been used by chil- 
dren of all ages to describe their disease. But making it 
easier to say does not make Cystic Fibrosis any easier 
to live with. 


Judy Weeks 

Mom and daughter walk the track. 


Judy Weeks 

(L-R) Grandma Becky and CF specialist Dr. Oscar Alea with Shyanna. 


Judy Weeks 

Massage Therapist Tracey Delarosa offered 
massages in exchange for donations. 


Know The Facts About Methamphetamine 



Submitted by SPD 

Methamphetamine, or meth, is a powerfully 
addictive stimulant that dramatically affects the cen- 
tral nervous system. The drug is made easily in labs 
with inexpensive over-the-counter ingredients. These 
factors combine to make methamphetamine a drug 
with high potential for widespread abuse. 

Meth is a commonly known as “speed,” 
and “chalk.” In its smoked form, it is often referred 
to as “ice,” crystal,” “crank” and “glass.” It is a 
white, odorless, bitter-tasting crystalline powder that 
easily dissolves in water or alcohol. The drug was 
developed early in this century from its parent drug, 
amphetamine, and was used originally in nasal 
decongestant and bronchial inhalers. 

Meth’s chemical structure is similar to that 
of amphetamine, but it has more pronounced effects 
on the central nervous system. Like amphetamine, it 
causes increased activity, decreased appetite and a 
general sense of well-being. The effects of meth can 
last six to eight hours. After the initial rush, there is 
typically a state of high agitation that in some indi- 
viduals can lead to violent behavior. 

Two-thirds of our country’s meth supply is 
produced in super labs in Mexico and Southern 
California run by organized crime and street gangs. 
The remaining third is made in the U.S. in makeshift 
meth labs found in basements, kitchens, garages, 
bams, vacant buildings, hotels and motels and trunks 
of cars. 

Meth is made from a fairly simple recipe 
found on the internet and can be produced in as few 
as six hours using apparatus that can be quickly dis- 
mantled and stored or relocated to avoid detection. 

Some of the ingredients commonly used to 
make are over-the-counter cold medications contain- 
ing ephedrine or pseudoephedrine, red phosphorous, 
hydrochloric acid, anhydrous ammonia, drain clean- 
er, battery acid, lye, lantern fuel and antifreeze. The 
fumes, vapors, and spillage associated with cooking 
meth can be toxic and explosive and hazardous to 
children, adults and the environment. 

Immediately after smoking or injection, the 
user experiences an intense sensation, called a 
“rush” or “flash” lasting only a few minutes. It is 
described as extremely pleasurable. Snorting or 
swallowing meth produces euphoria-a high, but not 
a msh. 

Following the “msh,” there is typically a 
state of high agitation, that in some individuals, can 
lead to violent behavior. Other possible immediate 


effects include increased wakefulness and insomnia, 
decreased appetite, irritability/aggression, anxiety 
nervousness, convulsions and heart attack. 

Meth is addictive, and users can develop a 
tolerance quickly, needing larger amounts to get 
high. In some cases, users forego food and sleep and 
take more meth every few hours for days, “binging” 
until they mn out of the dmg. Chronic use can cause 
paranoia, hallucinations, repetitive behavior, such as 
compulsively cleaning, grooming or disassembling 
and assembling objects and delusions of parasites or 
insects crawling under the skin. 

Users can obsessively scratch their skin to 
get rid of these imagined insects. Long-term use, 
high dosages, or both can bring on full-blown toxic 
psychosis. This violent, aggressive behavior is usu- 
ally coupled with extreme paranoia. Meth can also 
cause strokes and death. 

If you think someone you know might be 
using meth, or you’re a parent who suspects your 
teen might be using, here is a list of warning signs to 
look for: 

Physical Symptoms: Weight loss, Abnormal 
sweating, Shortness of breath, Nasal problems or 
nosebleeds, Sores that do not heal, Dilated pupils, 
Burns on lips or fingers and Track marks on arms 
Behavioral Symptoms: Withdrawal from 
family and friends, Change in friends, Disinterest in 
previously enjoyed activities, Increased activity, 
Long periods of sleeplessness (24-120 hours), Long 
periods of sleep (24-48 hours), Incessant talking, 
Irritability, Twitching and shaking, Itching, 
Decreased appetite, Erratic attention span, 
Repetitious behavior, such as picking at skin, pulling 
out hair, compulsively cleaning, grooming or disas- 
sembling and assembling objects, Aggression or vio- 
lent behavior, False sense of confidence and power, 
Convulsions, Carelessness about appearance and 
Deceit or secretiveness 

Mental Symptoms: Paranoia, Anxiousness, 
Nervousness, Agitation, Extreme moodiness, Severe 
depression, Hallucinations and Delusions of para- 
sites or insects crawling under the skin 

Paraphernalia: Rolled up paper money or 
short straws, Pieces of glass/mirrors, Razor blades, 
Burned spoons, Surgical tubing and Syringes/nee- 
dles. 

In all cases of meth use, a user may experi- 
ence a loss of inhibitions and a false sense of control 
and confidence, which can lead to dangerous behav- 
ior. 



4101 Davie Rd. Ext. 
Davie, FL 33024 

954 - 436-9905 

BROWARDMOTORSPOinS.COM 
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www.nammys.com 


TICKETS ON SALE NOW 


THE NEW HARD ROCK LIVE, Heart-pumping, adrenaline- rushing front row sound 
in every acoustically superior seat. It’s Florida’s hottest new arena. 

COME EARLY. STAY LATE. Over 2,000 games. 22 shops. 1 7 restaurants. 

11 clubs & lounges. 500 luxurious rooms and a European style spa. 


GET TICKETS 

Hard Rock Live Box Office: Noon - 7PM Daily 
tic ketmsster outlets and www.ticketmaster.com 
or charge by phone: Miami/Dade: 305.358.5885 
Broward: 954.523.3309 / Palm Beach: 561.966,3309 

All tickets subject to applicable service charges. 
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Winners of the 12-week Immokalee Seminole Shape-Up contest. 


Judy Weeks 


* Lifestyle 

Continued from page 1 

Winning Employees and Spouses: 1. Angie 
Arreguin, 15.8 pounds, 2. Crissie Carter, 15 pounds, 

3. Mario Posada, 11.6 pounds, 4. Rosa Garcia, 11 
pounds, Mayra Garcia, 1 1 pounds, Jennifer Ramos, 1 1 
pounds 

The total weight Loss was 129.4 pounds. 

What makes the reward even sweeter is the 
fact that many of the participants have been involved 
in the previous weight loss contests and have accumu- 
lated a far greater success. 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress first sponsored 
this program in Immokalee in September of 2005. His 
goal was to help establish a better lifestyle for the 
tribal members as well as employees. Many people 
talk about making changes tomorrow, but it never 
comes. 

Using himself as an example, he described 
the wake up call he received from diabetes, high 
blood pressure and cholesterol levels. For him, tomor- 
row had arrived. Seeking professional help, he began 
a whole new lifestyle which involved gradual healthy 
changes. As he pointed out, he did not get into trouble 
over night and if change is for the better, it needs to 
be permanent and gradual so as not to create new 
problems and dangers. 

Through hard work and determination, he has 
achieved his goals and now works daily to maintain 
his new lifestyle. However, he does not really consid- 
er it to be work. Now he finds satisfaction and well- 
being in his daily routine. 

“Feeling good is contagious and I want to 
give you what I have,” he said. “The first contest was 
to get you started, but the following ones have been to 
help you stay motivated and encourage a healthy, pro- 
ductive lifestyle. I am very proud to have been part of 
the process and want to congratulate your success. 
Everything comes full circle when you are on the 
right path.” 

Many people have benefited from this pro- 
gram and would like to share their accomplishments. 
Sylvia Marrero has been dangerously over weight for 
most of her life. She always wanted to change, but 
lacked the conviction and will-power to make a differ- 


ence. Since entering the first contest in September, she 
has lost a total of 42 pounds, altered her eating habits, 
begun to exercise and take control of her diabetes. 

“My self-esteem is growing and I am able to 
smile and laugh at myself,” Marrero said. “I have 
been walking around the office with one hand holding 
up my pants and talking about borrowing suspenders. 
It feels great to brag about going shopping for clothes 
because mine are too big, not too small. 

“The greatest thing that’s happened is the 
effect it’s having on my daughter, Jade. She also has a 
weight issue and I now have the strength and determi- 
nation to help her deal with it. As she sees the changes 
in me, she is more willing to accept the new guide- 
lines I am setting for her. The other day she even 
asked for a health bar which she wouldn’t even try in 
the beginning and is eating fruit rather than fried 
chicken for an after school snack.” 

Porcaro pointed out, “Sylvia’s weight loss 
has been gradual after the initial changes in her habits. 
She has been safely reducing by one to two pounds 
per week and keeping it off. She is open to sugges- 
tions and attends all of the Lifestyle Balance meet- 
ings. She frequently inquiries about food sources and 
changes in the ingredients that she uses to prepare the 
family meals.” 

Jennifer Ramos and Noemi Escobar have 
reached their ideal body weight and will be continuing 
their new routines to maintain the good health they 
have achieved. 

Michelle Ford has shed the pounds and 
dropped inches from all the important places. Her pant 
sizes have dropped dramatically and she is only a few 
pounds from her ideal body weight. 

“I started working out at the gym regularly 
and find that I am losing inches but not as many 
pounds,” she said. “I have tightened everything up 
and feel fantastic.” 

“I had been saving clothes that were too 
small, but now they are too big and I am rewarding 
myself with a shopping spree. Someone asked if I was 
going to save my old clothes for later and I replied, 
‘Definitely not! ’ I feel too good to backslide.” 

Immokalee is beginning its next Shape-Up 
Program, which will last 16 weeks. Immokalee 
Council Liaison Ralph Sanchez will sponsor. Please 
join in on the road to a healthy, happy lifestyle. 


Health Inspiration Publication 

The Health Department invites any Tribal 
citizen interested in being included in a health 
inspiration publication to contact Suzanne 
Davis at the Health Department. This 
publication is the first in a series of collections 
of community interviews, photos and stories. 

Suzanne can be reached at (954) 962-2009 

ext. 120 



Jimmy Wayne Holdiness 


Seminole Indian Chickee Builder 
(239) 340-6453 or (239) 248-7196 




itinerary 

Depart on chartered bus from DSO, Hollywood 8 9 a.m. 
Proceed to Big Cypress, Brighton and then Gainesville 
University of Florida, Gainesville 
Florida State University, Tallahassee 
Depart for home 

DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION IS MAY 22.2006 

To register for this trip, please call the Hollywood Higher Education Office -9 
(954)989-6840, exL 15! 1, or call your Education Advisor 


June 6, Tuesday: 

June 7, Wednesday 
June 8, Thursday 
June 9, Friday 


Brighton fif Ft. Pierce 
Big Cypress 
Immokalee 
Naples 


Emma Brown (865) 763-5572 
Patrick McElroy (863) 902-3200 ext. 1131 
Piorita Yzaguirre (239.' 657-3255 
Diana Rocha (239) 825-1281 


All Tampa travelers, call Stephanie Johns (813) 246-3100, ext. 1105 


JUNE 6TH TO THE 9TH 

The Education Department invites all interested 1 0th H 1 1th 8r 12th graders to visit 
FLORIDA STATE UTitVERSITY 6f UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA 



GET THE LOOK ! 


JR SEAU, JASON TAYLOR, MARSHALL FAULK 
BRAD PENNY, AJ BURNETT & MANY MORE DID! 



GO WHERE THE STARS SHOP AND 
GET TREATED LIKE A STAR !!! 







AUDIOVOX DVD/VCP/TUNER 


FIBERGLASS TONNO'S 


BRUSHGUARDS/NERFBARS 


M-F 9am - 6pm I WWW.CALCUSTOMS.COM I SAT 9am - 3pm 

4721 RAVENSWOOD RD / FT LAUDERDALE, FL 33312 


(954) 981-7223 / FAX: (954) 981-3401 
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Addressing Oral Health Issues 


Submitted by the Seminole Dental Program 

Although the majority of health issues affect 
both men and women, sex may play an important role 
with certain conditions. In terms of oral health, oral 
diseases and conditions are certainly not unique to 
women; they can and do occur in men. But there are 
specific concerns surrounding certain oral conditions 
that are unique to women. 

Next to the common cold, the most common 
of all childhood diseases is tooth decay. But what does 
this have to do with being a woman? If you are moth- 
er-e very thing. 

Bacteria living in saliva eats sugar and create 
acid. That acid causes tooth decay. The greater the 
numbers of salivary bacteria, the more likely someone 
will develop tooth decay. 

Mothers inoculate, or pass bacteria in their 
saliva, to their children from acts of mothering. Such 
acts include kissing, checking temperature, or trading 
bites of food with her baby using the same utensil. 

In order to reduce the chances of passing 
these bacteria to her baby, women who are pregnant or 
have recently had a baby should have a dental exami- 
nation to determine if tooth decay is present. If it is, 
have it treated prior to the eruption of the baby’s teeth. 

Another oral disease of importance to women 


is gum disease. Like tooth decay, gum disease is also 
caused by bacteria. Hormonal changes during menses, 
menstruation and even menopause make it easier for 
these bacteria to cause gum infection. Hormonal 
changes caused by birth control medications can also 
contribute to gum disease. 

Pregnancy is a time for women to pay special 
attention to the health of their gums. Gum disease in 
pregnant women has been linked to low birth weight, 
pre-term birth and even miscarriage. Women should 
schedule a dental examination as soon as they learn 
they are pregnant in order to learn how to prevent or 
treat existing gum disease. 

Osteoporosis is the loss of bone density and 
is often associated with older women. Osteoporosis 
affects not only the bones of the body, but also the 
bones of the face and jaws that help support teeth. 
Although not for everyone, hormone replacement ther- 
apy has been shown to reduce the effects of inflamma- 
tion in the gums that contributes to gum disease. 

To learn more about their oral health condi- 
tion and ways to prevent and treat oral disease that 
may be affecting their health, the Seminole Dental 
Program encourages all women to schedule a yearly 
dental examination. 


Ask The Counselor 


Dear Counselor, 

I am new in the recovery 
program. I attend meetings and fol- 
low the twelve steps and the 
twelve traditions of the program. 

I am in a loving relation- 
ship with a young lady that puts up 
with me. The young lady and I 
have a lot in common. We are both 
Seminoles, we both enjoy to par- 
ticipate in cultural activities and 
we enjoy traveling. I am 24 and 
my girlfriend is 22. 

My problem is my anger. 

I have a short fuse. I am always 
angry and on the verge to explode 
at any time. I do not want to lose 
my recovery or my girlfriend 
because of my anger. I am not 
physically abusive, but my fuse is 
getting shorter and shorter. 

Signed, 

New in Recovery 

Dear New in Recovery, 

Your journey on the road to recovery is full 
of hope. Competence is the ability to understand your 
own feelings. The highest form of mental health is to 
realize that there are options and choices. 

The Seminole Tribe and other Native 
Americans suffered loss of personal life, land, 
resources and culture as outsiders influence started 
to eradicate your Tribal traditions. 

You were left with helplessness, hopeless- 
ness, sadness, despair, shame and anger. The road 
that you are on will elevate you from the ashes of the 
pain as you join forces with other Native Americans 
in a bond of brotherhood of modern day warriors, 
fighting to find healing, wisdom and self empower- 
ment. 

One of the issues many recovering alco- 
holics and drug dependent persons have difficulty 
coping with is anger. Anger is the number one cause 


of relapse. Mismanagement of 
anger can pose a threat to sobriety 
and problems in relationship with 
others. 

Your problem with anger 
may occur for several reasons. You 
must understand that in some 
instances, much of your difficulty 
with anger is related to self anger 
you have through oppression and 
historical trauma. 

As a beginner in the 
recovery process, and your issue 
with anger, I have a word of advice 
for you: the size of a man can be 
measured by the size of the thing 
that makes him angry. 

The following may help 
you recognize and deal with anger 
in a constructive manner: You 
must learn to recognize angry feel- 
ings. You must be aware of when you are angry. How 
does your anger show? Look for anger clues. 

The physical signs of anger may include 
such things as headaches, tension in your stomach, 
or rapid speech. The psychological signs may include 
revenge fantasies, increase thought of using alcohol, 
or drugs, or feeling depressed. The behavioral signs 
may include increased argumentativeness with oth- 
ers, or showing aggressive behavior in your interac- 
tions with others. 

“Honesty gets us sober, ” Bill Wilson once 
observed. “But tolerance keeps us sober. 99 

I encourage you to contact and make an 
appointment with the Family Service department. A 
counselor will be assigned to you to develop an anger 
management program. The counseling sessions will 
help you deal with your sobriety and anger. Anger is 
a human emotion, how you deal with it defines you 
as a person. 

Signed, 

Counselor 



Suit Phillips 

MS. Menial HunEili Counseling 

Letters oHnEerest from the txmimuimls 

All letters should be seat to 
ASK THE COL NSF.LOR 
\ jniik Services Pepamiieni 
,1006 Josie Billie Avenue 
Hollywood, E'L 33024 
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Know Your Diabetes Medications 


Submitted by the Seminole Health Department 
What You Need to Know About Your 
Diabetes Medications. 

Part of having diabetes often includes tak- 
ing diabetes medications in order to better control 
your blood sugar. The following questions will help 



you to better understand the role that medications 
play in the care of your or your loved ones’ dia- 
betes. 

What is Diabetes? 

With diabetes, the pancreas no longer 
makes insulin, the chemical produced by the body 
that regulates blood sugar, or it doesn’t make 
enough insulin to keep blood sugar within normal 
range. This is why taking diabetes medications is so 
important, since the body can’t control its own 
blood sugar. 

So if I just take my medication, my dia- 
betes will always be under control? 

The medications a doctor will prescribe 
for diabetes, in combination with a healthy diet and 
regular exercise will help to keep blood sugar under 
control. 

How do I know what medications are 
right for me? 

Your doctor will decide which diabetes 
medications you will need based on different rea- 
sons like; your age, weight, blood sugar level and if 
you are taking other medications or if you have 
other health problems. 

What types of diabetes medications are 

there? 

If you have type 2 diabetes, you will need 
to take oral medications (pills) or insulin. 

Many Type 2 diabetics’ only need to take 
oral medications, but your doctor will decide what 
is right for you. 

Type 1 diabetics usually take insulin. 

There are many kinds of insulin to help control 


your blood sugar. Some insulin types work fast and 
others work slower. Your doctor will decide which 
insulin is best for you. Many diabetics take two 
kinds of insulin mixed together. 

What are some important things I 
should know about my medications? 

Check the name of your medicines, dose 
(how much), and times to take your medicine. 

Know if you should take pills with or 
without food. 

Know how the pill looks, its’ size, shape, 
and color. 

Always check the label for an expiration 

date. 

Check to see where to store your medica- 
tions. 

Always know the side effects of the dia- 
betes medicine you are taking. 

Know what your blood sugar levels should 
be and take notice of how the medications affect 
your levels. 

What are some good ways to remember 
to take my pills if I have a hard time remember- 
ing? 

Take your medications about the same 
time each day. 

Set the alarm on a watch or a clock for the 
time you are to take your medications. 

Ask a friend or family member to help you 
by knowing your times and calling to remind you. 

Use a seven day pill box to separate your 
pills and store it somewhere you will see it. 

For more information about diabetes or 
diabetic medications, please contact your reserva- 
tion’s health educator. 


Re~ Health Educators 

Big Cypress 
Linda McCarthy 
( 863 ) 983-5798 

Brighton 

Barbara Boling 
( 863 ) 763-0271 

Hollywoo d 

Tina Mennella 
( 954 ) 962-2009 

Immokal ee 

Charlotte Porcaro 
( 239 ) 867-3400 


May 19, 2006 

Employees Attend Wachovia 401(h) Seminar 


By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD — On April 24 at the 
Seminole Tribal Headquarters employees of the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida attended a 
demonstration of Wachovia 401(k) plan. 

The session consisted of a training special- 
ist pointing out various options of the web- 
site by utilizing a projected screen for all to 
see and highlighting the basic setup of the 
website features. 

Advice Track, is the name of the 
new tool used to determine allocation and 
retirement planning through calculated 
information. Through these helpful tools 
this financial website will advise and allow 
the 401(k) enrolled employee to direct or 
diversify investments in their own individ- 
ual accounts. You can even obtain a loan or 
a paid distribution from your plan through 
the website. 

Carlos Lopez, the main speaker of 
the Wachovia 40 1 (k) session said, “We are 
doing education meetings with the 40 1 (k) 
plan, in particular a demonstration of how 
the website works so that all the partici- 
pants can really take control of this, and 
have complete knowledge of what they can 
do to change in terms of their account and access to 
their account. “We need to save for retirement, and 
retirement seems like some far away thing, and if you 
don’t prepare for it well in advance you’re not going 
to have enough for retirement. So this is a way to gain 
awareness or create awareness for the participants of 


the 40 1 (k) plan so they can take the proper steps early 
on, and make sure they have enough money in the 
future.” 


Look for these Wachovia 401(k) sessions, 
they will be touring the rest of the Florida Seminole 
reservations in the coming weeks, first to Tampa, Big 
Cypress, Brighton, Immokalee and Fort Pierce. For 
more information please visit: 
http://www.wachovia.com/401k. 



Felix DoBosz 


Carlos Lopez led the seminar, which was open to Tribal 
employees. 




VVo Tnr TigynVR 

Health Fair 


2006 


Join the Seminole Health Department and its* special 
^Lie_s*s as each reservation celebrates women’s health 
with our annual Women's Wellness Health Fair, 


F or more i n to rmat ion : 

Bin C vni ess 
Tuesday, May 23 
@ the Bi^ Cypress Gym 

C tnc t l.indii McC’arttiv 
8*3-983-5798 

Brighton 

Thursday, May 25 

<4r> the Brighton Clinic 

Cunlact Ekirhsini 
8 * 3 - 763-^271 

Hollywood 
Wednesday, May 17 

(a} the Tribal OFlke Audi tori tin 

Conluct Tliiii Mc^udlii 
954 - 962-20119 

I ■iiniokalee 
Thursday, May 25 
(ft flic Immokalee Gym 

CuntiR't C h ii rl u t (v Pcimiru 
239-867-3-4IHI 


Raymond James Tax Credit Funds 

Career Opportunity 


Don't just find a job, make a difference. We are not seeking those who want to fit 
a mold; we are seeking those who want to mold the future. 

We are actively seeking qualified candidates with the ability and motivation to join 
our team to help train Tribal Agencies regarding affordable housing guidelines. 
Your home base will be St. Petersburg, Florida and you will be traveling and 
interacting with Native American Tribes throughout the United States. You will be 
given the opportunity to use your creative thinking and initiative to enhance the 
opportunities offered to Native Americans. 

Raymond James Tax Credit Funds is the primary national sponsor of funds that 
provide equity to build homes in Native American communities through the Low 
Income Housing Tax Credit program. To date these funds have invested over 
$162 million in 27 Native American communities, building 2000 homes nation- 
wide. Our goal is to continue to expand this program and have a positive effect 
on the greatest number of Native American families as possible. 

Are you completing your Bachelors degree in Business, Sociology, Psychology or 
related field? Do you have excellent computer, writing, and interpersonal skills? 
Are you ready to accept the challenge and make a difference? If so, we want to 
hear from you. 

Please visit our website at www.raymondjamescareers com and reference Asset 
Manager I. Job ID # 3797 to apply online. Please include a resume and cover 
letter including GPA. 

At Raymond James, independence and an entrepreneurial spirit are fundamental 
to our corporate culture. Raymond James Tax Credit Funds (RJTCF) is a wholly- 
owned subsidiary of Raymond James Financial. Inc. (NYSE-RJF). Since 1974, 
subsidiaries of Raymond James Financial have been among the leaders in 
financing affordable housing, having invested over $1 billion in equity for more 
than 1000 properties in 43 states. 

EOE-Orug Free Workplace 
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Eight Tips to Begin a Healthy Lifestyle 


By Kenny Bay on 

1. Get On a Program 

Have and obtain realistic short term goals 
while always striving for long term dreams of living 
and long and healthy life. Instill an eight week pro- 
gram which includes three to four days of weight 
training. 

A minimum of eight to 12 exercises involv- 
ing the major muscle groups should be performed two 
to three days a week. A minimum of one set of eight 
to 12 repetitions should be sufficient for most partici- 
pants. For older or less fit people, 10 to 15 repetitions 
may be appropriate. 

Add one to two days of a sport activity to 
keep fit. This will help keep the motivation as well as 
keeping it fun. Remember without fun, it is very diffi- 
cult to want to do it. 

2. Diet 

A person can train very hard, hit the weights, 
run up and down mountains and still not lead a 
healthy lifestyle. Why? Because diet is the key. You 
need to be aware of what you are putting into your 
body. You are limiting the benefits of exercise if you 
eat poorly. Remember, you are what you eat! Try to 
stay with the basics. 

The U.S. government has established a set of 
dietary goals to improve national health. The goals 
include: increasing carbohydrates to 55 to 60 percent 
of total calories, decreasing fat intake to 30 percent of 
total calories, with saturated fat being only 10 percent, 
decrease dietary cholesterol to 300 mg per day, reduce 
sugar consumption to 1 5 percent of total calories, and 
decrease salt consumption to about 3 mg per day. 

This also means that protein should provide 
10-15 percent of total calories per day. If one of your 
goals of beginning a fitness program is to lose weight, 
including proper nutrition into your program is essen- 
tial. 

When you exercise, you will burn calories, 
but if you consume more calories than you burn dur- 
ing a day, you will gain weight. The only way to lose 
weight is to burn more calories than you consume. 
Dieting alone will not help you with long-term weight 
loss, keeping the weight off for the rest of your life. 
The most successful studies in terms of weight loss 
have been those that combined diet and exercise to 
optimize caloric deficit. 

The main message is to eat balanced meals 
and reduce high fat and high cholesterol meals. When 
you begin exercising, you may find your appetite 
changes and you may be hungrier during the day. This 
is normal. Just remember to make smart decisions 
regarding what you eat. 

Enjoying life is important, but as long as you 
are going to begin exercising, you should approach 
health from every angle, not just from an exercising 
angle. 

3. Have Fun 

If there was one that should be on top of the 
list it would be this one. Half of all people who start 
an exercise program drop out within the first six 
months. So what keeps the other 50 percent in the 
gym? No one magic method can keep you involved in 
the process. 

As researchers say, strong determinants of 
continued participation are self-motivation, behavioral 


skills, spousal support, available time, access to facili- 
ties, perception of good health and high risk for heart 
disease. Yet one element remains prevalent through- 
out-enjoying what you do. 

4. Convenience 

Let’s be realistic, after working an eight hour 
day, then to try to get to a gym which is miles out of 
the way does not make sense. A common reason for 
people not to exercise is the lack of convenient facili- 
ties. 

If you try to commute to your gym and if s a 
journey, then it’s more likely that you will make 
excuses not to go rather to just get there and get the 
workout done. Just like you must be wary of limited 
hours or that the fitness center gets to crowded, time 
and convenience must be addressed. 

5. Keep a Record 

Try and keep a record of what you do and 
what you have accomplished. The log can contain 
start-up information such as bodyweight, measure- 
ments, resting blood pressure, cholesterol level, daily 
calorie intake and resting heart rate. 

This self monitoring technique helps you 
stick to your program and gives you visual feedback 
as well as an accurate record of your progress toward 
your goals. 

6. Stay Focused 

As we all know, life is all about choices and 
the ones we make can outcome how our lives are 
lived. Exercise is a choice and a very important one 
as well. Not only will this affect you but the loved 
ones that surround you. 

Living a healthy lifestyle, eating well and 
training are all important choices that have to be made 
so that you can live a long and happy life. Remember, 
its not all physical, mental stress can be a downfall as 
well, that’s why it’s important to stay positive and 
keep a clear state of mind. 

7. Be Realistic 

If you’re a beginner, you can expect your ini- 
tial experiences to be a bit uncomfortable. Meaning, 
you’re putting your body though activity probably 
never done before and there will be some awkward- 
ness doing exercises. 

Soreness is to be expected, even if you’re just 
stretching or walking on the treadmill. Never doubt 
yourself or the reasons for doing it because in the long 
run it will pay off. Remember, you are only rich if you 
have your health! 

8. Stretching 

In all the talk about resistance training and 
cardiovascular fitness, the third essential of 
fitness-flexibility-can get lost. The importance of 
flexibility prompts disagreement in the exercise field. 
But the idea of stretching has been recently endorsed 
by the American College of Sports Medicine, and 
growing evidence seems to indicate that a proper 
stretching program can increase flexibility around a 
joint and reduce frequency and intensity of injuries. 

A good five to 1 0 minute warm-up and 
another five to 10 minutes at the end of your exercise 
session should suffice. If you only have time for one 
stretch session, do it after cooling down, while your 
muscles are still warm. Hold each stretch for up to 30 
seconds while breathing naturally. Stretch your legs, 
lower back, calves, arms, shoulders, chest and neck. 
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It Can Be Done: A Tale of Success 

Yvonne Courtney’s Dramatic Weight Loss 


By Kenny Bayon 

Yvonne 

Courtney, Seminole 
Tribal citizen and 
resident of the 
Hollywood reserva- 
tion, has fought 
many battles but the 
one she is fighting 
now may save her 
life. The fight she is 
dealing with is the 
addition to food. 

Her weight was at 
an all time high, 

281 pounds. 

Physically, 
her knees and 
ankles were becom- 
ing a burden to even 
walk. So much so, 
that she had to have 
surgery on both 
ankles and on her 
right knee. 

In Nov. 

2005, Yvonne was 
searching for help 
in her struggles to 
lose weight. It was 
so bad that she was 
having flashbacks 
of her mother, 

Charlotte Osceola, 
lying in bed with 
both legs amputated 
at the end of her 50 
year battle with dia- 
betes that led to her 
death. 

Yvonne 

desired a quick fix 
and went to see a 
specialist seeking 
gastric bypass sur- 
gery. Gastric 
bypass, which 
changes the anato- 
my of your diges- 
tive system, with a 
limitation of the 
amount of food you 
can eat and digest. 

Generally, gastric 
bypass surgery is 
reserved for people 
who are unable to 
achieve or maintain 
a healthy weight 
through diet and 
exercise, are severely overweight, and who have 
health problems as a result. 

Gastric bypass may be considered if your 
body mass index (BMI) is 40 or higher, meaning 
extreme obesity, or your BMI is 35 to 39.9, labeled 
obesity, and you have a serious weight-related health 
problems such as diabetes or high blood pressure or 
high cholesterol. 

In gastric bypass, the surgeon creates a small 
pouch at the top of your stomach and adds a bypass 
around a segment of your small intestine. The surgeon 
staples your stomach across the top, sealing it off from 
the rest of your stomach. The resulting pouch is about 
the size of a walnut and can hold about an ounce of 
food. 

Late January 2006, she spoke to her son, 

Tony Tommie about it, he knew he had heard bad 
things about the surgeries and went on the computer to 
research. He found out that it was more dangerous 
than promising. Coincidently, he was wrote a research 
paper about the subject for school. He attends Le 
Cordon Bleu, a culinary school in Miami. 

He showed these stats from the surgeries to 
his mom. Some of the stats included a high death rate 
and other complications that can occur from this. 

Tony stated, “Mom, you have beaten alcohol 
and drugs, you can beat this as well.” Tony also stated, 
“I’m going to be there for you and help you beat this 
weight gain situation.” 


The date of 
Feb. 4 was the 
beginning of her per- 
sonal struggle to win 
her life back. 

Yvonne was search- 
ing for a better way 
of life because she 
saw that her body 
was out of control. 
Ever since she over- 
came drugs and 
alcoholism; it was 
time for her to take 
charge over her 
physical body. She 
began her first 
weight loss program, 
Food Addicts 
Anonymous. 

These pro- 
grams evolved disci- 
plining herself to 
weigh and measure 
food and to make 
better choices in 
what she ate. Some 
of the food she cut 
out of her daily diet 
was sugar, flour, 
wheat and caffeine. 
The biggest obstacle 
she had was that she 
couldn’t dine out for 
30 days. All meals 
had to be prepared at 
home. In 30 days, 
she lost 30 pounds. 

Yvonne was 
still unsatisfied with 
way she looked and 
felt. As fate has it, 
one night Tony was 
in Yvonne’s back 
yard using her tread- 
mill without her 
knowledge. She 
asked him what he 
was doing there so 
late at night. He 
introduced her to the 
book Body for Life, 
by Bill Phillips. He 
was already on the 
plan and was getting 
results. Yvonne and 
her husband Bryan 
were curious and 
decided to join Tony 
in his workouts. 

“I hope she can inspire others to work hard 
and reach their goals,” said Tony. “I’m very proud of 
her and that she continues the great work she has 
done.” 

She even won first place at the Hollywood 
reservation’s weight loss contest. 

Yvonne stated, “My spirit is prospering, but 
my physical body was out of control, then I received a 
revelation from the Lord and sought knowledge, so 
that I may better myself to carry the gospel of Jesus 
Christ, who gives me total freedom, physically and 
spiritually. I praise and love the Lord with all my 
heart, spirit and body, because he loved me first, I 
truly love him today and forever. God will not with- 
hold any desires of my heart as long as I stay obedient 
to him and will not turn me over to my enemies, 
which are diabetes, cancer or any diseases, because 
the Lord is my deliverer, my salvation. I am truly a 
miracle where God receives all the glory and praise.” 

A scripture that has inspired Yvonne is from 
the Bible (KJV) was III John 1:2 Beloved , “I wish 
above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in 
health, even as thy soul prospereth.” 

Yvonne would like thank her husband Bryan, 
her son and his wife Tony and Andreah, her grandson 
Miracle, her friends Dennis and Barbara. She would 
also like to thank her church, House of Prayer Full 
Gospel Church, for teaching the whole truth about the 
Bible and giving her total freedom in life. 
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AFTER: Yvonne Courtney today. 


Tribal Weight Loss Contest Results 


Submitted by Kenny Bayon 

Tribal Women: 1 . Francine 
Osceola, 2. Janine Cypress, 3. Reina 
Micco; Tribal Men: 1. Happy Jumper, 2. 
Aaron Billie, 3. Chris Osceola. 

Tribal Senior Women: 1 . Yvonne 
Courtney, 2. Virginia Mitchell, 3. Judy 


Jones; Tribal Senior Men: 1. Moses “Bigg 
Shot” Jumper. 

Tribal Employee Men: 1 . Larry 
Labazio, 2. Jack Vancott, 3. Chris Jenkins; 
Tribal Employee Women: 1. Rhonda 
Motlow, 2. Beverly Davis, 3. Rhonda 
Moffett. 
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Certain scents have a powerful effect on the opposite sex. 
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When you're ready to quil. we're ready lo help. 
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HEALTH 


South Florida's number one country western 
nightclub and restaurant 



6 p.m. to 4 a.ra, 
four full-liquor bars seven 
gourmet dinners served all night. 


Dance Lessons 

Wednesday - Advanced Line Dance, 7:30 pm-8:30 pm 
Thursday - Always Two-Step, 8 pm - 9 pm 
Beginners Line Dance Lessons, 7 pm - 8 pm 
Friday - Intermediate Line Dance ; 7:30 pm - 8:30 pm 
Saturday - Line Dance Lessons, 7 pm - 8 ptn 
Couples Dance Lessons , 8 pm - 9 pm 
Sunday - Beginner Line Dance Lessons - 7 pm - 9 pm 

With good food, great music, a large dance floor, the best entertainment, 
the most outrageous drink specials, and rooms packed full of beautiful 
people, a good time is a sure thing at “The World Famous Round Up" 

The Round Up is located at; 

9020 W, State Road 84 
Davie, Florida 33324. 

(Southwest Corner of 1-595 and Pine Island Road in the Pine Island Plaza) 




Seminole Students visit Haskell Indian Nations University in Lawrence, Kansas. 


Seminole Youth Visit Haskell Indian Nations University 


By Linda Hey, Higher Education Advisor 

LAWRENCE, KS — The Higher Education 
Program of the Education department brought 14 high 
school students, together with their respective parent- 
chaperons, to visit Haskell Indian Nations University 
in Lawrence, Kansas, on March 3 1 . 

The cool and windy weather had everyone in 
jackets in contrast to students at the university who 
had summer attires! They were probably wondering 
what planet we all came from! 

The 14 students from three reservations 
(Hollywood, Brighton, and Ft. Pierce) are: Cody 
Billie, Summer Billie, Amber Craig, Christian 
Osceola, Shelli Osceola, Victor Osceola, Ceejae 
Smith, Stephanie Smith, Ashley Spencer, Kelsey 
Spencer, Calvin Tiger, Jr., James Tiger, Jr., Marty 
Tommie, and Marty Tommie, Jr. 

They were accompanied by parents, namely: 
Dena Billie, Jessica Billie, Shannon Holata, Camellia 
Osceola, Jennifer Osceola, Vinson Osceola, and Marty 
Tommie, Sr. Leading the group was Louise Gopher, 
Education director with Linda Iley, higher education 
advisor and Tony Bullington, Brighton intervention 
specialist. 

The Seminole students were warmly wel- 
comed by the University President, Dr. Karen Swisher, 
and Patti Grant-Orosco, student recruitment and place- 
ment specialist. 

Different speakers followed to talk on perti- 
nent information about Haskell. After a lunch treat by 
the university, our students attended academic sessions 


on American Indian studies, business, education, and 
environmental science. These sessions provided the 
students with an overview of the programs and the 
opportunity to meet with some deans and professors. 

A tour of the campus followed next and the 
students got a chance to see the different buildings and 
rooms in the dormitories. As we walked through the 
campus with our tour guide, Miss Haskell Tiffany 
Dawn Stuart, we heard interesting historical accounts 
and updates on school activities. 

It was a good opportunity for the students 
and parents to check out the school and what it offers 
educationally and culture- wise. We learned that 
Haskell Indian Nations University, established in 
1884, is the premier national intertribal university, 
with a student population of almost a thousand. The 
student body is comprised of American Indian and 
Alaska Native students from 130 different Tribes. Its 
culture and diversity makes Haskell so unique com- 
pared to other universities in the nation. 

The visit ended with a very personal and 
informative sharing by Lisa Tiger on the problem of 
AIDS. She was an epitome of strength, honesty, and 
hope. The Seminole students thoroughly enjoyed the 
trip. It was also an opportunity to bond with each 
other as they traded stories and shared some interests. 
They wished they had another day! 

We hope that one of them will go back to 
Haskell Indian Nations University and pursue his or 
her higher education goals. 


Congratulations to Parenting Class Graduates 


By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — Ever wonder how to disci- 
pline your child in a way that gets positive results? 
Ever wonder how you can make it through the day, 
with all the chores, cooking and shopping and still 
have time for the kids? Ever feel guilty when your 
anger gets the best of you and you feel like scream- 
ing? Well, relax, help is on the way. 

Parents at Brighton are getting extra guidance 
and support with the new program under the umbrella 
of Family Services called Family Preservation. There 
are many good parents within the Tribal community, 
said Ted Nelson, director of the Family Preservation. 


“But, many want to be better parents and we 
are hoping some parents will also want to be foster 
parents,” Nelson said. “We want to keep families 
together and that’s what we are all about. We need to 
be committed to our children.” 

To fulfill their mission the Seminole Tribe 
Parenting Class is being offered. The first class started 
at Brighton where it is being developed as a model for 
all other reservations. It is a two hour class one day a 
week for 10 weeks. As soon as one Parenting Class 
ends another one starts. The Parenting Class is 
designed to assist all parents and especially those fos- 
ter parents who have taken on tremendous responsibil- 
ities providing for children in need. 

On April 25, a celebration was held at the 
Brighton Field Office Auditorium honoring the first 
graduating class with presentation of certificates, 
refreshments and door prizes. 

“This culturally sensitive program on how to 
understand and help children reach their full potential, 
and to be more effective parents, has been a great suc- 
cess. These students have gained insight into their par- 
enting methods and skills,” said the class instructor 
and early childhood education specialist, Pam Martin, 
PhD. 

Martin, who moved here from Canada to 
work for the Tribe, can only be described as a warm 
and caring person. She was selected because of her 
experience and background in teaching parenting 


skills. She described the class discussions as lively and 
informative with students giving and receiving support 
from one another. 

“These graduates have gained insight into 
their parenting methods and skills,” she said. 

The class is compulsory for parents who want 
to be foster parents. 

“The Tribe has a great need for caring indi- 
viduals and families to foster children of all ages and 
circumstances,” Martin said. 

“Our Tribe has always had a natural child 
protection system,” said Nelson, who added that Tribal 
citizens have always taken Tribal children into their 
homes when needed. “You’ve 
got to be a special person to 
take care of children whether 
they are yours or someone 
else’s.” 

What Family 

Preservation wants to do is 
develop standards of care that 
will be similar to the State of 
Florida’s standards for foster 
care but with a significant dif- 
ference. While the general the- 
ories of child rearing come 
from the mainstream fields of 
psychology and education, the 
Tribe’s Parenting Class 
includes Tribal culture so that 
the Seminole way and tradition 
is respected. 

“It is the first time we 
have tried this,” said Nelson. 
“This class is meant to be a 
springboard for these types of 
classes at other reservations.” 

Nelson spoke to the 
guests and families at the grad- 
uation. 

“If you sit through all 
these classes it will have an 
effect on you, hopefully a posi- 
tive one.” 

He called on Martin for a few words. She 
thanked all the graduates who attended the classes and 
offered a few additional comments. 

“It takes a lot of courage to admit you don’t 
know all the answers,” she said. “What happened was 
like magic because of all the love and support the par- 
ents gave each other.” 

Then Nelson gave each graduate a certificate. 
The nine students who are the first to participate and 
graduate included Holly Billie, Alice Sweat, Mary 
Alice Smith, Jodi King, Karilee Bowers, Billy Bailey 
Jr., Claudia Olivarez, Joe Olivarez and Carolee 
Nelson. 

“Raising foster kids is totally different from 
raising you own kids,” said foster parent Mary Alice 
Smith. 

“You’re never too old to learn new parenting 
methods,” said Sweat, a grandmother who has the 
heart to provide a home for foster children while also 
working full time for the Tribe. 

Nelson had a surprise for Alice Sweat. She 
was selected for a special Appreciation Award. The 
plaque presented to her had the following inscription: 
“Our Seminole children must never lose their spirit for 
building a better world. Thank you for instilling in 
our youth a strong community spirit and encouraging 
them to be active participants in their destiny.” 

It was signed on Jan. 25 by the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida Family Services department. 



Susan Etxebarria 


Graduates Nancy Smith, Bill Bailey Jr., Jody King, Holly Billie, Alice 
Sweat, Instructor Pam Martin and Director Ted Nelson. 
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Emma Brown 

Culture staff help prepare lunch. 


Seminole Tribune at Career Day 


NORTH MIAMI — On 

April 21, The Seminole Tribune edi- 
tor Janice Billie took part in Career 
Day at Greynolds Park Elementary 
School. 

At the request of a first 
grade teacher Ms. Bonnie 
Greenfield, Billie joined numerous 
members of the working community 
of South Florida for the school’s 
annual event. 

Greynolds Park Elementary 
educates students from kindergarten 
to fifth grade. Billie had the oppor- 
tunity to visit a class of each grade 
and share information on her job, 
the Seminole Tribe’s publication 
and the Tribe itself. 


* Pull-Out 

Continued from page 1 

Vincent Osceola and Victor 
Osceola gathered the boys under one chic- 
kee to teach them proper carving tech- 
niques. Finally, under another chickee 
Joanne Osceola facilitated Creek language 
acquisition bingo. This class was designed 
to test the student’s knowledge of the 
Creek language. 

It was a full day of culturally fun 
learning activities and the students did not 
seem to know that learning their culture 
could be so much fun without realizing 
how much work it can be. This day was 
designed to have a more realistic approach 
to teaching the Seminole culture to the stu- 
dents and to give the students hands on 
experience with their tradition which in 
turn created much more involvement on 
behalf of the students. 

The Pull-Out program’s culture 


FIYP Meets With Brighton Students 


Paid Tribal Summer Internships Available 


Submitted by Jasmine Porter, Adult Vocational 
Administrator 

The Seminole Tribe of Florida’s Family 
Services department welcomes back The Summer 
Youth Work Experience and Internship Program from 
June 5-Aug. 4. 

This two-month program is designed to pro- 
vide paid internships and work experience for high 
school and college Seminoles (and other Native 
American) students. Those selected will work within 
the Seminole Tribe of Florida, gaining meaningful 
employment experience and knowledge of the work- 
ings of the Tribe. 

The program provides for flexible scheduling, 
competitive wages, and a variety of employment 
opportunities. 


Seminars will be held during the summer 
work program calendar on professionalism, resume 
building, and successful interviewing. 

Applications can be found at the Tribal 
Headquarters Office in Human Resources, any 
Education department office, and the Family Services 
department offices. Application deadline is May 22. 
For any questions on the application, please call (954) 
965-1300, Ext. 175. 

The Summer Youth Work Experience and 
Internship Program is sponsored by the Family 
Services department’s Adult Vocational Programs. 
Please return all applications to Jasmine Porter, Adult 
Vocational Administrator, Family Services 
Department, 3006 Josie Billie Ave., Hollywood, FF 
33024. (954) 965-1300, Ext. 175. 


day was a big success and credit is due to all of the 
language and culture staff that made this successful 
event possible for the students of the Brighton Pull- 
Out Program. 


Emma Brown 

Girls learn how to prepare frybread. 


Emma Brown 

(L-R) 1st grade winners-Sean Osceola, Elijah Billie, and Bethany 
Billie. 


the Creek spelling bee. Each class, 
kindergarten through fifth, participated 
in the competition and three winners 
are chosen from each group of stu- 
dents. 

A great deal of hard work and 
studying must be put into the spelling 
of each one of the words; so each win- 
ner has definitely earned the title. 
Jenny Shore and Joanne Jones, teach- 
ers in the reading and writing class, 
have done an outstanding job holding 
the spelling bees to test the student’s 
ability to spell the Creek language. 

The goal of the Pull-Out pro- 
gram is to teach the students how to 
speak, spell and understand the Creek 
language and by listening to the 
spelling bee competition they are 
doing a great job. 


By Emma Brown 

BRIGHTON — On May 2 Bob Kellam 
from the Florida Governors Council on Indian Affairs 
came to meet with Brighton students who are eligible 
to attend the Florida Indian Youth Program (FIYP) in 
Tallahassee, Fla. 

The FIYP is the only formal course in Tribal 
government for young people east of the Mississippi 
River. It is two weeks long and held each summer on 
the campus of Florida State University. Students also 
have courses in writing, math, computers, career and 
job skills, and many other subjects. 

These two weeks also give students a chance 
to network among other Tribal citizens from other 
reservations, which sometimes gets lost in today’s 
society. This program is open to tribal citizens and 
descendants from ages 14 and older. There are even 
positions for students age 1 9-27 in the FIYP Indian 
Youth Facilitator Program. 

Anyone interested in learning more about 
FIYP should call their respective Education depart- 
ment representative for more information. 


Emma Brown 

FIYP meets with kids 
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Your Area's #1 Gift Basket And 
Floral Connection Since 1993 

★ 

Gourmet And Specialty Gifts 

GOURMET DELIGHTS... GOURMET BASKETS AND GOODIES 

FLORAL EXPRESSIONS FRESH FLOWERS 

INDULGENCE BODY CARE PRODUCTS 

PRECIOUS MOMENT BABY AND MOM PRODUCTS 

WITH SYMPATHY FLORAL / GOURMET 

MOVING IN WELCOME GIFTS 

YOUR BUSINESS IMAGE CORPORATE GIFTS 

★ 

Local Delivery To 
Broward & Dade County 
Wire Service. We Ship Anywhere In The USA 
Last Minute Orders. All Major Credit Cards 


By Emma Brown 

BRIGHTON — The 

Brighton Pull-Out Program held 
their second school spelling bee 
on May 5. 

The Pull-Out spelling 
bee is conducted similar to a 
regular spelling bee except the 
words given to spell are all 
Creek words. This makes the 
spelling bee much more chal- 
lenging because the students are 
asked to spell words like esco- 
neckv (truck), nakhoce (paper), 
emaliketv (clan), and oponayet 
(talk). 

Traditionally a word is 
spelled like it sounds, but that 
is not the case with Creek 
words. Students were given 
study sheets and were asked to 
study the words to prepare for 


Emma Brown 

(L-R) 2nd grade winners- Trista Osceola, Tyra Baker, and Donovan 
Osceola. 


954 - 921-6200 

2701 Hollywood Blvd. 
Hollywood, FL 

www.hooraysfromhollywoodxom 


Gourmet Gift Baskets 
And Goodies 




Pull-Out Holds School Spelling Bee 


=DR. RICHARD A. NORMAN 

EXPERT EYE EXAMS 
CONTACT LENSES 

We Carry 

Moat Designer Frames 
Such As: 

Cazal * Caviar * Christian Dior 
Prada * Versace * Versus * CK 
Burberry • Li z Claiborne 
Ralph Lauren * And Many More... 

Friendly} Courtlous & Knowledgeable Staff 

Same location for over 22 years 

Wa Accept Seminole Tribe Referrals & Many Insurances 


Or. Hichard A- Norman 
<4® 7 "1 S _ LJnlvi^rsity Or. 
Oavief Florida 
Tel; 105^1 434-4S7 -1 

On fcHe edrnor of Griffin Bd. 5 Unlvcroty Or. 

In thd Publix Sopping Pluca 



1. Sam Jones - A Very Important Figure 
in Seminole History * White Chocolate 5 
Raspberry 

2. Billy Bowlegs - Lead the Seminoles in 
the 3rd Seminole War - Dark Chocolate & 
Caramel 

3. Remember the Clans! - All 9 Clans: 
Otter Bear. Snake, Panther, Big Town, 
Bird, Deer, Wind and the extinct Alligator - 
iced Lattes 

4. Josie Billie - One of the Strongest 
Medicine Men of the Seminole Tribe - 
Dark Chocolate & Hazelnut 

5. Ingram Billie - Brother of Josie, also a 
Powerful Medicine Man - Vanilla & 
Hazeinut 

6. Laura Mae Osceola - Instrumental in 
getting Federal Recognition of the 
Seminole Tribe - Dark Chocolate & 
Banana 

7. Joe Dan Osceola - Youngest elected 
President & First Ambassador - Almond & 
Dark Chocolate 

8. Fred Smith - Longest serving Tribal 
President - Dank Chocolate & Mint 

9. Jim Shore - Longtime General Legal 
Counsel of the Seminole Tribe - Dark 
Chocolate & Raspberry 

1 0 . Betty M ae J u m per - First 
Chairwoman of the Seminoles - Apple & 
Cinnamon 

11. James Billie ■ Longest Serving 
Elected Chairman of the Tribe - Vanilla <£ 
Caramel 


Cappuccino • Lattes • Espresso 



Serving Fresh 
Breakfast Items 


Salads & Sandwiches 

Open 5 Days 
Nlon-Fri: 8 a.m, -3 p.m. 

Located at the Seminole Tribe 
Headquarters in the 2nd floor lounge! 

Owned & Operated by 
Members of the Seminole Tribe 
Gem Thorpe Osceola 
Linda C. Osceola 

Full Service Distribution Available,,, 
Office Buildings, Hotels , Resturants 

954-600-6484 or 
800-683-7800x1186 


12. Priscilla Sayen - Long time 
Respected Tribal Secretary - Irish Cream 
& Hazelnut 

13. Howard Tiger - First Military person 
Elected President, Organized sports 
programs for the Seminole Youth - Dark 
Chocolate 

14. Mitchell & David Cypress - Brothers 
and Leaders from the Big Cypress 
Reservation - White Chocolate & Caramel 

15. David DeHass - Hollywood 
Representative - Board - Dark Chocolate 
& Coconut 

16. Moses Osceola - President of the 
Seminole Tribe - Irish Cream & Dark 
Chocolate 

17. Roger Smith - Brighton 
Representative - Council - Dark Chocolate 
& Vanilla 

18. Paul Bowers - Big Cypress 
Representative - Board - Caramel & 
Hazeinut 

19. Johnny Jones - Brighton 
Representative - Board - Dark Chocolate 
& Preline 

20. Howard Tommie - 2 Term Elected 
Chairman, introduced Seminole Bingo - 
Dark Chocolate £ Honey 

21. Mike Tiger - Former Director of Indian 
Health Svs & current Treasurer ■ Half and 
Half Sugar and whipped cream 

22. Winifred Tiger - Helped Seminote 
Youth stay in School, graduate and go to 
college. - English Toffee & Vanilla 
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MENTION THIS AD FOR $1,000 SEMINOLE TRIBUNE DISCOUNT 
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OVER 175 TOR QUALITY USED 

SOME EXAMPLES: 


TO 


2001 VOLKSWAGEN PftSSAT 
2001 VOLKSWAGEN NEW BEETLE 

1999 VOLKSWAGEN CABftlQ 
2001 TOYOTA TRUCK TACOMA 
2001 TOYOTA TRUCK 4RUNNER 
2003 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER 
2001 TOYOTA SC-LARA 

2003 TOYOTA COROLLA 
2001 TOYOTA RAW 

2003 TOYOTA HlGHLAW0£H 
20W TOYOTA CAMRY 

2004 SUZUKI VERONA 

2003 SATURN VUE 

2004 PONTIAC GRANT} AM 

1992 PONTIAC GRAND AM 
1997 PONTIAC SUNFIRE 
1997 PONTIAC SUNFIRE 
1990 PLYMOUTH ACCLAIM 

2001 (MOBILE AURORA 

1993 GLDSMO0ILE BRAVADA 
1993 OLDSMOfilLE CIERA 
1986 DLDSMGBILt DELTA flB 

2005 NISSAN TRUCK PATHFINDER 
2005 NISSAN TRUCK MO RANG 
2005 NISSAN TRUCK MRANC 
1993 NISSAN TRUCK PATHFINDER 

2002 NISSAN ALTO 

2003 NISSAN ALTO 
2005 NISSAN ALTO 

2004 NISSAN BENTRA 
2004 NISSAN SENTRA 

2000 MITSUBISHI M0HTER0SPDRT 

2004 MITSUBISHI LANCER 
2003 MITSUBISHI GALANT 
2003 MITSUBISHI DUTLANOER 
1997 MITSUBISHI MIRAGE 

2005 MERCURY THUCK MOUNTAINEER 


2006 MERCURY TRUCK MARINER 

2001 MERCURY SABLE 
1993 MERCURY COUGAR 

2002 MERCURY GRAND MARQUIS 
2002 MAZDA MELLDflA 

2002 MAZDA 626 
2005 MAZDA TRIBUTE 
2005 MAZDA 5 

2002 MAZDA MAZDA MPVES 

2003 MAZDA PROTEGE 

1999 MAZDA MIATA 

2003 LINCOLN TRUCK NAVIGATOR 

2004 LINCOLN THICK AVIATOR 
1939 LINCOLN TOWN CAR 

2005 LINCOLN TOWN CAR 

2003 XI A SEDOVA 
2005 XIA OPTIMA 
2005 KIA OPTIMA 

1992 JEEP TRUCK WRANGLER 
2001 JEEPCHEHOKEE 

2004 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 
2004 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 
2004 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 

2000 JEEP CHE ROKEE 

2001 JEEPCHEHOKEE 

2001 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 

2002 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 

1993 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 

2002 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 

2003 JEEP LIBERTY 
2002 WYUN0A! SONATA 

2004 HYUNDAI ACCBfF 
2002 HYUNDAI SANTA FE 

2004 HYUNDAI ACCENT 

2005 HYUNDAI SANTA FE 

2006 HUM MEH 
2002 HONDA ACCORD 


2005 HONDA CIVIC 

2005 HONDA ACCORD 
1999 GMC JIMMY 
1999 GMC YUKON 
2003 GMC SIERRA 1S0O 

2002 GMC SIERRA 1500 
2D01 GMC SONOMA 

2006 GMC YUKON 
m GMC QK1500 

2003 FORD TRUCK MAB 

2001 FORD TRUCK FI 50 
1997 FORD TRUCK EXPLORER 

2002 FORD TRUCK F353 

2002 FORD TRUCK FUS'D 
1999 FORD TRUCK F550 
4991 FORD TRUCK EXPLORER 

2003 FORD TRUCK FI 59 
2002 FORD TRUCK RANGER 

2002 FORD TRUCK FT S3 

2003 FORD TRUCK m 
2005 FORD TRUCK F350 
2002 FORD TRUCK F-450 
1999 FORD TRUCK FI 53 
2002 FORD TRUCK EXPLORER 

2002 FORD TRUCK FT5D 

2003 FORD TRUCK EXPEDITION 

2001 FORD TRUCK F150 

2002 FORD TRUCK EXPEDITION 
2005 FORD TRUCK 856 

1935 FORD TRUCK F25D 
1999 FORD TRUCK EXPLORER: 

2004 FORD TRUCK EXPLORER 
2004 FORD TRUCK F3EO 
2002 FORD TRUCK FT 53 

2004 FORD TRUCK f 150 

2005 FORD TRUCK EXPLOR ER 
2005 FORD TRUCK EXPLORE R, 


2002 FORD TRUCK EXPEDITION 
1 996 FORD TRUCK EXPLORER 

2003 FORD TRUCK F350 
2002 FORD TRUCK WINOSTAR 
2002 FORD TRUCK F150 

2005 FORD TRUCK EC0N0UHE E350 
! 993 FORD TRUCK HANGER 
2002 FORD TRUCK FZK 

1996 FORD TRUCK EXPLORER 

2002 FORD TRUCK FlSO 

2001 FORD TRUCK F2iO 

2003 FORD TRUCK EXCURSION 

2002 FORD TRUCK RANGER 

2003 FORD TRUCK ESCAPE 

2001 FORD TRUCK FI SO 
2009 FORD TRUCK EXCURSION 

2002 FORD TRUCK EXPEDITION 

1998 FORD TRUCK EXPLORER 
1993 FORD TRUCK F250 
m FORD TR UCK EXPEDITION 

2004 FORD TRUCK F150 

2005 FORD TRUCKED 
2002 FORD TRUCK EXPEDITION 

2002 FORD TRLCKF1SO 

1 997 FORD TRUCK F25Q 

1999 FORD TRUCK WINOSTAR 

2003 FORD TRUCK WIND-STAR 
1995 FORD TRUCK WINOSTAR 

2000 FORD TRUCK FI 50 
1999 FORD TRUCK WINDSTAH 
2005 FORD TAURUS 

2004 FORD FOCUS 

2002 FORD FOCUS 

29C3 FORD CROWN VICTORIA 

2003 FORD FOCUS 

2001 FORD FOCUS 
2903 FORD FOCUS 


FROM! 

m FORD FOCUS 

1997 FORD CONTOUR 

2005 FORD TAURUS 
20® FORD TAURUS 
1997 FORD THUNDER BIRD 

1999 FORD ESCORT 

2304 DODGE TRUCK RAM PiTJ 1500 

2002 DODGE TRUCK RAM P/U 2500 

m DODGE NEON 

m DODGE NEON 

2006 DODGE MAGNUM 
20(5 DODGE DURANGO 
m DODGE DURANGO 
2301 DODGE STRATUS 
2D01 DODGE DUHANGQ 
2006 CHRYSLER 300 
m CHRYSLER VOYAGER 

2301 CHRYSLER 300M 
2006 CHRYSLER 300 
2005 CHRYSLER 300 
2005 CHRYSLER 300 
23G4 CHRYSLER SEEHING 
2303 CHRYSLER CONCORDE 
200JOfRYSLEP.PT CRUISER 
2I02 CHRYSLER PT CRUISER 

2003 CHRYSLER SEEPING 
20® CHRYSLER CONCORDE 

2302 CHRYSLER SCARING 
2335 CHRYSLER FT CRUISER 

2334 CHEVROLET TRUCK TRA1LBLAZER 
23C4 CHEVROLET TRUCK SILVERADO m 

2002 CHEVROLET TRUCK TAHOE 
200OCHEVROLET TRUCK SILVERAD0 1500 

2000 CHEVROLET TRUCK S10 PICKUP 
1999CHEVH0UTTRUCKS1CPICKUP 

2003 CHEVROLET TRUCK S 1 0 PICKUP 
1997 CHEVRCLETTRUCK VENTURE 


MANY HARD TO FIND VEHICLES LIKE. ..EXCURSIONS, WRANGLERS, 
DIESELS. CREW CABS. PT CRUISERS, MAGNUMS, BMWS & LOTS MORE! 



*** 


525 NW AVE L 
BELLE GLADE 


LINCOLN MERCURY 


,, 800 - 909-8915 

^ xZ&z* www.gladesmotors.com 



PHsCERLUS ^AX TAG * FEES.* WTH APPROVED CflEDIT ‘52,000 DOWN SOVETiVES LESS ^OR GUARANTEED ^NANGitvS DEALER NOT RESPONSIBLE FOP TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS SEE GEALEP FOR COMPLETE DETAILS QMGfiO&;: 
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2006 

Seminole Tribe 
Sports Festival 


Thursday, May 25, 2006 

Banquet 

Bonaventure Resort 
Global Ballroom A 
6:30 pm 


Friday, May 26, 2006 

Pool 

Bonaventure Resori 
Global Ballroom C1D 
Men's/ Women's 8-Ball 
$10 Entry Fee 
Register 10:00- f 1 :00 am 
Shoot (5' 1 12:00 pm 
* 

Bowling 

Pembroke Pines AMF 
Bowling Lanes 
Teams -12- 9:00 p.m, 

$64,00 per A Person Team 
* 

Co-Ed Slow Pitch Softball 

Hollywood Recreation Softball Complex 
To Register a Team Call (954] 989-9457. 
Registration Fee $250.00 per team 

Saturday, May 27, 2006 

Pool 

Bonaventure Resort 
Global Ballroom C & D 
Men's/ Women's Team 8-Ball 
$10 Entry Fee Per Person 
Register 1 0:00 - 1 ) :QG am 
Shoot @ 1 2:00 pm 
* 

Bowling 

Pembroke Pines AMF 
Bowling Lanes 
Singles - 1 2 - 9:00 p.m. 

$16.00 per Person 

*> 

Co-Ed Slow Pitch Softball 

Hollywood Recreation Softball Complex 
To Register a Team Coll (954) 989-9457. 
Registration Fee $250.00 per team 


Sunday, May 28, 2006 

Pool 

Bonaventure Resort 
Global Ballroom C & D 
Men's/ Women's 9- Ball 
$10 Enlry Fee 
Register 1:00 - 2:00 pm 
Shoot -q: 2: 1 5 pm 
* 

Bowling 

Pembroke Pines AMF 
Bowling Lanes 

Men & Women's Doubles 
Mixed Doubles 
1 2 - 9:00 p.rn. 

$32.00 per Team 

4 * 

Golf 

Bonaventure Country Club 
4 Man Blind Draw 
Register 8:00’ a.m. 

9:00 a.m. - 18 Hole Shot Gun Start 
$20 Entry Fee Per Person 

Monday, May 29, 2006 

Golf 

Bonaventure Country Club 
3 Person Teams 
Bring Your Own Team! 

$20 Entry Fee Per Person 
Register 8:00 a.m. 


9:00 a.m, - 18 Hole Shot Gun Start 
See Map For Directions 
Have a Safe Trip Home! 



Ethan Cypress Plays In All-Star Football Game 


By Kenny Bay on 

PLANTATION, FL — 

Seminole Tribal citizen and 
Hollywood resident Ethan 
Cypress was chosen to play in 
the Broward County allstar foot- 
ball game, which was held in 
early December. The nine year 
old played nose guard on defense 
in the game at American 
Heritage. 

He played the season at 
Pembroke Pines Optimist. Ethan 
has only played two years of 
football. 

“It was a reward for me. 
I thought I had a pretty good 
year,” said Ethan. “I was a little 
nervous when the game began 
but once I started playing I was- 
n’t anymore. It felt great.” 

His parents, Katie and 
Jason Cypress are his biggest 
fans. They said they make it to 
every one of his games. 

“Ethan’s best attribute is 
his desire,” said mom Katie. 



Ethan Cypress 


“He will go outside and just 
shoot the basketball before 
school and even on the weekends 
on his own. I have to go outside 
and get him personally because 
he will just stay there all night if 
we let him.” 

Ethan is a second grade 
student at Hollywood Christian. 
His favorite subjects in school 
are math and language. Other 
sports he participates in include 
baseball and basketball. 

He plays on a 10 and 
under baseball team for the 
Hollywood Seminoles. As for 
basketball, he plays a 1 0 and 
under at Big Cypress reservation. 
He enjoys watching sports and 
cartoons on the television. 

He loves to eat spaghetti 
and pizza. He listens to country 
music such as George Strait and 
Alan Jackson. His favorite 
movies are the comical “Scary 
Movie” series. 


Men’s Basketball League Play Wraps Up 


By Kenny Bay on 

HOLLYWOOD — The 

Hollywood men’s league wrapped up there 
league play on April 20. The night began 
with the number one ranked horseman 
team playing the fourth ranked Cavs team. 

The Horseman took a 39-27 half 
time lead with the scoring outside scoring 
of Quinn James who hit four three pointers 
and inside power game of Marvin 
Augustine who scored nine which included 
some power dunks. The Cavs were led by 
Jarron Jones, who had 13 first half points. 

The second half was more of the 
same as the Cavs attempted to make it a 
close game with the help of Jones nine sec- 
ond half points but it was the top ranked 
Horseman who showed their muscle with 
Sharod Hernandez’s 15 second half points 
leading the surge and pulled away with a 
70-55 victory and secured their spot in the 
finals. 

The second game was to play 
their way into the finals against the top- 
ranked North team. It pitted the third 
ranked Hollywood Sem Rec team against 
the second ranked ECC. ECC came out on 
fire and took a quick 14-2 lead with only a 


few minutes into the game. 

This is when Sem Rec woke up 
from their sleep and rampaged ECC with a 
1 9 point turn around to take a nine point 
halftime lead 47-38. 

Led by long range sharpshooter 
Tony Heard’s 19 and both Jerome Davis 
and Marl Osceola chipped in with nine 
first half points. ECC was led by James 
Winford 17 first half points. 

The second half began with Sean 
Doherty hitting back to back threes while 
Tony Heard kept up his long range attack 
with 1 1 but it was Jerome Davis that led 
the charge with 21 second half points. 
James Winford finished with 32 points. 

The second half was just a close 
battle that turned into a blow out as Sem 
Rec dominated the second ranked ECC 93- 
73 and make their way to the champi- 
onship game. 

The championship game was set 
as the top ranked Horseman and third 
ranked Sem Rec face off for the title. Sem 
Rec came out on fire as Tony Heard led the 
team with 1 1 and Jerome hit for 1 0 first 
half points but it was the balanced offense 
of the Horseman that gave them the 38-35 


halftime lead. They were led by Cherry 
Robbins 1 1 and Maurice Troupe eight first 
half points. 

The second half was a whole dif- 
ferent story as Big Moe began the half by 
scoring nine out of the first 12 points. After 
that it was the Sem Rec’s three point bar- 
rage that put them out in front as Carlos, 
Tony, Sean and Big Moe hit a string of 6 
straight threes. 

The Horseman made a furious 
comeback as Maurice Troupe found his 
long distance strike and hit four three 
pointers but then Tony hit six out of the 
next eight points. 

The Horseman came back to cut 
the lead to one point. Sem Rec had to go to 
the foul line and make free throws to ice 
the deal. They made 1 1 straight to come 
away with an 84-79 victory. 

Tony finished with 26 points fol- 
lowed by Big Moe with 1 6 but it was the 
swarming defense by the rest of the team 
which included Jerome Davis, Marl 
Osceola, Pete Osceola, Carlos Adamson 
and Sean Doherty to come away with the 
championship. 



Photo by Quincy Maree Sampson 


Mr. Maisonet and Everett Youngblood stand 
proudly, as he shows certificate. 


Tribal Citizen Competes in Tae Kwon Do 


On Feb. 20 Everett 
Youngblood, son of Kelly and 
Kimberly Youngblood of the Brighton 
Seminole reservation, enrolled in the 
Luis Maisonet Tae Kwon Do in Moore 
Haven, Fla. 

At first Everett seemed to be 
a little shy, but soon overcame that 
shyness as Mr. Maisonet a third degree 
black belt and also owner and chief 
instructor worked during the training 
cycle. Using basic exercises and prop- 
er techniques, Everett sure caught on 
pretty fast and learned his form and 
one step in no time. 

On March 18, the Tae Kwon 
Do America held its National 
Tournament in Orlando, Fla. with stu- 
dents from all across the country 


coming to compete. In the Jr. Division 
for white belts Everett received a gold 
medal in sparring and a copper medal, 
(for fourth place) in forms. 

Everett did an outstanding job 
considering this is his first tournament 
and he only had 3 weeks of training. 

On April 7 Everett passed the 
belt rank testing and received his yel- 
low belt. He also received the outstand- 
ing athlete award, given to him by Mr. 
Maisonet for his outstanding perform- 
ance and dedication for this training 
cycle. 

Keep up the good work 
Everett! ! ! 

Love, 

Mom, Dad and Daylon 


Behind on your bills? 

Seeking help to become financially stable? 

Look no further, we can Help! 
Thousands available with No Obligations or 
Upfront Fees Attached. 

Call Now! 

1 (888)300-8190 



24 Hours 
Emergency 
Service 


GW Velasquez 

Tel: 954-463-2227 * Fax: 954-463-2228 


Hablamos 




m 






m . June 9th & I Oth, 2006 

■: Singlet 

4* Entry Fee S25 Per Person - Per Day 

s Bank tiding Aimed! 

Friday- Beein Pithing @ Noon - Wafihm@fo.mS- @ .Wk 

Saturday- Begin fishing @ Safe light - Weigh in § 3p.ni.' 

Tribal Member*. Spouse*. & Employee* 

Anything Goes 

(Gar. Bass, Brim. Catfish, Mudfish, Talapia, & Oscar.) 

Bass will be scored as Biggest & Total Weight. 

Limjt is 5 B ags Per Day! fjggjg.,. 



For More Infon 
The B.C Gymnasium 



Payouts Daily In 

ALL Categories! 
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N.I.A.A. Basketball Tournament 


By Tony Heard 

HOLLYWOOD — April 21 was 
the day all the action would begin this year 
for the Indian National Basketball tourna- 
ment. Hosted this year by the Tribal 
Council and Recreation department, every- 
one was looking forward to great games all 
weekend. The brackets this year consisted 
of a few new teams, but many of the teams 
that participate every year. 

The N.I. A. A basketball touma- 


F.R.O.G matched up with each other in 
first round action play. This game was 
face-paced and full of three pointers and 
fast breaks. Sundown looked good in the 
first half, but F.R.O.G controlled the sec- 
ond half. 

More bodies on the bench meant 
more rest for the F.R.O.G team, and they 
used it to their advantage. They pushed the 
ball down the floor every time they could, 
even on made baskets a lot of the time. The 



Lila Osceola 


Seminole Rec plays defense on a red hot Itausha team in the championship game. 


schedule was Trail Kings versus MBCI in a 
game that was sure to be intense and up 
tempo. The MBCI team came out and went 
on a 14-2 run to begin the game and held 
onto that lead the entire game. Around the 
nine minute mark in the second half Trail 
Kings looked as though they wanted to 
chop away at the lead and make a game of 
it. 

Then two Trail King turnovers 
and two MBCI three-pointers pushed the 
lead to a distance that Trail Kings could 
not recover from. The win sets up a match- 
up between MBCI and Razorsharp in the 
next round. 

On the other side of the bracket 
Seminole Rec met up with the Southside 
Shockers, a team comprised of local 
natives and a few guys from out of town 
also. The Seminole Rec team was pretty 
consistent with the players they had on the 
roster, with the addition of two players. 

The game started off fast-paced 
and wild, the Seminole Rec team came out 
playing tenacious defense and caused the 
Shockers to commit turnovers. The 
Shockers made a valiant effort by going 
on a few runs but could never string 
together defensive stops. Seminole Rec 
withstood the runs by the Shockers to 
claim their first victory. 

The game following that was the 
Brighton team and Itausha men taking the 
court. Itausha had all the size and the 
Brighton team possessed majority of the 
speed. It was interesting to see how the 
two teams were going to try and use their 
strengths to their advantage to claim this 
win. 



Brighton wanted to push the ball 
down the court and try to score baskets 
before the Itausha defense got set up. This 
worked for the first 12 minutes of the game 
then Itausha began to hustle back on 
defense, stopping the easy buckets, and 
throwing the ball inside. 

The second half belonged to 
Itausha, they stayed with their game plan 
of throwing the ball inside and crashing the 
offensive boards. This formula proved to 
be the one that would sent Brighton to the 
loser’s bracket. Itausha advanced and had 
to face Seminole Rec the next round of 
play. 

On the road to the championship 
Team Arizona and team F.R.O.G were 
ready to battle it out to see who would 
move on to the semi-finals. Both of these 
teams are athletic, fiery on 
defense, and pass the ball 
well. It was nip and tuck 
pretty much the entire 
game; no one could get an 
edge up on the other team. 
Then midway through the 
second half F.R.O.G buck- 
led down and made a few 
good defensive plays that 
ended up being the decid- 
ing factor in the game. 

Each team had 
made big shots to keep 
the game close, but Team 
Arizona fell into a minor 
drought and couldn’t 
make a shot for about two 
and half minutes. F.R.O.G 
rebounded the ball well, 
took care of the ball on 
offense, and took control 
of the game during that 
span. Those couple of 
Kenny Bayon minutes allowed them to 

Seminole Rec sponsored team brought home 2nd place after getting 3rd place the year before. pull away a little bit, and 

come away with the nar- 
row win to stay in the 


ment is a one that brings many different 
types of natives all over United States, 
together to have fun and play this wonder- 
ful sport. Many teams play in other tourna- 
ments and leagues all year long to prepare 
for this tournament. 

Others simply get a few guys 
together, make travel arrangements, and go 
play some ball. Either way, the weekend of 
this tournament always brings a lot of 
excitement and intensity 

The brackets this year on the 
women’s side consisted of eight teams; 
Team Arizona, Lady Swoosh, F.R.O.G, 
Sundown, Quickfire, A&M, Seminole Rec. 
and the Panthers. All the ladies came to 
represent their respective tribe, state and 


game had reached the eight minute mark 
the Sundown ladies couldn’t get down the 
floor anymore. F.R.O.G were scoring lay- 
ups, whether on the fast break or from pen- 
etration in the half court. 

The Sundown ladies were fatigued 
and winded, they could not take care of the 
ball or keep the other team from scoring. 
This resulted in F.R.O.G getting the win 
and advancing on to face Team Arizona in 
the next round. 

The final first round game on the 
women’s side of the bracket was Seminole 
Rec versus Panthers. 

The Panthers made their first three 
shots, unfortunately the Seminole Rec team 
was already up by twelve before that hap- 



team. All of the first round match-ups were 
good games. 

Team Arizona got a convincing 
win over Lady Swoosh and advanced to 
the next round. Team Arizona came out 
and seemed more focused and ready to 
play by rotating and getting defensive 
stops, and moving the ball crisp and effi- 
cient on the offensive end. Lady Swoosh 
made them work for the win but Team 
Arizona was up to the challenge. 

Quickfire got off to a quick start 
and captured a victory over A&M on the 
other side of the bracket. Quickfire thought 
they had an easy win but A&M fought 
back to make it interesting until about three 
minutes to go. The game was back and 
forth, it seemed as though neither team 
could play defense. Granted both teams 
were playing good on offense, moving the 
ball well and making shots. 

Quickfire went on a surge that 
sealed the win for them and moved them 
on to the next round. Sundown and 


pened. Panthers played until the end, but 
the Seminole Rec team controlled the game 
from the tip until the final whistle. By 
earning this win the Seminole Rec team 
moved on to face Quickfire in the next 
round. 

On the men’s side of the bracket 
Big Cypress and Razorsharp got the pleas- 
ure of matching up against each other. The 
game was not full of many surprises, just 
good basketball. Both teams were moving 
the ball on offense, driving to the hole and 
finishing the play or passing it out to a 
teammate for a shot. 

Razorsharp had a few more shoot- 
ers than B.C. and got a few defensive stops 
and went on a barrage of runs that gave 
them a commanding lead with five minutes 
left to play in the game. 

B.C. played hard but was simply 
outmatched this time around. Razorsharp 
got the victory and now waited to see who 
their opponent would be. 

The next guys’ game on the 


Kenny Bayon 

Itausha, California team stole the championship from hometown team, after coming out of loser’s 
bracket. 


winner’s bracket. 

On the other side of the bracket 
Seminole Rec and Quickfire were two 
teams that are familiar with each other 
always play each other tough. This game 
followed the pattern of the last game, a 
very high intensity level and a lot of 
action. Quickfire tried to press some in the 
first half but the Seminole Rec team was 
not letting it effect them. Two or three 
passes and Seminole Rec was shooting an 
easy shot. This was the main reason the 
game stayed so close-because Seminole 
Rec was not stepping up to the task on the 
defensive end. 

The second half was much differ- 
ent. The Quickfire team brought the defen- 
sive pressure back to halfcourt to keep 
Seminole from getting more easy baskets. 
Seminole Rec could not take care of the 
ball and began to miss shots that they were 
making in the first half. Quickfire had con- 
trol and then Seminole Rec came roaring 
back, only down one with less than 30 sec- 
onds to go. 

Moving the 
ball and looking for an 
opportunity to score, a 
turnover is what hap- 
pened. Quickfire 
trapped the ball, got the 
steal, and got fouled 
going in for the score. 
The player stepped up 
made the freethrows and 
then Quickfire went 
down to the defensive 
end and got a huge 
defensive stop to steal 
the win for them. 

On the other 
side of the spectrum the 
men were ready to play 
and compete to keep 
moving forward and get 
closer to claiming the 
championship. 
Razorsharp and MBCI 
faced off and had a 
heated match-up. Both 
teams had size and 
speed, and both teams 
had players that could 


put the ball in the hole from anywhere. were more patient and careful with the 
This game was going to be determined by ball. 

which team played better defense and Fatigue may have had something 



SE^INi 


Seminole Rec had a good run, but fell short and placed Runner-up. 


which team took care of the ball better. 

Throughout the game each team 
had its respective scoring runs, but in the 
end it was the MBCI team that put together 
a few stops and made a couple more key 
shots. This enabled them to pull out the 
win and move onto the semi-final round 
where they would face the Seminole Rec 
squad. 

The Seminole Rec team made it to 
the semi-finals by way of defeating Itausha 
in a close hard-fought game. Seminole Rec 
simply moved the ball better and made 
shots. Itausha played well but missed a lot 
of shots in the second half that surely had 
an effect on the outcome of the game. 

Great sportsmanship was displayed and 
both teams played with tremendous energy. 

The women’s side of things was 


to do with that, but neither team was run- 
ning as much this time around. The game 
was still full of great plays and huge shots 
from both teams. Seminole Rec fought 
hard but the combination of speed, defense, 
and rebounding is what won the game for 
Quickfire. 

Relentless on the boards Quickfire 
was getting at least two or three shots each 
possession. That was only if they were not 
throwing the ball long for a fast break. In 
the end Seminole Rec didn’t have enough 
bodies to compete with the running style of 
Quickfire. Granted Seminole Rec played 
them tight and made Quickfire work for 
the win. Quickfire was the better team this 
time around and played like it in the cham- 
pionship game. 

The men’s championship was a 



Kenny Bayon 


Quickfire took the championship back to Oklahoma for 2006. 


getting wild, F.R.O.G and Quickfire were 
ready to face off in the semis and this was 
a match-up many spectators were looking 
forward to F.R.O.G jumped out to a big 
lead by shooting the ball unbelievable from 
the three point arch. Quickfire was not 
going to let the game get out of hand so 
they decided to begin sinking shots from 
long range too. Back and forth they went 
each team waiting for the one chance to 
pull away. 

The way these two teams were 
shooting the ball from long range, no lead 
was safe. Quickfire went on a surge late to 
get a slight cushion; F.R.O.G tried to 
comeback but didn’t get the shots 
to drop late in the game. Quickfire 
held on for the win and moved on 
to play in the championship game. 

The men’s semi-finals 
was a match-up that is always 
heated and intense, Seminole Rec 
was playing MBCI to see who 
advances to play in the champi- 
onship. The game was like a track 
meet, both teams were trying to 
get the ball up and down the court 
like there was a fire drill going on. 

Sporadic at times, both teams 
turned the ball over a bit more 
than usual and missed shot they 
usually make. 

It must have been nerves 
because in the second have both 
teams got more focused and began 
looking calmer. MBCI wanted to 
exploit the size difference and 
force the ball inside against the 
undersized Seminole Rec team. 

That planned worked until 
Seminole Rec began doubling the 
big men and the guards for MBCI 
started missing shots on the pass 
out. 

This led to fast break 
points for the Seminole Rec team. 

A few quick baskets gave them an 
edge with the game closing in on the two 
minute mark. Freethrows and taking care 
of the ball ended up being the deciding fac- 
tor in the game. MBCI tried to pull off the 
come-from-behind win, but Seminole Rec 
held them off with team defense and great 
free throw shooting. Seminole Rec collect- 
ed the win and was moving onto the cham- 
pionship game and the MBCI team had to 
take the back door but could still meet 
Seminole Rec again in the finals. 

The championship game between 
Quickfire and Seminole Rec was a rematch 
of an earlier game in the tournament. 
Seminole Rec was looking for revenge and 
Quickfire was looking to stay undefeated. 
The game was not like before; both teams 


battle with Seminole Rec and Itausha tak- 
ing the court. These two teams had also 
faced each other in the tournament, so they 
knew each other a little better now. This 
fact played no role in the way the game 
went. Both team were giving it their all, it 
was obvious neither team wanted to come 
up on the short end of the stick. 

Throughout the game each team 
made mistakes and each team made excel- 
lent basketball plays also. Watch a game 
like this one, one thinks, I sure do hate 
someone has to lose this game. I mean it 
was just a good game to witness, and be a 
part of as a native. As exciting plays kept 


taking place the game was almost over and 
Itausha had pulled away some. 

Seminole Rec stayed determined 
and were within three points with two min- 
utes to go. But the size and shooting of a 
talented Itausha team seemed to be the 
downfall for the Seminole Rec team. They 
could not get over the hump and ended up 
losing to a much deserving Itausha team. 

Awards that were presented incud- 
ed: Sportsmanship: Men’s: Trail Kings, 
Women’s A&M; Hustle: Men’s: Brandon 
Stevens (Itausha), Women’s: Amanda Carlo 
(F.R.O.G); MVP: Men’s: Gary Parker Jr. 
(Itausha), Women’s: Laura Hamilton 
(Quickfire). 



Tony Heard 


Dionne Jacobs protects the ball, while the 
swarming defense of Quickfire traps her in the 
corner. 
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ESSENTIAL APOTHECARY 



VISIT OUR BOOTH AT THE: 
Miccosukee Tribe Arts Festival 
Dec. 26th, 2005 • Jan. 1st, 2006 



*HERB OF THE MONTH* 
Certified Organic* 
Chamomile 
is revered 
for it’s Calming 
Properties. 


1 - 800 - 551-5009 


ESSENTIAL OILS * AROMATHERAPY • HERBS * EDUCATION 
ORGANIC TEA * MASSAGE OIL * SALVES * CLAY * SOAP 
CANDLES ■ PERSONAL CARE PRODUCTS * HOME & OFFICE 
CLEANERS * GIFTS * BOOKS * CONSULTATIONS 
ENVIRONMENTAL MISTING 



ORGANIC TEA HOUSE 

"Stop in for Some Tea and a Healthy Snack Any Time 



Lavender Class 

Learn how to use Lavender for 
Aromatherapy • Lavender as Food 
Home & Personal care products 





"‘Organic Cooking Classes*" Mention this Ad for a 

Learn to Make your own Soap, just $5.00 complimentary sample of 
Please Cali to make Reservations for any of the Classes California White Sage. 



SW 8 St. 
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1 2226 SW 8th Street 
Miami, FL 331 84 
Ph: 305.55 1.5009 
Fax: 305.551. 5690 
www.essentialapothecary.com 


Give the Gift of Healthy living 
to the ones you love. 

We offer a huge array of 
All Natural Products. 
‘GIFT BASKETS AVAILABLE* 
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❖ NAYO 

Continued from page 1 

Tommie along with coaches Carlos 
Adamson, Eddie Redd and Tim Thomas. 
Game 1 vs. Carthridge Boys 
The Hollywood Seminole boys 
were off to a hot start. Greg Carter began 
the game with seven first period points as 
well as baskets by Jerome Davis and 
Deforest Cater to take a 17-7 first period 
lead. The second period was dominated by 
the Seminole defense. Every player from 
the Hollywood Seminole’s made it difficult 
for opposing teams to score points. 

Jerome Davis led the second peri- 
od surge as he made his presence felt by 
driving the ball to the basket. He scored on 
lay-ups and slam-dunks that seemed to take 
the steam out of the opponent. One of the 
dunks was so fierce that it had the entire 
gym on their feet. The dunk was off of an 
offensive rebound over a Carthridge player. 
Jerome made a no look pass to Troy Billie 
to end the half with a 30-17 lead. 

Robert Osceola started the third 
quarter with a three pointer, which was fol- 
lowed by a Kelsey lay-up and two Jerome 
lay-ups. This extended the lead to 18 to 
end the third. Greg began the forth with a 
three but it was the hustle by Joseph 
Osceola that highlighted the period. 

Joseph missed a lay-up but did not 
give up on the play and stole the ball from 
the opposite team. He then quickly passed 
the ball to Greg outside the three point line 
and fired a pass to Jasper Tommie for a 
lay-up. The Seminoles finished with a con- 
vincing 50-34 victory. 

Game 2 vs. Lights out 
The game started with Hollywood 
Seminole’s Greg Carter hitting a three 


pointer. Then, Kelsey Spencer made a lay- 
up followed by Jerome’s back to back lay- 
ups. The defense was up to standard with 
as many steals were converted to points. 
Jerome Davis led the way with a steal that 
led to a thunderous dunk, followed by a 
Jordan steal and lay-up. Deforest Carter’s 
twisting reverse lay-up helped the 
Seminoles go out to a 21-14 first quarter 
lead. 

The second quarter was a team 
effort as Jerome started the scoring with a 
powerful lay-up and foul shot. Greg then 
hits a driving lay-up followed by two 
Kelsey free throws, but its was a full court 
pass by Jerome to Deforest for a lay-up 
with three seconds left to take a 33-20 half- 
time lead. 

Kelsey made a spinning reverse 
lay-up and foul shot followed by three 
Jerome lay-ups to take a commanding 48- 
27third quarter lead. Robert’s lay-up and a 
reverse lay-up by Troy Billie plus a put 
back by Jasper Tommie highlighted the 
fourth quarter and the win by the 
Hollywood Seminole’s. The final score 
was 54-37. 

Game 3 vs. Nighthawks 

The Nighthawks took the early 
lead but, a three pointer by Greg and a lay- 
up by Robert helped tie the game at five to 
end the first. In the second quarter, Jordan 
made a lay-up and a foul shot followed by 
a driving lay-up and two free throws by 
Deforest helped the Seminoles take a 14-13 
halftime lead. 

Jordan started the third quarter 
with a five foot jumper off the glass. Greg 
Carter then hit two jump hook shots in the 
lane. Another jumper by Jordan helped 
extend the lead but it was the steal and 
slam dunk by Jerome that put the crowd on 
its feet. The defense was tough as the 


Nighthawks were held scoreless in the 
quarter. 

The Nighthawks made the first 
five points in the forth to cut the deficit 24- 
20 but the rally was halted by Jordan who 
stole the ball for a lay-up and then nailed a 
three pointer from the corner. Kelsey then 
made a driving lay-up, Deforest hits a three 
pointer, and Joseph Osceola made a long 
jumper to seal the 40-23 victory. Thus giv- 
ing the Hollywood Seminole’s a place in 
the semifinals. 

Game 4 vs. Whatever 

Jordan hit a 10 foot jumper to end 
the first quarter dead locked at 11-11. 
Jerome started the scoring in the second as 
he hit two free throws; Kelsey buried a 
three pointer and two free throws to take 
the lead. Four points by Jerome gave the 
Seminoles a 23-19 half time lead. 

The Hollywood Seminoles took 
control of the game in the third highlighted 
by a Greg put back basket, Joseph three 
pointer, Deforest lay-up and a Jerome three 
pointer. They went into to the forth quarter 
with a 40-3 1 lead. Whatever mounted a 
comeback in the forth as they scored the 
first five points. 

Jerome then hit two free throws 
followed by a spectacular pass by Greg 
between two defenders for a two handed 
lay-up. Then he followed up with a base- 
line jumper. Although the Hollywood 
Seminoles had the lead, the pesky team 
from North Carolina was not ready to go 
down without a fight as they got within 
four points. 

The Seminoles sealed the deal 
with a lay-up by Deforest and two Jerome 
free throws to seal the victory. The Final 
score was Hollywood Seminoles 5 1 and 
Whatever 47. 

The final was a rematch against 


Whatever, which won their way back from 
the losers bracket-their only loss was to 
the Seminole boys earlier in the tourna- 
ment. However, since the tournament was 
a true double elimination tournament and 
the Seminole went into the game undefeat- 
ed, they would have to lose twice not to 
win the championship. 

The game started with a hustle 
rebound by Kelsey who in turn passed it to 
Jerome then passed it back to Kelsey for 
the three point bucket. Kelsey hit another 
three to go take the early lead. A Greg 
three pointer gave the Seminole the 10-9 
first quarter lead. The second quarter had a 
few highlights. Such as a Deforest lay-up, 
defensive block shot by Greg, which led to 
a lay-up by Kelsey and a three pointer by 
Deforest with 10 seconds left till halftime. 
Hollywood Seminoles took a 27-19 lead at 
halftime against team Whatever. 

The second half was a different 
story as Whatever played tough defense 
and with the help of players Josh Crowe 
and Kyle Lossiah. They lead a furious 
comeback in the second half cutting the 
deficit to 8 going into the forth quarter. A 
lay-up by Deforest put the Seminoles up 
five with three minutes left in the game. 

With one minute left, Whatever 
closed the gap and eventually tied the 
game with thirty seconds left. Kelsey made 
a free throw to go up one and giving them 
the lead. With eight seconds left in the 
game, Whatever ’s Josh Crowe drove the 
length of the floor and made a finger-roll 
lay-up for the game winner. The final score 
was 46-45 which set up a rubber match and 
a true Championship game. 

NAYO Championship Game 

The hype was on and there was an 
electric feeling surrounding the Hollywood 
Gymnasium not seen in years. In front of a 


standing room only crowd, the last game of 
the evening was for all of the glory. Robert 
Osceola began the game with a rainbow 
floater followed by a Kelsey Spencer lay- 
up. 

A magnificent behind the basket, 
high off the glass scoop shot by Deforest 
Carter and a bank shot by Robert helped 
the Seminoles take a 9-4 first quarter lead. 

The second quarter saw Jerome 
Davis scored consecutive baskets, one 
being a drifting lay-up followed by a 10 
foot jumper. Jasper Tommie then hit a five 
foot jumper off the glass to score; followed 
by Troy Billie’s strong drive to the basket 
to give the Hollywood Seminole’s a 17-11 
halftime lead. 

The second half began with 
Kelsey being fouled during a three point 
shot. He hit all three free throws. That was 
followed by a foot jumper by Jordan Jones. 
Kelsey scored again with a lay-up followed 
by a put back basket by Jerome. 

Greg Carter drove hard to the bas- 
ket for a lay-up and the Seminoles took a 
commanding 31-20 lead to end the third. 
Jordan started the forth with back to back 
buckets and then Robert followed a missed 
shot for a score. Jerome drove the lane and 
in mid air changed his shot and made a 
spectacular left handed floater. He then fol- 
lowed with an offensive rebound witch 
resulted in a one handed put back. 

Jerome Davis, who not only fin- 
ished with a game high 17 points but led 
the young Seminoles in rebounding, sealed 
the victory with two free throws at the end 
of the game for a 45-35 championship win. 


Lady Seminoles Bring Home the Championship at NAYO 




By Tony Heard 

HOLLYWOOD — On April 
13-15 the annual Native American Youth 
Organization (NAYO) basketball tourna- 
ment was hosted by the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida. The tournament this year did not 
capture the usual amount of team participa- 
tion as in the past years, but still show- 
cased many skilled 
native youth ath- 
letes. 

The boys’ 
side of the bracket 
collected 15 teams 
from various loca- 
tions to come and 
compete and show 
their skills. The 
girls’ side of the 
bracket ended up 
netting 1 6 teams to 
come and compete 
for the champi- 
onship. Teams trav- 
eled from places 
such as New York, 

Alabama, North 
Carolina, and 
Mississippi. Many 
different Tribes 
were represented 
during this tourna- 
ment. 

The 

Seneca, Cherokee, 

Creek, and Choctaw 
tribes were all in 
attendance by their 
youth. The 
Seminole Tribe was 
well represented by 

their youth this year with ball players from 
Hollywood, Brighton, and Big Cypress. 
This event brought 
friends and family 
together to watch 
good basketball. 

The tourna- 
ment committee was 
able to get 
Hollywood 
Christian School 
and Sheridan Hills 
Christian School to 
let us borrow their 
facility for the 
weekend. Although 
the number of teams 
in the tournament 
this year was at a 
small decline, the 
level of talent and 
sportsmanship were 
still apparent. The 
first day of competi- 
tion was intense and 
highly anticipated. 

There were 
two games played 
on Thursday to kick 
off the action, one 
boy’s game and one 
girl’s game. Neither 
one of these games 
was a disappoint- 
ment but everyone 
was looking forward 


to the next two days of hardwood action. 

On April 14 the games began at 9 
a.m. at all three locations. Everything was 
running in a timely fashion and there were 
not any reports of altercations during any 
games or with spectators. The Brighton 
girl’s team played at Hollywood Christian 
against the Lady Blue Devils at nine 


Lady Seminoles 2006 NAYO champions. 


o’clock in the morning. The game was a 
little sloppy, but understandable consider- 


Undefeated Lady Seminoles huddle before game. 


ing the time. Regardless, the Brighton girls 
regained their composure and claimed the 
win to stay on the winners’ side of the 
bracket. 

The next local team to take the 
court would be the Lady Seminoles match- 
ing up against Blue Haze. Both teams 
came ready to play, but the Lady 

Seminoles team 
defensive intensity 
was a bit much for 
the Blue Haze girls 
to handle. Turnovers 
by Blue Haze and 
fastbreak points by 
the Lady Seminoles 
were majority of the 
action that took 
place during this 
game. Lady 
Seminoles collected 
the win and 
advanced. 

There were 
good games taking 
place at every gym, 
unfortunately some 
teams had already 
played twice and 
lost twice. By the 
conclusion of 
Fridays games eight 
of the girl’s teams 
had already been 
eliminated. 

The Lady 

Kenny Bayon Seminoles also 

advanced to the 
championship game 
by winning their 
next three games in 

dramatic fashion. The Stunners is a team 
out of Mississippi that gave the Lady 
Seminoles some 
trouble the past cou- 
ple of years. Every 
time these two 
teams match-up the 
intensity goes 
through the roof. 

When the 

two teams played on 
Friday night the ten- 
sion was in the air 
and not because of 
the game. With 
spectators causing 
trouble for the team 
and some of the 
players not feeling 
well, the odds 
seemed stacked 
against the local 
team. The girls 
stayed focused 
pulled together 
through all the mad- 
ness that was taking 
place, and executed 
in the last three 
minutes to capture 
the much sought 
after victory. 

With the 

Kenny Bayon win, the next morn- 
ing surrounded by 
more drama when 



the assistant coach overslept, thankfully the 
boy’s coach, Carlos Adamson, stepped in 
did a great job, the ladies found themselves 
in the semis. The hard work in practice, all 
the extra sprints, push ups, sit ups and the 
mental tests in practice, all paid off when 
times got rough. 

The ladies have been playing 
together and 
maturing together 
on and off the 
court for almost 
four years. This 
was a major 
advantage when 
chemistry became 
an issue. Having a 
dedicated coach, 
who expects noth- 
ing but the best 
from the girls was 
an advantage. 

Despite losing two 
players and a 
coach, the girls 
took their instruc- 
tions from the 
assistant coach and 
captured another 
win. 

With 

emotions and ten- 
sion running at an 
all-time high, the 
championship 
game was rolling 
around. NAYO is a 
true double elimi- 
nation tournament, 
being the Lady 
Seminoles were 
undefeated, if they 
were to lose the 
other team would 
have to beat them 
again. The fact that 
many of the girls 
were tired, sore, 
and worried about 
other things two 
games would not 
be in their favor. 

The assistant coach 
explained the situ- 
ation to the girls 
and the words got 
through to the team. 

They took the court and demon- 
strated why they are so special. Teamwork, 
hustle, defense, rebounding, sharing the 
ball, and having fun have been the focus 
and foundation of the Lady Seminoles for a 
long time. This was evident during the 
championship game; the Lady Seminoles 
played their game and took the opponents 
out of theirs. Long range threes, diving on 
lose balls, taking charges, and making that 
extra pass are just a few of things that were 
on display by this group of girls. 

The Lady Seminoles left it all on 
the court every game and captured the 
championship. This was the first time in 
history the girls had captured the NAYO 
first place trophy. The celebration was 
massive and the girls very much deserved 
it, considering all the obstacles they had to 
overcome throughout the course of the 


tournament. 

The E.B.C.I girls, from North 
Carolina, respectively went home with the 
runner-up trophy, and the Stunners finished 
third place. This year was definitely one to 
remember because not only did the girls 
claim championship honors but the boy’s 
team also won. With players and coaches 


Carlos Adamson 


from Brighton, Big Cypress, and 
Hollywood it was a combined effort from 
everyone to defeat a very talented Wutever 
team from North Carolina. Although they 
had to play an extra game, the coaching 
staff got the boys prepared and focused on 
the goal. 

Congratulations to all the teams 
that placed this year. But a very special 
Congratulation to the two championship 
teams that represented Seminole Tribe of 
Florida during this tournament. Thank you 
to the coaches from all the different tribes 
who traveled down and competed this year. 
Great job and a special thank you to the 
coaches who led their teams to the champi- 
onship, and hopefully there will be more 
boys and girls championship trophies to 
come. 


Meaghan Osceola shoots lights out during tournamnet. 
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Seminoles Contribute to Fest-A-Bull Celebration 


By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — Most of the meanest and 
angriest bulls bucking cowboys from Brighton, 
Okeechobee, and Naples off their muscular backs 
Saturday night at the Fest-A-Bull April 15 came from 
two Seminole ranches. 

Top cowboys in the South East Bull Riders 
Association (SEB A) from all over the state of Florida 
competed at the Fred Smith Rodeo Grounds but 
behind the scenes Seminole Tribe citizens, Marty 


Johns and Paul Bowers Jr., had a lot to do with mak- 
ing the event this year a spectacular night of rodeo. 

Both are stock contractors who raise special- 
ized breeds of bulls that make this American sport one 
of the most dangerous and popular of them all. The 
rodeo industry depends on just the right kind of bulls, 
and other rodeo stock, to give the rodeo rider a tough 
challenge. 

“Marty brings bulls to rodeos that will throw 
off these cocky, hotshot cowboys,” said a famous 
rodeo clown known as “Hollywood Harris.” He has 
known the Johns family for years going back to when 
his father was a rancher buying cattle from Johns’ dad, 
Josiah. 

Harris and his 12-year-old son, Boogerhead, 
were the clown act of the night. They have been fea- 
tured in television network documentaries and twice 
chosen to perform at the Professional Bull Riders 
(PBR) finals. 

Harris explained the stock contractor’s job is 
to provide bulls that buck a lot, the more they buck the 
better. 

“When the cowboy gets thrown it shows how 
tough Marty’s bulls are,” he said. 

Awarding points to a bull rider is partially 
based on how hard and how furious an angry bull is 
bucking. If helping cowboys earn high scores is the 


job of the stock contractor, then Johns and Bowers Jr., 
did a good job of it at the Fest-A-Bull. 

The announcer Saturday night told the crowd 
that: “Marty Johns is fast becoming one of the best 
stock contractors in the business.” With the up and 
coming Bowers Jr. learning the trade as he works 
alongside Johns, the Seminole Tribe is being well rep- 
resented. 

Johns is one of only three full service rodeo 
stock contractors in the State of Florida. He raises not 
only bucking bulls but wild horses as well. 
He also provides calves for roping. 

Johns stuck his neck out about six 
years ago and made a personal investment 
of time and money in starting his business 
as a rodeo stock contractor, not the kind of 
work just anyone can do. It takes someone 
who knows rodeo and Johns, long before 
managing the Brighton Casino, was riding 
bulls just like his father had done before 
him. Rodeo is in his blood. 

His business, the Marki Rodeo 
Company, also produces rodeos. In addi- 
tion to producing the Fest-A-Bull he pro- 
duces the Josiah Johns Memorial Rodeo, 
one of the richest payouts in the 
Professional Cowboy Association (PCA) 
circuit. 

Johns’ stock is managed and 
tended at his Brighton ranch. Bowers Jr. 
keeps his bulls at Big Cypress near the 
residence of his father, Paul Bowers, Sr. 

He started Bowers Bucking Bulls Rodeo 
about three years ago. 

Raising bulls for rodeo is much 
different than raising cattle for the beef 
market. No pastures for these cattle. These prize bulls 
are fed daily hay and grains and contained in a large 
corral at the Johns’ ranch where they are watched over 
better than most household pets. 

“They eat breakfast before we do,” said 
Johns. They are regularly examined for disease or 
injuries and are run for exercise to keep them muscu- 
lar. “It’s an everyday process,” said Johns. 

A stock contractor invests heavily in buying 
the best breeds that will get a good reputation in the 
rodeo world. 

According to the Breeder’s Connection Bull 
Sales a superior bull can cost more than $25,000, 
depending on its breed and genetics. 

A stock contractor invests heavily in buying 
the best breeds that will get a good reputation in the 
rodeo world. Marki Rodeo Company has a good repu- 
tation for its bucking bulls. His goal is to develop his 
own breed that other stock contractors will want to 
buy. 

“I purchased top of the line bulls this year; 
one with the Page bloodline and some with the 
Plummer bloodline,” said Johns. 

Getting started takes time and experience and 
that is why he is glad to help the young Bowers learn 
the business. Johns said he is grateful to the Seminole 
Tribe for giving him the support he needed to establish 



Seminole Indian 4-H Entering New Phase 


By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — Something new has been 
proposed for Seminole Indian 4-H. Urban youth will 
now have increased opportunities to participate in a 
program that up to now has been mostly tailored just 
for the country youth. 

A progressive proposal to fund the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida’s Extension Indian Reservation 
Program (EIRP) until the year 2010 was praised in 
April as “outstanding” and cited as one of the top two 
of 27 proposals from EIRPs throughout the U.S. “This 
outstanding proposal could be used as a model for oth- 
ers,” was one of the commendable features cited by 
the USD A review panel. 

Through the collaboration of the Seminole 
Tribe’s 4-H Coordinator Polly Osceola Hayes, the 
EIRP agent Michael Bond and the regional Extension 
Program Manager Mitch Flinchum, a dynamic propos- 
al was written and submitted to secure an allocation to 
support the program for the next four years. 

The funds are received by the University of 
Florida to offer extension services to the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida. 

“It gives the Tribe a formal connection to the 
University and it allows the Tribe to host the 4-H pro- 
gram which is authorized through the University’s 
Institute of Food and Agricultural Services 
(UF/IFAS),” said Flinchum who is based in the Belle 
Glade, Fla. Extension offices. 

The propos- 
al includes develop- 
ing new 4-H pro- 
grams at urban reser- 
vations as well as 
continuing support 
for the traditional 
agricultural pro- 
grams. 

“4-H isn’t 
just plows and 
cows,” said Bond. 

Youths on 
all six reservations 
will be offered alter- 
native opportunities 
for personal growth 
and character devel- 
opment. All reserva- 
tions will receive the same opportunities for participat- 
ing in a wider scope of 4-H programs. Even though 
Tampa and Hollywood Reservations are cosmopolitan 
and the newest Ft. Pierce Reservation is urban, some 
youth in these locations will have the opportunity to 
raise animals off- site. 

A 4-H community garden project will be 
established on all reservations although some locations 
might require different types of crops being grown. 

The popular Cape Kennedy NASA education program 
will offer youth the opportunity to work on exciting 
space projects. Community gardens will include plants 
grown in space. 

The Tropicana Public Speaking School 
Enrichment Project will also be offered on all reserva- 
tions. Public speaking is an advantageous career skill 
that can benefit youth in the long term. Art and music 
projects will be offered as well and are expected to 
reach many youth that are currently not 4-H members. 
There are many youth who want the opportunity to 
develop their talents. 

Each curriculum is accompanied by a project 
record book that encourages the youth to learn techno- 
logical knowledge, money and time management, 
responsibility, showmanship and leadership. 

These needs have been identified by Tribal 
elders who are concerned that youth need to be taught 
to manage time and money and to develop their 


human abilities and capabilities. In addition, some 
Elders fear that the Tribe’s economic prosperity will 
contribute to a loss of respect by the youth for their 
land, a resource that with care and stewardship will 
continue to foster the sustainability of the Tribe 
regardless of economic levels. 

Support for these programs is pledged from 
the Seminole Police Department, Family Services, 
Education, and Seminole 4-H departments 

In the mid 1800s the federal government 
gave land to public universities and colleges on the 
condition they would offer agricultural studies and 
mechanic arts. The University of Florida is a Land 
Grant university. 

By the turn of the century university and col- 
lege extension agents began to go to the fields and the 
ranges of the farmers and ranchers of America to pro- 
vide knowledge of modern technologies for successful 
agricultural practices. From this evolved the 
Cooperative Extension Service which also provided 
assistance to rural communities to help improve the 
lives of the rural homemaker and its citizenry with the 
teaching of home economics. 

Land grant universities have a funding part- 
nership with the USD A to hire professors with the 
necessary educational background and professional 
accomplishments to work in rural communities. Thus 
the role of an extension agent is to serve individuals 
and society by producing educational services of value 
to them. 

In recent years the USD A 
created a specific program to meet 
the goals and needs of Native 
American tribes. Different Tribes 
have different requirements and 
this proposal was developed with a 
great deal of input from many eld- 
ers, departments and leaders with- 
in the Seminole Tribe. 

The primary goal of 
cooperative extension nationally is 
to enhance the economic opportu- 
nities for agricultural producers 
and the extension agent will con- 
tinue to offer these services to the 
Tribe’s growers, ranchers and cat- 
tle producers. But in a changing 
world the scope of extension has 
broadened its services to educate and nurture youth at 
risk. 

In the early 1 900s 4-H was founded on the 
principle that if youth were taught the proper ways to 
grow com for increased productivity, they would then 
influence their own families to use the proper methods 
of planting crops for higher yields. 4-H programs 
since then have expanded from traditional agriculture 
projects to include programs suited for urban environ- 
ments. 

Brighton youth once had to join the Glades 
County 4-H to be a 4-H member; the Big Cypress 
youth had to join Hendry County 4-H, and so on with 
each reservation. This separated the Indian youth 
rather than unified them. Polly Osceola led the fight in 
the early 1990s to get the Seminole Tribe of Florida 
recognized by USD A and University of Florida as its 
own “county” and as a result Seminole Indian 4-H 
was bom. 

As the 4-H Coordinator, Osceola has been the 
guiding hand over the growing program. 

“Today we are a unique 4-H program and we 
have really progressed. The Seminole Tribe is fortu- 
nate to have Mitch’s help over the past 19 years as the 
regional Extension Program Manager and Michael is a 
super extension agent and very dedicated,” she said. 
“Both have been pursuing grants to provide the 
Seminole 4-H with new ideas and new projects.” 



Susan Etxebarria 


Polly Hayes, Michael Bond, Mitch Flinchum. 
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Marty Johns, clown Hollywood Harris and his son Boogerhead. 



his business. 

“I wanted to be a stock contractor; the oppor- 
tunity existed and we took the chance. It is a very 
expensive investment to build a herd,” he said. 

When the bulls are big and bad enough they 
can be picked for the Finals where the stock contrac- 
tors win awards as well. Johns and Bowers are mem- 
bers of the PBR and the PCA. 

Providing stock for rodeos almost 
every weekend during the rodeo season is a 
lot of work. For the Fest-A-Bull Johns hired a 
crew of approximately six men who work 
with him throughout the entire day and night. 

These men round up the bulls and horses and 
get them into the cow and horse pens, part out 
the ones headed for the rodeo, load the stock 
on Johns’ gooseneck trailers and tmck them to 
the stock pens at the Brighton rodeo grounds. 

There the livestock are watched over, fed and 
watered until the show starts. After the rodeo, 
the stock is reloaded and returned to their cor- 
rals. 

The best bulls and horses are used 
over again and again in rodeos, especially 
when they become recognized as good buck- 
ers. A bull that likes to buck is good for rodeo. 

For the bull it is just five minutes of fun. 

Some bulls earn a reputation among the cow- 
boys. Tough cowboys want to draw a tough 
bull so they can make a higher score if they 
finish their ride. 


Bowers Jr. said he likes working rodeos, call- 
ing it “a fun and exciting career.” He said he gets to 
travel throughout the state and meet good people, 
make friends that remember him the next time he 
comes to rodeo. 

He said his goal is to create “a herd big 
enough to haul 10 bulls to any event that are good 
enough to buck off the cowboy-or make him win.” 


Susan Etxebarria 


Marty Johns and Paul Bowers Jr 
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Cattle ranchers watch the video sale. 


Annual 2006 Cattle Sale 


By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — The annual 2006 Cattle 
Sale on May 5 was well attended by the Tribe’s cat- 
tle owners who gathered at the Cattle & Land 
Operations Headquarters in Brighton. 

Sales this year are down by 1 0 to 20 cents a 
pound from record highs in 2005. However, Big 
Cypress Board Representative Paul Bowers said the 
price overall is much higher than it was just a few 
years ago, when cattle sold for less than a dollar a 
pound. 

This year’s cattle sale 
ranged from a low of $ 1 a 
pound to a high of $ 1 .27 and 
$1.31, with an average sale of 
$1.19 a pound or more. 

“The sale was not as 
good as we had hoped but we 
did the best we could do raising 
some really good beef cattle 
and we have no control over 
the buyers and what they are 
wanting to pay,” said Bowers. 

Bowers said he didn’t 
know why the market is down 
this year but he said it is still 
pretty good but whether the 
price goes up or down the 
Tribe’s ranchers are still going 
to raise cattle. 

“Cattle ranching is a 
way of life for many Seminole 
families,” he said. 

Cattleman Amos Tiger, 
who works for the State of 
Florida Department of 
Agriculture & Consumer 
Services in the Division of 
Animal Industry, said rising fuel prices could be one 
of the factors in the lower cattle prices. Fuel costs 
have an impact on the crop industry. Feed and grains 
may go up in price as a result. 

“The buyers aren’t buying at today’s calve 
prices which are pretty good. They are buying for 
the futures market. They are hedging on the mar- 
ket,” he said. “Over the years we have come out 
good in the market,” he said. 


This year’s sale prices are still positive. He 
said a man could live on these profits raising a $500 
calf through out the course of the year. 

“Cattle ranching is a little more livable and 
enjoyable now but I just wonder how long it is 
going to last,” Tiger said. 

Tiger said concerns about mad cow disease 
and Japan’s recent ban on import of U.S. cattle are 
also affecting sales even though the Tribe’s herd has 
Electronic Identification (EID). There are still many 
ranchers in Florida, and nation- 
ally, that still have to take the 
first step registering for 
Premises Identification before 
they can get their herds tagged 
with EID. 

Tiger said it is going to 
take time before a uniform 
national EID program will be in 
effect because what works for 
one ranch in one state won’t 
necessarily work for another. 

The cattle sale is an 
annual event where cattle own- 
ers enjoy drawings and prizes 
along with a steak dinner at 
noon. Wonderful prizes of cash, 
gift certificates from Brighton 
Trading Post, Eli’s Western 
Wear, Wal-Mart and Walpole 
Feed, as well as saddles, feed, 
saddle blankets, tools, Indian 
art, and more, were contributed 
by President Moses Osceola, 
and Board Representatives 
Gloria Wilson, Paul Bowers and 
Johnny Jones. Brighton Council 
Representative Andy Bowers 
also contributed cash gifts. 

The video cattle auction announcer, Jim 
Odle, paid special tribute to the Seminole Tribe on 
the nationally televised superior livestock auction 
broadcast via RFD-TV. 

“The Seminole Tribe is doing a great job in 
this industry,” he said. “They have a great health 
program with EIDs. They were the very first Native 
Americans to do video sales.” 



Susan Etxebarria 


President Moses Osceola and Kevin 
Osceola at Cattle Sale. 





The Seminole Tribune 


22 


May 19 g 2006 


Casino Esh-te-may-bee Cheke Setenpokvcuko 


Bon Jovi’s ‘Have a Nice Day’ Tour Stops at Hard Rock 

Only non-stadium venue date on tour in US. 


Submitted by Alina M Viera, Bitner 
Goodman PR 

HOLLYWOOD — New Jersey- 
based rock icon Bon Jovi makes a stop in 
Hard Rock Live at the Seminole Hard Rock 
Hotel & Casino on July 10 at 8 p.m. Tickets 
for the show go on sale April 22 at noon. 

During the past two decades, Bon 
Jovi has earned the respect of the music indus- 
try and the loyalty of legions of fans around 
the globe. They have sold over 100 million 
albums worldwide and, since forming in 1984, 

Bon Jovi has performed more than 2,500 con- 
certs in 50 countries before more than 32-mil- 
lion people. 

Bon Jovi’s latest studio release, 

“Have A Nice Day,” was released in Sept, of 
2005. The album features hit songs “Have A 
Nice Day” and “Who Says You Can’t Go 
Home” and has sold more than three million 
copies worldwide so far. 

Bon Jovi’s world tour began in 
November 2005 and played sold out arenas in 
North America through March. The band just 
completed a sold-out tour of baseball stadiums 
in Japan. The Have A Nice Day tour will be 
continuing through stadiums in Europe this 
May and June before returning to the U.S. 
this summer. Bon Jovi performs on July 10 at Hard Rock Live. 

Tickets cost $400, $300, $200 and 
$100; all seats are reserved and available at 

the Hard Rock Live Box Office, open daily from noon until 7 online at www.ticketmaster.com or charge by phone: Miami- 
p.m. Tickets purchased in-person at the box office will not incur a Dade (305) 358-5885, Broward (954) 523-3309, and Palm Beach 
service charge. (561) 966-3309. 

Tickets also are available at all Ticketmaster outlets Doors open one-hour prior to show start time. 



Country Music Star Gretchen Wilson at Hard Rock Live 


Submitted by Alina M Viera, Bitner 
Goodman PR 

HOLLYWOOD — Country 
singer Gretchen Wilson, who’s 
“Redneck Woman” became a hit in 
2004, is performing in Hard Rock Live 
at the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & 
Casino on June 29 at 7:30 p.m. 

Also appearing on stage will be 
Shannon Lawson Trio and local country 
sensation, Jimmy Barret. Tickets for the 
show go on sale Friday, May 5 at noon. 

Gretchen Wilson’s 2004 debut 
single “Redneck Woman” became the 
first by a solo female singer to top the 
Billboard country singles chart in over 
two years; it also reached number one 
faster than any single in the previous 
decade. At the same time, her debut 
album, “Here for the Party,” entered the 
country album chart at number one and 
the pop album chart at number two with 
sales of 227,000 copies, the biggest 
opening week for a new country artist 



Wilson brings the party to Hard Rock Live on 
June 29. 


on record. 

With Wilson’s overtly- 
country style of music, at a time 
when much country had been lean- 
ing toward pop, she was immedi- 
ately hailed as the latest in a long 
line of country artists leading the 
music back to its roots. 

Tickets cost $100, $75 and 
$50; all seats are reserved and 
available at the Hard Rock Live 
Box Office, open daily from noon 
until 7 p.m. Tickets purchased in- 
person at the box office will not 
incur a service charge. 

Tickets also are available 
at all Ticketmaster outlets online at 
www.ticketmaster.com or charge by 
phone: Miami-Dade (305) 358- 
5885, Broward (954) 523-3309, and 
Palm Beach (561) 966-3309. 

Doors open one hour prior 
to show start time. 




Felix DoBosz 

On May 4th the legendary Blues Brothers performed a special show during the 
Fleet Week festivities in conjunction with the McDonald’s Air & Sea Show. Jim 
Belushi (Zee Blues), brother of John Belushi (Jake Blues), sings and dances while 
Dan Aykroyd (Elwood Blues) plays the harmonica on “Sweet Home Chicago”. 
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Premium Seating For 
All Local & National Eve 

Concerts • Sports »Theal 


litus at: www.preferredul 


iom 


Happy with our Entertainment Service? 
Try our Full Travel Service 

Cruises • Hotels • Airlines 

305-445-6566 or (866)445-6566 
Visit us at: www.preferredultimatetravel.com 


Upcoming Events: 

Panic at the Disco 
Trish Yearwood 
Brooks & Dunn 
Jimmy Buffett 
Bob Weir & Ratdog 
The Who 
INXS 

Aerosmith 
Alan Jackson 
Buzz Bake Sale 
Shakira 
Disturbed 
NASCAR Ford 400 
WWE Monday Night Raw 
Miami Heat 
Miami Dolphins 


Wu U^Uvoi - All U'mjui- CitHill Ctiitis /AfcfcauK 
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Announcements 


May 19 g 2006 


Cuetec Cues 


Florida Classic 


June 28 - July 2, 2006 


Seminole Hard Rock 
Hotel & Casino 

One Seminole Way 
Hollywood, FL 33314 


Tickets on sale now 

at the Casino Box Office or 
ticketmaster.com 
Broward: 954-523-3309 
Dade: 305-358-5885 
Palm Beach: 561-966-3309 


Event Schedule 


Wednesday, June 28, 2006, 8 p*m. - 10 p.m. 

Celebrity Charity Media Pro-Am Tournament 
Stars from the WPBA, NFL and South Florida Media 
$10 donation benefits Vivian’s Kidz 

For additional information contact: 

Tera Jenkins 954-966-6300 ext. 1295* 


Thursday, June 29 
General Admission: $8 
VIP: $20 
AM Session: 

II a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

PM Session: 

6 p.m. - 1 1:30 p.m. 


Friday, June 30 
General Admission: $8 
VIP: $20 
AM Session: 

11 a.m, - 4:30 p.m. 

PM Session: 

6 p.m. - 11:30 p.m. 


Saturday, July I 
General Admission: $8 
VIP: $20 

AM Session: 
Noon - 4 p.m, 

PM Session: 

5:30 p.m. - 11:30 p.m, 


Sunday, July 2 
General Admission: $20 
VIP: $40 

2 Semi-Finals 
& Finals 
I p.m. - 7 p.m. 


All Event General Admission Pass: $60 

(Does not include Wednesday night) 


Presented by: 



All Tribal Members 

receive one free ticket 
per session, except for 
Sunday session. 

For more 

information contact: 
Elrod Bowers 
954-494-8376 




e 


i 






^Vendor booth space available. Contact Tera Jenkins. 


Happy Birthday 



We would like to wish our children, 
Christopher Olivarez, born April 18, and Caitlya 
Olivarez, bom April 1 0, a double happy belated 
birthday. Christopher is 12 and Caitlya is 3. 

We love you both. 

Love, 

Mom (Claudia) and Dad (Joe) 

We would like to wish our mom Claudia 
and dad Joe a happy birthday. We wish you both the 
best birthday ever. We love you mom and dad. 

Love always, 

Chris andCatie 


I would like to wish my wife Claudia J. 
Olivarez a happy birthday on May 16. 1 love you 
very much hope you have a good one 
Love you always, 

Your Husband, Joe 



I would like to wish my husband Joe 
Olivarez a happy birthday on May 14. 1 hope you 
enjoy your day. 

Love you always, 

Your Wife, Claudia O 


New Kids 



The New Man in Our Lives! 


WynterDawn Billie and Dakotah Cypress 
would like to welcome their new baby boy, Darius 
Morton Junior Cypress, Panther clan. 

He was born on April 13 at 5:39 a.m. He 
weighed 7 pounds, 10 ounces and measured 21.5 
inches. He is also welcomed by his big sister, Alyss. 

Maternal grandparents: Debbie S. Osceola 
and Ronnie B. Billie, Wind clan. Paternal grandpar- 
ents: Faye and Neal Waggerby and Kenny Tommie. 

Great-grandparents: Frances J. Osceola and 
“Wild” Bill M. Osceola, Eshter Buster and the late 
Junior Cypress, Alice Billie (B.C.) and Irene Tommie, 


Congratulations 

Congratulations on your engagement and 
marriage Rachel and Brown Tiger. I wish you the 
best of luck and many happy years. 

Love, 

Jason Dodd 


Happy Mother !v Day 



Happy Mother’s Day to my grandma Dale 


Grasshopper. 


Poems 


For Mv Beloved Wife, Jeannie Cypress Hinojosa 

To my wife with all of my love, 

I wish you were here to give me a hug. . . 

A kiss on the lips, your gentle touch, 

And by my side I miss you so much. . . 

A walk on the beach or through the park, 

These are my thoughts when I lie in the dark 
I can still feel the warmth of your beautiful presence, 
That tells me that you are now in heaven. 


Baby, I was sure by now that you would 
Have reached down and wiped my tears away. 

Maybe stepped in and saved the day, I remember 
When I stumbled against the wind, you heard my cry. 
Raised me up when all my strength was gone. . . 

Baby how could I ever carry on, because you were 
The only one I could ever depend on. . . 

Love Always, 

— Able Hinojosa 



Meet New Employee 
Brenna Mello 

By Lila Osceola 

HOLLYWOOD — Brenna Mello, 21, is 
the newest addition to the Seminole Sports 
Management team. She graduated from Cooper City 
High School in 2002; currently she is attending 
Florida International University and will graduate 
May 2007 with a bachelor’s degree in journalism. 

As the administrative assistant/foundation 
coordinator, Brenna will have her hands full with day 
to day office duties and other fun and new things 
such as, raise money for charities, finding auction 
items and research sponsorships. 

Seminole Sports Management is very fortu- 
nate to have this young, energetic, enthusiastic addi- 
tion to their team. 



A Senior Living Community 


1450 SW 11th Way 
Deerfield Beach, FL 33441 
954-428-3480 
954-428-1022 fax 


Near beaches, medical facilities and shopping 


ONE BEDROOM FLOOR PLANS FROM $660 
Includes Utilities • Pool & Spa • Clubhouses 
Computer Lab • Activities * Health Watch 


Income & Age Restricted 55+ 


0 


www.praxis2.com 
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1 0% FOR 60 M0NTHS<B2.9% FOR 72 MONTHS \ 



4224 HIGHWAY 441 SOUTH • OKEECHOBEE, FL 34974 

800 - 589-2016 


“WHATEVER IT TAKES!” 



ADVERTISED PRICES AND OFFERS INCLUDE ALL FACTORY AND DEALER INCENTIVES. SALES PRICES ARE PLUS TAX, TAG, DESTINATION, TITLE FEES AND DEALER FEES ON SELECT MODELS. ALL RATES, PRICES AND PAYMENTS ARE WITH APPROVED CREDIT AND INCLUDE CHRYSLER FINANCIAL BONUS CASH. ON SELECT VEHICLES. ADVERTISED CLAIMS 
BASED ON VEHICLE AVAILABILITY. PICTURES FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSE ONLY. OFFERS NOT IN CONJUNCTION AND MAY NOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER. VEHICLES SUBJECT TO PRIOR SALE. BUY FROM EDDIE ACCARDI: WE'RE MOTIVATED TO DO BUSINESS! EDAC1043 
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May 19 f 2006 

Annual Cinco De Mayo Celebration on the Reservation 

Festivities Includes EIRA Rodeo, Concert 







By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — Cinco de Mayo is a 
Mexican national holiday commemorating the day that 
Mexican natives from small towns, villages, farms and 
ranches banned together with a few old guns, 
machetes, knives, axes and their bare 
hands to protect their homeland from inva- 
sion. 

Fighting against well-trained, bat- 
tle-seasoned French troops they held their 
ground and were victorious on the battle 
field. Recognition of such an accomplish- 
ment is a symbol of mankind’s right to 
freedom throughout the world and the 
extremes to which brave people are willing 
to sacrifice themselves for their future gen- 
erations. 

South Florida is the home of 
many people of Mexican descent, immi- 
grants, and seasonal workers who proudly 
remember this glorious day in their history. 

Immokalee has a particularly large Spanish 
population and the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida joined hands with their neighbors 
from across the border in celebration of 
this very popular holiday. 

May 5 and 6 marked the fifth 
annual Cinco de Mayo presentation spon- 
sored by the Seminole Tribe of Florida. 

Immokalee Seminole Youth and Livestock 
Ranch (ISY&LR) hosted the two day 
event, which featured two rodeos, 

Mexican bull riding, live music, vendors, 
wagon rides, children’s competitions and a 
kiddie carnival. 

Opening ceremonies got underway on the 
May 5 afternoon when Mariachi Estrellas de Mexico 


in the saddle on his back or pose beside his massive 
set of horns. 

Horsedrawn wagons were available both days 
and nights transporting people around the beautiful 
landscape of the youth ranch. Children from the audi- 


Judy Weeks 

Seth Randolph frees his hand from the rigging in the junior bull com- 
petition. 


The Difference took center stage and provided an out- 


ence were invited to participate in relay races, a calf 
scramble and mutton bustin prior to the rodeos. 

A variety of food vendors provided fresh fruit 
sticks, grilled beef tortillas, roasted corn on the cob, 
barbeque rib dinners, and frozen dessert 
cups. Immokalee Seminole 4-H parents 
under the direction of Moleana Mora 
operated the concession trailer serving 
Indian Tacos and homemade desserts in 
addition to the usual fast food menu and 
beverages. 

The Mexican bull riders got their 
opportunity to compete in the arena at 7 
p.m. on Friday evening. Each one took 
his turn on the beast that he had drawn 
vying for the championship position. For 
a while it appeared that the bulls were 
winning, but when the dust cleared, first 
place went to Bobby Rosario. 

At 8 p.m. on the May 5 evening 
and at 2 p.m. on May 6 the International 
Pro Rodeo Association competition took 
place in the John Jimmie Memorial 
Arena. 

Ten young ladies who make up 
the Bits and Spurs Drill Team of 
Okeechobee performed the opening cere- 
monies with precision riding while carry- 
ing the American flags. They concluded 
their 1 5 minute routine with “God Bless 
America.” 


some newcomers took their turns in the 
chutes. The ISY&LR youngsters have 
been practicing and a few of these 
brave little cowboys and cowgirls made 
their debut. 

There were a few 
tense moments during the steer 
riding, when William Beardon, 
12, got bucked off and the steer 
spun around and stepped on his 
leg. The clowns were on hand 
to do their job and kept him 
from further harm. Following 
his ride, Beardon was seen 
limping from the bull pens, 
dragging his bag full of gear. 
His face was streaked with 
sweat and spattered with clay. 

When asked if this 
would end his career, he quietly 
replied, “Nope, I’m just gettin’ 
started.” 

Gates swung open, 
steers bucked, dirt blew up in 
clouds, riders hit the clay and 
the crowd cheered as the steer 
riding continued. Picking up his 
hat, Cody Motlow waved it in 
the air after completing his 
winning ride. 

Taking their turn 
next, the junior bull riders did 
a terrific job. Dane Johns hung 
on for 5.44 seconds before 
being thrown straight up in the air. Seth 
Randolph’s mount took several spins 
before he became unseated. There were 
a few tense moments when it appeared 
his hand might be caught in the rigging, 
but he cleared the bull uninjured. 

Ethan Gopher’s bull gave him 
several hard licks and bucked way 
down the arena before he 
baled off at the fence, 
completing the winning 
ride. 

Kalgary Johns 
took first place in the 
four to eight year old 
Barrel Races. Jobe Johns 
and Cyrus Smedley had 
tough breaks when they 
knocked over a barrel but 
nevertheless completed 
their runs. Four-year- 
olds, Savannah Fish and 
Madison Osceola were 
all smiles as their moth- 
ers lead them through the 
barrel pattern running as 
fast as they could go on 
two legs. 

A 20 second run 


Barrel Racing 4 year olds, Madison Osceola (pink) and 
Savannah Fish (purple) are best buddies. 


Judy Weeks 


put Acelyn Youngblood 


Children from the audience participated in relay races 


standing performance of traditional Mexican music. 
The five male members of the group played guitars, 
trumpets and violins while being accompanied by both 
male and female vocalists. 

Dressed in magnificent white suits decorated 
in accents of silver studs and braid, highlighted with 
gold ties, they made a very impressive appearance. 
Gold and white sombreros completed their attire. For 
an outdoor stage they had an extraordinary sound sys- 
tem that projected their music at least a half mile in 
each direction. 

Alejandra Mendoza, 18, wowed the audience 
as she performed several traditional songs in a voice 
with a wide range of pitch and clarity. Mendoza wore 
a beautiful red and gold embroidered dress while on 
stage and later appeared in the arena in a black and sil- 
ver pant suit that accentuated her figure and presenta- 
tion before a very appreciative audience. 

A free kiddie carnival of bounce houses, a 
rock climbing tower, superslides and booths were a 
big hit with the younger set. 

Dennis DeVeaugh’s famous Nocona, the 
long-horned steer, was on hand for photographic 
opportunities with both children and adults. Having 
appeared in movies, television and advertising, he is 
quite a celebrity and draws a large crowd waiting to sit 


D.R. 

Daniels was 
stock contrac- 
tor and pro- 
ducer of the 
IPRA event. 
Beginning 
with the bare- 
back and sad- 
dle bronc 
competition, a 
Judy Weeks young man 
named Bass 
from 

Okeechobee 
took first 
place after nearly being 
rammed into the fence by 
a very hard bucking piece 
of rough stock. 

Calf ropers got a 
real run for their money 
with four contestants run- 
ning over time, three miss- 
es and two calves who 
struggled free before the 
time limit. Former New 
York Jets’ football player, 
Ron Jurdy won the event 
with a time of 18.77 sec- 
onds. 

During the steer 
wrestling or bull dogging 
as it is often called, one 
young man caught his 
steer and was attempting 
to throw it to the ground, 


5 year old Sunny Beardon heads down the home stretch in the EIRA barrel 


races. 


Judy Weeks 

Ethan Gopher took 1st place in the junior bull 
riding. 


when the animal took off 

pulling him on his heels down the arena for more than 
50 feet. To the delight of the crowd, he appeared to be 
skiing. 

Team roping drew several entries and after a 
very close competi- 


in first place in the nine to 12 
year old barrels. Malanie 
Perez beat Corvette Billie out 
of second place by three-hun- 
dredths of a second. In the 13 
to 1 8 year olds, Jenae 
Braswell in her bright 
sequined shirt flew through 
the pattern in a 20.043 win- 
ning run. Taylor Jones was 
hot on her heels at 21.636 
seconds. 

Junior Breakaway 
got off to a rough start with 
the first three riders running 
out of time. The luck 
changed when Andre Jumper 
caught with his first loop but 
the cow jumped right through 
it. His second loop did the 
job but he was beaten by the 
clock. 

Blevins Jumper 
snagged his calf right out of 
the box for a first place and 
Kelton Smedley was second 
with a 17.05 catch. There 
were two re-runs 
and a couple more 
but the high scores left 


The cowboy legends had some tough luck 
with several no times and broken barriers. However, 
Parker Jones 5.75 and Paul Bowers 6.81 slowed those 
steers down. 

The Jumper brothers, Josh and Naha, took the 
lead in the team roping with 7.89. Naha also won the 
men’s all-around EIRA buckle. 

Benny and Larry Motlow were dropped from 
second to fourth place with a five second penalty for a 
one leg catch, leaving the position open for Amos and 
Billie Tiger. Willie and Alex Johns had a clean 13.15 
run for third. 

The livestock took their toll on the competi- 
tors one more time when the chutes flew open for the 
bull riding event. Justin Gopher worked very hard for 
his 76 points that put him in first place. Garrett 
Anderson was thrown straight up over the bull’s head 
shortly after exiting the gate. The animal then spun on 
top of him before the clown could run him down the 
arena. 

Meanwhile, Anderson struggled to his feet 
and made it into the bull chute before falling back to 
the ground. He sustained a possible fractured ankle 
and small head wound. Paramedics quickly stabilized 
his injuries before sending him by ambulance to the 
nearest hospital for evaluation and treatment. 


& L 


Rebecca Osceola flies through the barrel pattern at the EIRA competition. 


Judy Weeks 


tion during the two 
day rodeo, the 
Brighton team of 
Marvin Hines and 
Hilliard Gopher 
took first place with 
an 8.24 second run. 

Eastern 
Indian Rodeo 
Association 

The 

Eastern Indian 
Rodeo Association 
did an excellent job 
of entertaining the 
Cinco de Mayo 
crowd in Immokalee 
on May 6. Marki 
Rodeo Company 
provided excellent 
rough stock for the 
occasion and the 
evening perform- 
ance was filled with 
excitment. 

The junior 
rodeo started at 5 
p.m. with the mut- 
ton bustin event. In 
addition to the 
scheduled riders, 


multiple loop catches 
them out of the running. 

The sanctioned rodeo events started 
immediately after the Junior Rodeo with the 
Bareback and Saddle Bronc competition. The 
crowd held their breath while they waited to 
see Adam Turtle move after taking a terrible 
spill from his bronc. 

He hit on his shoulder and back, 
temporarily knocking the wind out of his 
lungs. Paramedics rushed to the scene and 
stablized a dislocated shoulder. We all know 
the answer to the question must frequently 
asked. Yes, he will ride again! Byron 
Bruisedhead drew a hard bucking fool, but 
rode him out for a 70 point win. 

The Steer Wrestlers had a bad night 
with several no times and lost catches. Jeff 
Johns was one of the fortunate few who had 
everything working for him. The Tie Down 
Calf Roping didn’t go much better. There 
were broken barriers, missed calves, and a 
few that kicked loose from their ties. Naha 
Jumper had a winning 11.1 score and young 
Hilliard Gopher took second when he com- 
pleted a clean 15.3. 

Cowgirl’s breakaway drew 10 
entries. At first it appeared that Billie Tiger’s 
5.6 catch would take the winning position. 
She would also take home the women’s all- 
around buckle. Shelby Osceola’s 3.9 right out 
of the box slipped her into second place, 
behind Billie Tiger. Leanna Billie and Mindy 
Fish lost their shot at third when their horses 
broke the barrier, moving Pauletta Bowers 
into the money. 


Ethan Gopher (pink shirt) & Dane Johns (plaid shirt) dis- 
cuss their junior bull riding with admirers behind the scenes. 
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Board Opens Hollywood Trading Post 



Submitted by President Office 


Board of Directors Signing PNR Contract. 



Building Progress 


Submitted by President Office 


By Moses Osceola, President/Vice 
Chairman 

As you may have noticed lately 
while traveling along south State Road 7, 
or 441, on the former Koons Ford proper- 
ty, is the latest project of the Board of 
Directors. The construction going on is 
for a new convenience store to be known 
as the Hollywood Trading Post. 

The store should be opening for 
business in August 2006. Back in March, 

I signed the contract after the Board 
approved the project at its Board meeting. 

Availability of gas, food, and 
other home needs is very necessary for 
our communities, especially during times 
of hurricanes as we experienced with 
Hurricane Wilma last year. The hurricane 
knocked out power, devastated our com- 
munities, and made life miserable for a 
few weeks; many convenience stores, or 
c-stores, and gas stations were forced to 
close without electricity, and the few that 
were open had long waits and lines of 
people. 

Myself, Hollywood Board 
Representative Gloria Wilson and 
Hollywood Tribal Council Representative 
Max B. Osceola Jr. worked together to 
make this project a reality. We wanted to 
make sure that Hollywood Tribal citizens 
would not have to experience fuel outages 
by guaranteeing that a source of food and 
fuel will be available to them at all times. 

This will be accomplished by 
requiring this and all future stores to be 
built with backup generator systems. The 
Brighton and Big Cypress stores are being 
equipped with backup generators at this 
time; many thanks to Tribal Chairman 
Mitchell Cypress for contributing the gen- 
erators for the Big Cypress and Brighton 
stores. 

Grand opening announcements 
will be forthcoming inviting all Tribal cit- 


izens and 
staff to 
come and 
celebrate 
the opening 
of the 
Board’s 
new store, 
so keep 
your eyes 
and ears 
open for it! 

I 

would like 
to thank our 
Big 

Cypress 
staff, 

Deloris 
Alvarez, 

President’s 
assistant, 
and 

Manager 
Don 

Waiksnis, 
for working tirelessly and keeping the 
store operational during the hurricane 
last year. Also, the Brighton store, its 
staff, Manager Kevin Osceola, and 
President’s assistant, Sandra Osceola. 

Additionally, many thanks 
goes to Cheryl Bolton, the Board’s 
Director of c-store operations for work- 
ing closely with our fuel supplier to 
keep the gas flowing, and also provid- 
ing gas for our Hollywood Reservation. 

The Board is planning to 
approve new stores for the Immokalee 
and Ft. Pierce reservations at its next 
meeting in June. See the President’s 
May report for news and updates on 
new economic development projects. 


Submitted by President Office 



Lila Osceola 


Current Picture of Hollywood Trading Post. 



The new convenience store begins to take shape. 



Submitted by President Office Submitted by President Office Submitted by President Office 

Structural footing Underground fuel storage containers Concrete forms mark where the underground containers will 

be place d. 



FIRST BANK 

OF INDIANTOWN 


"Serving our communities since I 960" 

Your Hometown Bank 
Serving the Seminole Tribe for 9 Years 

You get friendly, personal service, and a full 
range of loan and deposit products, 

including: 

Auto Loans - Home Loans 
Personal and Business Checking, 
Savings, and Certificates of Deposit 

AND - You can bank online, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

www.fboi.com 


Yo u 


Main Office 

15588 S.W. Warfield Blvd. 
P.O. Box 365 

Indian town, Florida 34956 
(772) 597-2181 

Okeechobee Branch 
205 fcasl North Park Si reel 
Okeechobee, Florida 34972 
(863) 357-6880 


talm City Brunch 

2991 S.W. High Meadows Ave, 

P.O. Box 545 

Palm City, Florida 34991 

(772) 283-6803 

/ akepart Branch 
1 205 E. Slate Road 78, Bldg. A 
lakeport, Florida 33471 
(863) 946-0120 




=1 Iqual I lousing Lender 





4101 Davie Rd. Ext. 
Davie, FL 33024 

954 - 436-9905 

BROWARDMOTORSPOinS.COM 
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News From Indian Country 


Indian Singer Jana Performs at First 

Lady’s Luncheon 

Submitted by the Oneida Nation 

ONEIDA NATION HOME- 
LANDS — Jana, a three-time Native 
American Music Awards (NAMMY) recipi- 
ent, has been invited to perform at the 
Congressional Club’s First Lady’s Luncheon 
on April 27 at the Washington Hilton in the 
Capital Building. 

The Tuscarora/Lumbee singer also 
has been nominated by this year’s NAMMY 
committee for Artist of Year and Record of 
the Year. The album “Flash of a Firefly” 
earned Jana this year’s nominations. JJer 
“American Indian Christmas” album also is 
up for the best producer award and was 
recorded under the Oneida Indian Nation’s 
Standing Stone Records label. 

Previously christened Female Artist 
of the Year by the NAMMY’s, Jana was also 
named the association’s Best Pop Performer 
in 2001 for her dance single “More Than 
Life,” which was remixed by MTV DJ 
Skribble and Anthony Acid. 

The following year, her remake of 
Led Zeppelin’s “Stairway to Heaven” 
climbed to number six on the Billboard 
charts and was named Song of the Year at 
the 2002 NAMMY Awards. 



SWAIA Honors Influential 
Native American Artists 


New Povika Award Honors 
Patrons 

By Staci Golar 

SANTA FE, NM — The Southwestern 
Association for Indian Arts (SWAIA), the organization 
that produces the annual Santa Fe Indian Market, is 
pleased to announce the recipients of its 2006 Lifetime 
Achievement and 2006 Povika awards. 

The SWAIA Lifetime Achievement award 
was created in 1995 to recognize Native American 
artists who have made significant contributions to 
their field. The 2006 Lifetime Achievement award 
recipients are: 

RC Gorman ( Navajo ) - RC Gorman was 
bom July 26, 1931, to a famous painter and WWII 
code talker father, Carl Gorman, and mother Adele 
Katherine Brown. He passed away Nov. 3, 2005, leav- 
ing behind a lifetime of work that left an unforgettable 
mark on New Mexico and beyond. 

Best known for his paintings and prints, the 
New York Times once referred to Gorman as the 
“Indian Picasso,” likely a reference to the abstract, fig- 
urative nature of his work. He was the first Native per- 
son to own a gallery in Taos, N.M. in 1968, and 
helped to pave new pathways for Native artists in the 
60s, breaking stereotypes about “Indian painting” 
styles. 

He studied art at Northern Arizona University 
and San Francisco State University, and later received 
a grant to study art at Mexico City College. 

Lee Marmon ( Laguna Pueblo) - Lee 
Marmon was bom in 1925 at Laguna Pueblo, N.M. At 
the age of 10, he took his first photograph after his 
father urged him to photograph an accident on Route 
66, near the family trading post-ironically enough he 
later sold it to the insurance company that was investi- 
gating the accident. 

Marmon has been taking photos ever since, 
becoming one of the most notable Native American 
photographers of our time. His photos have been pub- 
lished in national magazines and newspapers including 
Newsweek, Southwest Art, Time, the New York Times 
Magazine, and the Saturday Evening Post. 

Marmon’s work has been exhibited at the 
Living Desert Museum in Palm Desert, CA, the Indian 
Pueblo Cultural Center and the Smithsonian’s National 
Museum of the American Indian. 

His still photography contribution to the doc- 
umentary Surviving Columbus garnered an ADDY 
award in 1993. In 1996, his photo was featured on the 
Santa Fe Indian Market poster. 

His work was recently published in a book 
titled The Pueblo Imagination, Landscape and 
Memory in the Photography of Lee Marmon. Mr. 
Marmon is exclusively represented by Photogenesis 
Gallery (www.photogenesisgallery.com) in Santa Fe, 
N.M. and will have a one man show, also titled The 
Pueblo Imagination opening Aug. 1 8 and continuing 
through Oct. 1 . 

Grace Medicine Flower ( Santa 
Clara/Pojoaque Pueblos) - Grace Medicine Flower 
was bom in 1938 to a family with a rich pottery line- 
age on both sides; her father was Camilio Tafoya and 
her mother was Agapita Silva. She is renowned for 
mastering red and black sgraffito pottery and taking it 
to a whole new level. (Sgraffito is a technique where a 
top layer of color is scratched to reveal a color 
beneath). 

Her work has been exhibited at venues such 
as the Maxwell Museum at the University of New 
Mexico, the Albuquerque Museum, the Indian Tree in 
Chicago, 111., and King Galleries of Scottsdale, Ariz. 

She has made enormous contributions to the 
medium of pottery with her meticulous technical skills 
and knowledge of materials, as well as continuing to 
expand the meanings of tradition by using Santa Clara 
materials and techniques, but pushing them in new 
directions. 

Joyce Growing Thunder Fogarty 

( Assiniboine Sioux) - Born in 1950, Joyce Growing 
Thunder Fogarty has mastered the art of bead work 
and quill work, and is considered one of the preemi- 
nent bead workers alive today. Remarkably, she has 
been awarded the prestigious Best of Show prize at 
the Santa Fe Indian Market three times in 1985, 1988 
and 1992. 

She has been commissioned for several 
works throughout her career, including a trio of bead- 
ed dolls in traditional dress for the permanent collec- 
tion at the Smithsonian’s National Museum of the 
American Indian and a full-length buckskin Sioux 
beaded dress for a 2007 Smithsonian Museum exhibit. 
Her work was featured in a show at the Montclair Art 
Museum in N.J., titled Connecting Generations: 
Contemporary American Indian Dolls. 

She credits her grandmothers with teaching 
her to bead, and is continuing the family tradition of 
passing on beading knowledge. Her sons Roger, 

Darryl, Jack, and George, as well as daughter Juanita 
and granddaughter Jessica, all bead, as well. 


New in 2006 is the Povika award. This award 
recognizes service, leadership and support of the annu- 
al Santa Fe Indian Market and Native artists and their 
communities. This award may go to either Native or 
non-Native individuals. 

The Povika award was named after Maria 
Martinez, famed San Ildefonso potter and one of the 
first lifetime achievement recipients in SWAIA’ s histo- 
ry. The 2006 Povika award recipients are: 

Sam and Ethel Ballen of Santa Fe, NM - 
Sam Ballen was born in 1922 to a Jewish immigrant 
family in Harlem, NY. He met wife Ethel while a part 
of the leftist movement at City College, and they both 
ended up in Santa Fe, later buying and operating the 
La Fonda Hotel. 

Sam published a book of memoirs Without 
Reservations: From Harlem to the End of the Santa Fe 
Trail , that details his life beginning in Harlem, his tour 
as a combat soldier in World War II, his jobs as a Wall 
Street analyst, Texas oilman and current life as 
owner/operator of the La Fonda. 

In 2000, Sam and Ethel Ballen were declared 
Santa Fe Living Treasures lauded for their lifetime of 
contributions to Santa Fe. Besides being long time 
financial and volunteer supporters of the Santa Fe 
Indian Market, Sam also served as a board member, 
and chair. 

Perhaps their most famous donation was the 
TR6 automobile that was accessorized by famous 
Native American artists and later auctioned off to ben- 
efit both SWAIA and the Institute of American Indian 
Arts. It was with sadness that the family announced 
Ethel’s passing earlier in 2006. 

Rex Arrowsmith of Oro Valley, AZ - Rex 
Arrowsmith has been involved with the Santa Fe 
Indian Market since 1959, remembering a time when 
volunteers constructed the booths for the artists and 
even had to clean the plaza after Market was finished 
for another year. 

Arrowsmith has been helping ever since, 
most recently by acting as the master of ceremonies 
for the clothing competition held annually during the 
Sunday of Indian Market. He used to oversee the 
Indian dances that were held at the Indian Market, 
organizing the groups of dancers from many different 
Pueblos. 

He has also served as a board member of 
SWAIA, including the office of chairman. Born in 
1925, he started out as a mining engineer, publishing 
book titled Mines of the Old Southwest and Turquoise , 
but moved to Santa Fe and was bitten by the Indian art 
bug. Arrowsmith owned his own trading post next 
door to the Pink Adobe restaurant in Santa Fe for sev- 
eral years in the 1960s and 1970s. 

A member of the Screen Actors Guild, 
Arrowsmith hosted 1 6 half hour shows on American 
Indian culture and art on NBC. 

While living in Santa Fe, he also served on 
the boards of the Wheelwright Museum, Rancho de 
las Golondrinas, and the Millicent Rogers Museum in 
Taos, NM. Now living in Oro Valley, AZ, he serves on 
the boards of the Arizona State Museum, Friends of 
Western Art, the University of Arizona Press, and con- 
tinues to buy and sell Native art. 

A1 Packard, formerly of Santa Fe and 
Albuquerque, NM - A1 Packard was bom in 1929, 
owning Packards’ Indian Trading Company on the 
Santa Fe Plaza until 1979. Packard passed away last 
year in September, leaving behind a legacy rich in the 
support and knowledge of Native American arts. 

He and friend and fellow Indian trader, Tom 
Woodard, were responsible for helping to get laws 
passed which helped to protect consumers of south- 
western Indian arts and crafts. He was a member and 
the Chairman of the New Mexico Association on 
Indians Affairs during the period when it evolved into 
the Southwestern Association on Indian Affairs-cur- 
rently the Southwestern Association for Indian Arts). 
He judged Indian art shows around the country includ- 
ing the Santa Fe Indian Market, the Gallup Intertribal 
Ceremonial, and many more. 

His final act of generosity toward SWAIA 
was a request by his family for memorial contributions 
to be made to SWAIA in his honor, resulting in several 
thousand dollars to help sustain the organization. 

SWAIA’s Honoring Reception to formally 
recognize these awardees will be held June 1 5th, 6pm 
at the Inn and Spa at Loretto in downtown Santa Fe. 
Tickets are $50 and will include hors d’ oeuvres and 
wine. Proceeds will benefit SWAIA, a non-profit 
organization. 

David Cloutier, SWAIA executive director, 
says, “Our hope is that many will join SWAIA in hon- 
oring these extraordinary artists and supporters on 
June 15th. It really is a once in a lifetime opportunity 
to be able to meet and talk with these award recipients 
who have meant so much to Native American arts.” 

To order tickets to attend the event, please 
call (505) 983-5220 before June 8. For more informa- 
tion about SWAIA or the Santa Fe Indian Market, 
please visit www.swaia.org. 


New Exhibition Reveals Energy 
Industry’s Environmental Degradation 
of Reservation Lands 


Submitted by Institute of American 
Indian Arts 

SANTA FE, NM — From the land- 
scapes depicted in Australian Aboriginal dot 
paintings to the patterns and regal colors of 
Mayan weavings, Indigenous artists across 
the globe have always been aware and 
understanding of the environment. 


What: National touring exhibition 
featuring work by 44 artists 

What: “Impacted Nations”, organized 
by Honor the Earth 

When: May 12 to June 25 
(no opening reception) 

Where: IAIA Museum 

Cost: Regular admission 


Today’s highly informed, well trav- 
eled, and politically attuned Indigenous 
artists live modem lives, but they do so 
understanding the powerful role environ- 
mental integrity plays in preserving Tribal 
lands and cultures. 

A politically insightful and socially 
powerful exhibition opening at the IAIA 
Museum in Santa Fe on May 12 examines 
industry’s role in adversely effecting 
Reservation environmental quality across the 
continent. 

“Impacted Nations” looks at the 
results of hydroelectric, oil, natural gas, 
wind and nuclear power development. It 
originated from Honor the Earth, a Native 
rights advocacy organization headed by 
Winona LaDuke. 



A Sacred Place Where Life Begins 
James Grant, Sr., Koyukon/ Athabascan 
18” x 13”, 2005 

Giclee print from pen and watercolor drawing 
Collection of Gwich'in Steering Committee on behalf of the 
Gwich'in Nation. 


NNAVA Takes on Project Moccasins 


Submitted by Sherry A. Girty, National Native 
American Veterans Association 

LAWRENCE, KS — It is a Native tradition 
that when a warrior went into battle he would wear 
new moccasins. The new moccasins were to bring him 
home safely from battle or to ease his transition into 
the next life. 

With the number of Native American troops 
currently stationed in harm’s way in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, the National Native American Veterans 
Association (NNAVA) has undertaken to send a new 
pair of moccasins to each of our native troops 
deployed. 

Each pair of moccasins is hand made in the 
traditional way, wrapped in red flannel, and then 


shipped to the addresses of our deployed troops. The 
cost to make and ship each pair of moccasin is only 
$2 1 , due to the number of volunteers who are donating 
their time and money to this project. 

Help us recognize the valor, sacrifice, and 
courage of our Native American troops by donating to 
Project Moccasin. 

Please mail you contributions to the Project 
Moccasin Fund, C/O National Native American 
Veterans Association, P.O. Box 891973, Oklahoma 
City, Okla. 73189-1973. For more information call 
Sherry A. Girty, National Native American Veterans 
Association, Secretary of the Counseling Services 
Center at (785) 749-8445. 



Commissions l\nlrdil\ TeibU? lOp r I iA- 
S\?e Si Monti mental sculptures 
Email for a quote to 
b rad ley & hronzcby co oley.com 
Phone 850-99 MM0 
www, bronzeby co oleyxom 
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Seminole Edition I Black_H2_2006_22 Passenger Independence Edition I Pewter_H2_2006_25 Passenger 


MILLENIUM LIMO, INC 

www.milleniumlimo.com 


Liberty Edition I Pearl White JEscalacfe_2006J22 Passenger 


Tribal Edition I White, H2_ 2006_22 Passenger 


22-Seat 2006 Hummer H2 
Eagle 1 Edition 


American Idol Edition I Hummer -H2_2006_22 Passenger 


True Vision 
(over 400 channels) 


Freedom Edition [ Black_H2_2006_25 Passenger 


Lamborguini 

Doors 


2 Static Wheels 


Fish Tank 4 Sub- woofers 


Recording 

Studio 


Full-Length 
Mirrored Ceiling 


Dual Alternators 
235 Amps 
with AC Inverters 
and 2 Caps 


Karaoke 

Machine 


Satellite 

Radio 


Poker Room 


5th Door 
(suicide door) 


2006 Lincoln Town Car 10 Passenger 


Chrysler 300 Lambo ] Wh ite_300_2006_1 2 Passenger 

Over 7 Hummers to choose from! 

Starting out at $55/hr for Regular Limos 
$99/hr for Hummer H2 Limos and Escalade Limos 

(Prices may be higher on weekends and holidays ) 

Fleet: 2006 10 Passenger Lincoln Town Car 
2006 1 1/12 Passenger Chrysler 300 

2005 1 8 Passenger Excursion 

2006 22 Passenger Hummer H2 
2006 22 Passenger Cadillac Escalade. 

Wet Bar 

1 - 800 - 808-2062 (l8crys '" 

Weddings • Night Outs • Airport 
Port Transfers • Excursions • Much More 

Fax: 954-704-9106 • Email: milleniumlimos@aol.com • We cover the following counties: Lee, Collier, Dade, Broward, Palm Beach 


Sound Activated 
Laser Show 


4500 Watt 
Sound System 


12 12" inch 
Speakers 


Disco Lights 


Wireless 

Internet 


Fiber Optic 
Lighting 


9 Flat-screen 
TV’s 


Dual A/C Units 


Disco Floor/Wood 


DVD/CD/FM/AM 


Neon Lights 


Las Vegas Syle Slot Machine 
(for entertainment purposes only ) 




screen, 

VWWWWWWW V- 


WE DO IT ALL! 


We specialize in designing, customizing and providing top of the line 
technology in Audio & Video electronics including o division dedicated to 
Security and Surveillance equipment for your home and business, 

361? North State Road 7/ Hollywood, FL 33021 
(954) 893-9106 / Fax: (954) 893-9107 




Technologies 

Installing the Future 


WE PROVIDE IN HOME SURVEYS 

WE COME TO YOU: BIG CYPRESS, HOLLYWOOD, BRIGHTON, IMMOKALEEAND FT. PIERCE 
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Chris Jenkins 


Tribal citizen and homeowner Jacob Osceola with daughter and friend at F.Y.I. workshop. 


Homeowners Workshop Series Offered 


By Chris Jenkins 

HOLLYWOOD — 

Money saved is money 
earned as the old expression 
goes. On May 4, the Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino hosted 
a new groundbreaking work- 
shop series entitled F.Y.I. 

Homeowners Part 1 , offering 
an introduction and education 
to health issues and mainte- 
nance in the home. 

The workshop was 
held in coordination with the 
Seminole Tribe Housing 
Authority for tribal members, 
employees and families. The 
major topics discussed were 
mold management and radon 
detection in homes. 

Tous J. Young, 

Tribal citizen and owner of 
Chief Spect, LLC, was 
emcee. Key speakers includ- 
ed Shannon Cory, president 
of the American Society of 
Home Inspections and 
Kaplan University instructor 
and Dr. Andy George, direc- 
tor of analytical operations 
for Radon Training Center Associates. 

Prevention is one of the main keys to limiting 
costs and expense and according to Young “the little 
things add up.” 

“The biggest misconception is that they don’t 
have to actually keep up with their homes, when they 
actually do have to keep up with their homes,” Young 
said. “They have to change their filters, regularly do 
an inspection on the air ducts, and check their win- 
dows making sure their airtight.” 

Cory explained that unnecessary panic and a 
lack of education are all key factors in the effects of 
mold in the home. 

“We don’t want something growing on the 


inside that’s not growing on 
the outside, and we want to 
make sure that the levels 
we have on the inside are 
not greater than the out- 
side,” Cory said. “What 
we’ve got to take a look at 
is short term water damage, 
for example, versus hidden 
damage long term roof.” 

In the long term, 
unless the substance found 
in the home is identified as 
a pathogen or toxin, the 
problem can be solved with 
the use of common dish- 
washing liquid, Cory 
revealed. 

The effects of 
radon in the home can also 
create problems, if ignored 
or unattended. This sub- 
stance is odorless and col- 
orless and moves up 
through the ground to the 
air above and into the home 
through cracks and other 
holes in the foundation. 

Any home can 
have radon and oftentimes 
trap it inside. It is the second leading cause of lung 
cancer in the U.S. Elevated levels have also been 
found in many homes in Florida. Dr. George advises 
homeowners or renters to purchase a radon testing kit 
or contact their Florida radon office at 
www.epa.gov/iaq/whereyoulive.html or call (800) 543- 
8279. 

Protecting and securing the home are the 
major factors in winning the health and maintenance 
battles. Young believes a parent-child relationship is 
the best approach to take, saying, “You’ve got to treat 
them as a child, you’ve got to change the Pampers®, 
you’ve got to feed them, you have to do that with your 
home, you have to take care of it.” 



Chris Jenkins 

Tous Young was emcee at the seminar. 




Chief-Spect, LLC 

"Your complete <6 professional property inspection company" 

Toll Free: 877.585.0900 


CH« WTl.F- 

vour satisfaction . 


Here at Chief- 
Sped, LLC, our inspixiora | 

ore licensed^ certified^ dr- 
panenced and insured tof 
bring you the bcsl possible! 
inspections. 

We pftwidc digtial 

pboios fn nil of your reports 
field wc h tsm profesdonn] 
engineers on slcifl] 

Chicf-Spcci, LLC 
inspectors sire members; 1 
candidates in ihese profes- 
sional organ teal ions: 

- American Society of 
Home Inspectors© 

- fnLematkmal Assoc, of 
Mold Management 

* Mulionol Radon Safety 

Btxtrd 

Department of Health 
certified Radon tcchni- 


Wc provide you with nil die isemtcs needed to puith&se. 
build, or upgrade your home nr business. These include: 

Residential inspections 
Commercial inspections 
New Construction monitoring 
Mold Surveying/Sampling 
Radon Testing 
Thermal Imaging 
insurance inspections 
FHA/VA Certifications 

“Protecting your family and investment while bringing 
you closer to home!** 

•Single- family ■ Multi-family • Townhomes* Duplexes 
• Condos • Warehouses* Commercial buildings * Manufactured homes 


or your 
inspect inn’s 
FRESH! 


Chief-Spect* LLC 
inspects: 

I .o&groundsAlrairHgc 

r'oioidaijuns 

lixtcrions 

R m fin g/Tr i m G utters/ 
Flashings 
Plumbing systems 
HV AC systems 
Electrical syslcms 
Pool & Spas 
Fermafwnrt appliances 
Fjngriaces 
(irsrages 

Service entrances 
Attics. Venting. & much 
more! 
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Great News For All Triral 



Memrers 



Employees: 



So APR ON 
FINANCING ALL 




GM 

BRANDS! 


Ed Morse Sawgrass Auto Mall is now offering aU Seminole 
tribal members and employees really great deals! That’s right, 
all tribe members and employees, including everyone who 


works at the Seminole Hard Rock Casino, can now get huge 
savings and all financing incentives for which they qualify on 
five GM brands of new vehicles and over 150 used vehicles. 


YOUR 1 HEADQUARTERS 





PONTIAC 



BUICK BMC 


THE NEW 2006 MODELS ARE HERE - HURRY FOR BIG SAVINGS! 


14401 W. Sunrise Blvd., Sunrise 

On Sunrise Blvd. just east of Sowgrass Expwy. 

PLEASE CALL TOLL-FREE 

1-888-800-8048 


s 

□ 
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AUTO MALL 

CHEVROLET • CADILLAC 
PONTIAC • BUICK • GMC 



SALES HOURS: Mon-Fri 9am-9pm, 
Sat 9am-6pm, Sun 12-6pm 
SERVICE HOURS: 

Mon-Fri 7am-6pm, Sat 7am-3pm 


*0n select models. **0n select models with approved credit. Prices & terms subject to change without notice. 


For value 
and service it's 
Ed Morse, of course! 


CHEVROLET / pontiac (@ buick gmc 




















$ 100,000 

ANNIVERSARY GIVEAWAY 

SUNDAY, MAY 21 

GRAND PRIZE DRAWING AT 5PM 

ADDITIONAL CASH PRIZES AWARDED 
1PM. 3PM, 5PM & 7PM 76 TOTAL WINNERS 


IN THE PROGRESSIVE JACKPOT, IT KEEPS GROWING! 


Enter to win a 

2006 WISSAH 350Z CONVERT IBLE 

DRAWING WEDNESDAY, MAY 31 AT 9PM 



All Month 

long in May 

AND WIN YOUR SHARE OF OVER $250,000 IN CASH AND PRIZES. 




HOTEL & CASINO 


HOLLYWOOD, FL 

‘Annum! current at press time. Promolfcms arc subject lo change or cancel without noilce. 1 Seminole Way / Hollywood, FL 3331 4 

It you or someone you know lies a Gambling problem, call 1-S88 ADMIHI VIATO.SeminoleliardrockhOllyWOOd.COm 
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Lifestyle Balance . . . Small Steps, Big Rewards 


Submitted by the Seminole 
Health Department 

BRIGHTON — The 


do not wish to 
join a team? 
Individuals were 


Brighton community is slimming 
down and trimming the fat; literal- 
ly. The Brighton community is 
reducing waistlines by modifying 
the dietary fat intake. How can one 
community make these changes? 
The answer is easy, join the 
Lifestyle Balance program. 

Lifestyle Balance is part 
of the National Institute of Health’s 
Diabetes Prevention Program. The 
program was designed to test the 
effectiveness of lifestyle changes in 
preventing Type 2 Diabetes. It 
began as a three year study in 
1995. 

Participants were chal- 
lenged to do two things: move 
more and eat less fat. The activity 
goal is 30 minutes of moderate 


Submitted by Seminole Health Department 

Dana Osceola 


exercise, like walking, at least 5 
times per week. To be successful, 
participants also needed to lose 
seven percent of their body weight. 
With these two changes the study 
demonstrated a 58 percent reduc- 
tion in diabetes. 

The Lifestyle Balance pro- 
gram offers the benefit of well doc- 
umented success. Still, in Brighton 
the program needed something spe- 
cial that would entice the commu- 


Submitted by Seminole Health Department 

Recreation staff “Four Men and A Baby” 


nity members to be a part of the 
action. That is when the team 
weight loss approach was created. 
With input from the community, as 
well as Health Educator Barbara 
Boling and Dietitian Beth Morlang, 
the program was launched as the 
Lifestyle Balance-Biggest Loser 
contest. 

The concept is simple. 
Participants join the program with 
four other people. This is the 
weight loss team. The team weighs 
in each week at the Lifestyle 
Balance class. The team with the 
highest percent of weight loss wins 
Brighton’s Biggest Loser traveling 
trophy. 

Team members help sup- 
port each other in all weight loss 
efforts. What about the people who 


also encouraged 
to join the pro- 
gram. They 
worked toward 
the same seven 
percent weight 
loss goal. 

Fourteen 
teams signed up 
for the program. 

A total of 85 peo- 
ple signed up for 
the challenge. 

Team members 
came up with 
catchy and intim- 
idating names. 

Some teams were comprised of 
family members, while others were 
a group of co workers. The spirit of 
Brighton was well repre- 
sented. 

The participants 
signed a commitment sheet 
stating their weight loss 
goal as well as their end tar- 
get weight. This was calcu- 
lated based on the seven 
percent weight loss goal 
from the Diabetes 
Prevention Program. For 
example, a 200 pound 
person would have a 
total weight loss goal of 
14 pounds by the end of 
the program. The pro- 
gram was 14 weeks, so 
that is an average of one 
pound per week. 

Each Tuesday 
the classes were held at 
the Brighton field office. 
Fessons for these classes 
included nutrition, exer- 
cise and behavioral top- 
ics. The Five-A-Day 
fruit and vegetable cam- 
paign was the class 
focus. Eating a com- 
bined total of five serv- 
ings of fruits and veg- 
etables each day will 
increase your dietary fiber and 
help reduce fat intake. 

Participants were asked 
to keep a food journal and high- 
light fruits and vegetables daily. 

The plan is simple. Counting 
your fruits and vegetables 
every day helps to create a new 
and healthy habit. It is a posi- 
tive way to make a change. 

Lunch was prepared onsite 
for the classes. Each week, Beth 
Morlang and Barbara 
Boling created a menu 
of the community’s 
favorite foods. The 
recipes were then 
altered to produce a 
low fat, low calorie 
meal. Recipes for the 
meal were distributed 
each week. 

Grace 

Koontz, a Brighton 
Tribal citizen was an 
integral part of the 
weekly meals. Koontz 
loaned her culinary 
expertise to the pro- 
gram and was able to 
help create 
meals that 
were healthy 
and delicious. 

Grace helped 
demonstrate 
product infor- 
mation 
through the 
use of labels 
exhibited with the meal. 

“The 

Warriorettes,” “The Lean 
Mean Kaccvs,” “The 
Oreos,” “The Under 
Dawgs” and “Four Men and 
A Baby” shared the weekly 
Brighton Biggest Loser tro- 
phy. The trophy was a large 
mounted cup that contained 
a one pound fat model. 

Winners proudly displayed 
the fat trophy for the week 
of their win. All of the 
teams did a great job and 
should be recognized for 
their efforts. 

The program had 
several participants reach 
their seven percent weight 
loss goal. They are listed in the 

order in which they hit their 


Submitted by Seminole Health Department 

The Lean Mean Kaccvs 


goal weight. 1 . Dana 
Osceola, 2. Melanie Mello, 
3. Jodi King, 4. Jose Garcia, 


5. Rita McCabe, 6. Salina Dorgan 

The Brighton community 
lost a total of 400 pounds during 
the Lifestyle Balance Program, a 
direct result of positive behavioral 
changes. This was not chance-this 
was change. 

These positive changes 
will trickle over into the homes of 
Tribal citizens as well as employ- 
ees working on the Brighton reser- 
vation. Healthier people live longer 
and more productive lives. Feeling 


good creates a better community 
and work environment. Healthier 
people also reduce healthcare costs. 

Many thanks to Health 
Director, Connie Whidden, who 
supports ongoing efforts for posi- 
tive lifestyle change. 

The 14 week program has 
concluded for the year, but will 
continue with a monthly weight 
loss support group. Participants are 
also invited to continue their efforts 
and weigh in weekly with the 
Brighton dietitian, Beth Morlang. 

If you have questions or 
concerns regarding the Fifestyle 
Balance program, you can contact 
the Allied Health staff on your 
reservation: Big Cypress, Megan 
McClory or Linda McCarthy, (863) 
983-5798, Brighton, Beth Morlang 


or Barbara Boling, (863) 763-0271, 
Hollywood, Doris Mir or Tina 
Mennella, (954) 962-2009, 
Immokalee, Charlotte Porcaro, 
(239) 867-3408. 


Ricky Joe Alumbaugh takes off in the 20 yard dash. 


Submitted by Seminole Health Department 


Healthy Snacks and Healthy Kids at 
Big Cypress Community Center 


Submitted by Seminole Health Department 

Rita McCabe 


Submitted by the Seminole Health Department 

BIG CYPRESS — Have you noticed any- 
thing new at the Big Cypress community center? No 
sugary drinks allowed! 

In September 2005, BC Community Center 
Director Jack Gorton, Assistant Director 
Yolanda Valdez and BC Nutritionist 
Megan McClory took the first step in 
the Seminole Tribe to help combat 
childhood obesity. Afternoon snacks of 
potato chips and sodas were replaced 
with healthy snacks and bottled water. 

This reinforced by the recent 
commitment of soft drink companies to 
discontinue selling sugary drinks to 
schools nationwide. The Big Cypress 
Community Center is the first Seminole 
Tribal facility to make this commitment 
to the youth and youth programs. 

Along with this change came 
the creation of the Healthy Kids Club, 
emphasizing healthy eating and physical 
activity for all BC community youth. 

Healthy Kids Club met each Tuesday, 
from Jan. 10- April 25 for children par- 
ticipated in physically active games 
and nutrition lessons. 

McClory showed the youth 
with how to make easy, healthy snacks. 

Valdez commented: “the transition has been a 
good one and the youth come in now and ask what the 
health snack is for the day.” 


Submitted by Seminole Health Department 

Kids are taught how to make 
easy healthy snacks 


Submitted by Seminole Health Department 

The children enjoy water and healthy snacks in between events. 


Members of Healthy Kids Club trained all 
year for their final competition of Field Day, which 
was held on April 28. In addition to the activities pro- 
vided, there was a tug-of-war between the boys and 
girls and all Healthy Kid Club members were given a 
tour of the Seminole fire truck. 

They goggled over the 
gadgets, hoses, and ladders and 
also were able to view and sit 
inside the truck. The event ended 
inside the community center with 
the announcement of the first, sec- 
ond and third place winners for 
each event, followed by the win- 
ners for most attendance, leader- 
ship, most athletic, best attitude, 
best effort and best sportsmanship. 

Field Day was a success 
due to the dedicated efforts of 
community center staff at, 
Dominique Troadec from Family 
Services, Community Diabetes 
Advocate, Barbara Billie, and Stan 
Frischman and his staff from 
Recreation, as well as the 
Seminole Fire and Rescue team. 

Yolanda remained a 
source of support for all with her 
comment of “the children look 
forward to Tuesdays and being a part of the Healthy 
Kids Club.” 

As Jack Gorton stated in his closing words at 
the end of the day, “it is a great program 
and I hope to see it continue for a long 
time.” 

The kids really enjoyed coming 
every Tuesday and truly gave their best 
efforts on Field Day. Congratulations 
everyone on a job well done! Healthy Kids 
Club begins again in the Fall of 2006. Join 
the youth, make your best effort to drink 
water, not soft drinks. 

Everyone received a certificate of 
completion recognizing their efforts. 
Winners are as follows: Awards: 
Feadership: Katie Bert and Haden 
Littlebear, Most Athletic: Stanley Cypress, 
Best Attitude: Roderick Bert, Best Effort: 
Eyanna Billie, Best Sportsmanship: Ricky 
Joe Alumbaugh; Most Attendance: 

Haden Cypress, Stanley Cypress, Katie 
Bert, Roderick Bert, Annabelle 
Whiteshield, Justin Roff, Eyanna Billie, 
Mazzy Robbins, Ricky Joe Alumbaugh, 
Corbin Billie, Jathaniel Brooks. 










The Healthy 


By Fred Cicetti 

[Editor s Note: Fred Cietti is a syndicated columnist 
who writes about issues concering senior citizens ’ 
health. The opinions he expressed are his own. If 
you would like to ask a question, please write fred- 
cicetti@gmail.com. All Rights Reserved © 2006 by 
Fred Cicetti] 
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Submitted by Seminole Health Department 

Salina Dorgan 


Q: Do older people need more sleep? 


Submitted by Seminole Health Department 

Jodi King 


Submitted by Seminole Health Department 

The Under Dawgs 


Seniors need about the same amount of 
sleep as younger adults-seven to nine hours a night. 

Unfortunately, many older adults don’t get 
the sleep they need, because they often have more 
trouble falling asleep. A study of adults older than 
65, found that 13 percent of men and 36 percent of 
women take more than 30 minutes to fall asleep. 

Also, older people often sleep less deeply 
and wake up more often throughout the night, which 
may be why they may nap more often during the 
daytime. Nighttime sleep schedules may change 
with age too. Many older adults tend to get sleepier 
earlier in the evening and awaken earlier in the 
morning. 

Many people believe that poor sleep is a 
normal part of aging, but it is not. Sleep patterns 
change as we age, but disturbed sleep and waking 
up tired every day are not part of normal aging. If 
you are having trouble sleeping, see your doctor or a 
sleep specialist. 

Here are some pointers to help you get bet- 
ter sleep: 

Go to sleep and wake up at the same time, 
even on weekends. Sticking to a regular bedtime 
and wake time schedule helps keep you in sync with 
your body’s circadian clock, a 24-hour internal 
rhythm affected by sunlight. 

Try not to nap too much during the day 
because you might be less sleepy at night. 

Try to exercise at regular times each day. 
Exercising regularly improves the quality of your 
nighttime sleep and helps you sleep more soundly. 


Try to finish your 
workout at least 
three hours before bedtime. 

Try to get some natural 
light in the afternoon each day. 

Be careful about what you eat. Don’t drink 
beverages with caffeine late in the day. Caffeine is a 
stimulant and can keep you awake. Also, if you like 
a snack before bed, a warm beverage and a few 
crackers may help. 

Don’t drink alcohol or smoke cigarettes to 
help you sleep. Even small amounts of alcohol can 
make it harder to stay asleep. Smoking is dangerous 
for many reasons, including the hazard of falling 
asleep with a lit cigarette. Also, the nicotine in ciga- 
rettes is a stimulant. 

Create a safe and comfortable place to 
sleep. Make sure there are locks on all doors and 
smoke alarms on each floor. A lamp that’s easy to 
turn on and a phone by your bed may be helpful. 

The room should be dark, well ventilated, and as 
quiet as possible. 

Develop a bedtime routine. Do the same 
things each night to tell your body that it’s time to 
wind down. Some people watch the evening news, 
read a book, or soak in a warm bath. 

Use your bedroom only for sleeping. After 
turning off the light, give yourself about 1 5 minutes 
to fall asleep. If you are still awake and not drowsy, 
get out of bed. When you get sleepy, go back to bed. 

Try not to worry about your sleep. Some 
people find that playing mental games is helpful. 

For example, tell yourself its five minutes before 
you have to get up and you’re just trying to get a 
few extra winks. 

If you are so tired during the day that you 
cannot function normally and if this lasts for more 
than two to three weeks, you should see your family 
doctor or a sleep disorders specialist. 

If you have a question, please write to fred- 
cicetti@gmail.com. 
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She describes her experience 

as a once in a lifetime joy 

that she will forever cherish. * 

“The first grand 
entry was exciting because 
everyone was ready to 
dance,” said McCall. “It was 
nerve-wracking because it 
was so packed.” * 

“I got to meet new 
people that I still keep in 
touch with,” she added. 

This year marked 
the second consecutive year 
that McCall has had the 
opportunity to compete in the 
pageant. The prior year, 

McCall explained the dynamics on making 
Seminole clothing during the talent competition. 
However, this year she enlightened the rest of the 
Native population with the presentation of 
Seminole chickees. Chickee is a loose translation 
for the word “house.” It is a traditional structure 
constructed with cypress poles and palmetto 
fronds. 

From the cooking, eating, sleeping and 
storage chickees, McCall proudly explained the 
purposes of each and how they were and still are 
utilized in the Seminole communities. 

“I wanted Southwest people to know the 
difference between Seminole chickees,” she said. 


“We don’t live in teepees or pueblos.” 

Talented and ambitious McCall is cur- 
rently attending Florida State University where 
she is entering her sophomore year. She claims to 
have a full schedule of studies that include the- 
ater, one of her favorite classes. During her fresh- 
man year she recalls enjoying attending live plays 
after she finished reading the related book. 

As persuasive as McCall seems to be, 
her efforts during the pageant earned her a Disney 
Cruise out of Orlando, Florida which she will 
take this summer along with the new Miss Indian 
World and the Miss Indian World Committee. She 
won the prize for selling the most raffle tickets. 

She sold tickets up until the day before 
she left Florida. She sold more than 
■ = 4,000 tickets in the Seminole communi- 

ty. McCall was excited to say that a few 
H K Seminoles won prizes that were donated 
^ by the vendors. The raffle winners were 

announced at a banquet held at the 
Aquarium Restaurant in Albuquerque. 

She thanks everyone for their 
support, including the Seminole princess 
pageant committee for helping with the 
II sale of tickets as well as everyone who 
supported the sale, specifically 
Hollywood Council Representative Max 
' B. Osceola Jr. and Trail Liaison William 
* Osceola who was a winner along with 
Steven Bowers., Alice Billie of Big 
Cypress and Suraiya Smith of Brighton. 
McCall also extends her gratitude for 
overall support to the Seminole Tribal 
Council. 

“Without the Tribal Council my 
participation in the pageant would not be 
possible,” said McCall. 

While the Miss Indian World 
pageant took place other Tribal citizens 
were spotted enjoying the festivities. 
Tribal citizens Cornelia Osceola from 
the Hollywood reservation and her two 
sisters strolled around the outdoors of 


the arena sampling the many varieties of Native made 
foods while shopping from the many vendors selling 
popular tradition items. 

Also, Tribal citizen Mary Billie and her fam- 
ily toured nearby and were spotted at the famous Old 
Town along with the out-of-the-norm crowd that vis- 
ited Albuquerque during the city’s 300th birthday cel- 
ebration. 

While all the mentioned activities happened 
simultaneously, Tribal citizen Wanda Bowers, mother 
of McCall and Seminole Princess Pageant chair- 
woman, kept herself busy when appointed a Pow 
Wow dance judge by the Miss Indian World pageant 
committee. 
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Okeechobee Honors Seminole Artist 



Susan Etxebarria 


Jimmy Scott Osceola and Okeechobee Council Member Dowling Watford. 


By Susan Etxebarria 

OKEECHOBEE CITY, FL 

— A tribute to Seminole artist, 

Jimmie Scott Osceola, and the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida was the 
focus of a city park celebration held 
in Okeechobee City on May 19. Two 
significant actions took place that day 
showing that the city applauds the 
achievements of the Tribe and its 
Brighton neighbors. 

A proclamation on the part 
of Okeechobee City Council declar- 
ing Saturday as Jimmie Scott Osceola 
Day was announced at the regular 
meeting on May 16. After the city 
meeting Jimmie’s brother, Joe Dan 
Osceola, remarked it was the first 
time in all these years that the 
Seminole Tribe was invited to a city 
meeting. 

In addition to honoring 
Jimmie Scott Osceola at the celebra- 
tion the organizers pulled off another 
surprise. City Council Member 
Dowling Watford gave the symbolic 
keys to the city to Seminole Tribe of 
Florida’s Chairman Mitchell Cypress, 
who accepted them on behalf of the 
Tribe. 

Giving anyone the keys to a 
city is considered a big honor 
reserved for special individuals on 
special occasions. Council Members 
Lowry Markham and Shirley 
Brennan, Lydia Williams and Mayor 
James Kirk were also present. 

Council Member Watford 
was instrumental in getting state 
funds allocated for the new state park 
at the site of the Battle of 
Okeechobee. 

“When I was a kid growing 
up in Okeechobee I didn’t know any- 
thing about the Seminole culture,” he 
said. “They were my friends but 
when you’re a kid you don’t think 
much about that. Over the years I learned more. Now I 
have a family connection with four grandchildren in the 
Tribe. I have learned to really appreciate the Seminole 
culture.” 

This first-ever Okeechobee City event honoring 
the culture of the Tribe and one of its Tribal citizens may 
be the start of an annual celebration. That’s what C. J. 
Rodriguez, owner of Dust Collector Antiques, 
Collectables & Fine Arts, said he hopes for. She was orig- 
inally planning just an art showing of Osceola’s fantastic 
work, especially his fine drawings in India ink, and she 


enlisted the help of Council Member Lydia Jean 
Williams, who is also the executive director for 
Okeechobee Main Street, Inc. 

Between the two women their efforts evolved 
into a week of celebrations. Besides the proclamation and 
the Saturday celebration, there was the monthly 
Okeechobee Main Street Mixer at the antique store on 
May 18, where Jimmie Osceola and his family members 
were introduced. There was a good crowd of appreciative 
people in attendance. 

❖ See ARTIST, page 22 


Tribal Council 
Holds May Meeting 

By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — At the Tribal Council meet- 
ing held on the Brighton reservation on May 12, the 
Council unanimously approved Resolution 26 for the 
purchase of a Bell 430 Helicopter from Illinois Air 
after being assured it was a good deal. 

“If we want to sell the helicopter later on 
down the road can we get the same price for it?” asked 
Hollywood Representative Max Osceola of Ken Dunn 
representing the Seminole Aviation department. 

Dunn assured the Council that the helicopter 
is being purchased for less than the current market 
value and could be resold at the same price if need be. 
He said a higher price was offered by another party for 
the helicopter but their bid came too late after a deal 
was already struck by the Tribe. 

This will be the third helicopter owned and 
operated by the Tribe. Brighton Representative 
Andrew Bowers Jr. said Tribal citizens want to know 
what the helicopters are used for. Dunn said that all are 
used for a variety of purposes including firefighting, 
mosquito control, medical emergencies and evacua- 
tion, photography missions and occasional transport of 
officials to far off meetings and business trips. 

One helicopter alone logged 290 hours in the 
air in 2005, Dunn said, and many departments have 
requested use of the helicopters including Housing and 
of Water Resources. Occasionally Seminole 
Broadcasting has used the aviation services to film 
events such as the Rez Rally. Also, similar helicopter 
services are provided to the Miccosukee Tribe under a 
contractual agreement. 

To learn how Tribal politics operates, youths 
from the fourth and fifth grades of the Brighton Pull- 
Out Program were in attendance at the council meet- 
ing. 

They were welcomed by Representative 
Bowers who said: “We are glad to see children inter- 
ested enough in the government of the Tribe to sit in 
this meeting 

Resolution 22 

An amendment to the Seminole Tribe Gaming 
Code was approved 5-0. It was a simple clarification 
of wording in regards to Ordinance #0106 that reflects 
the current structure under Federal law regarding Class 
I, Class II and Class III gaming subject to the Indian 
National Gaming Commission. 

Resolution 23 

A license to operate a retail tobacco outlet in 
the Food Court of the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & 
Casino was granted to Christine Nelson Nevaquaya of 
Hollywood by 5-0 approval of the Council. A Tribal 
citizen asked why tribal members are not informed of 
this and similar opportunities to open shops at the 
Hard Rock Hotel. 

❖ See COUNCIL, page 3 



Janice Billie 

Tampa residents (L-R) Jane Osceola, Annie Henry, Bobby Henry, Susie Henry and Linda Storm. 


Tampa Field Office Grand Opening 


By Janice Billie 

TAMPA — On the morning of May 17 
the Seminole community of Tampa held an offi- 
cial grand opening for the new Tampa Field 
Office. 

Tampa Tribal Council Liaison Richard 
Henry and staff welcomed Tribal officials, citi- 
zens and employees to the newly remodeled suite 
of offices to celebrate a milestone in the develop- 
ment of this Seminole community. 

The visiting dignitaries in attendance 
were Chairman Mitchell Cypress, President 
Moses Osceola, Hollywood Council 
Representative Max Osceola, Brighton Council 
Representative Andrew Bowers, Ft. Pierce 
Liaison Sally Tommie and reigning Seminole 
Princes Christine McCall. 

In the 25 years the Tampa Seminole 
reservation has been in existence the field office 
has been temporarily accommodated in various 
locations, once it was a two room trailer. This is 
the one that has been optimistically anticipated. 

The new offices are located at 6401 
Harney Road, minutes from the Tampa Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino. 

The building’s grounds are accented by 
oak trees, however the non-descript exterior holds 


no indication of the regally decorated offices 
within. Cherry wood framed historical photos of 
Seminoles and their way of life are prominently 
displayed in the halls and each office. The desks 
and trim are repeated in the same dark wood cre- 
ating a stately ambiance. 

The departments presently located in the 
suite of offices are: Broadcasting, Education, 
Family Services, Culture, Housing and Health. 

The Broadcasting department’s office includes a 
viewing room and the Culture department has a 
crafts room. There is also a spacious conference 
room in the center of the oval shaped layout. 

Before the official ceremony began, 
guests arrived early to tour the rooms and visit 
with the residents and visitors. Old friends and 
relatives had the opportunity to catch up and 
share a good occasion. 

At the appointed time the residents and 
guests gathered outside of the building to witness 
the grand opening. Once all the officials and sen- 
ior Tampa residents were lined up the mike was 
turned over to Bobby Henry, medicine man and 
prominent resident of the Tampa community. 

Dressed in traditional clothing highlight- 
ed by a plumed Seminole turban Henry eloquently 

❖ See TAMPA, page 4 


Seminoles, Floridians, Historians Commemorate 
New State Park at the Okeechobee Battlefield Site 


By Susan Etxebarria 

OKEECHOBEE, 

FL — “I didn’t know what 
‘hallowed ground’ meant 
until I went to Gettysburg,” 
said Tribal citizen Willie 
Johns. “As I was standing 
here I understood this is what 
it meant. This is our hal- 
lowed ground. And, we are 
looking over the battlefield.” 

Johns was present at 
the Press Conference held 
May 25 on the grounds of 
the 145 acre site where 
Seminole warriors made their 
heroic stand against the 
armed forces of General 
Zachary Taylor on Christmas 
Eve, 1837. Stretched out 
before him was a large 
prairie of grasses surrounded 
by a perimeter of tree ham- 
mocks. 

“All the major play- 
ers were here,” he said. 
“Alligator, Aripeka, 
Coacoochee. Everyone, but 
Osceola. In my mind I can 
see the battle and I can hear 
it. This was the pivotal 
moment where our leaders 
showed their force. Most of 
us are here today because of 



Susan Etxebarria 

Willard Steele shows historic map at Press 
Conference. A 


them. We are their descen- 
dants.” 

Joining together to 
celebrate the creation of the 
new state park that will forever 
memorialize the fiercest battle 
of the three Seminole Wars 
was a mix of people, all of 
whom were involved in some 
small and large way in accom- 
plishing an almost impossible 
feat-convincing the state to 
purchase the land for posterity 
before it was sold for housing 
development. 

The press conference 
was arranged by Shawn 
Henderson of President Moses 
Osceola’s office and she elo- 
quently introduced the guest 
speakers, many whose elation 
and emotion was evident. 

“On this property here 
many soldiers gave their lives 
on both sides,” said 
Okeechobee City Councilman 
Dowling Watford. “This place 
is an important part of 
Seminole history and State his- 
tory. A project like this doesn’t 
happen overnight. There have 
been many hurdles and I can’t 
say enough, and I am so grate- 

See OKEECHOBEE, page 24 


Tribal Citizen’s Business Featured on Oprah 


Submitted by Tennessee T- 
Cakes, Inc. 

Seminole Tribal citizen 
Gladys Bowers Bratcher and busi- 
ness partner Frances Barkley’s 
business Tennessee T-Cakes were 
featured on the Oprah Winfrey 
Show on May 1 6 during the seg- 
ment titled “Best Cakes in the 
Country.” According to Bratcher, 
the two had to hire additional 
employees for baking and office 
work. 

The cakes were also fea- 
tured on an episode of The Food 
Network’s show Roker on the 
Road, which aired Sept. 12, 

2005, and again in March 2006. 

This summer we will be featured 
again on The Food Network with 
a new show with current host 
Paula Dean’s two sons called Two For the Road. 

Tennessee T-Cakes, Inc. was created by Bratcher 
and Barkley in 1992. The two started baking t-cakes in a 


home kitchen, but soon moved to the 
Nashville Business Incubation Center, 
which helps start up companies. 

After five years Tennessee T- 
Cakes moved to its current location. 
The company has been at its current 
address, 200 Hill Ave, Ste. 3, 

Nashville, TN 37210, for about seven 
years. Although their kitchen is rela- 
tively small, the bakers can produce 
thousands of t-cakes in a short period 
of time. 

In the early years, Gladys and 
Frances spent a lot of time perfecting 
the recipe, researching ways of pack- 
aging, shipping, etc. They attend many 
networking functions and started 
exhibiting at upscale holiday shows in 
a number of different states. 

Currently, they bake the t- 
cakes in the classic original flavor, but 
have recently added flavored t-cakes such as lemon, key 
lime and truffle. To order t-cakes or for more information, 
please visit www.tntcakes.com. 



Submitted by Tennessee T-Cakes, Inc. 


(L-R) Frances Barkley and Tribal 
Citizen Gladys Bowers Bratcher. 
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Photo Quiz 




Tribal citizens may pick up a 
complimentary copy of the 
2006-January 2007 Seminole Tribal 
calendar at your reservation’s field 
office. 

This year’s calendar features 
the Big Cypress reservation’s Ah-Tah- 
Thi-Ki Museum and Billie Swamp 
Safari. 

All others may purchase cal- 
endars for $ 1 0 by ordering online at 
www.seminoletribe.com/marketplace 
or by calling Darline Buster at (954) 
966-6300, Ext 1266. 


Previous Photo Quiz 



Laura Mae Jumper Osceola 


The Seminole Tribune 


I f you need a reporter or you would 
like to submit an article, birthday 
wish or poem to The Seminole 
Tribune, please contact the Editor-In- 
Chief Virginia Mitchell at (800) 683- 


7800, Ext. 1260. E-mail 
vmitchell@semtribe.com, fax (954) 
967-3482, or mail to: The Seminole 
Tribune, 6300 Stirling Road, 
Hollywood, Florida 33024. 
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Happy Father’s Day! 


F ather’s Day. ... this brings many memories to 
mind. Many of us were lucky to grow up with 
our dads and our uncles who, in our culture, rep- 
rimanded their brother’s or sister’s kids. There were 
times when I would see my uncle running after one of 
his nephews, chasing him with a stick ready to scratch 
him and make him behave. I would laugh until they 
were running after me. 

There were good times, too, like hunting in 
the hammocks looking for deer or anything we could 
find for dinner maybe wild turkey, turtles or herons. I 
remember sitting around a fire and listening to the sto- 
ries our dads had to tell of days gone by. We thought 
those moments would never end. 

We have a lot to be grateful for today. Our 
Tribe has come a long way and I am very proud to be 
Seminole. Our culture and traditions have always kept 
us pushing forward. We must always remember from 
where we have come, so that we can be successful in 
where we are going. 

I wish you a very wonderful day and the 
goodness of children and grandchildren to make you 
feel special and loved. God bless our dads and uncles! 

Mitchell Cypress, Chairman 

Seminole Tribe of Florida 


A s we approach Father’s Day, I hope each of us are making plans to 
treat our fathers to a very special day! Make it the best you can 
because your dad is a once in a lifetime opportunity-you’ll only 
have him in your life so show him just how much you appreciate and love 
him! 

I am also aware too that not all parent-children relationships are 
at their best; however, the good Lord tells us to forgive and to restore. I 
pray that where these difficult situations exist that healing will come about 
so that a good relation-ship can result for you. 

On this Father’s Day, I will remember my dad, as many of you 
will also whose dad has passed on, all the good as well as the not-so-good 
times we enjoyed together. I will remember that my dad wanted the best 
for his children and worked his hardest to do the best he could for us. He 
told us to go to school and get an education so that earning a living would- 
n’t be as hard for us as it was for him as he could barely read and write. 

I am proud of my dad, as I know you are of yours, for what he 
was able to accomplish, for his encouragement, his love and the fact that 
he made sure that we were on the right track of life by doing all the father- 
ly things including whippings, which none of us enjoyed. Most of all I 
thank God that my dad passed away a Christian man because I know that 
he is alive and well in that wonderful place called Heaven. 

So on Father’s Day, let us thank God for our dads and give him a 
great day off! May God bless you always! 

Moses Osceola, President 
Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc. 


Survey of the Seminoles of Florida 


By Roy Nash 

[Editor s Note: This is a verbatim re-print of a survey of the 
Seminole Indians by Roy Nash conducted on behalf of the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs in 1930. This is Part 5 of a series The Seminole 
Tribune will re-print in its entirety. Please see the June 30 issue of 
The Tribune for Part 6.] 

Excerpt 16. Part 1: The Physical Environment 

SEMINOLE SURVEY OF 1930 

By Roy Nash 


CHAPTER II 

A TYPICAL CAMP OF 1930 
SECTION 3: FAUNA 

A scientist is concerned with everything; an Indian is 
concerned with anything he can make use of. I shall discuss the 
Floridian fauna only from the Indian’s viewpoint: Things he can 
eat, things he can wear, things he can sell, and things that menace 
him or his property. 

MAMMALS 

Of the mammals which furnish the Seminole pelts which 
can be converted into cash, the raccoon is the most important. 

One otter is worth many coon skins, but otter are getting scarce. 
Mink in the extreme south are fairly common but do not figure in 
the exchequer. Buckskin brings him in some money; deer howev- 
er, are worth more for their meat than for their hides. Skunks he 
does not bother with. The red and gray fox, wolf, wildcat, bobcat 
and panther he kills too infrequently to count as assets. Black bear 
are fairly common in the Big Cypress and there are some north of 
Okeechobee, but they are not worth much. 

Venison is the Seminole’s chief article of meat diet 
derived from the wilds. Deer are still plentiful in the Everglades, 
the Big Cypress, and north of Okeechobee. If he were approach- 
ing the limit of his food supply, the Seminole easily could add 
great quantities of rabbits which to-day he does not consider 
worth expending ammunition upon. Opossum, moles, shrews, 
bats, weasels, squirrels, mice, and rats exist but do not enter into 
the Indian’s domestic economy. 

BIRDS 

The avifauna is the glory and the grace of these dismal 
swamps where dwell the Seminoles. Herons, bitterns, coots, 
ducks, the cormorant, the Everglade kite brighten the monotony 
of these dreary wastes, gay things like autumn leaves sailing 
down the wind. Gone, however, are the brightest of the lot, the 
flamingo, the scarlet ibis, the roseate spoonbill — to bright to be 
tolerated by the master of the signboards, the motor car, and 
moonshine. 

So far as sustaining life goes, the Seminole could supply 
himself abundantly with most delicate meat if the deer were exter- 
minated; wild turkeys, curlew, the whooping cranes, quail, duck, 
and other luxurious morsels would still suffice. The egret, once a 
considerable source of Seminole revenue, no longer can legally be 
killed for its plumage; the number is increasing, and this bird is 
no longer in danger of extinction. 

REPTILES 

The reptile fauna of south Florida includes the crocodile, 
alligator, 9 lizards, 30 snakes, and 14 turtles. Alligators furnish 
the Seminole with the one source of cash income which can legal- 
ly be hunted the year round; they are, however, no longer abun- 
dant. Large turtles furnish a delicate item of diet. The water moc- 
casin and rattlesnake occasionally, but not often, ring down the 
final curtain upon his nomadic career. 

FISHES 

One fine thing which has resulted from the drainage 
canals in south Florida is the concentration of the finny tribes in 
waters where they can be readily caught. The Tamiami is always 
lined with fisherman. Fresh-water species include large and small- 
mouthed black bass, pike, perch, jack, bream, shell cracker, red- 
breast, stump knocker. Harper, of the Geological Survey, says a 
million dollars’ worth of catfish are shipped annually from 
Okeechobee alone. In the commercial side of fishing, however, 
the Seminole takes no part; nor are fish much of an item in his 
diet for the reason that his camps are far from the canals and lakes 
for the most part. He is permitted plenty of water — but not water 
that anybody else wants. When the tourist lets his brain dwell 
upon the dangers that lurk in the melancholy reaches through 
which he speeds on the Tamiami Trail at 60 miles an hour, he is 
apt to fix upon the rattlesnake as the black beast of the picture. 

The rattlesnake is a house pet compared with sand flies, horse- 
flies, or mosquitoes. Let me turn over the pen fro two paragraphs 
to Zane Grey: 

On the afternoon of April 12 we anchored off the mouth 
of Chatam River from the mangroves. They arrived 10,000,000 
strong. It was impossible to keep them out of the saloon, and we 
were soon driven to our staterooms. They darkened the outside of 
the window screens and kept up a loud whine. Ordinarily mosqui- 


toes never interfered with my activity, if they did sometimes ham- 
per my enjoyment. But in the Everglades mosquitoes must be 
reckoned with. At times they were horrible. On a windless night 
like this, if a man were caught out unprotected, they would kill 
him. 

All the way down (Lostmans River) the hot breeze blew 
on my face, with its tidings of inscrutable things. And as I pon- 
dered I watched the huge horseflies that swarmed like bumblebees 
round our speed boat. They flew like a humming bird. They had 
the speed of a bullet, the irregular flight of a bat. They were of 
many sizes and colors, and some were truly wonderful. I saw one 
fully 2 inches long. It alighted on my knee. It had a purple head, 
amber wings and a body that beggared description. It was verita- 
bly the king of all flies, beautiful, yet somehow hideous. I shud- 
dered as I saw it feeling for a place to bite through my clothes. 
Finally I hit it with my hat — knocked it down hard in the boat; 
yet it buzzed up and streaked away, high in the air. The 
Everglades bred that fly; and there seemed something significant 
in the fact. 

Excerpt 17 Part 1: The Physical Environment 

SECTION 4: THE CHANGES OF 50 YEARS 
RAILROADS 

When Clay MacCauley made his Seminole survey in 
1880, the southern end of railroad construction was Orlando. 

Since then the Florida East Coast has pushed railroads to Key 
West, and down along the eastern shore of Lake Okeechobee. The 
Seaboard Airline has crossed his habitat with a line through 
Seabring, Okeechobee City, Palm Beach, and thence down the 
east coast; and with another line down the west coast that runs 
through Arcadia and Fort Myers to Naples. The Atlantic Coast 
Line has driven one line down the west coast to Marco, and 
another south through the Big Cypress Swamp to Everglades, 
with a branch that sweeps around the southwest shore of Lake 
Okeechobee and taps the sugar country. 

ROADS 

A hard-surface road now cuts the Indian country from 
Fort Pierce through Okeechobee City to Arcadia and the west 
coast; the Tamiami Trail cuts square across the southern end of 
the Everglades; and a third traverse hard -surface road, already 
completed from the east coast to Clewiston, will within a few 
years will afford a swift crossing from Palm Beach to Fort Myers. 
Hard-surface roads run north and south along both coasts. A hard- 
surface road runs north from Okeechobee 20 miles to Fort Drum. 
The Connors Highway connects Okeechobee City to Palm Beach. 
A hard-surface road runs out from Stuart to Indian Town. And it 
seems only a question of time until the hard- surface road along 
the Miami Canal, already built to the Dade County line, will be 
continued north to Lake Okeechobee through the heart of the 
Everglades, becoming immediately a main north and south thor- 
oughfare. 

A good gravel road runs from Everglades through 
Immokalee to La Belle; and a very wretched road continues north 
from Fort Drum to connect with the Tampa-Melbourne hard- sur- 
face road. Numerous trails which are all impassible in the wet 
season, but which will afford entrance to the Indian country in the 
hunting season, cut the Seminoles habitat in all directions. 

CITIES 

Within this half century, too have sprung up on the mar- 
itime fringe of the Seminole’s habitat the most popular winter 
resorts in eastern United States; Fort Myers, Miami, Fort 
Lauderdale, Palm Beach, and a score of lesser names. 

Miami had the largest numerical increase of any city in 
Florida during the period from 1920 to 1930, with 81,000 addi- 
tional citizens on her roster for the last census. Miami now has 
110,637 residents. The population of the entire state of Florida is 
now 1,468,211 a gain of 51.6 percent in 10 years. 

AGRICULTURAL AND ANIMAL HUSBANDRY 

Northwest of the Kissimmee Prairies has developed in 
the last century what is the very heart and core of the Florida cit- 
rus industry. Sugar and truck gardens have ringed nearly three- 
fourths of Lake Okeechobee. The best of the land between the 
Atlantic Ocean and the Everglades has been occupied by truck 
farms and citrus orchards. All the good grazing lands have been 
stocked with the white man’s cattle. 

WHAT REMAINS OF THE SEMINOLE? 

Having set down these facts, one unacquainted with the 
region might imagine that nothing remains for the primitive 
hunter. Yet the final fact — most important of all to him — is that 
there remains in the year 1930 in South Florida an area as large as 
the state of Connecticut, not less than 5,000 square miles, where 
the Seminole’s only competitors are white trappers living the 
same mode of life as himself. More then half this wilderness is so 
forbidding, so difficult, that the Seminole is the only man in 
Florida who can wrest a living from it. To his camps in the Big 
Cypress, the Everglades, Indian Prairie, and along Cow Creek we 
shall now turn. 


Letters & E-mait 


Please send all letters to 6300 Stirling Road, Hollywood, FL 33024 
tribune@semtribe.com 


Dear Editor, 

I just heard recently that the 
Seminole Tribe may be going class three 
gaming, to include blackjack, within your 
casino. 

Thank You, 

Paul N. Remkes 

Dear Mr. Remkes, 

The change to Florida ’s constitu- 
tion is to allow class three style slot 
machines only, no table games were 
approved. The change is scheduled to go 
into effect on July 1. At this point that 
timing looks unlikely. 

Sincerely, 

Robert F. Moreland 

VP, IT Operations 

Seminole Tribe of Florida Gaming 


Dear Editor, 

Does Coconut Creek Casino have 
video poker machines? 

Sincerely, 

Charles Glassburn 

Dear Mr. Glassburn, 

Thank you for your inquiry into 
video poker at Seminole Coconut Creek 
Casino. At this time we have 18 poker 
machines at the property. They are locat- 
ed at the center of the casino floor and 
any of our staff can help you locate them. 
Sincerely, 

Steve Bonner 
General Manager 
Coconut Creek Casino 


Dear Editor, 

I am trying to find the meaning of 
the word Chalo. I think it is Seminole. 
There is a festival with name Chalo Nitka, 
commonly called day of the big bass. 

Do you know how I might find 
out what Chalo is referring to specifically? 
Thanks, 

Carri Stover 

Dear Ms. Stover, 

Chalo does mean bass in our 
Seminole Creek language. 

Sincerely, 

Lorene Gopher 

Director of Cultural Programs 
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Big Cypress Trading Post Turns Two 

By Iretta Tiger 

BIG CYPRESS — Free 
hot dogs, free soda and free cake. 

If you were in Big Cypress on 
May 19 you were probably one of 
the lucky ones enjoying this cele- 
bration. 

The occasion was the sec- 
ond anniversary of the Big Cypress 
Trading Post. The post actually 
opened on May 17, 2004. It is run 
by the Tribal Board. 

Since it’s opening the 
Trading Post has nearly tripled its 
income. Not bad for a two year 
old. 

“This store has come a 
long way,” said Cheryl Bolton, 
business and economic develop- 
ment manager for the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida, Inc. 

More importantly is the 
role the Trading Post plays within 
the BC community. When hurri- 
cane Wilma struck, the post 
helped to provide fuel, food and ice. Today the was upgraded with a new generator. When the power 

Trading Post is very prepared for the next hurricane; it § oes out U w '^ on 'y be out for a few minutes. 
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Council 


Continued from page 1 


It was explained by Representative Max 
Osceola that that the Tribe leases the food court to an 
outside vendor and has no say in this matter so it is up 
to individual members to make inquiries and strike a 


Wade Micco introduces himself at the podium. All the students 
took turns introducing themselves to the Tribal Council. 


deal with the vendor. 

“The food court is leased for,” said Osceola. 
“Christine went to the vendor and negotiated a price 
for the space and then brought it to the Council and 
anyone can do that.” 

She will also pay the Tribe a percentage for 
the license of the sales of the tobacco products. 

Two resolutions approving loans to Tribal cit- 
izens were discussed at some length. 

Resolution 24 

Approved 5-0 was the resolution that reads as 
follows: “Theodore Nelson Sr. Loan Application and 
Rehabilitation and Repair of the off Reservation 
Home of Minor Tribal citizens, Wilma Scott 
Nelson, David James Nelson and Robert Henry 
Nelson.” 

Tribal Treasurer Mike Tiger said the 
Nelson home was destroyed by fire on Aug. 20, 

2003 and the Nelson family has been trying to 
get their insurance carrier to adequately cover 
the costs of repair ever since. Their insurance 
provider would only cover a fraction of the 
repairs, but the Nelsons have estimated they will 
need more. 

After many hassles they have hired an 
attorney to sue the insurance provider to recover 
the costs of repair. Meanwhile the family has had 
to live at various locations which consequently 
has been disrupting their children’s education. 
Representative Max Osceola said the Tribe is 
committed to assisting families and protecting 
their welfare. 

“They have been living here and yon,” 
said Osceola “The loan will be in the best inter- 
est of the minor Tribal children.” 

A special exception was made to the Tribe’s 
standard loan program to allow this loan. The loan 
will be 30 years with 10 percent interest with the 
understanding that whatever costs can be recovered 
from the insurance provider will be applied to the 
loan. 


Resolution 25 

A personal business loan approved 5-0 was 
made to Billy Joe Johns of Brighton for the purchase 
of land in Alabama for the production of timber and 
cattle. The loan makes the Tribe the mortgage holder 
and if the loan defaults the land and assets go back to 
the Tribe. 

Johns was praised for his success as a cattle- 
man and businessman. Johns is making 
a sizeable down payment and has 
proven his ability to repay loans. 
Representative Bowers pointed out that 
Johns is doing what the cattle program 
was originally designed to do. 

“It was supposed to teach you 
to learn enough about the cattle busi- 
ness to be able to go out on your own,” 
he said. 

Resolution 21 

In anticipation of creating a 
charter school at Brighton this resolu- 
tion would have defined educational 
services “to be provided and not to be 
provided to Tribal member’s descen- 
dants that are not eligible for enroll- 
ment in the Seminole Tribe of Florida,” 
according to the resolution text. 

Representative Moses Osceola 
said the matter is already addressed by 
the Constitution and indicates what 
“we can do and not do.” Representative 
Max Osceola said if the policy seems 
ambiguous then the policy should be 
clarified. 

The resolution failed 4- 1 , 
with Representative Bowers offering 
the only affirmative vote. 

Resolution 20 

In regards to this resolution on the consent 
agenda, Danny Jumper explained the resolution would 
give him the authority to organize a special committee 
with representation from all reservations for organiz- 
ing activities to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the 
signing of the Tribal Constitution on August 21, 1957. 
It passed. 

At the close of the meeting, Education 
Director Lorene Gopher brought the school children 
forward to the podium to introduce them selves indi- 


Susan Etxebarria 


Kassandra Baker takes her turn at the podium while 
Education Director Lorene Gopher looks on. Susan Etxebarna 

vidually to the Council. Each one approached the 

-mierophono-and-spoko4homnamesind-grade^4n — 

Creek. 

“It is good to see the younger generation get- 
ting involved in the Tribal Council,” said Chairman 
Mitchell Cypress. “I think the Brighton youth are 
doing a good job learning their language.” 


The police know your rights - do you? 
Call my office for a free consultation 

Richard Castillo 
954 - 522-3500 

24 HOURS A DAY 

For fifteen years i have protected rights 

LIKE YOURS. MY OFFICE DEFENDS DUl’S, DRUG 
OFFENSES, SUSPENDED LICENSE, DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE, AND ALL FELONIES AND MISDEMEANORS. 

The hiring of an attorney is an important decision that should not be based solely 
upon advertisement. Richard Castillo worked as a Public Defender in Broward 
County from 1990-1996 and has been in private practice for nine years. 

In 1995 he was voted the Trial Attorney of the year He graduated from 
Capital University in 1989 and was admitted to the Florida Bar in 1990, 

Federal Bar in 1992, and the Federal Trial Bar in 1994. 
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"The Buying Place". . . 

Experience Native American culture and 
explore luxurious Seminole retail 
providing one of a kind 
authentic Native American art work. 

We are open 
7 days a week 
Sundays - Saturdays 
10:00 am -12:00 am 


Located at the 

Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino 
on the Casino floor. 

1 Seminole Way 
Hollywood, FL 33314 
(954) 797-5550 



OKALEE INDIAN VILLAGE 

( 954 ) 797-5551 




Witd life presentations for 
scheduled groups of 10 or more 



iUM't ..jflii 
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Cooking woodwork, basket 
weaving and dollmaking are 
demonstrated. 

# wild 

Experience up close Florida 
Panthers, Macaws, Alligators, 
Fox, Racoons and River Otters 


4IIFT 

Seminole Arts 8. Crafts: 
lewelry, clothing, woodwork 
and Seminole baskets & dolls. 


Located at the Seminole Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino inside the 
Seminole Paradise 

5716 Seminole Way 
Hollywood, FL 33314 
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Immokalee Master Plan Meeting 


By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — Director of Public Works 
Susie Kippenberger announced a meeting at the gym 
on May 15 for the community to receive a progress 


report on the Immokalee Master Plan. 

With regard to commercial development, 
Cheryl Bolton, representing the Board, opened the 
meeting with a review of the plans for the conven- 
ience store. Distributing an aerial survey which 
included a site plan, she discussed delays caused by 
wetland impacts and waste water distribution. 

“Things are finally beginning to come 
together and hopefully the plans will be certified 
within the next few weeks and then can be let out for 
bids,” she said. “If all goes well, a ground breaking 
may take place by late August.” 

Bolton concluded by showing slides of the 
progress taking place at the Hollywood convenience 
store. 

Addressing the Seminole Tribe’s Security 
Improvements, Alan Kopalka took the floor. Holding 
up a very attractive architectural rendering, he 
remarked that several options were being examined, 
including a privacy wall to surround the community 
and restrict traffic flow and visitor access. Security 
barriers and camera coverage were also possibilities. 

The Immokalee housing development 
update was presented by Amy Yzaguirre. She stated 
that while 30 new houses have been mentioned, actu- 
ally only 1 0 are proposed at this time and six renova- 
tions to enlarge current family residences are in the 
works. 

“Blacktopping for driveways and improved 
landscaping in our community are being contracted at 



Judy Weeks 


Alan Kopalka leads the discussion on possible securi- 
ty improvements for the community. 


this time and should begin in the not too distant 
future.” she said. “Utilities is working on a survey for 
new construction, which must be completed before the 
laying of roads. If this is completed by August, the 

roads may get underway in September,” 
said Yzaguirre. “A tentative deadline for 
the completion of the first ten homes 
was set for May 10, 2007. Personally, I 
do not see this happening since the roads 
won’t even begin until this fall.” 

The proposed plans for the new 
Immokalee Sports Complex and Youth 
Center were presented by Hilario 
Candela, on behalf of Panther 
Development Investments. A fellow of 
the Institute of Architecture, he had pre- 
pared a very compact and attractive ren- 
dering of the proposed project. 

His aim was to develop a cam- 
pus with green space and connected 
buildings to make a town center effect, 
which could become a hub for the com- 
munity. The gymnasium, with a wrap 
around track and locker rooms, would 
occupy one side. 

This facility would be connect- 



Judy Weeks 


Immokalee community members and Tribal employ- 
ees attended the informative Master Plan meeting. 


ed by covered walkways on either side of the park to 
the youth center. A swimming pool with seven lanes, 
diving board and water park would be placed at the 
rear of the complex in order to afford a properly 
guarded and controlled atmosphere. 

The architectural rendering was very well 
received. It was noted that it was close enough to resi- 
dences for walking or bicycling without being an 
invasion of privacy. 

On behalf of the Utilities department, Joel 
Kippenberger, announced that every effort was being 
made to eradicate the rodents from the community. 
Unfortunately, it was going to take some time, in 
order to protect the residents’ pets and small children. 
However, he was very confident that they were get- 
ting the upper hand on the situation. 

Immokalee Council Liaison Ralph Sanchez 
made numerous inquiries concerning ongoing proj- 
ects. Susie Kippenberger addressed these issues. 

“The new Administration Building should be 
ready for occupancy by the end of May. The interior 
designer is furnishing it now and we are looking to 
set a date for the grand opening sometime near the 
beginning of June,” said Kippenberger. 

“A trailer has been ordered for the expansion 
of the preschool space because the actual construction 
of a new facility is a few years down the road. Your 
new church is in the designing process at this time,” 
she added. 

With respect to an inquiry about a generator 
for the new Administration Building, she said that it 
has been ordered and should be installed before the 
hurricane season gets underway. 

The meeting was very productive and 
informative. The community members appeared very 
satisfied with the progress that has taken place and 
are in accord with the future developments. 



Judy Weeks 

Hilario Candela (left) discusses architectural issues. 


* Tampa 

Continued from page 1 


expressed his thoughts and feelings on this 
day. Prefacing his speech by the statement, 
“I’m going to speak Indian because I am an 
Indian.” 

Henry eloquently expressed not only 
the journey that culminated in the opening of 
the field office but the journey of the Seminole 
in general. He made a point in explaining in 
the Indian way buying or owning land was not 
a concept of Indian people, it has become a 
practice due to the necessities of a new way of 
life. His message emphasized the importance 
of preserving the culture of the Seminole, and 
knowing when change is necessary for the 
good of the tribe and moving forward in that 
knowledge. 

Following Henry, Chairman Cypress, 
the council representatives and Liaison 
Richard Henry all took a few minutes to talk 
about events of the last 25 years and the 
changes the Tampa reservation community 
have seen. This new office is one change 
everyone agrees rings in a new era for the resi- 
dents it will serve. 

After the ceremony the gathering 
retreated to an area across the street where a 
picnic style lunch was set up and served by the 
community members. 



Janice Billie 
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The Culture department craft room. 


AUTO ACCIDENT PAIN!!! 

Dr. Rush Can Help You 
Successfully Treat... 

• Neck Pain 

• Lower Back Pain 

• Headaches 

• Leg fif Arm Pain ^ 

• Joint Pain 

• Muscle Pain 



FREE SPINAL EXam 

1 fif CONSULTATION 1 
TO ALL TRIBAL CITIZENS 
AND EMPLOYEES 

L— ($150 Value) 


Let Dr. Rush Help You! 

Dr. Brian C. Rush 
Chiropractic Physician 
10830 Pines Blvd. • Pembroke Pines 
(954) 432-5006 

(Located next to Rally's Gym in the Bahama Breeze plaza.) 

THE WT1ENT AND ANY OTHER PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR PAYMENT HAS A RIGHT TO REFUSE TO PAY. CANCa PAYMENT, OR BE REIMBURSED FOR PAYMENT FOR ANY OTHER SERVICE, EXAMINATION. 

OR TREATMENT THAT IS PERFORMED AS A RESULT OF AND WHIN 11 HOURS OF RESPONDING TO THE ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE FREE. DISCOUNTED FEE. OR REDUCED FEE SERVICE. EXAMINATION, OR TREATMENT 


We accept your insurance plan, PPO's, 
POS, Medicare, Auto Insurance. 



The Seminole Tribe of Florida’s Family Services 
Department welcomes back 
The Summer Youth Work Experience 
and Internship Program! 

DATES: Monday June 5 through Friday August 4 . 


This two-month program is designed to provide paid I mem. ships and Work 
Experience For High School and College Seminole (and other Native American) Students 
to work within the Seminole Tribe of Florida, gaining meaningful employment 
experience and know ledge of the workings of the Seminole Tribe of Florida, 


The program provides For flexible scheduling, competitive wages, and a variety oF 
employment opportunities! Seminars will be held during the Summer Work Program 
calendar on professionalism, resume building, and successful interviewing. 

Applications can be found at the T ribal Headquarters Office in Human Resources, 
any Education Department office, and the Family Services Department offices. 
Application deadline is May 22. For any questions on the application, please call (954) 

965-1300, Ext. 175. 


Sponsored through the Family Services Department's Adult Vocational Programs. Please 
return all applications to Jasmine Porter. Adult Vocational Administrator, Family 
Services Department, 3006 Josie Billie Ave., Hollywood, FL 33024, (954) 965-1300, 

Ext. 175. 




Protect yourself from 
making a mista ke.! 

Practice these simple phrases! 

“No, you can’t search my car.” 

“No, you can’t search my home.” 
“No, i don’t want to talk with you.” 
“Call my lawyer!” 

Call Guy Seligman 

954 - 760-7600 

24 hours a day 



The hiring of a lawyer ts an important decision that should not be basEd solely upon advertisement. Guy J. Seligman worked as a Certified Legal Intern in both the 
State Attorney and Public Defenders offices in Dade and Broward County; he has been in private practice for 16 years. He graduated Irom Nova Southeastern Uni- 
versity Law School in 1937. and was admitted to the Florida Bar in 1 938 
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Q STETSON G LUCCHESE O TONY LAMA G JUSTIN O WRANGLER G ROPER O 


The new Tampa Tribal Field Offices. 
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March, Music and Multi-Cultural Exchange 


By Robert C. North Sr. 

HOLLYWOOD — The month of April 
brought yet another March and Music event to the 
Hollywood reservation ball field, but with a multi-cul- 


through five year old classes to partake in the day’s 
festivities. These youth had front row seats for the 
opening band, Hybiskus. 

Hybiskus is headed by Seminole Tribal citi- 


Robert C. North Sr. 


Ardijah members perform a traditional Maori dance. 


2002 film “Whale Rider,” in which some of their 
traditions and customs are further exemplified. 

Roughly translated, traditional Maori war- 
riors would use intimidation as a major weapon 
when opposing their enemies. The exag- 
gerated faces of the dancers represent 
what they say their opponents head would 
look like on a stick after the warrior 
would sever it from the opponent’s body. 

After Ardijah’s traditional dance 
and song, they performed several poly- 
funk tunes as well as old favorites like, 
“Somewhere over the Rainbow,” featuring 
singer/saxophonist Ricco. 

Family Services Prevention and 
Utilization Administrator Eric Bricker was 
immediately impressed with the band. 

“The Ardijah show was an amaz- 
ing example of the Native talent that 
exists out there,” he said. “I think that the 
whole band provides young people with a 
positive role model that they can look up 
to.” 

The afternoon ended with a meal 
and a special gift giving event for the 
members of Ardijah and their promoters, 
Emergence Productions. Trail Liaison 
William Osceola bought traditional 
Seminole clothing as gifts for the special 
visitors. The Boys & Girls Club provided 
special Southwestern Indian jewelry to 
the Maori visitors as a way of saying 
thank you for their powerful music. 

The March and Music series of com- 
munity events was initiated by the Seminole 
Hollywood Prevention Planning Committee 
which is comprised of Tribal departments 
with special youth initiatives. These pro- 
grams and departments include but are not 
limited to: the Boys & Girls Club, Education. 


Robert C. North Sr. 


Ardijah’s drummer Ryan “Captain Funk” Monga. 


Family Services, Health, Language & Culture, 
Recreation, Seminole Communications, Seminole 
Preschool, Seminole Police Department, Hollywood 
Council Representative Max B. Osceola and 
Hollywood Board Representative Gloria Wilson. 

The March and Music series will conclude 
temporarily as a monthly event in June 2006. 



tural twist. The featured event of April’s March and 
Music was the well traveled indigenous “poly-fimk” 
band, Ardijah, providing a mixture of traditional Cook 
Island/Tahitian music and the sounds of international 
funk and reggae bands. 

The after 
school events were 
kicked off with field 
games initiated by the 
Boys & Girls Club. 

Tribal Youth together 
with multi-departmental 
staff continued on a 
community march for a 
positive future, free 
from deterrents such as 
alcohol and drugs. The 
Seminole Police 
Department assisted in 
clearing the route that 
the youth marchers 
took and a few officers 
joined in the march 
itself. 

The Seminole 
Hollywood Preschool 
brought their three 


zen, RC North and featured several of RC’s original 
songs while warming up the growing youth crowd for 
Ardijah. Eric Bricker of the Family Services depart- 
ment plays the bass guitar while Robert North Sr. 

plays the drums for 
Hybiskus. 

“It was awe- 
some to open up for an 
indigenous band like 
Ardijah,” RC North said 
after his performance. 
“Their music is always 
very positive and seems 
to have a ‘healing vibe’ 
to it. I was quite hon- 
ored.” 

Ardijah opens 
with a traditional Maori 
warrior dance and song 
in the Maori language, 
which invariably mes- 
merizes on-lookers. 
Maori’s are the indige- 
nous people of New 
Zealand and the South 
Pacific. The Maori’s 
are featured in the 


Robert C. North Sr. 

Hybiskus performed at the event. 



Tribal Youth, parents, grandparents and friends all enjoyed the show. 


REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 
RFP OT060730 

MOSCAD INSTALLATION FOR THE DISTRICT’S 
SURFACE-WATER NETWORK 

The Procurement Department of the South Florida Water Management District will 
receive sealed proposals at the 2nd Floor, B-1 Building, 3301 Gun Club Road, 
West Palm Beach, Florida, 33406, for MOSCAD installation for the District’s sur- 
face-water network on July 7, 2006, at 2:30 PM. local time, at which time propos- 
als will be opened and publicly read. 

An optional PRE-PROPOSAL CONFERENCE will be held June 7, 2006, at 2:00 
PM. 3301 Gun Club Road, West Palm Beach, FL 33406, Building B-1, 3B Bridge 
Conference Room. All proposals must conform to the instructions in the Request 
for Proposals and include a properly executed Contract Compliance Disclosure 
Form. 

Solicitation documents will be available May 26, 2006 in the SFWMD 
Procurement Office, at the above address, by downloading a free copy from the 
District’s website at www.sfwmd.gov, by calling (561) 687-6391. Interested 
respondents may also call the 24-hour BID HOTLINE 800-472-5290. The public 
is invited to attend the RFP opening. Information on the status of this solici- 
tation can be obtained at our web site - www.sfwmd.gov. 

For more information, please contact Don Hill, Contract Specialist at (561) 
682-2045. 


Criminal Defense 



— ♦ — 

DUI 

VOP 

Felony & Misdemeanor 
Domestic Violence 
Family Law 
Child Support 
Traffic Tickets 
♦ 

606 West Sugarland Hwy. 
Clewiston, Florida 

♦ 


The Law Office of 

Joseph “Jody” M. Hendry, II 

863-983-LAWS (5297) 
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at the Seminole Okalee Indian Village 
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Seminole Arts & Craft for Sale 

^ j 


Sample Authentic Seminole Food 



Marketplace Admission Free! 

" 


Village Admission $8 

— , 


Located in the Seminole Paradise at the 



Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino 
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5716 Seminole Way, Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33314 
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For More information 954.797.5436 
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Other Food and Refreshments on Sale 
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PARABtSE 


COOL RESTAURANTS HOT SHOPS WILD KJGKTS 



SEMINOLE 


OtfALEE INDIAN VILLAGE 
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Upgrading Your Technology 


Story by Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — For the past several 
months, Jasmine Porter, adult vocational administrator 
of the Family Service department, has been arranging 
computer classes at various locations on the Seminole 
reservations. 

These educational sessions have been geared 
to offer services to the beginner as well as the experi- 


enced student. Computer 101 familiarizes the student 
with the parts of the computer and their functions. By 
201 they have learned to turn on the computer and are 
doing basic word processing. 

Following the schedule of events, each addi- 
tional class increases the students’ skills and prepares 
them for the greater technology that is available to 
them. 

Experienced computer operators have found 
the classes to be very beneficial, as they have learned 
many new skills and programs that they previously 
felt were beyond their reach. As the classes advance, 
spread sheets, layouts, drawing, disk burning, music 
downloading, internet usage and setting up websites 
are addressed. 

Instructor Roger Fabel of Protech Computer 
Systems has been teaching the courses and has an 
extensive background in computer usage, program- 
ming and construction. He is very adept at evaluating 
the students and brings them along at their own rate of 
speed. 

For those who are expanding their skills, the 
monthly sessions are adequate. However, for those 
who need to know yesterday, he has given them one 
on one attention and brought them to their required 
levels. For some individuals, the knowledge of certain 
skills has been necessary to meet their job require- 
ments. 

As the students develop their new skills, they 
begin to recognize their computer needs. Many of 
them have now surpassed the capabilities of their 
older model equipment and are looking for more 
memory, high-speed and greater versatility. They want 
the newer, more advanced programs at their fingertips. 

There is a multitude of brands, various capa- 
bilities, programs, and software available on the mar- 
ket in many price ranges. Naturally, in selecting a 
computer, you want to get the most up-to-date tech- 
nology that is compatible to your needs for the best 
price with the longest warranty. This means different 
things for different people. 

The students in the adult vocational program 
have discovered that they are able to design a com- 
puter to meet their own needs by purchasing the nec- 
essary elements separately and assembling their 
equipment in class. 

Through this method, they are receiving high- 
end technology with high performance including 
Microsoft Office XP, an LCD monitor, twice as much 
cache and dual core, fire wire connection, additional 
auto jacks, fiber optics, Intel desk top or lap top, etc. 
With a universal serial bus (USB) port and additional 
space for memory they have room for expansion, 
which they can do at anytime without outside assis- 
tance. With a three year warranty and a cost that is far 
less than the retail market, designing and building 
your own computer has many advantages. 

Nancy Motlow and Delores Alvarez chose to 
take advantage of this opportunity in Big Cypress a 
short time ago and not only enjoyed the experience of 
assembling their own instrument, but have everything 
they want at a price advantage. 

Nancy Motlow said: “It was much easier than 
I thought and I feel like this is my baby. I built it 
myself and I am no longer intimidated by the thought 
of something so complicated. I wouldn’t hesitate to 
open it up and add new memory by myself or clean up 
the interior fans and cooling system. I’m completely at 
home with my system and no longer feel afraid to try 
new things on it because I know it isn’t going to bite 


me or crash because I hit the wrong button. I knew 
nothing about electronics before this and am by no 
means a professional now, but I am comfortable get- 
ting the most out of my computer and am learning 
new uses for it everyday.” 

Michelle Ford is manager of the Immokalee 
Preschool and uses a computer daily in her work and 
personal life. She thought she was computer literate 

until she took the classes, 
but they have opened up a 
whole new world for her. 
Immediately, she realized 
how out-dated her equip- 
ment was and what she 
wanted from her comput- 
er. 

After careful 
consideration and 
researching the market, 
she decided to build her 
own computer and with 
Roger Fabel ’s assistance 
purchased all the compo- 
nents and set up a date for 
assembly. It took approxi- 
mately one week for 
everything to arrive and 
three hours of assembly 
time. 

Fabel checked 
out each individual com- 
ponent prior to assembly 
and even began to “burn 
in” some of the elements 
to insure immediate full 
usage of the unit. 

Michelle Ford said: “I have a much larger 
screen, more memory than ever, lots of room for 
expansion, high speed video space for card flexibility 
to grow, virtual programming, and both hard drive and 
floppy disk. With most units on the market, the floppy 
disk is obsolete. I can still refer back to all my old 
records that I have been accumulating without having 
to transfer the information. I couldn’t find all these 
features with any computer on the market at an afford- 
able price. Best of all I had the fun of doing this 
myself.” 


Judy Weeks 

Preschool Manager Michelle Ford gets familiar with 
the inner workings of the computer. 


“When the big day came, I stood in awe in 
front of the big pile of boxes on the table that con- 
tained the parts for my new computer,” Ford said. 
“Under Roger’s watchful eye, I installed my CPU and 
memory on the mother board, assembled the dual 
layer DVD burner, hooked up my data cables to con- 
nect the high definition DVD burner to the mother 
board, mounted the hard and floppy drive, etc. and 
before you know it, I was enclosing everything in the 
thermal case.” 

“Who would ever have thought I could men- 
tion these things, let alone know what they are and 
what they do?” she asked. 

“The best was yet to come. When it was all 
assembled, we hooked it up and I hesitatingly turned it 
on. Hurrah, it lit up, we initialized it and I was ready 
to go to work! I can’t believe I built my own computer 
and it can do anything I want it to! I feel like it’s my 
birthday,” she said. 

If you would like to expand your technology 
by taking classes or building your own computer 
designed to your needs, please call Jasmine Porter 
with the Family Services department, at (954) 965- 
1300, Ext. 175. 



Judy Weeks 

Instructor Roger Fabel assists Michelle Ford with computer basics. 



ORAV^ 

LLYWOOD 


Gourmet Gift Baskets 
And Goodies 


Your Area's #1 Gift Basket And 
Floral Connection Since 1993 

★ 

Gourmet And Specialty Gifts 

GOURMET DELIGHTS... GOURMET BASKETS AND GOODIES 

FLORAL EXPRESSIONS FRESH FLOWERS 

INDULGENCE BODY CARE PRODUCTS 

PRECIOUS MOMENT BABY AND MOM PRODUCTS 

WITH SYMPATHY. FLORAL / GOURMET 

MOVING IN WELCOME GIFTS 

YOUR BUSINESS IMAGE CORPORATE GIFTS 

★ 

Local Delivery To 
Broward & Dade County 
Wire Service. We Ship Anywhere In The USA 
Last Minute Orders. All Major Credit Cards 



954 - 921-6200 

2701 Hollywood Blvd. 
Hollywood, FL 

www.hooraysfromhollywood.com 



ties 




June 28 - July 2, 2006 

Seminole Hard Rock 
Hotel & Casino 

One Seminole Way 
Hollywood, FL 33314 

Tickets on sale now 

at the Casino Box Office or 
ticketmaster.com 
Broward: 954-523-3309 
Dade: 305-358-5885 
Palm Beach: 561-966-3309 

Event Schedule 

Wednesday, June 28, 2006, 8 p.m. - 10 p.m. 
Celebrity Charity Media Pro-Am Tournament 
Stars from the WPBA, NFL and South Florida Media 
$10 donation benefits Vivian’s Kidz 

For additional information contact: 

Tera Jenkins 954-966-6300 ext. 1295* 


Thursday, June 29 
General Admission: $8 
VIP: $20 
AM Session: 

1 1 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

PM Session: 

6 p.m, - 11:30 p.m. 

Saturday, July I 
General Admission: $8 
VIP: $20 

AM Session: 
Noon - 4 p.m, 

PM Session: 

5:30 p.m. - 11:30 p.m. 


Friday, June 30 
General Admission: $8 
VIP: $20 
AM Session: 

1 1 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

PM Session; 

6 p.m. - 1 1:30 p.m, 

Sunday, July 2 
General Admission: $20 
VIP: $40 

2 Semi-Finals 
& Finals 
I p.m. - 7 p.m. 


All Event General Admission Pass: $60 

(Does not include Wednesday night) 


Presented by: 










All Tribal Members 

receive one free ticket 
per session, except for 
Sunday session. 

For more 

information contact: 
Elrod Bowers 
954-494-8376 


a 




^Vendor booth space available, Contact Tera Jenkins, 
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Explanation of the Historical Value of the Cowkeeper Letter 


Talk to the Cowkeeper and other head 
men and Warrior of the Creek Nation 


Men and Warriors, 

I send you bad 
news. I have heard that 
some of your nation have 
struck the Great King s 
Children in Georgia, and 
spilt their blood up on the 
ground. The white people 
grow angry and have killed 
some of them. 

You know that I 
have always told you that I 
loved my people, and that I 
loved your people, and that 
I wanted to see them live 
like Brothers, and that our 
Children should grow up 
together on the same land. 
This is the great Kings 
desire, who will be sorry 
and angry to hear this bad 
news. 

Let us like good 
men and wise men, and like 
men that love our people, 
force the hatchet out of the 
hands of madmen and fools. 

When any of you 
have met me, I have told 
you that I was your friend 
and that I loved your peo- 
ple. You told me that you 
were my friends and loved 
my people. 

Now is the time to 
try whither we spoke truth 
or told a lye, and whither 
our hearts, our hands, and 
our tongues want together. 

If it is only some 
madmen and young fools 
that have done this mis- 
chief, they only are to blame 
and they only ought to suf- 
fer for it. 

I will not believe 
that your nation will go to 
war with us, unless you tell 
me to. I send this talk to 
you to know whither it is 
war or peace. 

If you still hold 
your White brothers by the 
hand, let me to, and let us 
try to cover the blood that 
has been spilt, and let us 
make the path clean, and 
safe to walk in again. Until 
I hear from you, or know 
whither ( tis peace or war, I 
shall only take care to guard 
my people. 

If any of you have 
a mind to talk like a friend, 
come to me you shall be 
safe, not a hair of your head 
shall be touched. 

Given under my 
hand and seal at St. 
Augustine. This 9th of 
February 1774. 

Gov. Moultrie 
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By Willard Steele, Tribal Historic 
Preservation Officer 

The Seminole Tribe’s Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
Museum has acquired an historical document 
that is of considerable significance to both the 
Seminole people and to Florida history. Dated 
Feb. 9, 1774, this letter was written by the 
Lieutenant Governor of the territory of 
British East Florida John Moultrie. It is 
addressed to “The Cowkeeper and other 
Headmen and Warriors of the Creek Nation.” 

The Cowkeeper was the first leader, 
and founder, of the Seminole Tribe. Like 
George Washington, he was the Father of his 
country. He led a band of Creeks from the 
Town of Oconee, in Georgia, to Florida 
sometime around 1740. As a lifelong ally of 
the British, he aided General Oglethorpe in 
attacking the Spanish at St. Augustine. 

The Cowkeeper settled his people on 
the rich prairie lands south of Gainesville, 
Florida. He established a town there called 
Cuscowilla, or Alachua. This was the first 
settlement of the people who would become 
known as the Seminoles. 

At Cuscowilla the Seminoles gath- 
ered stray Spanish cattle that roamed over the 
prairies. These cattle were the last vestiges of 
the old Spanish ranchos that once fed St. 
Augustine and the abandoned missions. 

True to his name, the Cowkeeper 
had hundreds of head of cattle grazing on the 
prairies around Cuscowilla. These large herds 
were the envy of their white neighbors in 
Georgia. This led to a series of conflicts 
between the Georgians and the Seminole peo- 
ples. Cattle rustlers coming from Georgia 
under the guise of defensive military expedi- 
tions, returned home with hundreds of head 
of Seminole cattle. 

Cowkeeper ’s family would remain 
in the area for the next one hundred years. 
Payne’s Prairie, just north of Cuscowilla, was 
named after the Cowkeeper ’s nephew, Payne. 

Payne’s nephew, Micanopy, had his 
name applied to the town that now sits on the 
ancient remnants of Cuscowilla. Micanopy ’s 
nephew was Billy Bowlegs. All of these men 
were famous leaders of the Seminole people 
and can be seen in the pages of the history 
books as the legacy of the great Cowkeeper. 

This letter was written at such an 
early point in the history of the Tribe that 
Moultrie still refers to them as members of 
the Creek Nation. The term Seminole was not 
yet in common use. 

At the time that the letter was writ- 
ten, a questionable land deal that involved 2.1 
million acres of land that was claimed by 
both the Creeks and the Cherokees, had led to 
an outbreak of frontier violence that was 
threatening to become open warfare. 

The English government was con- 
cerned that the Creeks were going to unite 
with the Cherokee and Shawnee people 
against the English colonies. Thirteen white 
settlers and five Creeks had already been 
killed when this letter was written. The 
English wanted to know if the Cowkeeper ’s 
people were preparing for war. 

The British had a reason to be con- 
cerned. As a leader, the Cowkeeper had main- 
tained the west side of the St. John’s River as 
the “Indian shore;” or the national boundary 
of the Seminole Nation. Just before he died, 
the Cowkeeper claimed to have killed 86 
Spaniards defending this land, and that his 
only regret was in not having killed an even 
one-hundred. He asked his family to kill 
another 14 that his soul might rest more easi- 
ly. The threat of war with Cowkeeper was a 
cause for serious concern. 

The letter that the museum has 
acquired was written during the brief period 
between the administrations of Governors 
James Grant and Patrick Tonyn, and hence 
was written by the Lieutenant Governor John 
Moultrie. 

He began with. . . “I send you bad 
news. I have heard that some of your nation 
have struck the Great King’s children in 
Georgia and spilt their blood upon the 
ground. The white people grew angry and 
killed some of them.” 

He reminded the Cowkeeper of the 
professed friendship between their people and 
went on to say. . . “Now is the time to try 
whither we spoke the truth or told a lye, and 
whither our hearts, our hands, and our 
tongues went together. If it is only some mad- 
men and young fools that have done this mis- 
chief, they only are to blame; and they only 
ought to suffer for it. If you still hold your 
White brothers by the hand, tell me so, and 
let us try to cover the blood that has been 
spilt, and let us make the path clean, and safe 
to walk in again. Until I hear from you, or 
know whither ‘tis peace or war, I shall only 


take care to guard my people.” 

The new Governor Patrick Tonyn 
arrived in March. On the 14 he met with the 
Cowkeeper and other leaders. Outright war 
with the Seminoles was averted, but violence 
continued to plague the frontier until the next 
year, when an overwhelming conflict, the 
American Revolution, engulfed the frontier in 
flames. Remembered as an international con- 
flict, it was an Indian war as well. 

The letter that the Tribe has acquired 
appears to be the actual letter that was sent to 
the Cowkeeper. It was originally a folded, 
closed and sealed page. It has the equivalent 
of two written pages; is addressed on the out- 
side and has a red wax seal. They did not use 
envelopes at that time, instead they would 
fold the sheet of paper into a makeshift enve- 
lope. 

Officials would keep copies of their 


correspondence in a letter-book. These were 
the carbon copies of their time. The letter- 
book copy appears to be located in the 
Colonial Office records of the British 
Government. These records are located in 
London, England. J. Leitch Wright refers to 
that letter on page 108 of his book “Creeks 
and Seminoles.” 

The Cowkeeper is gone and the 
town he built is turned to dust. Many of the 
towns that his children and children’s chil- 
dren built were burnt to the ground by waves 
of armies. It is an amazing thing that an 
object as frail as a piece of paper has outlast- 
ed all else. Like a letter long lost in the mail, 
this letter to the Tribe’s founder and first gov- 
ernment has been re-delivered. 



Melissa Sherman 


Willard Steele explains the significance of the Cowkeeper letter. 


Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki at Okalee 
Celebrates One Year Anniversary 

Museum Unveils New Cowkeeper Letter Exhibit 


By Melissa Sherman 

HOLLYWOOD — May 17 

marked the one year anniversary of the 
Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum at Okalee. 

For this occasion a special 
reception was held at the 
museum to celebrate and to 
unveil a new exhibit. The 
exhibit showcases a hand- 
written speech by Governor 
John Moultrie to 
“Cowkeeper and Other 
Headmen of the Creek 
Nation.” The letter is dated 
1774. 

Upon entering the 
museum a crowd of people 
circled the entrance of the 
round Treasures Gallery. 

Peeking through the crowd 
you could catch a glimpse 
of the museum’s Executive 
Director Tina M. Osceola 
next to the glass display 
case holding the letter, 
explaining to the crowd the 
significance of the artifact 
after the unveiling. 

Tribal Historic 
Preservation Officer Willard 
Steele explained how he 
managed to come across 
this rare find in a stamp 
auction. 

According to 
Steele, stamp number 1 60 in the cata- 
log was up for auction just like all of 
the other stamps in that catalog. Except 
there was a letter attached to the stamp 
and the letter was the contents of a 


speech delivered to “The Cowkeeper.” 

Steele managed to win the 
document with the speech to 
Cowkeeper giving the letter a new 
home with the Seminoles. This histori- 


cal document has great significance to 
both the Seminole people and to 
Florida’s history, circa the 1770s. 

The display will be featured in 
the round gallery until Aug. 17. 


According to Anne McCudden, new 
exhibits are scheduled to make be fea- 
tured in the round gallery every three 
months until 2010. 

During the evening museum 
staff explained the history and 
shared some interesting facts 
about Cowkeeper and the letter. 
Many staff members paired up 
one-on-one with museum goers 
to discuss the letter, while others 
enjoyed complimentary refresh- 
ments and hors d’ oeuvres. 

Interim Museum 
Director Anne McCudden says it 
seems like yesterday when she 
was primping the clothing dis- 
plays and hanging the last paint- 
ings a few hours before the 
museum opened its doors. Now, a 
year later, Executive Director 
Tina M. Osceola, Manager 
Barbara Butera and McCudden 
took turns cutting the cake for the 
crowd to complete the celebra- 
tion. 

“We will have to pretend 
to blow out the candles, I just 
cringed thinking about having an 
open flame in the museum, so 
these are not candles, they are 
imitation chickee logs,” said 
Tina Osceola. 

For more information about 
the Cowkeeper letter please see the 
article to the left. 



Melissa Sherman 


Anne McCudden and William Osceola. 



Melissa Sherman 


Visitors peer through glass to read the letter. 



Melissa Sherman 


Les and Barbara Kraut, Audrey Buono (center) 
from Plantation. 



Melissa Sherman 

Director Tina Marie Osceola cuts the cake while Anne McCudden watches. 



Melissa Sherman 


(L-R) Janis, Savannah and Skip Amsdill of Hallandale. 
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For the Best 
Deal in Town 

Hector Isabel 


COME AND SEE THE ALL NEW FORD MUSTANG, FREESTYLE, & FORD FIVE HUNDRED 


Mustang 


fjord ] I- i ye] Hundred 


Explorer Sport Trac 


Expedition 


Conversion Vans 
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MORE THAN 200 USED CARS IN INVENTORY INCLUDING THE HARD-TO-FIND F350’S! 


8655 Pines Blvd. • Pembroke Pines, Florida 33024 

WLfi£i> (954) 443-7000 | jrjf-t 

Buy Online At: www.worldfordpines.com ! | M “ s Bw | « 

Sales Hours: Mon.-Sat. 9am-9pm, Sun. 11am-7pm * Service Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7am-7pm, Sat. 7am-4pm 


Free 27 Pt. Inspection with any service! A $39.95 Value! 

(ask for details) 

• Friendly & Professional service • Weekday & Saturday hours 

• Factory Certified ASE Trained Technicians • Ford Quality Parts 

• 12 month Warranty on all Parts & Labor • Courtesy Shuttle Hours 

• Convenient Location 
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Health Corner ❖ Chah-nee-ken chao-ke ❖ Cvfeknetv onakv 


An Invitation from the Family 
Services Department 


By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — After more than a year of 
delays, Immokalee Family Services department has 
moved into their new facilities. Located at 1130 South 
First Street, you can find them under the blue canopy 
immediately behind the clinic. 

This move may have been a long time com- 
ing but was well worth the wait. No longer do we 
share one common area. Instead we have individual 


office spaces and a large conference room to help us 
better serve our clientele. Confidentiality is the back- 
bone of our program and with our new surroundings, 
this is easily achieved. 

There is only one disadvantage. Our old 
cubby hole was located in the hub of community 
activity and we could reach out and touch everyone 
and better assess the needs of the community. We miss 


you! 

On the other hand, our new location affords 
more privacy, whether you’re just dropping by to say 
hello, looking for a friendly ear to listen to your 
thoughts and concerns or requesting assistance. 

As you are aware, the Immokalee Family 
Services has been undergoing some reorganization this 
past year. We are now working under the directorship 
of a Tribal citizen, Helene Buster, who is very sensi- 
tive to your needs. 
With this thought in 
mind, she has put 
together a brand 
new staff of very 
qualified individu- 
als. 

We strive 
to build strong, 
healthy minds and 
bodies, who can 
become important 
pieces of strong 
family units. 
Everyone matters 
and is a piece of the 
puzzle that makes a 
family. 

Family 

preservation is the 
key to the future for 
everyone. In today’s 
ever changing 
world, there is one 
thing that never 
changes-our family 
roots and clan. This 
knowledge tells us 
who we are and 
what our future gen- 
erations will become. This is your pride and no one 
can take it from you! 

If you would like to see changes in the road 
that you are traveling, or are dissatisfied with where 
you are going, perhaps we can help you find the map 
to a bright new future. Sometimes all you need is a 
friend to support you. Let us be that friend. Our door 
is always open. Come by and see us some time. 



Judy Weeks 


(L-R) Site Supervisor Harold Baxley, Licensed Mental Health Counselor Linda 
Freeman, Secretary Beverly Rose and Counselor Maria Ascencio. 


HAROLD BAXLEY, SITE SUPERVI- 
SOR 

Although born in Atlanta, Harold Baxley 
has spent 90 percent of his life as a resident of 
Florida and currently resides in Alva. He received 
his formal education at the Jacksonville Theological 
Seminary and earned a bachelor’s degree in sociolo- 
gy. He has certification in dealing with addictions. 

Baxley was employed by the Seminole 
Tribe in Brighton for the past four years and has 
many years of experience in all fields of mental 
health. More importantly, being in recovery he can 
empathize with his clients and respect their con- 
cerns. He may not have walked in their shoes, but he 
has traveled some of the same roads and recognizes 
all the signs and potholes. 

One of his first goals in his new job is to 
establish a recovery community in Immokalee and 
begin regular AA meetings on the reservation. 

MARIA ASCENCIO, COUNSELOR 

A lifelong resident of the U.S., Maria 
Ascencio is of Puerto Rican decent. She earned a 
master’s degree in social work at Temple University 
in Pennsylvania. 

As a counselor in the Family Preservation 
Program, she oversees foster care, does home study 
and transport of clients. She does the follow up 
reviews for the Department of Children and 
Families. 

Maria Ascencio has dedicated her life to 
turning broken homes into happy family environ- 
ments. One of her most cherished possessions is a 
poster on her office wall with the smiling faces of 
all the little children whose lives she strives to 
improve. 


LINDA FREEMAN, LICENSED MEN- 
TAL HEALTH COUNSELOR 

Originally from Ohio, Linda Freeman has 
lived more than half of her life in Florida and is now 
a resident of Ft. Myers. She earned her master’s 
degree in mental health and rehabilitation from the 
University of South Florida. 

As a new member of the Seminole Tribe’s 
team, she specializes in counseling mental health, 
substance abuse and domestic violence. Her door is 
always open and she is available both in her office 
and in the field. She is also qualified to offer assis- 
tance in the foster care program. 

A friendly, out-going individual, she would 
welcome the opportunity to meet and build a friend- 
ship with each community member. After all, you 
may not need her today, but a friend in need is a 
friend in deed, and she is just a phone call away. 

BEVERLEY ROSE, SECRETARY 

The first smiling face you meet when you 
enter the Family Service facility is Beverley Rose. A 
Jamaican by birth, she hails from West Palm Beach 
and now lives in Naples. 

Beverley developed her secretarial skills 
through university night school courses and has 
practiced her career for approximately 30 years. She 
joined the Seminole Tribe Staff in July 2005, and 
has very much enjoyed her interaction with the 
Immokalee community to date. 

Whenever her job permits, she attempts to 
meet and greet as many members of the community 
as possible and has developed quite a relationship 
with its younger generation. She has an easy going 
personality, loves children and is quick to volunteer 
her services during youth activities. 



Nery Mejicano 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress and the BC Health department agree on the importance of exercise. 


Big Cypress Woman’s Wellness Health Fair 


By Nery Mejicano 

BIG CYPRESS — The Seminole Tribe has 
made health one of it’s main priorities. Great strides in 
the lowering the incidence of diabetes, high blood 
pressure, obesity and other diseases have been the 
result. In the spirit of this effort, many of Big Cypress 
programs joined together on May 23 at the BC gym in 
order to provide a highly comprehensive educational 
and awareness experience, a Woman’s Health Fair. 

This event followed the weight loss contest 
that has made Big Cypress residents a great deal 
healthier and leaner. This health lifestyle seems to be 
spreading. On any given morning you can see a num- 
ber of seniors riding their colorful trikes through the 
back streets of Big Cypress. This writers has to con- 
fess that he would have a bit of difficulty keeping up 
with these elders. 

Providing the motivation and the modeling 


for this change and lifestyle can be attributed to the 
Seminole Tribal Chairman Mitchell Cypress, who has 
been at the helm of the Tribe and have made health a 
main priority. He rides with the seniors, exercises and 
manages his diabetes, blood pressure and cholesterol. 

Many of the health service providers from 
outside the community were also in attendance at this 
health event. The American Heart Association, the 
Hendry and Glades Counties Health Departments, the 
March of Dimes, the American Cancer Society and 
Alzhaimer’s Association joined forces with various 
Seminole departments such as Health, Family 
Services, Recreation, Woman’s Health, EMS, SPD, 
Environmental Health, Broadcasting and Fitness. 

Leading this effort was Linda McCarthy, the 
Big Cypress health educator, Nutrition department and 
many of the Health department employees. 



Judy Weeks 


Team Seminole pose at the CFF walk in Ft. Myers Lakes Park. 


First Place Award from CFF 


By Judy Weeks 

FT. MYERS, FL — Following last month’s 
successful fund raiser in Immokalee for the Cystic 
Fibrosis Foundation, Team Seminole BC, the 
Immokalee reservation 
and the Immokalee 
Seminole Casino took 
their show on the road. 

On May 1 3 they 
traveled to Lakes Park in 
Ft. Myers, Fla. to join 
other teams from 
Southwest Florida, 
which were raising 
money toward a cure for 
Cystic Fibrosis, or CF. 

The popular 

local radio station Gator 
Country 101.9 and 
Patrick Nolan of Fox 4 
were on hand to emcee 
the Cystic Fibrosis Walk- 
A-Thon. There were 
approximately seven 
team tables supporting 
their participants and 
offering information to 
the by- standers about 
CF. 

Noemi Escobar 
and Becky Martinez 
brought their little Shyanna to join other poster chil- 
dren for the event. 

In addition to the walk around the park, 
scheduled activities included a medical speaker, a per- 
formance by Ginger’s Dance Team, and several raf- 


fles. Prizes included a watch and diamond ring donat- 
ed by Dunkin’ Diamonds, restaurant vouchers and 
merchant gift cards. Krispie Kreme Donuts® and 
Crispers® supplied refreshments for the generous 

turnout. 

The Seminole 
Tribe can be very proud 
of Shyanna’s Team. 

After combining the 
funds raised last month 
in Immokalee and their 
new achievements, they 
were able to turn over a 
substantial sum to the 
Cystic Fibrosis 
Foundation. This 
amount exceeded all 
other individual team 
efforts and they received 
the first place team 
award. 

The hand- 

drawn, framed poster 
created by a young CF 
patient had been framed 
for the occasion and 
contained 65 roses to 
identify their disease and 
commemorate the Great 
Strides Walk. 

The Southwest 
Florida Cystic Fibrosis Foundation was able to raise a 
total of approximately $38,000 in their month long 
Great Strides Fund Drive. These funds are ear marked 
for medical research and assistance in the effort to 
combat this terrible and often fatal disease. 



Judy Weeks 

Representing Team Seminole (L-R): Noemi Escobar 
and Nutritionist Charlotte Porcaro proudly display 
the first place CFF award. 
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4101 Davie Rd. Ext. 
Davie, FL 33024 
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Brighton’s Women’s Health Fair 




By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON * 61 - The Women s 
Health Fair, sponsored by the Brighton 
Health Clinic, took place on May 25. It 
featured a cornucopia of healthy foods, 
snacks, gifts, as well as vital information. 

“We had a nice turnout,” said 
Health Clinic Director Barbara Bowling. 
“Once a year we try to bring to Brighton 
representatives 
from local and 
national agen- 
cies that can 
dispense infor- 
mation in 
regards to 
women’s 
health.” 

This 

year there were 
1 1 tables set up 
for agencies 
like the 

American Heart 
Association and 
the March of 
Dimes that 
offered pam- 
phlets, fact 
sheets and a 
variety of 
healthy gifts for 
those who visited their booths. 

Bowling said it is easier for 
women to talk to people about their health 
issues in a caring and concerned environ- 
ment focusing specifically on women’s 
needs. Interesting tables of information 
were set up like a tour through five strate- 
gic areas of the clinic. 

Upon arrival the visitors to the 
fair were given a sheet to cross off the 
name of each booth they visited. When 
they finished their tour they left the sheet 


with their name and phone number to qual- 
ify for the door prizes given by the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida. 

The health fair included a great 
opportunity to get a massage from 
Licensed Massage Therapist Mike Racine. 
Massage is often the answer for the relief 
of such things as migraines, neck and 
shoulder tension, muscle injury and dis- 
comfort. 

Another great oppor- 
tunity was a facial provided 
by Independent Beauty 
Consultant Jennifer L. Smith 
at the Mary Kay® booth. 
Bowling said the clinic want- 
ed to include in the health fair 
“feel good” things like the 
massage and facial. She said it 
is important for women’s 
well-being to do things that 
make them feel good, too. 

“Everyone seemed to 
enjoy the health fair,” said 
Bowling. 

She 

said the 
dementia 
demonstration 
offered by the 
Memory Van 
Alzheimer’s 
Association was new this 
year. It gives people a 
chance to see how it feels to 
have dementia, something 
we would not really know 
unless we are a victim. The 
Florida Gulf Coast Chapter 
of the Alzheimer’s 
Association laid out infor- 
mation that could be a life 
saver to caregivers of per- 
sons with the disease. 


Barbara Boling 

Alzheimer’s Association rep Henry 
Cancel with Happy Jones. 


were given out that contained wonderful 
gifts such as T-shirts, body lotion, sun 
block, multivitamins with folic acid, low 
calorie and low fat food samples, CD’s 
about domestic abuse and violence against 
women, there was lots of literature at every 
booth to stuff into cool backpack bags. 

The America Heart Association 
provided fact sheets on topics like smok- 
ing, diabetes, blood cholesterol, and pre- 
venting strokes. One such fact sheet advis- 
es a simple step and a simple thing to do. It 
states: “High blood pressure, known as the 
“silent killer” because it usually has no 
symptoms, is the most important risk factor 
for a stroke. Get your blood pressure 
checked regularly.” 

The American Cancer Society 
provided a fact sheet on why weight loss is 
a problem for cancer survivors. The March 
of Dimes offered practical advice about 
what kind of multivitamins can help ensure 
your good heath and how and when to take 
them. A bottle of multivitamins was includ- 
ed in a cosmetic bag. 


Barbara Boling 



Barbara Boling 

(L-R) Lorene Gopher and Dietician Beth Morlang. 


The 

Tribe’s nutri- 
tion table 
was intrigu- 
ing. Registered Dietician 
Beth Morlang was offering 
information on weight loss, 
menopause and body mass 
index (BMI). Testing for 
BMI at the table was avail- 
able to all who asked. By 
checking your BMI you 
will know if you need to 
lose weight, and how much 
weight, to be in a healthy 
normal range. The Lifestyle 
Balance Program at the 
Health Clinic helps you 
accomplish your weight 
loss goals. 

While goody bags 


(L-R) American Cancer Society rep Shannon Martin 
and Brighton Councilman Andrew Bowers. 


Martha’s House let women know 
about services and programs available to 
victims of domestic violence. The Area 
Agency on Aging offered a very practical, 
very useful home health record notebook 
in which you can list all your medicines 
and medical history so when you need to 
see a doctor you have it all handy and use- 
ful for your family if they need informa- 
tion should you be incapacitated. 

These were just some of the high- 
lights of the health fair. The Brighton 
Health Clinic provided heart healthy 
snacks and drinks, friendly smiles and they 
made an outstanding effort to provide crit- 
ical health information to the women of 
the Brighton reservation. 


Women’s Wellness Fair Returns 

By Shelley Marmor 

HOLLY- 
WOOD — On May 
17 the Seminole 
Allied Health depart- 
ment hosted a 
Women’s Wellness 
Fair in the 
Hollywood 
Headquarters 
Auditorium. The 
department hosted 
the same fair last 
year, and it was such 
a success that it 
returned again this 
year. 

The well- 
ness fair was open to 
all Tribal citizens and 
Tribal employees, 
both men and 
women. There were 



Shelley Marmor 

Employee Danielle Wright gets her blood pressure checked. 



informational booths 
that either sex could participate in. Some 
of these included a test for body symmetry 
by licensed chiropractor Dr. Joseph 


Buckley from Pines West Chiropractic and 
several health-related games at the Tribal 
Environmental Health department’s booth. 
Pines West Chiropractic also had 
a massage therapist on 
hand offering complimen- 
tary chair massages. 

However, since it 
was a women’s health fair 
many of the booths did 
center around women’s 
health issues. The 
Memorial Hospital Breast 
Cancer Center was on 
hand to provide informa- 
tion on how to do monthly 
self-exams. Other organi- 
zations, such as the March 
of Dimes, which aims to 
prevent premature births, 
was also represented. 

In addition, the 
Seminole Police 
Department, Family 
Services department, Care 
Resources, Planned 
Parenthood, the American 
Diabetes Association and 
Surgical Consultants of 
Hollywood all also had 
booths as the Women’s 
Wellness Fair. 

The Allied Health 
department also provided 
a complimentary healthy 
lunch of salad, fajitas and 
pita sandwiches to all 
attendees. They also gave 
out complimentary pink 
backpacks with the Health 
department logo. 


Shelley Marmor 

Pines West Chiropractic provided free chair massages. 
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Happy with our Entertainment Service? 
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Upcoming Events: 

Panic at the Disco 
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Why Wear a Safety Belt 



Submitted by SPD, Crime Prevention Unit 

The Seminole Police Department and the 
Florida Police Chief’s Association and the National 
Safety Belt coalition along with Stay Alive From 
Education, or S.A.F.E., are pleased to provide you 
with the following safe driver information which will 
have a lifesaving impact on you and your children. 

WHY WEAR A SAFETY BELT? 

To understand the value of safety belts and 
child safety seat use, it’s important to understand some 
of the dynamics of a traffic crash. Every motor vehicle 
crash is actually comprised of three collisions. 

The first collision is known as the car’s colli- 
sion, which causes the car to buckle and bent as it hits 
something and comes to an abrupt stop. This occurs in 
approximately one-tenth of a second. The crushing of 
the front end absorbs some of the force on the crash 
and cushions the rest of the car. As a result, the pas- 
senger compartment comes to a more gradual stop 
than the front of the car. 

The second collision occurs as the car’s occu- 
pants hit some part of the vehicle. At the moment of 
impact, unbelted occupants are still traveling at the 
vehicles original speed. Just after the vehicle comes to 
a complete stop, these unbelted occupants will slam 



into the steering wheel, the windshield, or some part 
of the vehicle’s interior. This is the human collision. 

Another form of human collision is the per- 
son-to-person impact. Many serious injuries are 
caused by unbelted occupants colliding with each 
other. In a crash, occupants tend to move toward the 
point of impact, not away from it. People in the front 
seat are often struck by unbelted rear seat passengers 
who have become high-speed projectiles. 

Even after the occupant’s body comes to a 
complete stop, the internal organs are still moving for- 
ward. Suddenly, these organs hit other organs or the 
skeletal system. This third collision is the internal col- 
lision and often causes serious or fatal injuries. 

SO, WHY SAFETY BELTS? 

During a crash, properly fastened safety belts 
distribute the force of a rapid deceleration over larger 
and stronger parts of the person’s body, such as the 
chest, hips and shoulders. The safety belt stretches 
slightly to slow your body down and to increase its 
stopping distance. 

The difference between the belted person’s 
stopping distance and the unbelted person’s stopping 
distance is significant. It’s often the difference 
between life and death. 


FLORIDA LAW 316.614 

Safety Belt Usage 

(1) This section may be cited as the 
“Florida Safety Belt Law.” 

(2) It is the policy of this state that enact- 
ment of this section is intended to be compatible 
with the continued support by the state for federal 
safety standards requiring automatic crash protec- 
tion, and the enactment of this section should not be 
used in any manner to rescind or delay the imple- 
mentation of the federal automatic crash protection 
system requirements of Federal Motor Safety 
Standard 208 as set forth in S4. 1.2.1 thereof, as 
entered on July 17, 1984, for new cars. 

(3) As used in this section: 

(a) “Motor vehicle” means a motor vehicle 
as defined in s. 316.003 that is operated on the road- 
ways, streets, and highways of this state. The term 
does not include: 

1. A school bus. 

2. A bus used for the transportation of per- 
sons for compensation. 

3. A farm tractor or implement of hus- 
bandry. 

4. A truck of a net weight of more than 
5,000 pounds. 

5. A motorcycle, moped, or bicycle. 

(b) “Safety belt” means a seat belt assem- 
bly that meets the requirements established under 
Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard No. 208, 49 
C.F.R. s. 571.208. 

(c) “Restrained by a safety belt” means 
being restricted by an appropriately adjusted safety 
belt which is properly fastened at all times when a 
motor vehicle is in motion. 

(4) It is unlawful for any person: 

(a) To operate a motor vehicle in this state 
unless each passenger of the vehicle under the age 
of 1 8 years is restrained by a safety belt or by a 
child restraint device pursuant to s. 316.613, if 
applicable; or (b) To operate a motor vehicle in this 
state unless the person is restrained by a safety belt. 

(5) It is unlawful for any person 1 8 years of 
age or older to be a passenger in the front seat of a 
motor vehicle unless such person is restrained by a 
safety belt when the vehicle is in motion. 


(6) (a) Neither a person who is certified by 
a physician as having a medical condition that caus- 
es the use of a safety belt to be inappropriate or dan- 
gerous nor an employee of a newspaper home deliv- 
ery service while in the course of his or her employ- 
ment delivering newspapers on home delivery routes 
is required to be restrained by a safety belt. 

(b) The number of front seat passengers of 
a pickup truck required to wear a safety belt pur- 
suant to this section shall not exceed the number of 
safety belts which were installed in the front seat of 
such pickup truck by the manufacturer. 

(c) An employee of a solid waste or recy- 
clable collection service is not required to be 
restrained b y a safety belt while in the course of 
employment collecting solid waste or recyclables on 
designated routes. 

(d) The requirements of this section shall 
not apply to the living quarters of a recreational 
vehicle or a space within a truck body primarily 
intended for merchandise or property. 

(7) It is the intent of the Legislature that all 
state, county, and local law enforcement agencies, 
safety councils, and public school systems, in recog- 
nition of the fatalities and injuries attributed to unre- 
strained occupancy of motor vehicles, shall conduct 
a continuing safety and public awareness campaign 
as to the magnitude of the problem and adopt pro- 
grams designed to encourage compliance with the 
safety belt usage requirements of this section.. 

(8) Any person who violates the provisions 
of this section commits a nonmoving violation, pun- 
ishable as provided in chapter 318. However, except 
for violations of s. 316.613, enforcement of this sec- 
tion by state or local law enforcement agencies must 
be accomplished only as a secondary action when a 
driver of a motor vehicle has been detained for a 
suspected violation of another section of this chap- 
ter, chapter 320, or chapter 322. 

(9) A violation of the provisions of this sec- 
tion shall not constitute negligence per se, nor shall 
such violation be used as prima facie evidence of 
negligence or be considered in mitigation of dam- 
ages, but such violation may be considered as evi- 
dence of comparative negligence, in any civil action. 


Health Inspiration Publication 

The Health Department invites any Tribal 
citizen interested in being included in a health inspiration 
publication to contact Suzanne Davis at the Health Department. This 
publication is the first in a series of collections of community 
interviews, photos and stories. 

Suzanne can be reached at (954) 962-2009 ext. 120 




FAMILY RESTAURANT 

Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner 
Home-Style Cooking 

Open 7 a.m. - 9 p.m. Everyday 

Mon. - Fri. Breakfast Specials 
include hot tea or coffee 


Early Bird Specials 

$7.45 - $8.95 

4 p.m. - 6 p.m. 

All dinners include soup or salad, potato and 
vegetable, hot coffee or hot tea & dessert. 

Daily Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner Board Specials 

1 rtnrwv 


$3.00 off 

LUNCH or DINNER; 

Purchase of 
$20.00 or more 

with coupon 

Not valid with other offers 
or Early Bird. 

Exp. 7/15/06 


KID’S MEAL 

with Purchase of 
One Adult Dinner 

with coupon 

Not valid with other offers 
or Early Bird. 

One coupon per table. 
Exp. 7/15/06 


1/2 mile east of University Dr. 
6999 Stirling Rd. 

954 - 583-7500 

Shoppes at Stirling Place 



GET THE LOOK ! 


JR SEAU, JASON TAYLOR, MARSHALL FAULK 
BRAD PENNY, AJ BURNETT & MANY MORE DID! 



GO WHERE THE STARS SHOP AND 
GET TREATED LIKE A STAR !!! 





TOOL BOXES 


BILLET GRILLES 


ALL TIRES 13 "- 44 " 



Jimmy Wayne Holdiness 

Seminole Indian Chickee Builder 



(239) 340-6453 or (239) 248-7196 


AUDIOVOX DVD/VCP/TUNER FIBERGLASS TONNO'S BRUSHGUARDS/NERFBARS 

M-F 9am - 6pm I WWW.CALCUSTOMS.COM I SAT 9am - 3pm 

4721 RAVENSWOOD RD / FT LAUDERDALE, FL 33312 


(954) 981-7223 / FAX: (954) 981-3401 
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Tribal Departments Attend Women’s Health Fair 




By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — The gym was the location 
for the Women’s Health Fair in Immokalee on May 
25. The event drew an enthusiastic group which 
included a few men as well as women. 


Service departments from throughout the 
community had set up some very attractive booths and 
offered valuable information to the participants. 

Traveling around the room, you would first 
encounter the Health department display, 
where Nutritionist Charlotte Porcaro 
offered healthy food choices and valuable 
information concerning diabetes. A very 
informative poster detailed symptoms of 
this terrible disease, its complications and 
management options. 

The Health team included Leslie 
Rosado, who was checking blood pressure 
and sugar levels. Both tests are significant 
in evaluating a person’s condition for pos- 
sible diabetes or heart problems, which are 
a major killer of women throughout the 
country. 

The Education department had 
provided a very attractive booth with a 
large book display offering learning 
opportunities and tools to challenge not 
only youth but adults. They were handing 
out Disney’s “The Jungle Book” bags that 
would catch the eye of any youngster. 

Librarian Cris Marrero was on 
hand to take orders from the display, 


which would not only benefit the recipient, but con- 
tribute additional funds to enhance the education pro- 
grams offered at the library. 

Diana Rocha works as an intervention coun- 
selor helping parents and teachers communicate with 
the children and address any educa- 
tional issues that can arise. Her 
efforts have been very beneficial in 
helping to keep the youngsters in 
school and traveling on the road to 
completing their education. 

Education Advisor Norita 
Yzaguirre was distributing materials 
for the Big Cypress Immokalee 
Youth Camp and encouraging enroll- 
ment. She can help you enter the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida Employee 
Assistance and Training and the 
Tribal Career Development 
Programs. When you think that you 
have reached a dead end, you should 
drop by to see her and she will open 
the door of opportunity to you. 
Currently, she is involved in attempt- 
ing to organize a Summer 
Enrichment Program. 

Seminole Police Department 
representatives were addressing secu- 
rity and protection issues throughout 
the community. There are many 
things which you can do to imple- 
ment a safer lifestyle for you and 
your neighbors. By contacting A1 Signore or Tom 
Faharty, you could possibly learn how to avoid becom- 
ing a victim. 

A very popular booth was the Seminole 


Judy Weeks 

Chiropractor Manuel Arroya (left) administers a bone density 
test to Amy Yzaguirre. 


Judy Weeks 

Fitness Specialists Irene Loleski (left) and Vickie Barogiannis (right) 
discuss the importance of exercise to a very attentive audience. 


Ask The Counselor 


Dear Counselor, 

I am in a new relationship 
that is mentally painful at times. I 
am 1 8 years old and my boyfriend 
is 24. 

We have been dating less 
than six months, and at times he is 
very mean spirited. I recently found 
out that he just came out of a rela- 
tionship that was full of drama. I 
am so confused about this thing 
called love! 

Signed, 

Looking for Love 

Dear Looking for Love , 

The safest place for a 
woman should be in the arms of 
her man . I am sure your boyfriend 
is very nice at times, but that is not 
the issue . The issue here is what 
your needs in a relationship are, 
and what are the important qualities you are looking 
for in a significant person . 

A serious relationship needs to have the 
qualities that foster growth and provide respect If 
your relationship is one sided, you will not be happy 
or fulfilled within the relationship . Please do not sell 
yourself short by accepting less than what you 


deserve; self respect does not come 
with an expiration date . 

You cannot expect to be 
loved if you do not first love your- 
self The way you see and treat 
yourself will determine how others 
will see and treat you. If you don’t 
have a strong image of self, then 
you will continue to be hurt and 
mentally stressed by what others 
think and say. 

You have to set healthy 
boundaries for yourself and stick 
to them. No one can make you feel 
inferior without your consent, so 
don ’t allow your boyfriend to have 
free reign of your mental state. If 
he wants to carry over excess bag- 
gage from a previous relationship, 
then he should do it by himself or 
seek counseling. 

And here’s a sure word of 
advice to you, you will stop being confused about 
love when you truly discover the value of self love. It 
is up to you to make the right choices for yourself in 
order to be a harmonious, loving relationship that is 
right for you. 

Signed, 

Counselor 



teit Phi! lips 

M S. Menial HeaEUi Counselling 

3 .etiers of Interest from I he community 

All letters ihauld he sent io 
\Sk THE COI1 NSI’J.OR 
Fjin ik Services IX'fKinmeni 
3C306 Josie Millie Avenue 
3 lolly wood* f L 33G24 
I i n s il |>li il l i gi s u m I n Ije.c i mi 



The Healthy Senior 


By Fred Cicetti 

[Editor s Note: Fred Cietti is a syndicated colum- 
nist who writes about issues concering senior citi- 
zens ’ health. The opinions he expressed are his 
own. If you would like to ask a question, please 
write fredcicetti@gmail.com. All Rights Reserved © 
2006 by Fred Cicetti] 

Q. At the recreation center in my devel- 
opment, I overhead some women talking about 
“low vision.” Is that something like being near- 
sighted? 

No, low vision is very different. It is a sig- 
nificant reduction in visual function that can’t be 
corrected by regular glasses, contact lenses, medi- 
cine or surgery. Low vision can range from moder- 
ate impairment — such as tunnel vision or blind 
spots — to almost total blindness. 

One out of every 20 people has low vision. 
About 135 million people around the world suffer 
from this impairment. 

Irreversible vision loss is most common 
among people over age 65. However, losing vision 
is not just part of getting older. Some normal 
changes occur as we get older. These changes usu- 
ally don’t lead to low vision. 

Low vision can be caused by diseases, dis- 
orders, and injuries that affect the eye. Many people 
with low vision have age-related macular degenera- 
tion, cataracts or glaucoma. Almost 45 percent of 
all cases of low vision are caused by age-related 
macular degeneration, which progressively destroys 
the central retina (macula) at the back of your eye. 
The retina is to your eye what film is to a camera. 

If you think you may have low vision, 
consult an eye care professional who can tell the 
difference between normal changes in the aging eye 


and those caused 
by disease. 

There are many signs that 
indicate possible vision loss. Under nor- 
mal circumstances, do you have trouble recognizing 
faces of people you know? Is it difficult for you to 
read, sew, match the color of your clothes? Do 
lights seem dimmer than they used to? 

Vision changes like these could be early 
warning signs of eye disease. Usually, the earlier 
your problem is diagnosed, the better your chances 
are for successful treatment and maintaining your 
vision. 

Regular eye exams should be part of your 
routine health care. However, if you think your 
vision has changed, you should see your eyecare 
professional as soon as possible. 

A specialist in low vision is an optometrist 
or ophthalmologist who is trained to evaluate 
vision. This professional can prescribe visual 
devices and teach people how to use them. 

Devices and rehabilitation programs can 
help you adapt to vision loss. They may help you 
maintain your lifestyle. 

These devices include: adjustable lighting; 
large-print publications; magnifying devices; 
closed-circuit televisions; electronic reading 
machines; computer systems with voice-recogni- 
tion; telescopes, and telephones, clocks, and watch- 
es with large numbers. 

Rehabilitation programs offer a wide range 
of services such as low- vision evaluations and spe- 
cial training to use adaptive devices. They also offer 
guidance for making changes in your home as well 
as group support from others with low vision. 
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Massage Therapist Traci Delarosa (left) performs a paraffin wax 
treatment on Librarian Cris Marrero. 


Tribe’s Fitness Program. Fitness specialists Vickie 
Barogiannis and Irena Loleski were introducing the 
community to their new physical trainer, Joey Garcia. 
He has been on the job for several months and with 
the new renovations in the gym fitness room is ready 
and willing to assist the community in building a 
healthy lifestyle. Through his efforts, some Tribal citi- 
zens are already being rewarded with the benefits. 

Massage Therapist Tracey Delarosa was 
available with her traveling chair and had set up some 
very life enhancing tools of her trade. The hot wax 
bath to soften and relax your hands and feet was a 
very popular treatment. Restful music, water falls, 
lotions and hot rocks used properly can sooth the body 
and soul. 

Bone density tests were 
offered by Manuel Arroyo of the 
Pines West Chiropractic Clinic. This 
is the only way to screen for 
Osteoporosis and determine your risk 
for future fractures. Unfortunately, as 
women grow older, their body’s 
chemistry changes and it’s ability to 
process and absorb calcium can be 
greatly reduced. Through early detec- 
tion, healthy diet and exercise, the 
effects of bone loss can be mini- 
mized. 

The Immokalee branch of 
the Collier County Health 
Department was represented by 
Tonia Figueroa, who was distributing 
valuable information concerning sex- 
ually transmitted diseases. She 
stressed that she would be more than 
happy to discuss these issues with 
anyone on a completely confidential 
basis. 

Immokalee recently began 


to receive dental care at the new 
clinic. Dental Assistant Jennifer 
Forbes was handing out attractive t- 
shirts, dental products, mugs and 
educational materials in an effort to 
stimulate public awareness of good 
oral hygiene. Dr. Sofianos is avail- 
able for appointments at the clinic on 
Mondays and Dr. Roberts is seeing 
patients on Tuesday and Thursday. 

Licensed Mental Health 
Counselor Linda Freeman recently 
joined the Family Services staff. A 
cheerful, easy going person, she was 
introducing herself to the community 
and inviting everyone to drop by the 
new Family Services Facility at 1130 
South First Street. 

“We are just behind the 
Clinic with the bright blue canopy,” 
she said. “You don’t have to have a 
problem to drop by for a visit and 
familiarize yourself with the services 
provided to you by the Seminole 
Tribe. I would be glad to take you on 
a tour.” 

The Family Services table was well stocked 
with information concerning domestic violence, addic- 
tion and the various roads available to recovery and 
building a healthy, happy family unit. 

The Department of Elders had a wonderful 
display of photos taken during senior activities and 
daily programs. Immokalee Hot Meals Manager 
Connie Gray and her assistant Gayle Greer had 
brought some of the beautiful ceramic pieces being 
created by our very talented seniors. 

The Seminole Tribe of Florida has provided 
its citizens with a multitude of departments to serve 
your every need. Please feel free to take advantage of 
their services to enhance your lifestyle. 
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Leslie Rosado (left) administers blood sugar and blood pressure tests 
to Amy Yzaguirre. 
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Know Your Alphabet: 

Submitted by the Seminole Health Department 

The number of people with diabetes in the 
U.S. has reached epidemic proportions, especially 
among Native American populations. According to the 
American Diabetes Association (ADA), the disease 
affects 27 percent of Native Americans in the 
Southeastern U.S. 

Once a person is diagnosed with diabetes, the 
battle against complications such as heart disease, 
stroke, blindness, kidney disease, and amputations 
becomes a top priority. However, do not become dis- 
couraged as these complications can be delayed or 
prevented all together with proper diabetes manage- 
ment. 

Recent studies such as the 
Diabetes Control and Complications 
Trial (DCCT) have shown promis- 
ing results for individuals who 
maintained good control of their 
diabetes. In DCCT, the group of 
patients who practiced intensive dia- 
betes management reduced their risk 
of diabetic eye disease, kidney dis- 
ease, and nerve damage. Along with 
a good diet, exercise, and regular 
visits with your health care team, 
knowing the ABCs of diabetes can help you feel better 
and stay healthy. 

A 1C, also known as hemoglobin A1C or 
HbAlC, is a simple blood test, usually done at the 
clinic, which shows how much sugar has been in your 
blood over the past three months. The test works by 
measuring how much sugar enters your red blood cells 
and sticks to the hemoglobin molecules. 

If your blood sugar levels have been high, 
then more sugar sticks to the hemoglobin. Since the 
lifespan of a red blood cell is about 120 days, that is 
how the test gives us a measure of blood sugars for 
the previous three months. For most people with dia- 
betes, the goal for A 1C is less than 7 percent. Take a 
look at the chart from the ADA to see how to compare 
A1C results to blood sugar numbers. 

If the A 1C is 7 percent or more, you should 


The ABCs of Diabetes 

discuss your current treatment plan and any changes 
that should be made with your health care provider to 
achieve better blood sugar control. The current recom- 
mendation is to have the A1C test done every three 
months or a minimum of twice a year. 

Blood pressure is an important measure of 
how hard your heart is working. Having high blood 
pressure or hypertension for long periods of time can 
lead to heart vessel damage and increase your risk of a 
heart attack or stroke. The recommended blood pres- 
sure goal for someone with diabetes is less than 
130/80 mmHg. Blood pressure should be checked at 
each clinic visit. 

If your blood pressure is 
higher than the recommendation, 
Average Blood iif est yle changes including diet, 
Sugar Vames especially reducing salt intake, and 
exercise may help you meet the 
goal. However, in some cases, indi- 
viduals need to take daily blood 
pressure medication. 

Cholesterol is one type of 
fat found in the blood also known 
as a lipid. Another kind of blood fat 
is triglycerides. Maintaining your 
blood lipids at the recommended 
levels is key to preventing heart disease. When look- 
ing at cholesterol, your health care provider will check 
your total cholesterol, as well as your good (HDL) and 
bad (LDL) cholesterol. 

The goal for total cholesterol is anything 
below 200 mg/dl. Your HDL cholesterol goal is 
greater than 45 mg/dl for men or 55 mg/dl for women. 
Remember that HDL is the one you want to have high 
because it has been shown to protect against heart dis- 
ease. LDL cholesterol, on the other hand, is the one 
you want low with the goal being below 100 mg/dl. 

The goal for triglycerides is less than 150 
mg/dl. It is recommended that you have your blood 
lipids checked at lest twice a year or more often if 
necessary. Consuming a diet low in saturated fat and 
sugar along with regular exercise can help maintain 
healthy lipid levels. 
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Free Rabies Clinic for Seminole Residents 


Submitted by Celia Arcia, Environmental 
Health Program 

Please be advised that Seminole Tribe of 
Florida animal registration drive ended on May 
15. We will be holding a rabies clinic on the 
Brighton reservation on June 9 from 10:30 
a.m.-2:30 p.m. in front of the Health department 
and on the Hollywood reservation June 6 from 
10 a.m.-3 p.m. at the Osceola Park Baseball 
Field. 

If you missed the Big Cypress or 
Immokalee clinics, you are welcome to join us 
here. 

Please make sure your animals are 
restrained. Dogs must be on leashes and cats 
must be in carriers. If you have any questions 
please call (954) 965-1300, Ext. 126. 
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Lifestyle Balance and Preschool gather for an outing. 


Judy Weeks 


On The Road with the Lifestyle Balance Program 






Judy Weeks 

The group was mesmerized by the young alligators. 


By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — Immokalee 
Nutritionist Charlotte Porcaro meets weekly 
with the participants in the Lifestyle Balance 
Program. Many of the group members have 
also been involved in the recent Weight Loss 
Contests. 

Weekly sessions have included proper 
nutrition, health care, exercise, attitude and re- 
enforcement of goals with support. Friendly 
competition can be a big plus when you are 
changing your entire lifestyle and building a 
happier and healthier person. 

Each meeting deals with new issues 
and addresses old problems. Preparing healthy, 
appetizing meals, menu selection in restaurants, 
exercise, encouragement, dealing with addic- 
tion, including, food, alcohol, drugs and/or 
tobacco, variety in your routine and recogniz- 
ing your successes can bring about mental and 
physical well being. 

On May 9, Porcaro 
took her group on a field trip 
to the Audubon Corkscrew 
Swamp Sanctuary. Several of 
the members work at the 
Immokalee Preschool facility 
and would be unable to attend 
because of work responsibili- 
ty. Not wishing to leave any- 
one out, Porcaro joined forces 
with Michelle Ford, the pre- 
school manager who is a 
member of the Lifestyle 
Balance group. By including 
the preschool in the field trip, 
everyone had an opportunity 
to attend and the children 
would benefit. 

Unfortunately, sever- 
al of the Immokalee Seniors 
had prior commitments and 
were unable to participate. 

However, a group of 18 were 
transported to the sanctuary 
for a wonderful morning of 
exercise and interaction with 
nature at its best. 

Tushka Hill from the 
Broadcasting department was 
on hand to film the event and 
captured some fantastic shots 
of the wildlife along the 
boardwalk. In addition, some 
of his best footage included 
not only the children, but 
adults, as they experienced 
this trip into another world. 

Although the board- 
walk extends for three miles 
into the swamp before return- 
ing to the administration 
building, the group had to 
take the short cut because of 
time requirements. 

Nevertheless, they trav- 
eled approximately two 
miles through the shad- 
ed wonderland. 

Despite recent 
drought conditions, the 
area was filled with 
wildlife. A large variety 
of birds were nesting. 

Hawks, osprey, egrets, 
curlew, limpkins, 

Everglade kites, owls, 
woodpeckers, cranes, 
pond birds and wood 
storks filled the sur- 
rounding trees and 
ponds. 

Butterflies, 

grasshoppers and cater- 
pillars were a delight 
for the children. They 
spent a great deal of 
time observing the 
insects at work, feeding 
and building their 
cocoons. Toddlers 
insisted on walking so 
as not to miss a thing. 

Even the youngest 
member of the group 
set wide eyed in wonder in his stroller enjoying the 
sights and sounds of the swamp. 

By far the greatest attraction, regardless of 
the attendee’s age, were the numerous alligators who 
were laying about in the shallow pools and swamp let- 
tuce protecting their newly hatched young. Each alli- 
gator nest contains from 15 to 30 eggs and it would be 
conservative to say that the group saw the offspring 
from a minimum of 6 nests within a 300 foot area of 
the boardwalk. The little striped baby alligators ranged 
in size from eight inches to 20 inches and appeared to 
be everywhere. 

It was awesome to see the alligators and birds 


feeding on the frogs 
and fish trapped in the 
small remaining pools 
of water in the swamp. 
The wide eyed children 
were not only spell- 
bound but very quiet 
and respectful of their 
surroundings. 

Beverley Rose 
from Family Services 
commented on the chil- 
dren’s good behavior 
and what a joy it is to 
see the wonder of 
nature through their lit- 
tle eyes. With the fresh 
green leaves of spring- 
time and the rebirth of 
the birds and wildlife, 
it couldn’t help but 
make a person feel 
renewed themselves. 

Sylvia 

Marrero is an inspira- 
tion. She has been 
involved in the 
Lifestyle Balance 
Program and Weight 
Loss since its inception 
and is making great 
strides. Not only has 
she been shedding the 
pounds, but has been 
making many changes 
in her lifestyle. 

A year ago, 
she could only slowly 
walk a small portion of 
the trail. For this occa- 
sion she was in the 
lead and completed 
every step of the way, 


Judy Weeks 

A nutritious picnic of spring rolls, fruit 
and vegetable platters awaited the group 
at the end. 

only stopping to enjoy the sights and 
sounds with some avid bird watchers that 
she encountered. 

Returning to the picnic tables in 
the park, the group had a wonderful lunch- 
eon. 

Fresh fruit and vegetable trays 
were joined by spring wraps filled with 
chicken and julienne vegetables. It was 
hard to believe that anything so nutritious 
could be so delicious. Even the children 
cleaned their plates. 
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Florida’s most famous resident-the gator. 
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(L-R) Jack Aguiar, Neo Motlow and Rosa Garcia 
admire the wildlife. 
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Mercedes Davis on the boardwalk. 
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How Meth Affects Your Community 


Submitted by SPD, Crime Prevention Unit 

Methamphetamine, or meth, can cause 
harm not only to those who are addicted to the drug, 
but their family, friends and neighbors too. Here are 
a few ways meth can cause harm. 

Environmental Harm 

A meth lab can operate unnoticed in any 
community for years, causing serious health hazards 
to everyone around. For each pound of meth pro- 
duced five to six pounds of hazardous waste are gen- 
erated, posing immediate and long-term health risks. 

The chemicals used to make meth are toxic 
and “meth cook” routinely dump waste into streams, 
rivers, fields, backyards and sewage systems, which 
can in turn contaminate 
water resources for 
humans and animals. 

Chlorinated solvents and 
other toxic by products 
used to make meth pose 
long-term hazards because 
they can persist in soil and 
groundwater for years. 

Also, the poison- 
ous vapors produced dur- 
ing cooking permeate the 
halls and carpets of houses 
and building, often making 
them uninhabitable. 

Cleaning up these sites 
requires specialized train- 
ing and cost an average of 
$2,000-$4,000 per site. 

Children are at Risk 

Hundreds of chil- 
dren are neglected every 
year after living with par- 
ents who are meth cooks. 

Children who reside in or 
near meth labs are a great 
risk of being harmed from 
the explosive nature of the ingredients and by prod- 
ucts as well as from the noxious fumes can cause 
brain damage. Cooking meth is extremely danger- 
ous, and labs often catch fire and explode. 

A child living inside could overdose from 
meth left out by parents, suffer from attachment dis- 
orders or behavioral problems, be malnourished, 
physically or sexually abused and/or burned or fatal- 
ly injured from a fire or explosion. 

Orphaned Children 

The number of foster care children has been 
rising rapidly in states that have been hit hardest by 
meth. Children, whose parents have been using or 
making meth, are placed in foster homes, crowding 
an already overflowing system with limited 


resources. 

These children often have behavioral prob- 
lems due to the neglectful conditions in which 
they’ve been living. The influx of cases has been 
overwhelming social workers, leaving them desper- 
ate for help. 

HIV/AIDS 

While high on meth, users can feel hyper- 
sexual and uninhibited, often forgetting to use pro- 
tection. Also, since meth can be administered intra- 
venously some users opt for dirty needles. These 
acts of carelessness can lead to the transmission of 
serious and deadly diseases, such as hepatitis, HIV 
and AIDS. 

Hospitals and Burn 
Units 

Meth pro- 
duction is a danger- 
ous and illegal busi- 
ness that takes place 
in living spaces 
from kitchens to 
basements to hotel 
rooms. The materi- 
als that are used to 
produce the drug are 
toxic and oi~en 
flammable and any 
mistakes can result 
in an explosion or 
injury to not just the 
meth cook, but their 
families as well. 
These 

chemical bums are 
tough to treat and 
extremely expen- 
sive. Much of the 
care in these special- 
ized units goes 
uncompensated, 
which puts a great financial strain on the hospitals, 
state medical programs and the community. 

Crime 

Meth labs along with the selling of the dmg 
can breed crime, including burglaries, thefts and 
even murder. Both teenagers and adults addicted to 
the dmg and who have no income to pay for their 
habit, may steal valuables from their own homes or 
even their friend’s homes. 

Whilst high on meth, there’s no telling what 
a person would do if provoked; people have been 
killed for not owing up to a dmg payment or coming 
through on a transaction. This type of crime requires 
a great deal of attention from the police, for which a 
community may not have the resources to spare. 



This was a kitchen, now it is a meth lab. 


Dental Health Month Calendars Have Arrived 

Submitted by the Seminole Dental Program feel free to stop by any of the Seminole Dental 

The 2006/2007 Seminole Children’s Dental Program sites to pick up your copy. 

Health Month poster calendars have arrived! Please 


Certain scents have a powerful effect on the opposite sex. 
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Pull-Out Program Completes Fourth Year 




By Emma Brown 

BRIGHTON — The fourth successful 
year has come and gone for “Pemayetv Emahakv” 
or The Brighton Pull-Out Program. On May 19 
the teachers and staff of the Pull-Out Program 
hosted an end of the year celebration for the par- 
ents and community of the Brighton reservation. 

This program was an opportunity for the 
teachers of the program to share their unique 
teaching approach and to display the leaps and 
bounds gained by the students through their cul- 
ture and language demonstrations during the pro- 
gram. 

Upon arrival parents and guests visited 
each classroom to see what the students have been 
participating in. Following the classroom visits, 
Education Director Louise Gopher shared a little 
of the history of the program with the audience. 
Gopher discussed how, through the support of 
Okeechobee County School Board and the vision 
of former gifted pull-out student Rita Gopher, the 
Pull-Out Program was able to become a reality. 

Rita asked the question, “Why can’t we be 


Emma Brown 

Joshua Boromei shows his knowledge of Creek. 
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This year’s archery participants (L-R) Randy Shore, 
Dylan Chalfant, Emery Fish and Phillip Jones. 


they are being taught and that they must maintain who 
they are and what they are being taught so that when 
they claim to be an Indian they can prove it by their 
knowledge of their culture and language. 

Raulerson, past Okeechobee County super- 
intendent, was a key player in making the Pull-Out 
Program possible. 

“More than the students need to preserve 
the culture and language, this country needs it pre- 
serve as well,” Raulerson said. 

Immediately after lunch the teachers of the 
program demonstrated their new teaching technique 
which is referred to as ASLA, or the Acquired 
Second Language Acquisition. Each grade demon- 
strated the ASLA program and their knowledge of 
language by use of nouns, verbs, prepositions and 
much more. 

Following these demonstrations, Coach 
John Waterhouse presented Emery Fish, Dylan 
Chalfant, Randy Shore and Phillip Jones with 
archery participation awards, followed by Barbara 
ng and Beth Skinner of the health department who 
expressed appreciation for being able to utilize 
some of the physical education time to teach the 
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History teacher Willie Johns and student Phillip 
Jones demonstrate the ASLA program. 


language, which reiterated the goal behind the Pull- 
Out Program. In summation, Bowers shared that all 
Seminole children need to listen and practice what 


Emma Brown 


pulled out one day a week to learn about our culture 
just like students are pulled out one day a week to 
attend the gifted program?” 

With this question in mind, Gopher along 
with others from the Culture department met with 
Superintendent Phoebe Raulerson who gave the go 
ahead. So they did and will be starting their fifth year 
this fall. 

Following remarks from Gopher, the Pull- 
Out’s Student Tribal Council then led the audience in 
the Creek and American pledges, and sang “Happy 
Birthday” in Creek to any celebrating birthdays in the 
summer months. Next, Gopher introduced the many 
dignitaries from Glades and Okeechobee County that 
were present, along with Brighton Council 
Representative Andrew Bowers Jr. 

Bowers addressed the audience in the Creek 
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The children meet with Creek reading and writing 
teacher Jenny Shore (right). 


students the importance of maintaining a healthy 
lifestyle. 

It is overwhelmingly obvious that Friday’s 
are very important to the students and that each stu- 
dent recognizes the importance of preserving their lan- 
guage and culture. Pull-Out Coordinator Shelly 
Walker along with the teachers and staff of the pro- 
gram deserve tremendous credit for making this pro- 
gram continue to be successful. 


Local dignitaries and students during the Creek pledge. 


Bethany Billie at the Pull-Out celebration. 


Native Women in Agriculture’s Native 
Youth Writing Competition 2006 

Subject: My Family s Land in Agriculture 


Submitted by Native Women in Agriculture 

We are very happy to announce this year’s 
writing topic: My Family’s Land in Agriculture. To 
help you in thinking about this topic, here are some 
ideas: 

Write about your own family’s land histo- 
ry. . .where is your family’s land? What sort of status 
is it? Is it leased out to someone? Is it leased out by 
your Tribe? Is your family working that land in agri- 
culture? What is your family doing with their land in 
agriculture? What do you grow? 

What is your family’s land history? If your 
family doesn’t own agriculture land or farm, what 
happened to that land? Was it sold to someone in the 
Tribe? Was it sold outside the Tribe? When did that 
happen? What were the circumstances around that 
happening? 

If your land is no longer in your family’s 
hands or in agriculture that you know of, where was 
that land? Could you find it on a map? What year did 
the land leave your family? What is going on with 
that land right now? 

If your land, your family’s land, or your 
Tribe’s lands or not in Tribal control right now, why 
did that happen? When did it happen? 

Does your Tribe have a plan for identifying 
and planning what happens on Tribal land? What is 


that plan? 

We are looking for papers that provide a 
history of your own family’s land. We are also look- 
ing for papers that describe what happened when 
your family’s land went outside your family’s con- 
trol, if that is the case. 

Here are some people to talk with in 
researching your paper topic: 

Your family: Your parents, your grandpar- 
ents, your great-grandparents; Elders in your Tribe; 
Tribal government: Employees or leaders who know 
something about land. These people might be mem- 
bers of the Tribal Council, Elected leaders of your 
Tribe, Realty, environmental, natural resource, lands 
and leasing or other employees who have responsi- 
bility for land 

Also, be sure and visit the Indian Land 
Tenure Foundation website: 

www.indianlandtenure.org. They have lots of great 
resources that will help you and your family learn 
more about Indian land and Indian land tenure prob- 
lems and what can be done to address these prob- 
lems. 

Don’t forget to follow the guidelines for 
paper size, font size when typing, citation of sources, 
etc. that are on the flyer announcing the topic. 
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Seminole Tribe Presents Local Scholarships 


By Emma Brown 

BRIGHTON — On behalf of the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida, Brighton Councilman Andrew 
Bowers offered four scholarships to students from 
Glades and Okeechobee Counties. Two students were 
chosen from each county to receive these scholarships 
to help further their education. 

The criteria that had to be met was that the 
student must have been in good academic status, be a 
minority, and present a financial need. Councilman 
Bowers, his assistant Michele Thomas, and the 
Brighton Education Advisor Emma Brown went 
through each application thoroughly to choose the four 
students that were most deserving of the scholarships. 



Photo courtesy of Emma Brown 


(L-R) Emma Brown, Marieyls Figueroa, Kimberly 
Minott and Andrew Bowers. 



Photo courtesy of Emma Brown 

(L-R) Andrew Bowers, Jose Lugo, Sonya Chapa and 
Emma Brown. 


They also attended scholarships nights in both 
Okeechobee and Glades County to present the schol- 
arships to the chosen students. 

The presence of the Seminole Tribe and their 
donation to the students was greatly appreciated by 
both the students and the administration of the 
schools. The recipients of the scholarships were as fol- 
lows: Okeechobee County: Jose Lugo; Sonja Chapa 
and Glades County: Marielys Figueroa, Kimberly 
Minott. 



Emma Brown 

Destiny Nunez receiving her award. 


Fifth Graders Receive Education Awards 


By Emma Brown 

OKEECHOBEE, 

FL — Fifth grade students at 
Central Elementary received 
awards for their achieve- 
ments on May 25. There 
were four students from the 
Brighton reservation who 
took several trips to the cen- 
ter stage at Central to 
receive awards for all of 
their hard work and efforts. 

Congratulations to 
each and every one of them 
and keep up the good work! 

Award recipients 
were as follows: Destiny 
Nunez: Gold Award (all A’s), 
Effort Award, trophy for all 
A’s all year, Presidential 



Emma Brown 


(L-R) Zachary Rodriguez, Garret Huston, Destiny Nunez, Ami Nunez. 



Excellence Award (3. 5-4.0 GPA), Super 
Problem Solver Award, Hershey’s track & field 
(100m relay), first place science fair in behav- 
ioral and social science, student council and 
safety patrol; Ami Nunez: Red Award (B 
Average), trophy for honor roll all year, 
Presidential Achievement Award (2. 5-3. 5), 
super problem solver, panther pal, student coun- 
cil (president), talent show, safety patrol and 
Hershey’s track & field (100m relay); Garret 
Huston: Citizenship Award, Red Award (B 
Average), panther pal and student council (vice- 
president); Zachary Rodriguez: Silver Award 
(all A’s & B’s). 



Tony Heard 


Youngsters Asianna Billie and Trinity Bowers joined their classmates at the graduation ceremony. 


Billie, Bowers Walk Across Graduation Stage 



By Tony Heard 

PLANTATION, FL — American Heritage is 
a school that is known for their stellar academics and 
outstanding sports. When many 
mention this institute, the younger 
age groups are often overlooked 
due to lack of sports and publicity. 

But on May 17 all of the 
focus was on the Kindergarten 
classes and their graduation. The 
theme and title of the graduation 
was “Wishes and Dreams,” which 
fit perfect for the occasion. The 
auditorium at American Heritage 
was full of joyous faces and con- 
gratulations. 

With around ninety stu- 
dents graduating there were two 
students who are unique in their 
own special way. Seminole Tribal 
youngsters Asianna Billie and 
Trinity Bowers, were among those 
who received graduation honors. 

The program began with 
the orchestra playing a medley of 
songs that kept everyone at ease 
and set the tone for the kids to hit 
the stage. When the curtain lifted, it 
was something to cherish seeing all 
those children standing there 
dressed in their finest dresses and 


Chmelir’s as a teacher. 

Following the introduction, all the students 
were ready to perform their musical numbers. As a 


ties. 


Two students from each 
class went to their prearranged 
microphones, welcomed everyone 
for coming and let everyone know 
the names of the teachers and 
classes represented this evening. 

There were five classes 


Tony Heard 

Asianna Billie stands proudly with mom Doreen Cypress and family. 


that were to be recognized and 

honored that night. Asianna Billie was in Mrs. 

Foreman’s class and Trinity Bowers had Mrs. 


Tony Heard 

Trinity Bowers holds diploma. 


whole and very organized, the students sang a total of 
five songs, “When You Wish upon a Star,” “A Dream 
is a Wish Your Heart Makes,” “There’s a Great, Big, 
Beautiful Tomorrow” and “Wishes.” In between 
there was a group of students who gave all the par- 
ents, family and friends a few choice words on the 
song they were going to sing. 

Musical Director Tim Sperber said: “The 
students have been practicing on these musical num- 
bers since January. Some things they worked on in 
class, but majority of the time all the classes would 
get together and rehearse in the auditorium.” 

All the hard work and practice paid off for 
the students and those adults who put in lots of time 
and effort. The musical section of the program was 
nothing short of amazing and entertaining for all of 
the families and friends in attendance. 

President and Founder of American 
Heritage William Laurie assisted with diploma distri- 
bution. Laurie said a few distinguished words about 
the school, the wonderful teachers, and the extraordi- 
nary kindergarten class of the 2006. 

The diplomas were then handed out one 
class at a time. When it was Asianna’s time to walk 
across the stage to receive her honors, prideful 
cheers and happiness roared throughout the auditori- 
um. Parents, cousins, grandmothers, and aunts were 
all there to support Asianna on this joyous day. 

Trinity’s class was next and she was the 
second student to be called from her class. When her 
name was read everyone could hear how proud her 
mother and father were of her; dad with the camera 
snapping away and mom looking as if she was about 
to let the tears go. 

It was a great night for all the kids, rela- 
tives, and everyone else who took part. Asianna and 
Trinity have a lot more graduations ahead of them, 
but this one will always have special meaning 
because it is their first. 



=DR. RICHARD A NORMAN 

EXPERT EYE EXAMS 
CONTACT LENSES 

We Carry 

Moat Designer Frames 
Such As: 

Cazal * Caviar * Christian Dior 
Prada * Versace * Versus * CK 
Burberry • Liz Claiborne 
Ralph Lauren * And Many More... 

Friendly} Courtlous & Knowledgeable Staff 

Same location for over 22 years 

Wa Accept Seminole Tribe Referrals & Many Insurances 


Or. Hichard A- IMorman 
<4® 7 "1 S _ LJnlvi^rsity Or. 
Oavief Florida 
Tel; 105^1 434-4S7 -1 

On fcHe ctirnor of Qriffirt Rd. 5 Unlvcroty Or. 

In tho Publlx Sopping 



1. Sam Jones - A Very Important Figure 
in Seminole History * White Chocolate 5 
Raspberry 

2. Billy Bowlegs - Lead the Seminoles in 
the 3rd Seminole War - Dark Chocolate & 
Caramel 

3. Remember the Clans! - All 9 Clans: 
Otter Bear. Snake, Panther, Big Town, 
Bird, Deer, Wind and the extinct Alligator - 
iced Lattes 

4. Josie Billie - One of the Strongest 
Medicine Men of the Seminole Tribe - 
Dark Chocolate & Hazelnut 

5. Ingram Billie - Brother of Josie, also a 
Powerful Medicine Man - Vanilla & 
Hazeinut 

6. Laura Mae Osceola - Instrumental in 
getting Federal Recognition of the 
Seminole Tribe - Dark Chocolate & 
Banana 

7. Joe Dan Osceola - Youngest elected 
President & First Ambassador - Almond & 
Datk Chocolate 

8. Fred Smith - Longest serving Tribal 
President - Dank Chocolate & Mint 

9. Jim Shore - Longtime General Legal 
Counsel of the Seminole Tribe - Dark 
Chocolate & Raspberry 

1 0 . Betty M ae J u m per - First 
Chairwoman of the Seminoles - Apple & 
Cinnamon 

11. James Billie ■ Longest Serving 
Elected Chairman of the Tribe - Vanilla <£ 
Caramel 


Cappuccino • Lattes • Espresso 



Serving Fresh 
Breakfast Items 


Salads & Sandwiches 

Open 5 Days 
Mon-Fri: 8 a.m, -3 p.m. 

Located at the Seminole Tribe 
Headquarters in the 2nd floor lounge! 

Owned & Operated by 
Members of the Seminole Tribe 
Gem Thorpe Osceola 
Linda C. Osceola 

Full Service Distribution Available,,, 
Office Buildings, Hotels , Resturants 

954-600-6484 or 
800-683-7800x1186 


12. Priscilla Sayen - Long time 
Respected Tribal Secretary - Irish Cream 
& Hazelnut 

13. Howard Tiger - First Military person 
Elected President, Organized sports 
programs for the Seminole Youth - Dark 
Chocolate 

14. Mitchell & David Cypress - Brothers 
and Leaders from the Big Cypress 
Reservation - White Chocolate & Caramel 

15. David DeHass - Hollywood 
Representative - Board - Dark Chocolate 
& Coconut 

16. Moses Osceola - President of the 
Seminole Tribe - Irish Cream & Dark 
Chocolate 

17. Roger Smith - Brighton 
Representative - Council - Dark Chocolate 
& Vanilla 

18. Paul Bowers - Big Cypress 
Representative - Board - Caramel & 
Hazeinut 

19. Johnny Jones - Brighton 
Representative - Board - Dark Chocolate 
& Preline 

20. Howard Tommie - 2 Term Elected 
Chairman, introduced Seminole Bingo - 
Dark Chocolate £ Honey 

21. Mike Tiger - Former Director of Indian 
Health Svs & current Treasurer ■ Half and 
Half Sugar and whipped cream 

22. Winifred Tiger - Helped Seminote 
Youth stay in School, graduate and go to 
college. - English Toffee & Vanilla 
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MENTION THIS AD FOR $1,000 SEMINOLE TRIBUNE DISCOUNT 
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OVER 175 TOR QUALITY USED 

SOME EXAMPLES: 


TO 


2001 VOLKSWAGEN PftSSAT 
2001 VOLKSWAGEN NEW BEETLE 

1999 VOLKSWAGEN CABRIO 
2001 TOVOTA TRUCK TACOMA 
2001 TOYOTA TRUCK 4 RUNNER 
2003 T0V0TA HIGHU1NCP 
2001 TOVOTA SOLARA 

2003 TOVOTA COROLLA 
2001 TOVOTA RAW 

2003 TQVQTA HIGHLANDER 
20W TOYOTA CAMRY 

2004 SUZUKI VERONA 
2003 SATURN VUE 

2003 PONTIAC GRANT} AM 

1992 PONTIAC GRAND AM 
1997 PONTIAC SUNFIRE 
1997 PONTIAC SUNFIRE 
1990 PLYMOUTH ACCLAIM 

2001 (MOBILE AURORA 

1993 (MOBILE ERAVADA 
19930LDSMQ6SLE ClERA 
1986 (MOBILE DELTA SB 

2005 NISSAN TRUCK PATHFINDER 
2005 NISSAN TRUCK MO RANG 
2005 NISSAN TRUCK MRANC 
1993 NISSAN TRUCK PATHFINDER 

2002 NISSAN ALTO 

2003 NISSAN ALTO 
2005 NISSAN ALTO 
Ml NISSAN BENTRA 
2003 NISSAN BENTRA 

2000 MITSUBISHI W0WTER0 SPOFU 
2003 MITSUBISHI LANCER 

2003 MITSUBISHI (XANT 
2003 MITSUBISHI DUTLANCER 
1997 MITSUBISHI MIRAGE 
2005 MERCURY TRUCK MOUNTAINEER 


2006 MERCURY TRUCK MARINER 

2001 MERCURY SABLE 
1993 MERCURY COUGAR 

2002 MERCURY GRAND MARQUIS 
2002 MAZDA MIUENIA 

2002 MAZDA 626 
2005 MAZDA TRIBUTE 
2005 MAZDA 5 

2002 MAZDA MAZDA MPVES 

2003 MAZDA PROTEGE 

1999 MAZDA MIATA 

2003 LINCOLN THUCK NAVIGATOR 

2004 LINCOLN THICK AVIATOR 
1939 LINCOLN TOWN CAR 

2005 LINCOLN TOWN CAR 

2003 XI A SEDOVA 
2005 KIA OPTIMA 
2005 KIA OPTIMA 

1992 JEEP TRUCK WRANGLER 
2001 JEEPCHEHOKEE 

2004 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 
2004 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 
2003 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 

2000 JEEP CHE ROKEE 

2001 JEEPCHEHOKEE 

2001 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 

2002 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 

1993 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 

2002 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 

2003 JEEP LIBEFTTV 
2002 HYUNDAI SONATA 

2004 HYUNDAI ACCEKF 

2002 HYUNDAI SANTA FE 

2003 HYUNDAI ACCENT 

2005 HYUNDAI SANTA FE 

2006 HUM MEH 
2002 HONDA ACCORD 


2005 HONDA CIVIC 

2005 HONDA ACCORD 
1999 GMC JIMMY 
1999 GMC YUKON 
2003 GMC SIERRA 1500 

2002 GMC SIERRA 1500 
2D01 GMC SONOMA 

2006 GMC YUKON 
m GMC QK1500 

2003 FORD TRUCK MAB 

2001 FORD TRUCK FI 50 
1997 FORD TRUCK EXPLORER 

2002 FORD TRUCK F353 

2002 FDRDTflUCKFl&D 
1999 FORD TRUCK F550 
1991 FORD TRUCK EXPLORER 

2003 FORD TRUCK FI 53 
2002 FORD TRUCK RANGER 

2002 FORD TRUCK FT S3 

2003 FORD TRUCK F250 
2005 FORD TRUCK F350 
2002 FORD TRUCK F-450 
1999 FORD TRUCK FI 53 
2002 FORD TRUCK EXPLORER 

2002 FORD TRUCK FtM 

2003 FORD TRUCK EXPEDITION 

2001 FORD TRUCK F150 

2002 FORD TRUCK EXPEDITION 
2D05 FORD TRUCK F35D 

1935 F ORD TRUCK F25D 
1999 FORD TRUCK EXPLORER: 

2004 FORD TRUCK EXPLORER 
2034 FORD TRUCK F35D 
2002 FORD TRUCK FT5D 

2004 FORD TRUCK f 150 

2005 FORD TRUCK EXPLOR ER 
2005 FORD TRUCK EXPLORER. 


2002 FORD TRUCK EXPEDITION 
1 996 FORD TRUCK EXPLORER 

2003 FORD TRUCK F350 
2002 FORD TRUCK WINOSTAR 
2002 FORD TRUCK F150 

2095 FORD TRUCK ECONOLINE E350 
1 990 FORD TRUCK HANGER 
2992 FORD TRUCK FZffi 
199B FORD TRUCK EXPLORER 

2002 FORD TRUCK F150 
2001 FORD TRUCK F250 

2003 FORD TRUCK EXCURSION 
2932 FORD TRUCK RANGER 
2003 FORD TRUCK ESCAPE 

2001 FORD TRUCK F1SO 
2009 FORD TRUCK EXCURSION 

2002 FORD TRUCK EXPEDITION 
1 996 FORD TRUCK EXPLORER 
1993 FORD TRUCK F250 

2002 FORD TRUCK EXPEDITION 
2094 FORD TRUCK F150 
2005 FORD TRUCK F350 
200? FORD TflUCK EXPEDITION 
20tt FORD TRUCK FtSO 

1937 FORD TRUCK F250 

1999 FORD TRUCK WIN CSTAR 

2003 FORD TRUCK WINE-STAR 
1995 FORD TRUCK WINUSTAR 

2000 FORD TRUCK FI 50 
1999 FORD TRUCK WINDSTAR 
2005 FORD TAURUS 

2004 FORD FOCUS 

2002 FORD FOCUS 

2903 FORD CROWN VICTORIA 

2003 FORD FOCUS 

2001 FORD FOCUS 
2003 FORD FOCUS 


FROM! 

m FORD FOCUS 
1997 FORD CONTOUR 
2005 FORD TAURUS 
2005 FORD TAURUS 
1997 FORD THUNDER BIRD 

1999 FORD ESCORT 

2304 DODGE TRUCK RAM P/ll T5G0 
2002 DODGE TRUCK RAM P/U 2500 
m DODGE NEON 
2002 DODGE NEON 

2005 DODGE MAGNUM 
2002 DODGE DURANGO 
m DODGE DURANGO 
2301 DODGE STRATUS 

2001 DODGE DURANGO 

2006 CHRYSLER 300 
m CHRYSLER VOYAGER 

2301 CHRYSLER 300M 
2006 CHRYSLER 300 
2005 CHRYSLER 300 
2005 CHRYSLER 300 
2304 CHRYSLER SEBflING 
2303 CHRYSLER CONCORDE 

2000 CHRYSLER PT CRUISER 

2002 Chrysler ft cruiser 

2003 CHRYSLER SEBRING 
2O0? CHRYSLER CONCORDE 

2302 CHRYSLER SEBRING 
2335 CHRYSLER FT CRUISER 

2334 CHEVROLET TRUCK TFAIBlAZER 
23C4 CHEVROLET TRUCK SILVERADO 1500 
2002 CHEVROLET TRUCK TAHOE 
2000 CHEVROLET TRUCK SILVERAD0 1500 
20CC- CHEVROLET TRUCK SlQ PICKUP 
1S9CHPJROLETTRUCKS10 PICKUP 
23C3 CHEVROLET TRUCK S 1 0 PICKUP 
1997 CHEVRC1ETTRUCK VENTURE 


MANY HARD TO FIND VEHICLES LIKE. ..EXCURSIONS, WRANGLERS, 
DIESELS. CREW CABS. PT CRUISERS, MAGNUMS, BMWS & LOTS MORE! 



*** 


525 NW AVE L 
BELLE GLADE 


LINCOLN MERCURY 


^5 . 800 - 909-8915 

^ xZ&z* www.gladesmotors.com 



PHsCERLUS ^AX TAG A FEES,* WITH APPROVED CflEDIT ‘52,000 DOWN SO VETOES LESS *QR GlMJiANTEED EWNCiNG DEALER NOT RESPONSIBLE FOP TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS SEE GEALEP FOR COMPLETE DETAILS QMGfiO&;: 
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Susan Etxebarria 

Waiting their turn is Brandon Billie, Jordan Jones and Daylon Youngblood. 


Recreation Dept Moves Forward 
with Gym Renovations 

Dept Offers Summer Camp Programs 


By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — The Richard 
Smith Gymnasium at Brighton is sched- 
uled to open in early June after being 
closed nearly two years when portions of 
the roof were torn off from the winds of 


Hurricane Jeanne in September 2004. 

The new roof was custom 
designed to higher standards and is built 
to be hurricane proof. New hurricane 
proof windows and doors have been 
installed as well. The gym will serve as 
a secondary hurricane shelter and the 
staff will serve as 
first responders. 

The interior 
of the gym has been 
re-painted a lighter 
cream color and new 
electric bleachers 
working by remote 
control have been 
installed. The show- 
ers and lockers have 
been updated as well 
as the weight room. 

A grand opening is 
being planned and 
the date to be 
announced. 

“We can use 
the gym as a commu- 
nity meeting room 
again,” said 
Recreation Director 
Richard Osceola. 

He said it was tough not having 
the use of the gym. They had to cancel 
all their leagues. Community indoor 
events were held elsewhere. 

“I get asked every day by the 
community when the gym is going to 
open,” Osceola said. 

There have been other improve- 


ments as well. The skate park has been 
doubled in size with the addition of three 
taller four to six feet ramps and addition- 
al rails for the more advanced skaters. 
The Brighton Skate Park is easily the 
largest within a 100 mile radius. 

The 

Recreation depart- 
ment hired John 
Wayne Huff Jr. to 
manage the popular 
skate park. Kids can 
only skate if there is 
a supervisor on hand 
and they must wear 
helmets. It is open 
during the summer 
from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Monday through 
Friday; 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m. on Saturdays 
and noon to 6 p.m. 
on Sunday. 

With these 
improvements the 
Recreation depart- 
ment is hoping to 
host a skate boarding 
tournament in the 
future. 

While the 
gym was renovated 
the staff had trailers on site they used for 
offices but now they can move back into 
the offices in the gym. Osceola said they 
will use the trailers for their after school 
program. 

Registration for the seven week 
summer camp began in May. At the 


camp, youth will get the chance to go to 
Orlando, Fla. for a basketball camp and 
the University of South Florida’s 
Softball Pitch and the Gator Valley Ball 
Camp. 

Hours at the swimming pool 
have been extended as well and will be 
open on Sundays. 


\ 
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(L-R) Richard Osceola, John Wayne Huff Jr. and Leroy 
Boyette. 
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Recreation staff Leroy Boyette and Richard Osceola in 
gym where final touches are going on. 



Any Jail **] 24 Hours 

Any Time L* Emergency 

Fianzas S ^ ^^1 iHablamos 

GW Velasquez 

Tel: 954-463-2227 • Fax: 954-463-2228 


Behind on your bills? 

Seeking help to become financially stable? 

Look no further, we can Help! 
Thousands available with No Obligations or 
Upfront Fees Attached. 

Call Now! 

1 (888)300-8190 


‘Tribal Pride’ Boxing Match at Hard Rock 


By Chris Jenkins 

HOLLYWOOD — On May 18, 
history, pride and championship title aspi- 
rations were at stake as Warriors Boxing 
and Promotions, Inc., Sycuan Ringside 
Promotions, LLC, and the Hard Rock 
Hotel & Casino joined forces for a night 
featuring six great matches on pay-per- 
view. 

Known as “Tribal Pride,” the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida and Sycuan 
Band of Kumeyaay Nations both teamed 
up to become the first Native American 
tribes to present a championship boxing 
card. The featured bout was Warrior’s 
Ricky “Showtime” Quiles, 39-6-3 (8 KOs) 
facing Sycuan’s Julio “Kidd” Diaz, 32-3 
(24 KOs) in a battle for the interim 
International Boxing Federation light- 
weight title. 

The match-up presented a golden 
opportunity for both as current IBF champ, 
Jesus Chavez was unable to defend the title 
versus number one contender Quiles due to 
injury, enter Diaz. Coming in, both fighters 
had a little swagger fresh off victories. 

Quiles won unanimously in eighth 



Felix DoBosz 


An excited and triumphant Vadim Tokarev is overcome with joy falling to his knees 
in his corner after his fourth round TKO win over former North American Boxing 
Federation Champion Felix Cora Jr. 



Felix DoBosz 


Newly crowned International Boxing Federation champion, 
Julio Diaz celebrates after his hard fought 12 round unani- 
mous decision versus Ricky Quiles. 


marks in the junior 
cruiserweight divi- 
sion. 

To most in 
attendance, this one 
was the best match-up 
of the evening and 
after a fourth round 
TKO a new champion 
was crowned as 
Tokarev came out 
victorious. From the 
opening bell, Tokarev 
used movement and 
jab work to set up 
Cora for an impres- 
sive finish. 

Both went at 
one another with 
strong flurries and 
combos through three, 
but after a knock- 
down early in the 
fourth, Cora made a 
push, but it was not 
the same. Wobbled 
and dazed against the 
ropes, the fight was 
stopped at the 2:52 
mark. 

Other bouts 
on the venue were 
Jesus Pabon over Joel 
Ortega in the third 
round of six on a KO 
in lightweight action; 
Jose Vasquez facing 
Carl Cockerham in 


eight rounds of super middleweight action 
resulting in a third round stoppage and no 
decision due to a cut on the left eyebrow of 
Vasquez. Lamar Stephens won in six with 
a unanimous decision versus Siala Siliaga. 

Siliaga, 35, was a former K-l 
boxer making his professional debut. He is 
best known for his surprise knockout win 
over former World Boxing Champion 
Francois Botha. To round out the action, 
Samuel Miller also faced Martin 
Desjardins in an eight round match-up of 
super middleweights going the distance 
with a unanimous decision for Miller. 

In attendance to show their sup- 
port among the tribal council was 
Chairman Mitchell Cypress, Big Cypress 
Council Representative David Cypress and 
Hollywood Council Representative Max B. 
Osceola Jr. 

The celebrity scene was filled 
with entertainers from sports as well as 
movies and television. Former light and 
heavyweight champion, Michael Moorer 
led the pack. Others included, actor Fred 
Vincent, of “The Sopranos” fame, the 
Miami Heat’s Antoine Walker and James 
Posey, sports-agent Drew Rosenhaus as 
well as Miami Dolphins Eddie Jackson and 
Derrick Pope, to name a few. 

Margules declared the evening an 
entertaining success saying: “I thought it 
was a good, nice card, the fans got their 
money’s worth. . . The atmosphere was 
great.” 

The next boxing match for 
Warriors and the Hard Rock is slated for 
June 30. 


round action versus Jeremy Yelton at the 
Hard Rock, in February. Diaz won in KO 
fashion versus Russell Jones in the first 
round, last September. Diaz was looking to 
regain the title as the former champ won a 
majority decision win over Javier Jauregui 
in 2004. 

In the end, the fight was a game 
of cat and mouse as strategizing was the 
key. Diaz seemed on a mission and came 
right at Quiles throughout who seemed 
content with a lot of movement and combi- 
nations. There were no dramatics along the 
knockdowns, knockouts or controversy 
lines, and it came down to the judges with 
the unanimous decision going to Diaz. 

As the interim champion, Diaz 
will now have the opportunity to face 
Chavez to unify the title or be elevated to 
full-time champ. Warrior’s Executive 
Director, Leon Margules explained that he 
was disappointed with the outcome but not 
surprised. 

“[Diaz] fought as if he wanted to 
be a world champion, Ricky fought as if he 
wanted to fight,” Margules said. 

The co-featured bout saw 
Warrior’s, product and North American 
Boxing Federation champion, Felix Cora 
Jr. in a title defense versus Russian, Vadim 
Tokarev. Both came in with undefeated 



Felix DoBosz 

Heavyweight Lamar Stephens connects on a powerful right jab against opponent 
Siala Siliaga. 
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Nery Mejicano 


The BC Horse Training Club makes their way around the Rodeo Arena. 


Horse Training at Big Cypress Horse Club 


By Nery Mejicano 

BIG CYPRESS — As the sun begins to set every 
Monday night, Big Cypress children begin arriving at the BC 
arena. The younger ones with moms and dads, the older ones 
arrive in four-wheelers or are brought by friends or family. As 
they arrive, the horses are saddled and waiting for the young rid- 
ers in the red clay of the Big Cypress Rodeo Arena. 

Josh Jumper, the arena’s director along with his wife, 
Andrea Jumper, and some of his staff make sure that the horses 
are matched to the ages and skill level of the children, who eager- 
ly await their turn to climb into one of the beautiful and gentle 
animals. 

The youngest one Harmony Cypress age two, bravely 
and confidently rides a horse. Her little legs are too short to reach 
the stirrups, but the saddle has an attachment to shorten the stir- 
rups and she is secured by a set of Velcro straps as she rides 
proudly around the arena guided by the watchful eye of the Rodeo 
staff. 

Big Cypress horse training is one of the many choices 
the children have for recreation, and judging by the fast increas- 
ing number of young riders, it is becoming very popular. It is very 
refreshing to know that the tradition of riding horses, both for 
work and pleasure is very much alive on this reservation. 



Nery Mejicano 


Josh Jumper assists Savannah Fish with riding. 



Elaine Marks on horseback. 


Nery Mejicano 


The Seminoles are well known for their being skillful 
riders. On any given day driving on Snake Road you can see the 
Seminole cowboys working cattle being aided by well trained 
dogs. In addition to providing a healthy lifestyle alternative to the 
electronic gizmos that keep kids glue to their X-Boxes and other 
computer games, horseback riding enhances the children’s social 
skills, teaches responsibility, provides for a positive self image 
and is a good physical activity in the outdoors. 

All this is incompatible with negative and destructive 
habits and behaviors. Younger adults like Josh Jumper also serve 
as healthy role models that children will emulate and follow. The 
greatest asset, however, is the involvement of parents and other 
family in the life of the children. 


Open Youth Basketball League 



By Tony Heard 

HOLLYWOOD — The youth 
basketball program at the Seminole 
Recreation department has been growing 
the past few years. Many different age 
groups are taking a true interest in learning 
the game and playing with passion. 

Coach Carlos Adamson is the man 
who is doing the wonderful job teaching 
our tribal youth this wonderful sport. From 
practices, to scheduling individual work- 
outs, to traveling out of town to a tourna- 
ment, coach is always trying to keep the 
kids playing. 

The latest organized activity that 
is an open youth basketball league. The 
adults recently finished their league so now 
it is time for the youth to step on 
the court. 

The first games 
were played on April 
24, and the partici- 
pation was high. 

The main goal to 
have the league 
open was so our 
Seminole youth 
could compete 
against and with 
outside competi- 
tion to improve 
and bring more 
youth to the gym. 

The age groups 
are: five to eight, nine to 11, 

12-14, and 15-17. Breaking down the ages 
in this format seemed to be the best way to 
make the league competitive, and most 
importantly fun. 

The youngest group, ages 5-8, 
has the largest number of kids with 55 
youth athletes who come ready to play 
their little hearts out. At this age the object 
is to let them experience the game and not 
focus so much on winning and losing. 
Although they are the youngest group and 
are just learning the game well, they cer- 
tainly seem to be having the most fan 
when they are out on the court. 

Laughing and having a good time 
is all spectators hear when coming to 
watch this group of kids play, outside of 


ing all the kids come out and play, and not 
sit around all day doing nothing or running 
the streets. 

This league is also meant to 
encourage family and community partici- 
pation. Family attendance has been pretty 
good and a few community members who 
don’t have kids playing have also stopped 
by the gym to check out the upcoming tal- 
ent. 

The coaches are made up of recre- 
ation staff and parents who decided to lend 
a helping hand. 
Six to be exact, 
Carlos Adamson, 
Kenny Bay on, 
Jose Herrera, 
Jason Cypress, 
Marl Osceola, and 
Deputy Chief Will 
Latchford. This 
group of individu- 
als is offering a 
service of guid- 
ance and encour- 
agement to each 
team they coach. 
Each person has 
their own coaching 
style, but with chil- 
dren willing to learn 
and mesh together with 
their respective teams they are on 
is very important. 

The league not only has 
competitive games, fun, and support from 
parents and community. Plan on making 
your way to the gym to watch a few 
games, they play on Mondays, and 
Tuesdays starting around 6:30 p.m. There 
is music played at the game, and during 
breaks in the action. 

What’s a community event with- 
out food? Food is available for all. 
Hopefully more adults will go and support 
our youth before the league comes to a 
close. 

The last games will be played on 
June 27. Don’t be one of the people who 
missed out on experiencing the joy of kids 
having a great time doing what they love 
to do... playing basketball. 


the cheering, yelling, and clapping from 
the parents and family members enjoying 
the action. 

The next largest group is the 
12-14 year old bunch, with 46 players. 
They understand the game better, so they 
compete to win more than the younger 
group. But the kids still enjoy it and gave a 
good time while competing. 

The 9-11 age group is next in 
attendance with 43 bailers that love the 
game and devote their time to being a part 
of this league. This age group is a difficult 
one, because around this age some 
children are devel- 
oping faster than 
others. But 
despite 


slight confu- 
sion with getting 
the teams even as possible, giving all these 
kids a place to play and develop is the pri- 
mary goal. 

The oldest group holds possession 
of the smallest division, with 40 potential 
stars playing. This group has many kids 
who are playing AAU and other activities. 
But the kids who do have the time and 
energy to come and play give the specta- 
tors a good show. There is always great 
intensity and teamwork being displayed in 
these games. Not only do these older kids 
understand the game more and more, they 
play for bragging rights too. 

All the age divisions have there 
own unique style of play. It is great watch- 


Abilities That Can Help 
Improve an Athlete 


By Kenny Bayon 

Summer is almost here and it’s 
the time of year that an athlete takes to 
better themselves. With so many events 
coming up this summer such as the 
Florida Sunshine State Games, North 
American Ingenious Games, Native 
American Basketball Invitational and 
many other important tournaments, its 
time to take charge. 

Many go away to camps or just 
play with there friends, but it’s the ath- 
letes that take the smart and rigorous 
approach that get the most out of their 
talent and succeed. There are fives impor- 
tant components needed to be considered 
a good athlete. Of course, there are other 
factors such as, desire, balance, God 
given ability. The five attributes are: 
power, endurance, speed, strength and 
agility. 

The first component that makes 
an athlete better is power. 

Power is the combination of 
strength and speed. It is the movement of 
a person’s body with force. Power is the 
explosiveness that can make a difference 
between a pop fly to center field and a 
homer that leaves the park. Power can 
make the difference between a lay up and 
a slam dunk. A few examples to test 
power are the vertical leap and the stand- 
ing board jump. 

A good way to test ones power is 
vertical leap is to first, chalk your right 
hand and stand with your right side 
touching a wall. 

Reach up with your right hand 
and mark the highest point you can touch. 
Now chalk your hand again and stand 
next to the wall again. This time jump 
with both legs and extend your right arm 
to touch the wall. Jump two times and 
note the highest mark. Your vertical leap 
is the difference in inches between your 
standing reach and your top jump mark. 

A good jump is between 20-30 inches. 

Some exercises that help an ath- 
lete obtain power are plyometric exercis- 
es. They are used to increase explosive 
power and athletic performance. 

Examples of plyometric exercises are box 
jumps, plyo lunges, side to side leaps, 
back and forth leaps and frog leaps. Frog 
leaps is when you stand on one end of a 
court or field and jump in a standing 
board jump position and leap, landing on 
both feet and continuing this between 20 
and 40 yards. Make sure you do not per- 
form these exercise when you are 
fatigued nor on consecutive days. 

Another important attribute an 
athlete can have is endurance. 

Endurance is the ability to sus- 
tain a prolonged stressful effort or activi- 
ty. It is a fact that an athlete can be big, 
strong and fast but without the ability to 
be in better physical condition you’re 
your opponent he or she can contribute to 
their own defeat or even injury 

It is also a fact that endurance 
can be a factor and give the athlete an 
edge in every sport. The ability to outlast 
your opponent ensures you’ll outperform 
them when you need that little extra 
boost, whether you’re outrunning some- 
one to the finish line, swimming the final 
lap or need that “take down” at the end of 
a wrestling match. 

Here are a few tests that can 
gauge an athlete’s endurance. One is the 
two mile run. All you need is a track or 
course and a stopwatch. A good score 
would be to run it between 14-16 min- 
utes. Another test of endurance is the 300 
yard shuttle run. This is a good one for 
measuring the type of endurance that’s 
required for most sports. 

Set up two cones 25 yards apart. 
Sprint from one to the other, then back 
again. That’s one repetition. Do six con- 
tinuous repetitions, for a total of 300 
yards, as fast as you can. Then rest for 
one minute and repeat. The slower of 
your two times is your score. A good time 
to do it in is between 60-70 seconds. 

To build endurance for competi- 
tion is to simulate the sport or event but 
do it for a long period of time or with less 
rest. It’s a theory that when a boxer is 
going to fight a twelve round match he or 
she must train 36,000 minutes to be in the 
top physical shape. That’s 1,000 minutes 
for every one minute of competition. 

Running long distances, standing 
in one position jumping rope, shadow 
boxing, sparring against another oppo- 
nent, heavy and speed bag training and 
light weight training are some of the 
ways the time is distributed. 

A great way to build endurance 
for distance is interval training. This is 
when an athlete is beginning their train- 
ing regiment and wants to build stamina. 

Begin by setting a goal, for 
example three miles. Try to run as long as 
you can with out stopping. Say the fur- 
thest you can go is one mile and it took 
10 minutes. Walk for half the amount of 
time and begin running again. Repeat if 
needed until the three miles is complete. 
Time yourself once you have finished the 
course. Repeat this three times a week 
until you have reached your optimal goal. 

Another example, which is very 
difficult, is jumping rope. Get a timer and 
set it for 30 seconds. Begin jumping rope 
the entire 30 seconds and rest for 30 sec- 
onds. Repeat two more times. Every 
week try to increase 30 seconds every 
week. Five minutes of jumping rope at 80 
repetitions per minute is equal to a half 
hour of running. 

Another type of attribute is 
speed. Speed is the act of moving swiftly 


and being able to accelerate. It is the type 
of athleticism that can make a difference 
by just tenths of a second. It can be a 
great equalizer to those that do not posses 
the other strong attributes. Speed can be 
measured in two ways. The first being 
how fast you can get from point A to 
point B, this is called straight ahead 
speed. 

The second is how fast you can 
accelerate and decelerate, that is going 
from standing still to your top speed, and 
vice versa. Every tenth of a second mat- 
ters so even small improvements can 
make a major impact on your perform- 
ance. 

Straight ahead speed can be 
measured in numerous ways but the most 
popular most often used is the 40 yard 
dash. It is used from pee wee football all 
the way to the NFL combine. It is one of 
the best measurements of speed and 
acceleration. It begins with the athlete in 
a three or four point stance and his part- 
ner or coach standing 40 yards from 
them. 

Make sure you are as accurate as 
possible measuring the distance, remem- 
ber you don’t want to walk around saying 
that you can run the 40 in 4.5 seconds but 
your really running 35 yards. Instruct 
your timer to start the clock as soon as 
you move. The clock stops when any part 
of your chest crosses the finish line. 

An effective exercise to improve 
speed is the ball-drop drill. The ball-drop 
drill developed by football coach Tom 
Shaw and enhances your speed perform- 
ance. On a solid surface have a friend or 
a partner hold a tennis ball at eye level 
standing approximately five yards. While 
in a three point stance, your partner will 
drop the ball. Your objective is to sprint 
towards the ball and catch it before it 
bounces again. Have your friend add a 
yard of distance until you can’t catch the 
ball. 

Another way to increase speed is 
to strengthen muscle in the abs. A certain 
sit-up routine will help your speed. 

This exercise requires you to lie 
flat on your back and have your legs ele- 
vated at 45 degrees with the heels of your 
feet resting on the wall. Your arms will be 
extended above your head. From this 
position lift your upper torso with arms 
extended until you touch your toes. Move 
to your right and with both hands touch 
the floor than move to your left and touch 
the floor with both hands. 

All these motions equal one rep- 
etition. For 30 seconds do as many as you 
can. Rest for 30 or 60 seconds, and then 
repeat. When you start to do fewer reps 
only then you are finished. Try this work- 
out two to three times a week. 

The next component is agility. 

Agility is the ability to be able to 
move quickly and fluidly in any direction. 
In every sport, an athlete needs to have 
the ability to not only have quick reac- 
tions and control of one’s body but to be 
able to do it in the flow of the sport. 

A good measurement of this skill 
is the shuttle run. This is when you set up 
two cones 1 5 feet apart. As your being 
timed, you start at one cone and run to 
the other cone. You run back and forth 
two times. Make sure you finish where 
you start. A good time for this is between 
15 and 20 seconds. 

The shadow drill is a great exer- 
cise for agility. This exercise requires you 
to mimic a friend or a partner. 

Facing your partner about 15 
feet apart you’ll follow his or her lead. 
Your friend will start the exercise by run- 
ning forward and then running back- 
wards. Then your partner will run side to 
side in any order. Do this for 15 seconds. 
After you complete the exercise, rest for 
45 seconds and then start over again. Do 
a total of six sets. 

The final component is strength. 

Strength is having physical 
power and is dependent on ability to acti- 
vate the muscle. It’s the immovable force 
in a specified area. Size does help but is 
not even close to the determining factor 
of this important asset. 

Whether it’s posting up in the 
paint or having the strength to get them 
out of the paint, its strength that gives the 
athlete the ability to overtake their oppo- 
nent physically. Learn to tap the full 
capacity of your muscles to become a 
dominant force in any sport. 

Here are a few workouts that can 
be beneficial to gaining strength. The best 
known and most used are to lift weights. 
This gives an athlete the opportunity to 
gain strength through out their whole 
body. They can make their arms, legs, 
shoulders, chest and back into a powerful 
machine that can become in immoveable 
force. Starting a weight regiment can be 
confusing at first and an athlete should 
take the time to learn from a coach or a 
personal trainer to prevent injury and 
maximum potential. 

According to a recent survey of 
professional strength coaches, a way to 
measure total body strength is the squat- 
one-repetition-max squat. To do this squat 
as much weight as you can for at lest six 
times-but make sure you have a couple 
of spotters. When you squat make sure 
your thighs are parallel to the floor. 

These components will make 
any athlete better no matter what sport 
you play. Make sure to consult a doctor 
before partaking in any rigorous training 
programs. Remember, train hard, positive 
and smart so that results are sure to fol- 
low. Remember most of all to have fun. 
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ESSENTIAL APOTHECARY 



VISIT OUR BOOTH AT THE: 
Miccosukee Tribe Arts Festival 
Dec. 26th, 2005 • Jan. 1st, 2006 



*HERB OF THE MONTH* 
Certified Organic* 
Chamomile 
is revered 
for it’s Calming 
Properties. 


1 - 800 - 551-5009 



ORGANIC TEA HOUSE 

**Stop in for Some Tea and a Healthy Snack Any Time** 

***Organic Cooking Classes*** Mention this Ad for a 

Learn to Make your own Soap, just $5.00 complimentary sample of 
Please Call to make Reservations for any of the Classes California White Sage. 


ESSENTIAL OILS * AROMATHERAPY • HERBS * EDUCATION 
ORGANIC TEA * MASSAGE OIL * SALVES * CLAY * SOAP 
CANDLES ■ PERSONAL CARE PRODUCTS * HOME & OFFICE 
CLEANERS * GIFTS * BOOKS * CONSULTATIONS 
ENVIRONMENTAL MISTING 


Lavender Class 

Learn how to use Lavender for 
Aromatherapy • Lavender as Food 
Home & Personal care products 



SW 8 St. 
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1 2226 SW 8th Street 
Miami, FL 331 84 
Ph: 305.55 1.5009 
Fax: 305.551. 5690 
www.essentialapothecary.com 


Give the Gift of Healthy living 
to the ones you love. 

We offer a huge array of 
All Natural Products. 
‘GIFT BASKETS AVAILABLE* 






OWNED & OPERATED BY VIRGIL B. MOTLOW 
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Tribal Athletes Gear Up for NAIG Summer Games 


By Kenny Bay on 

The Seminole Tribe will partici- 
pate in North American Ingenious Games, 
or NAIG, this summer in Denver, Colo. 
NAIG better known as “The Games” is a 
large scale multi-sport and cultural celebra- 
tion offering competition in 1 6 sports rang- 
ing from the ages of 12 years old all the 
way up to a masters division for the 50 and 
older competitors. 

The Games are being held July 
2-July 9. The 2006 Games are being host- 
ed and managed by the Colorado 


Indigenous Games Society (CIGS). The 
Seminole Tribe is being led by Joel Frank 
Sr. who is the Chef de Mission for Team 
Florida. The Chef de Mission is the pri- 
mary coordinator for each state and or 
providence. By now all applications are in 
as individuals and teams are beginning to 
prepare for the event. 

The following sports will be tak- 
ing place during this event, archery, athlet- 
ics (track & field), badminton, basketball, 
baseball, boxing, canoeing, field lacrosse, 
golf, softball, rifle shooting, swimming, 


Tae Kwon Do, wrestling and volleyball. 

The Games will follow an 
Olympic-style format. It will begin with an 
opening ceremony and conclude with a 
closing ceremony which is to be held at 
Invesco Field in Denver. Throughout the 
city of Denver, there will be sports compe- 
titions going on at identified venues. The 
Games also features a cultural village open 
during scheduled times and is the perfect 
backdrop of sport, culture, music, food and 
entertainment. 

The first NAIG were held in 


Edmonton, Alberta, Canada in 1990. Since 
its inception, there have been a total of five 
games. The most recent games were held 
in Winnipeg and included almost 10,000 
athletes, coaches and staff representing 27 
teams from 15 states and 12 provinces and 
territories. Team Florida garnered four 
medals among them being a bronze by the 
youth baseball team, a bronze by Tyrell 
Osceola in wrestling and gold medal by 
Keith Mitchell Simmons in wrestling. 

The average weather in Denver 
during the games in July is usually hot and 


dry with cooler night. There may be a 
chance of thunderstorms, so be prepared. 

In addition, the Denver medical personnel 
recommends beginning the hydration 
process a few days before you arrive 
because of the heat and high altitude, in 
addition to drinking plenty of fluids during 
the event. Remember, Denver is called 
mile high for a reason as its elevation is 
5,280 feet above sea level. 
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Two Seminoles Start in the Broward 
All Star Football Game 


NAYO Girls Make History 


By Kenny Bayon 

PLANTATION, FL — High 
school seniors David Anderson and Casey 
McCall started against each other in the 
Broward County small school All Star 
game. The game was held at American 
Heritage High School in Plantation, Fla. 

David started for the north team 
at right offensive tackle and Casey started 
for the South at left defensive tackle. 

At one point in the second half, 
David and Casey actually lined up against 
each other which made for a historic site 
as both Tribal citizens smashed each other 
like a couple of battering rams as neither 
gained advantage of the other. The stale- 
mate was a true testament of each athletes 
desire to out do the other. 

David, the six-foot-two, 315 
pound, offensive tackle from American 
Heritage was the starter for the north 
team. This was nothing new for the two 
year starter who helped pave the way for 
his teammates to end the season with a 7- 
2 record and along the way and a number 
two in the state ranking. There offensive 
stats were mind boggling as they led all 
la-3a schools in rushing with 2,319 yards 
and was third in the county in total 
offense with 329.6 yards a game. 

They average 26.5 points a game. 
David received Honorable Mention All- 
County for his stellar year. This was a 
comeback for the massive lineman who 
had his eleventh grade year halted by 
injuries. Davis is so popular at school that 
he was named prom king this past spring. 

“I first heard the news from a 
few of my teammates and I thought I was 
a joke,” he said. “That was until coach 
pulled aside told me it was a reality. I was 
so happy and glad at the fact that all the 
hard work I put into the season didn’t go 
unnoticed.” 

“I want to thank my mother and 
father for showing up for every game and 
always supporting me and I would like to 
thank Hollywood Recreation for always 
having sports around to keep me busy,” he 
concluded. 

Casey, the six-foot, 300 pound, 
senior started both ways at Sheridan Hills, 
playing both offensive and defensive tack- 
le. Even though Casey played very well 


for a team that didn’t get a win, there has 
to be consideration that this was Casey’s 
first year playing organized football and it 
was only the high school’s second year of 
even having football. 

That is very tough knowing that 
Broward County is regarded as one of the 
best regions in the country when it comes 
to scholastic gridiron. Casey’s started on 
the South All Star team which had players 
on there roster that were being recruited 
by Division 1 schools and even had play- 
ers from the 2A state champions 
Hollywood Chaminade High School. 

Casey wanted to thank his moth- 
er for being such a great supporter and 
always being at his games. This young 
man has such a great personality that he 
was named Homecoming King for his 
school, always showed a positive attitude 
no matter how his team did. 

“I wanted a chance to show what 
I could do.” said Casey, who finished with 
three solo tackles. “My senior year my 
team didn’t win a game and it feels great 
to win one.” as he said it with his big 
smile. 

After his South squad defeated 
the North 19-7. After the game, Casey and 
David posed for pictures and joked around 
about the game. They teased each other 
bout their one on one confrontation, each 
thinking they had the upper hand against 
the other. They shook each others hand 
and wish each other well. 

“It’s great to have two Tribal 
members in this game,” David said. “It 
shows that the Tribal, even as small as it 
is produces really good athletes. Next year 
we will have another in this game and 
hopefully many more to come. In a few 
years, I hope to come back here and 
watch my brother Garret play in this 
game.” 

These remarkable young athletes 
represent the Seminole Tribe with dignity 
and respect and look out for these two 
youngsters as their futures are bright. 
Given how popular they are with class 
mates and how loyal they are to team- 
mates, it’s just a matter of time before 
they accomplish other magnificent feats. 


By Kenny Bayon 

HOLLYWOOD — The year 
2006 will be remembered as a first in his- 
tory for the Seminole Tribe girl’s basket- 
ball program as the Lady Seminole’s cap- 
tured the Native American Youth 
Organization, or NAYO, championship 
since the inception of the organization. 

The girls went undefeated though 
out the tournament. The Lady Seminole 
team roster consisted of: Krystle Young, 
Meaghan Osceola, Ariah Osceola, Chelsea 
Mountain, Brianna Harjochee, Whitney 
Osceola, Audrey Osceola, Lorri Osceola, 
Kendra Osceola, Katie Tiger along with 
Coach Tony Heard. 

The tournament was played 
throughout Hollywood, with the champi- 
onships being held at Hollywood Seminole 
Gym. The tournament was played on April 
13-15. 

Versus Stunners 

The first quarter began with 
Krystle Young driving the lane for a lay-up 
that was followed by Brianna Harjochee 
turn around jumper. The Lady Seminoles 
were down 14-6 to end the first quarter. 

The second quarter featured an 
Ariah Osceola’s 13 foot off balanced bank 
shot, Meaghan Osceola’s three pointer, 
Katie Tiger and Krystle Young made a few 
put backs off of offensive rebounds and 
capped by a Lorri Osceola lay up with two 
seconds left to end the half, 24-19. 

The third quarter began with a 
Chelsea Mountain steal and then a foul. 

She made both free throws. It was a sign to 
come as the Lady Seminoles made a furi- 
ous comeback led by their swarming 
defense which caused numerous turnovers 
which led to fast break points. 

Baskets by Brianna, Chelsea and 
two free throws from Meaghan with forty 
seconds left in the third and a scrappy 
rebound by Whitney led to Chelsea lay up 
and take their first lead of the game. A 
steal by Chelsea led to a lay up by Ariah to 
go up 34-30 to end the third. 

A driving lay up by Krystle, a 
lefty hook by Meaghan, a jumper by 
Whitney and free throws by Lorri sealed 
the 45-34 win as the Lady Seminoles 
marched on to the next round. 

Versus Native Hoops 

From the start, the Lady 
Seminoles meant business as the tip was 
won by Krystle, who passed to Meaghan 
for a lay-up three seconds into the game. A 


12 foot jumper and a lay-up by Meaghan 
helped go out to a 7-4 lead but, Native 
Hoops shots began to drop and ended the 
quarter with a 9-7 lead. 

The second quarter saw Meaghan 
hit a 10 foot jumper and Chelsea hit a three 
pointer but it was not enough as Native 
Hoops took a 16-14 lead at the half. 

The third began with Chelsea hit- 
ting a three pointer and Ariah hit two 
jumpers that helped tie the game at 22 with 
one minute left. The forth quarter began 
with an Ariah jump shot but it was the next 
play that sealed the win. Krystle stole the 
ball and drove the length of the court and 
made a spinning lay-up around three 
defenders and was fouled. 

A Katie bank shot extended the 
lead 29-22. After Native Hoops cut the 
deficit to three points it was the free 
throws by Lorri, Katie, and Ariah that 
sealed the 32-26 win and a spot in the 
semifinals. 

Semifinals versus E.B.C.I. 
(Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians) 

This semifinal match up of two 
undefeated teams as the Lady Seminoles 
played E.B.C.I., the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians. Krystle Young started 
the scoring by hitting one of two free 
throws and that was followed by a 19 foot 
jump shot by Ariah Osceola. Brianna 
Harjochee drained a 10 foot baseline 
jumper to help the Lady Seminoles go into 
the second quarter tied at seven. 

The second quarter began with 
Krystle stealing the ball and driving it all 
the way to the basket for a bucket, then 
Chelsea Mountain made a three point bas- 
ket but the Lady Seminoles were down at 
the halftime, 15-13. 

The second half started with a 
steal by Krystle that led to a fast break as 
she passed it to Meaghan who in turn 
passed it to Brianna to tie the game. That’s 
all the momentum the lady Seminoles 
needed as the defense was as furious as it 
has been all tournament long. 

Chelsea gave the Seminoles the 
lead as she drained a three pointer fol- 
lowed by a three pointer from the comer 
by Brianna. Krystle made a jumper from 
the free throw line followed by a lay up by 
Ariah with a pass from Krystle. Meaghan 
Osceola scored six points in a row to help 
the Seminoles go up by 14 points. Katie 
Tiger made two free throws to finish the 
third quarter with a 34- 1 7 lead. 


Ariah hit a lay up high off the 
glass to begin the scoring in the forth. A 
driving lay up by Meaghan extended the 
Seminoles lead to 20 points. A driving lay 
up by Ariah and tough defense by Whitney 
Osceola, Audrey Osceola, Lorri Osceola 
and Kendra Osceola helped the Lady 
Seminoles win by a score of 46-2 1 and put 
them in the final game with a chance to 
make history. 

The Championship Game 

The undefeated Lady Seminoles 
was to play a rematch against E.B.C.I. who 
came all the way back from the loser’s 
bracket to make it to the championship 
game. The first few minutes were scoreless 
as both teams playing tough defense. 
Brianna Harjochee scored the first basket 
of the game as she drained a three pointer. 
Ariah made a five foot floater in the paint 
and Krystle Young made one free throw as 
the Seminoles were down in the first quar- 
ter by score of 8-6. 

Chelsea Mountain made a driving 
lay up followed by another three pointer 
basket from Brianna. Chelsea then posted 
up her opponent and scored in the paint to 
help the Seminoles retake the lead and go 
into the half up 13-10. 

The third period began with 
Meaghan driving to the basket to score on 
a floater. Then there were consecutive 
plays where Krystle passed the ball by 
drawing the defense to her and dishing off 
to Chelsea for baskets. This helped the 
Seminoles push the lead to 8 to end the 
third quarter. 

The fourth quarter was all that 
was standing between these Lady 
Seminoles and history. Ariah made a 1 5 
foot jumper shot to start the Seminole scor- 
ing. E.B.C.I. was not to give up so easily 
as they pulled within 4 points with three 
minutes left. Brianna broke the drought as 
she hit a three pointer from the comer to 
take a 27-22 lead. 

Again the team from North 
Carolina would not give in as they pulled 
within three points with one minute left. 
Ariah made one out of two free throws to 
go up by four points. The signature swarm- 
ing defense by the Lady Seminoles forced 
a missed basket. Brianna made two free 
throws to ice the game and make history 
being the first girls team from the 
Seminole tribe to win the prestigious 
NAYO basketball tournament. 
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Sports Festival Preview 
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South Florida's number one country western 
nightclub and restaurant 



The Round Up is South Florida's 
number one country western 
nightclub and restaurant. 
Wednesday - Sunday 
6 p.m. to 4 a.m., 
four full-liquor bars seven 
gourmet dinners served all night. 


Dance Lessons 

Wednesday - Advanced Line Dance , 7:30 pm-8:3Q pm 
Thursday - Always Two-Step, 8 pm - 9 pm 
Beginners Line Dance Lessons, 7 pm - 8 pm 
Friday - Intermediate Line Dance, 7:30 pm - 8:30 pm 
Saturday - Line Dance Lessons, 7 pm - 8 pm 
Couples Dance Lessons, 8 pm - 9 pm 
Sunday - Beginner Line Dance Lessons - 7 pm - 9 pm 


With good food, great music, a large dance floor, the best entertainment, 
the most outrageous drink specials, and rooms packed full of beautiful 
people , a good time is a sure thing at “The World Famous Round Up M 
The Round Up is located at: 

9020 W. State Road 84 
Davie, Florida 33324. 

(Southwest Corner of 1-595 and Pine Island Road in the Pine Island Plaz 




FIRST BANK 

OF INDIANTOWN 

"Serving our communities since I 960" 

Your Hometown Bank 
Serving the Seminole Tribe for 9 Years 

You get friendly, personal service, and a full 
range of loan and deposit products, 

including: 

Auto Loans - Home Loans 
Personal and Business Checking, 
Savings, and Certificates of Deposit 

AND - You can bank online, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

www.fboi.com 

Loul£o(i vs:ni mL Lo. ci iJJ.o as Jo^ S.ory je . X qm 


Main Office 

15588 S.W. Warfield Blvd. 
P.O. Box 365 

Indian town, Florida 34956 
(772) 597-2181 

Okeechobee Branch 
205 fcasl North Park Si reel 


Patm City Brunch 

2991 S.W. High Meadows Ave. 

P.O. Box 545 

Palm Cily, Florida 34991 

(772) 283-6803 

/ akepnrt Branch 
1 205 E. Slate Road 78, Bldg. A 


Okeechobee, Florida 34972 Lakeport, Florida 33471 




(863) 357-6880 


Equal Housing Lender 


(863) 946-0120 
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* Artist 

Continued from page 1 

Both women are fans of Jimmie 
Osceola’s work. One day he walked into the 
antique store looking for frames for some of his 
drawings. He came back again and again just to 
visit. 

C .J. said Jimmie is her “Seminole 
wind.” She said the day he walked in the door a 
wind blew in the door and it touched her life. 

Osceola answered her questions about the 
Seminole culture and she appreciated his ability 
to tell witty and wise stories and legends. 

Pretty soon northerners and locals would 
come to listen to Osceola talk. He would talk 
about his years as an alligator wrestler, cowboy 
and professional rodeo rider, and his life as a cat- 
tleman, growing up at Brighton and attending 
schools in Okeechobee where he played football. 

“He has the sweetest demure in the 
world. I heard Creek for the first time in my life. 

He has such a loving spirit and before you know 
it an hour would go by,” said Rodriguez. 

Now Osceola has two cowhide rocking 
chairs set up just for him and his brother at the 
antique store. The two men sit in the chairs and 
amuse, entertain and regale the people who want 
to learn about Seminoles. Jimmie has become a 
celebrity. 

“This celebration is a love story for Jimmie 
Osceola from Okeechobee,” said Rodriguez. “My 
mother told me someone will come into your life 
someday that you will never forget. That’s Jimmie. I 
listened to his stories like a child.” 

What does Osceola say about all this sudden 

fame? 

“Its something I have never faced before,” he 
said. “To me I haven’t done much to be given so much 



Susan Etxebarria 


(L-R) Andrew Lloyd Friedman, Joe Dan Osceola, Jimmie 
Osceola and Andy Bowers. 


attention.” 

During the celebration it became apparent 
that Osceola has been and continues to be a goodwill 
ambassador for the Tribe. He has touched people’s 
hearts as he shared his stories and it has had a ripple 
effect. 

Osceola has never really 
promoted himself as an artist. He 
started drawing as a young boy. Most 
of his work he gave away to friends; 
some he sold and some he kept. 

Osceola no longer draws in India ink 
after a stroke. His work is superior 
but it took him this long to really get 
the recognition as an artist that he 
deserves. 

At the celebration it was 
interesting to find out that Osceola 
was the young artist who painted the 
original Brahma bull on the wall of 
the old Okeechobee Gymnasium. 

Fellow classmates of the Class of 
1959 showed up on Saturday includ- 
ing Tribal citizens, Edna McDuffie 
and Geneva Shore. There were 
Seminole vendors including Joyce 
Jumper Piz and her husband, 

Orlando, as well as booths by Shula 
Jones and JoeDan Osceola. 

On the stage were Brighton 
Council Representative Andy 
Bowers, Chairman Mitchell Cypress, 

Board President Moses Osceola as 
well as the Okeechobee City officials. 

Williams said that the mis- 
sion of Okeechobee Main Street, Inc. 
is to recognize and support the val- 
ues, heritage and tradition of the city. 

“Jimmie is someone who is 
willing to share Seminole culture 
with everyone,” she said. “This is a 
special day for Jimmie Osceola whom we have come 
to love” 

President Moses Osceola spoke to the audi- 
ence. 

“This is an honor not just for Jimmy but also 
the entire Seminole family,” he said. 

He talked about Jimmie’s successes as an ath- 



Susan Etxebarria 


Jimmie Osceola at the Dust Collector. 


lete and commented about all the other past and pres- 
ent Okeechobee High School athletes that came from 
Brighton. 

Representative Bowers said now that 
Osceola’s talent has been discovered it would be a 
good time to buy his work while there is a chance to 
do so. 

“I could see he had a lot of talent that could 
go unmatched but he’s a humble person,” Bowers 
said. 

Chairman Cypress said: “You think 
Jimmie is just and ordinary man but he has 
quite a talent. There’s a lot of talent in the 
Tribe but it is hidden.” 

Joe Dan Osceola thanked all those 
who worked so hard to organize the event, 
including Williams who he presented with a 
medallion inscribed with the logo of the 
Seminole Tribe. 

“The Okeechobee City limits are 25 
miles away from the reservation,” he said. “We 
have always been pleased with Okeechobee 
and we got to go to school here. We skipped a 
couple of counties to do that.” 

Rodriguez said on stage: “We call him 
the big oak tree. People come and sit around 
him like they are under a spell.” 

Jimmie Osceola said: “I want to thank 
you for this honor. It the best honor I have 
ever had.” 

Among those who contributed time or 
support to the Jimmie Scott Osceola Day were 
Absolute Art Gallery, the Dust Collector, 

Waste Management, Dwight Hatfield Manufacturing, 
Shelby Dunson, Okeechobee City Council, 
Okeechobee County Commission, Bandit Trucking, 
graphic artist Nick Badger, Okeechobee Main Street’s 
vice-president, Paul Mitchell and members. Since the 


celebration Lydia Williams has reported that lots of 
people have been asking her to create more opportuni- 
ties for the Okeechobee residents and general public to 
learn about the Seminole Tribe and honor the 
Seminole culture. She said plans are already in the 
works for more such festivities and celebrations. 




Susan Etxebarria 

Class of 1959: (L-R, Front Row) Mary (Stevens) Clay, Jimmie Osceola, Geneva Shore, (L-R, Second row) 
Edna McDuffie, Lonnie (Stevens) Clay and Floy Nell Lowe. 
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Charlie ‘Brown’ Takes A Wife Happy Birthday Congratulations 


Osceola, Dodd Wed 


By Iretta Tiger 

HOLLYWOOD — On May 20, in a beauti- 
ful, elegant ceremony Charlie “Brown” Tiger III mar- 
ried Rachel Ann Dodd. The wedding took place at the 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino. The Hard Rock 
staff did an excellent job in turning one of its ball- 
rooms into an intimate oasis for the ceremony. 

Included in wedding party were Brown’s sis- 
ters, nephews and nieces, Dodd’s three children and 
the couple’s two dogs Bam Bam and Bambi. In a 
wonderfully unique twist the dogs were an engage- 
ment present from Brown to Dodd in lieu of the stan- 
dard engagement ring. 

The colors of the wedding were black and 
white. Dodd looked stunning as she walked down the 
aisle in a sleeveless ivory gown with black lace trim. 

True to their unique spirits the couple’s beau- 
tiful ceremony was independent of religion. 

Following the ceremony guests were treated 
to a cocktails and hors d’ oeuvres while the wedding 
party posed for photographs. From cocktails guests 
moved into the main ballroom for the reception. 

The couple was thoughtful of all their guests. 
They set up a candy table for the younger guests but 
everyone enjoyed the treats. 

Dodd was a very hands on bride and oversaw 
all the wedding details. She even created the center- 
pieces for the reception. 

To everyone’s delight dinner was a lavish 
Italian buffet. The wedding cake was a gorgeous 
black fondant with white scrollwork creation. It was 
as delicious as it was beautiful. The groom’s cake was 
actually two tiers of Twinkies® and Hostess® cup- 
cakes-don’t ask. 

There was a third cake which was a birthday 
cake for Dodd’s son Dakota. May 20th was also 
Dakota’s birthday. The couple thanked Dakota for 
sharing his special day. 

Everyone had a fun time as they danced the 



Iretta Tiger 

The bride and groom share a dance. 


night away. In fact almost everyone stayed on the 
dance floor the whole evening. 

Congratulations Brown and Rachel! Best 
wishes for a long, happy and prosperous marriage. 
Blessed Be. 

Happy birthday baby bear! We love you. 



It was a 
special night for 
three Brighton 
youth who attend- 
ed their Yearling 
Middle School Jr. 
Prom on May 20. 

They 

rode to the dance 
in style in a black 
limousine, which 
was a special gift 
from the family. 

Pictured 
(L-R) Benny 
Perez, escort 
Ariana Cypress, 
and her cousins 
Ryan Osceola and 
Hayden Roberts. 


In Memoriam 


In loving memory of a wonderful husband, 
father, grandfather, great grandfather, brother, uncle 
and friend, John Billie Sr. 

You are and you will always be the greatest 
person that anyone will ever know. You were a very 
loving, caring, and hard working devoted person. 
Though seldom said we all knew you loved us and 
we loved you. We always showed each other how 
much we loved and cared about each other by being 
there for one another. The most important thing you 
and mom always taught us is that no matter what 
life puts in our path we have each other to get us 
through. We were very fortunate to have you in our 
lives. 

You will be remembered for many things 
you have said and done. You were always willing to 
lend a helping hand to your family, friends, and your 
community, never once asking for anything in 
return. You were always on the go working but yet 
you always made time to spend with us. 

You were always in good spirits, you could 
make us laugh even during bad situations. You 
turned negative attitude to positive and made us see 
things differently. We have a lot of good memories 
together, something no one can ever take away from 
us. You will always be in our hearts and minds. We 
love you and miss you very much. 

Love always, 

Your wife, children, grandchildren, and 
great grandchildren 



We, the family of John Billie Sr., would 
like to take this opportunity to say thank you to all 
whose kind and comforting words that helped us 
during our loss. 

Thank you to all the doctors and nurses at 
Memorial Regional that took care of him, Big 
Cypress medical staff, especially Cindy who was 
always there for us, the caregivers, Monica from 
Hope Hospice and Tribal officials. Also to all the 
ladies that prepared the food. 


To our family and friends thank you for 
your support and prayer. Also a special thanks to 
Aunt Jenny and Jaunita for helping and guiding us 
through with all the things we needed to do. 

Thank you again to everyone, you are greatly 
appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Louise Billie & Family 


Poems 


Your something I want, 

My eyes open wide as you kill 
me inside 

Like dark rain clouds you’re 
just as wet 

Sun is hot and burns my skin 
Could you be the secret sin? 

As you steam in my hands 
My motivation will lust over 
you 

Like you cousin marijuana 
You were bom from the earth 
You are an outcast 
Not to be loved by some 
Inside of me you warm me any 
and everything 
Anger turns my words sour 
though you lift me up the heav- 
enly beat 

Of my heart and mshing rage 
of my blood calms as you 
whisper into my soul. 

— Phillip IRA Jimmie 


As I sit here I can only imagine 
I have a lot of apologies for a lot of you 
It is hot 

My spirit feel like it just had its bath, 

Rec officers blow their whistles letting us know yard is closed 
My routine is done for the today 

When I do actually sit my behind down I feel how a good day really 
feels 

I never knew the wind spoke to me 

How much of a blessing it is to breathe on my own 

To walk on my own two feet 

A heavenly spirit allowing me to do all that 

A heavenly spirit letting me live 

My heart and my spirit is flooded with so much pain 

My body covered with dust of the earth 

I want to cry but my spirit does it for me 

So I tell myself in our language that I am alright 

I sing to myself in our language 

I don’t want that part of my spirit to die 

I thank you little Grandma Annie Jimmie 

I thank big Grandma Peggy Jimmie 

Thank you heavenly spirit for saving my life 

— Phillip IRA Jimmie 


Wishing 
my ladies, Steph 
& Brie, a happy 
birthday on your 
special day. 

I love 

you, 

Tawan 

Happy 
4th birthday to 

our munchkin! 

We are proud of 
you. Hope your 
day is filled with 
fun and all of 
your wishes come 
true. 

We love 

you, 

Mommie 

& Papi 




Congratulations to the four and five year 
old grads from the Hollywood Seminole Preschool. 

Have fun in the many school years to come. 



Congratulations 
graduate! Jada Sky 
Holdiness, 5, we are so 
proud of you, we have 
seen you grow through 
the years and we love 
you so much. You have 
made us so proud. You 
are the best baby! 

Love, 

Mommy (Ada 
Campos), Lilo, Broder, 
Nana, Ariel and 
Mantha 




Happy birth- 
day to Monsunta 
(Samuel Christopher 
Hunter II). I love 
you and I am very 
proud of you. You 
will accomplish a lot 
in life. You stay 
strong and lean on 
God always. 

Love your 

mommy, 

Aranita 

Tiger 


Happy first birthday Layla Kealynn 
Petrillo. Baby girl you are getting so big. 

Love, 

Mommy, Daddy, big sissy Makayla, and 
the rest of the Petrillo family and Nana and Papa 



Congratulations on your engagement and 
marriage Rachel and Brown Tiger. I wish you the 
best of luck and many happy years. 


Love, 

Jason Dodd 



Happy birthday to our wonderful secretary 
Sherry Maraj (center) from the Communications 
department. We love you, even though you’re never at 
your desk! 


New Kid 



Momma is 
very proud of you, 
Jovan Jenkins II. 

You are going to big 
boy school. You will 
be in Harvard soon. 
Love your 

mommy, 

Danielle 

Sharp 


Grandma’s 
Harvard baby is 
now going to big 
boy school. I am 
proud of you, 
Jovan. 

Love you, 

Grandma 
(Aranita Tiger) 


May I 

have your atten- 
tion please? I 
would like to 
introduce Wesley 
Clinton, bom on 
Saturday May 27 
at 8:26 a.m., 
weighing in at 9 
pounds., 10 ounces 
and measuring 20 
inches. 

I am his 

big sister Jewel Alice, our mom is Valerie M. Frank 
and Pop Pop is Collin Shaw, Grandmas & 

Grandpas are: Virginia Mitchell, Marilyn Shaw, 
Eddie Mitchell, Michael Frank and Henry Shaw; 
Uncles: Vinson Osceola, Jesse Mitchell; Brothers: 
Dominic & Christopher; Cousins: Victor & Shell! 
Osceola, Myra & kids, Frank families, Mitchell 
family and Barnards. 



Congratu 
lations are in 
order for Casey 
Dean McCall, 
who just graduat- 
ed from high 
school at 
Sheridan Hills 
Christian School 
in Hollywood, 

Fla. 

The cer- 
emony took place 
on May 26 in the 
school’s Worship 
Center. 

Love 

always, 

Mom 

(Wanda Bowers) 



2006-2007 Seminole Princess Pageant Announcement 


Christine McCall, the reining Miss Florida 
Seminole and Jennifer Chalfant, Jr. Miss Florida 
Seminole are patiently waiting to crown the next 
2006-2007 Miss Florida Seminole and Jr. Miss 
Florida Seminole. 

This year’s 

Seminole Princess Pageant 
will be held after a commu- 
nity dinner at 5 p.m. at the 
Hollywood Administrative 
Building in the auditorium. 

The crowning will take place 
on Saturday night, July 29 at 
7 p.m. Please make plans to 
attend. 

All young Seminole 
ladies between the ages of 1 8 
and 25 are encouraged to 
compete for the title of Miss 
Florida Seminole and Jr. 

Miss Florida Seminole Princess between the ages of 
12 to 17 years old. 

Applications are available now. You may 
pick them up from: Wanda Bowers, Hollywood 
Tribal Office, Salina Dorgan, Brighton Youth Center 
and/or Alice Billie, Big Cypress Family Investment 
Building 

The qualifications to run for the title of Miss 


Florida Seminole and/or Jr. Miss. Florida Seminole 
are: 1. Turn in an essay of at least 100 words on “If 
you could change or add a program in the Tribe what 
would it be and how would you go about doing it?” 

2. You must have a 2.0 GPA 

3. A completed Miss Florida 
Seminole Princess application 

4. Three 1/2 X two 1/2 to 
three 1/2 X five inch picture 
of the applicant 5. Traditional 
Seminole talent 6. Drug test 

Attire: 

Short Seminole skirt to wear 
at banquet dinner for 
Thursday night, July 27. 

Dress up or semi-formal wear 
at Banquet Dinner on Friday 
night, July 28 

Office attire for the per- 
sonal interviews to be held on 
Saturday morning, July 29 

At least one long Seminole skirt with either 
a short or long cape. 

If you have additional Seminole clothing to 
change into during the pageant night you may, if time 
allows 

You may call Wanda Bowers (954) 966- 
6300, Ext. 1468 with any questions you may have. 
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Many people attended the Okeechobee dedication, including Tribal officials, government dignitaries and many more, 




Marlin Billie 

Brighton Council Represntative Andrew Bowers speaks to the audience. 


yr 


* 


(L-R) President Moses Osceola chats with Tribal Historic Preservation 
Officer Willard Steele. 


* Okeechobee 

Continued from page 1 

say enough, and I am so grateful, for the leadership of the 
Seminole Tribe in this effort.” 

In the audience were many true believers in the 
creation of the park. State officials, Okeechobee city and 
county officials, Tribal officials, economic developers, 
archaeologists, educators and historians came to celebrate 
this great victory. 

From Betty Williamson, longtime president of 
the Okeechobee Historical Society to 9-year-old Skyler 
Burke of Brighton-all who shared this thrilling moment 
could feel something important was taking place. 

“There aren’t too many times in our lifetime we 
have the opportunity to participate in something that will 
live on forever,” Watford said. 

The leading elder of the historical society sees 
the opportunity to preserve the past; the young Seminole 
girl will have a sacred place for her and all the Seminole 
youth to point to with pride. 

All seemed to share a feeling a miracle had taken 
place. According to Willard Steele, the Tribe’s historic 
preservation officer, the public effort to locate and pre- 
serve the site of the Battle of Okeechobee started as far 
back as the 1930s and one of the notable people to bring 
public attention to the site was Billy Bowlegs of 
Brighton. 

“What a great day it is today in Okeechobee,” 
said Representative Richard Machek, whom Henderson 
thanked for the role he played in the preservation. “This 
started in 1837 and comes to closure today.” 

He added: “This 145 acre purchase here is just 
the beginning.” 

Henderson credited Representative Machek for 
convincing the state to approve the purchase of the land 
from the Rowland Foundation. For years many worried 
that the historic land would be sold for development and 
lost forever. 

“Rep. Machek never wavered in his support,” 
she told the audience. ”We truly thank him for his com- 
mitment.” 

Henderson invited others to speak. 

Okeechobee Mayor James Kirk, said: “I hope we 
will create something that will forever honor the 
Seminole Tribe and what happened here.” 

Chairman of the Seminole Tribe of Florida 
Mitchell Cypress told the audience: “This will be an edu- 
cational place for our children. They will come here and 
they will learn how we got here and how the Seminoles 
became one and how we became citizens of the United 
States. Thank you for the wonderful job you have all done 
to make this happen.” 

President of the Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc. 
Moses Osceola spoke in a solemn tone. 

“There’s a rich history here. All of Florida was 
once our home. We called it our homeland,” he said. 
“Then he brought a round of laughter and applause when 
he jokingly said “Now we are one and I am glad we are. 


Instead of fighting with guns we make our deals under the 
table.” 

Brighton Council Representative Andy Bowers 
said he remembered as a kid reading the monument on 
Highway 78 that memorializes the battle of Okeechobee 
and wishing he could explore the property. He said he 
was afraid he would get caught trespassing and arrested. 
Now the site will be accessible. 

Bowers said he wanted to thank Okeechobee 
County, the Okeechobee City Council and the members of 
the Brighton community for all they have done to pre- 
serve the land. 

“It was a true community effort” he said. “He 
said many of the former council representatives had lent 
their support to this project.” 

Brighton residents were recognized by Shawn 
Henderson for their special work creating several reenact- 
ments to draw attention to the need for preserving the site. 
They are members of the organization, Friends of the 
Okeechobee Battlefield, including Kevin and Sandra 
Osceola and Lorene Gopher. 

Willard Steele told the audience that the park 
will be an economic and historic benefit to the county. He 
outlined the work done over the years to bring attention to 
the site and spoke of the findings that got the ball rolling 
21 years ago by archeologist Bob Carr of the 
Archaeological and Historical Conservancy. 

Because of Carr’s work the site was registered as 
one of America’s most endangered historical lands, a crit- 
ical factor that led to the State’s purchase. Steele brought 
large representations of historic maps and a letter written 
by Zachary Taylor himself that described the conditions 
of the battlefield that he had used to find the exact loca- 
tion. 

Special thanks were also given to Gary Ritter of 
the South Florida Water Management District, the artist 
Guy LaBree, Mark Glisson of the U.S. Department of 
Environmental Protection, and Jack Williamson. 

In closing, Henderson 
said: “I would like to offer 
special thanks to Rep. 
Machek for calling this 
commemoration press 
conference, Chairman 
Mitchell Cypress 
and President 
Moses Osceola for 
the great lunch we 
are going to partake 
in and also for the 
tents and tables, 
Sheriff Paul May for 
assisting us with park- 
ing, [the South Florida 
Water Management 
District] for providing the 
drinks, Florida Department of 
Corrections for the mowing and trimming, Councilman 
Watford and Gary Ritter for their assistance in coordinat- 
ing this event.” 



(L-R) Chairman Mitchell Cypress, Moses “Bigg Shot” Jumper and guests. 


Marlin Billie 



Susan Etxebarria 


(L-R) “Bigg Shot” Jumper, Willie Johns, Okeechobee City Council Member Lydia Williams, Stanlo Johns and 
President Moses Osceola at the Okeechobee Battlefield Press Conference. 
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Seminole preschoolers take advantage of the fun day rides. 



Lila Osceola 

Arissa Cypress and Any ah Cypress enjoy the day. 



Lila Osceola 

Steve Young, archery coach, demonstrates good archery techniqes to Luke Baxley. 






Lila Osceola 


Lila Osceola 

Hybiskus entertains the crowd. 


By Lila Osceola 

HOLLYWOOD — Climb a 
rock wall... enjoy the day with 
family... attend a free concert by 
Hybiskus... take a stroll through the 
booths... watch the kids kick the soccer 
ball. . .participate in the foot ball 
throw. . .slide down the super slide. . .so 
much too do at the family fun day. 

On May 18 the Osceola Field 
was covered with bounce houses, big 
slides, carnival rides, interactive booths, 
tents and kids, kids and more kids. This 
was the celebration of the kids’ favorite 
time of the year and the parent’s not so 
favorite time of the year-the end of 
another school year. 

The Boys & Girls Club, SPD, 
Education, Family Services, Language 
& Culture, PAC, 
Preschool, Recreation 
and Health departments, 
Hollywood Board 
Representative Gloria 
Wilson and Hollywood 
Council Representative 


Max B. Osceola Jr., sponsored the 
event for the community. 

Interactive booths were set up 
for the youth to check out resources the 
Tribe has for them along with other 
booths for enjoyment and learning. All 
the sponsors provided an activity for 
the kids to participate in, as well as 
information hand outs to take home. 

The day was set up for the 
Seminole Youth to learn while having 
fun and the Tribal community to come 
and fellowship. The Seminole youth 
band Hibiscus played, as spectators sat 
and enjoyed the music. Later in the 
evening dinner was provided. 

Fun days do actually encom- 
pass such a large number of different 
events. Children thrive in loving fami- 
lies where they are taught, nurtured, 
and comforted. By spending time with 
our youth and stressing the importance 
of making the right choices, parents, 
guardians and other family members 
help them develop into confident, suc- 
cessful individuals. 


Lila Osceola 

Jesse Mitchell shows off his football throw. 


Lila Osceola 


Lila Osceola 

Maurice Tyler III has fun on the spinning ride. 


Lila Osceola 

Climbing the rock wall is no easy task. 


Hollywood Reservation Family Fun Day 


The youngsters had a blast on this bungee ride. 


Kids participate in the soccer relays. 
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Casino •: Esh-te-may-bee Cheke Setenpokvcuko 

Hard Rock Celebrates Milestone Second Anniversary 


Hard Rock by the Numbers 


By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD — People inside 
the casino lined-up to get a free piece of 
cake to celebrate the second anniversary of 
the grand opening of the beautiful 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino on 
May 11. 

Along with the cake was a chance 
to win part of a cash giveaway for those 
lucky few who were in the right place at 
the right time. The cake was pretty big 
almost four feet long in the shape of a 
hand peace sign. 

On the chocolate cake was the 
Seminole Hard Rock emblem with the 
words “2nd Anniversary” lettered in deli- 
cate white icing. They say the cake 
weighed in at around 800 pounds and the 


ingredients used was 365 pounds of sugar, 
200 pounds of butter, 1 00 pounds of flour, 
20 pounds of icing, 1 5 pounds of chocolate 
garnish and 500 whole eggs. 

Seminole Hard Rock President 
Michael Bloom made a brief speech to 
those gathered around the Aerosmith out- 
fits display area to celebrate this milestone 
event. 

Bloom said: “I want to thank 
everyone for their hard work, and especial- 
ly want to thank each and everyone of you 
the customers not for coming out today, 
but for coming out here for the last two 
years and enjoying our great product that 
we have here in Hollywood. We’re a 4- 
Diamond, 500 room hotel, with over 2,000 
slot machines, 48 poker tables, and some 


award winning restaurants, the fabulous 
Seminole Paradise with all their shops out- 
side and restaurants, nightclubs. It’s really 
about two main groups of people, number 
one our customers, and number two our 
employees.” 

Three beautiful young ladies from 
the Hard Rock Cafe waiting staff lead the 
crowd with a magnificent rendition of 
“Happy Birthday.” Everyone mostly 
watched the young singers perform this 
popular universal song with big hungry 
eyes on the scrumptious cake about to be 
sliced up. Everyone on the long line 
walked up to the front and got a piece of 
the special anniversary cake. 


70,344,000 

sheets of toilet paper have been used 

351,540 
bottles or 
5,624,640 

ounces of water have been consumed 
or sold 

1,172,400 

bottles of 12 ounce beer or 

14,068,800 

total ounces sold 

9,610,560 

sheets of paper towels have been used 


364,650 

strips of bacon consumed 

1.152.000 

sugar packets used 

1,141,784 

ounces of milk consumed 

217,620 

ounces of in-hotel room shampoo 
used 

520.000 
trash bags used 

In 2006, 84,058 concert goers have 
seen a show in the Hard Rock Live 


Luis Fonsi and La 5 a Estacion 


Submitted by Alina Viera, Bitner 
Goodman PR 

HOLLYWOOD — Latin artist 
Luis Fonsi is joined by Spanish Group 
La 5 a Estacion for a performance in 
Hard Rock Live at the Seminole Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino on June 21 at 8 
p.m. 

Luis 

Fonsi debuted 
on Universal 
Latino in 1998 
with 

Comenzare, 
which did well, 
peaking at num- 
ber 27 on 
Billboard’s Top 
Latin Albums 
chart and 
spawning four 
hit singles: “Si 
Tu Quisieras,” 

“Perdoname,” 

“Dime Como,” 
and “Me Ire.” 

His 

follow-up 
album, 

“Etemo,” 
released in 
2000, did even 
better, peaking at number six on the Top 
Latin Albums chart and spawning 
another four hit singles, among them the 
chart-topping “Imaginame sin Ti.” 
“Amor Secreto” topped the Latin album 
chart in 2002 and “Abrazar la Vida” 
came close in 2003, both of them car- 
ried by numerous hits. 

His sixth album, “Paso a 
Paso,” was still a Latin pop excursion 
through and through, but in general, it 
featured guitars in the forefront rather 
than sweeping strings. It also explored 
different kinds of rhythms and arrange- 
ments, resulting in Fonsi ’s most distinct 
and creative album to date. 


La 5 a Estacion formed in 2001, 
with band members, Natalia Jimenez, 
voice and harmonic, Pablo Dominguez, 
bass and guitar, and Angel Reyero, gui- 
tar, Gel Reyero, guitar, looked for a 
type of music that would reach every- 
one around world, and at the same time 
they wanted 
something dif- 
ferent from 
what was 
known as 
Spanish music. 
The 

group’s latest 
album, “Flores 
de Alquiler” 
was recorded 
entirely in 
Mexico and 
conceptually is 
also a homage 
to the country, 
because it con- 
tains portions 
of Mexican 
rhythms, 
moreover, the 
song “Mi 
Ciudad” is 
clearly an 
example of the 
fidelity and respect they have towards 
Mexico. 

Tickets go on sale May 1 7 at 
noon and cost $35, $50 and $65. All 
seats are reserved and available at the 
Hard Rock Live Box Office, open daily 
from noon until 7 p.m. Tickets pur- 
chased in-person at the box office will 
not incur a service charge. 

Tickets also are available at all 
Ticketmaster outlets online at 
www.ticketmaster.com or charge by 
phone: Miami-Dade (305) 358-5885, 
Broward (954) 523-3309, and Palm 
Beach (561) 966-3309. Doors open one 
hour prior to show start time. 



Bobby Vinton Brings Blue Velvet to 
the Hard Rock Live Audience 


By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD — Bobby 
Vinton was joined by an orchestra, and 
family members to sing all his most 
beloved hits and 
many more favorites 
at the Hard Rock 
Live on May 24. It 
was a Vegas type 
affair that show- 
cased one of music’s 
most beloved artists. 

Bobby Vinton sang 
his big hits from his 
old days, “Blue 
Velvet,” “Roses are 
Red” and “Mr. 

Lonely,” just to 
name a few of the 
oldies-but-goodies. 

According 
to his website at 
http://www.bobbyv- 
inton.com, “This 
multi-talented 
musician, singer 

and actor, Bobby Vinton has sold more 
than 75 million albums during his four 
decade career. Billboard Magazine called 
Bobby, the all-time most successful love 
singer of the ‘rock era.’ In the 1980’s, 
after performing to packed houses in 


Branson, Missouri, Bobby built the 
‘Bobby Vinton Blue Velvet Theatre’, a 
1,600 seat European- style theatre, com- 
plete with ceiling murals, Italian tile and 
of course, blue vel- 
vet accents. He kept 
the theater for ten 
years before going 
back to touring the 
country.” 

During the 
past several years, 
Bobby has been 
honored by over one 
hundred national 
organizations and 
more than a dozen 
mayors across the 
U.S. for his unique 
contributions to the 
ethnic communities. 
He was invited to 
Poland as a guest of 
the government. 

As a trib- 
ute to his talents 
and community services, the Hollywood 
Chamber of Commerce bestowed the 
ultimate honor upon Vinton-a bronze 
star on the world famous Hollywood 
Walk of Fame on Hollywood Boulevard 
in Los Angeles, Calif. 



Felix DoBosz 


Bobby Vinton 


Mexican Songstress Ana Gabriel 



By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD — Fans were 
thrilled to get an up close look at the 
beautiful Mexican singer, composer, and 
actress Ana Gabriel On May 17 at the 
Hard Rock Live. 

Although she was 
not wearing any 
shoes because her 
left foot was injured 
and taped up with 
an ace bandage she 
sang like an exqui- 
site nightingale. 

Gabriel was born to 
a Mexican father of 
Spanish ancestry 
and a Mexican 
mother of Spanish 
and Chinese ances- 
try. Her real name 
was Maria 


Guadalupe Araujo Yong bom in Mexico 
in 1962. 

Gabriel’s melodramatic persona 
was evident as she cast her spell on the 
mostly adoring Latino audience. She 
sings the bolero’s 
filled with the pas- 
sions of love or 
lack of it in a very 
profound and poet- 
ic manner that con- 
nects emotionally 
with her devoted 
audience. Gabriel 
created an enchant- 
ing night that took 
you back to an era 
full of romanticism 
and mystic Latino 
style and the Hard 
Rock Live. 


Felix DoBosz 

Ana Gabriel 


Haggard, Dylan Tour Amazes Hard Rock Audience 


By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD — On May 11, 
the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino 
was proud to host the Merle Haggard & 
Bob Dylan show at the Hard Rock Live. 
Many prominent Seminole citizens came 
out to enjoy this nostalgic show with two 
legendary recording stars and song writ- 
ers. 

Merle “The Hag” Haggard was 
first, and looked more like one of the 
Blues Brothers than a country singer with 
his black fedora and dark round glasses. 
Emblazoned on his guitar strap across his 
shoulder was spelled out in black letters, 
M-E-R-L-E. 

Although Merle Haggard wasted 
a great deal of his younger years in deten- 
tion he was able to finally turn his life 
around for good, being inspired by the late 
great Johnny Cash. Cash performed for 
the inmates at San Quentin State Prison 
and wrote the famous Folsom Prison song 
in the late 1950s. 

Haggard a few years later went 
up to Cash and said he was at the show 
when Cash performed at San Quentin. 

Cash replied I don’t recall you playing at 
all during that show. Merle told him 
that’s right; he didn’t perform because he 
was an inmate doing 1 5 years on a convict- 
ed burglary rap when he saw Cash sing to 
all the inmates. Haggard was in the audi- 
ence and the said the show was a big hit 
and his inspiration. 

Merle Haggard’s country songs 
have mn through many twists from electric 
and jazzy to bluesy always an innovator 
with all his troubled life experiences 
wrapped up into some of the best written 
country songs ever. 

He played such hits as “Workin 
Man Blues,” “That’s the Way Love Goes,” 


“As Time Goes By” and the ever popular, 
“Okie From Muskogee.” His eight piece 
band, The Strangers, backed him up and 
played a tight set that was musically satis- 



Felix DoBosz 

Merle “The Hag” Haggard 


fying. His deep resonant voice was still 
smooth even after all these years, yet the 
strong comparison between Haggard and 
Willy Nelson’s smooth pipes was really 
unmistakable. 

After Merle finished his set, it 
was time for the headliner. He was born 
Robert Allen Zimmerman, This legendary 
creative genius, and prolific artist, song- 
writer, actor and poet, came to later be 
known as Bob Dylan. He and his musi- 
cians, The Never Ending Tour Band, came 
out from the shadows to wild enthusiasm. 

The stage set was simple yet ele- 


gant with a draped curtain and no spot- 
lights or cameras allowed; just the basics 
for the greatest song writer ever in modern 
American show biz history. 

Dylan was dressed in a dark anti- 
quated military uniform with shiny but- 
tons and a black gaucho hat. He played 
mostly keyboards and some harmonica 
masterfully during the 90-minute set 
which included one encore for the almost 
sold out show filled with middle aged 
fans. 

Dylan’s music remains basically 
the same, maybe a little more upbeat but 
for one essential. However, the tunes had 
changed due to Dylan’s reinventive style 
of phrasing and delivery; as a vocalist he 
was eccentric. When he played the classic 
song “Positively 4th Street” it sounded 
fresh yet almost unrecognizeable. 

His voice was gravelly and rough 
at times and sounded different from his 
younger smoother recordings. Dylan’s 
words still continually burned in like a 
searing brand iron into a steer, now less of 
a singer to the same famous songs he had 
penned for the past 40 years. Dylan and 
his band also played some newer rocking 
tunes from the best selling “Love & 
Theft” album, including “Tweedle Dee & 
Tweedle Dum.” 

For most fans the expected encore 
from this living culture icon was worth 
waiting for, even though it was challenging 
to figure out and recognize some of the 
songs Dylan made famous from the baby 
boomer generations living soundtrack. 

He finally delivered with a couple 
of hip classics “Like a Rolling Stone” and 
“All along the Watchtower,” with his dis- 
tinctive quick delivery to the great delight 
of concert fans sending him warm appreci- 
ation and respect for all it’s worth. 


Club Idol Celebrates Free American Idol Watch Party 

Wyclef Jean Performs for Haitian Relief Charity with Friends 


By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD — On May 23 at 
the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino’s, 
Hard Rock Live venue turned into Club 
Idol and was hosted by local Fox affiliate 
WSVN-TV as an American Idol watch 
party. 

American Idol 
is the number one TV 
show in the country, 
featuring a weekly 
show of young singers 
that are judged by a 
panel of three experts 
in show business while 
viewers are encour- 
aged to call in and sup- 
port their favorites. It’s 
a huge popularity con- 
test where each week 
another American Idol 
wannabe is sent home 
packing. 

Award-win- 
ning journalist Louis 
Aguirre, local enter- 
tainment reporter for 
WSVN Channel Seven 
was the emcee at this 
free concert where 
more than 3,000 fans 
grabbed tickets and 
packed themselves in 
with lots of energy for 
this dazzling show. At 
precisely 8 p.m. two huge screens dis- 
played the live national feed of the ever 
popular American Idol season five broad- 
cast from the FOX-TV network. 

Ultimately, it was time for viva- 
cious host Ryan Seacrest to introduce the 
last two surviving contestants; the beautiful 
and talented golden voiced Katherine 
McPhee versus the dynamic silver haired 
singer-dancer and Alabama’s favorite son, 
Taylor Hicks. 

The two performed three songs 
each and were judged as usual by Randy 
Jackson, Paula Abdul and the notorious 
English critic, Simon Cowell. The final 
show was the last chance for TV viewers 
to select their favorite performer by calling 
the special number for the coveted title of 
American Idol. 

The show was also a vehicle for 
pop recording star, producer and Grammy 
Award-winning Haitian born hip-hop musi- 
cian Wyclef Jean to raise funds for his 
charity “Yele Haiti.” He raffled off one of 
his favorite guitars to raise some funds and 
awareness for the Yele Haiti Foundation. A 
lucky lady’s ticket number was called and 
she went up onto the stage to claim her 
prize and hug Jean. 

Wyclef Jean’s website 
www.yele.org, says, “The objective of Yele 
Haiti is to restore pride and a reason to 


was onstage next playing electronic fiddles 
and synthesizer. These talented classically 
trained three-time Apollo winners are 
musicians whose rhythm leaves listeners 
completely mesmerized with some hip-hop 
rap antics only served up as a side dish. 

Finally, the ex-star from the popu- 
lar group The Fugees, Wyclef Jean hit the 
stage like a tornado full of spirit and 
excitement. Like a master showman he 
commanded the stage and the audience’s 
full attention. At one point he was so hot 
he emptied a bottle of water over his head 
as he ran around the stage and really got 
the crowd moving and screaming and 
cheering their approval. 

Jean started playing the great Bob 
Marley classic “No Woman No Cry.” He 
changed some of the words from the tune 
to “Mr. President bring the troops home, 
we don’t want war no more, we don’t want 
war no more, bring your hands together.” 

He also shouted to the audience, 
and proceeded into a heavy quick rap from 
one language to another including French, 
Creole, and Spanish. This ended in a big 
shout out of “can I get an ‘Oh Yeah?’ ” The 
crowd yelled back “Oh Yeah!” 

Fans ate it up and showed their 
great appreciation when Jean told them to 
kill the house lights and everyone was so 
encouraged by Jean to wave their lit up 
cell phones above 
their heads, in the air 
without a care. It was 
a beautiful sight to 
behold, thousands of 
blue light cell phones 
waving in unison 
dancing magically in 
the air, far different 
then the orange flame 
butane lighters of 
yesteryear concerts. 

He sang 
another classic 
Marley song, 
“Redemption Song,” 
but it was another 
piece of sampling, as 
he plowed into his 
rap about all the 
political turmoil in 
the world and 
throughout history. 

“These are 

the things that I think 
about,” he shouted 
out to the fans wild 
cheers and applause. 

He per- 
formed a few more 
numbers, then it was all over, let’s do it 
again next year seemed to be on every- 
one’s lips as they slowly left the Hard 
Rock Live to the beautiful starry night. 


hope, and for the whole country to regain 
the deep spirit and strength that is part of 
our heritage. Yele Haiti is a non-political 
organization intended to empower the peo- 
ple of Haiti and the Haitian diaspora to 
rebuild their nation. More than just another 
NGO (Non- 
Governmental 
Organization), Yele 
is a movement-one 
that combines the 
power of music 
with the tools of 
development in the 
areas of education, 
health, environment 
and humanitarian 
assistance and 
seeks to chart a 
new course for 
Haiti’s future.” 

Jean also 
wrote on the web- 
site, “Haiti is my 
native country, one 
I know as the first 
Black nation to 
gain independence 
in 1804. Most other 
people seem to 
know Haiti only by 
the statistics about 


how bad things are 
there. The majority 
of its 8 million resi- 
dents live on less 
than $ 1 per day. 

Unemployment is 
close to 80 percent. 

Average life 
expectancy is less 
than 50 years. Haiti 
is the poorest nation 
in the Western 
Hemisphere. They 
showed the audience 
a brief video clip of 
the Haitian people’s 
troubled lives and 
hopes for a better 
future with the help 
of this Yele benefi- 
cial foundation.” 

Comedians 
Pauly Shore and 
Tommy Davidson 
were also judges 
and each performed 
brilliantly some of 
their funniest routines for the amused fans. 
Davidson had everyone in the entire house 
rolling in the aisles with him when he did 
his knee slapping routines and impressions. 

Then duo band “Black Violin” 



is 

Felix DoBosz 

Comedian Tommy Davidson 
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News From Indian Country 


Nominees Announced for Eighth Annual NAMMY Awards 


NAMMYs to be held at Hollywood Hard Rock 


Submitted by the NAMMYs 

NEW YORK, NY — The Eighth Annual 
Native American Music Awards, or NAMMYs,, is 
proud to announce the nominees for this year’s 
Awards program. More than 125 nominees with ori- 
gins as far as Alaska (Medicine Dream), Hawaii 
(Keola Beamer), and New Zealand (Arjdijah), are 
featured in 25 awards categories. 

Topping this year’s nominations are; Keith 
Secola (Anishinabe) for his recording “Native 
Americana” featuring drummer John Densmore, Rita 
Coolidge (Cherokee) for “And So Is Love,” Jim 
Boyd (Colville) for “Them Old Guitars”, and Brule’s 
“The Collection” with four nominations each. 
Douglas Blue Feather (Cherokee), Gary Small 
(Northern Cheyenne), Gil Silverbird (Apache), Jana 
(Lumbee), Pura Fe’ (Tuscarora), and Wade 
Fernandez (Menominee) garnered three nominations 
each. Earning two nominations each are; Arvel Bird 
(Paiute/Metis), Eagle & Hawk (Ojibway), Joanne 
Shenandoah (Oneida), Joseph Firecrow (Cheyenne), 
Marlena (Navajo Dine’), Radmilla Cody, (Dine’), 
Tommy Wildcat (Cherokee), drum groups Northern 
Cree and Black Lodge and new artists; AIRO 
(Sioux/ Apache), Blue Dog (Lakota), and Red 
Rhythm Band (Comanche/Kiowa). The Grammy 
award- winning CD, “Sacred Ground” is also up for 
two nominations. 

“This year’s nominees feature an equal mix 
of new artists making their debut on the national cir- 
cuit as well as previous Nammy Award winners and 


nominees.” said Founder/CEO of the Native 
American Music Awards Ellen Bello. 

All nominees were voted upon by the 
Awards’ national Advisory membership and chosen 
among the 150 national contemporary and traditional 
music recordings originally submitted for nomination 
consideration. 

Winners of the Eighth Annual Native 
American Music Awards will be determined through 
membership print ballots and a national voting cam- 
paign open to the general public which will be post- 
ed shortly as a listen and vote system on the 
NAMMY website. The Native American Music 
Awards, Inc. is the country’s leading membership- 
based association composed of music industry pro- 
fessionals, musicians, programmers, producers, engi- 
neers and other professionals dedicated to promoting 
and preserving Native American music throughout 
the U.S. and around the world. 

The Native American Music Awards and 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino are proud to 
present the Eighth Annual Native American Music 
Awards scheduled to take place June 8™ at the Hard 
Rock Live in Hollywood, Florida. All tickets are on- 
sale now and available at Ticketmaster. 

The Native American Music Awards and 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino extend their 
sincerest congratulations to this year’s nominees. For 
more information, please visit www.nativeamerican- 
music.com. 


Indian Arts and Crafts Directory Online 


Submitted by U.S. Department of the 

Interior 

WASHINGTON, DC — The Indian Arts 
and Crafts Board (IACB), an agency of the U.S. 
Department of the Interior, announces the posting of 
its updated source directory of American Indian and 
Alaska Native Owned and Operated Arts and Crafts 
Businesses now available at www.iacb.doi.gov. 

The directory is organized by state. It 
includes federally recognized American Indian and 
Alaska Native artists and craftspeople, cooperatives, 
Tribal arts and crafts enterprises, businesses private- 
ly-owned and operated by federally recognized 
Native artists, designers, and craftspeople. It also 
includes businesses privately owned and operated by 
American Indian and Alaska Native merchants who 
retail and/or wholesale authentic Indian and Alaska 
Native arts and crafts. 

The source directory is accessible to the 


public, serving as a direct link between the arts and 
crafts businesses and prospective customers. It will 
be updated monthly as new applications for business 
listings are received and approved. 

This service is available only to individuals 
who are enrolled members of federally recognized 
Indian Tribes or Alaska Native groups. In addition to 
a completed application, applicants will be required 
to provide a copy of tribal enrollment documentation 
from his or her respective federally recognized Tribe 
or Alaska Native group. To be listed is free. 

To receive an application to be listed in the 
source directory, contact the IACB using its toll free 
telephone number, (888) 278.3253, or write to Indian 
Arts and Crafts Board, U.S. Department of the 
Interior, 1849 C St., NW, MS 2058-MIB, 
Washington, DC 20240. Please specify if the appli- 
cation is for an individual or for a group, such as a 
cooperative or Tribal enterprise. 


Indian Youth of America Summer Camps 


Submitted by IYA 

Wanted: Campers ages 10-14! 

Indian Youth of America (IYA) is 
celebrating its 30th anniversary of con- 
ducting camps for Indian youth. IYAs 
summer camps bring together Indian 
youth from urban and reservation commu- 
nities to -participate in a variety of educa- 
tional, cultural and recreational activities. 

Since the youth camps began in 
1976, thousands of Indian youth from 180 
Tribes and 28 states have enjoyed a posi- 
tive camp experience. 

IYA is conducting two camps this 
summer: Whispering Pines 

Camp, June 28-July 7, Prescott, 
Ariz., Cost: $285, Application s fee due 
June 10; 

Camp Bob Marshall Custer, Aug. 




1-8, Custer, S.D., 

Cost: $255, 

Application fee 
due: Jub^l5. 

campers must be 
10—14 years old. 

Everyone 
is required to 
provide their own 
transportation to 
the camp. 

Contact 

IYA as soon as possible for a camr 
cation or for further information about the 
summer camps. Write or call: IYA, PO 
Box 2786, Sioux City, Iowa 51106; Phone: 
(712) 252-3230. 



appli- 


8th Annual NATHPO Meeting Announcement 


Submitted by NATHPO 

SANTA FE, NM — This summer The 
Navajo Nation and The Pueblo of Zuni will be host- 
ing the 8th Annual NATHPO Meeting on the new 
campus of the Institute of American Indian Arts just 
outside Santa Fe, New Mexico. This year’s theme is 
Protecting Tribal Cultural Resources. 

NATHPO is kicking-off a two year effort to 
stop the illegal looting and trafficking of Native 
American remains and cultural heritage resources 
and this meeting will be good opportunity to share 
information, etc. NATHPO is coordinating with our 
federal and state partners to offer training specific to 


the legal and Tribal tools already available to 
American Indians, Alaska Natives and Native 
Hawaiians. 

An overview of the Archaeological 
Resources Protection Act of 1979 (ARPA) and the 
Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation 
Act of 1990 (NAGPRA) will be offered on the first 
day and space is limited to 50 people each. Because 
of the limited number of spaces available for the 
training, we encourage Tribal representatives to reg- 
ister right away. 

For more information and details, please 
visit our website: www.nathpo.org. 


2006 NAMMY Nominees 


Artist o f the Year 

1. Jana “Flash Of A Firefly” (RA) 

2. Jim Boyd “Them Old Guitars” (TW) 

3. Joanne Shenandoah “Skywoman” (SWA) 

4. Keith Secola “Native Americana” (AKA) 

5. Rita Coolidge “And So Is 
Love” (CR) 

Best Blues Recording 

1 . “From All Directions” 

Blue Dog (BD) 

2. “Blues From The Coyote” 

Gary Small & the Coyote 
Bros. (MT) 

3. “Follow Your Heart’s 
Desire” . Pura Fe’ (MM) 

4. “Gotta Have Your Love” 

Red Rhythm Band ( RH ) 

5. “And So Is Love” Rita 
Coolidge (CR) 

Best Compilation Recording 

1. “The Collection” Brule’ (SR) 

2. “Honoring Singers & Songmakers Vol 3” 
Northern Cree & Friends (CA) 

3. “Home of the Champions” United Tribes (MA) 

4. “Sacred Ground” . Various (SWA) 

5. “The Makoche’ Masters” Various (MA) 

Debut Artist/Group of the Year 

1 . Asani “Rattle & Drum” (ABR) 

2. Blue Dog “From All Directions” (BD) 

3. Feather River Singers “Daughters of the Earth” 
(FRS) 

4. Red Rhythm Band “Gotta Have Your Love” (RH) 

5. Silverbird “World Peace” (OLI) 

Best Female Artist 

1. Kansas Begaye “Native Rose” (SR) 

2. Marlena “I’ll Run To You” (CPR) 

3. Pura Fe’ “Follow Your Heart’s Desire” (MM) 

4. Radmilla Cody “Spirit of a Woman” (CA) 

5. Tiinesha Begaye “Rhythm of Love” (CA) 

Best Folk/Countrv Recording 

1. “Native Americana” Keith Secola (AKA) 

2. “Bad Boys & Angels” Mike Gouchie (SR) 

3. “Buffalo” Qua Ti Si (SDA) 

4. “To Future From Past” . Spirit Wing (IR) 

5. “One In Every Crowd” Tonemah (GLA) 

Flutist of the Year 

1 . Andrew Vasquez “Togo” (MA) 

2. Douglas Blue Feather “Time For Truth” (SH) 

3. Joseph Fire Crow “Red Beads” (MR) 

4. R. Carlos Nakai & Keola Beamer “Our Beloved 
Land” (CYN) 

5. Wildcat “Cherokee Flutes” (WA) 

Gospel /Christian/Inspirational Recording 

1 . “Prayer Warriors” Cecil Gray (CG) 

2. “Cherokee Sunday Morning” Cherokee National 
Youth Choir (CN) 

3. “I’ll Run To You” Marlena (CR) 

4. “Heavenly Peace” Red Nativity (SR) 

5. “Speak To The Sky” Storm Seymour (EK) 

Group o f the Year 

1. AIRO “Tatanka” (BM) 

2. Arvel Bird, Deni, Irene Bedard “Raven In The 
Midnight Sun” (SW) 

3. Black Lodge Singers “Family Traditions” (SR) 

4. Cherokee National Youth Choir “Cherokee 
Sunday Morning” (CN) 

5. Northern Cree & Friends “Honoring Singers & 
Songmakers Vol 3” (CA) 

Best Historical Recording 

1 . “Oklahoma Gourd Dance Songs” Cozad (SR) 

2. “Traditional Songs of the Salt River Pima” Earl 
Ray (CYN) 

3. “Skywoman” Joanne Shenandoah (SWA) 

4. “Spirit Seeker” Phillip Whiteman Jr. (PW) 

5. “The Soundtrack of a People” Various (EMI) 

Best Instrumental Recording 

1. “Tatanka” AIRO (BM) 

2. “Arvel Bird Live” Arvel Bird (SW) 

3. “The Collection” Brule’ (SR) 

4. “Melodies of the Cane Flute Vol 2” Estun-Bah 
(DB) 

5. “Legion Stomp” The Thundertones (SP) 

Best Male Artist 

1. Gary Small & the Coyote Bros. “Blues From The 
Coyote” (MT) 

2. Gil Silverbird “World Peace” (OLI) 

3. Joseph Fire Crow “Red Beads” (MR) 

4. Tommy Wildcat “Cherokee Flutes” (WA) 

5. Wade Fernandez “Song of the Black Wolf’ 

(SBW) 

Best New Age Recording 

1. “Time For Truth” Douglas Blue Feather (SH) 

2. “Forgotten Warriors” Eddie Three Eagles (RT) 


3. “Lone Pine Canyon” Golana (SH) 

4. “Two-Hawks Signature Series” John Two-Hawks 
(CS) 

5. “Just Passin’ Thru’ Passing Through (AHW) 

Best Pop/Rock Recording 

1 . “Mother Earth” Eagle & Hawk 
(AB) 

2. “Something To Dream Of’ Forever 
(TSS) 

3. “Them Old Guitars” Jim Boyd 
(TW) 

4. “The Second Coming” Micki Free 
(CA) 

5. “Song of the Black Wolf’ Wade 
Fernandez (SBW) 

Best Pow Wow Recording 

1. “Straight Up Northern” Black 
Eagle (SR) 

2. “Setting The Record Straight” 
Blackfoot Confederacy (CA) 

3. “Best of Both Worlds World Two” Tha Tribe (CA) 

4. “Loyal To Tha Old Man” Young Grey Horse (CA) 

5. “Round Dance” White Fish Jrs (SG) 

Best Producer 

1. David Swenson “The Makoche’ Masters” (MA) 

2. Jimmy Haslip “And So Is Love” (CR) 

3. Paul LaRoche, Tom Bee & Robby Bee “The 
Collection” (SR) 

4. Stephan Galfas & Alex Salzman “American 
Indian Christmas” (SO) 

5. Stephen Butler “Traditional Songs of the Salt 
River Pima” 

Best R&B/Rap/Hip Hop Recording 

1 . “Spirit World” Buggin Malone (AR) 

2. “Nightmerika” Maniac The Siouxpernatural (NS) 

3. “Anything You Want” NightShield (ES) 

4. “River of Life” Sarah Hindsley (TC) 

5. “Boom Boom” Shadowyze (BKB) 

Record o f the Year 

1. “More Kids Pow Wow Songs” Black Lodge (CA) 

2. “Time For Truth” Douglas Blue Feather (SH) 

3. “Flash Of A Firefly” . Jana (RA) 

4. “Them Old Guitars” Jim Boyd (TW) 

5. “Native Americana” Keith Secola (AKA) 
Somi/Simile o f the Year 

1. “Sacred Ground” Bill Miller (SW) 

2. “Stomp Dance” Brule’ (SR) 

3. “Sundancer” Eagle & Hawk (AB) 

4. “Pow Wow 2-Nite” Gary Small (MT) 

5. “Come Rain or Come Shine” Rita Coolidge (CR) 
Songwriter o f the Year 

1. Gil Silverbird “Silverbird” (OLI) 

2. Jim Boyd “Them Old Guitars” (TW) 

3. Keith Secola “Native Americana” (AKA) 

4. Pura Fe “Follow Your Hearts Desire” (MM) 

5. Socie Saltwater “It All Ends The Same” (GSP) 
Best Spoken Word Recording 

1. “How Not To Catch Fish” Joseph M Marshall III 
& John Two-Hawks (CS) 

2. “Spirit Seeker” Phillip Whiteman Jr. (PW) 

3. “The Keepers of the Earth” Red Feather Woman 
(BM) 

4. “Flight of the Hawk” Red Hawk (MEG) 

5. “Blackfeet Story Smith” Wallace Gladstone, Jack 
Gladstone (HWK) 

Best Traditional Recording 

1. “Near Midnight” James Bilagody (TH) 

2. “Way of Life” Lakota Thunder (MA) 

3. “Spirit of a Woman” Radmilla Cody (CA) 

4. “Our Love Will Never Die” Randy Wood (CA) 

5. “Ghost Dance Songs” Red Shadow Singers 
(ABR) 

Best Short or Lon g Form Video 

1 . “Take A Road Trip To Serenity” Bryan Akipa 
(TIH) 

2. “Tribute To The Native American Flute” Jan 
Michael Looking Wolf Reibach (CF) 

3. “In This World” Medicine Dream (CYN) 

4. “The Makoche’ Masters” Various (MA) 

5. “Commodity Cheese Blues” Wade Fernandez 
(SBW) 

Best World Music Recording 

1. “Journey” Ardijah (PFP) 

2. “People Of Peace” R. Carlos Nakai Quartet (CA) 

3. “Dancing The Full Moon” Ron Warren (BH) 

4. “Legacy” Santee (SR) 

5. “Supia Jesus” Wade Large (CP) 

Native Heart 

1. Jeff Ball “Return To Balance” (RF) 

2. John Densmore “Native Americana” (AKA) 

3. Little Hawk “1492-1975” (ABR) 

4. Scott August “New Fire” (CM) 

5. Elysium Calling “Shapeshifter” (MS) 











Commissions, Portraits, Table top, Life 
Size & Monumental sculptures 
Email for a quote to 
bradley@bronzebycooley.com 
Phone 850-997-4680 
www.bronzebycootey.com 
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News From Indian Country 


Celebration Unites Tribes from Across the West 


Submitted by Redbird 

SIMI VALLEY, CA — On June 16 18, 
2006, the athletic field at Moorpark College will trans- 
form into a vibrant display of Native American song, 
dance and marketplace. 

Vendors call for applications from as far 
away as South Dakota. Dancers hailing from all across 
the Americas anticipate the cele- 
bration. The Gourd Dance, origi- 
nating with the Kiowa Nation of 
present-day Oklahoma, will be 
held throughout the weekend. 

Tepees will line the athletic field 
and the smell of native foods will 
fill the air. 

For three days Moorpark 
College will be home to the Sixth 
Annual Children of Many Colors 
Powwow, a fund raising and 
awareness-building event hosted 
by Redbird, a southern California 
non profit Native American 
awareness association. 

The Powwow is a cele- 
bration of American Indian culture, song, dance, arts 
and crafts. Powwows are among the few indigenous 
celebrations that are open to the public. They are a 


rich mixture of celebration and ceremony. For native 
people, they are like giant family gatherings. For visi- 
tors, they are an opportunity to glimpse a small piece 
of the complex picture that makes up Native America. 

Redbird is asking a donation of $2 per vehi- 
cle to attend the event, money that will help off-set the 
expenses of hosting the gathering, and create a schol- 
arship fund. For this small price, 
visitors will witness a mixture of 
traditional and contemporary 
dances, songs, foods and craft 
items, and they will have the 
opportunity to experience the 
dance arena first-hand during 
songs called Intertribals. 

The Children of Many 
Colors Powwow boasts a star- 
studded cast, including popular 
actor Saginaw Grant of the Sac 
and Fox Nation as head gourd 
dancer, Thirza Defoe, Ojibwe and 
Oneida, who recently appeared at 
the Autry in Stoneheart, as the 
head woman dancer; and Sam 
Bear Paw of the Apache Nation, who will just be 
returning in time for the gathering from a tour dancing 
throughout the U.S., as the head man dancer. 


Location: Moorpark College Athletic 
Field, 7075 Campus Park, Drive, 
Moorpark, CA 93021 
Times: Friday 6 p.m. - 10 p.m. 
Saturday 10 a.m. - 10 p.m. 
Sunday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

Cost: $2 donation per vehicle 
Type of Event: Family/Cultural 
Contact: (805) 217-0364 
Website: www.RedbirdsVision.org 
E-mail: redbirds_vision@hotmail.com 
Mail: Redbird, P.O. Box 702, Simi 
Valley, CA 93062 


Indian Artists Sought for Show 


Submitted by Eight Northern Indian Pueblos 
Council 

Ohkay Owingeh, N.M. — The Eight 
Northern Indian Pueblos Arts & Crafts Show is seek- 
ing applications from traditional American Indian 
artists and craftspeople from Tribal communities in 
North America. This exciting event, believed to be the 
largest Native American owned and operated outdoor 
arts exhibition and market in the western United 
States, will take place on July 15-16, from 8:30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. on both days. The Show is held at the Eight 
Northern Indian Pueblos Council’s Arts & Visitors’ 
Center in Ohkay Owingeh (formerly known as San 
Juan Pueblo) 3 miles north of Espanola, on NM Hwy 
68 (the road to Taos). There are 360 artists and arti- 
sans and a crowd of 20,000 buyers and visitors expect- 
ed at this event. 

The Northern New Mexico show celebrates 
its 35th anniversary in 2006 with several special 
events, including a welcoming dinner for artists and 
sponsors on the Friday evening before the Show and a 
new artist hospitality area. The staff and an Advisory 
Committee from the Eight Northern Pueblos are now 
finalizing plans to honor and recognize a number of 
artists and other individuals who have been instrumen- 
tal in starting and sustaining the show. 

The Eight Northern Show welcomes Native 
American jewelers, potters, painters, sculptors, 
weavers and those working in other traditional genres. 
The Show is known nationally and internationally for 
the quality and authenticity of its arts. For an applica- 
tion and guidelines, please call the Arts & Crafts Show 
Office at 505-747-1593, Extension 113, or go to the 
Show’s website at 


http : //www. eightnorthempueblos . com/PDF applweb .pd 
f. Applications must be postmarked by June 9. Late 
applications may be accepted with an additional fee, 
but only if booths are available. 

For additional information, please contact 
Wenona Brascoupe, the Show’s Coordinator, by phone 
at 505-747-1593, Extension 113, by e-mail at enip- 
cartshow@yahoo.com or by visiting the show’s web 
site at: www.eightnorthempueblos.com. Applications 
can be downloaded from the web site. 

Among this year’s Eight Northern Pueblos Art & 
Crafts Show’s major sponsors are: 

Community Leadership Sponsor — Ohkay Casino- 
Hotel-Resort 

Art Auction Sponsor — Pueblo of Tesuque 
Promotional Sponsor — Rio Arriba County Lodgers 
Tax Fund 

Governors — IP Sponsors 

New Mexico Tourism Department- Indian Tourism 
Division 

Pueblo of Santa Clara/Santa Clara Development 
Corporation 

Arts Patrons 

PNM — The Public Service Company of New Mexico 
Amerind Risk Management, Inc. 

Coca Cola Bottling Company of Santa Fe 

Los Alamos National Bank 

Taos Mountain Casino 

Totavi Phillips 66 - Pueblo of San Ildefonso 

For media information contact: Eight Northern 

Indian Pueblos Council 

Carol Guzman, 505-747-1593/Ext. 112 or E-mail at: 
enipcartshow@yahoo.com 
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WE DO IT ALL! 


We specialize in designing, customizing and providing top of the line 
technology in Audio & Video electronics including o division dedicated to 
Security and Surveillance equipment for your home and business. 

36 1? North State Road 7/ Hollywood, FL 33021 
(954) 893-9106 / Fax: (954) 893-9107 
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WE PROVIDE IN HOME SURVEYS 
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Happy Mother's Day! 



Lila Osceola 


Mabel Doctor shares a good lunch with mom, Maggie Osceola. 


President Hosts Mother ’s Day Lunch 


By Lila Osceola 

HOLLYWOOD — Mother’s Day is a special 
day for all of us. It’s time to kiss and hug the sweetest 
thing in the world-our mother! Irrespective of how old 
we are, what positions we may have acquired in our 
lives or what is our status in the eyes of the world, we 
are always a darling child to our mom. 

A mother is perhaps the only person in the 
world that is ready to forgive any mistakes that a child 
might have made but on the other hand she can also be 
the person who if angry would not speak to you for 
days. These characteristics of the mother are what sepa- 
rate her from all others. 

Mother’s Day is the perfect time to pay visit to 
our Mommy, spend time with her, hold her hands, put 
our heads into her lap, look into her eyes and say 
“Thanks Mom.” 

So in honor of Mother’s Day, President, Moses 
Osceola hosted a lunch at Longhorn Steak House on 
May 15. Family, extended family, aunts , sisters, third 
and even fourth generation mothers; but everyone who 
attended had one thing in common, celebrating moth- 
er’s day with a good meal. 

To all the mothers whose children are fighting 
in wars, and to mothers whose children are growing up 
with wars raging around them or with terrorism threat- 
ening their safety... wishes of strength, peace and hope 
for this Mother’s Day. 



Lila Osceola 


Minnie Doctor and Nettie enjoy time with family. 



Lila Osceola 


President, Moses Osceola hosts lunch with many different generations of mothers 



Lila Osceola 


Mothers enjoy appetizers at the Longhorn Steakhouse, 
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Great News For All Triral 



Memrers 



Employees: 



/O APR ON 
FINANCING ALL 




GIN 

BRANDS! 


Ed Morse Sawgrass Auto Mall is now offering aU Seminole 
tribal members and employees really great deals! That’s right, 
all tribe members and employees, including everyone who 


works at the Seminole Hard Rock Casino, can now get huge 
savings and all financing incentives for which they qualify on 
five GM brands of new vehicles and over 150 used vehicles. 


YOUR 1 HEADQUARTERS 




PONTIAC 



BUICK BMC 


THE NEW 2006 MODELS ARE HERE - HURRY FOR BIG SAVINGS! 


14401 W. Sunrise Blvd., Sunrise 

On Sunrise Blvd. just east of Sowgrass Expwy. 

PLEASE CALL TOLL-FREE 

1 - 888 - 800-8048 

SALES HOURS: Mon-Fri 9am-9pm, 

Sat 9am-6pm, Sun 12-6pm 
SERVICE HOURS: 

Mon-Fri 7am-6pm, Sat 7am-3pm 




SUNRISE BLVD. 

SAWGRASS 
MILLS MALL 


AUTO MALL 

CHEVROLET • CADILLAC 
PONTIAC • BUICK • GMC 


[«] 




For value 
and service it's 


*0n select models. **0n select models with approved credit. Prices & terms subject to change without notice. 


Ed Morse, of course! 
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Happy Mother's Day! 


Mother ’s Day Dinner Held for Non-Residents 



Melissa Sherman 

(L-R) Benihana Chef Pete, Michelle Billie and her son Maurice, Amanda and Kaitlyn Gorney and Terry Barnes. 



Virginia Mitchell mom and grandmother. 


Melissa Sherman 


By Melissa Sherman 

MIAMI, FL — A 

woman named Catherine 
Pulsifer once said “You 
don’t appreciate your 
mother until you’re a moth- 
er yourself.” With this in 
mind Hollywood Non-resi- 
dent Liaison Holly Tiger 
had a good idea how to 
please most Seminole 
ladies. Usually when you 
ask anyone from around 
here where do you want to 
eat, you here the same 
answer-Benihana’s ! 

Tiger kept this in 
mind when she made spe- 
cial arrangements for the 
all the Moms to be treated 
for Mother’s Day. At the Hollywood 
Gym a large tour bus was waiting for 
the families who did not want to 
make the trip to the restaurant in 


restaurant you were reminded of 
how important a mother is, children 
where sitting on laps of their moms 
nuzzling in, sisters sat with their 
mom reminiscing old times, groups 



Melissa Sherman 

Rachael Billie, Elyse Alvarado, Rita Billie and Julian Billie, Otter Clan. 


Miami by car, the families rode in 
comfort down south in the bus as 
kids sat back and watched Harry 
Potter® on the DVD players mount- 
ed above. 

In a short time everyone 
gathered in the lobby waiting for all 
of the invited guests to arrived and 
we made our way upstairs and spread 
out around the restaurant and filled 
six different tables. With every detail 
in mind Tiger had flower arrange- 
ments set out on each table adding to 
the ambience. 

As you looked around the 


of mothers from the same clan sat 
near each other, without a word you 
just knew everyone was content. 

Thanks to Chairman 
Mitchell Cypress, Non-Resident 
Liaison Holly Tiger and the hard 
working Tribal Clerk staff: Janel 
Billie, Michelle Billie, Mozelle 
Bryant and Mercedes Osceola, the 
mother’s and their families where 
able to have a great dinner and enjoy 
the entertainment of the talented 
Benihana chefs. 



Melissa Sherman 


The Cifuentes family Oscar, Shannon and Maya 
from the Otter Clan. 



Melissa Sherman 


(L-R) Hollywood residents Alana Glover, Eva Billie 
from the Otter Clan and Henrietta Henry, Helena 
Henry from the Panther Clan. 



Melissa Sherman 


Waitress Aika holds Simeon while mom Amy 
Cypress gets a chance to look at the menu. 


BC Women ’s Group Celebrates Mother’s Day 


Submitted by Sue Jane Bert 

HOLLYWOOD — The 

Big Cypress Women’s Support 
Group went on a belated 
Mother’s Day outing to a movie 
at Regal Cinema 13 and dinner at 
Las Vegas Cuban Cuisine in 
Pembroke Pines, Fla. While at the 
restaurant, the group had a guest 
speaker, Basil Phillips from the 
Family Services department. He 
spoke about the importance of 
telling your child, from a young 
age, that you love them daily, 
emphasizing the difference that it 
will make in how they function in 
society as adults. 

The group has been 
meeting for the last year and a 
half, on the third Thursday of the 
month, at the Youth/Community 
Center at 5:30 p.m., with dinner 
and babysitting services provided. 
Various topics discussed centered 
on women’s awareness and fami- 
ly issues. 

We would like to thank 
Big Cypress Council 
Representative David Cypress, 
Big Cypress Board 
Representative Paul Bowers and 
the Big Cypress 
Youth/Community Center staff 
for use of their facilities and 
babysitting services. 



Photo courtest of Sue Jane Bert 


The BC women’s group on their holiday outing. (L-R, Front Row): Carol Cypress, Henrietta 
Henry, Claudia Doctor, Vera Herrera, (L-R, Second Row): Sue Jane Bert, Tonia Cypress, 
Ervina Herrera, (L-R, Back Row): Connie Oakes, Halena Henry, and Nancy Ortega. 


My Grandmother 


By Elgin Jumper 

I remember sitting under a 
cooking chickee with my grandmother, 
Tommie Jumper, early in the morning. 

I must’ve been four at the time and 
we’d be drinking rich-scented coffee 
from large stainless steel cups with 
these long handles, the charred smoke 
smell from the fire mingling with the 
smell of the morning’s dew and the 
coffee. She was Panther Clan and she 
was always the first one up and the last 
one to bed. I was a year or so away 
from attending school with city kids 
and unable to speak a word of the 
English language, however 
Americanized. 

Gran’ma had seen the days of 
the ox-drawn wagons and wagon-roads 
up to the days of speeding 
Lamborghinis and multi-laned high- 
ways crisscross- 
ing her home- 
land of Florida. 

She had wit- 
nessed mornings 
when one could 
gaze out across 
the lush green 
landscape to 
perceive small 
herds of Florida 
deer, or a multi- 
plicity of birds 
soaring within 
the dark blue of 
approaching rain 
clouds and the 
tall palmetto jut- 
ting out from the 
damp hardwood 
hammocks with 
nary a geometri- 
cally designed 
dwelling in sight 
save for the 
occasional chic- 
kee. I remember 
her smile. She was a strong woman, to 
be sure, and yet I can still recall her 
smile. It told you all was well. And it 
helped you to smile. She’d have her 
long black hair tied up into a bun just 
above her forehead, she’d have multi 
colored strands of glass beads around 
her neck, she’d have her Seminole 
cape and dress with colorful patchwork 
designs, her complexion bronze light 
and her dark-brown eyes sparkling a 
rare wisdom and dignity. 

I was fortunate enough to 
have been her grandson for forty-one 
years, and since her passing, I’ve asked 
myself to what extent did she influence 
my life, how has she inspired me? I 
mean it’s obvious she influenced so 
many, but as for me personally, how 
deeply was her impression made? 

Looking back, I can see her 
carrying me in her arms so lovingly. 

Yet she could be stem as well when I 
did wrong, stressing the lessons to be 
learned. I’m not even half the age she 
attained when she left us, but I’d like 
to believe I’ll reach something close to 
her 105 years. Recently my father, 

Alan Jumper, told me of the passed- 
down stories she’d imparted to him, 
from firsthand accounts of those who’d 
actually been in the Seminole wars. 
“And you know, she lived to see the 
tall cypress trees of the old days,” my 
father informed me, “to the days of 
these tall skyscrapers we have the 21st 
Century.” 

My grandmother and I were 
together a lot until I turned five. I 
remember the way she carried herself, 
her sense of humor, how she persisted. 
Her attainment of so many Springs 
only enhanced her unassuming emi- 
nence. When 

I was still young and stub- 
born, I could still respect and venerate 
her, could still think of her with deep 
reverence, could still consider her quite 
estimable. I looked up to her and 
thought much of her, of all the changes 
she must’ve seen. 

Progress. Or so they claim. I 
know Florida has certainly changed, 
the landscapes, the skylines, the peo- 
ple. I’ve seen the Everglades receding 
away and I’ve felt the emptiness in the 
fields where once the forests stood and 
I know the paradox of change, how it 
can elevate and yet diminish. And if 
I’m aware of this then how much more 
was my dear grandmother aware? 

When I managed to get my picture into 
The Seminole Tribune after winning a 
local writing contest, her photo was 
there too, just above mine, as if watch- 
ing over her grandson, hoping the best 
for her children. 

She was always in traditional 
Seminole clothes. And in the old 
Seminole encampment she was in her 
element, surrounded as she was by her 
chickees, which gave the appearance of 
the past. Her hands were invariably 
occupied with maintaining her camp, 
her way of life. Still the only constant 
was change which lifted veils from the 
artwork of time to reveal the frequent 
exhibitions. 

Big Cypress is not only the 
place where Seminoles found refuge 
and food after the tragic Seminole 
wars, but it is also the place my grand- 
mother moved to following my grand- 
father, Harley Jumper’s death, endur- 
ing in a vast watery wilderness filled 
with hardships. Long before the Snake 
Road wound its way from Alligator 


Alley, Seminoles called this place 
home, where murderous armies could 
spend decades in the frustrating task of 
Seminole removal. It was there during 
my earliest years that I lived with her. 
Under an old open-air chickee, she’d 
give me venison and fry-bread and I’d 
study how she dipped her bread into 
the bowl or in her coffee and then 
would eat and I’d do the same. Or I’d 
sit with my palms facing downwards 
on the table top, my legs hanging 
down, swinging happily to and fro and 
I’d smile. 

During a somewhat nomadic 
existence in the South Florida area, she 
was never deterred in caring for her 
family. Yet life must’ve been so diffi- 
cult back then. She’d speak to me 
while watching over the fry-bread and 
deer meat. She’d stir the hot cornmeal 
softkee just 
then boiling 
over. She’d 
hand me some 
of that too 
using the large 
cup my coffee 
was in. I’d have 
to blow on it or 
stir it with a big 
spoon because 
she said that 
would cool it 
faster. And do 
you know, after 
a while, the 
heat did sub- 
side. She would 
walk over to 
the red hand- 
cranked well 
and wash out 
another large 
pot from her 
assortment of 
weather-beaten 
cookware. 

She’d set this pot — for turtle soup — 
over the orange flames as well. I’d 
chase a butterfly or perhaps a dragon- 
fly and play and when I returned the 
soup would be just about done. Soon 
others would be moving about the 
camp and the grand Seminole meal 
would then be served up. It was won- 
derful. 

The main virtue I admired 
was her perseverance. I’m astounded at 
the numerous changes she was a wit- 
ness to and amazed at what a revered 
matriarch she became, indeed the 
strong sense of purpose she communi- 
cated, the example she set, the encour- 
agement she gave and the genuineness 
of her smile, a well-regarded Seminole 
woman she was, time-honored and 
endearing. So yes, I cherish the memo- 
ries I have of her. I can picture her now 
even as I’m writing: she’s in the soft 
early morning light, splashes of deli- 
cate sunlight spilling through the 
cypress, the flowers and the under- 
growth. Seminole children are playing 
in the little green fields and meadows 
beside the chickees and my grand- 
mother and I are talking fondly in our 
native language. 

We’d see each other off and 
on since those days and we’d smile 
every time. But it was my adolescence 
I’ll remember the most: I’m young and 
she’s caring for me. I find myself long- 
ing for the simplicity of those times. 
She’s left us quite a legacy, and oh, 
how her strong-will blended so with 
her Seminole wisdom. When she 
smiled no self-seeking airs were ever 
conveyed and in her camp it was 
understood that she was in charge. No 
matter the age or fortune of her chil- 
dren, her impression upon them never 
wavered. Yet she was ever content to 
sacrifice her interest for those of oth- 
ers. 

She was the resourceful gov- 
erness of a large Seminole family, and 
were it not for her constant care, I 
wouldn’t have so worthy a role-model. 
But in the times since then, when we’d 
encounter one another, she’d see a 
grandson sometimes with long hair or 
perhaps with a crew-cut or somewhere 
in between, she’d see a grandson 
sometimes alone or not alone or with 
various other family members and 
most likely she’d pick up hints and 
traces of my own trials and tribula- 
tions, my own joys and triumphs, or 
perhaps even my own mundane and 
most inconsequential moments. 

I can’t even begin to fathom the wealth 
of Florida history she represented, and 
yet I can start to comprehend and 
appreciate the great significance of her 
long life and the precious example she 
gave us. Often I return to those morn- 
ings and the cooking chickee and to 
Gran’ma. To what extent did she influ- 
ence me? I’m sure when she said 
something or did this or that, I’d strive 
to be just like her, to imitate her, to 
give the image she gave, to follow the 
example she conferred. She would tell 
me stories handed-down and I would 
place them gently into my heart and 
hold them dear. I know I’ll see her 
again, we’ll be in a wondrous 
Seminole encampment deep in the 
Everglades, we’ll be in a new chickee, 
the bright morning sun piercing 
through the eastern sky, and we’ll both 
be smiling and laughing just like 
before. 
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Happy Mother's Day! 


Mother’s Day Dinner and Celebration 


By Chris Jenkins the community has played in their lives as well as the special 

HOLLYWOOD — A day to give back, show apprecia- meaning Mother’s Day holds. 


tion, and honor mom is 
the essence of 
Mother’s Day; cele- 
brated nationally this 
year on May 14. On 
May 1 1 , the 
Hollywood Gym 
played host to 
Seminole Tribal moth- 
ers young and old with 
dinner and a special 
thank you. 

The annual 
event was planned by 
Hollywood Council 
Representative Max B. 
Osceola Jr. and 
Hollywood Board 
Representative Gloria 
Wilson. 

The gathering 
was an opportunity to, 
“pay respect, honor, 
and tradition” to Tribal 
mothers and other 
moms in the communi- 
ty, Osceola said. 
Osceola and Wilson 
also took the time to 
address the audience 
and speak of the 
importance and impact 



Chris Jenkins 


Jann Billie and daughter Janae show what Mother’s Day means in a nice 
embrace. 


Entertainment 
was provided by Paul 
“Cowbone” Buster 
playing on the guitar. 
The catering was pro- 
vided by Tropical 
Acres Catering com- 
plete with refresh- 
ments and cake. 

As part of the 
evening festivities, the 
mothers received a 
take-home bouquet of 
flowers and a gift from 
the Tribal Council. 

Mother’s Day 
has a special meaning 
to almost everyone, 
but Wilson pointed out 
the day, “reminds me 
of how important my 
mother is to me in my 
life and the things 
she’s done for me.” 

One proud 
mother in attendance 
was Jana Billie, along 
with daughter Janae, 3. 

“It feels good 
to be honored, it 
makes you feel special 
as a mom,” Billie said. 


I , 



Chris Jenkins 


Hollywood Board Representative Gloria Wilson (top left) and Council 
Represe ntative Max Osceo la Jr. ( top right) pose with two lucky mothers^ 





Emma Brown 

Fathers treat the mothers on their special day. 


Brighton Tribal Citizens 


Celebrate Mother ’s Day 

By Emma Brown 

BRIGHTON — The Brighton 
Council office sponsored a Mother’s Day 
breakfast on the morning of May 1 1 to 
honor all of the mothers of the Brighton 
community. 

The appreciative fathers, along 
with the Building and Grounds crew, 
showed up at 5 a.m. to rustle up a break- 
fast consisting of scrambled eggs, 
sausage, bacon, grits, biscuits and much 
more. Mary Jo Micco provided her won- 
derful sofkee for the mothers to enjoy. 

Jody Goodman, from the 
Buildings and Grounds department, made 
sure that the kitchen was decorated beau- 
tifully for the beautiful mothers. It was a 


Emma Brown 

Potatoes anyone? 


Emma Brown 

Grace and Josephine enjoy breakfast. 

nice breakfast to show appreciation to all 
of the mothers of the Brighton communi- 
ty and the mothers seemed to really 
appreciate the dedication of the fathers to 
make sure that their day started off won- 
derfully. 

Thank you to all of the mothers 
for everything that you do each and every 
day to make the lives of your children 
full of happiness! 
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Congratulations 
Seminole Preschool Graduates 


Aguilar, Jack Fitzgerald, Immokalee 
Baker, Alyke Teico, Brighton 
Baker, Jaylen Jason, Brighton 
Balentine, Shana Aquilah, BigCypress 
Bell, Adrianne Katelyn June, 
Hollywood 

Bennett, Waylynn J Frank, Brighton 
Billie Jr., Richard Don, Big Cypress 
Billie, Carlee Thom, Big Cypress 
Billie, Keely Shaye, Brighton 
Brespo, Osianna Pocahontas, Big 
Cypress 

Cypress, Alycia Rain, Big Cypress 
Cypress, Boralys Blaze Sirota, 
Hollywood 

Fish, Savannah Cheyenne, Big Cypress 
Fry, Charli Code Cypress, Big Cypress 
Fudge, Alicia Jennie, Brighton 
Gentry, Anthony Jay, Hollywood 
Gopher, Leilani Jean, Big Cypress 
Johns, Brooke White Cloud, Hollywood 
Johns, Jr., Toby Libra, Hollywood 
Jumper, Tash-sho-tah-che Troy, Big 
Cypress 

Lawrence, Drake Alan, Brighton 
Micco, Aleina Joan, Hollywood 


Mora, Raymond James Junior, 
Immokalee 

Motlow, Neo Tristan, Immokalee 
Osceola, Joshua Joel, Hollywood 
Osceola, Phyllis Maydell, Hollywood 
Puente, Kano Bert, Hollywood 
Puente, Zoey Shae’ree, Hollywood 
Rico, Satie Roze, Brighton 
Riddle, Gage Meyuksveseko Michael, 
Brighton 

Roberts, Ezekeil Xsavior Onan, 
Immokalee 

Rodriquez, Ricardo, Troy, Big Cypress 
Smith, Julia Christina, Big Cypress 
Stockton, Alena Jane, Big Cypress 
Thomas, Conner Osceola, Brighton 
Tiger, Martha Jewel, Big Cypress 
Tigertail, Abigail Kay, Big Cypress 
Tommie, Aidan Jason, Brighton 
Toneges Jr., Joseph Daniel, Brighton 
Tyler III, Maurice Marcus, Hollywood 
Valdez, JaTycia Fortasia Billie, Big 
Cypress 

Venzor, Luzana Irene, Brighton 
Young, Irissa Tiger, Hollywood 


Jr 
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Happy Mother's Day! 






Immoka lee Mother’s Day Celebration 


Jennie Martinez with her Mother’s Day roses. 


Judy Weeks 


(L-R) Elaine Aguilar and Elizabeth Oleo. 


By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — In appreciation of their 
mothers, the Immokalee community hosted several 
activities. 

On May 1 0 the Department of Elders spon- 
sored a trip to Ft. Myers, Fla. where the seniors had a 
fantastic luncheon at the Super Buffet King. The 
ladies had been previously given an opportunity to 
select whatever they would like to do in recognition 
of the event and unanimously chose the Buffet out- 
ing. 

As luck would have it, the luncheon turned 
into not only an observance of Mother’s Day, but a 
birthday party for Rachel Billie. Upon consulting the 
chef, they learned that a cake was not available, 
however, he prepared a very attractive fruit surprise 
and the group sang “Happy Birthday” to help her 
celebrate. 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress and President 
Moses Osceola sent floral arrangements for each of 
the senior women. There was a wide variety of bas- 
kets, watering cans and vases filled with a vast 
assortment of flowers and greenery. The women 
were most appreciative and set among the bouquets 
diligently working upon their ceramic creations. 

Thursday evening Immokalee Council 
Fiaison Ralph Sanchez provided an opportunity for 
the group to enjoy a spectacular dinner at the 
Fujiyama Japanese Steak House in Naples, Fla. The 
evening’s highlight was a meal prepared at their 
table by a chef of many talents. 

The Steakhouse has a tremendous menu which features a 
grill, open fire and hibachi style of cooking. Starting off with an 
onion volcano and a blaze of fire, he skillfully used knives, 
cleavers and skews to prepare the meal. In a whorl of sharp 
knives and slight of hand tricks, he produced an extravaganza that 
was not only entertaining, but mouthwatering. 

Members of the Naples community joined the group for 
the evening’s festivities. 

At noon on May 12, Immokalee Board 
Representative Raymond Garza sponsored a holiday dinner 
for the community at Lazano’s. Taking over a large portion 
of the restaurant, the group dined on their favorite cuisine 
while enjoying the company of their family, friends and 
neighbors. 

Meanwhile, Chairman Mitchell Cypress spon- 
sored a Mother’s Day employee luncheon at the 
Immokalee Casino. Since his presence was required else- 
where, he asked Community Health Representative Anna 
Puente to read his message to the mothers of Immokalee: 

“I am very proud to help you celebrate Mother’s 
Day,” she said. “This day should be celebrated every day. 
You are the backbone of the Tribe because you keep us on 
the straight and narrow path. 

“Our mothers have been our inspiration through- 
out our lives. They have looked after us, taught us our cul- 
ture, have been there to wipe our tears when we were 
down and cheered for us when things were going right. 

“I am grateful that my mother, Mary Frances 
Cypress, is there for me because she is my rock and my 
strength. Just knowing that my Mom is around gives me 
the extra courage to strive for the best for my people. 

“Please give your mom a kiss on the cheek and 
thank her for all she has sacrificed for you. Cherish the 
time you have with her and let her know that she is 
loved. God bless you all and have a wonderful day.” 


Louise Motlow paints her ceramic vase. 


Judy Weeks 


Rachel Billie at the festivities. 


Judy Weeks 


Judy Weeks 



Don ’t Miss this Rare Chance to See 
the World’s Greatest Male and Female 
9-Ball Players Go Head to Head! 


Match 1 : 

# 1 Allison Fisher vs. #G Corey Deuel 

Match 2: 

# 1 Johnny Archer vs. #6 Vivian Villarreal 





SEMLVJOI UWI* 
MAftAtiEMKIST 


Match 3: 

Scotch Doubles: Men vs. Women 


June SB, SUU6 

B p.m. to 8 p.m. 

Seminole Hard Rock Hotel and Casino 

Ballroom 



General Admission: S5 Free Admission for Tribal Members 

For additional information: Tera Jenkins 954-966-6300 ext. 1 295 
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By Lila Osceola 

FT. LAUDERDALE, FL — Ah, graduation. 
A lot of hard work, time, talent, money and drive have 
led to this point: a milestone that will be celebrated 
photographed and remembered forever. Whether from 
high school, college, law school, medical school, or 
preschool, graduation is a wonderful time of excite- 
ment and change. 

“Bitter-sweet” are the emotions that many 
parents experienced at the graduation ceremony. So 
many thoughts and feelings flood our mind and heart, 
as we watched the little graduates stand mid-stage and 
speak, and sing in Mikasuki and Creek. 

The preschool program to which we belong 
hosts a beautiful and moving graduation ceremony 
each year. Each year, graduates from every Seminole 
reservation come together to celebrate the culmination 
of their preschool years. Fathers, mothers, siblings, 
relatives, and close friends all join in attendance on 
May 25, in a show of support for their graduate. 

The large ball room at the Hyatt Regency Pier 
66 had more than enough room to accommodate the 
hundreds of attendees that came to watch the gradu- 
ates walk across the stage. The evening started with a 
beautiful invocation by Seminole Tribal elder, Maggie 
Osceola. 

Following a beautiful dinner provided by the 
hotel, the commencement began along with the nerv- 
ousness of parents and guardians hoping that the kids 
do well. 

On each of the little Seminole faces there was 
a display of pride, not in a sense of self-esteem, but 
rather, one of delight and excitement in the awesome- 
ness of their accomplishment. As they stood before the 
whole ballroom glazy eyed from all the flash cameras 
in their face, they delivered the pledge in Creek and 
Mikasuki so bold. 

During the program part of the ceremony 
Immokalee and Big Cypress did the colors and shapes, 


Hollywood and Brighton recited the clans in their 
native language Creek or Mikasuki. Creek speakers 
recited numbers one through five, and Mikasuki 
speakers did six through 10. They even recited animals 
in colors in sentence form; for example, “ee-fe-lak-lo- 
to-me,” meaning “the dog is yellow.” 

Preschool Director Leona Tommie- Williams 
shared a few memories about this year’s graduating 
class. 

“Special things, was seeing the children from 
beginning to end how they improved in the language 
from shy to boldness, I was so proud of them when 
they got before people and showed boldness before 
hundreds of people,” she said. 

The small, dependent child who cuddled 
beside you on the couch is ever-present in our 
thoughts and stood before all of us in attendance, is 
graduating preschool and headed off to “big kid 
school,” as some kids expressed. And the vulnerable, 
independence-seeking three, four and five year old is 
still perceived as attempting to break out of his/her 
shell. 

Then, amidst tears and exhilarations, each 
child stepped up to the microphone and gave a short 
bio and proudly received their diploma and then shook 
each of the delegates hand as they walked off the stage 
soon to become kindergartners. 

Delegates in attendance to support the future 
of the Seminole Tribe were: Ft. Pierce Liaison Sally 
Tommie, President/Vice Chairman Moses Osceola, 
Hollywood Council Representative Max B. Osceola 
Jr., Brighton Council Representative Andrew Bowers, 
Chairman Mitchell Cypress and Big Cypress Board 
Representative Paul Bowers. 

Smiling faces, beautiful Seminole skirts and 
shirts, proud preschoolers, and yes, it was a bitter- 
sweet moment and one that we experience with every 
graduation. It was an end of a good era and always a 
beginning to a new one-kindergarten. 
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F1BA Graduates Three Seniors 


By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — The graduation of three 
high school seniors from First Indian Baptist 
Academy (FIB A) was held on May 24 in a formal 
ceremony at 6 p.m. attended by friends and family. 

The graduates are: Marilee Johns, the class 
salutatorian, Candice Simmer, the class valedictori- 
an and Le Anna Billie. All three were recognized 
by Principal Darlene Holmes as “Outstanding.” 

The honored speakers were Brighton’s 
Council Representative Andrew Bowers, Board 
President Moses Osceola and Chairman Mitchell 
Cypress. 

The church sanctuary was decorated with 
lovely bouquets of flowers and balloons in the royal 
colors of red, black and yellow/gold. The music 
was provided by teachers Mike Zierden at the 
piano, Luis Maisonet on saxophone, teacher 
Kathleen Thompson sang the “National Anthem.” 

The High School Band, also known as the 
Brighton Boys Band, performed two excellent orig- 
inal compositions. Mackenzie Johns sang a song 
accompanied by her brother, Dewell Johns, gui- 
tarist. For the first time the schools new “Alma 
Mater” was sung by all. 

The invocation was given by Little Mr. 
Seminole Eric Puente. 

An enjoyable interlude in the graduation 
formalities was a computerized slide show with 
taped music showing lifetime photos of the three 
graduates from babyhood, through childhood to the 
present day. It brought many smiles from families 
and friends as they viewed the memorable photo- 
graphs. 

Bowers gave thoughtful counsel to the 
graduating class about planning for a successful and 
happy future. 

“I am going to talk a little bit about being 
wise so hopefully what I have to say will stick with 
you,” he told the three young women. 

He said they have two important choices 
to make; one is whom they choose to be their 
friends and acquaintances and the other is the path 
they follow in their life’s work. He reminded them 
that they are now entering the adult world but they 
are not yet adults. 

“You are just beginning your life so keep 
that in mind. You are going to make choices in this 
world and you want to be careful about the people 
you associate with,” he said. 

He advised the graduates to set reasonable 
goals and if they are not sure what it is they want to 
accomplish in life to take time to think about it. He 
suggested they look in the mirror every morning 
and ask themselves what they want to be doing 10 
years from now. He said if they don’t know, to keep 
asking themselves that question every day until 
they get the answer and then when they discover 
what they really want to be to “go for it.” 

“Along the way there are bumps in the 


road. We all make mistakes. You are human,” he 
continued. “But, deal with it. Don’t run but learn 
from it and move on.” 

Then he said that “somewhere along the 
path of life you will get lost. When you get lost try 
to go back to who you are and what you are.” 

He counseled the young women to return 
to their roots, to their community and seek advice. 
He said there are many wise elders in the communi- 
ty who will help them. 

“If you simply want to talk I am always 
around,” he told the attendees and graduates. 

The last point Bowers stressed was: “Once 
you set your goals you can become anything you 
want to be as long as you have nothing against hard 
work.” 

Both President Osceola and Chairman 
Cypress spoke as well. 

Osceola told the girls they can become 
whatever they want in life and going on to college 
is an option for them. 

“I would tell you to attend the best schools 
you can find to get the best education you can get,” 
he said. “The Tribe will support you all the way.” 

Cypress told the girls they have the choice 
to be whatever they want but “just remember to 
come back. Tribal leaders are always happy to see 
the kids grow up and graduate.” 

Congratulations were also extended to the 
graduates from Big Cypress Board Representative 
Paul Bowers. 

Osceola made a point to congratulate 
Pastor Wonder Johns for his enduring faith in his 
school and staff and for the great work the academy 
is doing. 

“I know one day this school will be a big 
school,” Osceola said. “It will continue to survive 
and grow. I think it is a great institution and a need- 
ed institution.” 

Graduate Marilee Johns said she was very 
thankful to all who had helped her achieve this 
momentous accomplishment in life. 

“Without the help of this school and my 
friends I wouldn’t have graduated,” she said. 

“Thank you Mom and Dad for not letting me give 
up.” 

Valedictorian Candice Simmer also 
thanked the teachers and the school, her family and 
especially her fiends for being by her side. Both 
girls could barely hold back the tears. 

The high school graduation was a truly 
lovely and emotional affair with lots of hugs, happi- 
ness and hopefulness for a shining future, both for 
the graduates themselves and for this private 
Christian school. It was a testimony to the belief 
and strength of those who have made great sacri- 
fices; to the loyal and supportive parents, the teach- 
ers and administrators, that wish to create a place 
where children can achieve. 
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School Year Ends With Student Awards, 
Kindergarten Graduation 


By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — Kindergarten gradua- 
tion at First Indian Baptist Academy (FIB A) 
was an enjoyable event for grandparents, par- 
ents, teachers and students. The Graduation & 
End of the Year Program on May 24 started off 
with humorous skits, praise songs, readings, a 
puppet show, prayers and scripture recitals. 

Students performed with enthusiasm. 
Some were shy and fidgeted while others are 
just natural performers, but all tried their best. 
This year the school strived to encourage dra- 
matic creativity and musical expression. 

Pastor Wonder Johns said he believes 
public speaking is one of the hardest but more 
important skills to learn in life and he wants the 
school children to feel comfortable speaking 
and performing in front of an audience. 

Progress shows as the youth get up on stage 
now demonstrating more confidence than ever. 

The End of the Year Program started 
with an opening prayer by student and Little 
Mr. Seminole Eric Jaden Puente, who already 
seems to have a gift for public speaking at his 
tender age. Kat Thompson, the kindergarten 
teacher, sang a lovely rendition of “The Star 
Spangled Banner.” Then she led her kinder- 
garten class in the singing of several lively 
songs including a robust “Jesus Loves Me.” 

Then Thompson presented her class 
awards. She gave a certificate for the Most 
Acrobatic to Justina Martinez, the award of 
Miss Sunshine to Burgundy Pierce, Best Athlete 
to Robert Harris, Perfect Attendance to Tavis 
Jumper, Best Overall Student to Joseph 
Osceola, Most Imaginative & Dramatic to 
Viviana Gore and Class Leader to Isaac 
Osceola. 

The first and second grade students 
sang several songs and then their teacher, Luis 
Maisonet handed out their class awards. 

Students receiving certificates for maintaining 
“A” average were Eric Jaden Puente, Shae 
Pierce, Hubert Leon and Deliah Carillo. For 
maintaining “B” average Teacher Mike 
Zierden ’s third and fourth grade class per- 
formed an original presentation that recognized 
the contribution of those present who have 
served in the various branches of the military. 

Then everyone in the audience was 
invited to stand and join in singing “America 
the Beautiful.” Following, Zierden awarded cer- 
tificates to Kaley Riley for maintaining “A+” 
average and to Christopher Olivarez, Trewston 
Pierce and Ty Pierce for maintaining a “B+” 
average. 

Middle school students performed an 
amusing puppet show and then their teacher, 
Tere Beebe, announced their class awards. 
Students Deulle Gore, Ashton Baxley, Dalton 
Bert and Reese Bert, Jr. were all given the 
Award of Excellence. Terrence Billie was 
awarded a certificate for Perfect Attendance. 

The high school class put on a clever 
skit about getting “Stuck In Sin.” The school’s 
Administrative Assistant Angie Bert sat on the 


edge of the stage with her feet in a big box say- 
ing she was stuck in sin and would anyone 
please come help her. She wanted out. The stu- 
dents walked by and talked to her but no one 
helped her until finally one came along with a 
Bible and gave her the gospel message that 
saved her. 

Following the skit the substitute High 
School Teacher Renee Trevino gave awards for 
maintaining “B” average to Candice Summer, 
Dewell Johns, Troy Billie and Lee Anna Billie. 
Marilee Johns and Clint Bowers received 
awards for maintaining “C” average. The award 
for Most Improved went to Hilliard Gopher and 
Perfect Attendance to Troy Billie. 

Finally, Principal Darlene Holmes gave 
Special Awards to Deliah Corilla, Shae Pierce 
and Hubert Leon. Next, she gave Terrific Kids 
Awards for citizenship and random acts of kind- 
ness to: Blake Baker, Justina Martinez, Robert 
Harris, Eric Jaden Puente, Samuel Osceola, 
Deliah Carrillo, Moses Garcia, Hubert Leon, 
Shae Pierce, Christopher Olivarez, Kaley Riley, 
Ty Pierce, Brandon Billie, Shawn Billie, Duelle 
Gore, Clint Bowers and Hilliard Gopher. 

Holmes also recognized parent volun- 
teers Jay Braswell, Salina and Keith Billie, 
Barbara McAdams and Theresa Bowers. 

At this point it was time for the kinder- 
garten graduation processional. The little gradu- 
ates waited quietly at the back of the church 
and when the music “Pomp and Circumstance” 
started they took very deliberate steps as they 
headed down the aisle with the biggest grins. 

The kindergarten graduates to the First 
Grade are: Tavis Jumper, Joseph Osceola 
Viviana Gore Martinez, Isaac Osceola. 
Graduating from pre-k into kindergarten are: 
Burgundy Pierce and Robert Harris. 

“I want to congratulate all of you and 
all the students,” Pastor Johns said at the clos- 
ing. “You came through another year and I hope 
you look forward to another year.” 

This year is ending on an upbeat note. 
The graduations at FIBA are a remarkable testi- 
mony to the faith and commitment of all the 
staff and the church’s congregation that support 
the fledgling school. The school year started 
with 20 student and only two certified teachers. 

At the end of the year 35 students were 
enrolled and there are four certified teachers 
with a fifth teacher working on her degree. She 
is attending Indian River Community College. 
This year there are three graduating seniors, the 
highest number of graduates to date. 

Next year the high school students will 
also be taking classes by computer at Florida 
Virtual School. It is a unique accredited school 
taught by certified teachers that will enhance 
the students learning experience. 

Following the program there was an 
excellent lunch served. Pastor Johns said the 
teachers are the best but even the kitchen staff 
went to training on food handling and now have 
certification. 
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By Lila Osceola 

FT. LAUDERDALE, FL — Ah, graduation. 
A lot of hard work, time, talent, money and drive have 
led to this point: a milestone that will be celebrated 
photographed and remembered forever. Whether from 
high school, college, law school, medical school, or 
preschool, graduation is a wonderful time of excite- 
ment and change. 

“Bitter-sweet” are the emotions that many 
parents experienced at the graduation ceremony. So 
many thoughts and feelings flood our mind and heart, 
as we watched the little graduates stand mid-stage and 
speak, and sing in Mikasuki and Creek. 

The preschool program to which we belong 
hosts a beautiful and moving graduation ceremony 
each year. Each year, graduates from every Seminole 
reservation come together to celebrate the culmination 
of their preschool years. Fathers, mothers, siblings, 
relatives, and close friends all join in attendance on 
May 25, in a show of support for their graduate. 

The large ball room at the Hyatt Regency Pier 
66 had more than enough room to accommodate the 
hundreds of attendees that came to watch the gradu- 
ates walk across the stage. The evening started with a 
beautiful invocation by Seminole Tribal elder, Maggie 
Osceola. 

Following a beautiful dinner provided by the 
hotel, the commencement began along with the nerv- 
ousness of parents and guardians hoping that the kids 
do well. 

On each of the little Seminole faces there was 
a display of pride, not in a sense of self-esteem, but 
rather, one of delight and excitement in the awesome- 
ness of their accomplishment. As they stood before the 
whole ballroom glazy eyed from all the flash cameras 
in their face, they delivered the pledge in Creek and 
Mikasuki so bold. 

During the program part of the ceremony 
Immokalee and Big Cypress did the colors and shapes, 


Hollywood and Brighton recited the clans in their 
native language Creek or Mikasuki. Creek speakers 
recited numbers one through five, and Mikasuki 
speakers did six through 10. They even recited animals 
in colors in sentence form; for example, “ee-fe-lak-lo- 
to-me,” meaning “the dog is yellow.” 

Preschool Director Leona Tommie- Williams 
shared a few memories about this year’s graduating 
class. 

“Special things, was seeing the children from 
beginning to end how they improved in the language 
from shy to boldness, I was so proud of them when 
they got before people and showed boldness before 
hundreds of people,” she said. 

The small, dependent child who cuddled 
beside you on the couch is ever-present in our 
thoughts and stood before all of us in attendance, is 
graduating preschool and headed off to “big kid 
school,” as some kids expressed. And the vulnerable, 
independence-seeking three, four and five year old is 
still perceived as attempting to break out of his/her 
shell. 

Then, amidst tears and exhilarations, each 
child stepped up to the microphone and gave a short 
bio and proudly received their diploma and then shook 
each of the delegates hand as they walked off the stage 
soon to become kindergartners. 

Delegates in attendance to support the future 
of the Seminole Tribe were: Ft. Pierce Liaison Sally 
Tommie, President/Vice Chairman Moses Osceola, 
Hollywood Council Representative Max B. Osceola 
Jr., Brighton Council Representative Andrew Bowers, 
Chairman Mitchell Cypress and Big Cypress Board 
Representative Paul Bowers. 

Smiling faces, beautiful Seminole skirts and 
shirts, proud preschoolers, and yes, it was a bitter- 
sweet moment and one that we experience with every 
graduation. It was an end of a good era and always a 
beginning to a new one-kindergarten. 
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F1BA Graduates Three Seniors 


By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — The graduation of three 
high school seniors from First Indian Baptist 
Academy (FIB A) was held on May 24 in a formal 
ceremony at 6 p.m. attended by friends and family. 

The graduates are: Marilee Johns, the class 
salutatorian, Candice Simmer, the class valedictori- 
an and Le Anna Billie. All three were recognized 
by Principal Darlene Holmes as “Outstanding.” 

The honored speakers were Brighton’s 
Council Representative Andrew Bowers, Board 
President Moses Osceola and Chairman Mitchell 
Cypress. 

The church sanctuary was decorated with 
lovely bouquets of flowers and balloons in the royal 
colors of red, black and yellow/gold. The music 
was provided by teachers Mike Zierden at the 
piano, Luis Maisonet on saxophone, teacher 
Kathleen Thompson sang the “National Anthem.” 

The High School Band, also known as the 
Brighton Boys Band, performed two excellent orig- 
inal compositions. Mackenzie Johns sang a song 
accompanied by her brother, Dewell Johns, gui- 
tarist. For the first time the schools new “Alma 
Mater” was sung by all. 

The invocation was given by Little Mr. 
Seminole Eric Puente. 

An enjoyable interlude in the graduation 
formalities was a computerized slide show with 
taped music showing lifetime photos of the three 
graduates from babyhood, through childhood to the 
present day. It brought many smiles from families 
and friends as they viewed the memorable photo- 
graphs. 

Bowers gave thoughtful counsel to the 
graduating class about planning for a successful and 
happy future. 

“I am going to talk a little bit about being 
wise so hopefully what I have to say will stick with 
you,” he told the three young women. 

He said they have two important choices 
to make; one is whom they choose to be their 
friends and acquaintances and the other is the path 
they follow in their life’s work. He reminded them 
that they are now entering the adult world but they 
are not yet adults. 

“You are just beginning your life so keep 
that in mind. You are going to make choices in this 
world and you want to be careful about the people 
you associate with,” he said. 

He advised the graduates to set reasonable 
goals and if they are not sure what it is they want to 
accomplish in life to take time to think about it. He 
suggested they look in the mirror every morning 
and ask themselves what they want to be doing 10 
years from now. He said if they don’t know, to keep 
asking themselves that question every day until 
they get the answer and then when they discover 
what they really want to be to “go for it.” 

“Along the way there are bumps in the 


road. We all make mistakes. You are human,” he 
continued. “But, deal with it. Don’t run but learn 
from it and move on.” 

Then he said that “somewhere along the 
path of life you will get lost. When you get lost try 
to go back to who you are and what you are.” 

He counseled the young women to return 
to their roots, to their community and seek advice. 
He said there are many wise elders in the communi- 
ty who will help them. 

“If you simply want to talk I am always 
around,” he told the attendees and graduates. 

The last point Bowers stressed was: “Once 
you set your goals you can become anything you 
want to be as long as you have nothing against hard 
work.” 

Both President Osceola and Chairman 
Cypress spoke as well. 

Osceola told the girls they can become 
whatever they want in life and going on to college 
is an option for them. 

“I would tell you to attend the best schools 
you can find to get the best education you can get,” 
he said. “The Tribe will support you all the way.” 

Cypress told the girls they have the choice 
to be whatever they want but “just remember to 
come back. Tribal leaders are always happy to see 
the kids grow up and graduate.” 

Congratulations were also extended to the 
graduates from Big Cypress Board Representative 
Paul Bowers. 

Osceola made a point to congratulate 
Pastor Wonder Johns for his enduring faith in his 
school and staff and for the great work the academy 
is doing. 

“I know one day this school will be a big 
school,” Osceola said. “It will continue to survive 
and grow. I think it is a great institution and a need- 
ed institution.” 

Graduate Marilee Johns said she was very 
thankful to all who had helped her achieve this 
momentous accomplishment in life. 

“Without the help of this school and my 
friends I wouldn’t have graduated,” she said. 

“Thank you Mom and Dad for not letting me give 
up.” 

Valedictorian Candice Simmer also 
thanked the teachers and the school, her family and 
especially her fiends for being by her side. Both 
girls could barely hold back the tears. 

The high school graduation was a truly 
lovely and emotional affair with lots of hugs, happi- 
ness and hopefulness for a shining future, both for 
the graduates themselves and for this private 
Christian school. It was a testimony to the belief 
and strength of those who have made great sacri- 
fices; to the loyal and supportive parents, the teach- 
ers and administrators, that wish to create a place 
where children can achieve. 
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School Year Ends With Student Awards, 
Kindergarten Graduation 


By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — Kindergarten gradua- 
tion at First Indian Baptist Academy (FIB A) 
was an enjoyable event for grandparents, par- 
ents, teachers and students. The Graduation & 
End of the Year Program on May 24 started off 
with humorous skits, praise songs, readings, a 
puppet show, prayers and scripture recitals. 

Students performed with enthusiasm. 
Some were shy and fidgeted while others are 
just natural performers, but all tried their best. 
This year the school strived to encourage dra- 
matic creativity and musical expression. 

Pastor Wonder Johns said he believes 
public speaking is one of the hardest but more 
important skills to learn in life and he wants the 
school children to feel comfortable speaking 
and performing in front of an audience. 

Progress shows as the youth get up on stage 
now demonstrating more confidence than ever. 

The End of the Year Program started 
with an opening prayer by student and Little 
Mr. Seminole Eric Jaden Puente, who already 
seems to have a gift for public speaking at his 
tender age. Kat Thompson, the kindergarten 
teacher, sang a lovely rendition of “The Star 
Spangled Banner.” Then she led her kinder- 
garten class in the singing of several lively 
songs including a robust “Jesus Loves Me.” 

Then Thompson presented her class 
awards. She gave a certificate for the Most 
Acrobatic to Justina Martinez, the award of 
Miss Sunshine to Burgundy Pierce, Best Athlete 
to Robert Harris, Perfect Attendance to Tavis 
Jumper, Best Overall Student to Joseph 
Osceola, Most Imaginative & Dramatic to 
Viviana Gore and Class Leader to Isaac 
Osceola. 

The first and second grade students 
sang several songs and then their teacher, Luis 
Maisonet handed out their class awards. 

Students receiving certificates for maintaining 
“A” average were Eric Jaden Puente, Shae 
Pierce, Hubert Leon and Deliah Carillo. For 
maintaining “B” average Teacher Mike 
Zierden ’s third and fourth grade class per- 
formed an original presentation that recognized 
the contribution of those present who have 
served in the various branches of the military. 

Then everyone in the audience was 
invited to stand and join in singing “America 
the Beautiful.” Following, Zierden awarded cer- 
tificates to Kaley Riley for maintaining “A+” 
average and to Christopher Olivarez, Trewston 
Pierce and Ty Pierce for maintaining a “B+” 
average. 

Middle school students performed an 
amusing puppet show and then their teacher, 
Tere Beebe, announced their class awards. 
Students Deulle Gore, Ashton Baxley, Dalton 
Bert and Reese Bert, Jr. were all given the 
Award of Excellence. Terrence Billie was 
awarded a certificate for Perfect Attendance. 

The high school class put on a clever 
skit about getting “Stuck In Sin.” The school’s 
Administrative Assistant Angie Bert sat on the 


edge of the stage with her feet in a big box say- 
ing she was stuck in sin and would anyone 
please come help her. She wanted out. The stu- 
dents walked by and talked to her but no one 
helped her until finally one came along with a 
Bible and gave her the gospel message that 
saved her. 

Following the skit the substitute High 
School Teacher Renee Trevino gave awards for 
maintaining “B” average to Candice Summer, 
Dewell Johns, Troy Billie and Lee Anna Billie. 
Marilee Johns and Clint Bowers received 
awards for maintaining “C” average. The award 
for Most Improved went to Hilliard Gopher and 
Perfect Attendance to Troy Billie. 

Finally, Principal Darlene Holmes gave 
Special Awards to Deliah Corilla, Shae Pierce 
and Hubert Leon. Next, she gave Terrific Kids 
Awards for citizenship and random acts of kind- 
ness to: Blake Baker, Justina Martinez, Robert 
Harris, Eric Jaden Puente, Samuel Osceola, 
Deliah Carrillo, Moses Garcia, Hubert Leon, 
Shae Pierce, Christopher Olivarez, Kaley Riley, 
Ty Pierce, Brandon Billie, Shawn Billie, Duelle 
Gore, Clint Bowers and Hilliard Gopher. 

Holmes also recognized parent volun- 
teers Jay Braswell, Salina and Keith Billie, 
Barbara McAdams and Theresa Bowers. 

At this point it was time for the kinder- 
garten graduation processional. The little gradu- 
ates waited quietly at the back of the church 
and when the music “Pomp and Circumstance” 
started they took very deliberate steps as they 
headed down the aisle with the biggest grins. 

The kindergarten graduates to the First 
Grade are: Tavis Jumper, Joseph Osceola 
Viviana Gore Martinez, Isaac Osceola. 
Graduating from pre-k into kindergarten are: 
Burgundy Pierce and Robert Harris. 

“I want to congratulate all of you and 
all the students,” Pastor Johns said at the clos- 
ing. “You came through another year and I hope 
you look forward to another year.” 

This year is ending on an upbeat note. 
The graduations at FIBA are a remarkable testi- 
mony to the faith and commitment of all the 
staff and the church’s congregation that support 
the fledgling school. The school year started 
with 20 student and only two certified teachers. 

At the end of the year 35 students were 
enrolled and there are four certified teachers 
with a fifth teacher working on her degree. She 
is attending Indian River Community College. 
This year there are three graduating seniors, the 
highest number of graduates to date. 

Next year the high school students will 
also be taking classes by computer at Florida 
Virtual School. It is a unique accredited school 
taught by certified teachers that will enhance 
the students learning experience. 

Following the program there was an 
excellent lunch served. Pastor Johns said the 
teachers are the best but even the kitchen staff 
went to training on food handling and now have 
certification. 
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Special Council 
Meeting Held 
in Hollywood 

By Janice Billie 

HOLLYWOOD — On June 
16 the Seminole Tribal Council held a 
special meeting at the Hollywood 
Headquarters. Before the official busi- 
ness of the meeting began there were 
several presentations made to the coun- 
cil. 

The first presentation was a 
plaque given to Chairman Mitchell 
Cypress by football coach Ronald 
Thurston of Pompano, Fla. Thurston 
coaches the Pompano Cowboys, a team 
of six to eight year old in the South 
Florida Football League. 

Cypress donated uniforms and 
cleats to the team when he learned of 
their need. It was the first time in 1 0 
years new equipment was acquired. 

The team went 10-3 in the 2005-2006 
season. Thurston is an officer with the 
Broward Sheriff’s Office, who volun- 
teers his time to the league. 

The next presentation was 
from the Tennessee T-Cakes company 
in Nashville, Tenn. This company is 
co-owned by Tribal citizen Gladys 
Bowers Bratcher and her business part- 

❖ See COUNCIL, page 6 


4th of July Events 

Hollywood \ Skins Golf Tournament 

Hillcrest Golf Course 
8 a.m. 

Bowling Tournament 
University Lanes 

11 a.m. 

4 th of July Celebration 
Hwd Gym 4 p.m. 
Fireworks @ dark 

Big Cypress 4th of July Celebration 
Rodeo Grounds @12 p.m. 
Fireworks @ dark 
Pool Tournament 
B.C. Gym -@ 12 p.m. 
Firecracker 5k walk/run 
Canal Bank Road- 
across from Sadie’s 
Registration 6:30 a.m. 
Start 7:00 a.m. 

Brighton 4 th of July Festivities 

@ Gym -Start 6 p.m. 



Judy Weeks 

Administration Building completed for occupancy with helicopter pad on roof. Ribbon cutting ceremony on 
June 14, 2006. 


Grand Opening Ceremony held for 
Immokalee Administration Building 


By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — June 14 
marked the beginning of a new era 
for the Immokalee community. The 
ribbon cutting ceremony for the long 
awaited Immokalee Administration 
Building took place before a crowd 
of approximately 250 people. Tribal 
officials and citizens had traveled 
from several reservations to help the 
residents of Immokalee celebrate this 
important occasion. 

Director of Utilities Susie 
Kippenberger made the introductions 
for the ceremony in front of the three 
story multi-purpose facility which 
had just been completed and pre- 
pared for occupancy. 

“It is my pleasure to wel- 
come everyone here today to cele- 
brate this milestone in the history of 
Immokalee,” she said. “I know that 
you have all been anxiously awaiting 
the opportunity to get a look inside, 
so I am going to ask our officials to 
please come forward to cut the rib- 
bon for us. Once inside, we will con- 


tinue our presentations, enjoy a 
luncheon buffet and tour of the struc- 
ture.” 

Immokalee Council Liaison 
Ralph Sanchez had the honor of 
operating the large green scissors 
with the assistance of Brighton’s 
Council Representative Andrew 
Bowers, while Chairman Mitchell 
Cypress, President Moses Osceola, 
Big Cypress Council Representative 
David Cypress and Hollywood 
Council Representative Max B. 
Osceola Jr. looked on. 

With a round of applause 
the ribbon fell to the ground and the 
crowd moved forward in anticipa- 
tion. 

The audience made their 
way to the dining room of the sen- 
iors’ facilities on the ground floor, 
which had been prepared for the 
event. Stepping up to the podium 
Kippenberger offered background 
information. 

“This project was first con- 
ceived in the early 90 ’s as a one 


story building, but as time dragged 
on, your community grew and so did 
its requirements,” she said. “Plans 
for this much needed three- story 
structure had replaced all previous 
expectations by the time ground was 
finally broken in November 2004. 

“Gulf Building Corporation 
was selected as contractor for the 
project with Keith and Schnars engi- 
neering firm overseeing construction 
of the over 28,000 square foot com- 
plex,” said Kippenberger. “Bob 
Mclntire of Ram Design was the 
architect for the project and has done 
a terrific job of correlating your 
needs with a very attractive struc- 
ture. The building has been designed 
to withstand over 150 mph winds 
and can be used as a shelter in times 
of hurricane or disaster. A state of 
the art generator will immediately 
take over utility operations when 
needed and there is a full service 
kitchen which can provide for the 
entire community when necessary.” 

❖ See IMMOKALEE, page 3 


Board Proposes Amendments to Bylaws, Charter 


By Shelley Marmor 

HOLLYWOOD — The Seminole Tribe of 
Florida, Inc. has not amended their corporate charter and 
bylaws since 2002, and according to General Counsel 
Travis Trueblood it was a “small change.” Before that, it 
was only amended five times since its adoption in 1957. 

Trueblood said in his six years working as the 
board’s lawyer he has been jotting down changes that 
should be made to “modernize” the charter and bylaws. 
He said many of these suggestions have come from 
Tribal citizens, something he said is very important to 
the board. 

He said the board has asked him to attend com- 
munity meetings on all reservations in the coming 
months and inform community members of what they 
are proposing before making any changes. Trueblood 


said legally “they don’t have to do this, they want to do 
this.” 

One the most significant proposed changes, 
according to Trueblood, is that the board wants to add 
four new representatives. If passed, this will mean the 
board will increase to eight total members. These repre- 
sentatives will head the Fort Pierce, Immokalee and 
Tampa reservations from the board side. 

The board also wants to add an at-large board 
representative, for a total of four new board members. 
The at-large representative will act on behalf of all non- 
resident Tribal citizens. This is the largest segment of the 
Seminole population, according to Trueblood. Each of 
these four will have full voting privileges, like those cur- 
rently serving on the board. 

❖ See AMENDMENTS, page 30 


High School Students Visit UF and FSU 



Emma Brown 


Student from Hollywood, Brighton, Ft. Pierce and Tampa stop for a picture in 
front of a roll up door at the Home of the Noles. 


By Emma Brown 

GAINESVILLE 
AND TALLAHASSEE, 

FL — The Seminole 
Tribe’s Higher Education 
Advisor and other 
Education staff took a road 
trip with students in grades 
10-12. The destinations 
were the cities of 
Gainesville and Tallahassee 
to take a tour of the homes 
of the Seminoles and the 
Gators. Two of the biggest 
college football team rivals, 
but also two of the finest 
colleges in the state and 
nation. 

The bus left 
Hollywood on Tuesday 
morning June 6 headed for 
Brighton where it picked 
up students from both 
Brighton and Ft. Pierce. 

Then it was on to 
Gainesville where the 
group met up with Tampa 
reservation students and stopped for 
the night. 

On the morning of June 7 
the group headed to Gainesville’s 
University of Florida (UF) campus 
for an extensive walking tour of the 
beautiful facilities and grounds that 
the university has to offer, while 
hearing about the wonderful pro- 
grams and majors that students had 
to choose from. 

After the UF campus tour, 
the group was taken to the Florida 
Museum of Natural History where 


they were given a personal tour. The 
most exciting room at the museum 
was the room that was full of arti- 
facts, information, and pictures of 
the Florida Seminoles. 

Many of the students 
learned things about their Tribe that 
they did not already know and saw 
pictures of their ancestors that made 
the visit to the museum extremely 
meaningful. After visiting the muse- 
um the group loaded up on the bus 
for the three hour trip to Tallahassee. 

Upon arrival in Tallahassee 


the group was met by Terence Clark, 
training coordinator for the Florida 
Governor’s Council on Indian 
Affairs, Inc., who accompanied them 
to dinner. The first thing Thursday 
morning, June 8, the group met in 
the Westcott Building at The Florida 
State University to be welcomed by 
the University President T.K. 
Wetherell. 

Wetherell greeted the stu- 
dents and expressed his desire to 
have them all attend the university. 

❖ See UNIVERSITY page 11 


Chilocco Honors 
Chairman Cypress 

By Iretta Tiger 

TULSA, OK — Since it’s opening in 1884 the 
Chilocco Agricultural Indian School has helped shape the 
minds of thousands of native youths. Among its alumni are 
some of Native America’s most accomplished, including 
actor Wes Studi and former Seminole Chairman and Indian 
Gaming pioneer 
Howard Tommie. 

From June 
9-11 the Chilocco 
National Alumni 
Association held its 
122nd Annual 
Reunion in Tulsa, 

Okla. and at this 
2006 reunion 
Chilocco inducted 
George England 
and Seminole 
Chairman Mitchell 
Cypress into their 
Hall of Fame. 

Also hon- 
ored was the 
“golden” class of 
1956. Among the 
’56 class was 
Wonder Johns who 
was also celebrat- 
ing his 50th wed- 
ding anniversary to 
wife Mary Johns. 

The 

reunion kicked off 
with a golf tourna- 
ment. For those _ 

who did not partic- Chairman Cypress 

ipate there was a 
memorabilia room 
and a hospitality room. 

The memorabilia room was great to explore. There 
were displays of those who were inducted into the hall of 
fame, displays of Chilocco ’s history and boxes of photo- 
graphs. The best part was the copies of the yearbooks; there 
were yearbooks for every year the school was open, 
1884-1980. 

Looking through the yearbooks it was great to go 
back in time to see Seminole elders in their youth. Attendees 
were able to find yearbook pictures of quite a few people 
including Cornelia Osceola, Virginia Tommie, Naomi Fewell 
and Mitchell Cypress. There was also pictures of dearly 
missed Tribal citizens: Cecil Johns, Edna Cypress and Nancy 
Motlow. 

Events for the first day of the reunion started with a 
Tribal dress fashion show where those who dressed in tribal 
regalia displayed their outfits and gave an oral history of it. 
Those from the Seminole tribe participated together as a 
group which made quite an impression. 

Chilocco alumni were treated to a beautiful per- 
formance by the Oklahoma Cherokee Nation Children’s 

❖ See CHILOCCO, page 4 




Nery Mejicano 


The BC Fathers Day celebration welcomed fathers and 
their families. 


Fathers Day in 
Big Cypress 

By Nery Mejicano 

BIG CYPRESS — The celebration started early, 
with Paul Buster, Jonah Cypress, Fred Phillips and Marie 
Phillips providing the musical entertainment. The event was 
catered by the Swamp Water Cafe, which as always enticed 
the community with a delicious and varied menu to choose 
from. Seminole fathers were joined by their children, grand- 
children, spouses and extended families to celebrate a day 
that is dedicated to them. 

The staff of the Big Cypress Recreation department 
as well as other departments joined in decorating the BC 
gym with blue and white colors, welcoming the fathers and 
their families. The highlight of the day was the arrival of the 
South American music group, of Fito Rodriguez, Goyo 
Hoyos and Peter Yanez, whose music is mostly from the 
Andes region of South America. 

The Andean flute combined with the marvelous fin- 
gers of Peter at the guitar, and the incredible playing of the 
cajon-a wooden box with a mike inside-by Goyo, made for 
a memorable musical experience. 

The first Father’s Day was observed on June 19, 
1910 in Spokane, Wash. At about the same time in various 
towns and cities across America, were beginning to celebrate 
Father’s Day. In 1924, President Calvin Coolidge supported 
the idea of a national Father’s Day. Finally in 1966 President 
Lyndon Johnson signed a presidential proclamation declaring 
the third Sunday in June as Father’s Day. 

Father’s Day has become a day to not only honor 
your father, stepfathers, uncles, grandfathers and all those 
men who by their role have become father figures. Let’s not 
honor fathers only this one day, but every day of the year for 
they have given life and love to their children and grandchil- 
dren. 

❖ See Page 31 & 32 for More Father’s Day Coverage 
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Photo Quiz 



Can you guess who we are? 



Tribal citizens may pick up a 
complimentary copy of the 
2006-January 2007 Seminole Tribal 
calendar at your reservation’s field 
office. 


This year’s calendar features 
the Big Cypress reservation’s Ah-Tah- 
Thi-Ki Museum and Billie Swamp 
Safari. 


All others may purchase cal- 
endars for $ 1 0 by ordering online at 
www.seminoletribe.com/marketplace 
or by calling Darline Buster at (954) 
966-6300, Ext 1266. 


Previous Photo Quiz 



Katy Smith - Laura Mae's Mother 


The Seminole Tribune 


I f you need a reporter or you would 
like to submit an article, birthday 
wish or poem to The Seminole 
Tribune, please contact the Editor-In- 
Chief Virginia Mitchell at (800) 683- 


7800, Ext. 1260. E-mail 
vmitchell@semtribe.com, fax (954) 
967-3482, or mail to: The Seminole 
Tribune, 6300 Stirling Road, 
Hollywood, Florida 33024. 


T he following deadlines apply to 
all submissions for inclusion 
into the Tribune : 

Issue: July 21, 2006 

Deadline: July 6, 2006 

Issue: August 11, 2006 

Deadline: July 27, 2006 

Issue: September 1, 2006 

Deadline: August 17, 2006 

Issue: September 21, 2006 

Deadline: September 7, 2006 

Please note: Late submissions will be 
posted in the following issue. 

Advertising: 

Advertising rates along with sizes and 
other information may be downloaded 
from the internet at: 
www.seminoletribe.com/tribune. 


Postmaster: 

Send Address Changes to: 
The Seminole Tribune 
6300 Stirling Road 
Hollywood, FL 33024 


Editor-In-Chief: Virginia Mitchell 
Editor: Janice Billie 
Assistant Editor: Shelley Marmor 
Proofreader: Elrod Bowers 
Business Manager: Darline Buster 
Graphic Designer: Melissa Sherman 
Design Assistant: Stephen Galla 
Production Assistant: Lila Osceola 
Reporter: Chris Jenkins 
Photo Archivist: Felix DoBosz 
Receptionist: Sherry Maraj 

Contributors: 

Emma Brown, Judy Weeks, Kenny 
Bay on, Tony Heard, Iretta Tiger, 
Adelsa Williams, Susan Etxebarria 


The Seminole Tribune 

is a member of the Native American 
Journalists Association. Letters/e- 
mails to the editor must be signed and 
may be edited for publication. 
Subscription rate is $30 per year by 
mail. Make checks payable to The 
Seminole Tribune , 6300 Stirling 
Road, Hollywood, FL 33024. Phone: 
(954) 967-3416. Fax: (954) 967-3482. 
Or subscribe on the Internet at 
www.seminoletribe.com 
© Seminole Tribe of Florida 


All tribal citizens of The Seminole Tribe of Florida who live out of state are eligible 
to receive a free subscription of The Seminole Tribune. Please fill out the information 
below and mail to:The Seminole Tribune 6300 Stirling Road, Room 235 - 
Hollywood, FL 33024 


Name 

Tribal Roll Number 

Address 

City State Zip 

Phone 

E-mail 

Additional Info 

As soon as we receive this information, your subscription will be mailed to you. 




I always think of the past when a spe- 
cial holiday arrives and about what 
we had back when I was a young boy. 
We couldn ’t afford fireworks on the reser- 
vations and no big celebrations. We knew 
it was a holiday because we heard about 
it on the radio, but finances wouldn l 
allow us to have what we now have. 

, Sometimes, the lit up Big Cypress sky 
m^would show us what was being done far 
J^away in a nearby town. 

Today, we have so much to cele- 

S brate. We have our people and nice 
homes, cars, trucks and we are able to 
look to tomorrow with pride and provide 
an excellent education for our children. 

Now when the fireworks go off 
on each reservation, not only are we cele- 


brating the 4th of July, but all the bless- 
ings the Tribe has received. There is still 
a lot to accomplish but we are putting our\ 
goals in a line and meeting our objectives | 
one at a time. Be happy because life is 
good and the future... very promising. 

I want to wish all my Seminole 
people and staff a happy holiday. 
Remember to thank the Almighty for what | 
He has given. Happy 4th and enjoy! 

Mitchell Cypress , Chairman 
Seminole Tribe of Florida 





I hope everyone will have an enjoyable 
4 th of July holiday ! 


Our freedom has cost us many 
\American lives, including the lives of 
many American Indians. Many of our 
Seminoles have served with the US 
' iArmed Forces and we should be proud of 
them ! Lets especially remember our 
Seminole warriors who fought and gave 
their lives so that our people could 
p remain in Florida, our homeland. We 
fmeed to always honor them ! 

Osceola, one of our greatest 
. warriors, remains buried in South 


ft 


Carolina; we need to honor his wish to 
be buried among his own people ! He has 
certainly earned that right! 

So, as we celebrate our freedom, 
let’s remember the great contribution 
made to America s freedom by American 
Indians ! 




Moses Osceola , President 

Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc. 


\r 


Survey of the Seminoles of Florida 


By Roy Nash 

[Editor ’s Note: This is a verbatim re-print 
of a survey of the Seminole Indians by Roy 
Nash conducted on behalf of the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs in 1930. This is Part 6 of a 
series The Seminole Tribune will re-print 
in its entirety. Please see the July 21 issue 
of The Tribune for Part 7. ] 

Excerpt 18. Part 1: The Florida 

Seminoles 

SEMINOLE SURVEY OF 1930 

By Roy Nash 


CHAPTER III 

A TYPICAL CAMP OF 1930 
SECTION 1: RETREAT 

For well over a hundred years 
now the Seminole has heard, and perforce 
heeded, the command, “Move on you dirty 
dogs!” When Bartram traveled among 
them in 1774, Indians not only had free 
range of the whole peninsula but in cypress 
canoes large enough to hold 20 to 30 men 
they regularly crossed to Cuba and the 
Bahamas. Before the Seminole war about 
200 were in the habit of training at the 
Indian Key, off lower Matacumbe. Now, 
no Seminole bathes in the sea or navigates 
salt water, except one or two who occa- 
sionally drift down into the Ten Thousand 
Islands. 

When MacCauley traveled among 
them in 1880, 22 years after Billy Bowlegs 
surrendered and 
went West, the 
camps of the 
Seminoles were 
located in five main 
groups: (1) In the 
Devil’s Garden 
southeast of 
LaBelle; (2) on 
Fisheating Creek, 
which flows into 
Lake Okeechobee 
from the west; (3) 
on Catfish Lake 
which lies between 
Lakes Pierce and 
Rosalie just east of 
the city of Lake Wales; (4) on the Miami 
River; and (5) on Cow Creek, 10 or 15 
miles northeast of Okeechobee City. 

“The moving lines on the white 
population are closing in upon the land of 
the Seminoles,” wrote MacCauley. “There 
is no farther retreat to which they can go.” 

He was wrong. 

The Devil’s Garden, Fisheating 
Creek, Catfish Lake, the Miami River, 

Cow Creek — that white men would ever 
want such remote places did seem incredi- 
ble. Yet the Seminoles in four of those five 
regions have heard the word again, “Move 
on, you dirty dogs!” Cattlemen from Fort 
Myers and hunters from La Belle crowded 
them out of the Devil’s Garden and com- 
pelled their retreat into the Big Cypress 
swamp. The Atlantic Coast Line, a hard- 
surface road and the sugar plantations 
around Moore Haven have crowded the 
Indians off Fisheating Creek. The Bok 
Tower looks down upon the old Catfish 
settlement, from which Tallahaskee and his 
band were driven in 1885, retreating across 
the Kissimmee prairies to Cow Creek. The 
greatest city in Florida has grown up about 
the camps in Miami River, metamorphos- 
ing one of them into a catchpenny for 
tourists where once upstanding men can 
now be viewed as exhibits coordinate with 


snakes and alligators. Only the Cow 
Creeks occupied swamps so little desire- 
able that they have been suffered to remain 
there 50 years. 

SECTION 2: 
SEMINOLE 
CAMPS OF 
1930 

The location of present Seminole 
habitations is shown on my map of “ 
Permanent Seminole Camps.” By perma- 
nent camps I mean 
habitations which 
can not be packed 
up and moved, 
many of them are 
occupied only part 
of the year. In the 
nature of things, 
such a map can lay 
claim neither to pre- 
cision or complete- 
ness; it does indi- 
cate the extent of 
Seminole dispersal. 

Mr. Earl Anderson, 

Indian enumerator 
for the 1930 census, 
says that in Monroe county there are 
Indians on Rock Creek and Shark River, 
with Chokoloskee as their trading point. I 
found none as far south as Shark River. 
Ingram Billy has his camp on Lostmans 
River, Charlie Jumper (Chief Charlie) has 
his permanent camp 
beside the road at 
Monte Carlo 
Casino, and Jim 
Tiger camps down 
there somewhere. In 
Collier County there 
is Charlie Tigertail’s 
camp on Turner 
River and a score or 
more in the Big 
Cypress and on the 
edge of the 
Everglades, all of 
them east of the 
Everglades- 
Immokalee Road. From this group a band 
of 30 or 40 under Josie Billy migrated to 
st. Petersburg last winter to exhibit them- 
selves in an amusement park. 

The few camps in Hendry County 
are all south of the Devil’s Garden; white 
hunters and trappers have preempted the 
territory between there and La Belle. The 
Indians from both Collier and Hendry 
Counties trade at Everglades, Immokalee, 
and Fort Myers. The Indians of Glades 
County live in three 
or four camps in the 
“Cabbage Woods” 
south of Brighton, 
using Brighton and 
Okeechobee as their 
trading points. I 
know of no perma- 
nent camps in 
Highlands County, 
although the Indians 
hunt as far north as 
Lake Istokpoga. The 
Cow Creek camps 
are 8 to 10 miles 
northeast of 
Okeechobee City, chiefly in St. Lucie 
County. Indians came into Kenansville, in 
Osceola County, but so far as I can learn 
they camp on the Brevard County side of 
the line, on Ten Mile Creek and the Blue 


Cypress. This is right at the headwaters of 
the St. Johns River, 180 miles from the 
camps in Monroe County. There are no 
Indians in Florida north of the headwaters 
of the St. Johns. 

Coming south along the east 
coast, the venerable Billy Smith, medicine 
man for all these Okeechobee Indians, has 
his camp in the swamp 6 miles northeast of 
Fort Drum, in the southwest corner of 
Indian River County. In western St. Lucie 
County there are a few camps both north 

and south of the Fort 
Pierce-Okeechobee 
Road; these Indians 
trade in both county 
seats. In Martin 
County there are is 
but one Indian fami- 
ly, living between 
Indian town and the 
lake. In Palm Beach 
County there is one 
camp. And in 
Broward County 
there are the sick 
and indigent on the 
reservation at Dania, 
as well as the 
Osceolas and Tommies who were crowded 
from their Fort Lauderdale hammock in the 
days of the boom and the Jumpers crowded 
from the coast a few miles south. In Dade 
County there are the Indians on exhibition 
at Musa Isle and in Coppinger’s Tropical 
Gardens in the city of Miami; also one 
camp 1 5 miles west of Homestead, and 
perhaps two or three camps on islands in 
the Everglades north of the Tamiami Trail. 

Inasmuch as all Indian habitations 
on the east coast between the head of Lake 
Okeechobee and Miami are the white 
man’s creations, this region can not be con- 
sidered Indian country at all in the sense 
that Cow Creek and the Big Cypress are 
Indian country. Number 6 of the 
Okeechobee camps and represents a band 
of 8 or 1 0 Indians who live in an old house 
on the farm of a friendly white man, Mr. 
Clarence Summerlin; they come and go 
working for him when he has work fro 
them, hunting and berrying as the mood 
strikes them, distinctly a transition type. In 
No. 11 of the Okeechobee camps, Dan 
Parker houses his family in an old barn and 
makes a precarious living as a casual 
laborer. Number 12 of the Okeechobee 
camps represents an experiment in interra- 
cial friendship which is only 2 months old; 
Mrs. Ella Montgomery, a sister of former 
Chief Justice White, by the gift of a Ford 
car persuaded the family of Charlie 

Cypress to abandon 
his home in the Big 
cypress and build a 
camp adjoining 
Mrs. Montgomery’s 
home in 

Loxahatchee Farms, 
10 miles west of 
Palm Beach. 

The larger 
Seminole camps are 
simply multiples of 
the typical camp 
described in 
Chapter 1 . The 
largest group in the 
Cypress camping at one place numbers 
between 40 and 50, and at the camp of 
Billie Stewart and Charlie Snow south of 
Brighton there were about 25 living when I 
was last there. 



Traditional family campsite 



Family chickee 



John Poole in canoe 


Letters & E-mail 


Please send all letters to 6300 Stirling Road, Hollywood, FL 33024 
❖tribune@semtribe.com ❖ 


Dear Editor, 

I work in marketing & public 
relations at Florida Hospital in Sebring. We 
do a monthly publication for our employ- 
ees, which includes a small “Day Trip” 
column. 

I recently visited Billie Swamp 
Safari and had a great stay. I wrote an arti- 
cle but would love it if you could forward 
me a high resolution photo. Thank you so 
much. 

Sincerely, 

Machelle Johnson 

Marketing & Public Relations 

Dear Ms. Johnson, 


Che hun ta mo (Hello) from the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida! Thank you for 
your kind e-mail about your visit to Billie 
Swamp Safari. We have replied via email 
with a few images for you to use in your 
“ Day Trip 99 column in your employee 
publication. 

We truly appreciate your assis- 
tance with our tourism marketing efforts. 

Sincerely, 

Cindy Malin 

Communications Manager 
Dear Editor, 

Can you tell me if one of your 
casinos is near Disney World in Florida? 


Thanks, 

Joyce Folkens 

Dear Ms. Folkens, 

The Seminole Hard Rock Hotel 
& Casino located in Tampa is just 45 min- 
utes west on 1-4 from the Disney area. 

You can get directions on our website at 
www.seminolehardrock.com. Just click on 
the Tampa location. 

Hope to see you soon, 

John Fontana 
General Manager 
Tampa Hard Rock 
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Immokalee 


Continued from page 1 


kitchen which can provide for the entire community 
when necessary.” 

Continuing she said, “The first floor will 
house the department of elders and their Hot Meals 
facilities. The library and educational counselors will 
occupy the second floor. Offices spaces are designated 
on the third floor for Administration and the roof top 
is equipped with a state of the art helicopter pad. 
Before proceeding with our speakers, Immokalee sen- 
ior Louise Motlow will give the invocation.” 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress addressed the 
gathering in Miccosukee and then recalled the history 
of the Immokalee reservation. 

“During the late 50’s and early 60 ’s some of 
our people began settling in the Immokalee area 
because there was work to be found on the local 
farms and ranches,” he said. “What started out as a 
few chickees over on the curve, eventually developed 
into a small village. The youngsters became students 
in the local schools and as squatters on the land, it 
was becoming necessary to look for a more perma- 
nent home. 

“The initial 5.7 acres of land was donated for 
their use. Women like Lena Frank, Mary Watts, Lucy 
Johns, Louise Motlow, Elaine Aguilar and Nancy 
Motlow, to name a few, built a village which eventu- 
ally became the Immokalee Reservation. What began 
as chickees and then trailers, became a small field 
office and now a three story office building with 


Judy Weeks 


(L-R) Norita Yzaguirre, Elaine Aguilar, Joe Kippenberger, Paul Bowers, John Collins and Susie 
Kippenberger. 


into a Hot Meals for our seniors, Education depart- 
ment, Library and Administrative Offices. We came 
from nothing and today we have something to get 
down on our knees and thank God for,” Aguilar said in 
a burst of tears. 

Coming to her rescue, Susie Kippenberger 
acknowledged the representatives from Gulf Building 
Corporation and Director of Education Cindy Hughes 
before suggesting forming a line at the luncheon buf- 
fet. Commemorative paper weights with a photo of the 
building had been placed on the dining tables and tee- 
shirts were available. 

At the conclusion of the meal, tours were 
conducted of the structure. In addition to the Hot 
Meals kitchen and dining room, the first floor had a 
recreational area for the seniors in which a pool table 
was being assembled, television lounge, ceramics 
workshop and a sewing room. 

Upon arriving at the second floor, the first 
doorway gives you access to the new spacious library 
facilities, rows of shelves loaded with books and room 
for expansion, study areas and a computer lab. The 
smaller children were intrigued by the little round 
tables and small upholstered chairs. Librarian Cris 
Marrero had laid out small golden books and the 
preschoolers were already checking them out. 

Further down the hall were offices for 
Education Advisor Norita Yzaguirre, Intervention 
Counselor Diana Rocha, small interview areas and a 




New building receives roof and tower. 


Judy Weeks 


fourth floor helicopter pad. It took the effort of many 
to make this possible.” 

President/Vice Chairman Moses Osceola said: 
“If you believe in the power of prayer, you can appre- 
ciate what Louise Motlow had to say here today. This 
community has been an answer to many prayers and 
we pray now to continue to see growth, development 
and progress that will provide a future for our chil- 
dren. I congratulate Ralph Sanchez on the completion 
of this project and Elaine Aguilar and Nancy Motlow 
who were on the ground floor in it’s planning.” 

“As Mitchell said, you started with a bare 
piece of ground, then chickees with no facilities, and 
now have a state of the art Administration Building 
which can double as a shelter from storm and provide 
for the entire community in times of need. The chair- 
man and I will both have offices now on the third floor 
so that we can serve you better.” 

David Cypress said: “Today marks the com- 
pletion of a lot of work and vision on the part of many 
people. Mitchell can tell those stories because he is 
older and has a long memory,” he laughed, “but I am a 
young man with no stories. There have been so many 
elders who put their lives into making this possible 


“Em glad that I am now 55 and can eat here. You are 
very fortunate to have such a wonderful new facility. 
You are the high point of Immokalee. When I was 
young, I came here to visit and found the Seminoles 
living on a little piece of unwanted ground next to the 
landfill and detention center. This was ‘Downtown 
Motown.’ Since then you have acquired land, built 
homes, the casino, water and sewer plant and become 
the hub of the community. You can be very proud of 
your achievements.” 

Ralph Sanchez began by saying: “I remem- 
ber how excited everyone was twenty some years ago 
when we got a new office in an old house. None of us 
could even imagine that something like this would 
someday go up within our community or that we 
would have grown to need it. The progress we have 
made in the past few years is incredible and future 
plans are extraordinary. I look forward to being a part 
of this growth. I would like to invite Nancy Motlow 
to come forward at this time with an announcement.” 

Stepping forward, Nancy Motlow said: “It 
gives me great pleasure to be able to dedicate our new 
library as the Diane Yzaguirre Memorial 
Education Center. Born on August 5th, 

1963, as the daughter of Dorothy Jimmie 
and Cleofas Yzaguirre, she put a great 
deal of emphasize on the value of educa- 
tion. She completed high school in 1981, 
married and had two daughters. As she 
raised her family, she encouraged them to 
stay in school and learn everything they 
could to provide a better future for them- 
selves and their families.” 

“Never losing sight of her own 
dreams, she entered Edison Community 
College when she finished raising her 
children. She received a two year degree 
in accounting in 2004 and accepted a 
position at the Immokalee Seminole 
Casino.” 

Tearfully Nancy Motlow read a 
letter Diane had written upon receiving 
the casino job. It outlined her dreams, 
achievements and future plans which 
included returning to college to acquire a 
four year degree in accounting. 


“I recall growing up with my elders 
making a home wherever they could as they 
provided for their children. Finally, in 1968, 
they received the land across the road. I was 
living in Labelle at the time and had started 
my own family. I remember removing the 
back seat from my little old car and coming to 
haul fans for my mother, Lucy Johns, Mary 
Watts Billie, Alice Osceola and Lena Frank. 
The women were building their own chickees 
on this land that Miss Sherrod of the Roberts’ 
family had found for them. They were so 
excited because they would have something 
of their own and not be squatting on anyone 
else’s property.” 

“The elders used to say ‘Look 
beyond your nose, past the tip to the future 
for your grandchildren.’ I started working for 
Education, then Board and Council. Cox once 
asked me what I wanted for Immokalee and L- 






Exterior walls for 3rd floor are going up. 


Judy Weeks 


said a building to replace the trailer so we can expand 
and help our community grow. That wish has grown 


Judy Weeks 

Exterior stucco is complete and interior partitions are being 
constructed. 


large conference room. 

On the third floor offices had been provided 
for the community representatives, chairman, presi- 
dent, Housing and Planning department, etc. A large 
conference room dominates the center of the floor. 

The interior designers had done a remarkable 
job in furnishing the building and the members of the 
tour group were very pleased with the end result. By 
far the highlight of the day were the numerous framed 
photographs displayed throughout the building which 
been extracted from the archives of the Seminole 
Tribe. 

Traveling through the hallways, groups of 
people stood before the artworks and identified them- 
selves, family members and friends, evoking fond 
memories. Many of the photos were very old and 
offered them a glimpse into their heritage. 

Before departing, many of the guests traveled 
to the rooftop for a look at the helicopter pad and a 
few took a short ride over the reservation. However, 
the majority preferred to survey their surroundings 
from behind the safety of the lookout railings. 


Judy Weeks 

(L-R) Susie Kippenberger, David Cypress, Andrew Bowers, Mitchell Cypress, Ralph 
Sanchez, Moses Osceola and Max Osceola cut the ribbon for the new building. 


that it would be hard to put their names on the build- 
ing in recognition.” 

“Take pride in what you have and in their 
memory prevent vandalism. They would be proud to 
see what has grown from the seeds that they planted. 
What you need now is the church and it will be next. 
Plans are currently being made and before long the 
ground will be broken,” promised David Cypress. 

Looking around the room Max Osceola said, 


“Through 
some terrible twist 
of fate, Diane suf- 
fered a cerebral 
hemorrhage and was 
taken from us on 
August 30, 2004. 
Her family had to 
accept her diploma 
and the 2004 
Educational 
Incentive Award on 
her behalf,” said an 
emotional Motlow. 
“In her short life, 
she raised a family, 
got to see her grand- 
children, realized 
her education dream 
and left a legacy of 
inspiration for 
future generations. 

In placing her name 
on the library, we 
hope to encourage 
others to strive for 
an education as she 


did, so that they can help to build a bright future.” 

“This is graduation day for Immokalee and its 
citizens,” Andy Bowers said, sweeping his hand to 
encompass the building. “This has been a long time 
coming and you deserve it. Use it and take care of it. 
Congratulations!” 

Elaine Aguilar addressed the group in 
Miccosukee first and then English. 


The police know your rights - do you? 
Call my office for a free consultation 


Richard Castillo 

954 - 522-3500 


24 HOURS A DAY 


For fifteen years i have protected rights 

LIKE YOURS. MY OFFICE DEFENDS DUl’S, DRUG 
OFFENSES, SUSPENDED LICENSE, DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE, AND ALL FELONIES AND MISDEMEANORS. 


The hiring of an attorney is an important decision that should not be based solely 
upon advertisement. Richard Castillo worked as a Public Defender in Broward 
County from 1990-1996 and has been in private practice for nine years. 

In 1995 he was voted the Trial Attorney of the year He graduated from 
Capital University in 1989 and was admitted to the Florida Bar in 1990, 
Federal Bar in 1992, and the Federal Trial Bar in 1994. 


OKALEE INDIAN VI 1 1 ACE 


( 954 ) 797-5551 




Witd life presentations for 
scheduled groups of 10 or more 




Cooking, woodwork, basket 
weaving and dollmaking are 
demonstrated. 


Experience up close Florida 
Panthers, Macaws, Alligators, 
Fox, Racoons and River Otters. 


Seminole Arts 8. Crafts: 
Jewelry, clothing, woodwork 
and Seminole baskets & dolls. 


Located at the Seminole Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino inside the 
Seminole Paradise 


$8 


- 


5716 Seminole Way 
Hollywood, FL 33314 
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Iretta Tiger 


Wonder Johns 



Alice Sweat and Jenny Johns’ presentation. 


Iretta Tiger 



- # 



Iretta Tiger 


Jenny Johns 


Archie Johns 



Iretta Tiger 



HERBERT CURTIS 
Navajo 

St. Michaels, Arizona 

ROSE CURTIS 
Navajo 

St. Michaels, Arizona 

EDNA CYPRESS 
Seminole (Fla.) 

Big Cypress, Florida 


❖ 


Chilocco 


Continued from page 1 


Edna Cypress 


Iretta Tiger 


% 



Choir. The choir has performed for US presi- 
dents, at the site of the Work Trade Centers 
and at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Wall 
in Washington, D.C. 

Day one of the reunion closed with 
an indoor pow-wow. Cypress was honored at 
the pow-wow with a beautiful Pendleton 
blanket. The blanket had his name and the 
date of his hall of fame induction embroi- 
dered on it. 

On day two the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida sponsored a pool tournament. The 
tournament was held at a local billiards 
establishment. The Seminole Tribe also 
sponsored an exhibition by billiards champi- 
on Vivian Villarreal. Villarreal then offered a 
game of 9 ball to a brave few. 

The first place winners of the tour- 
nament received a Seminole jacket. Prizes 
were awarded to the top four slots in the 
men’s and women’s divisions. Tribal citizen 


Jenny Johns placed fourth in the women’s; 
one of her competitors for this place was her 
sister Alice Sweat. 

Following the tournament and the 
highlight of the reunion was the banquet. 

This much anticipated event first honored 
special awards to Juanita Tate, class of 1928, 
and Velma Jones, attended Chilocco 
1922-1933. These two ever sharp women 
were presented with gorgeous native pottery 
made especially for them by another 
Chilocco alum. 

Service awards were then presented 
to Fred and Judi Underwood, Trent and 
Peggy Tilley and Lou Ellen Henson. 

This year Chilocco inducted two of 
its alumni into their hall of fame. The first is 
George England, class of 1953, who was also 
the master of ceremonies for the banquet. 
England is also the Chairman for the 
Chilocco Hall of Fame. 

Fellow Tribal citizens and Chilocco 
alumni Jenny Johns and Alice Sweat intro- 
duced Chairman Cypress, class of 1966, with 
a slide presentation. They also provided nar- 


ration for the slides which included a very 
amusing senior photo of Cypress. 

Oklahoma Senator, artist and 
Principal Chief of the Seminole Nation of 
Oklahoma Enoch Kelly Haney presented 
Chairman Cypress. Senator Haney jokingly 
alluded to Chairman Cypress’ high school 
nickname and spoke highly of Cypress’ mer- 
its. 

“Mitchell comes for a humble 
beginning,” said Senator Haney. “Coming 
from a humble beginning makes people more 
passionate. This passion is what makes a 
good leader and it keeps you connected to 
the people.” 

Upon receiving the award Chairman 
Cypress dedicated it to the class of 1966 and 
to his Tribe. 

“I’m honored to be here with you 
all. It’s not just about me, it’s about all of us. 
We helped each other then and we’re still in 
it together now,” said Cypress. 

Next year’s reunion will be held in 
Albuquerque, N.M. For updates, please visit 
to www.chilocco.org. 



Naomi Fewell 


O 


Timmy Johns (Upper Left) 


Iretta Tiger 



SENIORS 



EUGENE TOM 
Navajo 

Body and Fender 
Brimhall, New Mex 

VIRGINIA TOMMIE 
Seminole 

Cafe Management 
Clewiston, Florida 

QUANNAH TONE* 
Kiowa-Comanche 
Auto Mechanics 
Lawton 


BETTY TOTSONI 



L _> Navajo 

Virginia Tommie 

Class of 1966 

■—I i 1 HOT 

Iretta Tiger 
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Mitchell Cypress 

Jenny Johns 



AUTO ACCIDENT PAIN!!! 

Dr, Rush Can Help You 
Successfully Treat... 

• Neck Pain 

• Lower Back Pain 

• Headaches 

• Leg & Arm Plain ^ 

• Joint Pain 
1 Muscle Plain 


We accept your insurance plan, FFO's, 
POS, Medicare, Auto Insurance. 



fbE E SPINAL EXm 

1 ee CONSULTATION 4 
TO ALL TRIBAL CITIZENS 
AND EMPLOYEES 

^ ($150 Value) 


Let Dr. Rush Help You! 

Dr. Brian C. Rush 
Chiropractic Physician 
10830 Pines Blvd. • Pembroke Pines 
(954) 432-5006 

(Located next to Rally's Gym In the Bahama Breeze plaza.) 


Even 
a fislf 




Protect yourself from 
making a mista ke 
Practice tfiese simple phrases! 

“No, you can’t search my car.” 

“No, you can’t search my home.” 
“No, I don’t want to talk with you.” 
“Call my lawyer!” 

Call Guy Seligman 

954 - 760-7600 

24 hours a day 


THE PATIENT AND ANY OTHER PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR RWMENT HAS A RIGHT TO REFUSE TO PAY. CANCEL PAYMENT. OR EE REIMBURSED FOR PAYMENT FOR ANY OTHER SERVICE, EXAMINATION, 

OR TREATMENT THAT IS PERFORMED AS A RESULT OF ANO WfTHJN 11 HOURSOF RESPONDING TO THE ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE FREE. DISCOUNTED FEE. OR REDUCED FEE SERVICE. EXAMINATION, OR TREATMENT 


The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision tbal should no! be based solely upon advertisement. Guy J. Seligman worked as a Certified Legal Intern In both the 
State Attorney and Public Defenders offices in Dade and Broward County; he has been in private praclice for 16 years. He graduated Irom Nova Southeastern Uni- 
versity Law School in 1987. and was admitted to the Florida Bar in 1 988. 



Commissions, Portraits, Table top, Life 
Si ze & M omrmentai s cu Lpt i i re s J 
Email for a quote to 
bra d l ey 'N'b ro nze bycoo I ey .co m 
Phone 850-99/ -4680 
w w w,b ro nzebyooo I ey xo m 
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New Generators Installed at Headquarters 
Just in time for the 2006 hurricane season 


By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD — On June 1 the start of 
hurricane season new generators were installed on top 
of a giant concrete slab at the Hollywood 
Headquarters. One turbo diesel generator supplies 500 
KW of power for the central air conditioning system. 
The other generator unit supplies 310 KW of power to 
keep all electrical components and various other infra- 
structures such as the tribe’s computer network at full 
capacity for six to eight days. 



Electrical workers hook up generators. 


Felix DoBosz 


The generators were hoisted by a large indus- 
trial crane onto their final installation place adjacent to 
the NW Parking area where the Employee Park is 
located. John Snowdy, president of JBS Electric, Inc., 
who is the electrical contractor responsible for the 
installation on this complex project offered comments. 

“These generators will provide a full load 
automatically when and if the power fails,” he said. 
“The storage tanks hold a combination of approximately 



Seminole Tribe of Florida 
Emergency Services 

Portable Generator 

SAFETY 


ft Keep children away from portable generators 
at all times. 

The dangers are biitnv from hot exhaust, electrical 
shock and carbon mononide 

ft Inspect the generator for damage or loose 
fuel lines. 


ft Keep the generator away from open windows, 
doors or vents. 

Tho danger is carbon monoxide. an odprless, 
colorless gas that can kill if inhaled 

ft Use the generator outdoors 10 feet away 
from the house. 

This will help to isolate the equipment if there is a 
fire or exposure to carbon monoxide gas. 

ft Don't refuel a generator while it Is running 
and never store fuel indoor*. 

Generator must be turned off before refueling and 
allowed to cool down for a few minutes. There are 
very hot areas Ihat can ignite the fuel. 

ft Plug appliances directly into the generator. 

We recommend using a minimum 12 guage 
outdoor extension card that Is grounded 
(three prongs). 

ft Never plug your generator directly into your 
home electrical system. 

Back feed from the generator tan energize the power 
grid and cause severe electrical shock. 

ft Please read and follow the instructions from 
the generator manufacturer. 

Each generator manufacturer has different 
instructions although the safely requirements are 
generally the same. 

ft Generators emit carbon monoxide [an 
odorless and colorless gas). 

ft Install a carbon monoxide detector near the 
closest door or window to the generator. 

We recommend this and can provide them to tribal 
members. 



Call Fire Prevention Ufe/Safety (863) 9S3-1996 
Disaster Hot Line (800) 617^7514 



Felix DoBosz 

Crane lifts new diesel generator to concrete slab. 


2700 gallons of diesel fuel, which should provide 
plenty of fuel before a refill is needed.” 

Building and Grounds Director Joe 
Kippenberger said: “The new generators will be up 
and running and providing the added security and 
safety needed during an emergency outage. Everybody 
will be able to work normally during rescue efforts.” 

Kippenberger explained that a new 100 KW 
generator and a 400 gallon tank were also installed at 
Seminole Police Department’s headquarters in 
Hollywood. 

The Brighton Field Office water tower and 
treatment facility will also have a generator for power 
outages. There are more plans in the works for 
installing more generators for individual’s Tribal citi- 
zen’s homes. 

Kippenberger recommends not to buy units 
from the Home Depot because the units are only 1 5 
KW’s and might bum up mnning a house for 24 hours 
a day. The units Kippenberger is getting quotes on and 
planning to install for tribal members homes are the 
larger 33 KW’s. 

On June 5, Hollywood experienced a power- 
ful late afternoon storm that tore trees and branches 
apart and knocked out FP&L power at headquarters. 
The lights went out at headquarters and five seconds 
later the new generators kicked in and brought power 
back online to the office building, ironically the gener- 
ators were to be tested that very afternoon and per- 
formed successfully, exactly as they were designed to 
do. 



Felix DoBosz 

Three transfer switch units installed onto building. 




— ♦ — 

DUI 

VOP 

Felony & Misdemeanor 
Domestic Violence 
Family Law 
Child Support 
Traffic Tickets 
♦ 

606 West Sugarland Hwy. 
Clewiston, Florida 

♦ 


The Law Office of 

Joseph “Jody” M. Hendry, II 

863-983-LAWS (5297) 


Tips for Preventing Wildfires 


Submitted by Lt. David 
Logan, Lead Fire Inspector 

Wildfires often begin 
with little or no warning. They 
spread quickly, destroying 
trees, bmsh, and your home. 
The major cause of most wild- 
fires is due to people leaving 
campfires burning, discarding 
cigarettes out automobile win- 
dows, and children playing 
with matches. 

Play it safe by mak- 
ing sure campfires are out 
completely, do not discard 
cigarettes out the car window, 
and keep matches out of the 
reach of children. There are 
just several things that you 
can do to prevent and 
protect your home from 
such fires. 

Here are a few 
more helpful hints: 

Fire Wise 
Landscaping: 

Create a 30 to 
50 foot safety zone 
around your home by 
raking leaves, branches 
and clearing all flamma- 
ble vegetation, remove 
leaves, twigs from gut- 
ters, trim tree branches 
that extend over your 



Photo submitted by Eva Cain, PIO 

(L-R) BC Station 2 FF/EMTs Cory 
Brown and David Coosia extinguish a 
small grass fire. The fire was located on 
the side of Josie Billie Highway, just 
south of the reservation line. The cause 
of the fire was undetermined. 


Other Ideas to protect vour home and yourself 

Install smoke detectors on all levels of your 
home, especially near bedrooms, Test them on a 
monthly basis and change batteries twice a year. 

Install at least two ABC type fire extin- 
guishers in your home, one in the kitchen, one in the 
garage and teach family how to use them 

Post emergency numbers by every phone 

Plan several escape routes from your house 
and a central meeting place for family members. 

Choose a contact person for everyone to 
call 

Remember, fire prevention begins with 
you. Together we can make this a safe community. 


roof, plant fire resistant shrubs 
and trees s such as Dogwood, 
Sycamore, Magnolia, Oaks, 
Red Maple, prune tree branch- 
es and shrubs within 1 5 feet of 
the ground, a well irrigated 
area around your house, 
mulch, even though it retains 
soil moisture, can dry out and 
become flammable, have the 
power company remove tree 
branches that are near or touch 
power lines, remove any vines 
or any combustible that cling 
to outside walls and keep 
grass low. 

Fire Wise Designs: 

Use a fire resistant or 
non-combustible material on 
roofs and exterior struc- 
ture of your home, treat 
structures that may be 
attached to your house 
with fire resistive materi- 
al (UL approved fire- 
retardant chemicals), 
Class-A asphalt shingles, 
slate or clay tile, metal 
are good fire resistive, 
non-combustible roofing 
materials, use wire mesh 
no larger than one-eighth 
of an inch thick around 
all vents to prevent sparks 
from entering your home. 


REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 
RFP OT060730 

MOSCAD INSTALLATION FOR THE DISTRICT’S 
SURFACE-WATER NETWORK 

The Procurement Department of the South Florida Water Management District will 
receive sealed proposals at the 2nd Floor, B-1 Building, 3301 Gun Club Road, West 
Palm Beach, Florida, 33406, for MOSCAD installation for the District’s surface-water 
network on July 7, 2006, at 2:30 P.M. local time, at which time proposals will be 
opened and publicly read. 

An optional PRE-PROPOSAL CONFERENCE will be held June 7, 2006, at 2:00 
P.M. 3301 Gun Club Road, West Palm Beach, FL 33406, Building B-1, 3B Bridge 
Conference Room. All proposals must conform to the instructions in the Request for 
Proposals and include a properly executed Contract Compliance Disclosure Form. 

Solicitation documents will be available May 26, 2006 in the SFWMD Procurement 
Office, at the above address, by downloading a free copy from the District’s website 
at www.sfwmd.gov, by calling (561 ) 687-6391 . Interested respondents may also call 
the 24-hour BID HOTLINE 800-472-5290. The public is invited to attend the RFP 
opening. Information on the status of this solicitation can be obtained at our 
web site - www.sfwmd.gov. 

For more information, please contact Don Hill, Contract Specialist at (561) 682-2045. 



Hurricane Season is Here! 

Secure Your Home and Family 

Featuring the 



* Approved for Dade and Broward High Velocity area Zone 5 

Now Available the New "Clear Shutter Panel" 

Free Estimates! 

Call Now for Fast Service 
5% off - Mention this Ad 
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Hurricane Protection 

Call Lisa Bonawitz 


(954) 235-2909 
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Osceola on Red Cross Board of Directors 

Seminole Tribe of Florida Receives Partnership Award 



Nery Mejicano 

Councilman Max Osceola with Board of Directors of the Broward County Chapter of the Red Cross. 


By Nery Mejicano 

FT. LAUDERDALE, FL — On June 15, 
2005, the Broward County Chapter of the Red Cross 
held their annual meeting and award breakfast at the 
Sheraton Fort Lauderdale Airport. 

The event was appropriately named “We are 
Here Because of You.” It honored the Red Cross vol- 
unteers and those sponsors who have provided much 
needed support for the Red Cross and their work in 
assisting the community trough the very destructive 
and disruptive 2004 and 2005 hurricane season. 

The Seminole Tribe of Florida received the 
2005-2006 Partnership Award for the support it has 
provided to the Red Cross. The Tribe’s relationship to 
the American Red Cross dates back to 1997 Annual 
Red Cross Gala. Additionally, the Tribe raised funds 
for Tsunami relief and hurricane relief in 2004 and 
2005, participated in the 2005 “Taste of the Season” 
event as the title sponsor, donated auction items to the 
2005 Gala, financially supported the Annual Meeting 
in 2005 and held yet another fundraiser for disaster 
relief in 2005. 

Most recently, the Tribe was the grand bene- 
factor sponsor of the 2006 Red Cross Gala and helped 


secure significant auction items for the event, which 
turned out to be the most successful fundraising event 
in the chapter’s 87 year history. The Tribe is also a 
long standing partner in the Health and Safety depart- 
ment. The Seminole Tribe of Florida is not only a sub- 
stantial supporter of the Red Cross, but a crucial part 
of the Broward County Community. 

At this meeting, Max Osceola, Hollywood 
Representative was recognized for his contributions to 
the youth of Broward County, his charity work and 
was elected as a new member of the board of directors 
of the Broward County Chapter of the Red Cross. 
Among the other honorees were, Bank Atlantic, The 
Community Foundation of Broward, Plantation United 
Methodist Church, Premier Beverage Company, the 
School Board of Broward County, the Sun-Sentinel 
and WSVN Channel 7. 

The guest speaker at the board meeting and 
award ceremony was Phil Ferro, chief meteorologist 
for WSVN Channel 7, who spoke on the lessons 
learned from the 2004-2005 hurricane seasons and 
about personal responsibility and prepardness for the 
upcoming hurricane season. 


From The HR Comer: STOF Goes Jobing 


By Angella Dixon 

FT. LAUDERDALE, FL — With the 
increasingly shrinking Florida job market, less than 3 
percent unemployment rate, it is becoming a challenge 
to recruit talented applicants to fill many of the avail- 
able positions within the Tribe. 

The goal of the Human Resources depart- 
ment, and in particular, the Recruiting Branch is to 
continuously seek to provide the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida with the most qualified and professional candi- 
dates, capable of performing at the highest level. It is 
with this in mind that the recruiting team decided to 
participate in the recently held Jobing.com Career 
Expo. 

The Job Fair was organized by Jobing.com 
and was held on June 1 at the Broward County 
Convention Center. It was the first time that the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida participated in this Job Fair 
and was represented by its two recruiters Glen Altman 
and myself. 

The fair was very well organized with an 
allotted time for employers to set up their booths and 
get organized. It also provided the exhibitors the 
opportunity to view the booths of the other participat- 
ing employers and time for networking. There were 
140 employers at the job fair and 2,853 registered 
applicants. 

Some employers that were represented were 
AmTrust Bank, Bank Atlantic, American Express City 
of Fort Lauderdale, City of Miami, Comcast Cable 
Communications, Northwest Medical Center, Vista 
health Plans and the Broward Sheriff’s Office. All 
were vying for the most talented and brightest and 
wooed the applicants with their displays and provided 
information about their respective companies. 

The Seminole Tribe of Florida’s booth was a 
very popular one as over 200 applicants stopped by to 
enquire about job opportunities and to drop off 
resumes for various positions that were available. 
During the fair there were also three separate presenta- 
tions to assist applicants on how to prepare themselves 
for job opportunities and interviewing. They were 
Dress for Success: It’s more than clothing, Employer 
Pet Peeves: Costly Mistakes and Working A Job Fair 
and Other Events. 

The STOF staff was kept busy all afternoon 
as there was a constant flow of applicants to our 
booth. Some persons just wanted to learn more about 
the Tribe and we were very happy to share our knowl- 


edge with them about the Seminole Tribe and the fact 
that we are more than just a casino. We shared with 
them the many different enterprises that the tribe is 
involved in and the employment opportunities that 
were available. 

While some applicants did not find the posi- 
tions that they were looking for, they were still inter- 
ested in working for the tribe so we encouraged them 
to visit our web site at www.seminoletribe.com , 
where they could view our available position on a 
continuous basis. They were quite surprised to learn 
that the STOF was involved in many other businesses 
and that we were a sovereign nation. That made them 
even more interested and wanting to work for the 
Tribe. 

The exhibitors were quite varied and had sev- 
eral means of attracting applicants to their booths in 
the form of giveaways. Two companies actually had 
automobiles on display and another was popping com. 
One of our giveaways, our stress releasing alligator 
was quite popular and we gave out several. We were 
actually told by several persons that the Seminole 
Booth was the most attractive. 

We shared information with them about the 
Seminole Tribe, its subsidiaries as well as information 
about the Hard Rock Hotel & Casino. There were 
quite a few enquiries about job opportunities at the 
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino and we collected a number 
of applications which we will forward to the gaming 
and hotel human resources department for considera- 
tion. 

At the end of the day we collected a total of 
141 applications, most of which were for professional 
and administrative positions. The caliber of applicants 
was very high and mostly professionals. At the con- 
clusion of the event, the employers were invited to a 
time for networking and hors d’ oeuvres. 

This time was an opportunity for employers 
to get to know each other and to share the different 
media and innovative ways employed in attracting 
qualified candidates. It was also a time for us to know 
who our competitors are and what we can do to 
improve our effectiveness and success in the recruit- 
ment effort of the Tribe. 

The job fair was an overwhelming success 
and we look forward to attending other job fairs to 
display and inform the general public about the many 
employment opportunities with the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida. 
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LLYWOOD 


Your Area's #1 Gift Basket And 
Floral Connection Since 1993 


★ 


Gourmet And Specialty Gifts 

GOURMET DELIGHTS... GOURMET BASKETS AND GOODIES 

FLORAL EXPRESSIONS FRESH FLOWERS 

INDULGENCE BODY CARE PRODUCTS 

PRECIOUS MOMENT BABY AND MOM PRODUCTS 

WITH SYMPATHY FLORAL / GOURMET 

MOVING IN WELCOME GIFTS 

YOUR BUSINESS IMAGE CORPORATE GIFTS 

★ 



Gourmet Gift Baskets 
And Goodies 


954 - 921-6200 

2701 Hollywood Blvd. 
Hollywood, FL 

www.hooraysfromhollywoodxom 


Local Delivery To 
Broward & Dade County 
Wire Service. We Ship Anywhere In The USA 
Last Minute Orders. All Major Credit Cards 



Seminole Places Ninth at ASU Geography Bee 


Submitted by Donna 
Harmon 

TEMPE, AZ — On 

March 3 1 , the Arizona 
Geographic Bee was held at 
Arizona State University 
(ASU) in. There were 100 
students from all across the 
state who qualified, after a 
written examination, to 
attend. Tribal citizen Levi 
Harmon was one of four out 
of 100 who are home school 
students. 

Levi is the son of 
Edward and Donna Harmon 
of Flagstaff, Ariz., the grand- 
son of Gladys (Bowers) 

Bratcher of Nashville, Tenn. 

He is in the fifth grade and a 
member of the Flagstaff 
Home Educators group. 

The preliminary 
rounds were made up of five 
groups of 20 students. Each 
student had eight questions. 

The first question was a U.S. 
geography question to get the kids warmed up. The 
next seven questions ranged from physical geography 
to continents to cultural geography, increasing in diffi- 
culty as they went. Levi did not miss any of the pre- 
liminary round questions and therefore qualified for 
the final round automatically. 

The final round, a real nail biter, consisted of 
the top ten students. Three of those students were 
home school students and all three of them had not 


missed a single question in 
the preliminary round. In the 
final round the students were 
allowed to miss two questions 
before they were out. Levi did 
an awesome job for his first 
time going to the state geog- 
raphy bee. 

The ASU department 
of geography graciously invit- 
ed all geography bee contest- 
ants to a reception after the 
bee. The students were taken 
on a tour of the department, 
learned about careers in geog- 
raphy and learned hands-on 
how computers are used in 
cartography, or mapmaking. 
Levi won first place in the 
local home school geography 
bee and received a savings 
bond. 

The National 

Geographic Bee is held every 
May in Washington, D.C. 
Local geography bees are 
held in schools nationwide in 
the fall. Students in the U.S. are often criticized in the 
global community due to their lack of geographic 
knowledge. 

If your school is not participating in the 
National Geographic Bee please ask them to do so. If 
you would like to help your child increase their 
knowledge of geography check out the national geo- 
graphic sponsored website: 
www.mywonderfulworld.com. 



Levi and father Edward Harmon. 



Felix DoBosz 

Council Members receive appreciation awards from Seminole citizen and FAU football star Jarrid Smith. 


❖ Council 

Continued from page 1 

ner, Frances Barkley. As a courtesy to the council the 
company sent each representative a tin of their famous 
assorted T-Cakes. 

Representatives from the Ft. Lauderdale 
Council of the Navy League followed with their pres- 



Felix DoBosz 


Richard Osceola and Ronald Thurston give award. 


entation of a statue called the Lone Sailor to Cypress 
and the council for the Tribe’s support during Fleet 
Week. 

Tribal citizen Jarrid Smith addressed the 
council next. He wanted to report on his progress as a 
student and athlete at Florida Atlantic University He 
expressed his gratitude for the opportunity the 
Seminole Tribe has provided him. Smith shared that 
his endeavor to be a good football player and a good 
student has not been easy. However, he has found per- 
sonal fulfillment in working hard and staying commit- 
ted. 

Head Coach Howard Schnellenberger and 


Assistant Coach Kurt Van Valkenburg of the FAU 
Owls football team were also in attendance. Each took 
the opportunity to share with the council a summary 
of Smith’s accomplishments and their admiration of 
him. Schnellenberger described Smith as a leader on 
and off the field with a great future ahead of him. Van 
Valkenburg commented that this address to the council 
was the most he’s heard Smith speak. 

“For most of the first year all he said was 
yes, no and thank you,” he said. 

The assistant head coach also commended 
Smith on his dedication to the team and academics. 
Smith invited the council and members of the 
Seminole community to attend the next season’s foot- 
ball games and support his team. 

After the presentations Executive 
Administrative Officer Ken Fields turned the meeting 
to the items on the agenda. The first act of the council 
was to approve the items on the consent agenda. These 
are described as “items of a routine, administrative 
nature and have been previously discussed by the 
Tribal Council.” 

The regular agenda consisted of resolutions 
pertaining to: 

• Budget Modification Approval -FY 2006 

• Seminole Tribe of Florida Revenue 
Allocation & Per Capita Distribution Plan 
-Amendment No. 2 

• Special Per Capita Distribution of Tribal 
Gaming Revenues for the Fiscal Year October 1, 2005 
through September 30, 2006 

• Ford Motor Credit Company Indian Tribal 
Government Lease-Purchase Agreement 

• Approval of Financing with Wachovia 
Financial Services, Inc. with respect to the purchase of 
a 2002 Bell Helicopter: Limited Waiver of Sovereign 
Immunity. 

The first three items on this agenda pertain- 
ing to the Budget Modification Approval and Revenue 
Distribution were tabled. It was strongly suggested by 
various tribal citizens that the modified budget be 
brought to the community before this item is officially 
approved. 

A Tribal-wide community meeting was men- 
tioned at first but individual community meetings 
were agreed upon instead. 



FAU Football Coaches Kurt Van Valkenburg, Howard Schnellenberger, Jarrid Smith and mother Camillia. 
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ard Rock Cafe Hosts Two Rockin’ Parties 

Hard Rock Cafes 35th Annual Anniversary Founders Day 
% Osceola Celebrates 14th Birthday 




By Lila Osceola 

HOLLYWOOD — Talk about party like a rock star. . .Shelly Osceola *fc x ame 
pretty close as she was apart of the Hard Rock Cafe’s shindig of the week. 

On June 14, the Hard Rock Cafe celebrated Founders Day, 
recognition of the first Hard Rock Cafe opening 35 years ago. To 
celebrate the important milestone in rock history, Hard Rock Cafe’s 
around the world turned back the clock to 1971 when they opened 
the original. 

Everything in the cafe from the music to the prices even 
rolled back to 1971 ’s for the day. The Hard Rock Cafe featured 
music from artists of the era, and staff stepped back in time by 
wearing the memorable fashions of the 70s. But the best thing of all 
was the Hard Rock Cafe legendary burgers which cost only 7 1 
cents. 

The Hard Rock Cafe did not leave out the most important 
birthday feature-the cake. A slice of birthday cake was served to 
each guest at both lunch and dinner. 

Radio personalities from BIG 105.9 including Young Ron 
Brewer, Paul Castronovo, Brie Miller, Tommy Owen, Andrew 
Bebe, Sea Bass, Courtney Young and Doc Reno teamed up with 
executives from the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel and Casino, such 
as Scott Jacobs, general manager and Robyn Melvin, sales and 
marketing manager suited up as guest waiters for the day. 

The atmosphere in the cafe was intense with a true rock 
style feel. Video cameras everywhere, camera flashes in your face every two minutes, 
people getting interviewed, lots of excitement and fun. Deco Drive’s Sherese 
Sandoval was on site interviewing, and getting involved with the festivities. ^ISl 

Shelly Osceola’s big moment at the party came when it was time fon/her to 
stand on a chair while the whole restaurant sang “Happy Birthday” to her. Her birth- . 
day lunch entourage was brother Victor Osceola, grandma Virginia Mitchelt Editor / 
in Chief of The Seminole Tribune and staff. H 

Fortunately, Shelly celebrated her 14th birthday with style, and handled the ^ 


MTU* 


Lila Osceoola 

Happy Birthday Cake Celebrates 35 years! 


two hours of 
fame like it was 
a usual occur- 
rence. Young 
Ron was her 
server and did 
a marvelous 
job; but as the saying goes “don’t quit your 
day job” Ron. 

During the event, BIG 105.9 gave 
away tickets to see Bon Jovi’s concert at the 
Hard Rock Live. Guests were also able to 
register to win a trip to New York City for 
the finale of the Hard Rock International 
Ambassadors of Rock Tour. 

All proceeds of the event went to 
the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer 
Foundation, which is the world’s largest pri- 
vate organization for breast cancer research 
and community outreach programs. 


Lila Osceola 


Virginia Mitchell, Young Ron, and Shelli Osceola enjoy the festivities at Hard Rock Cafe. 


Hardl 
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Lila Osceola 

rented to the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Organization from the 


iOfe * 


Hard Rock Cafe staff dress to impress in their 70’s style gear. 


Lila Osceola 

ident of Hard Rock Michael Bloom 
kive party. 


Blake Osceola an 
enjoy the work d; 


Lila Osceola 


Big 105.9 Paul and Young Ron, pose with Victor Osceola, and birthday girl, Shelli Osceola. 


Hard Rock Cafe 35th Annual Founder’s Day ice sculpture. 
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For the Best 
Deal in Town 

Hector Isabel 


COME AND SEE THE ALL NEW FORD MUSTANG, FREESTYLE, & FORD FIVE HUNDRED 


Mustang 


fjord ] I- i ye] Hundred 


Explorer Sport Trac 


Expedition 


Conversion Vans 
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MORE THAN 200 USED CARS IN INVENTORY INCLUDING THE HARD-TO-FIND F350’S! 


8655 Pines Blvd. • Pembroke Pines, Florida 33024 

WLfi£i> (954) 443-7000 | jrjf-t 

Buy Online At: www.worldfordpines.com ! | M “ s Bw | « 

Sales Hours: Mon.-Sat. 9am-9pm, Sun. 11am-7pm * Service Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7am-7pm, Sat. 7am-4pm 


Free 27 Pt. Inspection with any service! A $39.95 Value! 

(ask for details) 

• Friendly & Professional service • Weekday & Saturday hours 

• Factory Certified ASE Trained Technicians • Ford Quality Parts 

• 12 month Warranty on all Parts & Labor • Courtesy Shuttle Hours 

• Convenient Location 
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By Emma Brown 

BRIGHTON — On June 9 different 


Emma Brown 


Emma Brown 

Bungee jumping had kids lined up for a jump. 


Emma Brown 

Skyler Burke stops to give a big smile at the end of the year 
bash. 


Trista Osceola, Brooke Osceola 


Kids enjoy the softball throw. 


Emma Brown 


departments from the Brighton reservation hosted 
an End of the School Year Bash for the kids in the 
community at the Brighton Rodeo arena grounds. 
From 9—1 1 a.m. kids enjoyed fun time by jumping 
in bounce houses, riding mini trains, swinging 
bungee style, eating snow cones, and much more. 

After the morning fun a barbecue lunch 
consisting of hot dogs and hamburgers was served 
with favorite sides like mac & cheese and chips. 
From 12-2 p.m. students gathered in the bleachers 
to hear guest speakers from the Seminole Police 
Department, Family Services Department, Brighton 
Council office, Seminole Communities and many 
more. Students that stayed for the guest speakers 
received wrist bands that entitled them to entire 
drawings to win prizes like X Box 360s, iPods®, 
gift cards and much more. 

The goal of the Brighton departments 
was to bring drug and alcohol awareness to our 

children and 
community 
and to make 
learning about 
these issues 
fun and excit- 
ing. The drug 
and alcohol 
problem is 
becoming 
more preva- 
lent each day 
and the staff 
and parents of 
the Brighton 
community 
are making an 
effort to com- 
bat the prob- 
lem while 


Minnie Osceola and Melanie Jones battle it out on the large open bounce house. 


incorporating 
fun activities 

at the same time to grab the interest of the kids. It was 
a successful day and every child left the bash with a 
prize and a greater knowledge of the detriment that 
drugs and alcohol can bring to your life. 


Emma Brown 


Brighton Holds End of the Year Bash 



Emma Brown 


Emma Brown 


Emma Brown 


Emma Brown 

Kids stop and listen to the substance abuse speakers and their important message. 


The pink super slide was one of the most popular rides. 


Ruben Burgess takes a break. 


Camryn Thomas takes a spin at the end of the year bash. 


Preschool Registration Info 


Fall registration for the Brighton, Big Cypress, 
Immokalee and Hollywood 

Seminole preschools will be 
July 10-24. 

The 2006-2007 fall session begins Aug. 7. 

Parents can get an application from the parent 
involvement aide at the preschool. 




The parent involvement aides are: 

Cathie Marin, Brighton (863) 763-7264 
Claudia Perez, Big Cypress (863) 902-3222 
Michelle Ford, I mm okalee (239) 229-9194 
Dawna Bell, Hollywood (954) 989-6840. 
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2006 Ahfachkee School Graduation Ceremony 


Felix DoBosz 

Kelsie Jumper accepts her diploma from Principal Lenora Roberts. 


By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD — The graduation celebra- 
tion started off with a delicious dinner buffet for 
everyone to enjoy. Graduates, family and friends and 
distinguished guests gathered early for Big Cypress’s 
annual Ahfachkee School graduation dinner and cere- 
mony, held June 1 at the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & 
Casino. 

Following the wonderful dinner buffet every- 
one adjourned to the next ballroom where the actual 
graduation ceremony took place. In the early evening 


graduates lined up along the 
back wall of the ballroom in 
shiny new caps and gowns. The 
music started and the students 
marched in single file to their 
places in the front row seats of 
the ballroom. 

The next scheduled 
event was the pledge of alle- 
giance to the flags. Tia Osborne 
recited the Pledge of 
Allegiance to the 
American Flag followed 
by K’ahna Jumper recit- 
ing the pledge to the 
Seminole Flag. 

The invocation 
was then offered by Dr. 

Arlen Payne of the Big 
Cypress New Testament 
Baptist Church. The 
master of ceremonies 
was principal Lenora 
Roberts who welcomed 
everyone warmly and with great enthusiasm. 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress smiled and 
addressed the graduates and guests. 

“It’s good to be here tonight, the door is 
open for you, whatever you want to accomplish 
or school or go tech, whatever you want to do,” 
he said. “You made it and that’s what counts, we 
always encourage each and every one of y’all to 
continue wherever they’re at, but don’t forget 
the Seminole Tribe is here and we need y’all to 
come back and help our Tribe.” 

He also acknowledged Winifred Tiger’s 
passing and her great contributions to youth 
sports and education, and asked everyone to bow 
their heads for a silent moment in recognition 
of her distinguished achievements for the Tribe. 


get now, use it wisely, save some now, because later 
on when you get older you’ll have money for a car, 
for an apartment or a house, or whatever you need it 
for. Save your money and invest it wisely. . . so we’ll 
be coming in to borrow some money from you. We 
wish you to stay in school and the best of luck to 
you.” 

Paul Bowers made a brief statement to the 
class, congratulating them for graduating. 

Commencement address presented by distin- 
guished guest and inspirational speaker and Native 
American Gary Bryan from New Mexico. 

“It’s not easy being a teacher and educating 
young people, they need your support and coopera- 
tion,” he said. “Knowledge is power keep that in your 
mind. Fulfill your dreams, for you have value, you 


Felix DoBosz 


8th grade grads line up for ceremony. 


have to search for it but it is there. Whatever career 
you choose never give up, and be successful.” 

Gary Bryan finally completed his motivation- 
al talk and it was time to present the graduates with 
what they had worked so hard to achieve. Each happy 
student ceremonially walked up to the podium and 
received their diploma in hand from the Principal to 
the delight of family and friends cheering and shouting 
their loving support to all the graduates. 


Felix DoBosz 

Juanita JoJo Osceola gets a bouquet of red roses. 


Felix DoBosz 


President Moses Osceola was a key speaker. 


Felix DoBosz 

Ahfachkee High School grads are all smiles in shiny new cap n’ gowns. 


several hundred guests 
sat patiently in their 
chairs in great anticipa- 
tion waiting for the cer- 
emony to get underway. 

Steven 

Bowers, Paul Bowers 
and Charles Hiers 
dressed in distinguished 
Seminole military attire 
represented the 
Seminole Color Guard 
and presented the colors 
to start this grand com- 
memoration. 

The young 


President Moses Osceola was the next speak- 
er to address the graduates and guests. 

“I know it’s not easy, but I want all you sen- 
iors to go on to college and the Tribe will pay for you 
to continue your education,” he said. “The Tribe has 
the resources to send you to any school you choose. 

So choose the best schools because we need you to get 
the best education you can so you can come back and 
help your Tribe . . .especially truant officers.” 

The graduates laughed at that amusing 
remark. The president continued to talk about how 
tough it was in the old days learning in those poorly 
funded Indian boarding schools. 

“Soon you’re going to be completely on your 
own, don’t be happy or satisfied with the dividends 
given by the Tribe,” Osceola said. “The money you 





w 


Premium Seatii 
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Concerts • Sports 
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Happy with our Entertainment Service? 
Try our Full Travel Service 

Cruises • Hotels • Airlines 

305-445-6566 or (866)445-6566 
Visit us at: www.preferredultimatetravel.com 
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Upcoming Events: 

Panic at the Disco 
Trish Yearwood 
Brooks & Dunn 
Jimmy Buffett 
Bob Weir & Ratdog 
The Who 
INXS 

Aerosmith 
Alan Jackson 
Buzz Bake Sale 
Shakira 
Disturbed 
NASCAR Ford 400 
WWE Monday Night Raw 
Miami Heat 
Miami Dolphins 
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Nunez Receives Letter from 
President Bush 

Students Complete 5th Grade 



By Emma Brown 

BRIGHTON — Destiny Nunez 
is the daughter of Dallas and Deanna 
Nunez of Brighton. She has just com- 
pleted the fifth grade at Central 


prove that through student and parental 
commitment you can excel academically 
while playing sports. Destiny is definite- 
ly a shining star and a role model to her 
peers and sets a fine example to be fol- 
lowed. 

Destiny’s parents 
wish to let her know how 
proud they are of her and her 
accomplishments. The 
Education department looks 
forward to many more mile- 
stones for Destiny and wish to 
congratulate her on a job well 
done. 

Other awards earned 
by Destiny for the 2005-2006 
school year: Gold Awards all 
year (all A’s), Effort Awards, 
Presidential Excellence Award 
(3. 5-4.0), super problem 
solver, Hershey’s Track & 

Emma Brown Field ( 100m rela y)> flrSt P laCe 

science fair in behavioral and 
social science, student council 
and safety patrol. 


Dallas and Deanna Nunez are the proud parents 
of Destiny Nunez 


Elementary in Okeechobee, 
Fla. Destiny’s accomplish- 
ments for this school year 
were many, but the most pre- 
cious of all was an original 
letter from President Bush 
congratulating her on her 4.0 
GPA for the entire school year. 

Destiny has always 
been an excelling student with 
this year being one of her 
best. Central Elementary held 
their fourth nine weeks awards 
program on May 25 and 
Destiny made several trips to 
the center stage to collect her 
awards. She was the only stu- 
dent to receive this in the fifth 
grade at Central Elementary. 

She is also very ath- 
letic and her achievements 



Emma Brown 

Destiny Nunez makes her way to the stage to pick 
up one of many awards recieved at Cental 
Elemantary’s awards day 


Preschool Students 
Visit Local Elementary 



Emma Brown 

Fall 06 Kindergartners stop for a picture as they visit Moore Haven Elementary 
School to prepare them for kindergarten. 


By Emma Brown 

BRIGHTON — On May 17 
the Brighton Preschool students that will 
be entering kindergarten in the fall took 
a field trip to Moore Haven Elementary 
School. 

This visit was set up so that the 
students could experience what being in 
elementary school was like so that when 
they enter kindergarten in the fall they 
will be a little familiar with the daily 
routine. The students were able to tour 
the school, visit classrooms and have 
lunch in the cafeteria just as they would 
if they were students at the school. 

The Brighton Preschool pro- 
vides this experience each year for their 
students with both of the local elemen- 


tary schools in Glades and Okeechobee 
County. 

The Brighton Education depart- 
ment also offers a six week kindergarten 
preparedness class for students entering 
kindergarten in the fall. This class pres- 
ents material that will help the students 
start of successfully as they begin their 
educational career. It is the goal of the 
Education department to help make the 
transition from pre-school to primary 
school as smooth as possible for the stu- 
dents. 

If you have any questions about 
the summer kindergarten program or any 
other educational questions please con- 
tact Emma Brown at (863) 763-3572. 



On May 1 3 Seminole Tribal citizen Richard Allen Keyser was among the 
hundred-plus students who received their high school diploma from Johnson 
Country High School in Mountain City, Tenn. Richard is the 1 8 year old son of 
Trail resident Richard Keyser Jr. and Tiffany Fiorella of Mountain City. 

Starting in the fall semester he will be attending East Tennessee State 
University. 

Pictured from left to right Rene Lundin, Richard Fiorella, Falon Keyser, 
Richard A, Keyser, Richard Keyser, Jr. Darian Cypress-Osceola, and Ericka 
Cypress-Oseola. 



❖ University 

Continued from page 1 

that the university has with the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida and how much respect the 
staff and students at FSU have for the 
Seminole Tribe. 

He invited all of the students back 
in October for the unveiling of a new stat- 
ue that will be positioned at one of the sta- 
dium entrances. The statue will honor the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida and the 
Seminole Tribal flag will permanently fly 
along side of the new statue. The Florida 
Seminoles will be forever remembered 
daily at the home of the ‘Noles. 

After a few pictures with 
Wetherell the students were addressed by 
Liz Maryanski, student affairs, and Will 
Hudson from the CARE Program, who 


ful buffet style lunch. 

Following 
lunch the group met 
with John Lata from the 
FSU Athletic 
Department for a tour 
of the basketball facili- 
ty. During the tour of 
the basketball facility, 
FSU Women’s 
Basketball Coach Sue 
Semaru stopped to 
speak to the students 
and expressed how 
much respect her and 
her team has for the 
Florida Seminoles. 

Next it was 
back on the bus for a 
short ride to FSU’s 
“reservation.” The 
reservation is located 



Emma Brown 

Women’s basketball coach, Sue Semarau, speaks to stu- 
dents about the respect FSU has for the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida. 



Emma Brown 


Future college students listen to history of University of Florida’s 
stadium. 


on beautiful Lake 
Bradford. The 
reservation is a 
recreational facility 
that allows stu- 
dents to come 
enjoy activities 
such as canoeing, 
volleyball, and 
ropes courses. 

After vis- 
iting the reserva- 
tions the group 
was taken back to 
the Moore Athletic 
Center to meet 
with John Lata 
again and take a 
tour of the Florida 
State Seminoles 
locker rooms and 
football field. 

First stop on the 


room with national championship trophies, 
rings and much more memorabilia, a room 
most public never gets to see. 

Lata said, “Only new recruits and 
their families are allowed in this room.” 

The students felt very fortunate to 
be shown such precious FSU memories. It 
is an understatement to say that the FSU 
staff rolled out the red carpet for these 
Seminole students, and the students were 
very appreciative for their day at FSU. 

The entire trip was a chance for 
students to feel and experience “college 
life” and was an attempt by the Education 
department to motivate them to pursue 
higher education. I think each student came 
away from the college visits with a great 
deal of inspiration to purse not only col- 
lege, but sports as well. Both universities 
have a great deal to offer in the area of 
sports and academics and being a part of 
the university world for a day really 
seemed to inspire many of the students on 


spoke with them about admissions into 
FSU and about the atmosphere around 
campus. Then it was off to the newly 
remodeled Suwannee Room for a wonder- 



Emma Brown 


Damen Bert takes a seat in Bobby 
Bowden’s office. 



Emma Brown 


Marty Tommie Jr., Damen Bert and Marty Tommie recieve an orentation on life at 
the Uni v ersity of Florida. 


tour was the office of FSU Football Coach 
Bobby Bowden. Coach Bowden’s office 
has a beautiful view overlooking the stadi- 
um and the field, with a door that opens up 
to an outside balcony that he uses during 
game days for many Hollywood celebrities 
and family to sit and watch the games. 

The students were taken into a 


the trip. 

Any Tribal citizens interested in 
visiting a college or would like more infor- 
mation on the Billy L. Cypress scholarship 
program, please contact your local reserva- 
tion’s education advisor or the Higher 
Education Advisor Linda Iley. 


Kindergarten Program Begins 

By Emma Brown 

BRIGHTON — On June 12 any 
student entering kindergarten in the fall 
was invited to be a part of the six week 
kindergarten enrichment program offered 
by the Brighton Education department. 

This program is designed to prepare stu- 
dents for what is to come as they enter 
kindergarten. 

The students are taught daily by a 
certified teacher, Jane Ehrhart, along with 
one teacher’s aide, Efrain Ochoa and one 
student assistant, Alyssa Willie. The sum- 
mer kindergarten program teacher works 
along with the local elementary school to 
devise lessons based on items students will 
need to know to be successful in kinder- 
garten. The students are given breakfast 
and lunch each day and spend the day sim- 
ulating an actual kindergarten classroom. 

This is the third year for the sum- 
mer kindergarten program and it is off to a 
great start with 1 1 students enrolled. 



Emma Brown 

Mrs. Jane go overs the alphabet first thing in the morning with the summer school 
students as Mr. Efranin, and Miss Alyssa look on 
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End of School Year Bash 


By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — The children 
attending Brighton’s End of the School 
Year Bash were told to have a good sum- 
mer, stay safe and remember to “Say No to 
Drugs.” Drug awareness was the theme of 
the event; fun rides, food and fantastic 


prizes, the entertainment. 

Various community departments 
helped produce the bash held from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. on June 2. Because of their team- 


work it was a great day with a great 
turnout. 

The children flocked to the rides 
near the Brighton stage area early in the 
day. The Recreation department had 
arranged for the rides. Tough-hearted youth 
tried to make it to the top of the climbing 
wall and others slugged it out at the “King 
of the Hill” jousting ame using rubberized 
logs. For those who like to fly there was 
the bungee and for the wee ones there was 
the “Berry-Go-Round.” 

Among the other humungous rub- 
berized or plastic rides set up in the field 
by Rides, Slides and Games of Pompano 
Beach, was the always popular bounce 
house. To add to a carnival atmosphere 
there was free cotton candy, snow cones 
and popcorn. 

At noon the Recreation depart- 
ment served up a hearty lunch of hamburg- 
ers and hot dogs. Other dishes and desserts 
were donated and staff from all the depart- 
ments helped either serve the lunch, or 
helped out in many other ways. 

Organizers and volunteers includ- 
ed representatives from the following 


departments: Seminole Police Department 
(SPD), Seminole Fire Rescue, Recreation, 
Library, Education, Community Care for 
the Elderly, Family Services, Council, 
Housing and the Chairman’s Office. 

Culture served coolers, water, Gatorade, 
and fruit juices. 

John Madrigal had the 
job of emceeing the afternoon 
speeches and demonstrations. 

With so many kids running and 
playing and eating it was hard to 
round them all up and get them to 
sit down, but he did it. He 
announced the rules for getting 
your name in the drawing, which 
included attendance at the guest 
speaker presentations and demon- 
strations after the lunch. The door 
prizes were an XBox 360, chop- 
per bike, a lap top, iPod®, gift 
certificates, water slides, skate 
boards and more. 

First up on the stage 
after lunch were greetings from 
Brighton Council Representative 
Andy Bowers and Brighton 
Board Representative Johnny 
Jones. Both wished the youth a 
good summer. 

“Stay straight, stay out of trouble. 
Have fun,” said Bowers. 

Then, Officer Ulysses Bodin, 
from the SPD Crime Prevention Office, 

spoke about dangers 
of various drugs. He 
stressed that sniffing 
kills brain cells and 
over time will break 
a body down. He 
told the children that 
the SPD is really 
serious about curb- 
ing drug use around 
the reservation. 

Then he 

introduced Officer 
Steve Casserly and 
the Brighton drug 
dog, Coda. Casserly 
told the children his 
dog can smell things 
one hundred times 
better than humans. 
He said it takes a lot 
of time and patience 
to train a police dog. 
Often the dogs come from overseas; he 
said Coda is Dutch-bom. 

Coda had first been trained to fol- 
low commands in the Dutch language and 
so Officer Casserly had to use the Dutch 
commands until Coda learned 
to follow English commands. 

Casserly said that a police dog 
is assigned an SPD identifica- 
tion number just like all the 
officers and that an attack 
against a police dog carries the 
same penalty as an attack 
against a police officer. 

Next, the Seminole 
Fire and Rescue department 
performed a live demonstration, 
reenacting what happens after a 
dmnken driver hits a tree. The 
fire department towed on the 
grounds near the stage a real 
car that had been damaged 
badly in a real accident. Then 
they had a fireman sit inside 
and pretend he was the uncon- 
scious driver. 

The Seminole Fire 
and Rescue 
tmck and ambulance 
arrived at the stage area. 

Out jumped the fire fight- 
ers and paramedics. The 
firefighters and paramedics 
were dressed in heavy 
bunker gear. It was so hot 
they had to drink gallons of 
water to stay hydrated. 

They went to 

work to show the audience 
what it takes to save the 
man inside the car. The 
firemen showed how they 
must first shower the car 
so it won’t flame up and 
explode how they stabilize 



Susan Etxebarria 


Kelton Smedley on the rock wall. 


the car and break the windows to get inside 
the locked car. Getting the victim out of 
the car safely but quickly took more time 
and was harder to do than one would 
expect. The firemen worked very skillfully. 

“This is what is happening every 
day, several times a day, all over the State 
of Florida, when someone drives under the 
influence of drugs or alcohol,” Officer 
Robert Curtis of Brighton Fire & Rescue 
told the audience. 

After this dramatic demonstration, 
Barbara Bowling of the Health Clinic 
explained the effect of certain drugs on 
human health. She told the audience about 
their short term affects and long term 
affects. She said cocaine is bad for the 
heart and crystal meth can cause brain 
damage. She talked about the health prob- 
lems that can develop from the use and 
abuse of tobacco and chewing tobacco, 
steroids, heroin, alcohol and marijuana. 

The final departmental speaker on 
the stage was someone who motivated 
everyone. Mental Health Counselor Basil 
Phillips has a way of encouraging every- 


one to think positive and to be happy. 

“Here’s the lesson you can take 
away today,” he said. “If you take drugs 
something will happen to you. So why do 
you do it?” 

He said sometimes it is because 
we are hurting. He said the Family 
Services department is there to help with 
the hurt. He said everyone who spoke, all 
the parents and the Seminole Tribe, cares 
about each one of the children and every- 
one wants to help them be happy and to 
grow up healthy. 

“If you love yourself you won’t 
take drugs,” he said. He said Family 
Services will help you learn how to love 
yourself,” Phillips said. 






Susan Etxebarria 

(L-R) Pamela Martin, Lynett Hollinghurst, Brenda 
Walker and Kerry Lanier at the Family Services booth. 



Susan Etxebarria 


Seminole Fire and Rescue FF/EMTs participating 
in the demonstration were: Acting Lt. “Kevin” 
Lois, Chris Campbell, Juan Gomez, Willie Weeks, 
Greg James, Dave Harris, Frank Montenegro and 
Joe Thomas; not all are pictured. 
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The students celebrate the end of the year with some jousting. 



Shining Future for 
Immokalee Graduates 


By Judy Weeks 

LABELLE, FL — Two young 
people are making great strides toward a 
bright future in Immokalee as they 
became members of the graduating class 
of 2006. 

MARICRUZ YZAGUIRRE 

Graduation ceremonies for the 
Labelle high school seniors took place 
on the evening of May 20 on the Labelle 
High School Football Field. The pro- 
ceedings got underway as the graduates 
marched onto the field in caps and 
gowns to the traditional “Pomp and 
Circumstance” with 
the girls dressed in 
white and the boys in 
red. 

The Labelle 
principal introduced 
the graduating class to 
the proud parents and 
friends who have 
anticipated this 
moment for many 
years. Following his 
presentation, the 
assembly listened 
intently to the 
addresses of the 
Hendry County 
Superintendent of 
Schools, salutatorian 
and valedictorian. 

In recogni- 
tion of their academic 
achievements, each 
student was presented 
with their certificate 
of graduation to a round of applause. 

Eighteen year old Maricruz 
Yzaguirre is the daughter of Patricia 
Franco and the late Dannie Yzaguirre. 
For her these proceedings were the con- 
clusion of one era in her life and opened 
the door to another. She is looking into 
the possibility of entering Southwest 
Florida College where she would like to 
study for a degree in criminal justice. 
ANGELO COLON 

Immokalee High School held 


Principal Armando Touron and 
Chief Academic Officer Dr. Cynthia 
Janssen presented diplomas to approxi- 
mately 282 students as their families and 
friends witnessed this glorious event. 

Among these graduates was 
eighteen year old Angelo Colon who has 
been fighting the odds for quite some- 
time. After losing his father at an early 
age, he lived with his mother, stepfather 
and their children. With the sudden 
passing of his mother, he remained with 
his siblings for a while but then chose to 
return to his father’s family in the 



High school graduate Maricruz Yzaguirre. 


Judy Weeks 



Judy Weeks 

(L-R) Grad Angelo Colon, grandma Rachel 
Billie, new baby Angelo Jr. and uncle and SPD 
Officer Allen Colon. 


its commencement proceedings at the 
Harborside Convention Center in Fort 
Myers on the evening of May 26. 
Following the processional, Immokalee 
High’s Junior ROTC did the presenta- 
tion of colors, followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance and the National Anthem. 

Dressed in red caps and gowns 
with white tassels, the graduates filled 
the entire front of the auditorium which 
had been decorated in class colors. A 
short video presentation of class 
achievements and extra curricular activi- 
ties preceded the commencement 
addresses of the Salutatorian and 
Valedictorian. 


Immokalee community. 

His grandmother Rachel Billie 
and uncle Allen Colon gratefully accept- 
ed him into their home. They were quick 
to provide him with the support and 
understanding, he so deeply desired fol- 
lowing his troubled youth. 

“I didn’t get into trouble, but I 
just didn’t care about much of anything. 

I went to school and just floated along 
doing what was expected of me with as 
little effort as possible,” said Colon. 
“Nothing much mattered. 

Then I began a relationship 
with a very nice young lady 
and soon discovered that I was 
going to become a father.” 

“It didn’t take long 
for me to realize that I was 
going to have to make some 
big changes in my life. No 
way was my son going to 
grow up without a dad like I 
had,” he added. 

Although I had never 
dropped out of school, I 
lacked one and a half credits 
for graduation. The Drop Back 
In Academy was able to help 
me acquire these credits so 
that I could graduate with my 
class and still work at a job to 
support my growing family. I 
guess what I am saying is that 
I had to grow up fast,” he 
remarked. 

Looking at three 
month old Angelo Colon, Jr., 
he said, “My wife and I take 
turns babysitting and working 
so that we can be responsible 
for ourselves. We are living on 
our own in Lehigh and it is 
my plan to enter the VoTech in 
January to study business management 
and auto mechanics.” 

Holding her great-grandson in 
her arms, Grandma Rachel Billie smiled 
and said how very proud she was of 
Angelo and the way that he was accept- 
ing responsibility for his life. 

Her son, SPD Officer Allen 
Colon said, “I am as proud of Angelo as 
if he were my own son. He has taken a 
negative beginning and turned it into a 
very positive future. He is setting a good 
example for the youth in our communi- 

ty” 


=DR. RICHARD A NORMAN 

EXPERT EYE EXAMS 
CONTACT LENSES 

We Carry 

Moat Designer Frames 
Such As: 

Cazal * Caviar * Christian Dior 
Prada * Versace * Versus * CK 
Burberry • Liz Claiborne 
Ralph Lauren * And Many More... 

Friendly} Courtlous & Knowledgeable Staff 

Same location for over 22 years 

Wa Accept Seminole Tribe Referrals & Many Insurances 


Or. Hichard A- IMorman 
<4® 7 "1 S _ LJnlvi^rsity Or. 
Oavief Florida 
Tel; C9S-41 434-4S7 -1 

On fcHe cdrnor of Qriffirt Rd. 5 Unlvcroty Or. 

In tho Publlx Sopping 



1. Sam Jones - A Very Important Figure 
in Seminole History * White Chocolate 5 
Raspberry 

2. Billy Bowlegs - Lead the Seminoles in 
the 3rd Seminole War - Dark Chocolate & 
Caramel 

3. Remember the Clans! - All 9 Clans: 
Otter Bear. Snake, Panther, Big Town, 
Bird, Deer, Wind and the extinct Alligator - 
iced Lattes 

4. Josie Billie - One of the Strongest 
Medicine Men of the Seminole Tribe - 
Dark Chocolate & Hazelnut 

5. Ingram Billie - Brother of Josie, also a 
Powerful Medicine Man - Vanilla & 
Hazeinut 

6. Laura Mae Osceola - Instrumental in 
getting Federal Recognition of the 
Seminole Tribe - Dark Chocolate & 
Banana 

7. Joe Dan Osceola - Youngest elected 
President & First Ambassador - Almond & 
Datk Chocolate 

8. Fred Smith - Longest serving Tribal 
President - Dank Chocolate & Mint 

9. Jim Shore - Longtime General Legal 
Counsel of the Seminole Tribe - Dark 
Chocolate & Raspberry 

1 0 . Betty M ae J u m per - First 
Chairwoman of the Seminoles - Apple & 
Cinnamon 

11. James Billie ■ Longest Serving 
Elected Chairman of the Tribe - Vanilla <£ 
Caramel 


Cappuccino • Lattes • Espresso 



Serving Fresh 
Breakfast Items 


Salads & Sandwiches 

Open 5 Days 
Mon-Fri: 8 a.m, -3 p.m. 

Located at the Seminole Tribe 
Headquarters in the 2nd floor lounge! 

Owned & Operated by 
Members of the Seminole Tribe 
Gem Thorpe Osceola 
Linda C. Osceola 

Full Service Distribution Available,,, 
Office Buildings, Hotels , Resturants 

954-600-6484 or 
800-683-7800x1186 


12. Priscilla Sayen - Long time 
Respected Tribal Secretary - Irish Cream 
& Hazelnut 

13. Howard Tiger - First Military person 
Elected President, Organized sports 
programs for the Seminole Youth - Dark 
Chocolate 

14. Mitchell & David Cypress - Brothers 
and Leaders from the Big Cypress 
Reservation - White Chocolate & Caramel 

15. David DeHass - Hollywood 
Representative - Board - Dark Chocolate 
& Coconut 

16. Moses Osceola - President of the 
Seminole Tribe - Irish Cream & Dark 
Chocolate 

17. Roger Smith - Brighton 
Representative - Council - Dark Chocolate 
& Vanilla 

18. Paul Bowers - Big Cypress 
Representative - Board - Caramel & 
Hazeinut 

19. Johnny Jones - Brighton 
Representative - Board - Dark Chocolate 
& Preline 

20. Howard Tommie - 2 Term Elected 
Chairman, introduced Seminole Bingo - 
Dark Chocolate £ Honey 

21. Mike Tiger - Former Director of Indian 
Health Svs & current Treasurer ■ Half and 
Half Sugar and whipped cream 

22. Winifred Tiger - Helped Seminote 
Youth stay in School, graduate and go to 
college. - English Toffee & Vanilla 
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( Role Model in the Making) 


By Lila Osceola 

HOLLYWOOD — Everyone has a story 
along with a past, and a good ending to a great 
beginning is the best way for Lydia Lee Cypress to 
tell us her story. Lydia, 23, Wind clan, and the proud 
daughter of Lydia Lee Cypress and Benny 
Hernandez went into great detail about her 
life and how it changed for the better. 

In good times and 
bad, everyone has an inner 
beauty whether it shines 



never 
saw her 
inner beauty 
through the 
drugs and alco- 
hol. And by 
doing drugs and 
alcohol thought 
it would make 
her braver, pret- 
tier, and invinci- 
ble. Thank God 
it wasn’t too late, 
she said. 

“I never 
thought I would 
make it to my 1 8th 
birthday,” Lydia 
said. 

Lydia is the 
youngest of five sib- 
lings, and started 
doing marijuana 
around the age of 1 1 
and drinking by age 12. 

“I kept my 

feelings inside and only 
way I knew to let them 
out was through anger,” 
she said. 

Her mom sent 
her to Tampa Bay 
Academy when she was 
13 years old, thinking 
that would keep her out 
of trouble. Tampa was a 
therapeutic school that 
simply housed kids of 
Lydia’s nature, Lydia 
explained. 

The whole 
time Lydia was there 
she never knew why 


she was 

sent away. She spent nearly eight months there. 

“I felt abandoned because of something 
that happened to me when I was 12 years old,” she 
said. “I didn’t want to be there, I did my chores at 
home, went to school, why am I here?” 

After she had been away at Tampa Bay 
Academy, she went home to Big Cypress. Lydia 
had left in the middle of her eighth grade year, 
Afachkee School was kind enough to let her 
come and walk with her graduating class. 

Being home for two weeks was nice, 
but brought back painful memories. She was 
ready to go back to her new found home in 
Tampa; of course a boy was involved, which led 
to the eagerness to leave Big Cypress. Why else 
would a 14 year old be so eager to back to 
school. 

The progression of the Tampa Bay 
Academy level system is Level 1 Learning, Level 2 
Working, Level 3 Trust, and Level 4 Graduation. 

Lydia had a very bad anger problem; she 
went off the deep end at times and was put in thera- 
peutic holds, papoose holds and injected with shots 
when times got out of control. Therefore, she could 
never get passed the Level 2, working stage. She 
had told her boyfriend she was leaving and didn’t 
want to come back. She packed up her things and of 
course already missed him, went back to Big 
Cypress. 

She had been home in Big Cypress for four 
months upon waiting on acceptance of Montverde 
Academy, a private boarding school in Clermont, 

Fla. She had been there for about six months, get- 
ting involved with activities like, basketball and vol- 
leyball. 

The struggle between being homesick and 
trying to be good at this new school was a big chal- 
lenge for Lydia. Her mom wanted her there, so she 
tried her best to cope. Getting involved in activities 
led her to meet new people. But the stay was brief, 
friends or no friends she was ready to go back to 
Tampa or Big Cypress, but in her heart she didn’t 
want to be there. 

She ended up back in Tampa for about four 
months. Fortunately, the school gave her another 
chance, but Lydia was only back for two weeks, got 
into a fight or two, got in trouble and kicked out that 
fast. She admits to her bad behavioral problems and 
the confusion of “why can’t I just be home”, over- 
whelmed her which led to a bad temper. During a 
two year period she was in and out of Tampa Bay 
Academy for disciplinary reasons. 

At age 1 6 she left for UNITY in Cherokee, 
N.C. This school was an all Native American reha- 
bilitation school. She was at the school for five 
days, though she was supposed to be there for three 
months, and had a severe misunderstanding and 
temper flare up because her mom wouldn’t let her 
come home. 

Lydia got furious and threw a coffee pot on 
the floor. Someone from the school saw what hap- 
pened told the advisors that she threw it at some- 
body. The cops came and arrested her; put her in 
“real” jail for five days. Her case worker from 
Brighton, Tony Bullington, came and bailed her out. 
Upon her release from the “big house” she went 
home to try to start fresh. 





Local Calls; 305 * 557* 131 1 www.palnjettomotorsports.cont 
6400 West 20th Ave, Hialeah (Miami), FL 33016 (Palmetto X-Way (826) at NW 122nd St. Exit) 
MONDAY thru FRIDAY - 3:00am tilt 6:30pm Saturday - 3;00am tilt 5:00pm Sunday - Gone Riding 

CALL 1-30fr£2a-mDEQR VISIT US OH THE WEB AT WWWStiZWt.COM FOR JU ORE MFVRMATlOtt. At SkJuki, nr wHil y itfu to Ait ttf* und Mimhtt. S3 Jltap Mlf a 
hetifiet, tyd pwtKtiOff JJffltafiErrt rJoHvIjr. iVtfW IW r uWfel m RHti Of J tdoftotur oOlti ifrufl#. Shifty JtK# WIWTs mditaUU JWtf ahviyS imp&tt yuut SiiTtAi fetfUW 
NtfiiTj. Fftf KM term motoKyeMs m tor ckfttd-wutst emnp8fHtOA Hi and ftixttfwatfi&rE otRy Atow raw rnttf consw k.i inni rf ft Sctmti mg ft you to 

'Ttwd (jflfrtry" w puttie jfld printo tini Pmtrvp yot# tutwr fmrg <wflrfr^n» Dy shvwtos Jw&Ki if* ttw foot &wr jwtflfrr rfcMs o Mm nut rm. 


HOW. 
y %ACTtCEi 


out aivd wfatfBxt raw TrUba MW Park on Tha 
beauliy &ig Cyprus: Indian JtesErvatian! Sig National Trank Is 
mkr comiroeHon tm\ All Nks sites skin fcvaU wefeomd 




flUDIAN 


MIAMI’S M070RSP0RTS SUPERSTORE SINCE 1B75 


HM85 


WM250i 


ssssa 

Special Besinne>TraTck! 


Ssmltwfe Trite Motocross, Big Cypress Indian Reservation, Me 61 Box 46 , Ctewisfon, Florida 33440 
Office: 883-983-1884 or 383-983-1 90S, FAX: 883-983-3454 • www.seminoietriliematanross.con! 



She was home one month when things 
turned for the worse. Hanging out with the wrong 
people, with a little peer pressure and a whole lot of 
time on her hands she turned to drugs for company, 
drinking snorting cocaine and smoking weed. 
Boredom and peer pressure at full throttle aren’t a 
good mixture with kids. 

Lydia was spending $20-40 a day on mari- 
juana and $100-200 dollars a month on cocaine. 

She stayed up for three or four days at a time. By 
age 17 she added a list of drugs to the arsenal of 
drugs she already took religiously, like Acid, Xanax, 
Ecstasy, plus drinking alcohol in large quantities. 

After long days of using and much money 
wasted, Lydia’s eyes were opened when the black- 
outs became a scary situation instead of just passing 
the time. 

“I would wake up in my bed, clothes and 
shoes on, and not knowing where I’ve been or how I 
got home, my self esteem was so bad, I didn’t even 
want to be sober,” she said. 

Therefore the process would start all over 

again. 

From that point in her life she went to stay 
at a half way house in Delray, Fla. She arrived with 
no expectations and for once in her life 
she had a great experience. With lots 
of counseling and support she finally 
came to a point in her life that she 
could admit “drugs took many years 
away from me, the friends in my life 
when I was using weren’t really my 
friends.” 

In order for her to be able 
to grow in a healthy state she was 
not able to return back to Big 
Cypress. However, her old buddies 
in Big Cypress didn’t understand she 
wanted to be clean, and stay clean. 

“Everyone still uses that I 
used with” she said. Very emotional 
time in her life was the healing 
process; she said: “I’m proud of 
myself; I was never able to say that, 

I had the attitude that I was not 
going to make it.” 

She didn’t know there are 
other ways to have fun without being 
wasted. Being sober is something 
she takes serious. 

“I didn’t do it for anyone 
else but me,” she said. 

Lydia was only supposed to 
live at her current Delray house for 
the minimum three months then go 
home. But now she feels good and 
explains the feeling. 

“Each day that goes by, 
each day that I’m sober, I feel good, 
like I accomplished something,” she 
said. 

Finally realizing that her 
mom was trying to help her and be 
by her side all through the hard 
times. Giving thanks for having a 
mom who cared for her so much 
takes top priority. 

There are so many possibil- 


ities and she is thankful she will be able to have 
goals and actually get a chance to accomplish them. 
Excitement in her voice reveals that she appreciates 
the new opportunities out there. Understanding 
where she’s been and where she wants to go is the 
most exciting thing in her life right now. 

“I can’t do anything about the past, but I 
have the power of the future,” Lydia said about how 
she looks at her day-to-day struggle. 

She is now a member of The Seminole 
Tribune staff, and loves every minute. 

“I love working here and the people I met 
make me feel special, it’s a wonderful feeling,” she 
said. “I’m okay with myself, and I love myself, and 
I tell myself I’m proud of you, that’s something I 
couldn’t do before.” 

When Lydia goes home to Big Cypress and 
sees people from the past she said she is not “okay 
with that.” In her struggle with her past, she is able 
to find security with God, saying “it’s hard some- 
times; if I pray about it then I’m okay.” Her gift to 
others is her laugh, her personality and for her most 
vulnerable self to open up to you with hopes of 
helping one person out there. 


Photos by Felix DoBosz 


Lydia s advice: 

There’s a road you 

can’t imagine, there’s thing#:,. \ 
to go for, can still have furijjfc* * 
without using and meet pelf- *Qf . " ' ' 
pie you never think you can y 
meet. If you want to come 
clean and recover than sL \ 

you will have to do hard 
things. You’ll have to 
leave family, friends and 
kids even. You’ll have to 
do it. In the long run it f - 
will pay off. I know leav- 
ing the reservation’s a rf 
struggle and you feel " 
you’re going to miss 
something, but all 
you’re doing is miss- Shm 
ing out on your life. 5 
What happened in 
past I can’t change 
it. All I can.do is 
grow from it. Be 
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thing I never knew I r, f 
could do. My family 
can tell me how 
much they are proud 
of me, but it means 
more if I tell myself. a: 


South Florida's number one country western 
nightclub and restaurant 



The Round Up is South Florida 1 
number one country western 
nightclub and restaurant. 
Wednesday - Sunday 
6 p.m, to 4 a.m., 
four full-liquor bars seven 
gourmet dinners served all night. 


Dance Lessons 

Wednesday - Advanced Line Dance, 7:30 pm -8: 30 pm 
Thursday - Always Two-Step, 8 pm - 9 pm 
Beginners Line Dance Lessons , 7 put - 8 pm 
Friday - Intermediate Line Dance ; 7:30 pm - 8:30 pm 
Saturday - Line Dance Lessons , 7 pm - 8 pm 
Couples Dance Lessons, 8 pm - 9 pm 
Sunday - Beginner Line Dance Lessons - 7 pm - 9 pm 


With good food, great music, a targe dance floor, the best entertainment, 
the most outrageous drink specials, and rooms packed full of beautiful 
people , a good time is a sure thing at “The World Famous Round Up 9 

The Round Up is located at: 

9020 W. State Road 84 
Davie, Florida 33324. 

(Southwest Comer of 1-595 and Pine Island Road in the Pine Island Plaz 
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Jamie Schevis 


The Big Cypress, Brighton and Immokalee group at Diabetic Fun Day. 


Diabetic Fun Day at Corkscrew Sanctuary 





Submitted by the Seminole 
Health Department 

NAPLES, FL — On May 
16 Tribal citizens from the Big 
Cypress, Immokalee and Brighton 
reservations met at the Corkscrew 
Sanctuary for Diabetic Fun Day. 
Before leaving their respective clin- 
ics each group had a lesson taught 


A little rain did not stop the fun 


by the nutritionist and 
heath educators. 

In Big Cypress, 
Nutritionist Megan 
McClory and Health 
Educator Linda McCarthy 
talked about prevention 
and care of osteoporosis. 

In Brighton, Nutritionist 
Beth Morlang and 
Health Educator 
Barbara Boling 
discussed healthy 
eating when din- 
ing out and the 
importance of reg- 
ular exercise. 

Also 

present to answer 
any questions 
were: Charlotte Porcaro, 
nutrition/health educator 
from Immokalee and 
Medical Social Workers 
Jamie Schevis, from 
Hollywood and Holly Billie 
from Brighton. Present 
Tribal citizens were: Happy 
Jones and Agnes Jumper 
Jamie Schevis from Brighton, Nellie Bain, 
Alice Billie, Claudia 
Doctor, Judy Jim, Mabel 
Jim and Teresa Jumper 


Happy Jones and Mable Jim. 


from Big Cypress and Joseph Billie 
from Immokalee. 

Once everyone arrived at 
the Corkscrew Sanctuary, Tribal 
citizens walked in between the rain 
drops along the boardwalk. On the 
journey the group encountered 
birds, alligators and sounds of 
nature, but most of all everyone 
had a good time sharing their sto- 
ries about growing up in the ever- 
glades. After checking out the gift 
shop, everyone enjoyed a healthy 
lunch at the Immokalee Casino. 


Jamie Schevis 


Jamie Schevis 


Happy Jones searches for wildlife. 


Agnes Jumper leans over to observe turtles under the bridge. 


Rabies Clinic and Anim al Registration Drive 




Correna Holunga 

Veterinarian Alicia Manilo (left) vaccinates Pernell Bert’s dog Trix. 


By Correna Holunga 

HOLLYWOOD — There 
are more than 600 dogs and cats on 
Seminole reservations and almost a 
quarter have been vaccinated against 
rabies and registered with the Health 
department. 

“It’s a work in progress,” 
said Patrick Peck, director of the 
Environmental Health Program. “At 
best, we’ll register half by the end of 
this year.” 

In partnership with the 
Humane Society of Broward County, 
the Health department has been hold- 
ing free rabies clinics on Seminole 
reservations over the past few 
months preparing Tribal citizens for 
the new Animal Control Ordinance 
that took effect on April 1 of this 
year. 

Per this ordinance, dogs and 
cats on all reservations must now be 
registered with the Seminole Health 
department. To register, proof of 
rabies vaccination must be presented with the applica- 
tion, available at all Tribal health departments. A 
Seminole animal registration tag will then be issued, 
and the cat or dog must wear it at all times. 

Peck and his staff were at Osceola 
Park in Hollywood on June 6 holding a 
free rabies clinic and registration. 

Turnout was good and almost 30 dogs 
and cats were registered and received 
the vaccination. 

Overall, Broward County has 
an ongoing rabies alert, said Peck, and 
in the past few months, the city of 
Hollywood has reported “a couple of 
incidents” of rabies. Raccoons and skunks 
are the most frequent carriers. 

“It’s always a concern to not have pets prop- 
erly vaccinated,” Peck said. 

The Animal Control Ordinance requiring 
mandatory rabies vaccination will create “a better 
quality of life for pets and people,” he added. 

The Seminole Police Department has the 
authority on all reservations to pick up and impound 
untagged dogs and cats to enforce the animal ordi- 
nance, said Peck. 

Peck said he is grateful to the Humane 
Society of Broward County who has been a great part- 
ner in this drive by providing the rabies inoculations 


and staff for all the Seminole rabies clinics. 

Already this year, the Health department has 
held four clinics and the Humane Society staff of Dr. 
Alicia Manlio, vet assistants Stephanie Fallas and 
Jennifer Subra “have been at every clinic,” 
according to Peck. They really deserve 
acknowledgement for being “willing partici- 
pants,” he said. 

Peck said he hopes to have 
approximately 400 pets registered by the 
end of the year. His department has set up 
a database that will enable his staff to 
remind Tribal citizens to renew their pet’s 
vaccination and update their registration. 
Rabies clinics run by the Health 
department will resume in late fall or early winter, 
and Peck said his department will do its “best to spon- 
sor two to three clinics per year per reservation,” but 
the Animal Control Ordinance is now in effect. 

In the meantime, rabies vaccinations can be 
arranged through a veterinarian. And to register a pet, 
submit proof of the vaccination to the Health depart- 
ment on a local reservation and fill out the animal tag 
application. 

For more information on the Animal Control 
Ordinance and registration, please contact the 
Environmental Health Office at (954) 962-2009, Ext. 
125. 


Tips for Blood Sugar Monitoring 


Submitted by the Seminole Health Department 

One of the major keys to managing diabetes 
is to know what affects blood sugar and when. The 
best way to understand this is by checking blood sugar 
regularly: fasting, two hours after meals and at bed- 
time. This will help determine how certain factors may 
make sugar increase or 
decrease. 

Food is one of the 
major factors that influence 
blood glucose levels. 


Anyone taking insulin or other medications 
for your diabetes, who then stops taking it or forgets, 
can impact their blood glucose levels. It is important 
to see a health care provider regularly for medication 
monitoring. Sometimes a dosage may need adjusting. 

As each person become more familiar with 


Target Blood Sugar Goals for People with Diabetes: 


Fasting 


2 Hours after meals 


Bedtime 


Hemoglobin A1C 


Testing before and after 
meals can better help bal- 
ance meals. Testing before 
bedtime can help prevent 
blood glucose from getting 
too low overnight. 

Exercise is a very 
important part of controlling 
diabetes. However, blood 
glucose can sometimes get 
too low during exercise, so 
it is important to test before 
exercising. If it is too low, 
have a small snack before 
exercising. Test after as well to see how exercise 
affects blood sugar levels. 

Stressful or emotional situations may also 
affect blood sugar. During these times, make a special 
effort to keep track of levels. The same applies for 
vacations or various social situations, such as parties. 
It may be easy to want to forget about testing blood 
sugar during these times, but this can lead to prob- 
lems. 


Target 

90- 130 mg/dl 
Less than 140 mg/dl 
110-140 mg/dl 


Mv Blood Sugar 


less than 7% 


For more information on blood sugar monitoring and other ways 
to care for your diabetes, contact your reservation’s health educa- 
tor. 


what raises or lowers their blood glucose level, they 
may be able to test less frequently. However, make 
sure to be “tuned in” to body signals-and if something 
doesn’t feel right make sure to test and see a doctor 
immediately. 

Taking control of diabetes is a challenge, but 
the reward can be great-good health enjoyable for a 
lifetime. 


Safety and Oral Health 


Submitted by the Seminole Dental Program 

June is National Home Safety Month. Many 
of the same precautions we take at home to stay safe 
can also keep our teeth safe and healthy. For example, 
many falls and trips are caused simply because objects 
such as loose newspaper or toys are left lying on the 
floor. A tooth can be broken in a fall just as easily as 
an arm. 

Germs can also be a danger in the home. And 
just as we are reminded never to share cups and drink- 
ing glasses, we should never share toothbmshes. If 
you accidentally drop your toothbrush on the floor 
replace it with a new one. 


Many organized sports activities such as foot- 
ball require the use of an athletic mouth guard. But 
injury to the mouth can occur even during an after- 
noon “backyard brawl.” Athletic mouth guards should 
be worn anytime you are participating in an activity 
where there is a chance for a fall. Other summer time 
activities in which a mouth injury is possible include 
skating, skateboarding, and baseball. 

For more information on how to keep you 
teeth safe over the summer break, please contact the 
Seminole Dental Program: Big Cypress, (863) 983- 
5151, Brighton, (863) 763-0271, Hollywood, (954) 
964-3411 and Immokalee (239) 867-3410. 




4101 Davie Rd. Ext. 
Davie, FL 33024 

954 - 436-9905 

BROWARDMOTORSPOinS.COM 
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Ask The Counselor 


Dear Counselor, 

I really enjoy reading your articles. I like the 
way you are able to provide solutions to difficult prob- 
lems. 

I am 26 years old and married with a very 
supportive wife. My wife and I have five children and 
we try to be good role models for them. I am new in 
the recovery program. I attend meetings and take it 
one day at a time. My problem is my confusion with 
the spiritual part of the 
recovery process. I am a 
Seminole my culture and 
belief is that the Great 
Spirit is my higher power. 

People in the pro- 
gram talk about spirituality 
and then they are those in 
the program that talk about 
religion. I have seen people 
in recovery and at meetings 
argue about their faith 
being the right one as if 
one belief is superior to 
another. 

Signed, 

Seeking 

Dear Seeking , 

The purpose of 
your letter is to engage in 
a journey of understand- 
ing the spiritual principles 
and spiritual awakening of 
the twelve steps in the 
recovery process . Sharing 
with fellow addicts is a 
basic tool in the recovery 
program. You will recog- 
nize your spiritual growth 
when you are able to 
reach out and help others. 

You will keep your recov- 
ery only with vigilance and freedom from your addic- 
tion through the twelve steps. 

The person within you is what the twelve 
steps is all about. Steps two and three address the 
spiritual part of addiction-the part you recognize 
only by a feeling of emptiness or loneliness , when 
you first come into the program. Step two says “ we 
came to believe that a power greater than ourselves 
could restore us to sanity, ” and step three states “ we 
made a decision to turn our will and our lives over to 
the care of God as we understand him. ” 

As you start to look at the effect of your dis- 


ease you are sure to see that your life has become 
unmanageable. Seeking it is important for you to 
believe in a power greater than yourselves , because 
of the many disappointment and hard aches that 
many people in recovery experience the concept is 
not an easy one for individuals who have been disap- 
pointed time after time. 

To believe in a power greater than ourselves 
begins with hope. Your hope will turn to faith as your 

life begins to improve. 
While many people ques- 
tion others about their 
spiritual beliefs , we must 
remember that our under- 
standing of a power 
greater than ourselves is a 
personal one. The differ- 
ence between religion and 
spirituality is based on the 
concept that religious peo- 
ple are afraid of going to 
hell, but spiritual people 
have been to hell and 
back. 

Whether the com- 
parison is fair or not, the 
fellowship of Alcoholic 
Anonymous (A A) presents 
itself as a spiritual rather 
than a religious program. 
Therapy offers explanation 
spirituality offers forgive- 
ness. Native Americans 
elders say that the twelve 
steps originally compiled 
by AA have much in com- 
mon with traditional native 
ways especially if they are 
viewed in a circle. As 
taught by the elders the 
time has come for you to 
awaken from your long 
sleep and search again for the teaching of the cre- 
ator through which you will find healing. 

As a Seminole you are part of the Seminoles 
in recovery and other Native Americans who are 
seeking healing, because they want to stop inflicting 
pain on themselves and their love ones. Addictive 
behavior brings addicts closer to the reality that no 
matter how hard they try to deny it, they are not the 
ones in control. This realization brings addicts closer 
to a higher power through spirituality. 

Signed, 

Counselor 



Basil Phillips 

MS, Mental Health Counseling 

J eliers of interest from the comm unit) 

Ail letters should he sent to 
ASK THE COUNSELOR 
Family Services Department 
3006 Josie Billie Avenue 
Hollywood, FL 33024 
bas i l p h i I ] i ps to sem t r i be. com 



The Healthy Senior 


By Fred Cicetti 

[Editor s Note: Fred Cietti is a syndicated columnist 
who writes about issues concerning senior citizens ’ 
health. The opinions he expressed are his own. If you 
would like to ask a question, please write fredci- 
cetti@gmail.com. All Rights Reserved © 2006 by 
Fred Cicetti.] 

Q. My daughter heard that grapefruit juice 
can be toxic for some people. Is that true? 

A: The juice, itself, is not toxic, but you 
should be careful taking medicine with any grape- 
fruit. Grapefruit juice can raise the level of some 
medications in the blood. The effect of grapefruit 
was discovered after using juice to mask the taste of 
a medicine. So, be sure to ask your doctor or phar- 
macist if it is safe to have grapefruit with your med- 
ications. 

Taking medicine can be hazardous to your 
health. You have to know what you’re doing. 

For example, calcium-rich dairy products or 
certain antacids can prevent antibiotics from being 
properly absorbed into the bloodstream. Ginkgo 
biloba can reduce the effectiveness of blood-thinning 
medications and raise the risk for serious complica- 
tions such as stroke. 

You should educate yourself so you know 
what active ingredients are in the prescription and 
over-the-counter medicines you are taking. 

Some people treat over-the-counter pain 
relievers as if they are harmless. They can hurt you 
if you take them improperly. They contain drugs 
such as acetaminophen, ibuprofen, naproxen sodium 
and aspirin. 

Acetaminophen is in Tylenol. Ibuprofen is 
in Advil. Naproxen sodium is in Aleve. 

Many prescription or over-the-counter med- 
icines that treat multiple symptoms, such as cold and 
flu medications, also include acetaminophen and the 


other pain- 
relieving ingredi- 
ents. So you have to 
be careful not to take too much of 
any one ingredient by ingesting more than one med- 
ication that contains that ingredient. 

Seniors take more medicines than any other 
age group because they have more health problems. 
Taking several drugs a day presents dangers. Here 
are some more tips to avoid side these hazards: 

Always inform your doctor or pharmacist 
about all medicines you are already taking, including 
herbal products and over-the-counter medications. 

Tell your doctor, nurse, or pharmacist about 
past problems you have had with medicines, such as 
rashes, indigestion or dizziness. 

Don’t mix alcohol and medicine unless 
your doctor or pharmacist says it’s okay. Some medi- 
cines may not work well or may make you sick if 
you take them with alcohol. 

The best advice is this: Don’t be afraid to 
throw a lot of questions about your medicines at 
your doctor, nurse or pharmacist. Here are some 
good ones: 

When should I take it? As needed, or on a 
schedule? Before, with or between meals? At bed- 
time? How often should I take it? How long will I 
have to take it? How will I feel once I start taking 
this medicine? 

How will I know if this medicine is work- 
ing? If I forget to take it, what should I do? 

What side effects might I expect? Should I 
report them? Can this medicine interact with other 
prescription and over-the-counter medicines — 
including herbal and dietary supplements — that I am 
taking now? 

And, ask your pharmacist to put your medi- 
cine in large, easy-to open containers with large- 
print labels. 



Jimmy Wayne Holdiness 


Seminole Indian Chickee Builder 
(239) 340-6453 or (239) 248-7196 
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Weight Watchers At Work participants met once a week for 12 weeks, 


Weight Watchers® At Work Meetings a Success 


Submitted by the Seminole Health Department 

HOLLYWOOD — On March 14 the Weight 
Watchers® At Work Program kicked off its first meet- 
ing at the Hollywood Tribal office building. The pro- 
gram was sponsored by the Human Resources and 
Health departments. 

Due to an overwhelming response by both 
Tribal citizens and employees, two groups were 
formed to accommodate all those who were eager to 
join. Both groups met for an hour long meeting during 
lunch, once a week for a total of 12 weeks. 

The format of each Weight Watchers® meet- 
ing included a weekly weigh-in, acknowledgement of 
members who have met goals such as every five 
pound weight loss, 10 percent weight loss and reach- 
ing their final weight goal along with a short discus- 
sion on a specific topic, and a question and answer 
period. A healthy, Weight Watchers® friendly lunch 
was provided at each meeting by the Allied Health 
department staff. 

Connie Lehman, a trained Weight Watchers® 
leader, facilitated the classes which emphasized mak- 
ing healthy lifestyle changes. Lehman played a key 
role in motivating the participants by sharing her own 
personal story of weight loss success on the Weight 
Watchers® program and providing helpful tips and 
strategies 

Some of the topics covered in the meetings 
were: smart grocery shopping, recipe modification, 
healthy meal planning, eating more fruits and vegeta- 
bles, increasing fiber intake, the importance of regular 
exercise and maintaining motivation. According to the 


group participants the leader helped keep everyone 
focused on their weight loss goal, in addition to creat- 
ing a supportive and open environment. 

The Weight Watchers® meetings use the 
TumAround™ Program for participants to incorporate 
into their daily lives. This program gave each person 
the choice to follow either the Flex or Core plan. 

The Flex plan allows the participant to eat 
any foods they like as long as they control your por- 
tions and keep track of how much they have eaten 
throughout the day. With this plan keeping a food 
journal is the key to being successful. According to 
Lehman “if you bite it, you write, but just don’t quit.” 

The Core Plan provides a list of healthy 
foods that you can eat without keeping track. Although 
the majority of the participants followed the Flex Plan 
everyone who stuck with the program was successful 
regardless of which plan they followed. 

The success of the Weight Watchers® pro- 
gram was amazing to say the least. At week six, which 
was the halfway mark of the program, the participants 
in both groups had lost a total of 256 pounds. By the 
end of the 12 weeks the weight loss grand total for the 
both groups was a whopping 390 pounds! 

The Health department would like to congrat- 
ulate everyone who participated in the Weight 
Watchers® program for taking steps to improve their 
health. Anyone interested in participating in the next 
Weight Watchers® program scheduled to start in the 
fall should contact Doris Mir or Tina Mennella at 
(954) 962-2009. 




One of the key components of Weight 
Watchers® is group support. Everyone shares the 
common goal of wanting to achieve a healthier 
lifestyle through weight loss/management. Within 
our larger group, there were some smaller groups 
with special ties to each other. 

We had the husband and wife team of Don 
and Peggy Stivers, who lost a combined total of 34 
pounds! They both have Diabetes and have mar- 
veled at how this weight loss has helped with their 
diabetes management. 

Don was able to reduce his insulin medica- 
tion from morning and evening, to just once a day in 
the morning. Sharing this experience together has 
been beneficial for the Stivers since they get to shop 
and prepare meals together, they can both help each 
other. This is a lot easier than each person having 
different food and perhaps tempting the other. 

Another family that has lost weight togeth- 
er is Dorothy Tommie and her adult children, 

Clinton Tommie and Karen Twoshoes. They lost a 
combined total of 51 pounds! They feel that doing 
this together has worked very well because they 


Shelley Marmor 

(L-R) Dorothy Tommie, Clinton Tommie, and 
Karen Twoshoes. 


Shelley Marmor 

(L-R) Don and Peggy Stivers. 


on Ravenswood Road to attend the meetings togeth- 
er. It was worth the trip-they lost a total of 38.5 
pounds! When asked what was helpful, they cited 
many aspects of the program. Having lunch provid- 
ed was helpful so that they could see what some 
healthy options are and what portion sizes mean. 

The group agreed that the program is 
“guaranteed to work if you follow it” and that the 
leader was “great and helpful.” They said they also 
enjoyed the group support. 

Three members of the Communications 
department embarked on the challenge of helping 
each other by chipping in and making healthy break- 
fast and lunch for each other. These enterprising 
coworkers are Janice Billie, Virginia Mitchell and 
Melissa Sherman. This was a fun way that they were 
able to continue to support each other throughout 
the week. They stated that they stayed determined 
and it worked-they have lost a combined total of 30 
pounds! 


“keep each other motivated.” Staying motivated is 
very important, and if one person feels like giving 
up, they have the support of their family member to 
keep them focused on their goal. 

Some changes can even carry through to 
other family members who are not on the program. 
One such example is if there is a family cook out 
and the ones who are on Weight Watcher’s help 
introduce some healthier options such as grilling 
chicken or fish and vegetables. You never know 
what you may like until you try it! 

The workplace is another area that can pro- 
vide support or temptation. Many times there are 
cakes and donuts in various offices and it’s very 
easy to overindulge. However, there were two 
departments that each had employees that joined 
together to help support each other. 

Cindy Cozier, Gail Seals, and Joy Sinberg 
made the trip every week from the Insurance office 


Shelley Marmor 

(L-R) Connie Lehman, Janice Billie, Virginia 
Mitchell and Melissa Sherman. 
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STARS 8< STRIPES G I VEAWAY 


AT 9PM OVER SEMINOLE PARADISE LAKE COME SEE 

THE MOST EXPLOSIVE, DYNAMIC DISPLAY OF FIREWORKS IN SOUTH FLORIDA 


STARTING AT NOON, ON JULY 4TH, Seminole Paradise will be rockin’ with live entertainment, cruisin’ with a 
Corvette show, steppin’ out with a sidewalk sale and sizzling with drink & food specials. 


HOTEL & CASINO 


HOLLYWOOD, FL 




C *S 

NOW OPEN 

1,200 NEW PARKING SPACES 


1 Seminole Way | Hollywood, FL 33314 | www,semirroiehardrockhollywood.conr> 

Promotions are subject to change or cancel without notice, if you or someone you know has a gambling problem, calt 1 888-ADMITHT. 


MONDAY, JULY 3 

DRAWING TIMES: 10AM, 12PM, 2PM, 4PM, 6PM & 8PM 
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Judy Weeks 

Ballet diva Chelsey Ford accepts a dozen roses. 


World of Dance Recital Held 

Seminole Children Dance Sending 
Viewers Abroad 



By Judy Weeks 

LEHIGH ACRES, 

FL — The auditorium of the 
Lehigh High School was 
packed with a very appreciative 
audience who had come to 
enjoy an evening of entertain- 
ment being performed by the 
students of Patty’s Dance 
Studio on June 10. 

This dance extravagan- 
za was presented in two per- 
formances each lasting approxi- 
mately three hours with a short 
intermission. More than 75 stu- 
dents participated in dance rou- 
tines, which included chorus 
lines, solos, duets and carefully 


dancers wearing fabulous cos- 
tumes depicting various coun- 
tries, nationalities and ethnic 
origins. It is seldom that anyone 
has an opportunity to see an 
amateur production of such 
high quality and with such 
extraordinary detail to costume 
and design. 

The repetoire included: 
country western, Broadway 
classics, French Can-Can, 
Russian folk dancers, kung fu 
fighters, Arabian harems, boot 
camp hip-hop, jazz, choo-choo 
trains, ballerinas, Jail House 
Rock, geisha girls, clowns, 
Planet of the Apes, disco and so 
much more. 
Dancers ranged in 
age from three to 
78 years with the 
average being 
from six to 18. 

Little 
Jada Holdiness 
joined eight other 
dancers in per- 
forming 

LaBamba in fabu- 
lous Latin flam- 
boyance. Jillian 
Rodriguez had 
practiced for 
England Swings 
in a black, white, 
and gold attired 
chorus line and 
Farmer’s Tan 
dressed like 
Daisy Mae. 

In a flut- 
ter of white fans, 
Chelsey Ford in a 
red tutu with gar- 
lands of flowers 
in her hair, joined 
her dance troupe 
in performing a 
beautiful rendi- 
tion of Coppelia 
Judy Weeks Ballet. 


Hip-Hop performer Laurissa DelaRosa gets 
down in the Hip-HopRevue. 


choreographed stage acts. 

The theme for the pro- 
duction of World of Dance took 
the audience on a trip around 
the world. The stage was trans- 
formed with airport posters, 
foreign flags and travel memo- 
rabilia. Participating in the pro- 
gram were four young members 
of the Immokalee community 
who have been attending the 
school for the past year. 

Each performance 
included 45 songs with the 


Larissa 
DeLaRosa, in 
combat boots and 
camoflauge, did 
some very awesome moves in 
the Hip-Hop productions and 
proved to be very aerobatic. 

The Hip-Hop Revue in which 
she participated was asked to 
entertain during the half time at 
the Germain Arena on Saturday, 
June 17th during the Firecats 
Game. 

Following the 
evenings entertainment, the 
entire dance company did a cur- 
tain call and the applause 
brought down the house. 



New Martial Arts Program Kicks Off In Big Cypress 


By Susan Etxebarria 

BIG CYPRESS — For the youth, just about the hippest 
thing happening this summer is Go Dragon-a new program 
offered by the Seminole Tribe’s Fitness department. Go Dragon, 
a traveling Tae Kwon Do martial arts school, launched its first 
classes beginning in June at Big Cypress. 

Classes will be offered in the coming months at all the 
reservations. 

At Big Cypress, Go Dragon is fast becoming a very 
popular class among the Tribal youth 
even though it requires silence, obe- 
dience, concentration and disci- 
pline. It is amazing to watch four 
year olds to 14 year olds snap 
into place at the master instruc- 
tor’s commands. They are so 
eager to develop strength of 
mind, body and spirit. 

It is easy to recognize 
the strong appeal of martial arts 
in the expressions on the faces of 
the students lined up and listening 
with great expectations and respect 
for their teacher. Many of them just 
dream of getting their belts in martial arts. 

At Go Dragon students learn the 2,000 year old Tae 
Kwon Do and many other forms of martial arts. Master 
Instructor Robert J. McCarthy is the founder of Go Dragon. He 
has more than 20 years experience, has competed in International 




Susan Etxebarria 

Nigel Wells shows great determination in Little Warrior Class 
obstacle course. 



Susan Etxebarria 


Eyanna Lee Billie and Raini Cypress play games that increase balance, coordination, 
andjocus in a safe, controlled setting. 



Susan Etxebarria 








Tae Kwon Do events and held two state titles 

“Martial arts are really good for kids 
pline and self confidence. It shows them 
they can do anything if they put their mind 
to it,” said McCarthy. 

He is an example of someone 
who developed life long skills and fitness 
from his martial arts career starting at the 
tender of age of four. Today he works full 
time for Seminole Fire & Rescue as a fire- 
fighter so he is a person who has proven 
himself as a tough, disciplined guy. 

Anyone has to be tough in order to fight 
fires and save lives. Now he passes on his 
knowledge and expertise teaching martial 
arts as well. 

To get the all the willing Tribal 
citizens started, not just children, but also 
teens and adults, the classes are free. 
Chairman Mitchell Cypress, Big Cypress 
Council Representative David Cypress, 
Fitness Director Vicki Barrogiannis and 
Big Cypress Recreation Director George 
Grasshopper are all to be thanked for get- 
ting this program initiated. 

Once Go Dragon has classes at 
all the reservations, and enough kids are 
ready to compete, intra-reservation tourna- 
ments can be held. A Seminole team can 
also be trained to kick butt in outside tour- 
naments statewide and even nationally. 

Many adult students will take the 
class for fitness only, while others will 
take the classes as a family project. 

There’s something for everyone; for dad, 
its great physical fitness, for mom, its 
flexibility and self defense. And what 
about your kids? Well, they may change 
right before your eyes. 

“It produces tremendous family 
spirit,” said McCarthy. 

What parents might be glad to 
know is that a fierce band of Koreans 
known as the “Hwarang” practiced Tae 
Kwon Do 1,500 years ago. According to a 
Go Dragon brochure, they preached “loy- 
alty to your people, honoring your parents, 
being faithful to your friends, to never 
retreat in battle and to use good judgment 
before killing living things.” 

McCarthy wants fans of martial 
arts to know about his style of instruction. 

He said he admires the martial arts legend, 
Bruce Lee, who advised his followers to 
“Take what works and use it.” With 
McCarthy’s foundation in the Korean Art 
of Tae Kwon Do he adds applicable tech- 
niques from various styles from boxing 
and kickboxing to jiu-jitsu. He wants his 
students to know practical means of self 
defense and how to avoid bad situations 
from the beginning. 

Tae Kwon Do teaches more than 
jabs, kicks, jumps, hand and foot strikes. 

At the same time the body gains mastery 
the student learns to develop habits of 
courtesy, integrity, self-control, persever- 
ance and an unbreakable spirit. It is this 
kind of training that combats drug use and 
addiction. Not all students will become a 
martial arts star but all students can gain 
from taking classes. 

To learn more about this pro- 
gram, or to sign up for classes, call Go 
Dragon class coordinator and Assistant 
Director of Fitness Irena Loleski, at (954) 
931-0515. 


in amateur boxing. Mike Lopez, Sabre Billie, Adrienne Cypress, and Anthony Joe all listen as Mr. 
It teaches disci- McCarthy teaches self-defense in Team Dragon Class. 
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THE LOOK ! 

JR SEAU, JASON TAYLOR, MARSHALL FAULK 
BRAD PENNY, AJ BURNETT & MANY MORE DID! 

★ GO WHERE THE STARS SHOP AND -JL- 
GET TREATED LIKE A STAR !!! ^ 
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TOOL BOXES 


BILLET GRILLES 


ALL TIRES 13"- 44' 


AIR INTAKES 


LIFT KITS/LOWERING KITS 13" - 26" CUSTOM WHEELS AIRAID / SUPERCHIPS 


AUOIOVOX DVD/VCP/TUNER FIBERGLASS TONNO'S BRUSHGUARDS/NERFBARS 

M-F 9am - 6pm I WWW.CALCUSTOMS.COM I SAT 9am - 3pm 

4721 RAVENSWOOD RD / FT LAUDERDALE, FL 33312 

(954) 981-7223 / FAX: (954) 981-3401 
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Seminole Sports Management Supports Disney Trip 




By Chris Jenkins 

ORLANDO, FL — A happy child, in a 
happy place can go a long way with their growth 
and stability. Just imagine enjoying the day at a 
place priding itself on the motto, “The Happiest 
Place on Earth,” Walt Disney World’s Magic 
Kingdom. On May 27, 40 Broward county youth 
lived the dream. 


The opportunity to see and live such a 
dream came courtesy of Seminole Sports 
Management (SSM) and former Fort Lauderdale 
native and National Football League great, 
Michael Irvin through his non-profit charity, 
Playmaker Charities and Academies. 

“A lot of these kids they’ve never been 
here before, for them, this is something that they 
saw in the little box called a TV 
and they really didn’t know it 
existed,” Irvin said. “I’ve been 
here a million times, but it’s like 
I’m experiencing everything for 
the first time because I’m looking 
through their eyes.” 

Such a reward came 
because of dedication to their 
studies as part of after school pro- 
grams with Carter Park in Fort 
Lauderdale. 

Playmakers Charities and 
Academies was created to give 
kids in need academic, spiritual, 
and emotional support to aid them 
to succeed in life. Thus far, the 
foundation’s efforts have helped 
provide donated computers from 
Broward County Crime Stoppers, 
and helped toward renovations of 
the Michael Irvin Academic 
Recreation Academy Building 
with a state of the art dance stu- 
dio, as well as establish a profes- 
sional reading program. 

“We want to give them 
everything they need to become 
well-rounded, great individuals 


Chris Jenkins 

Michael Irvin enjoys the tea cups with two Carter Park stu- 
dents. 


that will contribute in a great way to this society,” 
said Irvin. 

As Foundation Manager for Playmakers 
and SSM, Tera Jenkins has worked hard behind 
the scenes preparing. 

“SSM was intimately involved with the 
fundraising to make this event happen and was 
responsible for the planning and execution of the 
event,” said Jenkins. “It was the job of SSM to 
utilize its experienced staff and resources to pull 
off such a smooth and successful trip for our 
client Playmaker Charities and Academies.” 

Seventh grade student Derek Walker felt 
the payoff was worth the work. 

“We had to work really hard and always 
do the right thing and have good behavior,” 
Walker said. 

Irvin feels the experience has helped him 
gain a better perspective on the foundation’s 
impact. 

“If these kids walk out of here with 
respect for themselves and each other, then we’ve 
accomplished a great thing,” Irvin said. 

Jenkins feels the impact on the kids is 
immeasurable. 

“This will be a lifetime memory for some 
of these kids. I believe that it may have given 
some of them some hope,” she said. 

Since retiring from the NFL due to a 
neck injury in 2000, the two-time Hall of Fame 
finalist day job is with ESPN as one of the most 
informative, respected, and lively analysts in the 
NFL. He also maintains strong ties to the South 
Florida community through his work with the 
University of Miami, radio guest appearances and 
his charity. 


Chris Jenkins 

Michael Irvin poses with two lucky students Derek Walker 
(L) and Casey Barber (R) at Carter Park before leaving on 
the field-trip. 


Chris Jenkins 

Michael Irvin (white hat) with the lucky 40 in the streets of Walt Disney World. 



Chris Jenkins 


The media swarm with questions for Michael Irvin, 



Chris Jenkins 


The students load up and prepare for the trip to Walt Disney 
World. 


ESSENTIAL APOTHECARY 



VISIT OUR BOOTH AT THE: 
Miccosukee Tribe Arts Festival 
Dec. 26th, 2005 • Jan. 1st, 2006 



1 - 800 - 551-5009 


ESSENTIAL OILS * AROMATHERAPY • HERBS • EDUCATION 
ORGANIC TEA « MASSAGE OIL • SALVES * CLAY * SOAP 
CANDLES - PERSONAL CARE PRODUCTS • HOME & OFFICE 
CLEANERS * GIFTS * BOOKS * CONSULTATIONS 
ENVIRONMENTAL MISTING 



ORGANIC TEA HOUSE 


**Stop in for Some Tea and a Healthy Snack Any Time 
***Organic Cooking Classes*** 


Learn to Make your own Soap, just $5.00 


*HERB OF THE MONTH* 
Certified Organic* 
Chamomile 
is revered 
for it’s Calming 
Properties. 


Please Call to make Reservations for any of the Classes 



1 2226 SW 8th Street 
Miami, FL 33184 
Ph: 305.55 1.5009 
Fax: 305.551. 5690 

www.essentialapothecary.com 



Lavender Class 

Learn how to use Lavender for 
Aromatherapy • Lavender as Food 
Home & Personal care products 



Mention this Ad for a 
complimentary sample of 
California White Sage. 

Give the Gift of Healthy living 
to the ones you love. 

We offer a huge array of 
All Natural Products. 
‘GIFT BASKETS AVAILABLE* 
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Chris Jenkins 


Seminole One’s Brady Latchford hits a double versus 
Driftwood. 



Chris Jenkins 

Seminole Warrior, Kira Mowatt, 6, gets some hitting practice. 


Divisional T-Ball Season 
Ends 

By Chris Jenkins 

HALLANDALE BEACH, FL — On May 30 31 some 
of the future stars of the softball and baseball field shined in the 
five to seven year old A and B division T-ball league. The 
Seminole Warriors and Seminole One ball clubs were in playoff 
action. 

Coming in, Coach Terry Tartsah’s Seminole One squad 
was in an all or none situation as they were 0- 1 in tourney play 
and with one last shot to keep their season alive came up short 
with a 28-20 time-limit final. Coach Tartsah felt errors, having 
four players out, and a lack of experience all were major factors 
in the loss and an older more experienced Driftwood team took 
advantage. 

“The game was close and we had them at first,” said 

Tartsah. 

Entering his tenth year, Tartsah had a new team taking 
the field, six of whom were new. 

“I had first year ball players and I had some with me 
about two years playing this year,” Tartsah said. 

Seminole One ended their season at 5-12, including the 

playoffs. 

“The kids did real good; the season was awesome,” 
Tartsah said. 

Second year coach Jason DiCarlo’s Seminole Warriors, 
turned a slow start into a championship facing fourth-ranked 
Driftwood. With a 28-18 final, his bunch secured the Division B 
Championship. 

“We did everything we had to do to win the game, it 
was a good team effort,” DiCarlo said. 

The key in the win was better defense highlighted by a 
fifth inning double play with the bases loaded, according to 
DiCarlo. 

With a 1-5 shortened season last year due to Hurricane 
Wilma, and an 8-9 record this year, it is proof that in the post- 
season hard work and chemistry can make all the difference. 

“We continued to improve throughout the season with 
steady improvement,” DiCarlo said. 

The season resumes for both teams in August and 
September. 



Chris Jenkins 


Seminole head coach, Terry Tartsah discusses game line-ups 
with officials and Driftwood coaches. 



Chris Jenkins 

Head coach Jason DiCarlo (middle) and his Division-B T-Ball Championship team, 
the Seminole Warriors. 



Chris Jenkins 

Seminole One, Skyla Osceola bears down on the ball versus Driftwood. 
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LANDSCAPING * LAND 

HAULING 
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Seminole Indian 4-H Banquet 




By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — The 

2005-2006 Awards Banquet for 
Seminole Indian 4-H was hosted at 
the Seminole Tribe’s Cattle & Land 
Headquarters in Brighton on 
Thursday, June 15. Occupying 
every seat at the decorated tables in 
the massive Cattlemen’s Hall were 
4-H members, parents, grandpar- 
ents and whole families who 
seemed very pleased with their 
children who made so much 
progress this year in 4-H. 

Prior to the program, the 
audience was treated to a videotape 
playing on a large overhead screen. 

It was the recent 4-H Show & Sale 
at Brighton. The special video, 
filmed by Seminole Broadcasting, 
was of a memorable night and fun 
to view. 

The happy banquet began 
at noon with fantastic tender steak 
and swamp cabbage cooked up by 
J.R Huff and John Wayne Huff. Jr. 
and, Mary Jo Micco catered the 
rest of the meal that included her 
tasty fry bread and famous choco- 
late cake. 

The occasion was brought 
to order by Mary Huff, president of 
the Brighton 4-H Swine Club, who 
led everyone in the Pledge of 
Allegiance to the flag and the 
recital of this meaningful 4-H 
Pledge that members memorize. 

She recited it in a strong voice. 

“I pledge my head to 
clearer thinking, my heart to 
greater loyalty, my hands to larger 
service, my health to better living 
for my club, my community, my 
country and my world,” she said. 

Michael Bond, the Tribe’s — 
extension agent from the 
University of Florida, emceed the lively 


Mitch Flinchum with his jacket while Michael Bond and 
Candi Ma ncil announce next person. 


Susan Etxebarria 

Kalgary Johns holds her excellent record book. 


work this year. He said that the University 
of Florida at 
Gainesville is very 
proud to have 
Seminole Indian 4-H 
among its many 
Florida-based 4-H 
programs. 

4-H is a 

youth education pro- 
gram of the coopera- 
tive extension service 
conducted by the 
United States 
Department of 
Agriculture, 
University of Florida, 
A & M University 
and the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida, Inc. 

“Maybe you 
guys don’t realize it 
but Seminole 4-H has 
a reputation as being 
one of the best 4-H 
clubs in the United 
States,” he said as a 
round of applause fol- 
lowed. 

Bond also 
introduced a special 

Susan Etxebarria guest from the 

University of 
Florida’s Cooperative 


Extension Services Mitch Flinchum. 
Bond thanked Flinchum for his work 
on behalf of the Tribe by preparing 
grants and obtaining significant fund- 
ing for the 4-H Program. 

Special recognition was 
given to two cattle owners whose 
herds produced top winners this year 
at the Annual Seminole Indian 4-H 
Show & Sale. 

“The Seminole Tribe has one 
of the best herds in the United States 
and it is the top third on the east 
coast,” said Bond as he also acknowl- 
edged these pioneer ranching families. 

The Joe H. Tiger Estate pro- 
duced Skyler Burke’s grand champion 
steer and the Joe Johns Estate pro- 
duced LeAnna Billie’s reserve grand 
champion. Both girls were very dili- 
gent in raising their calves to maturity. 

Also introduced were the 
Seminole Indian 4-H officers, the 4-H 
advisory committee and project lead- 
ers. 4-H volunteers were given special 
thanks. As the saying goes “it takes a 
village to raise a child” and their help 
makes 4-H happen every year. 

A big hit at the banquet were 
the specially-designed, really sensa- 
tional, green and white Seminole sum- 
mer jackets presented to every youth 
in the Tribe as well as one to 
President Osceola and to Flinchum. 
The distinctive jackets with the 4-H 
logo were donated by Polly Hayes 
and Brighton 4-H. 

Every youth in 4-H was pre- 
sented with a certificate and their 
well-earned paycheck from the sale of 
their animal. The jacket and the new 
t-shirt was icing on the cake. Finally 
the 4-H members got their record 
books back after handing them in for 
their grade. 

Each member’s 4-H steer 
project record book or swine project record 
book was stacked up in one of three piles 
on the head table. It was the job of 
“Professor” Bond to grade these books and 
he had examined and evaluated them for 
days. 

Bond was jubilant as he told the 
parents and children that the biggest pile 
was the record books that earned 100 
points, or more. It was an astonishing feat 
to have so many. Since 100 is the top 
grade, Bond said the extra points were just 
a way of letting the kids know their extra 
efforts were appreciated. 

Kalgary Johns received 105 points 
and Bond had written in the book 
“Awesome book & very well organized.” 
There were too many excellent books to 
read and Johns agreed to let the Seminole 
Tribune use hers as an example. On quick 
glance it seemed as though many of the 
record books had super photography and 
original formats the youths had designed 
on their computers. 

Every record book required lots of 
record keeping. It’s almost like homework! 
Included are the inventory of supplies and 
equipment list and the feed expense 
records list with attached receipts required. 

In her record book in the rate of 
gain column Johns faithfully recorded the 
weights her steer, Rocky, was gaining as he 
grew. Her steer weighed 708 pounds when 
she picked him from her father and grand- 


affair that was first kicked off with a 
thoughtful speech from President Moses 
Osceola. 

“Thanks for inviting me here 
today to be with all of you,” said Osceola. 
“To all the children I want to say 
‘Congratulations’. You had a really great 
show this year and you worked hard.” 

Osceola then addressed the fami- 
lies. 

I have to congratulate the parents 
and grandparents I see here today. Your 
support of your children is really neces- 
sary, really important. It is good to see so 
much interest and support of your kids in 
4-H.” Then turning back to the youth, he 
said “You children, you stick with it. Stick 
with 4-H and in time it will pay off for 
you. It takes hard work to be successful 
and you can be successful. So, stay in 4-H; 
stay in school; and then, if you want, go to 
college.” 

Bond next introduced Seminole 
Indian 4-H Coordinator Polly Hayes 
Osceola, Brighton Assistant Dionne 
Smedley and Big Cypress Assistant Candi 
Mancil. He congratulated them for all their 



Susan Etxebarria 

Good food 



Susan Etxebarria 


Dionne Smedley and Mary Jo Micco serve 4-H members. 


father’s herd in Big Cypress. At the ban- 
quet, Johns’ steer was given the merit 
award for most gained weight-a whopping 
667 pounds. This is what Johns wrote in 
her record book when she had to answer 
this question: What Have I Learned? 

She wrote “I have learned that 
raising steer is a lot of work. It is similar to 
raising a horse. They both eat two times a 
day and enjoy their hay. I believe I did a 
good job because I had good teachers. My 
parents, my 4-H directors, and my grand- 
parents have taught me how to raise 
Rocky. The last time I weighed him he was 
1,375 pounds.” 

Another 4-H member who worked 
hard but didn’t win this year was Toby 
Gopher. She was complimented highly for 
her excellent record book as well. 

In her swine project story she 
wrote: “I learned that it takes a lot of 
responsible stuff like cleaning his pen, 
washing him and feeding him every day. It 
is a lot of work but I got used to it so it is 
not hard. What would I do to improve my 
projects? I would spend more time with 
my hog and wash him every day.” 


2005-2006 4-H Merit Awards & Recognition 


Steers: Grand Champion: Skyler 
Burke; Reserve Grand Champion: 
LeAnna Billie; Senior Showmanship: 
LeAnna Billie; Junior Showmanship: 
Ravenne Osceola; Herdsmanship: 

Rayven Smith; Most Gained Weight: 
Kalgary Johns. 

Swine: Grand Champion: 

Kiylier Baker; Reserve Grand Champion: 
Levi Billie; Senior Showmanship: Mark 
Arrigo; Junior Showmanship: Jarayca 
Baker; Herdsman: Clint Bowers. 

Special Recognition to Cattle 
Owners: Grand Champion Steer: Joe H. 
Tiger Estate; Reserve Grand Champion: 
Joe Johns Estate. 

4-H Advisory Committee: 
Project Leaders: Chris Marrero, 
Immokalee, Organization Leader; 
Moleana Mora, Immokalee, Swine & 
Steer Leader; Candi Mancil, Big 
Cypress, Organizational, Steer & Swine 
Leader; Betty Billie Brighton, Swine 
Leader; Emma Urbina, Brighton, Steer 
Leader 

2005-2006 4-H Volunteers: 
Amos Tiger, Amy Yzaguirre, Andre 
Jumper, Andy Bowers, Benny 
Hernandez, Betty Billie, Boogie Jumper, 
Brandi Clay, Ceceila Thomas, Chelsey 
Mancil, Connie Haught, Dallas Nunez, 
Danny Harmon, Debbie Johns, Dionne 
Smedley, Donald Hayes, Emma Brown, 
Emma Urbina, Ethel Gopher, Frank 
Thomas, Holly Johns, Jeanette Cypress, 
Jeanne Billie, Jennifer Mancil, Jessie 
Aldridge, Jessie Urbina, Joyce Piz, Juan 


Tapia, Juanita Martinez, Judy Weeks, 

Kay Bowers, Keith Billie, Kelli Osceola, 
Kenny Joe Davis, Kevin Lawerence, 
Kenny Doney, Leoma Simmons, Lewis 
Gopher Sr., Lisa Osceola, Lizina Bowers, 
Lonnie Gore, Loretta Peterson, Mathew 
Piz, Melissa Kendrick, Michele Thomas, 
Milo Osceola, Naha Jumper, Nolan 
Mancil, Norman Johns, Paulette 
Lawerence, Peter Martinez, Raymond 
Mora, Reno Osceola, Rodney Osceola, 
Sam Smedley, Sandy Billie Jr., Sampson 
Gopher, Shannon Gopher, Sylvia 
Marrero, The Youth Ranch, Adam Turtle, 
Donna Turtle and Sheri Holmes. 

2005-2006 Seminole Indian 4-H 
Officers: Immokalee 4-H: President 
Mark Arriaga, Vice President Justin 
Villarreal, Secretary Edward Yzaguirre, 
Treasurer Cassandra Jimmie, Sergeant of 
Arms Tommy Benson, Sergeant of Arms 
Rafeal Sanchez; Big Cypress 4-H: 
President Keifer Bert, Vice President 
Dani Jae Tommie, Secretary Andre 
Jumper, Treasurer Sonnie Billie; 

Brighton 4-H Swine Club: President 
Mary Huff , Vice President Jewel Buck, 
Secretary Stevie Brantley, Treasurer Lois 
Billie, Reporter Ashton Baxley, Sergeant 
of Arms Ty Huff, Sergeant of Arms 
Jaryaca Baker; Brighton 4-H Steer Club: 
President Reba Osceola, Vice President 
Dayne Johns, Secretary Kristina Osceola, 
Treasurer Katrina Betty loun, Reporter 
LeAnna Billie, Sergeant of Arms 
Brandon Billie, Sergeant of Arms 
Ravenne Osceola. 
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Donny Hayes shows how to saddle a horse. 


Horse Clinic held for Youth 


By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — The grounds 
near the 4-H Horse Bam at Brighton, 
across from the rodeo arena, were filled by 
eager youths on the morning of June 14. 
They were dying to ride a horse. Some of 
the kids had never been on a horse and 
they really wanted to try it. Thanks to the 
efforts of the 4-H 
staff, the youth 
attending Brighton 
Recreation depart- 
ment’s summer pro- 
gram were brought 
to the stables to 
attend a horse clin- 
ic. 

Donny 

Hayes, who takes 
care of the horses 
for 4-H, set up the 
grounds and pre- 
pared the horses. 

He brought them 
out of their stalls, 
seven in all. 

4-H 

Coordinator Polly 
Hayes showed the 
youth how to 
approach a horse, 
how to walk around 
a horse and where 
to stand and hold 
the reins. She 
showed them how 
to calm a horse before you ride by patting 
it gently, talking to it and bmshing it. The 
youths took turns bmshing. 

They were shown how to put a 
saddle blanket on a horse and then saddle 
up the horse. They were helped as they 


learned to mount a horse. 4-H Assistant for 
Big Cypress, Candi Mancil, came to help 
with the clinic. She took three of the 
youths on horses into one ring and Polly 
Hayes took four nervous riders into the 
larger ring. 

Both women are very knowledge- 
able and experienced in riding horses. 


From them the children got helpful instruc- 
tion about how to lead a horse, ride a horse 
and stay calm and relaxed in the saddle. It 
took most of the next two hours to make 
sure everyone had their chance to ride a 
horse. 



Susan Etxebarria 


4-H’s Polly Hayes (right) demonstrates proper brushing. 
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Donny Hayes shows children how to put a blanket on a horse 
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Miami Heat Handle Business in Championship 

Sweep Mavericks in Florida, Win It All in Dallas 






Tony Heard 

Coach Pat Riley motivates his team at a time out. 


Lila Osceola 

Miami Jr. Jammers break it down at time-out. 


By Tony Heard 

MIAMI, FL — The Miami Heat looked as if they were 
not the team to bring home the trophy after the first two games in 
Dallas. The Mavericks outhustled, outrebounded, and outran the 
Heat to take a 2-0 lead in the NBA finals. Luckily for the Heat all 
the games were not in Dallas, because once the venue changed so 
did the effort, hustle, and intensity of the Heat players. The crowd 
that assembled in American Airlines Arena for each game had a 
lot to do with that. 

With some of the greatest fans in the NBA, the Miami 
players fed off of the excitement and energy that surrounded all of 
south Florida throughout the home stand at American Airlines 
Arena. 

Fans and fanatics alike were on hand to show how much 
they believed in their team. Spectators showed up to games with 
their faces painted, waving signs of encouragement, and wearing 
white, supporting the “White Hot” theme of the playoffs this year. 

There are no words that can describe the atmosphere and 
energy that was present during the final game here in South 
Florida. A few that come to mind are, remarkable, outstanding, 
and amazing. Anyone who was in attendance will agree, no one 
could have asked for a better game five. Series tied at two and 
both teams needing a win. There were big shots made by both 
teams, there were bad calls from the officials, technical fouls, con- 
fetti, and a wonderfully thrilling victory for all Heat fans. 

“The D Wade Express” was headed to Dallas and all his 
troops are with him. With hopes that Wade could continue his 
astonishing play, and catapult his team to their first NBA champi- 
onship in franchise history. It was definitely going to take a lot to 
overcome the rowdy and excited crowd in Dallas. 

From the looks and sounds of the games here, I think the 
Heat players got enough support and cheers from the fans to help 
them bring home the championship. 

The Heat traveled to Dallas and endured the taunting, 
sellout crowd, and weight of not winning in Dallas in the last 
three years. They stayed fifteen strong and behind Dwyane Wade 
captured the first NBA championship in history. 

In a close game where Dallas seemed poised and deter- 
mined to play a game seven, the Heat started out slow but finished 
strong. That has pretty much been the story of these finals for the 
Heat. With Dallas turning the ball over and missing shots at criti- 
cal times the Heat held on to become the world champs. 

Dallas let the momentum slip through their fingers to 
have double digit leads in game three, five, and six, but the Heat 
was determined, resilient, and snatched the championship from 


American Airlines Arena is “White Hot” and ready for Game 5 tip off. 


Tony Heard 

Dallas Mavericks and Miami Heat battle in the paint for much needed rebounds. 


the Mavericks on their home court. 

This outcome could not have been scripted any better. Down 0-2 and 
then winning four straight to clinch the title 
shows the heart of true champs. The trials, 
injuries, and controversy throughout the year 
are no longer an issue. The 14,132 fans that 
piled into American Airlines Arena and all of 
those who celebrated until the wee hours of 
the morning deserve this championship 
also. 

The support that is 
showed to this group of men is 
outstanding, and that is how 
all pro sports should be. 

The differ- 
ence maker in this 
series was the bench p 
of Miami. The bench had 
failed to step up in previous 
series, but they took some < 
the weight off of Wade and 
O’Neal and made huge plays 
when it came down to the wire. 

There is no doubt about 
it, after the 95-92 victory on June 
20, the Heat has the best player, D 
Wade, in the NBA on the best team in 
the NBA. 

Coach Pat Riley said it best, 

“Fifteen strong, it will take us to win, 15 
strong.” That’s exactly how it happened. 

Congratulations Miami Heat players, friends, family, and 
most importantly fans! 


Lila Osceola 


Lila Osceola 

Joe Osceola shows his team spirit after the big win. 
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Maroone 

Chevrolet 


On Pines/Hollywood Blvd 

Just West of University Drive 


Maroone 


KIMBROKE HO. 


CONTACT GIOVANNI VARGAS IN THE CONVERSION DEPARTMENT: 954-433-3408 


On Select Models 


AVAILABLE OPTIONS: 

Leather, Tri-Fold Sofa Bed, OnStar, CD Changer, Surround Sound, Dual Entry Doors 

Ground Effects Packages, 20" Wheels & Much More. 


FOR CAREER OPPORTUNITIES \n 
SALES, SERVICE and MANAGEMENT 


Maroone 

QMh-hgltl 


STORE HOURS: MONDAY * FRIDAY RAM - 9PM * SATURDAY 9AM- 8PM SUNDAY T1AM-6PM * SERVICE HOURS: MONDAY - FRIDAY 7AM *7 PM * SATURDAY 7AM-5PM 


"MMtEY BACK GUARANTEE BASED Oti 3 DAYS/35Q MH_ES, VS'H :L HE'U ER COMES FI«T. SOME BESTRICFIOaS MAY APPLl SEE STORE FOR DETAILS YOU MOST PRESENT THiS AD AT TIME OF PURCHASE Tfl RECEIVE THESE SPECIAL PRICES. DEFERS GOOD OH BATE OF PUBLICATION 1 ONLY UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED .A OVER TISED PfllCES WOT 
APPLICABLE TO EXPORTERS. PRIOR LEASES EXCLUDED. SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS. NOT RESFONSIBLL TOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERROftS. PICTURES ARE FOR ILLUSTflATlOK PURPOSES ONLY. "GHDSTKlHlRS" (PARKER, JR.? USED BY PERMISSION OF €Ml GOLDEN TORCH MUSIC E WDIOLA MUSIC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 199*4006 AUTOMATION INC. 
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Happy Birthday 



Happy birthday Kristy Leeann Motlow! 

Another year gone by and you’re missed every single 
lay. I know you’re in a better place though. Thank 
you for always being there cuz. 

Love, 

Carolee Nelson 


Happy birthday Akira. I remember when 
you were just a little girl. Now you’re all grown up. 
We just want to wish you a happy birthday and many 
more to come. 

With love, 

Mommy (Doreen Cypress) and family 



Seminole Artists 
Wanted 


Submitted by the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
Museum 


BIG CYPRESS — The Ah-Tah- 
Thi-Ki Museum at Big Cypress is in the 
planning stages of an exhibit on contempo- 
rary Seminole artists. The exhibit would 
showcase the artwork of tribal members, 
presenting their work to a wider audience. 
Artists may wish to have a day highlighting 
their work when they would be at the muse- 
um to answer questions, demonstrate, or 
give a short talk. 

All types of art will be considered. 
In order to be part of this exciting exhibit, 
please contact Gretchen DeBree at (863) 
902-1113, Ext. 212 or Cynthia Kasee at 
(863) 902-1113, Ext. 207 by July 12. 
Artwork must be ready for the exhibit by 
Aug. 15 


Wonder and Mary Johns Celebrate 50 Years Together 



Submitted by Carol Johns 

Wonder and Mary 
Johns celebrated their 50th 
Wedding Anniversary with an 
afternoon party hosted by fam- 
ily and friends at Brighton 
Indian First Baptist Church. 

They were married in Colgate, 

Okla. on June 3, 1956. Colgate 
is near the town where Mary 
Johns grew up, called Atoka, 
and also near where her moth- 
er lived at the time. 

Early in their mar- 
riage, Wonder was served two 
years in the U.S. Army as a 
Private First Class stationed in 
Germany. Later he served as a 
Seminole Tribe employee for 
more than 30 years. Prior to 
his retirement, he was the pas- 
tor of Indian First Baptist 
Church in Hollywood and 
Brighton. Mary Johns was a nurse at Shawnee 
Hospital in Oklahoma but would later leave the work- 
force to raise their children and serve with her hus- 
band in the church. 

They now reside in Brighton and have lived 


there since 1973. Their children and grandchildren are 
daughter Cyndi Rodriguez (Juan) and their children 
Alyssa, Erin, Zachary, Nicholas; daughter Theresa 
Bowers (Marvin) and their children Trina and Clint; 
son Victor (Carol) and their children Ryan and Jillian. 
They have one great-grandchild, Ashlynn. 


It Is Only Because Of You I Exist 

It is you girl who has my heart 

It is you who get me though 

I exist only because of you 

It is your soft hellos 

Your beauty a wakes my soul 

And mellow gestures 

And arouses my body 

And the ever to die for wink 

There for giving me strength to carry on 

The reason I feel a breeze 

Yet another day. 

And I know I exist 

You smile is so intense 

And rejoice in happiness 

It is like sunshine to a world of darkness 

All you. 

And rainfall to a long drought 

Yes- you girl I cannot resist 

You touch so gentle 

Like that from a newborn child 

It is only because of you I exist 

Your eyes hoe they hypnotize 

And baffle me wild 

— Markell (Eli) Billie 


Happy Birthday Virginia Mitchell 









i 


am a member of the Bird 


clan. At age nine, I moved 
to a Panther clan village and grew 
up there. My mother is full- 
blooded Seminole and 
my father was of 
Dutch descent. My - 
mother gave me up to 
a friend who could 
not bear children. The f 
woman and her hus- 
band were full blooded 
Seminole. I think of them 
as my parents. 

When my stepmother 
passed, I went to live with her 
parents in the Everglades, in the 
Miccosukee community. I was the 
only young girl in the camp. My 
grandmother’s sister had five boys and 
one girl. For the longest time the boys 
called me “half breed,” but the term didn’t bother me. 

My grandparents told me stories of when half breeds were killed 
because they brought misfortune. When I heard this, I felt guilty to have 
bestowed this upon my loving family. 

My stepmother passed, then not long after her sister passed. 

Then her father, my grandfather passed. This laid a very heavy 
burden on my conscience and my heart. I rarely talked about 
it; being silent was easier. I was very hard on myself. 

Only one thought brought me comfort. I had been 
Id that half breeds were supposed to bring bad fortune 
and not survive. But there I was, in my forties, and I was a 
survivor. 

I started thinking about how my 
grandparents had treated me with so 
much kindness. They said, “Never for- 
get who you are. Never forget where 
you come from.” If I was so unworthy, 
why had they been so kind to me? 

So many elders spoke kindly to 
me, and taught me what to expect in 
the future. I miss them terribly. The 
time spent with them is like a vision 
so vivid; it is like watching a motion 
picture. We still have some wise peo- 
ple among us. Let’s go and visit with 
them! They are eager to talk to all who 
will listen. Let’s open our ears and 
hearts. We will regret it if we never 
approach them and hear the greatest sto- 
ries ever told. 

Throughout my life, there have been 
many people who have mistreated me, talked ill 
of me, cursed me and abused me. But I have prayed 


O ne day when I worked in the 


" Gaming department a woman 
came down and knocked on the door and 
asked me to help The Seminole 
Tribune out. I had only worked 


| in the Gaming department 
% for three months and 
■ rumor made its way 
upstairs that I went to 
school for computer 
graphics and I knew the 
exact software the Tribune 


had just purchased. 

They were making a 
transition from paste up and 
type setting, to doing their own 
layout in house! 

The lady seemed nice 
enough, so I agreed to help out on 
my lunch breaks and after hours. 

Very shortly after that I was invited 
to join the Communications depart- 
ment staff. 

Like every family we have 
grown together and gone through many 
changes, even happy and sad times. Our desks 
have moved, we’ve seen new faces, our tummies 
have grown new lives and most importantly have something most people 
in America could only dream about. . . that is, being able to say that I have 
a boss that I respect and love to work with and think of like another 
Mom. 

Happy birthday Virginia (Gandma Ginya), to my boss, friend, 
mother and grandmother to my children. 

Love, 

Melissa Sherman 


Happy Birthday Virginia and 
many more to come, Boss. 

From, 

Darline Buster 


/Tom 


X your 
most loyal 
employee, happy 
birthday wishes 
to The Seminole 
Tribune Editor in 
Chief Virginia 
Mitchell. As the 
great poet Robert 
Frost (1874-1963)0 
wrote: “A diplomat is a 
man who always remembers a 
woman’s birthday but never remembers her age.’' 

Felix DoBosz 


I n this world today it is hard to find genuine 

r 


Happy birthday Virginia! You certainly 
deserve to be happy. 

It has been many seasons since the days 
when we stayed in Grandma’s camp in Trail. I 
remember being introduced to you as a cousin 
when I was about five or six years of age. We are 
Birds so we were taught that we are family. 
Though we lost touch for many years, you never 
hesitated to support me when I called. It is good to 
/ have people like you in the world. You survived the hard 
times and learned to live a productive life. Through example and 
encouragement you help others to do the same. 

For that you deserve to be happy. 

From, 

Janice Billie 


people. I’ve been a lot of places, and worked 
for a lot of different people, but Virginia Mitchell is as 
genuine as they get. To work for someone that cares 
about her employees as much as she cares about her 
people is unique and much appreciated! She is a dia- 
mond in the rough. 

As we say in the Communications 
department, “when we work, we work 
hard and when we play, we play hard- 
er.” Thank you for being the best 
boss, friend and family! 

From, 

Lila Osceola 


H a 

t 


I am wishing Mrs. Mitchell 

i 


and asked God to forgive every one of them. I know in the light one day, 
they will find the right way. 

Every day I think of my brothers, sisters, uncles, aunts, grand- 
parents, cousins and all natives. Lately with all the things that have 
been happening, I’ve been thinking of the entire world. I am hope- 
ful that one day we all will be grateful, thankful and joyful with 
all that the Almighty has provided for us. 

We have been given brains which we are not using to 
their full potential. Too many of us are mistreating ourselves 
as well as others with no remorse. Let’s quit mistreating our 
brains and hearts before they collapse and we are here no 


(AKA Bad Girl) the happiest 
b-day wishes. Thanks for being a good boss and 
friend. 

From, 

Chris J. 


I started working in Communications 

f 


more. 


Let us stop the circle of destruction and begin with a 
new circle of life with positive force. Let us all bring good for- 
tune and peace to each other. 

— Virginia Mitchell 


department a little over two years 
now. I knew Virginia in and around 
Hollywood. I noticed an opening in her 
department, so I decided to put in an 
application, I was hired. 

I worked with Virginia, and 
she was knowledgeable about the news- 
paper. She taught me so many things 
about the paper, and getting to go to work in 
a different field, which I love. I really like work 
ing with Virginia, she is a great lady, good boss and 
puts in 110 percent job-wise. 


appy birthday Boss! Its 
been fun during these 
past few years that I’ve been here. 

Thanks for always being good to 
me and for all your motherly 
advice, like “Don’t get mar- 
ried. . . Don’t have kids. . .” 
and all the other useful 
things you teach me. Work 


wouldn’t be the same without you! 
Love, 

Shellerina 


V 

±a 


r met Virginia Mitchell about two years 
ago in an interview for a position at The 
Seminole Tribune. She was wonderful than and she 
is still wonderful now. She has taught me a lot we 
also have gone through a lot good and bad, she has 
been there as a friend, a moth- 


er, and a grandmother to my 
kids; she has been good to 
me and my family. 

I know we go 
though some rough times 
and I am sure there will be 
even more rough times but I also 
know we will be OK. You are one of the 
best bosses and the most understanding boss 
and a good hearted person. Don’t ever change a 
thing about yourself. 

We love you so dearly. 

Love, Chihuahua 
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Any Jail 
Any Time 




24 Hours 
Emergency 
Service 



Bail Bonds 
Fianzas 

Gil Velasquez 

Tel: 954-463-2227 - Fax: 954-463-2228 

521 S. Andrews Ave. (Suite #6) Ft. Lauderdale, FL. 33301 


Hablamos 


Behind on your bills? 

Seeking help to become financially stable? 

Look no further, we can Help! 
Thousands available with No Obligations or 
Upfront Fees Attached. 

Call Now! 

1 (888) 300-81 90 
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Sports Ham-pa -leesh-ke Vkkopvnkv 


Seventh Annual Sports Festival 




By Tony Heard 

VARIOUS LOCATIONS, FL — This year 
the Seminole sports festival was held on May 25-29. 
This is a special event that many natives look forward 
to throughout the year. Seeing distant family members 
and competing in the many different sporting events 
top the list for reasons everyone looks for- 
ward to this time of year. 

The various sporting events this 
year were golf, bowling, billiards, co-ed 
softball and rodeo. The rodeo was held on 
May 20, starting the festivities off with a 
bang. The 15-event rodeo was held in Big 
Cypress at the Jr. Cypress Rodeo Arena. 

The rodeo was sponsored by the 
Eastern Indian Rodeo Association. With 
both youth and adults competing in both 
sanctioned and non sanctioned events, the 
participant count peaked at an estimated 
two hundred natives ready to have a great 
time. 

The non sanctioned events were: 
pony riding, calf riding, mutton busting, 
steer riding, Jr. Bull riding, jr. bareback, 
and barrels for ages 4-8, 9-12, 13-18, jun- 
ior breakaway roping, and 50 and older 
breakaway roping. The sanctioned events 
at the rodeo were: bareback, calf roping, 
breakaway roping team roping barrels, and 
bull riding. 

The competition was stiff but these individu- 
als are the ones who topped their categories in the non 
sanctioned events. 


respective sights. The bowling was held at Pembroke 
Pines AMF Bowling Lanes, and the Billiard tables 
were set up in Global Ballroom C and D at the 
Bonaventure Resort. On University Drive between 
Taft Street and Stirling Road, the heat was on at the 
bowling alley. With all the competition only a few 


emerged atop the rest. 

For the mixed teams the first place team was 
Denise Billie, Alfreda Muskett, Ollie Wareham and 
Amos Billie. Second place went to Phil Bowers, Mary 
Cantu, Miguel Cantu, and Denise 
Billie; and in third were Marilyn 
Doney, Farrah Jones, Kenneth Doney 
and Elton Shore. 

Senior mixed team’s winners 
were: Mary Bowers, Dora Tiger, David 
Jumper and Eugene Bowers. Men team 
champs were: Kevin Tommie, Emery 
Fish, Rufus Tiger, and Amos Billie. In 
second were Kassim Stockton, Phil 
Bowers, Ollie Wareham and Kevin 
Tommie. Eugene Billie, Bobby Frank, 
Rufus Tiger and Phil Bowers captured 
third. 

Women’s team champs were: 
Jackie Thompson, Denise Billie, 
Alfreda Muskett and Terri Frank. 
Taking second were Mahala Madrigal, 
Marilyn Doney, Armanda Smith, and 
Farrah Jones. Third place went to 
Cathy Jumper, Myra Jumper, Renee 
Tigertail, and Mary Tigertail. 

Senior women’s team champs 
were: Sarah Sampson, Mary Bowers, 
Dora Tiger, and Mary Tigertail. While 


Chris Jenkins 

(L-R) Football great Michael Irvin and national arm wrestling 
champion Cynthia Yerby. 


Chris Jenkins 

Reverend Salaw Hummingbird gives invocation. 





Mutton Bustin; 1 . Ahnie Jumper, 
2. CJ Arnold, 3. Kirklin Boney; Pony 
Riding: 1. Austin Holmes, 1. William 
Bearden (tie), 3. Andre Jumper; Calf 
Riding: 1. Kelton Smedley, 2. Blevins 
Jumper, 3. Jobe Johns; Steer Riding: 1. 
William Bearden, 2. Cody Motlow (tie), 3. 
Andre Jumper; Jr. Bull Riding: 1. Seth 
Randolph, 2. Dayne Johns; Barrels (4-8): 
1. Kalgary Johns, 2. Ahnie Jumper, 3. 
Courtney Gore, 4. Jobe Johns; Barrels 
(9-12): 1. Kelton Smedley, 2. Acealyn 
Youngblood, 3. Korvette Billie; Barrels 
(13-18): 1. Janae Braswell, 2. Rebecca 
Osceola; Jr. Breakaway Roping: 1. Cody 
Motlow, 2. Seth Randolph; 50 and older 
Breakaway Roping: 1. Billy Joe Johns Jr., 
Bareback: Jacoby Johns. 

The sanctioned categories were 
also very intense and competitive, and 
these are these individuals who came out 
on top. 

Bareback: 1 . Freddy Warbonnett; 


Tony Heard 

The bowling competition was held at the Pembroke Pines 
AMF Bowling Lanes. 


Calf Roping; 1. Naha Jumper, 2. Happy Jumper, 3. 
Josh Jumper; Breakaway Roping: 1. Trina Bowers, 1. 
Shelby Osceola (tie), 3. Boogie Jumper; Team Roping: 
1. Josh Jumper/Naha Jumper, 2. Amos 
Tiger/Billie Tiger, 3. Billy Joe Johns/Rudy 
Osceola, 4. Virgil Motlow/Larry Motlow, 4. 

Happy Jumper/Moses Jumper (tie); Barrels: 

1. Carrera Gopher, 2. Sheyanna Osceola, 3. 

Perrie Whidden, 4. Boogie Jumper, 5. 

Mackenzie Johns; Bull Riding; 1. Justin 
Aldridge, 2. Justin Gopher. 

All of these participants are trying 
to qualify for the Indian National Finals 
which is held in San Carlos, Ariz., Oct. 

19-22. 

On May 25 the Seminole Banquet 
was held at the Bonaventure Resort, with 
tables decorated in tribal colors and the 
smell of food in the air. The banquet was a 
time to welcome everyone who traveled 
distances to attend and came to simply 
watch the skills being displayed and enjoy 
the atmosphere. Everyone ate good and had 
some laughs, now it was time for the games 
to begin. 

Billiards and bowling started us 
off at twelve noon on May 26 at their 


Chris Jenkins 

Members of the Seminole Tribe and Big Cypress pool teams 
compete in tournament. 


the men’s team champs were: Eugene Bowers, 
Moses Osceola, David Jumper, and Elbert 
Snow. 

For the billiards section of the tourna- 
ment there were 1 6 tables set up at the 
Bonaventure Resort. It seemed as though the 
majority of those who came in from out of 
town came for the billiards portion of festivi- 
ties. There were nineteen different categories 
for men, women, and senior pool sharks to 
compete in. 

The outcome following the long hours 
and concentration on the tables were as fol- 
lows: 

Men’s teams: 1. Hustlin: OB 
Osceola, David Cypress, George Grasshopper, 
Stan Tourangeau and Phil Tourangeau, 2. 
Boogie Men: Boogie Nunez, Dallas Nunez, 
David Nunez, David Snow and Chad Huff, 3. 
Magoos Men: Eric Woodward, Jim Kimbrough, 
Glen Harjo, Fred Bear and Gene Harjo, 4. Big 
Cypress: Cicero Osceola, Danny Billie, Robin 
Buster, Charlie Cypress and Salaw 
Hummingbird, 5. Oklahoma Warriors: Ralph 
Gray, Sam Deere, Les Gourd, Rocky Pigeon 
and Joe Carson. 

Women’s teams: 1. Melting Pot: Diana 
Onlychief, Naomi Williams, Carla Bagley and 
Cheryl Backward, 2. Slick Shooters: Theresa Nunez, 
Donnia Antuna, Jamie Onco and Arica Buck, 3. 


Regulators: Shirley Pigeon, Dale Grasshopper, Lee 
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Stan Frsichman from BC Rec pulls the winning raffle ticket. 



Lila Osceola 


Male 8 Ball competitor reaches to make a shot. 



The senior mixed doubles were 
very interesting to watch but the ones 
who were more focused than the others 
were: 1. Mary Bowers/Eugene Billie, 2. 
Mary Tigertail/Elbert Snow, 3. Shirley 
Thompson/Elbert Snow. 

The senior men doubles champs 
were Elbert Snow and Eugene Bowers; 
while the senior women doubles champs 
were Sarah Sampson and Mary Bowers. 

Senior singles billiard matches 
are always fun to watch, because one 
never knows what new trick or shot that 
may be used by a crafty elder. Those 
seniors who excelled this year in the 
competition for the men were: 1. Eugene 
Bowers, 2. Elbert Snow, 3. Moses 
Osceola, 4. Archie Johns, 5. David 
Jumper. On the women’s side of things: 

1. Mary Tigertail, 2. Dora Tiger, 3. Mary 
Bowers, 4. Sarah Sampson. 

The 8-ball senior men’s 50 and 
older saw Joe Carson take the first place 
prize. George Grasshopper captured sec- 
ond place, Roley Johnson came in third, 
Ralph Gray took fourth and Rocky 
Pigeon went home with fifth place hon- 
ors. 


Stokes and Rosie Billie, 4. Lady Predators: 
Virginia Billie, Connie Williams, Mindy 
Fish and Linda Billie, 5. Magoos Girls: 
Christi Woodward, Donna Howell, Sandy 
Johns and Tonya Jumper. 

The men’s 8-ball champion was 
Stan Tourangeau, overcoming many quali- 
ty competitors. Second place belonged to 
Les Gourd, followed by Phil Tourangeau 
taking third. Randy Clay took home the 
fourth place prize and Elrod Bowers placed 
fifth in this category. Women’s 8 -ball 
ended with the first place winner being 
Naomi Williams, second place went to 
Theresa Nunez. Connie Williams took 
third, Shirley Pigeon captured the fourth 
place title and fifth place went to Arica 
Buck. 

In the 9-ball competition the 
matches were all close and intense, but 
these are the men who finished on top: 1. 
Phil Tourangeau, 2. Stan Tourangeau, 3. 

Joe Carson, 4. Les Gourd, 5. Roley 
Johnson. The women finished with these 


Tony Heard 

The competition was held at the Bonaventure Conference Center. 



The women’s 50 and older 

ladies taking home the prizes: 1. Naomi Williams, 2. competitors showed off their 8-ball skills also. Results 
Theresa Nunez, 3. Cheryl Backward, 4. 

Virginia Billie 5. Phalyn Nelson-Osceola. 

The doubles matches were some 
of the most interesting of the tournament. 

For the men’s doubles the first place prize 
was taken home by Marcellus Osceola 
and Bobbi Frank. In second place was 
Kyle Doney and Ken Doney, while 
Kassim Stockton and Leon Wilcox took 
third. Coming in fourth was Elton Shore 
and Derrick Thomas while fifth place 
went to Danny Jones and Elton Shore. 

The women’s doubles top five 
finishers were: 1. Monica 
Cypress/Patricia Wilcox, 2. Linda 
Tommie/Farrah Jones, 3. Farrah 
Jones/Reina Micco, 4. Kasey Baker/Linda 
Tommie, 5. Denise Billie/Alfreda 
Muskett. 

Mixed doubles ended up with 
Alfreda Muskett and Amos Billie leaving 
with first place honors. Following them 
were Farrah Jones and Kyle Doney in 
second, Reina Micco and Kevin Tommie . . . 

in third, Afreda Muskett and Danny Jones Womens division players wait for their matches. 
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Reverend Hummingbird surveys the table. 


are: 1. Juanita Osceola, 2. Sandra Jones, 
3. Dale Grasshopper, 4. Linda Billie, 5. 
Diana Onlychief. 

The golf section of the festival 
was played at the Bonaventure Country 
Club. The individuals who topped the 
list on the two separate days of competi- 
tion are: 

May 28 game: 1. Ricky Doctor, 
Ronnie Doctor, Terry Willie and Gene 
Harjo, 2. Frank Kaseca, Victor John, Lee 
Springwater and Leona Poole, 3. Marcy 
Osceola, Kyle Doney and Cicero 
Osceola, 4. Ken Campbell, Lee Yanola, 
and Marilyn Doney, 5. Bo Young, Matt 
Tiger, T.J. Young and Raymond Garza. 

Longest drive on that day went 
to Marcy Osceola for the men, Virginia 
Billie for the women and Frank Kaseca 
for the senior men. 

The KP winners for the day 
were: #3 (men & women) John 
Madrigal/ Jackie Thompson, #3 (senior 
men) Lee Springwater, #6 (men & 
women) Raymond Garza/D. W., #6 
(senior men) Frank Kaseca, #12 (men & 
women) Marcy Osceola/Jackie 
Thompson, #12 (senior men) Gene 
Osceola, #17 (men) Marcy Osceola. 


in fourth and Cathy Jumper and Miah 
Stockton placed fifth. 

The singles portion of tourna- 
ment play was intense and had fairly 
close matches all the way through. The 
champions for the men and women’s sin- 
gles competition were Rufus Tommie 
and Linda Tommie, respectively. Second 
place honors went to Kyle Doney and 
Reina Micco, John Tigertail and Alfreda 
Muskett placed third, fourth place went 
to Issiah Billie and Farrah Jones and 
Blake Osceola and Patricia Wilcox took 
fifth. 

The conclusion to scotch dou- 
bles saw Phil Tourangeau and Karla 
Bagley take first place. Les Gourd and 
Theresa Nunez came in second, Stan 
Tourangeau and Naomi Williams took 
third, Randy Clay and Phalyn Nelson- 
Osceola came in fourth and Danny Billie 
and Pauletta Bowers captured the num- 
ber five spot. 

This tournament was also for 
the native seniors who have been playing 
this game for many years. The skills and 
experience definitely showed during the 
competition. 
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President Moses Osceola in the bowling tourney. 
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Red Rhythm Band performs. 
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An Arrel Bird dancer performs. 
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Keith Secola accepts his artist of the year 
award. 


Hi ghligh ts from the 2006 NAMMY Awards 






Chris Jenkins 

HOLLYWOOD, FL — On 

June 8, the hot spot for an entertaining 
evening was once again the Hard Rock 
Hotel & Casino. For the second 
straight year, the eighth annual Native 
American Music Awards (NAMMY’s) 
honored and celebrated the rich and 
unique culture and tradition of 
Indigenous music. 

More than 125 nominees with 
origins from Alaska, Hawaii and New 
Zealand were part of the award cate- 
gories along with a mix of new and 
returning talent. This year’s show fea- 
tured more than 25 awards categories 
and 12 live performances. 

Hosted by the Navajo 
comedic duo of James Junes and Ernie 
Tsosie III, special guests included 
Little Steven, Mike Pinera, Steven Van 
Zandt and Hollywood Council 
Representative Max B. Osceola Jr., 
among others presenting. Native 
Miccosukee rock group, Tiger Tiger, 
consisting of brothers Lee and 
Stephen Tiger, received the Lifetime 
Achievement Award. Pioneer rocker, 
Link Wray was also inducted into the 
Native American Awards Hall of Fame. 

A new addition to the show this 
year was a red carpet event from the VIP 
entrance prior to the show. 

New contemporary artist Jana 
was confident about the growth and 
appeal of the 
NAMMY’s 
from mostly tra- 
ditional since its 
beginning in 
1998 toward a 
more contempo- 
rary look and 
theme this year. 

“This is 
going to become 
a big time for a 
lot of the native 
artists, it’s got- 
ten a lot bigger 
and a lot more 
support and 
hopefully it con- 
tinues to get big 
enough to where 
it will be packed 
beyond concept 
and bigger than 
the Grammy ’s, 
so we’ll wait 
and see,” Jana 
said. 


Wanda Bowers 

Micki Free (hand waving) with Jean Beauvoir, Dave Abbruzzese, Stevie Salas, and Jon 
Brant perform together. 
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Flutist, Douglas Blue 
Feather performs. 


With her debut album, “Flash of 
a Firefly” winning Record of the Year, her 
fourth NAMMY, success continues to 
come Jana’s way. Throughout, she 
remains humble. 

“It’s a wonderful thing to have 
that recognition,” she said. 

Those on the winner’s list this 


year were: Keith Secola: Artist of the 
year, Rita Coolidge: Best Blues 
Recording, Brule’: Best Compilation 
Recording, Silver Bird: Debut 
Artist/Group of the Year, Pura Fe’: 

Best Female Artist, Keith Secola: 
Folk/Country Recording, Joseph Fire 
Crow: Flutist of the Year, 

Marlena: 

Gospel/Christian/Inspirational 
Recording, AIRO: Group of the 
year, Various Artists: Best 
Historical Recording, Arvel Bird: 
Best Instrumental Recording, 

Wade Fernandez: Best Male 
Artist, Douglas Blue Feather: 

Best New Age Recording, Eagle 
and Hawk: Best Pop/Rock 
Recording, Black Eagle: Best 
Pow-Wow Recording, Stephen 
Galfas and Alex Salzman: Best 
Producer, Buggin Malone: Best 
R&B/Rap/Hip-Hop Recording, Jana: 
Record of the Year, Bill Miller 
“Sacred Ground,” Song/Single of the 
Year, Jim Boyd: 

Songwriter of the Year, 

Red Feather Woman: 

Best Spoken Word 
Recording, Lakota 
Thunder: Best 
Traditional Recording, 

Medicine Dream: Best 
Short or Long Form 
Video, R. Carlos Nakai 
Quartet: Best World Music 
Recording, John Densmore: 

Native Heart, Harold Owens 
and MusiCares: 

Humanitarian Award recipi- 
ents. 

On a night of great 
success and accomplishment, 


Jana reflected on it all by pointing out, 
“It’s wonderful to see our culture out there 
and our native people, and I’m very proud 
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Best female artist winner, Pura Fe performs. 


of everyone that was here supporting 
native music.” 


Wanda Bowers 

Max Osceola, Christine McCall, Little Steven. 
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The comedy of Buddy Big Mountain 
entertains the audience. 
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Comedic duo, James and Ernie keep the 
audience laughing between performances 
and presentations. 
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Best Instrumental winner, Arvel Bird 
gives a charged performance. 




Future 
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We specialize in designing, customizing and providing top of the line 
technology in Audio & Video electronics including a division dedicated to 
Security and Surveillance equipment for your home and business. 
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WE PROVIDE IN HOME SURVEYS 
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The Seminole Tribune 


26 


June 30, 2006 




Winifred Tiger has always been a very spe- 
cial person and a great influence in my life and I’m 
sure in the lives of many within the Tribe. 

I remember when Mr. and Mrs. Howard 
Tiger began teaching us baseball and other sports 
when I was a child. At that time there was not much 
money for tribal activities. Howard and Winifred 
Tiger took it upon themselves to provide us trans- 
portation, refreshments and equipment. They did 
this without any pay whatsoever and used their own 
vehicle. Winifred was a great coach, score keeper 
and encourager. 

Within her own family Winifred was a per- 
fect example of a Proverbs 3 1 wife, woman and 
mother. She was a strict taskmaster and disciplinari- 
an. She wanted the best for her family and the 
Seminole Tribe. 

I have always admired Winifred for leaving 
her own people to come and spend the rest of her 
life with the Florida Seminoles. Even after her hus- 
band passed away she did not go home but stayed in 
Florida to make a future for her children. 

She became a great public servant for the 
Broward County School Board and Seminole Tribe 
of Florida’s Department of Education. She spent 
about twenty years serving as Truant Officer, 
Education Counselor, and Director of Education. 

She understood that education would be the founda- 
tion to improve the lives and future of our people 
and Tribal organization. 

Winifred was also a Christian and member 
of First Seminole Indian Baptist Church where she 
served as a Sunday school teacher of youth. 

Winifred remained faithful till the day of her pass- 
ing. I know that her family and those who knew and 
loved her can take comfort in the knowledge that 
God has welcomed her home in Heaven. 

Winifred deserves all the honor and respect 
of all who knew her. She attained the status of First 
Lady as the wife of President Howard Tiger. I know 
that her own people, the Cherokees, can be proud of 
the fact that she was such a great ambassador of her 
people among the Seminoles. 

Today many of the people she influenced 
in life have become great success stories; many 
serve the Seminole Tribe of Florida today in Tribal 
government. 

Our deep sympathy, condolences and 
prayers continue to go to her children and family. I 
personally will never forget Winifred and will 
always be thankful for that great positive influence 
she and Howard Tiger were in my life and will 
always thank God for them. 

May God bless you and the Tiger family. 

— Moses Osceola 
President/Vice-Chairman 
Seminole Tribe of Florida 


Winifred Tiger was a strong willed, caring 
woman who came here from Cherokee with her 
husband, Howard Tiger to make Seminole her 
home. She felt that our tribe would succeed if our 
emphasis was on the education of our children. She 
knew exactly what to do. 

Winifred, when learning of any kid’s atten- 
dance delinquency, went to the place that they 
stayed, pulled them from their beds and sent them 
to school. She became the crossing guard to make 
sure they were able to cross busy Stirling Road so 
that they could get to school. She became the 
Education Director and it was her way to watch the 
path our kids would travel to obtain an education. 

All our children looked up to Winifred. 

She was the mom they came to when they needed 
understanding and advice. She was direct and told 
them how it was without fancy trimmings. Ms. 
Winifred was there for us always. 

Winifred Tiger will be deeply missed. She 
was a friend to all and an outstanding matriarch 
among our Tribe. May God bless you Ms. Winifred 
and keep you beside Him. 

— Mitchell Cypress, Chairman 
Seminole Tribe of Florida 


I remember the first time Winifred came 
calling at my house. We called her Hooter, I don’t 
know why we just did. She came to my door holler- 
ing, “OK, Wanda, come on out, You gatta go to 
school, here I come.” I was hiding in my closet 
under a pile of cloths. I had a test at school that day 
and I did not want to go. So I just waited until my 
mom and dad left for work which was about 6:00 
a.m.I thought I was home free until I heard her, 

“OK, Wanda come on out.” She was not one for 
giving up she would find you, where ever you were. 
She knew all the keen hiding places too. Even in 
the woods where Oak Prairie is now. 

She was a very nice lady who cared about 
us, she worried about us as we were growing up. 

She made sure we made it to school and got 
through it. If you needed shoes, cloths or a ride to 
school she was always there. I am very thankful for 
that. 

As I grew older she became my friend. I 
would visit her at the community meetings, at 
church. I would even see her cruising down the 
street from Rusty’s house to hers. We would holler 
hello to each other and go on. She even came to one 
of our archery practices, just to watch us, well Mike 
too, and visit with everyone there. She was always a 
nice, friendly and very giving lady whom I will 
never forget. 

I grew up with Mike, Rusty and Vernon. 
Clyde was older so I didn’t know him that well 
while I was growing up. We got to be friends when 
he joined the “Seminole Color Guard.” I saw he 
was always proud to carry his colors at different 
Pow-Wows. 

She was a woman, wife, mother, grand- 
mother, and my friend. No one will ever forget her. 


— God Bless You, 
Wanda Faye 


On June 2, 2005 family, friends 
and members of her community gathered 
at the First Seminole Baptist Church in 
Hollywood to say good-bye to Winifred 
Tiger. 

Winifred was a member of the 
Cherokee tribe, born and raised in 
Cherokee, NC. She was one of ten chil- 
dren born to Campbell and Minda Sneed. 
While attending an Indian boarding 
school there, she met Betty Mae Tiger 
and her brother Howard Tiger. Eventually 
Betty Mae became her lifelong best friend 
and Howard became her husband. 

Howard and Winifred made 
Cherokee their home early on and had the 
first three of their four children. Clyde, 
Mike and Ruscilla were adolescents and 
Winifred was carrying Vernon when the 
family moved to what was then known as 
Dania. It was 1956, the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida was reorganizing, working 
towards setting up their constitution and 
becoming a sovereign nation within a 
nation. Members of the constitution com- 
mittee asked Howard to come home and 
be a part of the process. He was a 
Seminole who had graduated high school. 
He spoke and understood both languages 
and cultures. He was one of the first 
Seminoles to serve in the armed forces 
during World War II. His education and 
experience was an asset in developing the 
tribal government. 

Winifred made a home here; she 
raised her children and helped her hus- 
band in his work. Later on, after her chil- 
dren were a little older she took a job as 
the crosswalk guard at Stirling Road and 
Highway 441. Her job was to look out for 
all the Seminole kids who attended 
Stirling Elementary and had to cross the 
highway to get there. This was the begin- 
ning of her lifelong dedication to helping 
Seminole youth. Appointed as the tribe’s 
director of education she became a 
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Ms Winifred (Hooter)Tiger. Hooter was 
what her late husband Howard Tiger called her. I 
called her Miss Winifred or Winifred. Miss 
Winifred was a great lady. 

She knew all of our hiding places when 
we were in grade school. Mike Clay, late Randolph 
Clay, Reuben Billie, myself and a few others 
would try to skip school sometimes.When we were 
kids on a beautiful spring day we didn’t want to go 
to school we wanted to swim in the lake beside 
Crenshaw’s church or somewhere, anywhere but 
go to school. Miss Winifred knew all of our hiding 
places. 

She didn’t punish us she would talk to us 
and tell us the value of an education. And she 
would promise not to tell our parents if we went to 
school, (telling our parents would be painful, very 
painful !! ) 

When she became Education Director and 
I was the Health Planner for the Tribe, she became 
my ear. If I had a problem with a relationship or 
anything, she helped me. I could simply go to her 
office and close the door and we would talk. Miss 
Winifred was a great lady. 

— Stephen D. Bowers 


Winifred or Aunt Hooter as we, her fami- 
ly, called this wonderful lady, seemed to always be 
around. 

Our family and the Tiger family were very 
close, so I grew up always getting instructions 
about life from my aunts. I am very lucky; I had 
some strong and influential females, aunts and rel- 
atives to help guide me through life. 

Winifred was always a strong advocate 
for education, especially Indian education. A few 
years ago we held a banquet in her honor for her 
contribution as Tribal Education Director. I was 
very proud to be asked to speak at the occasion. 

The poem I wrote in her honor depicts her commit- 
ment to education. 

I remember her working at 441 and 
Stirling at the crossing. She helped us get across 
the busy highway on our way to Stirling 
Elementary. I remember her wearing her orange 
helmet with her badge and whistle. These were 
some of the memories of her love for us as chil- 
dren. 

Later on she was appointed Education 
Director for all the Tribal youth. I guess simple 
things that people do show to their love for others 
are eventually remembered. Sometimes the simple 
things in life produce the most impact in other peo- 
ple’s lives. 

She was my aunt, my friend and most of 
all she was a person who loved people. 

—Bigg 

Moses Jumper Jr. 


Lady At The Light 
By Moses Jumper Jr. 

Memories fill your mind as you think 
Of the days gone by. 

You remember little things that brought joy and 
Many times brought a tear to your eye 

As a young boy I remember the walk home 
From school and the cans we would 
Kick and toss... 

It seemed like miles over the hill, rock, 
Gravel we would walk till we reach 
The main road to cross. 

In my thoughts I can still see the cars going 
By with angry people pointing a finger 
At you. 

Many times we wondered if and ever this 
Mass of motion would ever let us through. 

Then suddenly as if by magic or it seemed, 
through 

Her whistle it held some mystical power or might. 

The shrill sound would rise above the noise 
And the world seemed to stop for the 
Lady at the Light. 

Boldly she would walk out to the middle and 
Wave us to her side. 

With motors running, the cars would stop and 
She would direct us to the other side. 

As the years passed and the little dirt path 
From school had faded out from sight 
And you begin to understand a little 
About wrong from right. 

We understood about the path of life and 
How much we appreciated the wonderful 
Things that was done by the 
Lady at the light. 

No greater gift can another give than 
For one to say that in her we would forever see, 
Her commitment to God, home, education 
And a will to serve others will be her legacy. 

This being a small note of gratitude to the 
One who has done much as we celebrate 
Tonight. 

We thank God for the direction she gave us 
Across that road in life. 

The beautiful Lady at the Light! 


I was a single parent raising four children 
when I worked for the Seminole Tribe. As a part of 
my job, I sometimes had to travel. My children 
were old enough at this time to get themselves up 
and get to school. I instructed them to call on my 
sister Dorothy if they had any problems. However, 
as a parent the worries never end so I would call on 
Winifred whenever I had to go out of town. 

She checked on my kids morning and 
night. She went out of her way, calling me each 
evening and easing my worry. I will never forget 
her unfailing kindness as a friend and her commit- 
ment to the service of others. 

— Sadie Cypress 


staunch advocate for education. It was her 
personal crusade to impart the importance 
of education to every single Seminole 
child on the reservation. Another way she 
was able to do that was working as a tru- 
ant officer for the Broward County Board 
of Education. She was hired specifically 
to work on the Seminole reservation. 
There are countless stories of her unde- 
terred zeal in making sure the children 
made it to school. If a child cited a lack 
of clothing or shoes as the reason for not 
getting to school she took the time to 
obtain these items, return to the child and 
wait for them to get ready then transport 
them school. As soon as she got a call 
from the school that a particular student 
was not in attendance she would go above 
and beyond the job’s requirement to find 
that student and get them to school. She 
combed the reservation and surrounding 
wooded areas looking for children. Not 
many Seminole youth of those days can 
say they ever skipped school successfully 
on Winifred’s watch. 

Winifred and Howard were also 
instrumental in getting Seminole children 
involved in organized sports. She was a 
spiritual person who enjoyed reading the 
Bible. In sports she had a competitive 
nature and believed in winning. In her 
later years she wasn’t shy in giving her 
opinion to the referees that worked her 
grandchildren’s games. 

The children called her Miss 
Winifred, family and friends called her by 
her childhood nickname, Hooter. She 
became a respected pillar in this Seminole 
community working tirelessly to help oth- 
ers. She was a kind, loving person and a 
friend to all children. 

Winifred is survived by her four 
children, Clyde, Mike, Rusty, and Vernon, 
7 grandchildren, and 1 1 great grandchil- 
dren and her beloved dog and cat. 
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News From Indian Country 


NASA and AIHEC Launch Program to Bridge Gap 
of American Indians in Science and Engineering 


Summer Research Experience 
Program Equips American 
Indians with Tools to Reach for 
the Stars 

Submitted by Live Wire Media Relations 

ALEXANDRIA, VA — The American 
Indian Higher Education Consortium (AIHEC), 
together with NASA, announced the launch of the 
NASA/AIHEC Summer Research Experience 
(SRE) Program on June 12. This program is a 
strategic approach to 
inspire young American 
Indians to pursue careers 
in science and engineer- 
ing. Sixty participants 
representing 14 Tribal 
colleges and universities 
partnered with seven of 
NASA’s space, flight and 
research centers for eight 
to 1 0 week programs this 
summer. 

American 

Indians and the Alaska 
Native population com- 
prise 1.5 percent of the 
total U.S. population 
according to the 2000 
U.S. Census. The 
National Science Foundation cites this population 
group as only 0.3 percent of the U.S. science and 
engineering workforce. 

“American Indians are under-represented 
in the fields of science and engineering,” said 
Gerald Gipp, Ph.D., executive director of AIHEC. 
“The NASA AIHEC Summer Research Experience 
Program is a critical step to changing that equation 
by encouraging young American Indians to pursue 
careers in science and engineering while also build- 
ing a welcoming environment that nurtures their 
career path.” 


“We welcome Tribal college and universi- 
ty student and faculty teams to join NASA scien- 
tists and engineers in conducting hands on research 
at our centers as we implement the vision for space 
exploration,” said Angela Phillips Diaz, NASA act- 
ing assistant administrator for education. “We look 
upon this summer as the beginning of a long-stand- 
ing partnership with the Tribal colleges to inspire 
the next generation of innovators and explorers in 
science and engineering career fields.” 

Participants in the SRE Program will be 
assigned to research and engineering teams work- 
ing on a broad range of topics, including robotics, 
3-D design, geospatial data analysis and astrobiolo- 
gy. One goal of the pro- 
gram is to foster long- 
term relationships 
between the students and 
their research mentors at 
the NASA centers. 

AIHEC was 
founded in 1972 by the 
presidents of the nation’s 
first six Tribal colleges, 
as an informal collabora- 
tion among member col- 
leges, today AIHEC is 
comprised of 34 colleges 
in the U.S. and one 
Canadian institution. 
AIHEC is the collective 
spirit and unifying voice 
of our nation’s Tribal 

colleges and universities. 

AIHEC provides leadership and influences 
public policy on American Indian higher education 
issues through advocacy, research and program ini- 
tiatives; promotes and strengthens indigenous lan- 
guages, cultures, communities and tribal nations; 
and through its unique position, serves member 
institutions and emerging Tribal colleges and uni- 
versities. For additional information, please visit 
www.aihec.org or www.nasa.gov. 


Tribal Colleges with students and faculty 
participating in SRE include: 

Blackfeet Community College 
College of Menominee Nation 
Crownpoint Institute of Technology 
Dine College 

Haskell Indian Nations University 
Keweenaw Bay Ojibwa Community College 
Leech Lake Tribal College 
Little Priest Tribal College 
Northwest Indian College 
Oglala Lakota College 
Salish Kootenai College 
Southwestern Indian Polytechnic Institute 
Tohono O’odham Community College 
United Tribes Technical College 


ID Theft Alert for Veterans 


Submitted by Steven Bowers 

WASHINGTON, DC — In May, electron- 
ic equipment was stolen from a VA employee’s 
home. The equipment contained personal informa- 
tion on up to 26.5 million veterans and some spous- 
es, as well as on as many as 1 . 1 million military 
members on active duty, 430,000 members of the 
National Guard and 645,000 members of the 
reserves. No health records or financial information 
was lost. 

VA has taken a number of steps to address 
this issue, including one year of free credit monitor- 
ing to people whose sensitive personal information 
may have been stolen. 


What you need to know to protect your- 
self: 

• Carefully monitor your credit cards 

• Immediately report any unauthorized 
transaction, credit or other wise, attached to your 
name 

• Ask for the annual free credit report you 
are entitled to under law 

• For more information and updates: 

• Call the U.S. Department of Veterans 
affairs hotline at (800) 333-4636, 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
EST, Monday through Saturday 

Go to www.firstgov.gov or 
www.va.gov/opa 



"The Buying Place". . . 

Experience Native American culture and 
explore luxurious Seminole retail 
providing one of a kind 
authentic Native American art work. 

We are open 
7 days a week 
Sundays - Saturdays 
10:00 am -12. HO am 

Loaned at the 

Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino 
on the Casino floor. 

1 Seminole Way 
Hollywood, FL 33314 

(954) 797-5550 


Touching Beauty Exhibit by Artist Michael Naranjo 



Submitted by the New Mexico Department of 
Cultural Affairs 

SANTA FE, NM — Michael Naranjo is on a 
mission. Celebrated the world over for his bronze and 
stone forms suspended in fluid, graceful movement, 
the blind artist’s dream is to someday open a museum 
full of touchable art. He will be one step closer to this 
dream when an exhibition of his sculpture opens in the 
Atrium Gallery of the Bataan Memorial Building, in 
Santa Fe. 

Touching Beauty is a long-term exhibition 
and opens with a free, public reception on June 30 
from 4-6 p.m. 

The New Mexico 
Department of Cultural 
Affairs has recently relocat- 
ed its administrative offices 
to the Bataan Memorial 
Building. This inaugural 
exhibit in the building’s 
newly created Atrium 
Gallery reflects a partner- 
ship between Cultural 
Affairs and the Veterans’ 

Services Department, also 
located in the Bataan 
Building. 

“We welcome 
numerous veterans, their 
family and friends, into our 
business offices in the 
Bataan Building,” said 
John Garcia, cabinet secre- 
tary of Veterans’ Services. 

“Thanks to Cultural Affairs 
and this exciting new 
exhibit space featuring the 
work of Michael Naranjo, 
our guests will have an 
even greater appreciation of 
our veterans and their sacri- 
fices.” 

Growing up in the 
Santa Clara Pueblo, 

Michael Naranjo passed his 
childhood days hunting 
with his brother and prepar- 
ing clay for his mother, 

Rose Naranjo, a revered 
traditional potter. It could 
be said, in fact, that 
Naranjo had no choice but 
to be talented-he comes 
from a renowned artistic family. In 1968, however, he 
came back from serving in Vietnam a changed man. 
After losing his sight in a combat injury, he feared he 
would never create art again. 

Today, small bronze sculptures line the wall 
of Naranjo’s humble studio while life size pieces dot 
the desert landscape outside-a testament to the artist’s 
unstoppable passion for art, beauty, and his roots. 

Though without sight, Naranjo is nevertheless 
a truly visionary sculptor. His inherent abilities as an 
artist to create deeply meaningful works of art tran- 
scend the ordinary processes of producing sculpture. 
His workspace is full of the usual accoutrements of a 
working artist, but since his creative process is in part 
defined by his spatial awareness, he’s comfortable 
working in what might seem a confining space to an 
artist with sight. 

Naranjo’s inspiration comes to him in many 
forms-dreams, books, his wife’s descriptions of the 
outside world, and childhood memories. Inspiration 
for one of his pieces, for instance, occurred as he lay 
in bed drifting in and out of sleep. Describing what he 
calls his “golden vision”, he saw a gold form appear 
before him that gradually grew bigger until he could 
make out the shape of an eagle. Then, as quickly as it 
came, it disappeared, leaving him with an image that 
he later transformed into bronze. 

The artistic process, however, is not always 


an easy one for Naranjo. Working with wax that is 
later cast in bronze, he will sometimes spend days on 
a piece, only to destroy it in one fell swoop when his 
hands fail to “see” perfection. At other times, his sen- 
sitive fingertips and intuition tell him that once again 
he has created a perfectly balanced work of art. Others 
around the world recognize this perfection as well-his 
work is in the collections of the Vatican, the White 
House, and the Heard Museum in Phoenix, Ariz. 

With help from his wife Laurie, Naranjo has 
gained permission to touch famous sculptures around 
the world, including Michelangelo’s David and many 


original stone and bronze pieces at the Louvre. Having 
only his hands to experience works of art, he is pas- 
sionate about letting others-sighted and not 
sighted-share this experience as well. 

“Touching is necessary for adults and 
kids— it’ s good for everybody’s soul and it’s one of our 
senses that’s so often denied,” said Naranjo. “When 
you see someone you love, don’t you want to hug 
them? When you see a puppy, don’t you want to touch 
it?” 

Encouraging people to touch his sculptures is 
one way Naranjo is calling on people to gain a differ- 
ent, and more intimate, art experience. Touching 
Beauty will include a sample of Naranjo’s large- and 
small-scale touchable work. 

“Michael Naranjo is an exceptional artist and 
human being,” commented Stuart Ashman, Secretary 
of the Department of Cultural Affairs. “In the process 
of fulfilling his duty as an American and a soldier he 
endured the loss of his sight. Although he ceased see- 
ing through his eyes, Michael developed a way of see- 
ing with his hands and with his other senses. The 
result is a unique expression that depicts aspects of the 
artist’s life and Native American culture with a deep 
sense of humanity. Michael encourages touching his 
beautiful bronze sculptures so that the viewer can 
experience his compelling works in the same way that 
he sees them.” 
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"Your complete 
& professional 
property inspection 
company" 


Call Toll Free 
877.585.0900 


We GUARANTEE your satisfaction 
or your inspection is FREE! 

We provide you with all the services Deeded lo purchase, 
build, or upgrade your home or business. These include: 

R esidenfutt Inspections R adon list tug 

Commercial Inspections 7 hermol Imaging 

Ne*w Construction Monitoring Insurance Inspections 
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“Protecting your family and investment !” 

Call for your free estimate and appointment today! 

Toll free: 877.585.0900 

Serving South Florida including Lee, Collier, Broward 
and Miami-Dade counties. 

www.chiefrpropertyservices.com 

* Single Family * Town homes * Duplexes * Condos * 
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By Nery Mejicano 

BIG CYPRESS — Multi color roses, great food, music and lots 
of love, were the ingredients that made Mother’s Day a day to remember 
in Big Cypress. Daughters, sons and other family members joined in 
honoring the most important person in the family, a mother. 

The BC gym as always served as the focal point for this cele- 
bration of love and appreciation. The parking lot filled to capacity 
with cars, trucks and other conveyances spilled across the road. 

Bicycles, four wheelers and even a couple of skateboards were 
parked in front of the gym as more kids arrived. 

Smiling and happy grandchildren bounced on the 
laps of moms and grandmothers and Paul Buster’s guitar 
filled the air with nice music. The food was 
great and a big yellow cake with 
“Happy Mother’s Day” written 

on the sweet topping served as * ( J 

the final treat of the day. Big ^ \ ^ 

Cypress employees, as -- - - ^ ** 1 

always, assisted in making ■ 

this a very special and 

memorable Mother’s Day. ( ^ 
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Great News For All Triral 



Memrers 



Employees: 



/O APR ON 
FINANCING ALL 
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BRANDS! 


Ed Morse Sawgrass Auto Mall is now offering aU Seminole 
tribal members and employees really great deals! That’s right, 
all tribe members and employees, including everyone who 


works at the Seminole Hard Rock Casino, can now get huge 
savings and all financing incentives for which they qualify on 
five GM brands of new vehicles and over 150 used vehicles. 


YOUR 1 HEADQUARTERS 




PONTIAC 



BUICK 


THE NEW 2006 MODELS ARE HERE - HURRY FOR BIG SAVINGS! 


14401 W. Sunrise Blvd., Sunrise 

On Sunrise Blvd. just east of Sowgrass Expwy. 

PLEASE CALL TOLL-FREE 

1 - 888 - 800-8048 

SALES HOURS: Mon-Fri 9am-9pm, 

Sat 9am-6pm, Sun 12-6pm 
SERVICE HOURS: 

Mon-Fri 7am-6pm, Sat 7am-3pm 




SUNRISE BLVD. 

SAWGRASS 
MILLS MALL 


CHEVROLET * CADILLAC 
PONTIAC * BUICK * GMC 




M 



For value 
and service it's 


*0n select models. **0n select models with approved credit. Prices & terms subject to change without notice. 


Ed Morse, of course! 
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❖ Amendments 

Continued from page 1 

Trueblood said that any Tribal citizen living 
within 30 miles of any reservation will be considered 
a member of that community, according to the pro- 
posed changes. Therefore any person living in 
Okeechobee, for example, will be considered part of 
the Brighton community due to their geographical 
proximity. This is outlined in Article III, Section 2. 

In Article III, Section 4, the board wants to 
make several changes, including changing term limits 
for representatives. Currently the president can serve 
for four years, but the board wants to increase this to 
six. Also, representative terms will increase from two 
to four years, should this change be approved. 


According to Trueblood, the term limit 
increases will help “to ensure long term economic 
stability” for the board. 

Should these increases be made amendments 
to the bylaws, the existing reservation board repre- 
sentatives will have their regular elections in May of 
every odd numbered year. The four new representa- 
tives will have elections in November of all even 
numbered years. 

For a complete outline of these and the rest 
of the proposed changes, please see the side bar that 
accompanies this article. Please submit all written 
comments on these changes to: Seminole Tribe of 
Florida, Inc., 6300 Stirling Road, Suite 325, 
Hollywood, FL 33024, Attn: Charter Amendment 
Comments. 


Underlined means added to the Section 
Strik e through means deleted to the Section 
Explanation follows each proposed addition or deletion 

Proposed Modifications to the Corporate Charter 
and Bylaws of the Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc. 

Charter 

Article V, Section 1 

The Corporate management shall be vested in a Board of 
Directors composed of eight (8) few elected members 
and the Chairman of the Tribal Council, who shall serve 
as Vice-President. Each shall be vested with full voting 
powers. 

This change is proposed to synchronize the Charter 
with new provisions providing for new, elected directors 
from the Fort Pierce, Immokalee and Tampa reserva- 
tions, as well as the at-large director. The present ver- 
sion of the Charter does not provide for representation 
from reservations recognized after 1957. Under the 
original version of the Charter, each of the three exist- 
ing Seminole reservations each had two directors and 
there was an at-large director. 

Article VI, Section 1 

The tribal corporation, subject to any restrictions con- 
tained in the Constitution and the laws of the United 
States or in the Constitution and Bylaws of said tribe, 
shall have the following corporate powers. 

This change is proposed to release the Seminole Tribe 
of Florida, Inc. from any potentially restrictive lan- 
guage contained in the Constitution of the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida. 

Article VI, Section 3 

To purchase, take by gift, bequest or otherwise, own, 
hold, manage, operate and dispose of property of every 
description, real and personal^ , subject to the following 
limitations: However, no authority is hereby granted to 
sell mortgage, or lease for a term exceeding twenty-five 

(25) years, any land within the reservations without the 

approval of the Secretary of the Interior or his duly 

authorized representative. 

No sal e or mortgag e may b e mad e by th e corporation of 

any land, int e r e st in land, including wat e r rights, oil, gas, 

and oth e r min e ral rights now or h e r e aft e r h e ld by th e 

tribal corporation, unless specifically authoriz e d by law 

and then only with the consent and approval of the 

Secretary of the Interior. 

No authority is h e r e by grant e d to s e ll, mortgag e , or in 

th e cas e of a l e as e for a p e riod e xc ee ding tw e nty fiv e 

years, any land included within the reservations must be 

approv e d by Secr e tary of the Interior or his duly author - 

ized r e pr e s e ntativ e . 

No action shall b e tak e n by or in b e half of th e corpora - 

tion, which conflicts with r e gulations authoriz e d by 
S e ction 6 of th e Act of Jun e 18, 1934, or in any way 

operates to destroy or injure the tribal grazing land, tim - 

ber or other natural resources. 

This change is proposed to remove potentially restric- 
tive and unnecessary language in the Charter limiting 
the ability of the Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc. to sell, 
mortgage, lease, or limit the use of lands under its cus- 
tody and control. Furthermore, the proposed change 


seeks to eliminate a provision which could be construed 
as limiting the Corporation from taking any action 
which may destroy or injure Corporate grazing land, 
timber land, or other natural resources, whether on- 
reservation or off-reservation. 

Bylaws 

Article II, Section 2 

The number of directors of this corporation shall be nine 
(9)fi¥e. The directors determined by popular vote shall 
be elected and hold office as herein provided, or until 
their successors shall have been elected and qualified. 
The Vice-President shall hold office in accordance with 
his tenure as Chairman of the Tribal Council. 

This change is proposed to synchronize the Charter 
with new provisions providing for new elected directors 
from the Fort Pierce, Immokalee and Tampa reserva- 
tions, as well as the at-large director. 

Article II, Section 4 

The presence of five (5) thr ee (3) members at any meet- 
ing of the Board shall constitute a quorum. 

This change is proposed to accommodate the new pro- 
visions providing for new elected directors from the 
Fort Pierce, Immokalee and Tampa reservations, as 
well as the at-large director. 

Article II, Section 5 

The act of a majority of the directors present at a meet- 
ing at which a quorum is present shall constitute an act 
of the Board. Acts of the Board may be made by motion 
duly carried, except that any delegation of authority to 
any official, agent or agents of the corporation to act for 
or on behalf of the Board shall be by written resolution 
and shall specify the nature of the authority granted and 
the limitations, if any, imposed, excepting those authori- 
ties and responsibilities specifically outlined in Article 
IV hereof. In the absence of a governing provision con - 
tained in the Charter, these Bylaws or by resolution, the 
most recent edition of Robert’s Rules of Order shall gov - 

ern the conduct of all meetings. 

This change is proposed to formally adopt Robert’s 
Rules of Order as the official parliamentary procedure 
of the Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc. where there is no 
Charter or Bylaw provision, or resolution setting forth 
the policy otherwise. The Corporation utilizes Robert’s 
Rules in its meetings at present, this is just its formal 
adoption. 


If any director has a conflict of interest with regard to 

any matter before the Board of Directors, he or she shall 

disclose the interest to the Board of Directors. The direc - 

tor shall not vote on or otherwise take any formal action 
concerning the matter, shall not participate in any execu - 

tive session concerning the matter, and shall refrain from 
attempting to influence any other member in voting on 

the matter. In addition, no director shall use for personal 

or private gain or purposes, any information which is not 

available to the public and which is obtained by reason 

of the director’s position or disclose any such informa - 

tion except as required by law. For the purposes of this 
section, a conflict of interest does not include any matter 

involving the common interest of all shareholders, or any 

matter in which a similar benefit is conferred upon or is 

available to all persons or property similarly situated. 

This change is proposed to set forth a conflict of inter- 
est provisions that requires disclosure to the Board of 
Directors of any conflicts and prevents the conflicted 
director from participating on any actions where they 
have a conflict of interest. There is an exception from 
the conflict of interest provision for matters where a 
similar benefit is available to all shareholders. For 
example, a director is not in conflict when participating 
in an action on a corporate program open to all share- 
holders. 

Article II, Section 6 

By resolution of the Board of Directors, the directors and 
officers may be paid fixed sums for attendance at each 
meeting of the Board of Directors or a stated salary as a 
director. No such payment shall preclude any director 
from serving the corporation in any other capacity and 
receiving compensation therefore. However, in the event 
a director is employed by the Seminole Tribe of Florida, 

Inc., they will only be entitled to be paid either a fixed 

sum meeting fee for attendance at each meeting or a stat - 

ed salary as a director. 

This change is proposed to prevent a director who is 
also an employee of the Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc. 
from drawing two salaries from the corporation. 

Rather, an employee who becomes a director shall only 
be entitled to either a meeting fee or a salary. 

Article III, Section 2 

The shareholders of the Big Cypress, Brighton, Fort 
Pierce, Hollywood, Immokalee and Tampa Hollywood, 
Big Cypr e ss and Brighton Reservations shall be repre- 
sented on the Board of Directors by one (1) member 
from each reservation who shall be elected solely by the 
voting shareholders of the reservation they he shall rep- 
resent. Shareholders residing within 30 miles of one of 
the aforementioned reservations shall be attributed to 

that reservation. Shareholders residing within the State 

of Florida but outside one of the aforementioned reserva - 

tions will be represented on the Board of Directors by 
one (1) at-large member who shall be elected solely by 

those voting shareholders residing outside one of the 

aforementioned reservations. Any shareholder who has 
reached the age of twenty-one (21) years and has resided 
within the actual geographic boundaries of on one or any 
combination of the six (6) thr ee Seminole Reservations 
mentioned herein for a continuous period of four years 
immediately preceding the election for the Directors may 
offer himself/herself as a candidate to represent that 
reservation, provided he or she shall give written notice 
of his or her intent to the incumbent Board supported by 
a petition signed by ten (10) or ten percent (10%), 
whichever is less, of the voting shareholders who reside 
on that reservation. Any petition submitted in support of 
any candidate shall be considered invalid when and if a 
candidate signed a petition supporting any other candi- 
date for the same office. Nothing in this section shall 
preclude a shareholder who is prevented from residing 

within the actual geographic boundaries of the reserva - 

tion due to a housing or land shortage from offering 
themselves as a candidate provided they also reside with - 

in 30 miles of the reservation. 

This change is proposed to provide for elected, vot- 
ing directors from three additional Seminole reser- 
vation communities - Fort Pierce, Immokalee and 
Tampa. Shareholders who reside within 30 miles of 
a Seminole reservation are considered sharehold- 
ers of that reservation. Shareholders who reside 
within the State of Florida, but outside one of the 
Seminole reservations will be represented by an 
elected, voting at-large director elected by those 
who they will represent. To be eligible to run for 
the office of director, a shareholder must have 
resided on one or any combination of the 6 
Seminole Reservations for four years prior to the 
election. In addition, a shareholder must submit a 
petition declaring their intention signed by either 
10, or 10% of the voting shareholders who reside 
on that reservation. Any shareholder offering 
themselves as a candidate must reside within the 
geographic boundaries of the reservation unless 
prevented due to a housing or land shortage. If 
prevented, then they must still live within 30 miles 
of the reservation in order to be eligible to run. 

In addition, the Board shall be presided over by a presi- 
dent at-large. Any shareholder who is twenty-five (25) 
tw e nty on e (21) years of age and has resided for a con- 
tinuous period of four (4) years on one or any combina- 
tion of the six (6) throe Seminole Reservations may be a 
candidate for the Board’s presidency provided he or she 
shall give written notice of his or her intent to the incum- 
bent Board of Directors supported by a petition signed 
by ten (10) or ten percent (10%), whichever is less, of 
the voting shareholders from each of the six (6) thr ee 
Seminole Reservations. Restriction on the signatories 
shall conform with those in Article III, Section 2(a) of 
these Bylaws. 

This change is proposed to correspond with proposed 
changes in the previous section. A candidate for presi- 
dent must have resided on one or any combination of 
the 6 Seminole Reservations for four years prior to the 
election. Moreover, in order to be considered for office, 
the candidate must submit a petition signed by either 
10, or 10% of the voting shareholders of each of the 6 
reservations. 
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A shareholder is not eligible to serve as either president 

or a director if that person has been convicted of a crime 

of dishonesty, false statement or fraud. 

This proposed change prevents those convicted of a 
crime of dishonesty, false statement or fraud from 
being eligible to serve as either president or a director. 

Article III, Section 4 

(a) The candidate from each reservation receiving 
the largest number of votes shall hold office for 
four (4) two (2) years. 

(b) The presidential candidate receiving the largest 
number of votes shall hold office for six (6) 
four (4) years. 

(c) Successful candidates shall assume office on 
the first Monday in the month following their 
election. Th e Pr e sid e nt as a condition of his 
offic e , shall agr ee to r e sid e on Hollywood 

Res e rvation for the duration of his term. 

(d) In no event shall a successful candidate hold 
office for more than two (2) consecutive terms. 

This proposed change will increase the term length of 
directors from 2 years to 4 years. The term length for 
president will be increased from 4 years to 6 years. 
These changes will promote needed stability to the cor- 
poration as it conducts business. Constant turnover in 
leadership in corporations leads to inefficiency, uncer- 
tainty and constrained profitability. The requirement 
that the President reside on the Hollywood Reservation 
during their term is removed. Both directors and the 
president will be limited to 2 successive terms. 

Article III, Section 5 

All elections including the first under this amended 
Charter, of the Board of Directors shall be by secret bal- 
lot with provisions for absentee balloting. The President 
and Board of Directors from the Big Cypress, Brighton 

and Hollywood Reservations shall be elected simultane - 

ously in odd numbered years. The Board of Directors 
from the Fort Pierce, Immokalee and Tampa 
Reservations, as well as the at-large Director, shall be 

elected simultaneously in even numbered years. After the 
first election, the Board of Directors, subject to the 
review of the Secretary of the Interior or his authorized 
representative, shall enact a resolution wherein the form 
of the ballot, eligibility of voters, voting lists, rules for 
calling elections, absentee balloting procedures, selection 
of election officials, polling places, dates and such other 
necessary rules and regulations are established. 

This proposed change is intended to establish a system 
whereby the President and existing Directors from the 
Big Cypress, Brighton and Hollywood Reservations are 
elected in odd numbered years. The at-large Director 
and Directors from the Fort Pierce, Immokalee and 
Tampa Reservations will be elected in even numbered 
years. 

No person shall be elected to office who shall not have 

received a majority (51%) of the qualified votes cast for 

their respective office. If at any regular election, no can - 

didate receives the majority of votes cast in the regular 
election, there shall be a runoff election which shall be 

held on the second Tuesday therefrom. In the runoff 

election, the two (2) candidates receiving the greatest 

number of votes at the regular election shall be voted 

upon and the one receiving the majority of votes cast 

shall be elected to office. In the event of a tie vote, a fur - 

ther election shall be held under the same procedure as 
the first run-off election, the date of which shall be set 

by the Board of Directors. This process shall be repeated 

until one candidate receives a majority of the votes cast. 

This proposed change is intended to insure that a direc- 
tor or the president is elected by a majority vote. In 
elections where there is no candidate who receives a 
majority (51 %) of the votes, a run off will be held with- 
in 2 weeks between the two candidates receiving the 
greatest number of votes. If the two candidates tie dur- 
ing the run-off, subsequent run-offs will be held until a 
candidate receives a majority of the votes. 

In the event of the death, disqualification or withdrawal 

of either of the two (2) candidates prior to the holding of 

a second or subsequent election, the candidate who 

received the third greatest number of votes shall be sub - 

stituted for such candidate. In any such event, notice of 
such substitution shall be posted at each polling place at 

the entrance thereof, giving a full explanation of the 

facts. 

In the event that a candidate dies, is disqualified or 
withdraws before the run-off, the candidate who 
received the third largest number of votes during the 
initial election will be substituted for the candidate who 
died, withdrew or was disqualified. 

Article III, Section 7 

Under rules to be prescribed by the Board of Directors, 
any Board member may be removed for ineligibility for 
office, neglect of duty, gross misconduct , failing to dis - 
close a conflict of interest, or any act reflecting on the 
integrity of the Board; provided, charges are made in 
writing and formally served upon the accused at lease 10 
days before a special Board meeting convened for the 
purpose of giving the accused full opportunity to reply to 
any and all charges made against him. If the Board, after 
full and careful hearings, shall decide that the charges 
are not substantiated, the Board may by majority vote 
drop the charges. If the Board shall decide that the 
charges are substantiated, the Board shall issue a notice 
to convene a shareholders meeting and a majority vote of 
those voting to retain or dismiss shall be final. 

This proposed change is intended to make failure to 
disclose a conflict of interest a basis for removal as a 
director. 

Article IV, Section 6 

(a) He shall keep and maintain open to inspection 
by any director or shareholder, or the Secretary 
of the Interior or their duly authorized represen - 

tative, r e pr e sentativ e of th e Commission e r of 
Indian Affairs, at all reasonable times, adequate 
and correct accounts of the properties and busi- 
ness transactions of the corporation, which shall 
include all matters required by the Board of 
Directors, the Charter or these Bylaws. 

This proposed change is intended to modernize the 
Charter. The old language required the Seminole Tribe 
of Florida, Inc. to allow its books to be inspected by the 
State of Florida ’s Commissioner of Indian Affairs. The 
State of Florida no longer has a Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs. Moreover, the corporation is not 
required to allow the State to review any of its records. 
However, the corporation is required to allow the 
Secretary of the Interior to review its books. 
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I By Emma Brown 

BRIGHTON — Lydia Child once said, “Blessed 
1 indeed is the man who hears many gentle voices call him 
|l father.” A father is someone every child should be thankful for. 

On June 1 5 the Brighton community gave tribute to their 
W fathers by cooking them breakfast and inviting them all togeth- 
M er to celebrate and thank them for being dads. 

It was a chance for many of them to come together 
in and shoot the breeze with long lost buddies or their own sons 
ffi that they otherwise don’t have a chance to visit with. Some 
1H fathers brought their wife and some brought their children, 
and some came alone to enjoy the special meal and get 
iJjl together planned in their honor. 

Wjt Brighton Council Representative Andy Bowers and 

Mi Brighton Board Representative Johnny Jones, along with 
!®| other departments, staff members, and mothers did a great 
2)* job helping to create a special day for all of the dads from 
the Brighton reservation. They are all greatly appreciated 
and may they have a Happy Father’s Day. 
j|| jp* Thank you to the mothers and staff that came in 

ilbb the wee hours of the morning to honor all of our Brighton 
0P community fathers. 


^Mril *^ “*-**, 
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The attendance over all topped out at 
about 70 people. But if you were one of the 
people who ended up getting there a little bit 
late, majority of the people had already began 
to file out. Curious to why people did not want 
to linger around and hold conversation, it 
dawned on me that 
I the Heat were playing 
in the NBA finals that 
night also. The good 
I turnout, and impor- 
tance of celebrating 
father was somewhat 
overshadowed by the 
excitement of the 
game. 

Nevertheless, 
r Barbara DiC arlo 
I joined the event, and 
y j set up her area for 
anyone who was 
interested in a refresh- 
Jl ing delicious smooth- 
ie. In the mist of all 
, the gift giving, 

smoothie drinking, 

' and father praising, 

Max Osceola Jr. and 
Gloria Wilson took a 
few moments to 
address those at the 
event. 

Mentioning a 
| couple of the obsta- 
occa- 


By Tony Heard 

HOLLYWOOD — Well it’s that 
time of year again. No, not the time of year 
when kids start to run wild because school is 
out or everyone gets worried about hurricanes 
and gas pricing. Those are things on the minds 
of many in South 
Florida, but the 
time being referred 
to is the time to 
hug your father 
and tell him how 
much you love and 
appreciate him. 

Father’s 

Day fell on the - y’ 

1 8th of June this “ 

year and in the 
past the Tribal 
Council and 

Recreation depart- Hr 

ment have teamed 

up to have a dinner 

the Thursday or HSnBst\ 

Friday before this 
special Sunday. 

The event began at 
6 p.m. with smiles 
and laughter all 
around. The food 
was set up with 
some traditional 
dishes and some 
more contempo- 
rary dishes also, 
but it must have 
been delicious 
because there 
wasn’t any com- 
plaining. 

Families 

atmosphere and the good music that was being 
provided by DJ Zack Baptiste. Zack is usually 
hired for special events that take place in the 
gym. His musical selection always fits the 
occasion, and he does a great job of playing a 
variety of styles. 

Robin Osceola had a table set up 
and was in charge of the monetary distribu- 
tion. All Tribal citizens who are blessed to be 
a father received a small token of apprecia- 
tion from the Tribe. This was in addition to 
the various gifts council had prepared to 
hand out to all the special men in atten- 
dance. 


Jonah Cypress and Paul Buster (standing in middle) and the South American Music Group. 


cles and joyous 
sions they each have 
been faced with 
throughout the years, 
both expressed great 
appreciation and joy to those who gathered to 
let all the dads know how special they are. 

Everyone was very receptive to the 
encouraging words and heartfelt thanks deliv- 
ered by Council Representative Max B. 
Osceola Jr. and Board Representative Gloria 
Wilson. 

When it was all said and done, there 
was one real reason everyone came together 
on that night, the love of father. A father’s love 
can never be put into words or measured. 
Daddy, pop, old man, father, or just dad; 
regardless of what you call your father figure 
let him know how much you care, and how 
much you appreciate all the things he has done 
for you. 


Tony Heard 


Jimmy Hank Osceola 


TaihjyCo 


Photos By Nery Mejicano 

(Clockwise) Joe Osceola Sr., Ricky Doctor, Joe Billie, 
and George Billie. (Below) Janice Osceola with the 
South American Music Group band members. 


Rudy Osceola and Pastor Hummingbird. 




Daisy Jumper (right) 


Ingram Billie and Paul Buster. 
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Tribal Citizen 
Earns President’s 
Education Award 



Photo submitted by Wende Malik 


(L-R) Bryce and dad O.B. Osceola Jr. 


Submitted by Wende Malik 

NAPLES — Congratulations to 
Bryce Monroe Osceola, 11, of the Naples 
community. Bryce graduated from fifth 
grade at Vineyards Elementary School in 
Naples at the end of May and received the 
President’s Education Award for 
Outstanding Academic Excellence. 

Students are eligible to receive 
this award if they maintain a 3.2 or higher 
overall GPA and a passing score on the 
FCAT. This award is personally signed by 
the President of the United States George 
Bush. 

Bryce also finished her fifth grade 
year on the honor roll and was a year-long 
member of the Vineyards News Crew, 
which broadcast a daily morning TV show 
to the entire school. Bryce participated as 
a news anchor and also worked the camera 
equipment. 

Bryce was an active basketball 
player during the school year, playing for 
the local YMCA teams year-round. She 
also said she enjoys watching her cousin, 
Dakota Osceola, play on the local Amateur 
Athletic Union (AAU) Basketball Team, 
called Explosion. Bryce hopes to follow 
her cousin Dakota’s lead and join the AAU 
team this fall. 

Bryce is the daughter of Naples 
Tribal Liaison O.B. Osceola Jr. and Wende 
Malik, both of the Naples community. 
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Clifford Sanchez Jr. Plays in Jim Thorpe Classic 

Jim Thorpe Considered ‘Athlete of the Century ’ 


By Kenny Bayon 

LAWTON, OK — Seminole Tribal citi- 
zen and Hollywood resident Clifford Sanchez Jr. 
was not only chosen to play in the Jim Thorpe 
Indian All Star game but started as well. He was 
joined by fellow Seminole Jarrid Smith, who was 
selected as a coach. The game was played at 
Cameroon Stadium in Lawton, Okla. on July 1 . 

The game pitted an all star team from 
Oklahoma called Team Oklahoma and players 
from the rest of the country called the National 
All Stars. Cliff spent the entire week leading up to 
the game at Camp Y’Shua. 

This remote camp is a year round retreat 
and conference center located on 160 acres in the 
heart of the beautiful Wichita Mountains. The 
camp is about 45 minutes from Lawton and was 
where both teams practice for the game. 
Furthermore, it was where the youth football 
camp for Native Americans was held. 

Clifford, the son of the late Clifford 
Sanchez Sr. and Alicia Cabal, is a member of the 
Panther clan. Cliff just recently graduated from 
Hollywood Christian High School. He was a two 
year starter on the varsity football team and 
played two positions as starting offensive tackle 

❖ See CLIFFORD, page 19 



Sanchez #55 prepares to take the field. 


Seminoles Compete 
in North American 
Indigenous Games 

By Chris Jenkins 

DENVER, CO — A celebration 
of culture, sport and spirit was on center 
stage July 2-9, as the Mile High City 
played host to the sixth annual North 
American Indigenous Games (NAIG). 

Athletes from all across the U.S. 
and Canada came together for this event, 
which takes place every four years. The 
Seminole Tribe of Florida represented the 
state with pride and honor. Of the 15 
sports offered, Team Florida had represen- 
tatives in basketball, athletics, also known 
as track, Tae Kwon Do, rifle shooting, 
archery, golf and wrestling. 

One of the stars of the week was 
Amy Johns, who won gold and bronze 
medals in rifle shooting. As a 2002 com- 
petitor, Johns was determined to come 
back strong this year. The Brighton native 
and mother of two won in the prone, or 
laying position, and 3P, which encompases 
three positions: prone, kneeling and stand- 
ing, divisions. 

The Panther clan member got into 
rifle shooting at an early age and says it 
was her love for it which held her interest. 

“It seemed like the logical choice 
for me because I’m around firearms a lot,” 
Johns said. 

Teammate Reese Bert felt confi- 
dent that Johns’ chances were good to 
medal. 

“I believed Amy should have 
been able to place,” Bert said. 

Johns coach and teammate, Joe 
❖ See NAIG, page 21 



Judy Weeks 

Helene and Andy Buster talk wellness. 


13 th Annual 
Seminole Wellness 
Conference 

By Judy Weeks 

MARCO ISLAND, FL — On 
July 16 participants began to arrive at the 
Marco Island Hilton for the 13th Annual 
Seminole Wellness Conference. This mon- 
umental event had been in the planning 
stages for the past nine months and had 
finally become a reality. 

Under the competent direction of 
Helene Buster, the wellness committee put 
together a very beneficial opportunity for 
the members of the Seminole Tribe and 
their families. The basic concept is just 
what the name implies. Wellness takes in 
addictions in its many forms, recovery and 
both physical and mental well being. This 
year’s well thought out program covered 
all of these aspects, including youth coun- 
seling. 

Activities got underway each 
morning at 6 a.m. with the Fitness depart- 
ment sponsoring a beach walk that took in 
approximately a three mile radius. 
Gathering in the pre-dawn darkness behind 
the hotel, the group had the exhilarating 
experience of watching the sunrise as they 
enjoyed the quiet lapping of the Gulf 
waters on the beach. Walking along in 
solitude or speaking in hushed tones, one 
could not help but recognize that each day 
is a new beginning in our lives. 

The beach walk was just the 
beginning of a very busy day for the 
Fitness department. Personal trainers Neil 
Prager and Joey Garcia were available by 
appointment to assist in helping set up a 
safe, healthy physical program geared to 
the needs of each individual participant. 
Massage Therapist Tracy DelaRosa used 
her magic fingers to relieve the muscle 
strain from unfamiliar exercise or long 
hours in the conference room. Both facili- 


❖ See WELLNESS, page 26 
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FYI... 

136 days til’ Christmas 
143 days til’ New Year’s 
816 days til’ the next 
US Presidential Election 


Corrections 


In the story “Awards Banquet for 
Immokalee 4-H” from the July 21 issue of 
The Seminole Tribune, Moleana Mora was 
misidentifled as Immokalee 4-H Director. 
Her correct title is 4-H Program Assistant 
for Immokalee and she works under the 
direction of Polly Hayes. 

In the story “Board Passes Two 
Resolutions in Special Meeting” from the 
July 2 1 issue, a factual error occurred. The 
word “car” should be omitted from the fol- 
lowing sentence, which appeared in the 
article; “Maza said while he allocated 
approximately 600 loans per month, the 
majority of these loans are car loans for 
about $5,000.” 


Previous Photo Quiz 


Wilson Cypress 
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Survey of the Seminoles of Florida 


By Roy Nash 

[Editor’s Note: This is a verbatim re-print of a survey of the 
Seminole Indians by Roy Nash conducted on behalf of the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs in 1930. This is Part 8 of a series The Seminole 
Tribune will re-print in its entirety. Please see the Sept. 1 issue of 
The Tribune for Part 9.] 

Excerpt 24. Part 1: The Florida Seminoles 

SEMINOLE SURVEY OF 1930 

By Roy Nash 


A TYPICAL CAMP OF 1930 

TRIBAL ORGANIZATION 

The unifying effect of war and a common danger brought forward 
leaders strong enough to exercise authority in both northern and 
southern camps, men who could be properly termed Seminole 
chiefs; since Bowlegs surrendered and went west in 1858 it is 
doubtful that any man deserves the title. Certainly no man in the 
last 50 years has exercised authority over both the Okeechoobee 
and Cypress groups. Nothing more 
absurd in Seminole history then the 
habit of Miami newspapers on con- 
ferring the title in these days of the 
twentieth century on Tony Tommie. 

THE GREEN CORN DANCE 

The green com dances held 
each year in June are to-day, as in 
MacCauley’s day, the annual busi- 
ness meetings. The Okeechobee 
Indians hold their green com dance 
and the Cypress Indians hold a sep- 
arate green com dance; the smaller 
group may send delegates to the 
Cypress, but the Cypress does not 
seem to bother to reciprocate. 

As a legislative device the 
green com dance seems to be a dem- 
ocratic body in which not only the 
men but all women over eighteen 
have a voice, according to Spencer. 

Judicial functions are in the hands of 
a council: for the Cypress this is at 
present composed of old Billy 
Motlo, Cuffiiey Tiger, Ingram Billy, 
and Jose Billy, according to Stanley 
Hanson. For the Okeechobee group, 

Billy Smith, the medicine man, is 
the only one I can name. This Tribal 
council decrees penalties for infrac- 
tions of their code, and in years past 
undoubtedly has inflicted the death 
penalty. Spencer says it takes cog- 
nizance of marriage and divorce 
although certainly much marriage 
and divorce takes no cognizance of 
it. 

Like all things Seminole, 
the green com dance is in process of 
decay through contact with the 
white man. Once attendance was 
mandatory; now fewer and fewer 
attend. From the Dania Reservation where the white man’s influ- 
ence is most in evidence, the Indians sent a man and his squaw to 
represent them at the green com dance in 1927; in 1928, no one 
went from Dania. 

Of the feasting, drinking, scarification, purging, dancing, 
and punishment which go on at this festival, it is not necessary to 
go into detail; nothing objectionable has ever been reported. It is no 
longer unusual for whites having the Indians confidence to be invit- 
ed, and some crowd without invitation. 

THE HUNTING DANCE 

The only other regular Tribal gathering is a hunting dance 
which occurs in the fall of the year at 4-year intervals, according to 
Mrs. Minnie Moore- Willson, who once attended as an honored 
guest guest and describes it in detail in her book of the Seminoles. 

Excerpt 25. Part 1: The Florida Seminoles 

MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE 

That a man and woman desire to live together is not quite 


enough; the parents must be satisfied, and the Tribal council may 
take a hand in the matter. Some years ago an Indian-Negro half 
breed ran amuck and killed several Indians before he was shot 
down; Brother Dunklin of Okeechobee told me that the council got 
together and decreed no more Indian wives for the Indian-Negro 
half breeds, and it sounds plausible. But that all marriages come 
before the council I seriously doubt. 

Be that as it may, if there are no objections to a marriage 
the rest is simple. The women folk on the groom’s side supply the 
meager trappings of the Seminole bed; some one on the bride’s side 
of the bargain sews him a gay new shirt; then takes up residence 
with his bride and her family. 

He may stay in the camp of his wife’s people many years 
if the hunting is good, or as the new family increases, he may find 
himself an unoccupied hammock in the same general region and 
build himself a new camp. 

There is some intermarriage between the Okeechobee and 
Cypress groups; just how much I do not know. 

Most of these marriages endure. In 1915 Spencer said 
there was only one divorced couple among all the Seminoles. He 
thinks that the Tribal council would have the final word in divorce 


as in marriage. There is no ceremony to separation — the husband 
gets out, the wife and children remain with her own people. 

I have a feeling that the generalizations in the Rev. Mr. 
Spencer’s annual reports should be qualified by the story of Rosalie 
Huff. Rosalie married Sam Huff and bore him four children; the 
family came to live at the Seminole Agency. Frank Jim came along 
and Rosalie moved into a house next door and lived with him, Sam 
apparently not objecting. Chief Charlie appeared upon the scene, 
took Rosalie away from Frank Jim, moved into a third house in the 
Government group, and all three husbands lived in the same camp 
amicably. I doubt if the Tribal council gets together often enough to 
keep abreast of her movements. 

The state recognizes the Seminole unions as common-law 
marriages. 

No record of them is anywhere kept. 

In 1926 and again in 1928 one couple was married by the 
civil authorities. 

Duogamy, not uncommon in 1880, no longer exists. 



Letters & E-mail 


Please send all letters to 6300 Stirling Road, Hollywood, FL 33024 
❖tribune@semtribe.com ❖ 


Dear Editor, 

It’s that time of year again for 
school bells, backpacks, and yellow buses. 
Most importantly, it’s a time when children 
are on our roads and sidewalks, eager to 
get to school. This is an exciting time for 
both children and parents, and we can all 
help to assure them a safe start to the 
school year. 

Drivers need to be extra cautious 
now that summer has come to an end. 
Thousands of children will be waiting at 
school bus stops or walking and biking to 
school, often at dawn when it can be par- 
ticularly hard to see them. Statistics show 
that one-fifth of all children age 14 and 
under who die in motor vehicle crashes are 
pedestrians. Many of these fatalities are 
children who run across the street, not pay- 
ing attention to oncoming vehicles. 

Children are at a disadvantage 
because they are less visible to motorists. 
Children are also less capable than adults 
of judging where and when it’s safe to 
cross the street and less likely to fully 
understand the consequences of their 
potential misjudgments. Motorists need to 
keep this in mind and pay extra attention 
so that we can keep the children safe, not 
only in these first few critical weeks, but 
throughout the entire school year. 

AAA Auto Club South will be 
carrying out its annual “School’s 
Open— Drive Carefully” educational cam- 
paign throughout the months of August and 
September and AAA School Safety Patrol 
members will be on full alert at schools for 
dangerous situations. We ask that all 
motorists be on full alert too. 

The best protection to avoid a 
fatal mistake is for drivers to slow down. 
Every mile per hour you reduce your speed 
allows for greater reaction time. This could 
be the difference between life and death for 
a child that unexpectedly darts across the 
street. And that child could be yours! 

Whether it’s the beginning, mid- 
dle, or end of the year, always remember, 
“School’s Open-Drive Carefully.” 

Sincerely, 

Sojeila Orengo 

Manager of Traffic Safety 
Programs 

AAA Auto Club South 


Dear Editor, 

Thank you so much for support- 
ing Florida State University by allowing 
them to keep the Seminole name. 

After learning about Osceola in 
elementary school, he became one of my 
heroes. Attached is a little song I wrote 
several years ago. I sent Bobby Bowden a 
copy two years ago and he wrote back say- 
ing how much he enjoyed reading it. I 
hope you enjoy it also! 

Thanks again, 

Edward Lee Johnson 

"Seminole Hillbilly’’ 

[Chant] 

Hey ya Hey ya - Hey ya Hey ya 

I’m just a proud young Seminole 
fan living in the Tennessee hills. I work 
hard for a living and I always pay my bills. 
Now the girls cf Tennessee are beautiful 
and a lot of fun out on a date, but when it 
comes to football, I always root for Florida 
State 

[Chant] 

Everywhere I go I see orange and 
white - in the brightness of day and the 
darkness of night. And that’s fine with me if 
folks want to wear a big ole “T, “ but I’ll 
be bold and wear the garland and gold. 

All my friends at work are 
Tennessee fans when the Vols are playing 
in Knoxville I can see them cheering in the 
stands; and I can spot them quite easily 
because they always paint their faces 
bright orange and wave a banner which 
says Tennessee; Then those clowns want to 
make fun of me and call me a “Seminole 
Hillbilly’’! 

[Chant] 

The real Osceola has always been 
one of my heroes and his courage and his 
name lives on through the Florida State 
Seminoles. The chop and the chant may not 
be popular with everyone today, but the 
Seminole elders said, “Hey, its okay!” 

Now I hope all of you fans know 
where I’m coming fro. Football’s a sport 
and it should be a lot of fun. So we ’ll play 
and we ’ll cheer and hopefully shake hands 
at the end of the year 

[Chant] 

I finally married my Tennessee 


girlfriend and now she ’s my spouse. When 
she found out I wrote this song she sent me 
to the dog house. I said, “Move over 
Rover ” but he wouldn 't let me in, seems my 
old hound dog and Smokey are some kind 
of kin. Oh! It ain ’t easy being me for I’m a 
Seminole Fan Hillbilly. 

[ Chant] 

Osceola Lives On! 

Dear Editor, 

My wife and I have just moved to 
Valrico, Fla. She now works for the Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino, but would love to 
tour the Seminole Tribe areas. She wants to 
leam more about the American Indian 
called the Seminole Tribe. 

Could you please let me know 
how we can go about seeing first hand how 
the Seminole Indians live and survive in 
their native culture. 

Thank you, 

Mr. & Mrs. Edward O’keeke 

Dear O’keefe family, 

The Big Cypress reservation is 
host to numerous opportunities to learn 
more about our Tribe. Please visit the fol- 
lowing two websites to learn more: 
www.semtribe.com and 
www. ahtahthiki. com. 

Sincerely, 

Tina M. Osceola 

Executive Director 

Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 

Dear Editor, 

Could you tell me where to find a 
list of traditional Seminole names and their 
meanings? 

Thanks, 

Scott 

Dear Scott, 

You can find a list in “The 
Seminole Indians of Florida” by Clay 
MacCauley, published in late 1800s. It 
was republished by University Press of 
Florida, Gainesville, Fla. If you have any 
other questions, please call our local 
library. 

Sincerely, 

Lorene Gopher 

Director of Cultural Programs 
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Tribe, Inc. Helps Football Team 
Prepare for Next Year 



Susan Etxebarria 

Brianna Nunez stands in front of the mural she helped paint in Okeechobee City, Fla. 


Brianna Skye Nunez Makes A Mural 


Board Donates Check in 
Honor of the Late Fred Smith 

By Lila Osceola 

HOLLYWOOD — On July 20, 
President/Vice Chairman 
Moses Osceola congregat- 
ed in his office with 
Camilla Smith, and key 
Smith family members. 

Together the group pre- 
sented a check to 
Okeechobee High School 
Football Coach Chris 
Branham. 

Fred Smith, Bird 
clan, played guard for 
Okeechobee High from 
1957-1958. Smith was 
once the president of Seminole Tribe of Inc. for three 
terms. Tribal citizens, daughter Camilla Smith, grand- 
daughter Stephanie Smith and grandson, Jarrid Smith, 
from Brighton were present to honor their relative and 
their local high school. 

The Okeechobee football players who attend 
this camp in Lake Denton, Fla. on Aug. 1—5 will bene- 


fit from the donation greatly. Coach Branham said he 
believes this camp will improve the chances of his 
teams’ success for the upcoming year. 

This camp will play as a very important part 
of team preparedness for the upcoming season along 
with team building and much needed team trust in one 
another. Working on the fundamentals and having the 


proper chemistry plays a large role in the success of a 
football team on any level. 

Camp attendees can expect four nights and 
three days of intensive football drills, team building, 
evening ministries, camp fires, dorm-room living and 
full course meals. Any 
football player would say 
this sounds like a camp 
the young men will enjoy 
and benefit from. 

The football 

camp will not only bene- 
fit the football team on 
the field, but off the field 
as well. The camp will 
present a college level 
regimen for the student 
athletes to experience. 

For those who are look- 
ing forward to attending 
college, this gives them a sneak peak of what to 
expect. 

Seminoles who attend Okeechobee High 
School are: sophomores Pablo Cardinos, Piercen 
Huntsinger, Damon Bert and senior Kelsey Spencer. 
Grades play an important role in sports and some 

Seminoles are nega- 
tively affected. That 
is why the Coach 
Branham has incor- 
porated in study hall 
before football prac- 
tice with hopes of 
keeping everyone of 
the players eligible. 

Branham is 
one of the youngest 
head coaches in the 
history of 
Okeechobee High 
School and brings 
his college level 
intensity to the 
team. Major rules 
that he said he 
instills in his play- 
ers are: God, family, 
school and football. 

He, along 
with his staff, pride 
themselves on disci- 
pline, dedication 
and determination. 
Coach Branham 
said he hopes to 
prepare the student 
athletes for college 
and give them some 
experience that will 
prepare them 
throughout life, in 

college and on and off the field. 

The Smith family legacy lives on through 
Fred Smith’s grandson, Florida Atlantic University 
football great, Jarrid Smith and granddaughter, 
2005-2006 Brighton Miss Seminole, Stephanie Smith. 


By Susan Etxebarria 

OKEECHOBEE CITY, FL — Tribal citizen 
Brianna Skye Nunez is getting an early start as an 
artist. The 10-year-old was one of 10 Okeechobee 
school district students selected to work with noted 
artists to paint a mural on a building wall in 
Okeechobee City. 

The 80-foot-by- 18-foot historical mural enti- 
tled the “Williams Family Cattle Drive-1937” was 
unveiled to an appreciative audience at the outdoor 
celebration on July 10. This was the first mural project 
sponsored by Okeechobee Main Street, Inc., a down- 
town economic development and revitalization organi- 
zation. 

Nunez is the daughter of Deanna and Dallas 
Nunez. Her Seminole grandmother is Alice Sweat, a 
member of the Panther clan. Brianna has had a love 
for drawing and painting since she was old enough to 
hold a crayon. 

“I love to draw horses,” she said “Sometimes, 
if I can’t think of anything to draw, I do cartoons.” 

Nunez has taken art classes at Absolute Art 
Gallery. He mother said Brianna loves to sew and do 
crafts. 

“She will stay up all night,” mom Deanna 
said. “I think her love of art has to do with her 
Seminole culture and how well her people express 
themselves through artwork.” 

Brianna also posed as a model for the mural. 
She represented a Seminole youngster in a gathering 
of people standing in front of a 1937 movie theater. 
Nunez said her daughter will be part of history. 


“In the mural you are seeing her picture up 
there on the wall,” Deanna Nunez said. “It will be 
there forever.” 

Brianna Nunez worked 1 8 months alongside 
her fellow students under the guidance of professional 
artists to accomplish this extraordinary work of art. 
Students were chosen by their teachers for the honor 
of being a “junior artist.” Each one had to have excep- 
tional talent as demonstrated in samples of their work. 

These junior artists were able to strengthen 
their painting skills under the direction of the artists 
who all volunteered their time to work on this project. 
They are: Fawn McNeill Barr, art teacher at 
Okeechobee High School, Bridgette Waldau, artist and 
owner of the Studio of Graphic Design, Maureen 
Burroughs, a floral artist and owner of Sybles Flowers 
and Gifts, T.J. Condon, a freelance graphic and fine 
artist and Jillian Warren, a caricature artist at Busch 
Gardens in Tampa Bay. Waldau was the driving force 
behind the design and artistic elements. 

The other nine junior artists were: Lindsay 
Cram, Rocky Huddleston, Taneisha Mitchell, Rachel 
Muros, Jack Radebaugh, Hannah Sadler, Donny 
Sheldon, Nick Valcaniant and Gabrielle Velie. 

The mural depicts various scenes and memo- 
ries of the youthful days of Haynes Williams in an 
earlier era in Okeechobee, Fla. His pioneer grandfa- 
ther, Fitz Williams, raised cattle on Okeechobee land, 
the well known 101 Ranch. 

The mural was painted with acrylic with UV 
glaze. It can be seen at 206 North Parrott Avenue in 
Okeechobee. 


“ Always try harder, give it all 
you got, and because you get to 
college be ready to play. When you 
get to college you may think you ’re 
good, you ’re just like everyone else 
there. ’’ 

— Jarrid Smith, Florida Atlantic 
University standout football player 



Lila Osceola 


(L-R) Moses Osceola, Stephanie Smith, Camilla Osceola, Coach Branham, Jarrid 
Smith and Gwen Smith at the check presentation. 



to register please call Brian Zepeda at 
863-902-1113 ext. 202 


Seminole Tribe of Florida. 

AH-TAH-TH 1-KI 

A PLACE. TO LL ARISE A PLACE TO HLMLMGLR 


Community Outreach 


Seminole Art School 2006 

August 19th and 20th 
Canoe Making, Silver Smithing, and Storytelling 
Open to Tribal members and employees 
Space is limited to 20 students 


"The Buying Place". . . 

Experience Native American culture and 
explore luxurious Seminole retail 
providing one of a kind 
authentic Native American art work. 

We are open 
7 days a week 
Sundays - Saturdays 
10:00 am -12:00 am 

Located at the 

Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino 
on the Casino floor, 

1 Seminole Way 
Hollywood, FL 33314 
(954)797-5550 
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Rock pit employees often have to operate heavy equipment on the job. 



A Rock Pit employee pumps water on the job. 



Rock Mine Aids Development of Big Cypress 


By Susan Etxebarria 

BIG CYPRESS — A trip to the 
Big Cypress reservation rock mine seems 
like a trip to Mars. What appears at the end 
of what locals call Rock Pit Road is a vast 


irrigation and to provide water for the herd. 
But they ran into problems immediately 
and it was slow going. 

“The cap rock was so hard the 
machines couldn’t get through the earth 


terrain bleached white in the hot sun, a bar- and each day we were only able to dig 


ren landscape dotted by huge pyramids of 
rock, dirt or sand. Gigantic machinery 
crawls over the earth and with giant a 


trench about 25 to 50 feet long,” added 
Bowers. “The machines were being 
destroyed and we were discovering it w 


of mechanized steel dig and dump earth. At hard rock at least three feet deep.” 


times, wind storms blow clouds of white 
dust. 

This surreal oasis is 
not a gold mine but it might 
as well be one. On this large 
stretch of land, located about 
eight miles south of the Big 
Cypress Family Investment 
Center, rock mining produces 
a valuable natural resource 
and for the next 20 years 
there will be almost an end- 
less supply. 

An average of 170 
dump trucks a day, each 
loaded with 20 tons of mate- 
rial, pass through the scales 
daily. It is estimated there 
will be an additional 120 tons 
of material needed each day 
for the construction of the 
reservation’s new water plant 
when it begins. 

So far 100 acres has 
been mined, 89 acres are cur- 
rently being mined and there — 
are another 200 that will 
begin excavation in the future. It took 
almost five years to excavate the first 100 
acres. 


Richard Bowers said they had to 


the surface, water fills up the ever widen- 
ing rock pit as the digging proceeds. The 
pit needs to be pumped out continuously to 
keep it dry for the machines to maneuver 
so deep pits are dug nearby to hold the 
excess water. When they finish mining the 
earth from the first pit, they return the 
water and then start on the emptied pit. 

What was left after excavation of 
the first pit is now a 20 foot deep lake 
already teeming with fish. The plan is that 
future generations may one day be able to 
enjoy this newly created lake once it is 
landscaped as a beautiful park for picnick- 
ing, boating and fishing. At this point the 
industrial site is not usable, safe and is off 
limits. 

How the rock mine was devel- 
oped is a story as strange as the altered 
scenery. The rock mine was once viewed 
as potential pasture land for tribal cattle. 
Board Representative Paul Bowers Sr. and 
his brother, Richard Bowers, raise cattle in 
this region. Looking for new pastures five 
years ago led them to this section of land. 

“We wanted to plant grasses and 
fence it off,” said Richard Bowers. 

First they needed ditches dug for 


Rock is also used for home build- 
ing and this is where the Five Point 
Corporation gets its top soil for their Big 
Cypress landscaping projects. 

“We have taken out millions of 
yards of fill and about 75 percent of it has 
been used in Big Cypress,” said Richard 
Bowers. “They’ve got it at their finger- 
tips.” 

Because of the investment in 
equipment and start up costs the Board is 
dynamite and that’s when they realized not making a lot of profit yet but the rock 

mine has saved the Tribe 
millions of dollars in con- 
struction costs. As the capital 
outlay for assets decreases 
the profits will increase. 

Of the 22 pieces of 
equipment one of the largest 
is a Hitachi Trackhoe that 
can scoop up to seven yards 
of earth in its enormous 
bucket. The earth is funneled 
into a crusher that can pro- 
duce 800 tons of crushed 
rock in one hour. The 
crushed base material is used 
in creating asphalt roads. 

Delivery of rock to 
Big Cypress from Clewiston, 
Fla. would cost the Tribe up 
to $700 or more per load due 
to distance. Therefore the 
Tribal Council purchases 
from the Board of Directors 

in order to save money. 

As any highly 

industrialized business there are many reg- 
ulations regarding the environment and 
ecology that have to be adhered to. The 
operators can only dig down about 20 feet 
before hitting a bright green clay-type sub- 
stance called marl. Below that is the 
aquifer. 

Today, 21 full-time employees run 
an efficient and growing operation. The 
rock mining manager is Richard Bowers 
supervisor is Clyde 

Beckett. Karen Simone and Esther Buster 
run the office while 
there are heavy equip- 
ment operators, pump 



Supervisor Clyde Beckett stands near Rock Pit machinery. 


they were sitting on top of a large vein of 
coral rock so hard and deep that it would 
be very difficult to dig the desired irriga- 
Since the water table is so close to tion ditches. A boring test revealed the 
lands potential as a rock mine. 

“We were at the right place at the 
right time because Big Cypress was really 
growing and the rock, sand and dirt was 
really needed,” said Richard Bowers. 

Representative Paul Bowers, Sr. 
said that he and Richard sought the support and the rock 
of the Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc. to ~ 

get the rock 

mine started and 
funded to pur- 
chase heavy 
equipment and 
pay operators. 

Since then mil- 
lions of tons of 


“The rock mine has saved 


the Tribe millions of dollars 


in construction costs.” 


dirt has been dug and used. 

“It feels good because it helps the 
community and it helps build house pads,” 
said Bowers Sr. 

This valuable earth offers up a 
cache of rock desperately needed for road 
and building construction on the reserva- 
tion. The materials are used on the reserva- 
tion but there are some outside buyers 
including the South Florida Water 
Management District, Weekly Asphalt and 
others. 


The rate sheet 
lists materials available 


per ton. These materials include: rip rap, 
gabion stone, bedding stone, commercial 
#89 stone, commercial #57 stone, commer- 
cial screenings, crushed rock, top soil and 
pond sand. 

A new scale house is being built 
but until then the main office for Big 
Cypress Rock Mining is housed in the 
same building as the Cattle & Ranch 
Headquarters. If anyone wishes to purchase 
any materials they may call the office 7:30 
a.m.-5 p.m. at (863) 983-4141. 
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Jimmy Wayne Holdiness 

Seminole Indian Chickee Builder 
(239) 340-6453 or (239) 248-7196 


Even 
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shut 
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^FOtecLyourself from_ 

making a mistake^ 

Practice these simple phrases! 

“No, you can’t search my car.” 

“No, you can’t search my home.” 
“No, I don’t want to talk with you.” 
“Call my lawyer!” 

Call Guy Seligman 

954 - 760-7600 

24 hours a day 


AUTO ACCIDENT PAIN!!! 
Dr. Rush Can Help You 
Successfully Treat... 

• Neck Pain 

• Lower Back Pain 

• Headaches f 

• Leg & Arm Pain ^ 

• Joint Pain 


Muscle Pain 


We accept your insurance plan, PFO's. 
FOS, Medicare, Auto insurance. 


Let Dr. Rush Help You! 

Dr. Brian C. Rush 
Chiropractic Physician 
10830 Fines Blvd. • Pembroke Pines 
(954) 432 5006 
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Seminole Art - A Ranaissance in the Making 
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Visit our Booth at 
Schemitzun 2006 
August 24-27 


Commissions, Portraits, Table lop, Lift 
Size & Monumental sculptures 
Email tor a quote to 
bradley@bron2ebycooley.com ki 
Phone 850-997-4680 ^ 

www.bfonzebycooley.com ' 


By Elgin Jumper 

Art, according to Merriam- Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary, is 
defined as “the conscious use of skill and creative imagination, especially 
in the production of aesthetic objects,” indicating then objects considered 
beautiful or pleasing in appearance. Art is truth. Art is everywhere. Art is 
in the collective waters, as it were. And “Seminole Art,” particularly, is 
on the rise, a reawakening, a Seminole Renaissance, if you will, is going 
to occur. 

Recently I visited the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum on the Big 
Cypress reservation, off of 1-75 (Alligator Alley) and Snake Road. I must 
say I enjoyed the visit very much! The museum has heart and spirit and 
the staff and curators were kind and courteous throughout, extremely 
helpful. As for the exhibits, there’s a score of life-like mannequins all 
made up to resemble actual tribal members. I found myself scrutinizing 
them to see if they might be breathing or not. (Smile) The wax figures are 
arranged in various activities-economy, family, camp life, ideology, and 
Green Com ceremony-concerning Seminole history and culture and are 
reminiscent of Contemporary Figurative Sculptor Duane Hanson’s life- 
size figures made of polyester resin and fiberglass. There’s a boardwalk 
and a cypress dome and a gift shop as well. The museum offers up an ori- 
entation film, which is a virtual feast for the eyes and ears, a rich store of 
knowledge. 

In the back of the museum, inside near the glass doors and the 
library, hangs a splendid painting by the late Seminole artist, Noah Billie. 
Being somewhat of 
an artist myself, I 
took some extra 
moments to immerse 
myself in the bril- 
liance of this particu- 
lar oil painting: 

Seminole warriors in 
full regalia, hidden 
within a watery land- 
scape... White sol- 
diers, oblivious as to 
the warriors pres- 
ence, march on. It’s 
a rather large paint- 
ing with much detail, 
a great work of art. I 
tried to imagine what 
the artist must’ve 
felt, what his cre- 
ative process 
must’ve been like. 

Needless to say my 
visit to the Ah-Tah- 
Thi-Ki went far in 
giving me more 
insight into the 
appreciation of our 
precious Seminole 
Art. 

Driving 
away, I was filled 
with a deep sense of 
pride, I felt as if a 
great truth had been 
given to me by the 
Maker of Breath. I 
was so moved, I 
should say, that right 
then I decided my 
next essay would be 
on Seminole Art. 

Immediately I set my 
pen to paper and 
tried to get my feel- 
ings down as best I 
could. Art stirs my 
imagination, affects 
my soul, exalts my 
spirit. And Seminole 

art has power, it’s vibrant and rich, it evokes the emotions of the struggle, 
and it reaches back into the past to present a fresh image for the future. It 
is Seminole, and it is extraordinarily creative! 

It is an art that thoroughly illuminates the Seminole, and it is 
quite worthy of its place within the boundless limits of the artistic world. 

Back in June of this year, I made a visit to the Norton Museum 
in West Palm Beach, Fla. I couldn’t believe all the great works of art, the 
works of significant artists like Picasso, Kuhn, Matisse, Pollack, Bohm, 
O’keefe, Saar, to name a few. I saw the works of the Impressionists, the 
Post-Impressionists, Betty Saar, and her African-American experience, 
and the museum’s Renaissance paintings as well as the various galleries 
waiting to be examined and appreciated. Truth be told, I had been deeply 
moved by these exhibitions 
also. Why hadn’t I made 
the trip earlier? I know I 
had spent time in there but 
when I checked my watch 
three hours had elapsed 
and it hadn’t even seemed 
that long. It was a wonder- 
ful visit. 

The museum is 
well-maintained. I could 
ask questions on a particu- 
lar work and feel confident 
with the answers given 
(just as it had been at the 
Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki). The art- 
work is right there before 
you, it confronts you, it 
won’t go away, it draws 
you in, slays you, then 
weeps. I enjoyed the stair- 
way with inspiring quotes 
from illustrious artists and 
the Chihuly Ceiling crafted 
from colored glass (I first 
saw his work a month prior 
at the Tropical Gardens in 
Miami). 

I was amazed at 
how close the artwork is. I 
studied the different tech- 
niques such as the lavish 
brushstrokes of post- 
impressionism, the 
dripped-paint techniques of 
Pollack’s “Night Mist,” the 
vivid colors and the force and the unpredictable abstractions. I took in the 
Chinese art on the second floor and the priceless permanent collection on 
the third floor. 

It was a beautiful way to spend an afternoon. The imagination is 
alive and well. Understanding of art is on the rise, and great art is made 
accessible in West Palm Beach, among other South Florida locales. I for 
one shall find the time. 

The exhibits with photography and quilt- works were awe-inspir- 
ing, to say the least, and the visit was well-worth the drive and the ten- 
dollar price of the ticket. 

But assailing the Norton’s gift shop afterwards, handling posters 
and postcards and such, I started reflecting on the significance of 
Seminole art— yesterday, today, and tomorrow— how it so represents us, our 
most profound thoughts, our deepest feelings, our drama, our laughter, 
our hopes, our prayers, our protests. It is much more than art. It goes past 
understanding. It is alive and quite symbolic of our highs and lows. We 
need more of that. 

I keep the literature I received from the Norton and the Ah-Tah- 
Thi-Ki close to my laptop and replay the memories often. To me, the Ah- 
Tah-Thi-Ki is just as prestigious as the Norton, if not more so, with just 
as important an artistic stature as anyone else, with just as true an artistic 


contribution to offer than anyone else. I look forward 
to the Seminole artists of the future, learning and hon- 
ing their craft, awaiting their opportunity. They wait 
to take the world by storm, and they will echo the 
hopes and dreams of the Seminole Tribe. They’ll cre- 
ate art from their experiences, from their lives. And it 
will certainly have significance. 

I was even inspired to take out my own dust- 
covered drawing pad and canvas panels. I have 
always been an aspiring artist, but scarcely was I ever 
aware of the principles of design, or the concepts of 
balance, symmetry, unity, etc, etc... Yet circumstances 
seemed to be on some divine convergence and I 
thought of creative processes that were vehemently 
inclining towards each other which caused me to pon- 
der a lasting art, an artistic awakening that emphasizes 
the need for artistic freedom-I even considered 
Seminole writers, extolling the virtues of Seminole 
Art in all its magnificence— and so many blank canvas- 
es to fill, so many works of art to produce. The talent 
is there: the ability, the process, and the finished prod- 
uct, transmitting the deepest feelings which in turn 
causes the deepest feelings in others. 

Since boyhood I have appreciated art, I can 
recall owning a 


book on Norman 
Rockwell and his 
famous paintings. I 
remember the painting 
with the kid running 
away from home, and 
the rather large cop 
preparing to guide him back. That one 
sticks in my head for some reason. But 
Native artwork was so foreign to me back 
then, and I’d only heard one side of the 
story. I would educate myself about the 
Indian side later on. I’d heard the story of 
Van Gogh and the ear and the madness, 
but I couldn’t quite see and feel the pas- 
sion behind all that just yet. And it was 
only when the tribal fair came around once 
a year that I got a passing glimpse of 
Native American art. I was in too much of 
a hurry to stop and smell the colorful flow- 
ers by the wayside. 

But I still attempted to draw and 
write. I remember sketching the bands I 
liked and scribbling surrealistic landscapes 
like some would-be Salvador Dali. And in 
my recollections, I can see the mirrored- 
waters in the distance, the cliffs and the 
mists and the dreams. Some of my draw- 
ings were in color, some in black and 
white; I kept them with what passed for 
my schoolwork. Sometimes poetry mani- 
fests itself without words and dreams can 


Painting entitled”Corn Dance” by Seminole artist, Noah Billie. 


Picassos, our O’Keefes, our Matisses, while still retaining our Seminole 
identity and rising always to the zenith! The possibility is very real. But 
you know what, steps need to be taken, and no delay, either, for the time 
is now to get out from behind the comfort zone, the awakening is at hand. 
I myself have vowed not waste any longer the talents God has given me. 

Its been at least three decades since I sketched my first unfin- 
ished Indian with a surreal background. I recall some of those drawings, 
tossed about now in a world of remembrance, how some were scribbled 
on red construction paper. Art has to have its beginnings. I recall other 
works of art, water color studies with still life and action combined. It 
was as though I could see and feel those accidental washes of color, like I 
was standing within the brilliant petals of an O’Keefe painting. But mine 
were more accident than method, and yet they appeared crisp and fresh 
and lively as if they’d been rendered only yesterday. 

Subsequent to the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum visit, I’ve taken my 
art supplies out more frequently, attempting to transform the blank paper 
or canvas panel into an work of art, creativity where once was destruc- 
tion, the yellow sun now shimmering on a canvas once dark and forebod- 
ing. It’s a promising landscape now, steeped in confidence — the Seminole 
experience as 1 see it. 

I’ve lived joys and sorrows, I try to reveal that in my art. Its not 
hard for me to conjure up those images with their smiles and frowns or 
illuminations of success and the dark grays of disaster. I have traversed 
the smooth, flower-scented path and I’ve endured the severe uphill climb 
with no sun, but in spite of those troubles (and not because of them), I 


be the blue color of sadness, but in spite of strive on - The reawakening of my artistic endeavors was the turning of 


Elgin with a portrait of his grandmother late. Tommy Jumper. 


Seminole man steering canoe ii 


that the artist creates, the vision 
bestowed, a once barren life is at once 
restored, if we just take the time ... I think 
back on that world of childhood dreams ... 
when I do it haunts me. You see, it’s those 
very dreams that imbed themselves deep ii 
your heart and no matter what you do to 
try and get away, those 
dreams never let up on you. 

Believe me, I know. 

When I recall my art- 
work back then, it’s usually an 
unfinished piece, but the lack 
of completion can be attributed 
— to inactivity rather than to any 
sound artistic decision. The 

initial spirit was there, but the following through wasn’t, and 
as soon as one idea was started another would take hold, cast 
its spell and work its magic, as if the initial flame had been 
ignited only to be smothered out by the fleeting breeze of yet 
another unfulfilled flame. Had I collected all my unfinished 
work up to that time, I feel I could very well have created a 
crude example of abstract expressionism. (Smile) Fortunately 
for me, those incomplete pieces have been misplaced in the 
inexorable march of time. 

Sometimes I worked with colored pencils and some- 
times charcoal or graphite pencils, and for awhile there I 
worked with acrylic and tempera paints, mixing the different 
mediums. I drew Indians with a western land- 
scape for background, though I’d scarcely 
even been out west. But in that rear-view mir- 
ror, I can see a wayward kid, a boy, knowing 
and yet not knowing anything at all, starting 
but rarely finishing, pen or paint-brush in hand, and yet 
well-acquainted with introspection and solitude. 

While I considered Seminole art, I realized that 
everything I have ever experienced, everything I’ve ever 
read, written, heard or lived through, influences the feel- 
ings I have for art, all art. A coral monument in Pembroke 
Pines, Fla. could be mystically linked to ancient 
Stonehenge across the sea, and on the walls of my imagi- 
nation are the vivid prehistoric cave paintings with colors 
and contour lines and everything! They hold a sacred link 
to Sitting Bull’s drawings of “"Hie Battle of the Little Big 
Horn” and all those blue soldiers falling from the sky. 
Imagine: Sitting Bull knew before the battle was even 
fought that they were going to win. Long after they’re 
gone, the artwork remains — just look at all the great soci- 
eties before us, all 
have vanished, only 
the art remains. 

Prior to 
submitting this 
essay, I spoke with 
Anne McCudden, 
with the AhTah-Thi- 
Ki Museum about 
the upcoming 
Seminole art exhibit 
scheduled for Jan. 1, 

2007, and she was 
brimming with opti- 
misms, adding also 
that the museum has 
had “a good response” so far. She 
was very helpful and answered my 
questions promptly and with much 
interest. Incidentally, all works of 
art must be submitted by August 
15, 2006, so please hurry, finish up 
those pieces and get them in. 

Seminole creativity is as unique as 
the Florida Everglades and the 
promise of greener days can only 
foster a rarely-seen artistic growth, 
a rise in Seminole-oriented works 
of art that truly needs embracing 
and nurturing, Seminoles express- 
ing the Seminole experience as 
standard-bearers for the future. 

Seminole artists will be in vogue 
now. It’s time. I can see a Seminole 
art scene and a flourishing market 
stimulated by hope and the chal- 
lenge and art movements for our 


the tide, the harbinger and catalyst of a new day. I can always rewind 
these films of memory and images, inspired by some great Seminole 
artist— Noah Billie or Jimmie Scott Osceola, among many others— toiling 
on in earnestness and in the ardent search for truth. 

Today I try to make art from what was once turmoil and grief. 
I’m not perfect, I know this, I make mistakes, but I do feel that creativity 
is far better than destruction and that someday, when I’m in a far better 
position, God will restore the happi- 


Had I only felt this strongly 
about literature and art when my 
family was with me, I could’ve fur- 
ther instilled in them the passion for 
enrichment, for empowerment, and 
the need to craft our feelings and 
experiences into art, an art that cre- 
ates beauty, boldly and unafraid, 
honoring and immortalizing the 
Seminoles. Today, my family is sep- 
arated, and yet, still, I must deeply 
consider Seminole Art and refuse to 
go quietly into the night, for I don’t 
live the ruinous life I once lived, nor 
do I feel the sombemess of ravaged 
days. I see now only a future as lim- 
itless as the heavens, I hear only the 
words of God saying, “Now’s the 
time... the long night is over.” 

Good dreams possess 
vibrant wings of potential that soar 

on in bluest skies. I pray they’ll soar 

to the hearts of my children, for their 
art shall be a revolt against their fate, 
their art will remain long after we’re gone. If I were to paint a family por- 
trait now, I’d try to reveal not only the shadows of anguish and despair, 
but the sunlight radiance as well, the happy times, the colors bright and 
cheerful. There were countless times when we were there as well ... 

The canvas on which I paint today is encouraging and the palette 
is varied, well-intentioned. My deep interest in the art of poetry and writ- 
ing endures and gives my life a sense of meaning and purpose. And 
there’s so much hidden talent within the Seminole Tribe, artists signifying 
a virtual treasure-trove of passion. I’ve come to greatly appreciate art, in 
writing and in drawing and painting, in the enduring beauty of life and 
nature, as if guided to it by a sacred light. No, I’m not the same man who 
once took his life for granted, but I am a person now striving to pick him- 
self up off the ground, dust himself off... and perhaps there’s a blessed art 
being created when one makes a change for the better. 


Photo submitted by Elgin 

Apache Chief Geronimo drawing graphit by 
Elgin. 
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Summer Block Party in Immokalee 


By Judy Weeks gives you the power to survive and the ability to stand 

IMMOKALEE — Residents of the strong as the Seminole Nation.” 

Immokalee reservation turned out in full force on July Seminole Police Department Interim Chief 

14 to participate in the Summer Block Party. Charlie Tiger talked about his 33 years in law enforce- 

Festivities were held at the Immokalee Seminole ment. During this time, he had gained experience in 

Youth and Livestock Ranch. Representatives from 12 many fields: patrol, canine, detective, dive team and 
departments had correlat- SWAT as well as administra- 

ed their efforts to make ^ tion. He asked several individ- 

this event an overwhelm- W 1 uals what they aspired to 

ing success. N^Bk J - become upon completing their 

Nutritionist \ education. Among the replies 

Charlotte Porcaro had L * ■ were school teacher, plastic 

accepted the difficult job surgeon, marine biologist and 

of coordinating so many Bf police officers, 

different departments and r Tiger pointed out that 

arranging the schedule. it was very important to set 

“It was truly a jM- , ___ goals, stay in school and work 

group effort and I couldn’t ^Bl -^B hard to achieve your careers, 

have done it without J n ■ ■ ■ for not only your own benefit 

everyone’s cooperation,” ©P, Jr 9 but for the sake of your peo- 

Porcaro said. “Meetings ^B pie. If you make a genuine 

were held, plans made, l 7 fB effort the Seminole Tribe is 

program schedules set up, ^ ^B^B I willing to help you achieve 

and when the big day J Q0Q| ^ H your goals, 

came, everything fell right >!. f IB |H The 2005-2006 Miss 

into place. This is really a UAH jj JPI Florida Seminole Christine 

wonderful, H McCall words and 

group of people and I ^^B IB^^^BB offered inspiration to the 

enjoy working with them.” • |ud y Weeks Tribal youth. 

Even the weather Aliy ah and James Mora show off the prize “You have a responsi- 

cooperated and held off they won in the cake walk game. bility to yourself, your family 

the downpour of rain that and your Tribe,” McCall said. 

takes place each afternoon “I am in my first year of col- 

this time of the year. The clouds didn’t begin to gather lege and hope you will follow my example. Get an 
until the party was drawing to a close. education and return to work for your people. 

Festivities got underway with an opening Who knows them better than you do?” 

Partygoers 

received a ticket to be 
punched as they trav- 
eled from booth to 
booth. When the ticket 
was filled they could 
then return to the sup- 
port table to pick up 
their raffle ticket. Flere 
they were able to make 
a selection from the pile 
of attractively decorated 
black and white t-shirts, 
which had been 
designed to commemo- 
rate the day. Raffles 
were held throughout 
the afternoon and prizes 
included gift certificates 
to Walmart® among 
other favorite hangouts. 

Immokalee 
Education Advisor 
Norita Yzaguirre and Entice 

Intervention Assistant 

Diana Rocha handed out 
educational materials, neck 

straps, book bags, mirrors and 

packets of sunscreen. They 

prayer by Louise Motlow. Emcee Raymond Mora talked about the upcoming school year and offered 

introduced the speakers and laid down the ground assistance wherever needed in tutoring and career 

rules of the afternoon’s activities. selection. 

Mental Health Counselor Basil Phillips gath- Nutritionist Charlotte Porcaro passed out 

ered the young people around him at the amphitheater brochures designed to educate on the very important 
before beginning his opening remarks. In his usual topics of exercise, weight control, proper diet and 
animated, jovial manner, he addressed all ages. He more at the Health department booth. In addition to 

explained the virtue and integrity of our ancestors fresh fruit and nutrition bars, a display of artificial 

which they have handed down through the ages. food demonstrated the food pyramid. 

“As their descendents, the elders have left Misty Hall came from the Clinic to offer 

blood sugar tests and 
distributing coloring 
books and crayons. 

Emergency 
Management offered 
valuable information 
in the event of haz- 
ards, both natural and 
man-made. Fire and 
Rescue officers 
demonstrated the 
proper use of a fire 
extinguisher and set 
up a display of their 
rescue equipment and 
discussed its various 
usage. They were giv- 
ing away coloring 
books, fire hats, outlet 
protectors and smoke 
alarms from their well 
stocked table. 

One of the 
most popular areas 
was the Seminole 
Police Department’s 

Linda Freeman from Family Services managed the booth and handled the raffle. information center, 

where Immokalee 
Officers Laura Herran 

you the clans, blood lines, self-respect and feelings of and Allen Colon greeted everyone on a first name 
responsibility in their wills,” he said. “This is your basis. Immokalee SPD interacted with the community 

legacy and in this you can find pride. This legacy daily on more than just a law enforcement basis and 


Judy We 

SPD Interim Cheif Charlie Tiger talked to the kids about self-respect. 


SPD Lieutenant Powell Morris was good natured enough to take the hot seat at the dunk tank. 

have the confidence of the people. Barbara Aiken had ally subdued it and held its nose under his chin for 

traveled from Big Cypress and as many as six officers over a minute with his arms outstretched. Elders par- 

were working the booth at times during the afternoon, ticipated in story telling and a contest was held for the 

distributing items of interest to both young and old. children to see who could make up the best tale. 

SPD Lieutenant Powell Morris had agreed to Culture and 4-H representatives spent all 

sacrifice himself at the dunk tank and Doug Van morning at the cultural village preparing a traditional 

Orman was cheerfully handing out the balls as the Seminole lunch of fry bread, Indian dogs, rice and 

group took turns knocking him off his perch. gravy and more. The appreciative crowd dove into the 

The Department of Elder Affairs set up a dis- meal with gusto, 
play of vases recently completed by some of the By far the entertainment segment of the after- 

noon proved to be the most popular and the 
audience raved about the performers. Tina 
Turner appeared in the form of Community 
Health Representative Anna Puente with her 
young chorus line, Eliza Mora, Larissa 
DeLaRosa, Juliza Martinez and Ashley Faz. 
To rounds of applause, they performed 
“Rollin’ on the River,” “Cumbia” and a 
Spanish serenade. 

Jamaica came to Immokalee when 
Family Services’ version of Bob Marley hit 
the stage. Basil Phillips did an awesome ren- 
dition of Bob Marley as he danced, strutted 
and displayed his acrobatic ability in full 
costume while being accompanied by 
Beverley Rose and Linda Freeman. Harold 
Baxley and Eric Bricker donned guitars for 
the occasion and Tony Roberts manned the 
drums. The stage came alive as they per- 
formed “The Lord is my Shepherd” and one 
of Bob Marley’s classics. 

Immokalee is very privileged to 
have such a talented, enthusiastic staff in the 
Family Services’ office. They interact well 

• Laura Hrrrau ,r, g h„ hands an, ,„ k e„s ,o Larrlsa DeLaRosa. ^“3^25.3^ 

— Hollywood staff, they are an exceptional 
team. 

Immokalee seniors. Ceramic instructors Zakir Tushka Hill from Broadcasting surprised 

Seymour and Jessica Hubbard talked about the work everyone when he picked up a flute and serenaded the 
being done and technique used in preparing these fine community. He began by relating how an Old 
examples of workmanship. The SPD officers judged Cherokee woman had given him the flute some 10 or 
the entries which included Tribal scenes, multi-colored 12 years ago. He experimented with it and like his 
pottery, pond birds and wildlife. ancestors learned to play the instrument. 

Angie Arreguin and Gale 
Greer spent the afternoon assisting 
seniors and showing snapshots of 
senior events, trips, projects and 
awards collected dining the past 
year. 

The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture sent representatives 
from Plantation, Fla., to help edu- 
cate people on the healthy balance 
between plants and animals. Noah 
Ressa and Tina Bayler set up an 
attractive table with brochures and 
bulletin boards to promote aware- 
ness of the responsibility human 
beings have in safe guarding our 
natural and domestic resources. 

The Immokalee 

Recreation department supplied 
the big tent, tables, chairs, bounce 
houses, music, public address sys- 
tem and organized contests 
throughout the afternoon. Allen 
Mclnturf and Raymond Mora Family Services’ staff’s doing their best Bob Marley impersonation, 

implemented a watermelon eating 
contest, seed spitting contest and 

cake walk. “It has a calming effect and I often retreat 

Immokalee Seminole Youth and Livestock into myself while playing it’s clear resonating notes,” 
Ranch Director Kenny Joe Davis and his assistant he said. “This is a part of our culture and has been 
Gabriel Acosta were in charge of supplying and organ- handed down to us from our forefathers.” 
izing a sheep scramble. The children were divided into At the conclusion of the block party, Norita 

age groups and took turns attempting to gamer the rib- Yzaguirre, Basil Phillips and Raymond Mora gathered 
bon attached to some very large black and white wool- the Immokalee students on the stage and presented 
ly sheep. There were a large number of entries in this each one with a beautiful watch carrying the logo of 
event and squeals of laughter and excitement filled the the Seminole Tribe. Phillips pointed out that with this 
air. watch there would be no reason to be late for school. 

Victor Billie from the Culture department did Time is of the essence in building a well balanced, 
a fine exhibition of alligator wrestling. Working the responsible life and legacy for the future of the 
eight-and-a-half foot reptile with his stick, he eventu- Seminole Tribe. 



The police know your rights - do you? 
Call my office for a free consultation 

Richard Castillo 

954 - 522-3500 

24 HOURS A DAY 

For fifteen years i have protected rights 

LIKE YOURS. MY OFFICE DEFENDS DUI’S, DRUG 
OFFENSES, SUSPENDED LICENSE, DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE, AND ALL FELONIES AND MISDEMEANORS. 

The hiring of an attorney is an important decision that should not be based solely 
upon advertisement. Hicham Castillo wnrtced as a Puhlic Defender in Broward 
County from 1990 1996 and bus boon in private practice for rwie years. 

In I deb he was voted the Thai Attorney of the year He graduated from 
Capital university in 1969 and was admitted tn me Florida Bar in 1990, 

Federal Bar in 1992, and the Federal Trial Bar in 1994 
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Forrest Gump Lives at Hastings and Main 

Book Review of Blood Sports 9 


By Ramona Kiyoshk 

[Editor ’s Note: Ramona Kiyoshk is a free-lance writer 
living in Jupiter, Florida. She is a member of the 
Ojibway First Nation of Walpole Island, Ontario. The 
opinions she expresses are her own. She can be 
reached at ramona2kiyoshk@yahoo.caJ. 


I have been following novelist Eden 
Robinson’s career since 1996, when the First Nations’ 
writer blasted onto the Canadian literary scene with 
“Traplines,” a collection of quirky short stories. At the 
time, I was the book editor for Aboriginal Voices mag- 
azine and was impressed by the impeccable story- 
telling skill and fearless style of the young wordsmith. 

I recall thinking the novice writer had the tal- 
ent to go mainstream crime in the vein of Edna 
Buchanan or take it to the absurd realms of “The 
Twilight Zone.” Her next novel, “Monkey Beach,” 
was no disappointment. I read it a long time ago, but 
scenes and episodes still haunt me. Robinson has a 
knack to reach into the psyche of the reader, and espe- 
cially, as in the case of “Monkey Beach,” if the reader 
is First Nation. 


“Blood Sports” revisits Gen X characters in a 
story from “Traplines” titled “Contact Sports.” I was 
not sure if I liked those cousins— flamboyant outlaw 
Jeremy Rieger or introverted, acquiescent Tom 
Bauer-at the time. Generation gap; perhaps. 

“Blood Sports” is a continuation of their 
story. Set in the grit and poverty of Vancouver’s 
Eastside, the story begins with Tom’s struggle 
to keep his young family together. Tom’s wife 
Paulie is a recovering addict and an ex-girl- 
friend of Jeremy. Tom and Paulie are the new 
parents of a baby, Melody. Jeremy has been in 
prison and is about to be released 

Surviving on minimum wage, caring 
for a bouncy toddler and creating a home 
absorb the young family, who are optimistic 
and cheerful despite the noise, dirt and poverty 
of the city right on the doorstep. They are ten- 
der parents and loving with each other. 

Tom’s mother and Paulie’s parents, 
abusive and neglectful alcoholics, are only inci- 
dental to their plight. These kids have highly 
developed coping skills. You really want Paulie, 
Tom and Mel to succeed, move to the ‘burbs, 
buy a Minivan and live happily ever after. In 
Robinson’s universe, that is out of the question. 
Cousin Jeremy’s twisted world is about to come 
crashing down on their happy little hovel. 

Throughout the years Tom has become 
caught up in Jeremy’s lifestyle of drugs, extor- 
tion, and prostitutes. Because Jeremy had bailed 
Tom and his mother from bill collectors and 
eviction, Tom feels indebted and Jeremy has 
alternately protected his cousin and sadistically 
abused him. Jeremy has a sick, but very power- 
ful hold on Tom. 

Sometimes Tom reminds me of Forrest 
Gump. An old buddy from high school shows 
up out of the blue and wants to pick up where 
they left off years before. He even helps Tom 
paint the apartment. Tom is delighted to have a 
new friend. The buddy, Mike, is really an 
undercover cop. 

When word gets out that Tom has been 
friendly with the police, paranoid elements 
from Jeremy’s past set out to punish him. Tom, 
Paulie and Mel become pawns in a terrifying 
cat-and-mouse game that involves cruelty and 
sadism almost as depraved as that in the “Story 
of O” by French author Pauline Reage. 

Why would anyone read such a book? 
If you love horror, mystery and strong 
storytelling, this book is satisfying. Just when 
you think you have reached your limit and are ready 
to slam it closed for good, Robinson releases the head- 
lock. You can breathe again. Your world is okay. You 
pick up the book again. If you read books to help you 
go to sleep, don’t choose this one. 

You will be up all night and if you do go to 
sleep, it will be with the lights on. 

Hint: Tom is brutally tortured, survives. The 
feral, diabolical goons get theirs and the girls are res- 
cued. Jeremy, not a hair out of place in his designer do 
or a wrinkle in his fashionable tracksuit, looks on. 

Robinson is thinking of making things right 
for Tom and Paulie in her next literary outing. While 
you are at it, Eden, do something about that slime-ball 
Jeremy, too. 



Book Title: Blood Sports 
Written By: Eden Robinson 
Category: Fiction 
Publisher: McClelland & Stewart 

ISBN: 978-0-7710-7604-6 (0-7710-7604-5) 


South Florida's number one country western 
nightclub and restaurant 



The Round Up is South 
number one country western 
nightclub and restaurant 
Wednesday - Sunday 
6 p.m. to 4 a.m., 
tour full-liquor bars sever 
gourmet dinners served all night. 


Dance Lessons 

Wednesday - Advanced t ine Dance, 7:30 pm8:30 pm 
Thursday - Always Two-Step, 8 pm - 9 pm 
Beginners Line Dance Lessons, 7 pm - 8 pm 
Friday - Intermediate Line Dance, 7:30 pm - 8:30 pm 
Saturday - Line Dance Lessons, 7 pm - 8 pm 
Couples Dance lessons, 8 pm - 9 pm 
Sunday - Beginner Line Dance l essons - 7 pm - 9 pm 


With good food, great music, a targe dance floor, the best entertainment, 
the most outrageous drink specials, and rooms packed full of beautiful 
people , a good time is a sure thing at “The World Famous Round Up’ 
The Round Up is located at: 

9020 W. State Road 84 
Davie, Florida 33324. 

(Southwest Comer of 1-595 and Pine Island Road in the Pine Island PFaz 





Criminal Defense 


606 WLS I SUGAHLAND H.WY. 
Ci fwistom, Florida 


The Law Office of 

Joseph “Jody*’ M. Hendry, It 

8 6 3-983-LAW S (5297) 


Your Area's U 1 Gift Basket And 
Floral Connection Since 1993 


♦ 

DUI 

VOP 

Felony & Misdemeanor 
Domestic Violence 
Family Law 
Child Support 
Traffic Tickets 
» 


lORAYsfc 
ILLYWOOD 


Gourmet GifflBasI 
And Goodies 


Gourmet And Specialty Gifts 

GOURMET DELIGHTS... GOURMET RASKFTS AND GtXiDIFS 

FLORAL LXPRLSSIONS FRESH FLOWERS 

INDULGENCE BODY CARE PROOUCT5 

...BABY AND MOM PKOUUCIS 

FLORAl / GOURMFT 

.WFICOMF GIFTS 


YOUR BUSINESS IMAGE. CORPORATE GIFTS 


Local Delivery lo 
Broward & Dade County 
Wire Service. We Ship Anywhere In The USA 
Last Minute Orders. All Major Credit Cards 


954 - 921-6200 
2701 Hollywood Blvd. 
Hollywood, FL 

www.hooraysfromhollywood.com 
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Hectoills abel 
954 ) 593-2586 


Mustang 


Expedition, 


MORE THAN 200 USED CARS IN INVENTORY INCLUDING THE HARD-TO-FIND F350’S! 




Free 27 Pt. Inspection with any service! A $39.95 Value! 

(ask for details) 

• Friendly & Professional service • Weekday & Saturday hours 

• Factory Certified ASE Trained Technicians • Ford Quality Parts 

• 12 month Warranty on all Parts & Labor 4 Courtesy 5huttle Hours 

* Convenient Location 


8655 Pines Blvd. • Pembroke Pines, Florida 33024 

( 954 ) 443-7000 


^WOffL 


i PEMBROKE 


Buy Online At: www.worldfordpines.com! 
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Suited up in protective gear the learners role play life saving techniques. 


Terrorism Training for EMS Personnel 


By Susan Etxebarria 

BIG CYPRESS — The exploits of Agent 
Jack Bauer of the TV series 24 is just a wild fantasy. 
However, the real life effects of bio-terrorism were 
dramatized in two intense days of training for the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida’s first responders. 

Paramedics and Emergency Medical 
Technicians (EMTs), fire fighters and police officers 
were enrolled in a 16 hour class held July 24 and 25 at 
Big Cypress called Emergency Response to Terrorism. 
It was offered by the University of Miami and it is the 


only course in Florida that offers in-depth training on 
how to recognize, evaluate and manage a terrorist inci- 
dent. 

The learners were issued a one inch thick 
textbook and eight instructors grilled them, drilled 
them and gave them plenty of hands-on training. 

Fans of 24 will remember the episode in 
Season 3 where a deadly virus was going to be 
released. In this real life training, the first responders 
learned what really happens in 
a terrorism attack. The have to 
know how to determine if 
people have been exposed to 
such dangerous things as 
chemical agents, nerve agents 
or biological agents; they 
must identify the symptoms 
and the immediate response 
required that can save lives in 
a catastrophic event. 

They studied the 
grisly effects of chemical 
agents including sarin, mus- 
tard, tabun, VX, lewisite, 
hydrogen cyanide, cyanogens 
chloride, phosgene and chlo- 
rine. They also studied the 
affects, symptoms and how to 
respond to a public exposure 
to nerve agents that alter 
nerve action and can cause 
death within minutes. 

The affects of biolog- 
ical agents were also studied. 

Scary things we read about in 
newspapers such as anthrax, 
bubonic plague, ricin, botu- 
lism and smallpox. Most first 
responders have never confronted weapons of mass 
destruction but they have chosen a career that may 
face such dangers in the future in a world without 
peace. 

The first responders studied radiological and 
explosive agents. Explosive and incendiary devices are 
commonly used by terrorists, inflict mass casualties 
and destroy property. Not a day goes by that the use of 
dirty bombs and Improvised Explosive Devices, or 
IEDs, is not reported on television news. 

The instructors left nothing out. Their course 
objective stated that the learners will recognize when 
an incident is terror-related; they will learn to imple- 
ment personal and public protection measures, they 
will leam to perform appropriate decontamination, 
they will leam to implement unified command and 
inter-agency and intra-agency communication systems 
and they will leam when and how to provide appropri- 
ate emergency medical care. 

The first half of the day was indoors with 
interactive lectures and slide shows but the afternoons 
were practice drills outdoors in the heat of the day. 

One drill included learning how to suit up using per- 
sonal protective equipment, or PPE. 

The suits they have allocated to them are 
Level C which allows them to work a disaster scene as 
long as they are outdoors. The suits do not protect 
them indoors in a building that is contaminated. That 
would require Level A suits. 


Just the practice drills alone were exhausting. 

“Its like going jogging with a garbage bag 
on,” said Big Cypress EMT Ryan Gentilcore. “You 
can only do it for about a half hour and then you have 
to rest and re-hydrate.” 

They learned about DECON, or decontamina- 
tion, an important action to take after exposure to a 
dangerous agent. It involves shedding contaminated 
clothing, washing off with warm water and soap. 

This is just a glimpse of the course that has 
many levels of learning. Looking through the manual 
and listening to the lectures, it is 
apparent that paramedics and 
EMTs have to leam much about 
medicine; they have to diagnose 
and treat in absence of doctors. 

It is no accident the course is 
offered by the University of 
Miami’s Miller School of 
Medicine. They do much 
research there in medical educa- 
tion. 

This two day advanced 
level training is usually offered 
at the university or community 
colleges. The instmctor’s cre- 
dentials are exceptional. They 
all have long titles, some are 
professors, but all with experi- 
ence in the field. They were 
Angel A. Brotons, Andrew 
Popick, Kozette Hubbard, Frank 
Dunn, Shawn Treloar, Joe 
Sunday, Hector Fabib Rivera 
and Carlos Guzman. 

Trainees earned credits 
that help them meet their 
requirements for certifications 
and re-certifications in their 
field and each learner had to 
take a final test to get a grade. 

“This type of training 
is absolutely necessary in case 
something goes wrong,” said Seminole Tribe of 
Florida E.M.S. Battalion Commander Stephen Cornell. 

Cornell, who is in charge of training, said 
rural residents may not have many terrorism concerns 
but there is always the possibility of events taking 
place that may not be terrorist related but still have 
some of the same consequences. There can be chemi- 
cal spills from highway accidents or there re dangers 
of explosions from herbicides and pesticides in agri- 


cultural use. But he agreed that the large Tribal casi- 
nos have more potential as targets for terrorism 
because they attract large crowds. 

Cornell said the old stereotype of firefighters 
sitting around the fire house playing cards is not the 
way it is in real life. 

“We are always training,” he said. “We train 
every single solid day on some thing. Mostly we train 
within our own E.M.S. but about every two weeks or 
so we bring in someone from the outside.” 

Cornell said 33 of the 52 participants were 
the Tribe’s employees who attended the training on 
their days off. 

“They could have been at the beach but they 
gave up two days just so they can be better at 
Emergency Management Services for the Tribe,” he 
said. 

Cornell heard about the University of 
Miami’s specialized course and he obtained a grant to 
pay for the class to be conducted at Big Cypress. In 
addition to the paramedics and EMT’s of the Seminole 
Tribe, first responders from all over South Florida 
were invited to attend. Many did, including first 
responders from the Miccosukee Tribe, Collier County 
EMS, Hendry County EMS, Ochopee Fire Rescue, 
South Trail Fire Rescue, Seminole County Fire Rescue 
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McBride takes Home Gold 2006 ATA 
X-Treme Weapons World Championships 

Congratulations to 
Tyler McBride! ! A trip to 
Little Rock, Ark., turned a 
Miccosukee Tribal citizen 
and West Palm Beach, Fla. 
resident into a world cham- 
pion. 

Tyler, son of Faye 
Frank, Miccosukee Tribal 
citizen, and Michael 
McBride, is a second degree 
black belt in the American 
Tae Kwon Do Association. 

He outperformed nine other 
top 10 finalists from 
throughout the world and 
took home the gold in 2006 
ATA X-Treme Weapons at 
the World Championships. 

Suited up in protective gear the learners role play life saving techniques. 




Tyler McBride (left) stands with ten finalists from throughout the world. 


Small Business Development Opportunities 


Become part of Broward County’s Small Business 
Development Program. If you are a Tribal member, own a 
business and want to receive information about contract 
opportunities with Broward County, Broward County 
School District, Broward County Sheriff and Broward 
County Hospital District, call (954) 357-6134. Or log onto 
www.broward.org/smallbusiness. Applications can also be 
obtained by visiting the Small Business Development 
Office located at 115 South Andrews Avenue, Suite A640, 
in downtown Fort Lauderdale. Getting certified with 
Broward County is free and easy. 

***Please note that they are currently accepting applica- 
tions for concession business at the Fort 
Lauderdale/Hollywood International Airport. 


Apply for the South Florida Super Bowl XLI Emerging 
Business Program. Formed as part of a policy of the 
National Football League, this program was designed to 
offer local minority and women owned businesses access 
to Super Bowl XLI procurement opportunities. 

Participation in the program does not guarantee receipt of 
Super Bowl XLI related contracts but does intend to edu- 
cate small business owners about large event procure- 
ment processes, an introduction to potential partners and 
exposure to other procurement opportunities. For further 
information, log onto www.superbowlxli.org or email Leslie 
Nixon at lnixon@superbowlxli.org. 


Participate in Florida Atlantic University’s Small Business 
Development Center program. With nine offices through- 
out the region, free professional expertise is available to 
small business owners and entrepreneurs to help them 
succeed in both the domestic and international market- 
place. One-on-one confidential business consulting by 
trained staff professionals and volunteer business ana- 
lysts is available. For further information, please call 
(954) 592-8292 or log onto www.fausbdc.com. 
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Andy Bowers, Happy Jones and Kay Bowers. 


Happy Jones Celebrates Her 78th 




By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — It was 

Happy Jones’ 78th birthday and she 
asked her pastor, Wonder Johns, to 
give a sermon just before her guests 
ate a fabulous dinner held on the 
lawn of her home on July 14. 

Pastor Johns talked about 
the importance of reading the Bible 
to really understand God and he 
read a scripture from Colossians 
3:20. He said that Happy has been a 
faithful member of Brighton’s First 
Indian Baptist Church. 

“Happy’s been a good wit- 
ness and she understands who He 
is,” he said. “When she comes to 
church she always says ‘God bless- 
es me,’ ” he said. “She always says 
it is He who keeps her going and 
she doesn’t give up; and she keeps 
getting around as long as God 
keeps her going.” 

Johns told the guests that 
this Tribal elder is a strong support- 
er of the mission church at the 

Immokalee reservation. 

“Every Thursday she loads up her wheelchair 
and goes there,” he said. 


Kitty Bates and 


The First Indian Baptist Church at Brighton 
and the Baptist Church at Big Cypress have joined 
forces to help the Tribal citizens at Immokalee build 
their own church building. 

Jones, a member of the Bird Clan, was in 
good spirits on her big day. She was surrounded by her 
family and friends. 

“I woke up today at 6 a.m. and made sofkee,” 
she said. “I guess God doesn’t think I am ready to go 
yet.” 

Everyone settled down under the shade of a 
white tent to heaping plates of food served buffet style. 
J.R. Huff grilled the chicken and steak; Molly Shore 
brought green salad and sweet potatoes, Judy Gopher 
brought potato salad and Lorene Gopher brought fry 
bread. There were many other dishes as well. 

Jones opened her gifts as her lifelong girl- 
friend, Kitty Bates, sat by her side; Jones always tells 


everyone they are “sisters.” Bates recalled their child- 
hood time when their fathers worked cattle, fished and 
hunted together. She said she didn’t speak Creek and 
Jones didn’t speak English but just the same they 
played together and became good friends. 

Bates said as a child Happy was: “just as 
sweet as she is now— but ever once in a while she has a 
devilish streak.” 

“Happy likes to tease,” Bates said with a 

chuckle. 

Bates didn’t see Jones for many years after 
reaching adulthood. Bates got married but her first 
husband would not allow her to go to visit Happy on 
the reservation. Bates said she finally put her foot 
down and went anyway. She told Happy then that “no 
one will ever keep us apart again.” Now Bates is re- 
married to John Bates and they both love Happy, and 
come to visit her whenever they can. 

At the birthday party both Jones and Kitty 



Bates enjoyed recounting their best 
times together. Jones said after her 
mom and dad had moved to 
Brighton, she didn’t see Bates for a 
time. When Happy became an adult 
she went to work for the forestry 
service and worked 30 years until 
her retirement. During this time she 
took night classes and learned to 
read, write and speak English. Bates 
attended Jones’ retirement dinner. 

“Those guys didn’t have 
nothing but praise for Happy,” she 
recalled. 

One guest said she wishes 
everyone to know that Happy Jones 
means a lot to her and what a spe- 
cial person she is. Louise Gopher 
said Jones would often visit her son, 
Patrick Jones, before he died. He 
was in the hospital in a coma. 

“Happy would rub his 
hands, pray with him and sing to 
him,” said Gopher. “Happy told me 
she knew Patrick could hear her.” 
These words and actions greatly 
consoled Gopher. ‘That’s the kind 
of person Happy is,” Gopher said 
with gratitude. 
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Hurricane Protection 


Hurricane Season is Here! 

Secure Your Home and Family 

Featuring the 
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High Velocity area Zone 5 
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Celebrating Cultural Diversity and Practicing Team Building 

Tribal Citizens Attend Annual Youth Conference 


Youth Conference Creative 
Writing Contest Winners 

As I was there it was so much fun. 

As I walked there it was a stun. 

It was so cool and so great, 

Even as we went through the gate. 

I met so many people, let my mind explore. 

It was so awesome of days I wished we could stay more. 

To all of the people I have met, I say good bye. 

And as I leave I give a big sigh. 

— Rayel Billie 


W hen I first thought of coming to the youth conference I imag- 
ined coming here and sitting in a class for hours while listen- 
ing to a teacher lecture, but I later found out it’s so much more. 

This conference allowed me to meet different natives from 
everywhere. Not only have I seen the Seminole culture, I’ve also 
gotten the chance to see other tribes like the traditional dancers. 

The classes have been an amazing experience. I feel that the classes 
have made me realize the really important factors such as drug use, 
personal hygiene and teamwork. 

One of the classes was teambuilding with the Boys & Girls 
Club. It was so unbelievable. There were so many activities for the 
whole class. I’m the quiet one. But the classes brought me out of 
my shell. I was becoming a leader in some of the activities and giv- 
ing my advice. Working with many people with different opinions 
was interesting. The whole experience has left me with many mem- 
ories and facts to pass on. 

— Summer Billie 





By Robert C. North Sr. Reservation of South Dakota, Pueblos of New Mexico 

ORLANDO, FL — RC North Jr., designated and Miss New Mexico USA, Onawa Lacy (Navajo), 
emcee of the 2006 Hollywood Seminole Youth Chairman Cypress stressed the importance of 

Conference, led the group in an opening prayer. He visiting with other Indian Nations and sharing cultural 
then introduced youth conference participants as they similarities and differences. President Moses Osceola 
entered the ballroom at the Royal Pacific Hotel in welcomed Seminole youth, parents, grandparents, and 


Orlando, Fla. during a “mini 
grand entry.” This entry was 
done at the suggestion of the 
Pine Ridge Sioux partici- 
pants from South Dakota. 

Chairman Mitchell 
Cypress led the procession 
of youth from the SueAnne 
BigCrow Boys & Girls Club 
in Pine Ridge, S.D., who 
were dressed in their full 
dance regalia. Bobby Henry, 
a Tribal elder and medicine 
man, also helped lead the 
procession dressed in full 
Seminole regalia. Charles 
Billie Hiers was more than 
happy to help lead the pro- 
cession as well, representing 
the Seminole Veterans. 

Cypress then offi- Jewel Alice Frank attends her first conference, 
cially welcomed all of the 
participants to the Sixth 
Annual Seminole 
Hollywood Youth 
Conference. This was the 
opening scene of what was 
billed as the biggest 
Hollywood Seminole Youth 
Conference yet, with the 
approximately 327 regis- 
tered participants and visit- 
ing presenters from New 
Mexico and South Dakota. 

This year’s youth confer- 
ence was sponsored by 
Hollywood Council 
Representative Max Osceola 
and the Boys & Girls Club 
of the Seminole Tribe of 

Florida. Virginia Mitel 

The youth confer- Leanne and Destiny Diaz, 
ence planning committee 
and support staff consisted 

of departments and programs from Family Services, 

Health/ Allied Health, Seminole Police Department, 

Seminole Broadcasting, Seminole Preschool and 
Hollywood Board Representative Gloria Wilson. 

This year’s theme was “Inter-Tribal Cultural 
Exchange and Team Building.” This explains why 
there was representation from the Pine Ridge Indian 


visitors to the conference 
and further stressed the 
importance of cultural 
diversity. 

Seminole Tribal 
Health Nutritionist Doris 
Mir was pleasantly sur- 
prised with Miss New 
Mexico, USA’s keynote 
address which stressed to 
youth the importance of 
good health early in life. 

“She went over 
all of the important points 
of a healthy lifestyle,” she 
said. “Smaller portions of 
food during meals, regular 
exercise. . . setting positive 
realistic goals . . . Her mes- 
sage was very good for the 
younger audience.” 

Hollywood 
Language and Culture 
Coordinator and Chief 
Professional Officer of the 
Boys & Girls Club of the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida 
Jo Motlow North has 
served as the youth confer- 
ence coordinator for the 
past six years. She 
explained that the core 
curriculum of the confer- 
ence was a continuation of 
classes that were executed 
during the 2005-2006 
after-school activities. 

“The 2006 youth 
conference is the coming 
together of Tribal depart- 
ments and programs with 
youth initiatives which co- 
sponsored classes and 
activities at the Boys and 


Photos Provided by Tommy Doud and Robert No 

It took teamwork to pass through the yarn web without touching. 


Girls Club throughout the school year,” she said. 
“After a year of trying out different things we know 
pretty much what will work with the participating 
youth. . . we want the material to be educational but 
relevant to the youth we are serving. For example, the 
Boys & Girls Club youth conference class required 
participants to use team work to send their teammates 
through a web made of yam and PVC 
pipe without touching anything.” 

“The activity looked simple, 
but it required team planning before 
executing,” she added. “Our [Youth 
Conference] Culture Class was con- 
stantly busy with parents, grandparents 
and youth involved in woodcarving, 
basket making, beadwork, doll-making 
or sewing. It was hard to shut the class 
down each night. But it was all good 
. . .everyone was working together.” 

Cornelia Osceola said the fol- 
lowing about the culture classes: 
“There’s been a big interest in basket 
making by more of the younger girls. 
More people are becoming aware of 
why the cost of the baskets is so high, 
due to the effort it takes to make one.” 

The core classes offered at 
the youth conference were as follows: 

Boys & Girls Club - Team 
building: The staff of the Boys & Girls 



Photos Provided by Tommy Doud and Robert North 

Youth conference attendees stop for a moment to gather for a photograph. 




Club presented various interactive exercises to 
promote team work and team building. 

Health - By providing the youth with a 
modified game of jeopardy called “Make the 
healthy choice jeopardy,” learning about nutrition, 
exercise and hygiene, fim and memorable. 

Seminole Police Dept. /Family Services - 
Classes involving what to do when confronted by 
drngs and strangers and chug education. 

Family Services — Full Sail Film and 
Broadcasting Technical College Field Trip. 

“Legends” workshop - Emergence 
Productions of New Mexico presented exercises 
exemplifying working together as a family, com- 
munity, and tribe and learning to interact with the 
“outside” world. 

Youth Showcase I - Highlighting youth 
that practiced a song for on-stage performances 

Youth Showcase II - Creative Writing, 
reporting out the highlights of the drug education 
class, and group song. 

Lakota Sioux Youth of Pine Ridge, South 
Dakota - Traditional song and dance demonstra- 
tions. 

Interactive Booklet 
- Questions and answers on 
the history of the State of 
Florida, creative writing and 
other critical thinking writ- 
ten exercises. 

At the closing of 
the 2006 Hollywood 
Seminole Youth Conference 
President Moses Osceola 
applauded all of the fami- 
lies that participated and the 
staff that put the conference 
together. Osceola paid par- 
ticular attention to the cul- 
tural activities. 

“It is good to see 
young people interested in 
the traditional arts and 
crafts of the Seminole Tribe 
of Florida,” he said. 

“Because these crafts are 
becoming harder to find, the 
price has gone up signifi- 
cantly. . .a Seminole Tribal 
member could make a good 
living from making and 
selling our traditional crafts. 

Keep up the good work!” Littles ones enjoyed themselves playing will the big kids learned. 
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Tampa Incentive Awards 2006 


Stephen Galla 

Silver medalist of the 13, 14 year old boy’s baskettball team Josie Balentine (grey 
shirt) poses (L,R) with Dwayne Schintzius, and Representatives Bowers and Jones. 


Chris Jenkins 

Tampa Liason, Richard Henry with friend and guest speaker Dwayne 
Schintzius. 


By Chris Jenkins 

TAMPA — On My 
21, some of the best and 
brightest among the Seminole 
Tribe were honored and 
reminded of the importance 
of education as the Education 
and Incentive Awards were 
held at the Hard Rock Hotel 
& Casino. 

Medicine man 

Bobby Henry opened the cer- 
emony with an invocation. A 
dinner followed and a few 
encouraging words from 
guest speaker and former 
NBA player Dwayne 
Schintzius. In addition, sever- 
al gifts were presented on 
behalf of the tribe including 
certificates of achievement, 
trophies, hats, T, shirts, jack- 
ets and more. 

Tampa Liaison 
Richard Henry, Brighton 
Council Representative 
Andrew Bowers Jr. and 
Brighton Board 
Representative Johnnie Jones 
all attended. The three con- 
graMated the students on 
behalf of the entire Tribal 
Council and Board of 
Directors. 

Aaron Frank, 22, 
who was a double medal win- 
ner for Tae Kwon Do in the 
North American Indigenous 
Games was acknowledged for 
his accomplishments. He has 
been involved with the awards 
program since the age of 1 1 . 
He explained that it all feels 
good and that such an honor 
gives him a reason to keep 
striving. 

“It all keeps me 
doing my best and my dad 
pushes me to keep training,” 
Frank said. 

Schintzius called the 
awards a positive motivator. 

“I wish I would have 
had role models in the com- 
munity to come and talk to me 
about staying in school and 
trying to do as well as I could 
in school,” he said. “I’m just 


trying to give back, 
and I love working 
with kids. We’re all 
winners, and we need 
positive people in our 
lives to convey that to 
everybody.” 

Maintaining 
feelings of pride and 
accomplishment are 
essential for the hon- 
orees according to 
Liaison Richard Henry. 

“We show 

them that we do care,” 
he said. “As I was 
growing up we didn’t 
have any incentive to 
keep us motivated, so 
we did the bare mini- 
mum, and just got 
through it, but these 
kids have got an 
opportunity today 
where they’re actually 
getting paid to make 
good grades. We’re 
trying to make it more 


Representatives Jones, Bowers and Liason Henry unveil a fun motivational slogan for the kids. 


Stephen Galla 

Paul Bowers Jr. Congratulates student Kyle 
Henry. 


Stephen Galla 

Brighton Representative, Johnny Jones congratu- 
lates the award winners. 


Chris Jenkins 

Kevin Frank proudly poses with his awards from the 
evening. j t- ** ®- T 


interesting to 
keep them moti- 
vated.” 

Henry 

has been involved 
since the begin- 
ning with the 
awards and spoke 
of the importance 
of staying in 
school as the 
main lesson 
behind the annual 
event. “We have 
such a high drop 
out rate in the 
tribe and this 
incentive program 
is something to 
help keep them 
going, because 
they are our 
future leaders,” 
he said. 


Summer Carrol receives a certificate and congratulations from Brighton 
Representative Johnny Jones. 


Incentive Sports 
Award Recipients 

The youth and adults receiving incen- 
tive sports awards were: Josie Balentine, basket- 
ball, Anazette Billie-Saxton, cheerleading, 
Phaydra Clark, basketball, Joel Foret, football, 
soccer, volleyball, Mason Foret T-ball, Nick 
Frank, karate, Caitlyn Garcia, piano and show 
choir music, Cavan Guzman, karate, Andrew 
Henry, basketball, football, gymnastics, softball, 
Dante Henry, gymnastics, Kyle Henry, hunting 
and rifle shooting, Ohana Henry, cheerleading 
and gymnastics, Reese Henry, basketball, foot- 
ball, softball, Tommie Lee Jackson Jr., baseball, 
basketball, Tyrek LaSane, flag football, Tae 
Kwon Do, Jessica Motlow, gymnastics, Justin 
Motlow, baseball, bowling, football, soccer, 

Jacob Santiago, baseball, Jeremiah Santiago, 
baseball, football, Clayton Simmons, wrestling, 
Jacob Smith, basketball, soccer, Nicholas Smith, 
basketball, soccer, Summer Kay Smith, basket- 
ball, soccer, Stacy Smith, girl’s football, Brenna 
Walton, bowling, co-ed football, soccer. 

The youth receiving academic incen- 
tive awards include: Josie Balentine, GPA 

3.0- 3.75, Brannon Billie, GPA 

3.0- 3.75/advanced class, Anissa Billie-Saxton, 
attendance, Anazette Billie-Saxton, GPA 

3.0- 3.75/attendance, Sumer Carroll, GPA 

3.0- 3.75/advance class, Christina Clark, GPA 

3.76- 3.99, Phaydra Clark, GPA 3.76-3.99/honor 
class/attendance, Carrisa Colon, GPA 3.0-3.75, 
Miguel Dillon, kindergarten, Ricky Dillon, GPA 

3.0- 3.75, Mason Foret, GPA 3.76-3.99, Peter 
Foret, GPA 3.76-3.99/attendance, Tiffany Foret, 
advanced class, Nick Frank, GPA 

3.0- 3.75/attendance, Kevin Frank, GPA high 
school graduate/ GPA 3.0-3.75, Christopher 
Garcia, GPA 4.0/advanced class/ awards & cer- 
tificates, Caitlyn Garcia, GPA 3.0-3.75/ atten- 
dance, Andrew Henry, GPA 3.0-3.75/atten- 
dance, Dakota Henry, GPA 3.0-3.75/attendance, 
Dylanie Henry, advanced class/ attendance, 

Ohana Henry, GPA 3.76-3.99/attendance, Kyle 
Henry, GPA 3.0-3.75/ advanced class/honors 
class, Kaylin Henry, high school graduate/GPA 

3.0- 3.75, Justin Motlow, GPA 3.76-3.99, 

Jessica Motlow, GPA 4.0/attendance, Preston 
Osceola, awards and certificates, Ashley 
Santiago, GPA 3.0— 3.75/honors class/ atten- 
dance/ awards, Jacob Santiago, GPA 3.0-3.75, 
Jeremiah Santiago, GPA 3.76-3.99, Clayton 
Simmons, honors class/awards & certificates, 
Ethan Smith, GPA 3.0-3.75, Jacob Smith, GPA 

3.76- 3.99/attendance, Joshua Smith, GED cer- 
tificate, Nicholas Smith, GPA 3.76-3.99/atten- 
dance, Stacy Smith, GPA 3.0-3.75, Summer 
Smith, GPA 3.0-3.75/attendance, Taryn Storm, 
GPA 3.76-3.99, Trystyn Storm, GPA 3.76-3.99, 
Danelle Thomas, GPA 3.0-3.75, Ruby Thomas, 
kindergarten, Ryanna Thomas, GPA 3.0-3.75, 
Issac Urbina, kindergarten, Melody Urbina, 

GPA 4.0, Jamie Walkingstick, GPA 3.76-3.99, 
Kanika Walkingstick, GPA 3.76-3.99, Brenna 
Walton, GPA 3.76-3.99. 


Osceola Receives High School Diploma 

By Emma Brown 

BRIGHTON — 

CongraMations to Nicki Osceola 
of the Brighton reservation who 
received her high school diploma 
in the spring of 2006. Nicki is 
the daughter of Larry and Joanne 
Osceola of the Brighton reserva- 
tion. 

She left school during 
her senior year only a few credits 
away from graduating. Director 
of Education Louise Gopher 
would encourage Nicki each time 
she saw her to pursue her GED. 

Nicki took time this year to 
attend classes in Okeechobee, 

Fla. to complete the credits she 
lacked and earned her high 
school diploma. Gopher congrat- 
ulated her at the Brighton sum- 
mer school celebration and said 
she can finally leave her alone 

Nicki proved that hav- 
ing children and a family doesn’t 
mean that achieving your educa- 
tional goals is no longer possible. 

She has opened the door for her- 
self now to achieve bigger and 
better things through higher edu- 
cation if she chooses. 



Proud grad Nicki Osceola 



Our optical center offers a wide variety of 
the latest in designer eyeglasses at 
competitive prices. Choose from such 
names as Versace, Prada, Cazat, Caviar, 
Christian Dior, Nine West, Liz Claiborne, 
Ralph Lauren, Jones New York & many 
more. Stop in and let us share our 
experience and expertise in helping you 
find the style that's right for you. 




Dr. Norman accepts most vision 
insurance plans, including 
Medicare, Medicaid, Spectra & 
Seminole Tribe of Florida 


MMm 


timmmtin 


4671 South University 
Davie, FL 33328 
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Native Youth Writing Competition 2006 

Co-Sponsored By Native Women in Agriculture 


Submitted by Polly Hayes 

The 2006 Native Youth Writing 
Competition’s paper topic is “My Family’s Land in 
Agriculture.” To help you in thinking about this 
topic, here are some ideas: 

Write about your own family’s land histo- 
ry... where is your family’s land? What sort of status 
is it? Is it leased out to someone? Is it leased out by 
your Tribe? Is your family working that land in agri- 
culture? What is your family doing with their land in 
agriculture? What do you grow? 

What is your family’s land history? If your 
family doesn’t own agriculture land or farm, what 
happened to that land? Was it sold to someone in the 
Tribe? Was it sold outside the Tribe? When did that 
happen? What were the circumstances around that 
happening? 

If your land is no longer in your family’s 
hands or in agriculture that you know of, where was 
that land? Could you find it on a map? What year 
did the land leave your family? What is going on 
with that land right now? 

If your land, your family’s land, or your 
Tribe’s lands or not in Tribal control right now, why 
did that happen? When did it happen? 

Does your Tribe have a plan for identifying 


and planning what happens on Tribal land? What is 
that plan? 

We are looking for papers that provide a 
history of your own family’s land. We are also look- 
ing for papers that describe what happened when 
your family’s land went outside your family’s con- 
trol, if that is the case. 

Here are some people to talk with in 
researching your paper topic: your family-your par- 
ents, your grandparents, your great- 
grandparents— elders in your Tribe, Tribal govern- 
ment employees or leaders who know something 
about land. These people might be: members of the 
Tribal Council, elected leaders of your Tribe, realty, 
environmental, natural resource, lands and leasing or 
other employees who have responsibility for land 

Also, be sure and visit the Indian Land 
Tenure Foundation website at www.indian- 
landtenure.org. They have lots of great resources that 
will help you and your family leam more about 
Indian land and Indian land tenure problems and 
what can be done to address these problems. 

Don’t forget to follow the guidelines for 
paper size, font size when typing, citation of sources, 
etc. that are on the flyer announcing the topic. Good 
luck! 


Wanted: Seminole Youth Writers 


By Susan Etxberria 

BRIGHTON — Polly Hayes Osceola has 
put out a call. She wants all Seminole Tribe of 
Florida youth, boys and girls, who will be entering 
grades nine through 12 this fall, as well as 2006 high 
school graduates, to enter the 2006 Native Youth 
Writing Competition. The subject of the essay is 
“My Family’s Land in Agriculture.” 

The competition is co-sponsored by Native 
Women in Agriculture (NWIA), the Indian Land 
Tenure Foundation and the Intertribal Agriculture 
Council. 

Hayes is a board member of NWIA and is 
the 4-H Director for the Seminole Tribe of Florida, 
Inc. 

“The Seminoles have a rich history in cattle 
and agriculture from our forefathers,” she said. “We 
would like to see a Seminole student represent the 
Tribe in this competition.” 

She said there a number of historical 
resources available in the Tribe’s libraries and muse- 
ums that the writer can use to help create a good 
essay. 

Urban and rural Seminole youth can enter 
and they do not have to be members of 4-H. They 
should have family that has been involved in ranch- 
ing or farming as a way of life. 

“They can spend a little time talking to their 
fathers and grandfathers to get a little history,” said 
Hayes. 

The essay must be three to six typed pages, 
double spaced, one inch margins and 12 point font. 


For a little work there are big rewards. But 
it takes commitment. 

The five finalists are announced at the 
October 2006 Intertribal Agricultural Council and 
Indian Nations Conservation Alliance annual meet- 
ing in Las Vegas, Nev. on Dec. 4-8. The finalists also 
serve as ambassadors in 2006 and 2007. As an 
ambassador they will have opportunities to travel, 
said Hayes. They are awarded other prizes as well. 

The essays are judged on creativity, quality 
of sources, grammar, spelling, punctuation, organiza- 
tion, length of entry, documentation of sources— the 
essayist must interview or quote three to five 
source— and how well the information relates to the 
topic. 

All entries must be accompanied by a sepa- 
rate sheet containing the student’s name, address, 
telephone, e-mail, if available, school attending, and 
Tribal affiliation. All writers entering the contest 
must be a member of a federally recognized Tribe. 

Hayes said that any student that wants guid- 
ance on this project, or just wants to talk it over, can 
contact her or Michael Bond, the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida extension agent. They will be happy to help 
with guidance on the paper topic or answer any 
questions. Hayes or Bond can be reached at the 
Cattle & Land Headquarters at Brighton at (863) 
763-5020. 

All entries should be sent by Sept. 1 5 to 
Native Women In Agriculture, C/O Polly Hayes, 
Cattle & Land Operations, Rt. 6, Box 767, 
Okeechobee, Fla. 34974. 



The Seminole Tribe of Florida is hiring 


Cultural Language 
Instructors 


Do you want to pass on your 
language and culture to the 
next generation? 

We need you! 

Apply now and help to preserve your culture. 


Application forms are available at Reservation offices 
or at www . sem inoletri be.com . Drop off applications 
at Reservation offices or fax to 954-967-3477 or 
leave at 




it U< 


Great News For All Triral 
Memrers and Employees: 


save: 
up to 


’ 12.000 


%APR ON 
FINANCING ALL 




GM 

BRANDS! 


Hd Morse Saw-grass Auto Mall is now offering all Seminole 
tribal members and employees really great deals! That’s right, 
all tribe members and employees, including everyone wbo 


works at the Seminole Hard Rock Casino, can now- get huge 
savings and all financing incentives for which they qualify on 
five GM brands of new vehicles and over 1 SO used vehicles. 


YOUR Q HEADQUARTERS 



CHEVROLET (*?, V PONTIAC (f§3) BUICK GMI 


THE NEW 2006 MODELS ARE HERE - HURRY FOR BIG SAVINGS! 





AUTO MALL 

CHEVROLET • CADILLAC 
PONTIAC • BUICK • GMC 


'On select maifik **0n select mnrlefc with nppmved cceriit- Prices & terms subject to dumps wethnirt notice. 


14401 W. Sunrise Blvd., Sunrise 

On Sunrise Blvd. just east of Sawgrass Expwy. 

PLEASE CALL TOLL-FREE 

1 - 888 - 800-8048 

SALES HOURS: Mon-Fri 9om-9pm, 

Sat 9am-6pm, Sun 12*6pm 

SERVICE HOURS: For value 

Mon-Fri 7am-6pm, Sat 7am-3pm and service it's 

Ed Morse, of course! 
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EMAHAKV VPELOFV Open 
House Celebration in Brighton 




By Emma Brown 

BRIGHTON — The Cultural Education 
department in Brighton offered their two week sum- 
mer program again this year for students of the first 
through sixth grader Brighton students. The program 
ran dining the weeks of July 10-21 from 8—1 1 :30 
a.m. 

This year was the second year that the pro- 
gram offered shorter days only having four classes 
during the morning. The students and staff seemed to 
be adjusting to this new schedule and enjoying it 
because it offers students with a free afternoon to 
enjoy the rest of their summer. 

Each year summers seem to get shorter and 
much busier for students and it is extremely important 
not to “bum” students out when it comes to their edu- 
cation. It is also important to offer the teachers a 
break as well. 


Lewis Gopher Jr wears the shirt with his drawing. 


Diamond Shore shows off her pillow. 


During the first few days summer school all 
of the students participated in an art contest during arts 
and crafts. It was not just any contest though; the art 
work designed by each student was to be specifically 
centered on Seminole culture. The students were told 
that the two best designs would be used to design the 
T-shirts for the program that would be given out at the 
final celebration. 

This year’s winners of the con- 
test were Lewis Gopher Jr. and Kirsten 
Doney. They created two very beautiful 
artistic designs that depicted the 
Seminole way of life. 

On July 21 family, friends and 
the citizens of the Brighton community 
were invited to an open house celebra- 
tion hosted by the staff and students of 
the summer program at the Education 
department. The open house provided an 
opportunity for visitors to visit the vari- 
ous classes offered and to talk with 
teachers about the different subjects that 
the students studied for the two weeks. 

The teachers also had all of the 
student’s arts and crafts and other work 
on display. There were patchwork T- 
shirts and beautiful patchwork pillows 
made by each student. 

During the celebration program, 
Brighton Council Representative Andrew 
Bowers and Brighton Board 


They teach at the Pull-Out 
Program all year and graciously give up 
between three and four weeks of their 
summer planning and teaching at the 
summer program. The staff works very 
hard to create a program that is full of 
fun while learning at the same time. 

There were four classes this 
year including arts and crafts, Creek 
reading and writing, English reading and 
math. Each class was taught by a head 
teacher and assisted by either assistant 
teachers or junior teachers. The junior 
teachers were Brighton high school or 
middles school students. 

Each year the program offers 
students this age with an opportunity at 
exploring the field of teaching, not only 
in the English language, but mostly in 
their native language. 


Emma Brown 

Parent Farrah Jones takes a look at designs made by her children. 




Emma Brown 

Ruben Burgess with math teacher Mary Johns. 


Representative Johnnie Jones spoke about the impor- 
tance of listening, watching and learning from their 
teachers and elders. Each one in their own words stat- 
ed the fact that the culture and history of the Seminole 
people is sacred and should be valued as such. 

Director of Education Louise Gopher 
explained to the audience that the summer program 
was initially started more than 10 years ago for stu- 
dents who were struggling in school. It became so 
popular that eventually all students were invited to be 
a part of the enrichment program. 

Once the introductions were over students led 
everyone in the Creek blessing and a wonderful lunch 
provided by Lewis and Tonya Gopher was served. 

This year’s program was another great stride made by 
the Cultural Education department, which proves their 
daily perseverance at preserving the Seminole culture. 

Those with any questions about this program 
or the Pull-Out Program may contact the Brighton 
Culture department at (863) 763-7501. 




Ryan Osceola, Melanie Jones, Jewel Buck, Ravenne Osceola, Sheila Jones. 


Yearling Middle School End of the 


Year Sports Banquet 


By Brande Clay 

OKEECHOBEE, FL — Coaches, students 
and parents gathered in the gymnasium for the end of 
the year sports awards. The coaches gave out awards 
to the students who were involved in school athletics 
this past school year. All of the coaches had a few 
words to say about all these and their great potential. 

Ryan Osceola, 14, received the basketball 
varsity award and a special trophy. Ryan’s parents are 
Stacy Jones and Mitch Osceola. 

Melanie Jones, 14, also received the varsity 


basketball award and a special trophy. Melanie’s par- 
ents are Jennifer Osceola and Danny Jones. 

Jewel Buck, 14, received the varsity basket- 
ball award. Her parents are Emma Jane and Jessie 
Urbina. 

Ravenne Osceola, 13, was also awarded the 
varsity basketball award. Her parents are Brande’ Clay 
and Milo Osceola. 

Sheila Jones, 12, received the junior varsity 
volleyball award. Her parents are Jennifer Osceola 
and Danny Jones. 


Indian £.hild ^V<dfar< 
raining; Institute 


^ VV° r kshop T” namings per Institute 


September 6-8, 2006 

Child Welfare Policy 
Customary Adoption 
Child Welfare Supervision 

Portland, Oregon 




October 23-25, 2006 

ICWA, Advanced 

January 30, 2007- Meth in Tribal Child Welfare 

February 1, 2007 Reconciliation in Child Welfare 
ICWA. Basic Portland, Oregon 

Native Fatherhood 
Positive Indian Parenting 
Phoenix, Arizona 

Contact |shi 

?0>ZZ2-'IOM or E_-mail isla@nicwa.org 


^ or more information, visit www.nicwa.org/serviccs 



The Okalee Indian Village is 
looking for Culture Exhibitors 



We are seeking Seminole Tribal members 
and Native Americans to share Seminole 
Heritage, History, and Culture with 
individuals or groups of visitors to the Village. 


*BeadWork * Wood Carving 

* Patchwork *Doll Making 

* Baskets * Fry Bread 

* Pumpkin Bread and other foods 

Please fill out applications at any of the Reservation 
offices and fax to Hollywood: 954-967-3477 


Applications are available at Reservation offices or at 
www.seminoletribe.com . 
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The Healthy Senior 


By Fred Cicetti 

[Editor ’s Note: Fred Cietti is a syndicated columnist 
who writes about issues concerning senior citizens ' 
health. The opinions he expressed are his own. If 
you would like to ask a question, please write fred- 
cicetti@gmail.com. All Rights Reserved © 2006 by 
Fred Cicetti.] 

Q: I’m pretty sure I have arthritis in my 
knee. Is there any danger this will spread? 

A: First, anyone who thinks they may have 
arthritis should see a doctor. Self-diagnosis is haz- 
ardous to your health. Now for some information 
about arthritis all seniors should know. 

Arthritis 

This comes in different forms, but is basi- 
cally inflammation of the joints. Osteoarthritis, 
rheumatoid arthritis and gout are the three most 
common forms of arthritis among seniors. 
Osteoarthritis is the most prevalent. None of these 
types are contagious. 

Osteoarthritis 

You get osteoarthritis when cartilage, the 
cushioning tissue within the joints, wears down. 

This produces stiffness and pain. The disease affects 
both men and women. By age 65, more than 50 per- 
cent of us have osteoarthritis in at least one joint. 

You can get osteoarthritis in any joint, but 
it usually strikes those that support weight. 

Common signs of osteoarthritis include joint pain, 
swelling, and tenderness. However, only one-third 
of people whose x-rays show osteoarthritis report 
any symptoms. 

Treatments for osteoarthritis include exer- 
cise, joint care, dieting, medicines and surgery. For 
pain relief, doctors usually start with acetamino- 
phen, the medicine in Tylenol, because the side 
effects are minimal. If acetaminophen does not 
relieve pain, then non-steroidal anti-inflammatory 
drugs such as ibuprofen and naproxen may be used. 

The dietary supplements glucosamine and 
chondroitin sulfate are used by many who say the 


supplements car 
relieve the symptoms of 
osteoarthritis. 

Rheumatoid Arthritis 

Rheumatoid arthritis, which is character- 
ized by inflammation of the joint lining, is very dif- 
ferent from osteoarthritis. It occurs when the 
immune system turns against the body. It not only 
affects the joints, but may also attack other parts of 
the body such as the lungs and eyes. People with 
rheumatoid arthritis may feel sick. 

There’s symmetry to rheumatoid arthritis. 
For example, if the right knee is affected, it’s likely 
the left knee will suffer, too. Women are much more 
likely than men to get rheumatoid arthritis. 

Treatments for rheumatoid arthritis include 
exercise, medication and surgery. Reducing stress is 
important. 

Some drugs for rheumatoid arthritis relieve 
pain. Some reduce inflammation. Then there are the 
DMARDs, or disease-modifying anti-rheumatic 
drugs, which can often slow the disease. New types 
of drugs called biological response modifiers also 
can help reduce joint damage. 

Gout 

Gout usually attacks at night. Stress, alco- 
hol, drugs or an illness can trigger gout. It’s caused 
by a build-up of crystals of uric acid in a joint. Uric 
acid is in all human tissue and is found in foods. 

Often, gout affects joints in the lower part 
of the body such as the ankles, heels, knees, and 
especially the big toes. The disease is more common 
in men. Early attacks usually subside within 3 to 10 
days, even without treatment, and the next attack 
may not occur for months or even years. 

Most people with gout are able to control 
their symptoms with treatment. The most common 
treatments are high doses of oral non-steroidal anti- 
inflammatory drugs, or corticosteroids, which are 
taken by mouth or injected into the affected joint. 
Patients often begin to improve within a few hours 
of treatment. 


Ask The Counselor 


Dear Counselor, 

Your advice always seems to help people 
who are in need of help. I hope you can help me. 

I am a 26-year-old single male who works as 
a clerk in an accounting firm. I meet a 22-year-old 
lady at work who I have been dating for the past six 
months. Everything about her is 
perfect except for the fact that she 
smokes constantly. 

Please advice me about 
the danger of cigarettes smoking 
so I can share it with her. 

Signed, 

Concern 


Dear Concern, 

I commend you for 
gathering information to help 
your girlfriend. Smoking is the 
single most preventable cause of 
premature death in the U.S. Yet, 
nearly 23 million American 
women still light up, and some 
1,500 begin smoking daily. 

Here is some informa- 
tion your girlfriend needs to 
know from the frightening result 
of cigarette smoking. 

A heart attack on a 
woman smoker is likely to be 



Riwil Phillips 
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fatal. Women who smoke risk a heart attack nineteen 
years sooner then women who don ’t. 

Smoking is the major cause of heart disease 
in women, especially the ones younger than 50. 

A woman 44 or younger who smokes a pack 
a day or more is seven times more likely to have a 
heart attack than a non-smoker. 
As scary as these statistics are, 
there is hope. Quit smoking, and 
after a year the risk of heart dis- 
ease is cut in half. 

Within five to 15 years 
the risk of stroke is equal to that 
of a non-smoker. 

Within 10 years your 
risk for lung cancer is the same 
as someone who never lights up. 

Within 15 years you 
have the same risk of heart dis- 
ease as a lifetime of a non-smok- 


Earth Talk Column 

From the Editors of E/The Environmental Magazine 


Q. The soda bottle I’m holding only lists tions once the state’s bottle bill went into effect, 
a few U.S. states and deposit amounts on it. Despite these benefits, however, many 

Aren’t more than just a few states requiring that beverage manufacturers oppose bottle bills, arguing 
bottles be returned for recycling? that the five to 10 cents added to the price of their 

Calvin Terry, products deters customers even though the deposits 

" tine, ME are redeemable. These companies have effectively 

Currently 1 1 American states squelched bottle bills in many U.S. states 

)ill” laws on the books through the sheer power of their lobby- 

deposit of usually five mg efforts. Anheuser-Busch, Coca- 

i beer and soda cans Cola and PeDsi and others have 


A: Currently 1 1 American states 
have “bottle bill” laws on the books 
that require a deposit of usually five 
or 10 cents on beer and soda cans 
and bottles that can be 
redeemed when empties are 
returned to the store. 

The state of 
Oregon pioneered such 
legislation, passing the 
first U.S. bottle bill back 
in 1971. Hawaii has the 
newest one, enacted in : r 

2002. Meanwhile, all but j p 

two of Canada’s 13 J C 

provinces, the remote 

Northwest Territories and 
Nunavut, have bottle bills. As 
with the American laws, 

Canada’s provinces require deposits 
on all beverage containers other than 
those containing milk. 

The Container Recycling Institute (CRI), 
an advocacy group based in Washington, D.C., 
works for the passage of new bottle bills and the 
strengthening of existing ones. According to CRI, 
bottle bills make sense because they encourage 
recycling and, in conjunction with curbside recy- 
cling programs, extend the life of landfills by keep- 
ing cans and bottles out. Indeed, recycling rates in 
states with bottle bills can be as much as three time 
higher than in states without them. 

Such programs also help reduce litter. 


Cola and Pepsi and others have 
Jff. * *• . spent millions fighting bottle 

bills, complaining that such 
legislation duplicates commu- 
nity recycling programs 
~ already in place. 

But CRI says the 
argument has been “wrong- 
. ly cast in either/or terms,” 

L — - j that refundable deposits and 

*□ p p Hi curbside recycling programs 

I C -l I H I are not mutually exclusive 

T _ j . and should be part of a com- 

prehensive approach to recy- 
"25 I 1/ cling: “If the goal is to maxi- 

^ mize recovery of recyclables 

[and] reduce reliance on raw materi- 
i als for manufacturing new 

containers. . .then a combination of recovery 
istitute (CRI), options should be employed to ensure the 
’ton, D.C., highest. . .recovery rates possible.” 

bills and the Beverage sales are growing, especially bot- 

rding to CRI, tied water and other non-carbonated drinks. And the 

encourage waste has been growing as well. According to CRI, 

rrbside recy- some 118 billion aluminum, glass and plastic bever- 
ldfills by keep- age containers were discarded and not recycled in 
/cling rates in 2002 alone, more than double the number 20 years 
h as three times earlier. The main issue is really who should pay the 
costs of recycling. Refundable deposits are fair, says 
duce litter. CRI, because they put the costs on the producers 


Studies have shown that beverage container legisla- and consumers of the beverages instead of o 


tion has reduced total roadside litter by as much as 
64 percent in regions with bottle bills. Another doc- 
umented benefit has been a reduction in incidences 


local communities and taxpayers. 

Got an environmental question? Send it to: 
EarthTalk, c/o E/The Environmental Magazine, P.O. 


laceration, simply because fewer glass bot- Box 5098, Westport, CT 06881, submit it at: 


Hopefully, this informa- 
tion will convince your girlfriend 
to make a lifetime change effort 
to stop smoking and also for you 
to continue being a support to 
her. 

Signed, 

The Counselor 


ties end up broken on sidewalks, streets and in kids’ www.emagazine.com/ei 
play areas. One Massachusetts study attributed a 60 carthtalk@cmagazinc.c 


reported childhood glass lacera- 


l. Read past columns a 


w. emagazine. com/ earthtalk/ archives .php . 


Tribe Loans Lifesaving Equipment to Okeechobee 


By Susan Etxebarria 

OKEECHOBEE, FL On July 26, 
Armando Negrin, director of emergency services 
and chief of Seminole Tribe fire rescue, presented 
state-of-the-art life saving equipment to the 
Okeechobee County Commission at their regular 
commission meeting. 

Two LIFEPAK® 500 Automated External 
Defibrillators are on loan to Okeechobee County 
Fire Rescue. The LIFEPAK® is used by first respon- 
ders when dealing with life threatening cardiac 
emergencies. It determines which level of electric 
shock is right to give the patient, and ensures safe, 
simple delivery. 

The defibrillator is a sleek, lightweight 
design for grab-and-go portability. It weighs just 
seven pounds. The LIFEPAK® provides clear screen 
messages, voice prompts, a readiness display and 
lighted buttons to guide responders. 

For years there has been a mutual aid 
agreement between Okeechobee County and the 
Tribe in which their Fire Rescue responds to 
Brighton Seminole reservation emergencies, if need- 
ed; and vice versa. 

“On behalf of the Seminole Tribe Fire 
Rescue we want to express our appreciation to 
Okeechobee County,” said Negrin. “The Tribe wants 
to show appreciation to its surrounding communities 
because there are no jurisdictional lines when it 
comes to responding to crime, accidents and emer- 
gencies.” 

Emergency Services’ Public Information 
Officer Eva M. Cain said there have been times when 
first responders at Brighton have arrived at the scene 
of an accident on State Road 70 and begin rescue 
operations before Okeechobee’s Fire Rescue arrived. 
They do this because Brighton’s Fire Rescue is closer. 


However, once Okeechobee County’s team arrives, 
they take over command of the operation because it is 
in their jurisdiction. 

“We appreciate the LIFEPAKS,” said Chief 



Armando Negrin 


Nick Hopkins of the Okeechobee County Fire Rescue. 
“They will be greatly used here and it is extra equip- 
ment we don’t have to purchase.” 

Also, Chief Hopkins said part of the mutual 
aid agreement includes allowing Brighton’s Fire 
Rescue paramedics to get additional training by riding 
with Okeechobee Fire Rescue. There are not as many 
emergencies at Brighton so 
this opportunity to ride with 
Okeechobee helps paramedics 
keep up their skills. 

Okeechobee, with a 
population of 40,000, and 
more in the tourist season, is 
one of the busiest fire rescue 
departments in Southwest 
Florida, said Hopkins. 
However, he said he has only 
33 personnel to cover the 
entire county. Therefore this 
arrangement helps the Tribe 
provide experience to its para- 
medics and Okeechobee 
County gets the extra help it 
needs. 

Brighton Council 
Representative Andy Bowers 
and Executive Administrator 
Ken Fields were also present 
at the commission meeting. 

Board of County 
Commission Chairman John 
W. Abney Sr. expressed his 
gratitude on behalf of 
Okeechobee County. The First 
Vice Chair Cliff Betts Jr. also 
added kind remarks about the 
Tribe’s loan to the county. 
“Okeechobee County really appreciates 
everything that the Seminole Tribe does for us,” he 
said. 



Firefighter Safety Month Observed by 
Seminole Tribal Fire Rescue 


Submitted by Eva Cain, PIO, Department of 
Emergency Services 

The Seminole Tribe of Florida’s Emergency 
Services Department joined thousands of fire depart- 
ments across the U.S. and Canada for the 2006 
International Firefighter Safety Stand Down. 

Beginning on June 21, and continuing until 
all four shifts of the Brighton and Big Cypress 
Stations had participated, firefighters suspended all 
non-emergency activity to focus on fire fighter safety. 
They began each day with a moment of silence for 
fallen brothers and sisters that lost their lives in the 
line of duty. 

The department responded to all emergency 
calls as normal, but between calls, firefighters, officers 
and Chiefs conducted safety training and drills; 
reviewed safety-related standard operating procedures; 
discussed accident reports and had an open conversa- 
tion about firefighter safety in the department. The 


focus of the Stand Down is on emergency vehicle 
safety— in particular, on seatbelt use and safe driving 
through intersections. 

“The Department of Emergency Services is 
committed to serving the residents of the Tribal com- 
munities,” said Chief Armando Negrin. “Keeping our 
firefighters safe and healthy helps us respond effec- 
tively and keep our community protected. While fire- 
fighter safety is always a priority of Emergency 
Services, the Stand Down is an opportunity to dedicate 
a significant amount of time to the safety of our per- 
sonnel.” 

Last year, 106 firefighters died in the line of 
duty in the U.S. ; 26 of these deaths occurred in emer- 
gency vehicle-related accidents. Thousands more were 
injured while on duty. The purpose of the stand down 
is to call international attention to these unacceptable 
numbers of line-of-duty deaths and injuries and devote 
an entire day to the critical issue of firefighter safety. 
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Staying Healthy with Diabetes 


Submitted by the Seminole Health Department 

Having diabetes means having to make 
changes to the way you live your life, but you can live 
a full and healthy life with diabetes if you check your 
sugars, eat healthy, exercise and get regular check ups. 
By following these guidelines you can prevent compli- 
cations like kidney disease, heart disease, and eye dis- 
ease that are all too common with diabetes. 

Blood Glucose (Sugar): To keep your glu- 
cose at a healthy level you need to keep a balance 
between three important things: what you eat and 
drink, how much physical activity you do and what 
diabetic medications you take. You should also get an 
HbAlc test done at least two times a year to determine 
what your average blood glucose is during a two to 
three month period. 

Healthy eating: By watching your portion 
sizes and fat intake you can better control your dia- 
betes. Try some of these helpful hints to making 
changes in your diet a little easier. 

• Eat a variety of foods 

• Consume less than 10 percent of calories 
from saturated fatty acids and less than 300 mg/day of 
cholesterol, and keep trans fatty acid consumption as 
low as possible (Check food labels for amounts and 
types of fats) 

• Have most fats come from sources polyun- 
saturated and monounsaturated fatty acids, such as 
fish, nuts, and vegetable oils 

• When selecting and preparing meat, poultry, 
dry beans and milk or milk products make choices that 
are lean, low fat, or fat free 

• Choose fiber-rich fruits, vegetables and 
whole grains often 

• Choose and prepare foods and beverages 
with little added sugars or sweeteners 

• Check with the nutritionist at your reserva- 
tion to help you make healthier food choices 

Blood Pressure: High blood pressure and 
diabetes increase your risk of developing eye disease, 
heart disease, kidney disease and stroke. Blood pres- 
sure readings should be taken at each doctor’s visit 

Cholesterol: Diabetes and cholesterol are 
connected with heart disease and stroke. Test your 
blood lipids: total cholesterol, LDL “bad” cholesterol, 


HDL “good” cholesterol and triglycerides at least once 
a year 

Weight: By losing seven to 10 percent of 
your body weight you can control your blood glucose, 
blood pressure and cholesterol. Check with the nutri- 
tionist at your reservation to help you lose weight the 
healthy way through diet plans specific to your needs 

Smoking: Smoking raises your blood glu- 
cose, cholesterol, and blood pressure. When you have 
diabetes and use tobacco, the risk of heart and blood 
vessel problems is even greater. By quitting smoking, 
you lower your risk for heart attack, stroke, nerve dis- 
ease, kidney disease, and oral disease 

Kidney Disease: People with diabetes are at 
higher risk for developing kidney disease. Test your 
urine and blood to check your kidney function at least 
once a year. 

Foot Care: If you have diabetes you are at 
greater risk for foot injury and infection. Check your 
feet for sores and injuries at every doctor visit and get 
a thorough foot exam at least once a year 

Nerve Damage: Diabetes also increases your 
risk for nerve damage. Tell your doctor if you feel 
numb or have “pins and needles” sensations in your 
feet or legs. 

Dental Health: People with diabetes are at 
higher than normal risk of oral health problems. You 
should get a dental check up twice a year 

Physical Activity: Becoming physically 
active decreases your risk of heart disease and stroke, 
lowers your blood glucose and blood pressure, 
decreases the bad cholesterol and increases the good 
cholesterol, and improves body’s ability to use insulin. 
If you have type 2 diabetes you should do at least 150 
minutes of aerobic exercise a week. 

You are the one in control of your health. 
Taking care of your diabetes takes some work, but by 
following these guidelines you are one step closer to 
taking charge of your diabetes and preventing the 
sometimes deadly complications of uncontrolled dia- 
betes in the future. 

For more information about taking control of 
your diabetes please contact your reservation’s nutri- 
tionist or health educator. 
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Brighton Honors Young Athletes 


By Emma Brown 

OKEECHOBEE, FL — Sports and academics go hand 
in hand; these were a few words of encouragement offered by 
Brighton Council Representative Andrew Bowers. Bowers served 
as emcee at Brighton’s annual sports banquet on July 13 at the 
KOA facility in Okeechobee, Fla. 

The evening began with an invocation followed by a buf- 
fet style dinner featuring steak, chicken and all the sides. The 
children had their own buffet with all of their favorite dishes 
included an ice cream sundae bar which was a huge hit. 

After dinner, Bowers gave a little history of some of the 
best Seminole athletes since the 60 ’s until current time mention- 
ing past sports legends like Russell and Jo Dan Osceola. He said 
Brighton folks have been a part of Okeechobee sports since he 
can remember and that the relationship with Okeechobee County 
continues till this day. Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc. President 


(L-R) Andrew Bowers, Jarrid Smith and Moses Osceola stand proudly 
in front of display set up to honor the late Fred Smith. 


Moses Osceola attended the sports banquet and had the fol- 
lowing to say to the Brighton people. 

“You have a rich history in sports,” he said. “Many 
of your grandparents were great athletes and you should be 
proud.” 

Osceola also reminisced about the once-held reserva- 
tion Field Days, where reservations would compete against 
each other in different sports. He expressed his desire to see 
those types of events return to the reservations. 

Following Moses was Okeechobee High School 
Head Football Coach Chris Branham. 

Not yet 30 years old, Branham has accomplished a 
great deal in Ids life. He graduated from high school in 1995 
and said that he can remember how good Seminole athletes 
were in school. He walked on to West Virginia State College 
as the second string quarterback and played until a neck injury 
ended his career as a football player. He stayed on as a 
coach with West Virginia until coming back to 
Okeechobee to fulfill the position as dean of the drug 
and alcohol program and soon after he became head 
coach. 

Branham had a very good message to share 
with the kids of Brighton. 

“Do what you are supposed to do in school, 
everything you do and learn can never be taken away,” 
he said. “Don’t be another face in the crowd and work 
to be remembered in a postive way and never give up 
on your dreams.” 

Following Branham was a presentation of a 
special award that was given on behalf of the late Fred 
Smith’s family in his honor. Smith was always a big 
sports fan and supporter of youth sports. His family 
wanted to honor their father by giving an award to a 
top student and athlete. 

The award will be called The Brighton 
Warrior Athletic Award and will be given each year to 
one athlete who has excelled at both sports and aca- 
demics for the year. This year’s recipient of the award 
was Smith’s Grandson Jarrid Smith. He is a student 
and football player at Florida Atlantic University and 
most deserv- 


Kids enjoy a little line dancing after the sports awards banquet. 


Assistant Director Leroy Boyett hands Korvette Billie her 
medallion for each sport played. 


The big smile on Satie Rico’s face express- 
es her pride in her award. 


ing of the award. 

Finally 

it was time for the 
presentation of 
awards for all of the 
young boys and 
girls that participat- 
ed in sports through- 
out the year. Each 
young athlete was 
presented with a 
beautiful plaque and 
medallion for each 
sport that they par- 
ticipated in for the 
year. This awards 
program was spon- 
sored and hosted by 
the Brighton 
Recreation depart- 
ment and encour- 
ages youngsters to 
continue in sports. 


Siblings Yopalakiyo Delaney and Imilakiyo Osceola 
smile proudly after receiving their awards. 


Alex Johns, Jarrid Smith, recipient of Seminole Warrior Athletic Award, Andrew 
Bowers and Camillia Osceola, Jarrid’s mother. 


AAA Boys American Baseball League Champions 

By Brande’ Clay 

This past season the 
Surfin the Net team earned 
the championship for the first 
and second half of the season. 

They had to play eight other 
teams and they still came out 
on top in their division. 

Four Tribal citizens 
contributed to this winning 
team. Milo Osceola was the 
assistant coach and he, along 
with three other Tribal citi- 
zens, shared in the victory. 

Brandtley Osceola, 

1 1 , was the starting pitcher for 
the team. Brandtley’s parent 
are Brande’ Clay and Milo 
Osceola. 
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Brande Clay 

Milo Osceola (top row/far right), Brandtley Osceola (1st row/3rd person), 
Richard Smith (1st row/far right), and Daniel Nunez Jr. (bottom row/cen- 
ter). 


Daniel Nunez Jr., 9, 
was an aggressive outfielder 
on the team. Daniel’s parents 
are Peggy and Daniel Nunez. 

Richard Smith, 9, 
was also an outfielder for the 
team. Richard’s parents are Joni Smith and Vernon 
Baker. 

After the regular season, Brandtley Osceola 
and Daniel Nunez was drafted to the AAA American 
All Star Team. The team competed in the Dixie Youth 


Baseball District Tournament that was hosted in 
Okeechobee County, June23-27. 

The tournament had eleven teams from near 
surrounding counties. The American All Star Team 
finished third in the tournament. The team fell one 
game short from going to the state tournament. 


Chobee Firestix NSA Softball Traveling Team 


By Brande’ Clay 

OKEECHOBEE, FL — This 
was the first year that Okeechobee 
County had an eight-year-old and 
undertraveling team. 

Six of the Chobee Firestix 
players were Seminole Tribal citizens. 
They played three tournaments in 
Jupiter and Palm Beach, where they 
sometimes had three games in one 
morning. These little girls practiced 
three times a week for two hours or 
more. But, all of these girls had a lot of 
heart. Whether they were in the heat of 
the Florida summer or caught in thun- 
derstorms they were still smiling and 
ready to play ball. 

It was a learning experience 
for everyone involved but it paid off. 
One of the tournaments they came in 
fourth place. 

(Top row L-R)Cheyenne Nunez, Lanie Sedatol, Ashley Gopher, and 
Rumour Juarez (Bottom L-R) Lahna Sedatol and Mila Osceola 



Team Roster 

Cheyenne Nunez: Pitcher, age 9, parents: Peggy and Daniel Nunez 
Lanie Sedatol: Outfield, age 8, parents: Mona and Preston Baker 
Ashley Gopher: Outfield, age 8, parents:Tonya and Lewis Gopher 
Rumour Juarez: Infield, age 7, parents: Wendi Snow and Rudy Juarez 
Lahna Sedatol: Shortstop, age 8, parents: Mona and Preston Baker 
Mila Osceola: Third base, age 7, parents: Brande’ Clay and Milo Osceola 

Coaches: Kim Hargraves and Heather Stillians. The two coach the Okeechobee High School softball 
team and have both played college softball 
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All-Indian Fastpitch Event Tournament of Year for American Indians 

Every year, American Indians from across the country flock to Oklahoma City. They come for softball. But the annual All-Indian Fastpitch Tournament is more than just 
one of the biggest sporting competitions in the country for American Indians. It’s an event. 


By Eric Bailey/World Sports Writer/Tulsa World 

[Editor s Note: This is a reprint of a Tulsa World arti- 
cle. It is reprinted with permission. ©2006 Tulsa 
World] 

OKLAHOMA CITY, OK — Skeet Bemo 
was a softball player without a team. The 35-year-old 
Creek Indian from Sapulpa spent part of Friday night 
grudgingly watching games at the 54th Oklahoma All- 
Indian Fastpitch Tournament. 

To miss out on this event-one of the presti- 
gious Native American sporting events in the coun- 
try— would be heartbreaking. 

“I just want to see if someone needs some 
help,” said Bemo, who had played in the tournament 
much of his life. “But there are also other players 
standing around like me wanting to play.” 

The three-day event is an annual festival for 
Native Americans. Teams from across the nation con- 
verged on Wheeler Park, just south of downtown 
Oklahoma City. Some teams had matching uniforms. 
Others wore T-shirts and basketball shorts. Some play- 
ers were muscular. Others were shaped like softballs. 

All shared the same smile. 

“Everybody out here has a good time, regard- 
less of their shape and size,” said Nolan Willis, a tour- 
nament organizer. “They just enjoy playing ball.” 

The tournament topped the 100 team plateau 
in its prime, but has dipped over the years. This sum- 
mer, gas prices kept a lot of teams from making the 
trek. Games used to run deep into the night, with 
action ending at about 1 a.m. on July 9. That wasn’t 
the case years ago. 

“I remember being at Eggeling Stadium on 
Monday morning and watching people drive to work 
while games were still playing,” Bemo said. 

Donnie Has No Horse, an Oglala Sioux from 
South Dakota, said competition is what pulls his team 
on a 13 hour drive south. 

“When you want to play the best softball 
teams, you come to Oklahoma,” Has No Horse said. 
“This is the who’s who of fast-pitch softball.” 

Bemo’s love for the game brought him unat- 
tached to Oklahoma City. Just moments after looking 
for a team, he’s scooped up. He was asked which team 
he was playing for. 

“I don’t know,” he said, just happy to be 
playing in the softball tournament of the year for 
Indians. 

‘Four bases and a field. That’s my sanctu- 
ary’ 

Sonny Perkins’ playground has always been a 
softball diamond. The 33-year-old pitcher can domi- 
nate the fastpitch game. His ability to blaze fastballs 
and change speeds arguably made him the top thrower 
at this year’s tournament. 

Perkins, a Choctaw-Navajo, prefers to talk 
about his responsibility as the only American Indian 
on Team USA men’s fastpitch team than throwing an 
0-2 fastball past a batter. 

“Fastpitch softball is becoming a dying sport, 


and I want to help keep it going,” Perkins said after 
beating a talented Duck Creek team in extra innings 
on July 8. 

“Being on Team USA is important because 
I’m helping to rep resent all Native Americans,” he 
said. 

Perkins grew up watching his parents play 
fastpitch. His desire to pitch grew serious five years 
ago, and he’s spent the past four seasons playing for 
the Florida Seminoles. After competing on an interna- 
tional level, he still gets butterflies at the Oklahoma 
City event. 

“Playing in Eggeling Stadium on Sunday 
night in the 
championship 
game in front 
of a packed 
house is the 
biggest thrill,” 
he said. 

Age 

is just a num- 
ber for many. 

Some players 
probably have 
AARP cards, 
while others 
like Adam 
Washington 
are just learn- 
ing the sport. 

Washington is 
a 21 -year-old 
and former 
high- school 
baseball star 

from Kansas. He played in his third Oklahoma City 
tournament and he’s still learning about the sport. 

“Some of these players, as they get older, 
they sure get a lot smarter,” Washington said. 

Donnie Has No Horse probably spoke best 
for the hundreds of softball players this weekend. 

“Four bases and a field,” he said, “that’s my 
sanctuary.” 

‘It’s really just like home’ 

The parking lot in Wheeler Park is filled by 
vehicles dotted with Tribal tags. Muscogee, Seminole, 
Kiowa, Cherokee, Apache-nearly every Oklahoma 
Tribe is represented. Bobby Martin is miles from his 
Pine Ridge Indian Reservation in South Dakota. He 
appreciates the support from steady crowds watching 
on a humid afternoon. 

“When you see the people and crowds, with 
all the natives around, it’s really just like home,” the 
Lakota Sioux Indian said. 

The tournament is an annual event for some 
families. Reunions often are scheduled for the first 
weekend after Independence Day with competitive 
softball being the centerpiece. Angela Barnett watched 
her cousins, brothers, friends and son play. 

“This is the tournament of tournaments,” 


Barnett said. “You have some of the best teams from 
all across the nation, not just Oklahoma. And, it’s not 
restricted to a certain age group. There’s guys almost 
60 out there and they’re still playing.” 

Dawn Leclere, a Prairie Band Pottawatomie 
Indian, seemed more focused on finishing up some 
beadwork rather than rooting for her father’s team. But 
when asked a rules question dining a game, she looked 
up from her necklace and let the coach know the 
answer. 

“I’ve grown up in the ballpark,” said Leclere, 
from Mayetta, Kan. 

She recently returned from a bronze medal 
fastpitch softball 
performance in 
the North 
American 
Indigenous Games 
in Denver, Colo. 

“This is 
tradition, coming 
to Oklahoma 
City,” Leclere 
said. “This has 
always been the 
place to be.” 

Andy 

Girty is a former 
player, coach and 
sponsor of a soft- 
ball team. On 
Friday night, the 
71 -year-old 
Cherokee was in 
a dress shirt and 
khakis watching 

others play ball. 

“Indian people are just familiar with softball,” 
Girty said after waving to longtime friends. “Even 
when you’re too old to play, you become a spectator 
and see all of your old friends.” 

It’s also where kids leam to leave the tourna- 
ment. Around midnight on July 7, a darkened softball 
field is lit up by the headlights of a truck. At the plate 
were kids playing softball while their dads played 
under nearby stadium lights. 

‘You were looked at as one of the best teams 

around’ 

George Tiger vividly remembers the game. 
After pitching 19 strong innings, Tiger and his Haskell 
Indians team dropped a 2- 1 championship final to the 
rival Sapulpa Bucks. Tiger tossed 12 elimination 
games over a two day period and tossed more than 70 
innings that Sunday as his team fought through the 
losers bracket in the 1977 tournament in Oklahoma 
City. 

“Even on [the following] Wednesday, I still 
felt like my arm could fall off,” Tiger jokes today. 

More than 100 teams competed that season, 
with everyone vying for a title game bid. 

“When you won that tournament, you were 


looked at as one of the best teams around,” said Mike 
Tosee, Haskell’s shortstop. 

While Tiger was throwing all 19 innings, 
Bucks pitcher Roger Ogle met him pitch for pitch. 

“I don’t think George and I pitched that well, 
but everyone was getting so tired,” Ogle said. “That’s 
one game I won’t forget.” 

The Bucks scored the game’s first run, fol- 
lowed by a Haskell run. In the 19th, the Bucks 
scratched across a two-out run. Haskell was retired in 
the home half of the inning, and a standing ovation 
greeted both teams at a packed Eggeling Stadium. 

“A lot of people still mention and talk about 
that game,” Tosee said. “In my mind, that’s the most 
memorable game that I played in Oklahoma City.” 

‘We’ve known about this for years’ 

The best of the Sioux nation make up the 18- 
player roster of Red Leaf. The Tribe’s all-star team 
made the long trip to Oklahoma to try to capture its 
first championship. 

“It took us 13 hours to get here,” Bobby 
Martin said. “We all got gas at the same time and 
enjoyed the ride.” 

This year’s trip was funded by a $2,000 first 
prize in a Fourth of July Tournament at home. The tal- 
ented team always challenges for a championship, 
with a high-water mark of second place in the 2003 
tournament. 

“We really want to win first,” Martin said, his 
friendly face morphing into a competitive look in an 
instant. 

One of the best teams could measure its trip 
in minutes, not hours. 

Duck Creek, a Tribal community between 
Tulsa and Okmulgee, fields one of the best teams. 

“This is a big event for us,” said Robbee 
Harry, one of the team’s coaches. “We come from a 
small community, but we’ve known about this for 
years. We’ve come a long ways from playing two 
games and going home.” 

A Canadian team made a 24-hour drive in a 
large van and a car. Two-and-out was a close prospect. 

“We’re heard about this tournament every 
year since we’ve started playing,” said Barry 
Stonefish, a 53-year-old first baseman from southern 
Ontario. “This year, my son and I said we were going, 
no matter what.” 

After an early morning loss on Saturday, the 
team stayed alive in the double-elimination tourna- 
ment with an 8-5 win. There would be no two-and-out 
for this squad. 

“That was a big relief off our shoulders,” 
Stonefish said. 

The “Four Comers” Team is made up of 
Navajos near the New Mexico- Arizona-Utah-Colorado 
border. 

They could also be the “Four Brothers” team. 
The Andersons-Rondell, Ron, Tommy and Phil-are 
siblings. 

“This is always like a family reunion for us,” 
said Tommy Anderson, from Farmington, N.M. 
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Delaney Osceola is 10 years old and her parents are Dana and Richard Osceola. 
Kilyier Baker is 10 years old and her parents are Mona and Preston Baker. 
Brionna Bille is 10 years old and her parents are Jeanne and Emerson Billie. 
Korvette Billie is nine years old and her parents are Selena and Keith Billie. 


Seminole All Stars Shine on O.C.R.A. All Star Teams 


By Brande’ Clay 

PANAMA CITY, FL — The rookie league is the next league after T-Ball. There were five young boys 
who were drafted to play in the county district tournament. Most of these boys have been playing together since 
they started T-Ball. 

They defeated the other team and went on to play in the state tournament that was held in Panama 
City, Fla. This group of boys definitely looks like they have many more home runs ahead in the future. 

The team consisted of: Jerry Smith, 8 , parents are Jennifer and Jerry Smith, Layton Thomas, 8 , parents 
are Laveme and Jason Thomas, Yopalakiyo Osceola, 8 , parents are Dana and Richard Osceola, Jayce Smith, 8 , 
parents are Crystal and Jamie Smith and Immillakiyo Osceola, 8 , parents are also Dana and Richard Osceola. 


I(L-R) Delaney Osceola, Kilyier Baker, Brionna Billie, and Korvette Billie 


By Brande’ Clay 

TAMPA — Four young ladies wert 
and Under Girls All Star Team. The girls all 
also competed in the state tournament that w 


drafted from their regular teams in Okeechobee to play on the 10 
star team played in some tournaments in Palm Beach, Jupiter and 
as held in Tampa on June 29- July 1 . 


Osceola Brings Home the Gold 



Lorri Osceola is seen here with 
Joel Frank Sr., at the 2006 
Indigenous games in Denver, 
Colo., where she played on 
Team Oklahoma. Her team 
went 7-0 to bring home the 
gold. She is the daughter of 
Curtis Osceola Sr. of 
Hollywood, Fla. and Tara 
Osceola Leonard of Anadarko, 
Okla. She would like to thank 
God, the Seminole Tribe, the 
Chickasaw Tribe, Coach Amy 
Lampkin and her team. 
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❖ Clifford 


Continued from page 1 


Clifford Sanchez #55 walking out on the field for coin toss. 


and defensive tackle. The six- 
foot-one 220 pound Clifford 
was considered small for 
these positions but it was 
where the team needed him 

For the All Star 
game, Cliff wanted to play 
linebacker, a position he had 
practiced at and always want- 
ed to play. After his gradua- 
tion from high school he 
spent the rest of his summer 
dedicating himself to learning 
the new position as well as 
getting into prime shape. 

He practiced hours a 
day with his personal trainer 
and personal football coach 
Kenny Bayon. He would 
workout with weights in the 
morning and then would go 
out in the middle of the day 
to practice the intricacies of 
the position. Finally, he would finish the workout with 
sprints, most of the time with a parachute, which it is 
a piece of equipment to help gain speed. 

At camp, Cliff’s daily routine was to wake up 
and eat breakfast. That would be followed by morning 
football practice, mostly individual drills and then 
have lunch. After an hour of rest they would head 
back to the lake and resume afternoon practice, where 
it was more team orientated. 

“It wasn’t all that bad; I had a lot of fun and 
consider it an honor to be playing in such a prestigious 
game,” he said. “A few times we got to go to a water 
theme park to cool of and hang out and meet all of my 
teammates from around the country as well as go hik- 
ing in the mountain which was really nice.” 

After all the practicing and conditioning, the 
time was finally here. Because of his great week of 
practice, Cliff was selected as one of the co-captians 
of the team. As one of the team captains, he was able 
to walk out to midfield and engage in the coin toss. 

The first half was a tough beginning for 
Cliff’s team as they trailed early on and never could 
get into rhythm. It was the second half where Cliff 
showed why he was capable of playing this type of 


game. He simply dominated his side of the ball and 
even made a few bone crushing tackles behind the line 
of scrimmage. 

Even though the final outcome was lopsided, 
all these athletes participated in a once in a lifetime 
game. The game was in honor of the great Jim Thorpe. 

Jim is known throughout Indian country as 
the greatest athlete that ever lived. In the 1912 
Stockholm Olympics he won gold medals in the 
decathlon and pentathlon. Thorpe was a three time all- 
American in football star while at Carlisle Indian 
School in Pennsylvania. He was a professional foot- 
ball world champion as a member of the Canton 
Bulldogs and in 1920 was the first president of what is 
now called the NFL; formerly the American 
Professional Football Association. 

Jim was named the greatest athlete of the first 
half-century in 1950. In 1999 both houses of Congress 
honored Jim Thorpe by designating him as the athlete 
of the century and in 2000 ABC’s Wide World of 
Sports honored him as their athlete of the century. He 
is enshrined in the following Hall of Fames: NFL, 
College Football, Track & Field, Indian Athletic, 
Olympic, Oklahoma and Pennsylvania. 



TIA MI, FL — The Miami Heat parade 
exciting. I went with my father, my step 
jsisters and my brother. It was held in 
it month. It took a long time for it to start 
te people were still fixing the floats; so 
l and waited. 

Utcr a while they brought out the 1977 
crick car. This was the same car that 
1 DJs Paul and young Ron smashed at a 
rally on June 13. Everyone got excited 
he parade was starting, but it wasn’t so 


2006 NBA Championship MVP Dwayne Wat 
holds the trophy. 


erick didn;t stand a chance. 


ed and waited. 

Finally it began after two hours. But it 
ssome the way the people did this. The 
were on these big trucks labeled “Duck 
I only saw Dwayne Wade holding the tro- 
ich symbolized the Heat’s victory. 

Then they had the greatest part of the 
a huge banner with a picture of the whole 
it. After seeing that I went home knowing 


Shelli (right) and friends cheer on the Heat. 
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By Ramona Kiyoshk 

“The Mission of the North American Indigenous 
Games is to improve the quality of life for Indigenous 
peoples by supporting self-determined sport and cul- 
tural activities which encourage equal access to par- 
ticipation in the social and cultural fabric of the com- 
munity they reside in and which respects Indigenous 
distinctiveness. ” 

A history of the North American Indigenous Games 

A visionary group led by John Fletcher 
sowed the first seeds of the North American 
Indigenous Games, originally the National Indian 
Athletic Association, in 1990, in Edmonton, Alberta, 
Canada. 

That first planning committee started with 
fastball, but their vision was to expand into other 
sports. 

The next logical move was to include the 
United States, home to many Indigenous nations with 
strong athletic legacies. Cultural exchanges and social 
interaction would take place, creating a sense of pride 
and support between athletes and communities in both 
countries. 

This name change occurred before the games 
were held in Prince Albert, Saskatchewan, Canada in 
1992. The new name, North American Indigenous 
Games, would include each province of Canada, each 
state of the U.S. and all their territories. 

1990 - Edmonton, Alberta, Canada 

The inaugural North American Indigenous 
Games, Olympic-style sports events, were held in 
1990 in Edmonton, Alberta. 

More than 3,000 sport participants and 
numerous cultural performers from Indigenous com- 
munities across Canada and the northwestern United 
States participated. 

1993 - Prince Albert, Saskatchewan, Canada 

The 1993 North American Indigenous Games 
in Prince Albert, Saskatchewan, involved 4,400 sport 
participants who competed on behalf of the 
Indigenous peoples of their Province, Territory or 
State. 

In addition to the sporting events, the 1993 
North American Indigenous Games included a cultural 
festival that attracted several hundred cultural per- 
formers from across North America. 

In 1993, the North American Indigenous 
Games Council was created as the permanent govern- 
ing structure for the North American Indigenous 
Games. 

1995 - Blaine, Minnesota, U.S. 

The 1995 North American Indigenous Games 


held in Blaine, Minn., marked the first time the North 
American Indigenous Games has been held in the 
United States. 

According to sport participation levels, the 
1995 Games were the largest to date with approxi- 
mately 8,000 competitors. These numbers reflected the 
American enthusiasm for athletics as witnessed by 
community support for sports at all levels. 

1997 - Victoria, British Columbia, Canada. 

In 1997, Victoria, British Columbia played 
host to the North American Indigenous Games. 

Twenty-six athletic teams (nine provinces/ter- 
ritories and 17 states) participated. In total, 5,000 ath- 
letes took part in the sport competition and more than 

3.000 fans and performers participated in the cultural 
festival. 

2002 - Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada. 

This version of the North American 
Indigenous Games involved 5,500 sport participants 
from 27 teams (12 Provinces/Territories and 15 states) 
and a cultural festival that drew participation of 
approximately 3,000 cultural performers from across 
North America. 

2006 - Denver, Colorado. U.S. 

The 2006 North American Indigenous Games 
were presented in Denver, Colorado, in July 2006. The 
Colorado’s Southern Ute and Ute Mountain Ute tribes 
pledged $1.2 million to sponsor the events after the 
North American Indigenous Games Council took the 
games away from Buffalo, N.Y., when the local com- 
mittee fell behind schedule. 

Team and individual sports competitions took 
place at Invesco Field at Mile High, and cultural 
events were celebrated at the nearby Denver 
Performing Arts venue. 

2008 - Vancouver, British Columbia, 

Canada. 

Journey of a Generation 

With the support of other central Vancouver 
Island First Nations and the non-aboriginal communi- 
ty, the Cowichan Tribes are hosting the 2008 North 
American Indigenous Games in August 2008. 

More than 7,000 athletes are expected to 
compete in 16 sports. In addition, there will be 2,000 
cultural performers and more than 3,000 volunteers. 

As well as the sporting events, the Games 
will include opening and closing ceremonies with over 

20.000 participants and spectators expected, the 
largest ever Tribal Journeys Canoe Regatta, and a 
Cultural Village with entertainment, artisans, merchan- 
dise, and cultural activities. 

It is estimated that the 2008 Games will con- 
tribute more than $30 million to the local economy. 


Nestling 


By Kenny Bay on 

DENVER, CO — The North American 
Indigenous games had some of the best athletic talent 
from the Seminole Tribe. It’s been four years since the 
last games were held in Winnipeg, Manitoba. Now in 
Denver, Colo., Team Florida came prepared. 

Team Florida’s expectations were high fol- 
lowing the success the team had during the last games. 
The team had high hopes as they were returning four 
wrestlers whom had medaled in the previous few 
games. Additionally, there were two new wrestlers 
who came into the games with much experience and 
enthusiasm. Also returning was the coach who was 
rumored to have had practice three times a day during 
the last Indigenous Games; thus, giving Team Florida 
the only gold medal in 2002. 

Life in general can be cruel and these games 
were no exception. By the time the airplane landed in 
Denver, only two wrestlers made it to the games. Tyrel 
Osceola, a heavyweight and a bronze medalist in the 
last year’s games, and Clayton Simmons, the young 
189 pound senior to be from Brandon High School in 
Tampa. 

Both came in 
with the expectations of 
winning the gold. Both 
also approached the task 
as an opportunity to 
repeat and or win the 
gold for the Tribe. The 
plane had barely landed 
and as soon as they 
checked into their hotel 
room they were off to the 
gym to lift weights and 
ran. Running and keep- 
ing in shape was essen- 
tial to prepare for the dif- 
ficult competition that lie 
ahead. 

Denver isn’t 
called The Mile High 
City for nothing. It’s a 
mile above sea level 
which makes the air very 
hard to breathe and takes 
time and effort to get accustomed to; especially for 
Floridians. Clayton was so serious about his training 
that he ran from the opening ceremonies at Invesco 
Field back to the hotel. The distance was at least three 
miles and he had to run in the dark. 

The wrestling tournament began starting 
early in the morning. It wasn’t until the afternoon that 
Team Florida had their time. 

First up was Clayton Simmons. He looked 
sharp but, was up against a tough kid from Wisconsin. 
The wrester was named Evan Shepard. The first peri- 
od was a back and forth battle as neither could really 
do anything against the other. Then he got a single 
point on Clayton but it was enough to win the first 
period. 

The second period was much like the first but 
Evan got an advantage halfway through the match and 
got a few take downs against Clayton. Clayton had a 
golden opportunity as he caught Evan in an inside cra- 
dle but couldn’t finish the move. Evan went on to win 


the second period and win the match. 

Tyrel Osceola was next competitor from 
Team Florida. His opponent was Tyrell Roberts from 
Team Iowa. The winner of this match would be 
wrestling for the gold medal match. The first period 
was a complete and total annihilation of an opponent. 
Osceola put his opponent on his back numerous times 
and should have been a pin— which was clearly evident 
on video. 

Tyrel was taking a 6-0 lead and seconds left 
on the clock when he attempted to throw his opponent 
out of bounds. Although he succeeded, they both were 
out of bounds. Unfortunately, Tyrel fell on his bad 
shoulder; this same shoulder that has been troubling 
the young giant for years. Furthermore, this shoulder 
was due for surgery up until a few months before the 
games. 

Knowing he wouldn’t be able to have the sur- 
gery and recover in time he decided to go ahead and 
compete, thus losing the first period. In the second 
period Osceola’s shoulder was so badly damaged he 
couldn’t even pick up his arm. Roberts took advantage 
of this and barely won the second period. The winner 
of the third period is 
the winner of the 
match which means 
first wrestler to score 
wins. 

Osceola, 

looking determined 
but injured, tried a 
“fireman’s carry” 
move. However, he 
didn’t get it and 
Roberts got the take 
down and victory. 
Because of Osceola’s 
injury, he was out for 
the rest of the tourna- 
ment. 

Although 

Clayton lost the first 
match, he was able to 
compete in the tourna- 
ment. The next day, 
Clayton’s next match 
was against Arren St Vincent from North Dakota. The 
start of the match couldn’t have been any better for 
Clayton as he simply dominated. He was able to exe- 
cute a single leg take down for points. Furthermore, he 
was able to put his opponent on his back from an over 
under take down. 

Clayton took control and won the first period 
6-1. The second period began much of the same as 
Clayton scored often and early. Then it happened! A 
costly mistake from Clayton gave Arren the break he 
needed. 

He was reversing a move by Clayton and 
ended up not only getting the reverse but, by twisting 
his knee ended up putting Clayton on his back and got 
the pin for victory. That was the end for Team Florida 
Wrestling as they were shut out. However, Team 
Florida will be better prepared for 2008 in British 
Columbia. Team Florida will have another opportunity 
to give a different story. 



Chris Jenkins 


Tribal representatives present check to NAIG 


Team Florida was led by the Seminole Tribe 
Color Guard which consisted of Gary Mclnturff, Paul 
Bowers, Steven Bowers and Joe Osceola Jr. and 
Hollywood Council Representative Max B. Osceola Jr. 
Team Florida was small but was big on enthusiasm 
and spirit; chants “Florida, Florida” could be heard. 
The NAIG hosted a record 23 U.S. delegates as well 
as 11 Canadian delegates. 

Returning to the games from the U.S. states 
were: Florida, Colorado, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, 
New Mexico, New York, North Dakota, Oregon, 
Prince Edward Island, South Dakota, Washington and 


Minutes later the crowd was treated to vari- 
ous National Anthems. The first being the Canadian 
Anthem, which was beauifully song by Souled. Then 
it was time for the U.S. anthem, played flutist Vince 
Redhouse. 

A series of musical performances by a vari- 
ety of Indigenous groups provided additional enter- 
tainment for the opening ceremony. Leading off was 
Red Power Squad. This group was featured perform- 
ers at the Canadian Aboriginal Music Awarads. As 
well as playing dining the opening and closing cere- 
monies at file 2002 North American Indegeious 
Games in Winipeg, Manitoba. 

This was followed by a welcome from the 
host tribe Ute Mountain Ute. After the welcome, 
some memebers of their tribe both youing and old put 
on their annual spring time dance, the Ute Bear 
Dance. 

Souled was the next muscial performance. 
Based out of Kahnawake, Quebec, the four band 
members have been around for about 10 years and 
they cover an impressive muscial catalong which 
includes rock, blues, disco, atlerative and pop music. 

Finally, it was time for the closing of the 
NAIG ceremony. This included the “Flag Song” 
played by the Sourthem Ute host drum, entrance of 
the NAIG flag and the NAIG flag raising. A final mus- 
cial performance by Martha Redbone and Robert 
Mirabal brought the ceremony to close. 

After a salute to the athletes it was over and 
time for the games to begin. 







Kenny Bayon 

Invesco Field at Mile High during Opening Ceremonies. 


By Kenny Bayon 

DENVER, CO — The majority 
concensous as Team Florida walked into 
Invesco Field for the opening ceremonys 
was the same for all the Seminole athletes. 

Clayton Simmons expressed it best. 

“This is awesome!” said Simmons, 
a Seminole Tribal citizen and a Tampa resi- 
dent. “This is so exciting. I can’t wait to 
compete.” 

It was time for the games— the 
North American Indigenous Games, that is. 

While the games may have been delayed but 
it was back and better then ever. July 1 was 
a day that many thought was a dream but, 
now its a reality. 

Not even the rain coming down and 
thounderstorms near by could dampined this 
day. The day shined at Invesco Field in 
Denver. These games were suppose to be 
held in Buffalo, N.Y. in 2005 but because of 
finiacial difficulties they were cancelled but 
this didn’t stop the NAIG Council and the 
Colorado Indigenous Games Society(CIGS) to have 
the games in the U.S. 

Although, many thought it would be impossi- 
ble, the North American Indigenous games was a real- 
ity in style. 

This is not any event but the event in Indian 
Country sports. The North American Indigenous 
Games is a large scale multi sport and cultural celebra- 
tion offering competition in 16 sports for youth and 
adults that are of Native American heritage. It features 


Wanda Bowers 

Team Florida waits patiently to enter the field. 


an opening and closing ceremonies as well as a cultur- 
al village. Some like to call this event like the Native 
American Olympics. 

The event began in the afternoon with a 
preshow by DJ Abel giving some NAIG and 
Indigienous Olympian facts. Then DJ Abel put on a 
performance with DJ Tribal Touch and Denver native 
break dancers. Then it was back to DJ Abel and DJ 
Tribal touch along with Shatta-I, Julian B, MC Meta, 
Blackhourse drum group and Denver Native Hip Hop 
dancers. 

After the preshow perforamnces, the NAIG 
opening ceremony begun. It started with the Denver 
native youth welcome ceremony followed by a grand 
entry by the NAIG Drum Groups. Now it was time for 
the Parade of Athletes as 7,700 athletes and coaches 
from North America began to enter the stadium to a 
roaring crowd one delegation after another. 


Wisconsin. Returning from Canada were: Alberta, 
British Columbia, Eastern Door of the North, 
Manitoba, New Brunswick, Northwest Territories, 
Nova Scotia, Nunavut, Ontario, Saskatchewan and 
Yukon. 

There were also new participatesrepresenting 
states that did not attend the previous North American 
Indigenous Games. They were Arizona, California, 
Idaho, Kansas, Maine, Montana, Mississippi, 
Nebraska, Oklahoma and Utah. 

Everyone finally got to there seats after an 
exciting entrance and was greeted by the 2006 NAIG 
“Honor Song” by the host Ute Mountain Ute host 
drum. Then it was time for the opening prayer by 
Austin Box d. He was followed by the welcoming of 
the athletes. This presentation was done by the leg- 
endary Billy Mills. 

Mills is one of Indian country’s greatest ath- 
letes. He was bom in Pine Ridge, S.D. and attended 
Haskill Indian School in Lawrence, Kan. 

After earning an athletic scholarship to 
University of Kansas, he went on to participate in the 
1964 Olympic games in Tokyo, Japan. Billy went on 
to be the first American to win the gold medal in the 

10,000 meter run. 

Former Colorado Senator Ben Nighthorse 
Campbell then read a letter by President George W. 
Bush. The letter stated how proud he was of the games 
and wished everyone well. 


Team Florida entering Invesco Field. 
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Frank, also made a splash as a first year 
competitor and coach. He was originally slated to only 
coach, but had the opportunity to fill in as a replace- 
ment. As a result, Frank took home the silver medal in 
the senior prone division. From an athlete standpoint 
his goal was always clear. 

“You just go out and you try your best,” 
Frank said. “I’m grateful to the Tribe for allowing me 
a chance to go on this trip.” 

Team Florida rifle shooting also consisted of: 
Rhonda Roff, Kyle Henry and assistant coach Richard 
Henry. 

In the sport of archery another athlete who 
shined was Cheyenne Mclnturff, 15. The first time 
NAIG competitor of Immokalee, Florida made an 
impressive debut with a gold medal performance in 
the female midget traditional category. Coming into 


competition the goals were simple for Mclnturff. 

“I just wanted to do the best I could and rep- 
resent for Team Florida because I knew there weren’t 
very many people in Team Florida archery,” Mclnturff 
said. 

She explained that wanting to learn archery, 
along with her background growing up and Seminole 
heritage were all part of the decision to compete. 

Twice a week practices for a three month period were 
part of her routine. She admits however, that she defi- 
nitely did not expect to do as well as she did. 

“It’s cool, to get gold, and go home with the 
gold. Knowing that there are seniors and older people 
on Team Florida, that I got gold and they didn’t,” 
Mclnturff said. 

She now has her eyes on the next NAIG. 

“I plan on coming to the next games for sure, 
and keeping it up,” she said. 

Mclnturff’ s other teammates on Team Florida 
archery included: Danette Bowers, tied for bronze in 


the female senior traditional, but lost on points, Jack 
Turtle and Don Osceola. The coaching staff was: head 
coach John Waterhouse and assistant Steve Young. 

Tae Kwon Do was also represented very well 
by the Frank brothers of Lakeland, Fla., Aaron, Nick 
and Kevin. The three came away with four medals. 

Aaron received a silver in the sparing divi- 
sion and bronze in the Poomes, or non-combat/form- 
pattem fighting, division. Brothers Nick and Kevin 
received bronze in the sparing division. Coach Ryon 
Frederick has been teaching and training the brothers 
over a year. The former junior and national champion 
was very confident in the brother’s medal potential. 

“They brought the talent and ability to the 
competition, as well as sportsmanship,” Frederick 
said. 

The hard work behind the scenes was also 
important in the success of the games. Assistant Chef 
de Mission Peggie Reynolds felt the performances sur- 
passed all expectations coming in because of the short 


71 days of preparation. 

“It’s fantastic that we did as well as we did,” 
Reynolds said. “Everybody pitched in and did what 
they needed to do.” 

Reynolds was also impressed and surprised 
with the attention given to the youth in providing them 
an enjoyable experience. 

“We weren’t allowed to loose track of the fact 
that this was for the kids.” Reynolds said. “People tak- 
ing responsibility for their kids and their safety made 
it worthwhile. There was a lot of spirituality and pro- 
found purpose for the kids to shine.” 

All told, Team Florida 2006 won 10 medals; 
three gold, three silver and four bronze. This number 
is up six from 2002, when Team Florida won four 
total. 

NAIG 2008 will be held in Victoria Island, 
British Colombia, Canada. 












By Felix DoBosz 

DENVER, CO — “The Spirit, Strong, 
Brave, True,” was the rallying cry for the 2006 North 
American Indigenous Games (NAIG), which was a 
celebration of sports and culture in an Olympic style 
sporting event that was held from July 2-8, 2006. 

This grand event was sponsored and hosted 


Terri Hahn brings home the gold medal in Women’s Golf. 


by the Southern Ute and Ute Mountain Ute Tribes of 
Colorado. The Seminole Tribe of Florida also present- 
ed a check to the 2006 North American Indigenous 
Games committee in April. 

More than 7,000 Native Athletes from “Turtle ahead. 
Island,” which includes Canada and the U.S., partici- 
pated; this included 38 states and seven Canadian 
provinces. 

There was competition in 16 different sports 


Seminole Tribe, its kind a lost event; a lost sport; 
From our tribe only two track competitors are here 
competing, Aaron Billie and Alissa Dorgan from 
Brighton reservation, running in the 200 meter.” 

Aaron Billie finished the 5,000 meter race 
winded and sweating heavily but said chuckling. 

“I was wore out, the atmosphere is a killer, 
and that was my best time,” he said. 

When asked if he was ready for 
tomorrow’s tough 10,000 meter race, he 
said, “Not right now, I’ll see how I feel 
later.” 

The following day was the long 
10,000 race, but Billie’s knee was so sore 
after the first race he could not n 
feeling extreme pain in his knee. 

Alissa Dorgan, 13, felt no pres- 
sure in her race and was glad that her 200 
meter run was finally over. Although dis- 
appointed with her performance, and nurs- 
ing a sore leg after the race, she said she 
was happy that she participated and com- 
pleted her track event. 

Basketball events : Team Florida 
was well repre- 
sented from the 
performances of 
the boys 14-15 
year old team. 

Coaches Eddie 
and Gloria Redd 
had their team 
ready for a morn- 
ing of heavy 
competition 
— against an out- 
standing basket- 
ball team from the great state 
of South Dakota. In this tight 
game the half time score was 
19 to 12 with South Dakota 


medal,” he said. “In the first half of 
the game we had some let downs from 
the kids but they really wanted it. 

They played hard but got worn down 
early, I still wouldn’t do anything dif- 
ferent though, we would play like we 
played but we would stop more shots, 
we weren’t contesting none of their 
shots from the three point, we knew 
before going in there that they were 
three point shooters and I told them 
[the players] to stay in their face, it 
was a good game. A couple of kids 
were let down just a little bit, they 
without wanted it so bad.” 

When the coach was asked if 
the kids were tired from the earlier 
game they had played that day Coach 
Redd said: “No, that wasn’t a factor, 
the kids were ready, and the kids 
wanted it really bad they never come 
to this level in the medal round so 
they wanted it real, real bad. They’re 
learning to come together and not depend on just one 
player, it’s the 


Waterhouse who is the coach, Don Osceola and 
Annette Bowers, we had Cheyenne Mclnturf who won 
a gold medal for the Archery team,” he said. 

Frank also acknowledged Tae Kwon Do 
Coach Mingo Jones his three-medal victory in sparing, 
impressed with a lot ^aron Frank took home a silver, Nick Brown won a 
r>f Tirk tn opt this bronze and Kevin Frank took home a bronze. Baron 
also took the bronze in forms. 


whole team, they 
did great, they did 
excellent, I was 


Coach Eddie Redd 
talked to his team during the 
break, telling them this is 
what they have been working 
hard to get to the all 


Tyler Harjochee drives to the basket. 


of kids to get this 
far. It’s a building 
process, next year 
we’ll be back at 
them, no let 
downs.” 

Golfing 
Events: Lawrence 
and Max Osceola 
shared a golf cart at 
the Saddle Rock 
golf course for the 
seniors golfing 
tournament. Terry 
Hahn was proud to 
receive a gold 
medal for her 
excellent perform- 


Team Florida’s Aaron Billie and Alissa Dorgan. 


for youth between the ages of 13-19 and adults aged 
20 and older, all going for the chance to win a gold 
medal in their sporting event. Twenty-five sporting 
and cultural venues were set up around beautiful mile- 
high Denver, Colo, metro area for this weeklong 
event. Although some athletes and visitors had diffi- 
culty getting acclimated to the thin Rocky Mountain 
air, most adjusted as best they could for the sporting 


important medals round. The time clock displayed ance in the senior women’s golf tournament, 
three minutes and 50 seconds left in the second period Awards Banquet at the Adams Mark Hotel 

and the score was a tight 44-43 with the South Dakota and closing ceremonies: The outdoor closing ceremo- 
team staying on top. ny was marred only by the rainy afternoon weather, 

The teams battled back and forth with great but the excitement for the games was quite evident in 

efforts made by both 
young teams to the 
wildly enthusiastic 
audience shouting 
their never ending 
encouragement for 
their favorite players. 

At the end of the 
competitive game the 
score was heading 
into overtime at 46- 
46. 

These teams 
played hard with the 
focus on heavy 
defense while per- 
forming and execut- 
ing with precision 
from both sides of the 
court. The final score 
at the end of the nail 
biting five minute 
overtime period was 
South Dakota 52, 

Team Florida 53. 


Brighton Seminole wait patiently before opening ceremonies. 


competitions. 

Track & Field events: Aaron Billie, 48, a 
Hollywood reservation citizen and Housing depart- 
ment construction manager, competed in the 5,000 
meter race. Billie came in 19th place overall. 

Track coach John Jumper said: “The Air is a 
little thin here, and this is the first time Aaron has run 
in the Indigenous Games, its great accomplishment 
just to be here to compete with other Native American 
Tribes. This is good for the Seminole Tribe too, due to 
the fact that track & field is not a major priority in the 


Team Florida won this thrilling game by one point in 
overtime to make it to the next round for the gold 
medal competition. 

Everyone around Team Florida was happy for 
the players and coaches but there was little time to cel- 
ebrate this great victory. That very afternoon, Team 
Florida would have to play again, this time against a 
highly rated team from Washington State for the final 
gold medal. 

At half time the score was a lopsided 41-26 
with the Washington team running up and down the 
court almost at will. It appeared that the fight was 
taken out of the Team Florida from the earlier over- 
time win game they 
had briefly enjoyed a 
few hours earlier. 

Perhaps it was the fact 
that they ate a low 
quality fast food lunch 
in between games or 
possibly the stress of 
playing two big games 
only a few hours apart 
and with not enough 
time to rest in this 
Mile High City. 

The players 
and fans for Team 
Florida were under- 
standably very disap- 
pointed with the out- 
come of this final gold 
medal round, but they 
did manage to win sec- 
ond place and bring back 
the silver medals. 

Coach Eddie 
Redd said excitedly at 
the end of the game. 

“We just game 
together just to play, 
yeah, we came awful 
close to getting that gold 


Amy Johns competes in the Rifle Shooting. 


the spirit of the native teams that had gathered to cele- 
brate these sporting events. This was another great 
demonstration of native people’s unity and how 
spectacular sharing cultures and competitiveness 
brought the great tribes of together to make this a 
magnificent competitive event for all to enjoy. 

Joel M. Frank Sr., director of the Grant & 
Government Relations department, was master of 
ceremonies at the award dinner for the Florida 
Team. A delicious buffet style dinner was set up 
for invited guests to enjoy in the beautiful ball- 
room of the hotel. Frank congratulated everyone 
that was able to come and participate at NAIG. 

“You’ all did- 
n’t get medals, but 
that’s OK, you were 
able to participate and 
that’s the important 
thing,” Frank said. 

“We’re looking for- 
ward to having anoth- 
er team Florida for the 
2008 games if the 
council will approve, I 
think that the council 
is very pleased with 
the outcome of this pro- 
gram. 

He told the audi- 
ence that the Seminole 
Tribe “won three gold 
medals, we won three sil- 
ver medals and four 
bronze medals” for a total 
of 10 medals. 

“Amy Johns took 
home two medals gold and 
bronze, and Joe brought 
the silver; so we had all 
three in the rifle competi- 
tion. Congratulations to 
our rifle team. As far as 
Archery is concerned, John 


Pete Osceola Sr. helps distribute Team Florida 
apparel. 

In women’s golf, Terry Hahn took the gold. 

“We got a gold medal winner,” Frank said 
before congratulating Coach Eddie Redd for his hard 
work. 

Frank then called on Big Cypress Board 
Representative Paul Bowers Sr. to offer a few words 
of congratulations. Following Bowers, Tampa Liaison 
Richard Henry spoke to the gathered audience and 
offered his congratulations to all the competitors and 
support staff. 

“We’re looking forward to 2008, y’all are the 
best, and hope to see you then,” Henry said. 

Steven Bowers, liaison for the Governors 
Council on Indian affairs and Seminole Color Guard 
member said: “The other afternoon I saw the 13 to 14 
year old boys lose to team Washington, I told ‘em, I 
said, ‘Hold your head up high, because we never gone 
this far. You can go further just keep practicing, 
because the Seminole Tribe of Florida is in a position 
to back you,’ ” remember that. 

Frank also introduced Recreation department 
Coordinator Steve Young to warm applause from the 
audience. 

He said: “I just want to congratulate every- 
body on the fine week we’ve had at the Indigenous 


Wrestling team and coach, Kenny Bayon. 


Games, and our medal winners.” 

Young went on to thank others that helped 
organize and support these games for Team Florida 
with less than 71 days to prepare and train, like Peggie 
Reynolds and Pauline Good. 

That concluded the evening’s awards cere- 
monies with everyone chatting about what a great 
experience they enjoyed at the 2006 Denver NAIG 
games and looking forward to the 2008 games to be 
held in the beautiful Canadian province of British 
Columbia. 

The final results of the NAIG 2006 Team 
Florida are as follows: three gold medals, three silver 
medals and four bronze medals; for a total of 10 
medals. 




FIRST BANK 

OF INDIANTOWN 



OKALEE INDIAN VILLAGE 


(954) 797-5551 


"Serving our communities since I960" 

Your Hometown Bank 
Serving the Seminole Tribe for 9 Years 

You get friendly, personal service, and a full 
range of loan and deposit products, 
including: 

Auto Loans * Home Loans 
Personal and Business Checking, 
Savings, and Certificates of Deposit 

AND - You can bank online, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 
www.fboi.com 

tour Convenient Locations to Serve You 

M ain Office Palm City If ranch 

15588 S.W. Warfield Blvd. 2991 S.W. High Meadows Ave. 

P.O. Box .365 P.O. Box 545 

Indiantown, Florida 34956 Palm City, Florida 34991 
(772) 597 2181 (77 2) 283 6803 

Okeechobee H ranch Lakeport branch 

205 Fast North Park Slreel 1205 E. Stale Road 78, Bid};. A 
Okeechobee, Florida 34972 Lakeport, Florida 33471 
(863) 357 6880 (863) 946 0 1 20 


(a* 


=r tqu.il Housing I ender 


FDKS 





Wild life presentations for 
scheduled groups of 10 or more 


Cooking, woodwork basket 





weaving and dollmaking are 
demonstrated. 


Experience up close Florida 
Panthers, Macaws, Alligators, 
Fox, Racoons and River Otters. 


Seminole Arts a Crafts: 
Jewelry, clothing, woodwork 
and Seminole baskets 6L dolls 


Located at the Seminole Hard 
Rock Hotel Casino inside the 
Seminole Paradise 


5716 Semi note Way 
Hollywood, FL 33314 
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Vehicles For Sale 


Last 6 
of YIN 
435034 

Tear 

1994 

Nate 

Fbrd 

Model 

Club Waann Yan 

Mileage 

119,795 

Condition 
....... Pn«r 

Price Range 
$875.00 • $1,800.00 

B43043.. 

1996 

Ford Econnline E-ISO Van 

167.905 

Poor 

$663.00 - $1,490.00 

469658.. 

2000_. 

Ibrd 

Econoline E-350 Yan 

76.000 

.......Poor 

$3,865.00 - $6,070.00 

104747 .. 

1999— 

„Ford 

Crnm Victoria 

74,579 .. 

flair 

$1,665.00 - $3,420.00 

104748 .. 

1999 _. 

Ibrd 

Crown Victoria 

64,166 

Rir 

$1,865.00 • $3,620.00 

104749 .. 

1999 _ 

Ford 

Crown Victoria 

84,769 .. 

Fair 

$1,365.00 - $3,120.00 

137414.. 

_20M„. 

-Ibrd 

Cmwn Victoria 

77,476 

Good 

$5,355.00 • $8240.00 


Diego Orozco - (954) 966-6300 Ext. 1216 
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Marooneo 

Chevrolet 


On Pines/Hollywood Blvd 

Just West of University Drive 


Maroone 


On Select Models. 


AVAILABLE OPTIONS: 

Leather, Tri-Fold Sofa Bed, OnStar, CD Changer, Surround Sound, Dual Entry Doors, 
Ground Effects Packages, 20" Wheels & Much More. 


TOR CAREER OPPORTUNITIES in 
SALES, SERVICE and MANAGEMENT 


STORE HOURS: MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM • 9PM • SATURDAY 9AM- 8PM SUNDAY 11AM-6PM • SERVICE HOURS: MONDAY ■ FRIDAY 7AM-7PM • SATURDAY 7AM-5PM 


•NUNfci BACK awwmtt BASUJ DU 3 UWS/150 HITS. MHIIMfcCtft CQUtS fBKt SONt RISIHICIOMS KAY VW. 5E£ SICflt K* OtMJLS. tOI MUST PHtSWI IMIS AD Al I Wt Of PUtlHASl 10 RttlsYl THtSt 5TOIA. HULLS. 0U18S COOC C« MI t » I'UBUCWIUM UMU UHtfSS OTHtKHrSt SI-MID Atfttm IStD PBC15 MOI 
tffUCAM TO IXTCflTDl PP.CC LIASE DKLLCC. 511 KALE TCC DCTAh.1 MOT RIS/CKSCLI TOR TWMRtflllDU. SEFCCi PCTLCES ARO TOE iLL'JSTCATIOM PLCPOSCS OHIO. ■fiHOSTOCSTDlS ’ fPARHl JPJ USED BY PCEVIS5I0H OT Mi OOLDDl TMC I VISE i MTOQU MUSIC. ALL BIS ITS nESDlVE. CI996 2006 AilTDMATCW INC. 







The Seminole Tribune 


25 


August 11, 2006 


Hard Rock, Etc. Hosts ‘Champion’ Boxing Match 

Champion is Part of. ESPNs Friday Night Fights Series 



Sultan Ibragimov (left) tries to dodge a strong right 
cross from Ray Austin (right). 


By Chris Jenkins 

HOLLYWOOD -As the old saying 
goes, hard work pays off. On July 28, Warriors 
Boxing and Promotions, Golden Grain 
Promotions, Sampson Lewkowicz, and the 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino hosted a 
championship boxing 
card entitled simply, 

Champion. Two of 
the heavyweight divi- 
sions’ strongest con- 
tenders tested this 
belief. Six other 
action packed bouts 
were also part of the 
national ESPN2 
Friday Night Fights 
coverage. 

In hopes of a 
future shot at the 
International Boxing 
Federation (IBF) title, 

Warriors fifth ranked 
contender, Sultan 
“The Russian 
Bomber” Ibragimov 
(19-0, 16KOs) 
squared off against 
Golden Grains’ num- 
ber two ranked con- 
tender, Ray “The 
Rainman” Austin (24- 
3-3, 16KOs). In this 
eliminator bout the 
winner would take 
on current IBF 
champion Wladimir 
Klitschko. 

The road to 
glory was a good one 
for both prior to their 
match up. Ibragimov 
rode the wave of his 
biggest win to date 
in a seventh round 
TKO versus fellow 
Warriors’ boxer, 

Lance Whitaker at 
the Hard Rock last 
December. Austin 
had the momentum 
of a 12 fight winning 
streak dating back to 
2001, including an 
April win by TKO 
against Jeremy Bates. 

The showdown resulted in a fight filled 
with exciting moments and a controversial draw 
decision, although Ibragimov looked to be con- 
trolling the fight throughout. Round four saw 
Ibragimov use some strong combinations man- 
aging to catch Austin with a crushing right to 
his left temple sending the six-foot-six mountain 


to the mat. 

Austin would get his revenge in the 
10th, with a little controversy attached. Late in 
the round, an overhand left and a little extra 
pull, saw Ibragimov go down. Despite the deci- 
sion, Ibragimov still has hopes and aspirations 
of winning a champi- 


Leon Margules said he was very unhappy with versus the number three contender in the IBF, 
the decision. Calvin Brock. 

“I’m upset about it, and I think Sultan Other bouts on the venue included 

won the fight, Margules said. “I thought Sultan Eylon Keden and Angel Luis Torres in a draw in 
didn’t have the best performance of his career, four rounds among featherweights. Richard 
but he definitely won that fight.” Abril moved to 5-0 versus Flua Lawson in a 

Margules said he plans to submit a for- first round KO in junior welterweights, Randall 

Bailey over Russell 
Stoner Jones in four 
rounds of another 
junior welterweight 
tilt. Samuel Miller 
remained undefeat- 
ed in a unanimous 
decision win over 
Jason Naugler in 
eight rounds in the 
middleweight divi- 
sion. Jameson 
Bostic beat Felix 
Cepeda in six 
rounds by majority 
decision in another 
middleweight 
match-up. Finally, 


Samuel Miller gives a quick right jab through Jason 
Naugler’s gloves to the head. 


Samuel Miller is declared the winner in a hard 
fought bout versus Jason Naugler. 



Sultan Ibragimov and Ray Austin get into the swing 
of things and battle through 12 grueling rounds. 


onship. Coming i 
explamed that th< 


in he 


Richard Abril (right) launches a left jab o 
Lawson (right). 


American boxing 
scene is the best. 

“It would mean a lot to become heavy- 
weight champion because America is where the 
best fighters are,” Ibragimov said. 

Executive Director of Warriors Boxing 


mal letter of com- 
plaint to IBF offi- 
cials. Ibragimov’s 

quest for the IBF title facing the winner of 
Klitschko versus Shannon Briggs, this 
November, remains on hold. Either an 
Ibragimov- Austin rematch will take place in 
November or December, or a possible match up 


ing to 2-0 over 
Jesse Francisico in 
a first round KO of 
junior mid- 
dleweights. 

The Tribal 
Council showed 
their support and 
enjoyed the action 
as well. Chairman 
Mitchell Cypress, 
Big Cypress 
Representative 
David Cypress, 

Fort Pierce Liaison 
Sally Tommie and 
Big Cypress Board 
Representative 
Paul Bowers were 
in attendance. 

The 

celebrity scene 
included legendary 
boxing trainer 
Angelo Dundee. 
Well known past 
and former cham- 
pions including 
welterweight Vernon Forest, light heavyweight 
Glen Johnson, heavyweight Shannon Briggs and 
heavyweight Gerry Cooney all made appear- 
ances. 

The next action set for the Hard Rock is 
scheduled for October. 
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For All Events Call: 

(305) 444-TIXX (8499) (800) 881-8499 
KtejUis at: www.preferredultimate.com 

Happy with our Entertainment Service? 
Try our Full Travel Service 

Cruises • Hotels • Airlines 

305-445-6566 or (866)445-6566 
Visit us at: www.preferredultimatetravel.com 


Upcoming Events: 

Ozzfest 

Hank Williams Jr. 

Poison /Cinderella 
311 

Toby Keith 
Chris Brown & Ne-Yo 
Shakira 

Korn / Deftones 
Santana 
Dixie Chicks 
Greg Allman 
Doobie Brothers 
Gigantour 
Jeff Back 

Counting Crows / Goo Goo Dolls 
Miami Dolphins 
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Conference closed with recovery countdown. 



Benny Antone interacted with kids at pool. 


Judy Weeks 



Eric Bricker and Suzanne Davis on an early morning walk. 


Judy Weeks 



Delores Alarez and Mark Billie react to presentation. 


Judy Weeks 




Tribal citizens at the Wellness Conference donned costumes for party. 





* Wellness 

Continued from page 1 


individual, but the whole family 
are affected. You cannot control 
the lives of others, but by control- 
ling yours, you can affect theirs in 
a positive manner. 

Mike Lewandowski 
brought his message all the way 
from Kalmazoo, Mich. Being an 
addict and involved in recovery 
programs for numerous years, he 
is well qualified to say that all 
addiction is a mental health prob- 
lem. Working on this premise, he 
did an in depth study of the 
Twelve Step program. Injecting 


ties had a long, eager waiting list. 

Beginning at 5:30 p.m., organized 
sports and pool activities awaited the con- 
ference attendees before they gathered in 
the dining hall for a gourmet meal. 

Fitness Director Vickie 
Barogiannis said, “It is our goal to help 
you establish a physical regime that is both 
safe and healthy so as to enhance your 
lifestyle. Becoming unfit does not happen 

overnight nor does achieving your new fit- . . „ _ 

ness goals. It takes both time and work, but personal experiences and humor 
the rewards are limitless.” 

Quoting Charles Buxton, she said, 

“You will never find time for anything. 

You must make it.” 

Tables had been set up in the 
entry hall and were manned daily by mem- 
bers of Family Services, Health and 
Nutrition departments. They distributed 
brochures, healthy snacks, conference 
memorabilia and good advice daily. 

Wellness is not just a personal thing, but a 
community effort and it is the Seminole 
Tribe’s goal to assist its members in 
obtaining the rewards of their hard work 
toward a better lifestyle. 

The conference got underway on 
the morning of July 17 with opening cere- 
monies. Several Tribal dignitaries took 
advantage of this opportunity to express 
their support to those individuals in recov- 
ery and those who are making an effort to 


Movie characters brought joy to kids of all ages. 


build stronger minds and bodies. Healthy 
individuals become members of strong 
families and the ultimate result is the 
Seminoles Stand Strong. 

Addressing the group were: 
Chairman Mitchell Cypress, 
President/Vice-Chairman Moses 
Osceola, Brighton Council 
Representative Andrew Bowers, BC 
Council Representative David 
Cypress, Hollywood Council 
Representative Max Osceola and 
Trial Liaison William Osceola. 

A diverse group of very 
well qualified speakers had been 
assembled to complete the week 
long schedule. Conference partici- 
pants recognized many familiar 
faces and welcomed new additions 
to the program. Helene Buster made 
opening remarks 

“I thank my creator for 
every day and take one day at a 
time,” she said. “Think, think, think! 
Whatever works for you is the path 
for you to take; whether it is Twelve 
Steps, NAA, Church, Indian 
Medicine, Rehab or so many other 
options. Remember, testimony is 
powerful. Participate and reap the 
rewards.” 

A very dynamic speaker, 

Clayton Small, had returned to share 
his personal triumphs and motivate 
his audiences. His subjects were 
personal healing, codependency and 
relationships. A Northern Cheyenne, 
who was raised on a reservation, he 
had experienced first hand many of 
the same situations and challenges 
experienced by his captive listeners. 

Small is a very animated 
speaker and invites audience partici- 
pation. Drawing upon volunteers, he 
energizes the room with dancing, 
chanting, invoking laughter and 
reaching out to the individuals. His 
method includes such topics as conditioned 
behavior and breaking cycles. Regardless 
of the type of addiction: alcohol, drugs, 
eating disorders or financial, not just the 


into his presentations, he held a 
captive audience. 

The group graciously 
welcomed back the lovely and tal- 
ented Denise Alley. Having partic- 
ipated in several conferences in 
the past few years, she has 
become an old friend with a 
familiar, but interesting message. 

Her subjects included forgiving 
and letting go as well as dealing 
with guilt and shame. However, 
she did not limit herself to these 
topics. Her message stresses per- 
sonal well being, self-respect and 
a balanced, happy life style that 
can only be achieved if we unload 
our burdens and move on with our 
lives. 

Alley’s son, Ben Antone, travels 
with her. Over the years the conference 
participants have 
slowly watched him 
grow up before 
their eyes. He has 
developed quite a 
connection with the 
younger set as he 
enjoyed their com- 
pany in the pool 
and other activities 
in the past years. 

Following 
high school gradua- 
tion, he is now 
counseling and has 
become a role 
model for the youth 
program. A very 
talented dancer, he 
uses his abilities to 
captivate his audi- 
ence and deliver 
his message. The 
youngsters adore 

him and hang upon 

his every word. 

A member of the Lakota Sioux 
Tribe, Chani Phillips hails from Yakima, 
Wash. Dealing with the very sensitive topic 
of domestic violence, she first established 


Judy Weel 

Clayton Small introduces his daughter at confer- 
ence. 


the types of abuse and then their affect on 
not just the victim, but the entire family 
and community. She told stories from her 
own Tribal heritage to establish the solu- 


Judy Weel 

(L-R ) Harold Baxley dressed as “Tonto” and 
Martin Gopher is “The Lone Ranger.” 


tion to the problem, which is a no toler- 
ance policy. You must break the cycle to 
become a survivor and this will lead to 
becoming a thriver. 

Suzanne Davis from the Allied 
Health department tackled the difficult 
subject of healthy beginnings. Beginning 
with preconception, conception, nutrition 
which includes diabetes, and finally the 
healthy birth of the next generation, she 
covered all aspects of the subject very pro- 
fessionally. 

Unfortunately, it was necessary 
for her to dwell on Fetal Alcohol 
Syndrome and pre-natal addictions. 
However, the end result was a very inform- 
ative and rewarding presentation, which 
should be taken to heart to insure a bright 
future for the Seminole Tribe. 

Beth Moriang joined Davis in a 
very innovative health presentation which 
included a game of Jeopardy®. Dividing 
the room into two teams, there was full 
audience participation. A lively game 
ensued in which some veiy difficult health 
question and topics were introduced and it 
was amazing how well informed the partic- 
ipants were on a variety of subjects; partic- 
ularly diabetes and the food pyramid. 
Everyone enjoyed the game and would 
have welcomed a rematch. 

Marlin Farley tackled the men’s 
group on forgiving and letting go in 
order to develop a whole, healthy human 
being equipped to meet the challenges of 
daily life and become a survivor rather 
than an aggressor or victim. His second 
topic, aftercare, was the logical progres- 
sion of the same subject and expounded 
on winning the daily battles to achieve 
the ultimate goal. 

The abuse, dependency and 
treatment for methamphetamine is Dr. 
Robert Perkinson’s expertise. Coming 
from a very dysfunctional family, he 
grew up with a speech impediment of 
stuttering, low self-esteem and followed 
the road to drug dependency. Beating 
overwhelming odds, he has acquired 
several degrees and is currently the clini- 
cal director of the well-known Keystone 
Treatment Center. 

“If you’re an addict and shake 
your family tree, drunks will fall out,” 
Perkinson said. “God changes the world 
one person at a time and it is never too 
late to make the change.” 

Perkinson captivates his audi- 
ence by playing the guitar and singing as 
he delivers his message. 

Dealing with grief, guilt and 
shame are things which Larry Long is 
well equipped to tackle. Grief affects 
everyone at some time or another; 
whether it is the loss of a loved one 
because of death or the loss of a lifestyle 
wasted. There are positive steps to over- 
come this suffocating situation and move 
on with your life. Shame and guilt carry 
the same burdens and healthy people 
must lay those burdens down. 

* Mary Baxley tacked the crip- 

pling disease of codependency. All too 
often families create the atmosphere that 
- allows addicts to function without realiz- 
ing their participation. The harm this 
causes is two fold. The addict has a way to 
continue down the road to destruction 
and the family is destroyed by all the 
inevitable side effects. Everyone’s life is 
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tom apart by the control they 
allow the addict to have over 
them. You must love yourself 
first, in order to make the right 
decisions and survive. 

An old friend 

returned in the form of Jerry 
Moe. He is a very animated 
and audience captivating 
speaker with a message for 
young and old that gives hope 
to every circumstance. This 
red haired, freckle faced man 
wins his way into your heart as 
you think of him as “Opie of 
Mayberry,” the down home 
boy of your dreams who expe- 
riences life as it comes his 
way. As he speaks he delivers 
a message of hope and recov- 
ery to everyone and promises a 
better life. 

Bringing a panel of 
Gamblers Anonymous with 
him, Rick Benson discussed 
the life destroying addiction of 
the runaway gambler. He 
stresses that he does not object 
to gambling for pleasure when 
you can afford it. But you 
must not let it control your 
life and destroy it along with 
the lives of those around you. 

Addictions Program 
Administrator Eric Baker gave 
a very informed presentation 
on street chugs. Describing the 
telltale signs of chug abuse, he 
explained the nature of the beast, how 
to recognize it and how to deal with it. 
The so-called club chugs can easily be 
slipped into your lives without your 
knowledge and the effects 


Louise Osceola, Elaine Aguilar, Delores Jumper in hotel 
lobby, ' 


Mental Health Counselor Basil 
Phillips opened with an invigorating piece 
of music and got right to the meat of his 
subject. 

“By honoring your elders and 
be devas- their values, you can honor yourself and 


Chani Phillips talks domestic abuse. 


Whether you are taking the chug 
willingly, have it forced upon you unsus- 
pectingly, or are a victim because of drug 
abuse by a loved one, everyone is a loser. 
You must learn to recognize the problem, 
seek help and find a solution. Your 
Family Services are waiting for your call 
and will assist you 24/seven, according to 
Benson. 

A very extraordinary individual 
appeared in the form of Don Bartlette. 
Bom with Fetal Alcohol Syndrome, a hair 
lip and cleft palate, he was cast aside by 
his family. In time he was rescued by a 
kind, wealthy woman who recognized his 
potential as a human being, but did not 
hand the world to him. She made him 
work for his own successes. 

Giving him jobs she provided 
him with food and clothing, but made him 
see that there is no free ride in this life. 
She encouraged his schooling and admon- 
ished him when he didn’t go or did poor- 
ly. She gave him the strength and deter- 
mination to fight for his own future. 

Not every Fetal Alcohol 
Syndrome story has a happy ending, but 
Bartlette can tell you that you must never 
give up. His benefactor saw him through 
seventeen surgeries and a psychology 
degree. It was a very rocky road with 
twists and turns along the way, but with 
her help he was able to find the strength 
to make the journey. 

Others can’t travel the road for 
you, this is a trip you must take, accord- 
ing to Bartlette. However, if you try hard 
enough, you will succeed on your own or 
someone else may recognize your poten- 
tial and give you a hand up. 


the future generations,” Phillips said. 

“The legacy they left for you is one that 
invokes pride and self-respect. Accept the 
will, be a role model for others and pass 
the legacy of your people along to your 


esteem. When you are physical- 
ly fit, you can perform your job 
better. When you have emotion- 
al stability you are in line for 
higher rewards both in the work 
place and your personal life. 
Education can help you learn to 
take control and make wise 
decisions that will affect your 
future and those around you. 

Food addiction has one 
bottom line-early death. Kay 
Sheppard invoked thought when 
she pointed out that food addic- 
tion not only can trigger dia- 
betes, but suicidal thoughts and 
fears, lost interest in others and 
your surroundings. Your self- 
esteem flies out the window and 
denial runs rampant. 

Using a slide show to 
enhance her presentation, she 
concluded by saying, “Recovery 
is a process, not any event. An 
event is fixed in time and 
unchangeable. A process is on 
going.” 

Family Services, under 
the direction of Helene Buster, 
put together a delightful skit 
which was entitled “Relapse! 
What Now?” This subject 
affects every family in some 
way because we are all part of 
the human experience that 
involves abuse, recovery, 

despair and hopefully triumph. 

If it is not in every household, it 
unfortunately dwells somewhere within 
our neighbors. The cast did a wonderful 
job of writing, producing and portraying 
the consequences of relapse. 

One of the most empowering 
parts of the conference took place each 
afternoon as individual speakers offered 
testimony and members of the audience 
volunteered their participation. Watching 
from the sidelines, one could not help but 
feel their pain and identify with their 
struggle. This is a very emotional event 
and invokes deep thought for everyone 
present. Through personal testimony, you 
not only see others more clearly but 
sometimes find the strength to delve into 
your own recesses and draw strength to 
make changes. 

On the afternoon of July 20 
everyone gathered in the conference room 
for a final review and the long awaited 
“sobriety countdown.” Helene Buster 
proudly announced that participants in the 
morning walk peaked with 70 fitness- 
minded people. She thanked everyone for 
their assistance in making the conference 
possible and reiterated how dependent 
she was on her staff who had given 100% 
to make it happen. 

Beginning the countdown for 
years of sobriety, the longest time was 32 
years. As Buster called out the years the 
individuals stepped forward and joined 
hands making a circle around the room. 
Total count was 375 years, eight months 
and 18 days. 

A tremendous amount of plan- 
ning went into this year’s youth agenda 
which was divided into two age groups. 
The four to seven year olds enjoyed the 
“sea life adventure,” which included story 
telling, crafts, songs, movies and super- 
vised pool activities. 


Youth group with motivational speaker. 


descendents. Through you the Seminole 
Tribe will prosper and survive.” 

Financial wellness walks hand in 
hand with physical and emotional well 
being. Nancy Lowery explained that atti- 
tudes toward money affect stress and self- 


The eight to 15 year olds joined 
in the fitness program and entertained 
speakers from the Allied Health depart- 
ment, Basil Phillips, Jerry Moe and Ben 
Antone. Afternoon activities included the 
Naples Zoo, charter fishing excursion, the 
movies and awesome games and swim- 
ming activities. 

Following each evening meal, 
there were AA meetings with Andy 
Buster, Gary and Allen Mclnturf. The 
women’s group held their own council 
with Linda Ling, Denise Alley and 
Yvonne Courtney. Culture classes with 
Amy Clay included the crafting of 
Seminole doll pins and beadwork. 

The culmination of a wonder- 
ful, productive week came on the 
evening July 20 when participants met 
in the ball room for the “Come As Your 
Favorite Star” party. Costumes ranged 
from Tonto and the Lone Ranger, 
Sesame Street, Shrek, Marilyn Monroe, 
Elvis and Snow White to a multitude of 
characters. The room was filled with 
jubilant partygoers who enjoyed a fan- 
tastic buffet, followed by an evening of 
dancing to a marvelous and very versa- 
tile band. 

The 13th Annual Seminole 
Wellness Conference is over but its 
affects will hopefully carry on through 
the coming year and have a positive 
lifetime reward for its participants. 


Dr. Parkinson played guitar to send his message. 



Audience participates in forgiving and letting go. 



Harold Baxley, Andy Buster, Mark Billie worked on conference. 


Judy Weeks 



Judy Weeks 

Ben Antone showing dance moves. 



Confrence was filled monday morning. 


Judy Weeks 
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Beach Fest 
2006 Celebrates 
Fun in the Sun 

Employee Appreciation 
Day is just a 
Summertime Groove 

By Felix DoBosz 

DANIA BEACH, FL — The festiv- 
ities started after 10 a.m. as another hot, hazy, 
humid day, which is typical for South 
Florida’s July weather. Upon arriving to the 
festivities on July 29 guests were greeted by 
the shimmering teal Atlantic Ocean on the 
east and phenomenal costumed stilt walkers 
at the front of the welcome stand. Greeted 
and serenaded by a wandering Jimmy Buffet 
look alike and sound alike guy and his tropi- 
cal painted guitar was a sign this was going 
to be a fun filled day. 

Smiling people waited in short, 
orderly lines getting their orange wrist bands 
put on. Guests yelled out their size prefer- 
ences before receiving beautiful beach bags 
filled with free gifts from the well-organized 
Tribal volunteers that did a heck of job keep- 
ing things cool. Gifts included a big red 
beach towel, beach ball, white hat, suntan 
lotion, T-shirt, water bottle and a personal 
battery fan, all with the Tribal Council logo 
emblazoned on them. 

Employees arrived with great 
expectations to a huge white tent pitched 
along the beach. The tent stood next to about 
100 wooden picnic tables stacked neatly in 
rows covered with burlap sacks. 

Young people of all ages lined up to 
get air brushed tattoos painted on different 
parts of their bodies. Others lined up for free 
caricature pictures from a talented artist to 
treasure the beach bash moment forever. 
Little kids were happy to get their faces 
painted with colorful butterflies and flowers 
from talented face painting clowns that also 
doubled making balloon animals for the kid- 
dies. 

Rock climbing was a fun experience 
for some older kids and several skill games 
along the portable midway next to the beach 
provided more wholesome entertainment. 
Some of the games included darts, crazy 
cans, baseball toss and milk bottles. There 
were canoes, kayaks and beach tricycles and 
fishing activities for guests to enjoy the water 
sports with their families on the each side of 
the beach. 

A tropical flavor was in the air as 
music poured out from a Caribbean steel 
drum playing that was not only relaxing but 
put everyone in a partying mood. There were 
more games to participate in, such as the 
limbo and hula-hoopin under the long white 
tent. The Jimmy Buffet impersonator gave a 
friendly performance of Buffet’s hit songs 
that everyone seemed glad to hear. 

The food line opened at 11:20 to 
great anticipation from the gathered crowd. 
The delicious beach food consisted of mouth 
watering baby back barbecue ribs and chick- 
en, with all the fixin’s, conch fritters and off 
course foot long hotdogs and hamburgers. 
Another food stand laid out chilled sliced 
watermelon and had a machine making fresh 
popcorn every few minutes. 

Joel M. Frank Sr., director of 
Government Formulations & Grant 
Relations, was asked about today’s beach 
bash turnout. 

“I think it’s fantastic,” he said. “I 
remember years ago we had smaller groups 
of celebrations for employees. Looking 
around now I see we have a huge amount of 
employees working hard for the Tribe. The 
vision of our Tribe’s leadership and commit- 
ment goes along with what makes it happen, 
finding good people dedicated to the sharing 
the same vision.” 

The weather changed rapidly 
around 1 p.m. The sky got cloudy and windy 
as a rain front moved in off the ocean 
towards the beach, trying to dampen the spir- 
it of the celebration. Some guests left the 
beach quickly as they saw lighting strikes 
nearby and sought refiige; others stayed and 
partied on. They hung around together under 
the big white tent playing games as the rain 
moved in for a heavy 20 minute downpour. 

As the rain stopped, people came 
out from under the tent into the fresh sun- 
shine. Guests continued to have fun and 
enjoyed the rest of the family activities with 
the professional game master getting people 
to get up and dance and share some more of 
the fun and games with happy co-workers 
and their families. 

“This is my first time going, I 
enjoyed it, the food was great and it was a 
great turnout,” Darline Buster, business man- 
ager for the Communications department 
said. “My family and I had fun with all the 
activities.” 



Felix DoBosz 

The rock climbing wall was both fun and good exercise. 



Felix DoBosz 

Caricature artists were happy to do portraits for employees and guests. 




Felix DoBosz 

Whitey Richardson from Buildings & Grounds and Joyce. 



Felix DoBosz 

Kids and adults alike enjoyed crusin the waters on these bikes. 



The Hula hooping contests drew out some fierce competition. 



Melissa Sherman 

(L-R) Belkys Bueno and Judy Parks of the Dental Office take a break 
from the fun. 
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Felix DoBosz 

Many of the youngsters took advantage of the temporary tattoo station. 


Felix DoBosz 

Making it look easy in the Hula hooping area, under the big white tent. 


Balloon artists shaped creations of all types. 


Felix DoBosz 

This temporary tattoo artist gets to work creating a masterpiece. 


Felix DoBosz 

“Jimmy Buffet” entertained the crowd. 


Melissa Sherman 

JD Huggins spent time kayaking. 


Shawna, Bradley, and Alyssa O'Kane were all smiles. 


Felix DoBosz 

Good Valaquez from IT smiles and waves. 


Felix DoBosz 

There was lots of entertainment at the Beach Fest, such as these clowns. 


Melissa Sherman 

Shana and daughter Alani Frank. 


Nikki Derienzo with her baby Lexis doing the limbo. 
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News From Indian Country 


Casino 


Largest Fundraiser for 
American Indian Education 

American Spirit Award Dinner Honors Tribal 
Chairman Maurice Lyons 


Submitted by Heather Dower, Council 
of Energy Resources Tribes 

DENVER, CO — On July 16 
the Denver-based Council of Energy 
Resource Tribes (CERT), a consortium of 
56 

American 
and 

Canadian 
Indian 
Tribes, 
and the 
Saginaw 
Chippewa 
Indian 
Tribe 

announced 
where the 
American 
Spirit 
Award 
Dinner 
2006 will 
be held. 

The din- 
ner, a lead- 
ing 

fundraiser 
for Indian 

education, will be hosted by the Saginaw 
Chippewa Tribe at their Soaring Eagle 
Casino & Resort on Aug. 8. 

The dinner is part of a two-day 
Indian Energy Solutions conference 
focusing the opportunities of the Tribal 
Indian Energy and Self-Determination 
Act Indian Tribal Energy Development 
and Self-Determination Act of 2005 
(Title V). The conference will also out- 
line how appropriations for the act facili- 
tate partnerships between Tribes, govern- 
ment and industry. This allows for over- 
coming barriers toward addressing Tribal 
needs and the U.S. goal for increased 
energy production. 

Tribal representatives nation- 
wide, energy industry officials, state and 
federal elected leaders, and press are 
expected to attend. 

The conference and the dinner 
celebrate the growing cooperative rela- 
tionship between industry and American 
Indian Tribes,” said A. David Lester, 
CERT executive director. “The dinner 
itself was conceived 30 years ago as a 
prestigious event, hosted by Indian lead- 
ers, to further Indian education goals. 

This concept has gone on to assist hun- 
dreds of Indian students and promises to 


provide assistance for thousands more.” 

Nearly $6 million has been 
raised for CERT education programs 
through the American Spirit Award 
Dinner. 

This 

year’s dinner 
will present the 
prestigious 
American Spirit 
Award to 
Maurice Lyons, 
Tribal Chairman 
of the Morongo 
Band of Mission 
Indians. For the 
first time in 
2005, the 
American Spirit 
Award Dinner 
and Indian 
Energy 
Solutions 
Conference 
were held on 
Tribal land, 
made possible 
by the generosi- 
ty of the 

Morongo Nation. 

CERT member-Tribes maintain 
complete management of their valuable 
resources. Tribes participate in all aspects 
of managing their resources - from nego- 
tiating agreements, protecting the envi- 
ronment, realizing the value of water and 
other resources to verifying revenue pay- 
ments. 

“The Council of Energy 
Resource Tribes (CERT) was founded in 
1975 by 25 energy resource owning 
American Indian tribes who believed 
they could chart a new course of tribal 
development that would address Tribal 
priorities and values while contributing 
to a more secure energy future for all 
Americans,” said Lester. “Since the 
inception of CERT, Tribal leaders have 
dramatically restructured the federal- 
Indian relationship regarding mineral 
development on Indian lands and have 
forged alliances and partnerships with 
industry.” 

The Council of Energy Resource 
Tribes can be reached at (303) 282-7576, 
faxed at (303) 282-7584 or mailed to 695 
S. Colorado Blvd, S-10 Denver, Colo. 
80246. To inquire about event sponsor- 
ships, please visit www.certredearth.com. 



Local Support Sustains 
Native Law Clerk Program 


Submitted by the Native American 
Rights Fund 

BOULDER, CO The Native 
American Rights Fund (NARF) 
announced on July 27 that its summer 
law clerk program was a success. This is 
all thanks to a gift of $12,000 from the 
University of Denver Sturm College of 
Law (DU) and the law firm of Lindquist 
& Vennum, PLLR The gift sponsored the 
cost of two law clerk positions for 
NARF’s 2006 Summer Law Clerk 
Program. 

NARF relies on its law clerks to 
assist in achieving its mission of defend- 
ing the most important rights of Indian 
tribes and individuals through legal 
advocacy within the limit of available 
resources. Furthermore, NARF is com- 
mitted to the professional development 
of new attorneys in the field of Indian 
law. Each year the organization conducts 
a nationwide search for law school stu- 
dents to participate in its clerkship and 
internship programs in all three of its 
offices. 

The NARF summer law clerk- 
ship is a 10-12 week program for stu- 
dents who have completed their second 
year of law school. 

“This past fall the Summer 
Clerk Program was in jeopardy due to 
budget constraints,” said NARF attorney 


and clerk program supervisor, David 
Gover. “Without support from DU and 
Lindquist & Vennum the program would 
have been severely limited if it occurred 
at all. We are grateful for their support 
and have secured top notch law clerks 
for this summer’s program. We look for- 
ward to continue working with DU and 
Lindquist & Vennum in the future.” 

This year’s Lindquist & 

Vennum Native American Rights Fund 
clerk is Molly Barnett and the University 
of Denver Native American Rights Fund 
clerk is Amy Bowers (Yurok). Both are 
third year law students at the University 
of Denver, Sturm College of Law. NARF 
summer clerks also include Karol Dixon 
(University of New Mexico), Eric 
Stegman (University of California Los 
Angeles) and Natasha Singh (University 
of Washington). 

“We are thrilled that Amy, 

Molly and future DU Sturm College of 
Law students will have the opportunity 
to work with a premiere organization 
such as NARF,” said Tim Henderson, 
DU’s assistant dean of career develop- 
ment. 

To leam more about NARF and 
its programs or to make a contribution 
contact David Gover at (303) 447-8760 
or visit www.narf.org. 


Call for Entries: 10th Annual Native 
Film & Video Festival 


Submitted by ECSIUT 

COLUMBIA, SC — Eastern 
Cherokee, Southern Iroquois & United 
Tribes (ECSIUT) of South Carolina is 
calling for 
entries to their 
successful annu- 
al Film Festival. 

ECSIUT will 
once again bring images, stories, docu- 
mentaries and dramatic feature films in 
celebration of National Native American 
Indian Heritage Month to the audiences 
of the Southeastern U.S. 

On Nov. 1-5 ECSIUT and the 
Columbia Film Society of South Carolina 
will once again bring images, stories, 
documentaries and dramatic feature films 
in celebration of National Native 
American Indian Heritage Month. 

“We are a non-profit organiza- 


tion that feels this is important.... We have 
been successful getting new independent 
Native American and Indigenous 
Filmmakers and movies to new audi- 
ences,” said 
the Film 
Festival’s 
Founder and 
Coordinator 

Dr. Will Moreau Goins. 

For an application or more 
information contact: ECSIUT, Film 
Festival of Southeastern USA, P.O. Box 
7062, Columbia, S.C., 29202, (803) 699- 
0446, taygoinres@aol.com, Attn: Dr. Will 
Moreau Goins, film festival 
coordinator/presenter. 

To get application form for sub- 
mission with film/video VHS preview go 
to the website, http://www.cherokeesof- 
southcarohna.com. 


Deadline for submissions is 
September 19 


Casino Hosts Talent Show Semi-Finals 



By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — No guts, no 
glory, it is said. Well, 13 Brighton 
Seminole Casino employees had the guts 
to perform live on stage and compete in 
the employee talent show semi-finals on 
July 10. It was their big chance to go for 
the glory. 

They were competing against 
each other for the ultimate thrill to perform 
at the magnificent Hard Rock Live in the 
Second Annual Employee Talent Show in 
August. The annual talent show semi-finals 
and finals are sponsored by the Human 
Resources Department of Seminole 
Gaming, Inc. 

Only one talent or act at the 
Brighton semi-finals could be selected to 
go forward to the finals where they will 
compete against the top talent from 
Hollywood, Tampa, Coconut Creek and 
Immokalee. 

“It takes courage to get up on that 
stage,” said Brighton Seminole Casino’s 
General Manager, Marti Johns, who 
emceed this year’s 2006 semi-finals. 

He didn’t miss the chance to 
remind the audience that Brighton 


Seminole Casino had the 
best talent in 2005. 

“We’re little, 
but we’re loud,” Johns 
told the crowd. 

“Brighton Seminole 
Casino is the little guy 
on the block and we got 
them. It still gives me 
chills.” 

Employee 

Montie Spivey, a singing 
sensation, won the semi- 
finals at Brighton in 
2005 and went on to 
sweep the finals at the 
Hard Rock Live. He was 
rewarded with a cash 
prize and brought home 
the glory to the employ- 
ees at Brighton 
Seminole Casino. 

To warm up the 
audience at this year’s 
semi-finals, Spivey was 
asked to sing last year’s 
winning song, “Dream 
On.” He belted out the 
Aerosmith song from the 
specially lighted stage 
that was erected in the 
darkened Bingo Hall for 
the event. 

Other Brighton 
Tribal employees were 
in attendance and a dinner was served to 
an appreciative audience. Everyone enthu- 
siastically gave the nerv- 
ous performers lots of 
whistles, cheers and 
applause. 

Who knew all 
that talent was hiding 
under one roof? 

Performers 

Jessie O’Neill, Shylunda 
Augustine, Montie 
Spivey, Christy Harden 
and Roxanne Tate all 
sang songs in the 
petition. Dottie Wilson 
and Mark Lemley 
played an instrument 
and sang. Zacahri 
Jennings played the 
piano, and a band called 
the “Poker Posse” per- 
formed. 

The Posse 

prised employees who 
all work in the poker 
room including Brian 
Wright who played the 


keyboard, David Stiles, lead guitar, Mark 
Lemley who sang the vocal and played 
rhythm guitar and Dottie Wilson who also 
played rhythm guitar. 

In between the acts there were 
drawings for prizes and Marti Johns, with 
his usual sense of humor, cracked jokes so 
it was a fun night for these employees who 
had the opportunity to party together. 

The judging of the acts was per- 
formed by special guests who were asked 
to score the competitors on their originali- 
ty, poise, physical appearance, stage pres- 
ence, creativity, overall impression and tal- 
ent. Judges were professional musician 
Reese Thomas, WOKC/WAFC Account 
Executive K.C. Kelly and the Brighton 
Chairman’s Assistant Jo Leigh Jumper. 

Their top choice for first place 
was once again, Montie Spivey. Spivey 
won the semi-finals prize but since he won 
last year’s employee talent show at Hard 
Rock Live, he was not allowed to perform 
again the following year in the finals. That 
leaves the job of representing Brighton at 
the finals to first runner-up Jessie O’Neill. 
Second place was awarded to Poker Posse 
and third place went to Mark Lemley. 

Kim Johns, director of Human 
Resources at Brighton Seminole Casino, 
was responsible for organizing the event 
which she did superbly with the help of her 
volunteer committee that included Erika 
Harvey, MacKenzie Johns, Jan Sutton, 

Pam Arnold, Mark Lemley and Charlotte 
Burgis. 
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Bon Jovi’s members pose with Gaming CEO James Allen (left). Chairman Cypress (third from left) and other lucky fans. 


Bon Jovi Keeps It Real at the Hard Rock Live 



By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD — Bon 

Jovi fans came out to the Hard 
Rock Live early for this nearly 
sold out show on July 10. The 
only tickets available at the box 
office for this internationally 
popular rock group were priced 
at $300. 

A local band that won a 
battle of the bands contest 
received the honor of opening for 
Bon Jovi. They played their 
hearts out for nearly a half hour 
with some rocking down home 
music that got fans screaming for 
more. Bon Jovi in the meantime, 
was backstage doing a meet and 
greet with VIP’s such as 
Chairman Mitchell Cypress and 
CEO of Seminole Gaming James 
Allen and friends. 

The evening’s headlin- 
er’s got off to a great start playing 
their well known pop hits to the 
enthusiastic support from their legion of 
fans gathered to hear classic hard rocking 
sounds. 

Jon Bon Jovi, 44, fronts the band 
and plays vocals, guitar, keyboards, and 
harmonica; Richie Sambora plays lead gui- 
tar; David Bryan is on keyboards and 


vocals; and Hector “Tico” Torres pounding 
master drummer; and Hugh McDonald on 
bass guitar and vocals, make up Bon Jovi. 
They have continuously performed for 
more than 20 years with great appeal from 
their music rock fans in large stadiums and 
small arenas. 

In a recent article, The Chicago 


Sun-Times quoted Jon Bon Jovi 
saying: “Our band has lasted so 
long because we are friends first 
and foremost and we truly do like 
each other’s company,” Bon Jovi 
says. “You don’t necessarily have 
to be friends offstage to have a 
successful band, but that’s how it 
is with us. There’s mutual respect 
and a definite hierarchy. Everyone 
knows where they fit in and no 
’s ego gets in the way. That 
really just comes with age, time 
and experience. And respect.” 
According to 

wikipedia.com, the free online 
encyclopedia, “Bon Jovi has sold 
more than 33 million albums in the 
United States, and over 100 mil- 
lion albums worldwide, and has 
played live concerts in major cities 
in Asia, Europe, Australia, Canada, 
and South America, in addition to a 
large number of cities in the U.S.” 
Some of the big hits that 
have made them famous are rock staples 
such as: “You give Love a Bad Name,” 
“Wanted Dead or Alive,” “Livin’ on a 
Prayer,” “Bad Medcine,” “I’ll Be there for 
You” and “It’s My Life;” just to name a 
few. 
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Happy Birthday 


Poems 



Happy 4th birthday to my big 
girl, Jalycia F. Billie- Valdez. I remember 
when you were just a baby and started pre- 
school; now you’re turning four and gradu- 
ated from there. I’m going to miss you not 
being in pre- 
school any- 
more, but I 
hope you have 
fun at your 
big new 
school. We’ll 
be there every 
step of the 
way. We love 
you. 

Love, 

Janie 
(Mom), little 
bro Javian 
Cypress and 
little sis 
Jay lee 
Cypress 


Happy 13th birthday Tana 
Wind on Aug. 27. We love you with all 
our hearts. Love and best wishes! 

Love, 

Grandma Bear, Aunt Mary, 
Mark and Dayne 



Happy 
1st birthday to 

my lil baby girl, 
Jaylee U. 
Cypress. I can’t 
believe you’re 
turning one. It 
feels like I just 
brought you 
home. Well girl, 
you need to slow 
down on grow- 
ing up; I want 
you to stay a 
baby, just a little 
bit longer. I 
enjoy seeing you 



crawling all 
over the place, 
you look funny. 
Either way, we 
still love you. 
Happy birthday! 

Love, 

Janie 
(Mom), little 
brother Javian 
Cypress and 
big sister 
Jalycia Billie- 
Valdez 




Happy birthday wishes to 
Rachel Billie and Mitch Osceola on Aug. 
3 and 4. Mai-Kai stage again? 

With love, 

Steve O. and Jackie T. 


Happy 7th birthday to our 
“Bink,” Amaya Elle Baxley, Bird clan. 

We all love you and want your day to be as 
special as you are. 

Love, 

Dad Luke Baxley Sr., Mom 
Janine Cypress, siblings Daija Baxley, 
Juke Baxley Jr., Aden-James Cypress 
and Grandparents Carol and Carl 
Baxley and Regina and Ned Thinn 



Happy belated first birthday to 
Jaila Rae Yzaguirre on July 19. We want 
to wish you a happy birthday. You put the 
sparkle back in our eyes. 

Love, 

Grandma Norita, Grandpa Ray 

New Kid 



We would like to welcome 
Markell Alan “Skooter” Billie into our 
lives. May your life be an adventure worth 
writing about. 

Love, 

Melissa Cline (mom), Markell 
Alan Billie (dad). Siblings Jazmine 
Billie, Michelle Jimmie, Delia Harjo, 
Brandon Brown and Grandparents 
Sonia Cine (mother’s side), Eva Billie 
and Bobby Billie (father’s side) 



In Loving Memory of Karen Sue Cypress 

(December 19, 1986 -July 28, 2005) 
You came to us as a little child, 

In a small tom 
dress and running 
wild. 

Here to stay for 
just a day or two, 

The family voted, 
we needed you. 

With our children 
grown, 

How could we 
have known? 

For our eyes could 
not see, 

What a blessing 
you would be. 

For the girls a real, 
live baby doll to 
bathe and dress, 

For the boys an 
angel to spoil and 
caress. 

As you grew, you 
had doubts and fears, 

But always our love throughout the years. 
When you entered your adolescent phase, 
You turned the world upside down and left 
us in a daze. 

One minute you were shy and hid behind 
the door, 

The next you craved attention and asked 
for more and more. 

You said you were ugly and no one would 
look at you, 

But the mirror shouted that wasn’t true. 
Many knew you as the girl on the four- 
wheeler with Webster, the dog, 

Or working in 4-H, raising a steer or a hog. 
But you were so much more, we must 
brag, 

At rodeos and horse shows you carried the 


Competing in barrels and poles on Big 
Grey or Old Bill, 

Watching you ride gave us a thrill. 

You expressed yourself in your secret tal- 
ent of art, 

By drawing, sculpt- 
ing and painting in 
part. 

Puppies, kittens, 
hamsters, gerbils 
and more, 

You had a place in 
your heart for ani- 
mals galore. 

Finally you entered 
your young adult 
years, 

Filled with sadness, 
joy, laughter and 
tears. 

You began to doubt 
your self-worth, 

And wondered, did 
you even have a pur- 
pose on earth? 
you, the answer was 

clear, 

As we look back on our memories so dear. 
Your nieces and nephews thought you 
were dandy, 

As they reached in the snack drawer for 
candy. 

Your love for your brothers knew no lim- 
its, 

And your dream of the future, held them in 
it. 

You were a daughter, sister, aunt, cousin 
and friend, 

And you were loved by all to the very end. 
We think of you often, it’s been a long 
year, 

Your memory fills our hearts and we hold 
you so dear. 


— The Aguilar Family 


Any Jar! 
Any Time 

8a if Bonds 
Fianzas 



24 Hours 
Emergency 
Servrce 


Hablomos 


Gil Velasquez 


Tel: 954-463-2227 • Fax: 954-463-2228 

521 5. Andrews Ave. (Suite #6) Ft. Lauderdale, FL. 33301 




Monsoon 

Technologies 

Installing the Future 


Any Home theater, plasma, or standard flat 
screen. 


WE DO IT ALL! 


We specialize in designing, customizing and providing top of the line 
technology in Audio & Video electronics including a division dedicated to 
Security and Surveillance equipment for your home and business. 


3619 North State Road 7/ Hollywood, FL 33021 
(954) 893-9106 / Fax: (954) 893-9107 


WE PROVIDE IN HOME SURVEYS 

WE COME TO YOU: BIG CYPRESS, HOLLYWOOD, BRIGHTON, IMMOKALEE AND F. PIERCE 
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SUNDAY, AUGUST 13 

SIMPLY STOP BY THE PLAYER’S CLUB AND PICK UP 
YOUR ENTRY FORM TO WIN YOUR SHARE. 

DRAWING TIMES: 11AM, 1PM, 3PM, 5PM, 7PM & 9PM 
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2006 Princess Pageant 



The Contestants (L-R): Summer Billie, Margie Dorgan, Stephanie Smith, Amber Craig, Tianna Garcia, Lazara Lanae Marrero, Jessica A. Osceola, Kurya L. Kippenberger and Brittany Yescas. 
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By Lila Osceola and Melissa Sherman 

HOLLYWOOD — Oh how the time flies. At 
this time last year, 2005-2006 Miss Florida Seminole 
Christine McCall and Jr. Ms. Florida Seminole Jennifer 
Chalfant took center stage. As always, all good things must 
come to an end, and the time came to roll out the red car- 
pet and crown a new 2006-2007 Jr. and Miss Florida 
Seminole. 

The festivities would begin on of July 26, and 
would go through July 30 with a variety of different events. 
Upon entering the pageant, every contestant was to pre- 
pare an essay, picture and their bio for presentation to the 
Princess Pageant Committee. 

Wednesday, July 26 

The Jr. Miss and Miss Florida Seminole contest- 
ants met with the Seminole Princess Committee for orien- 
tation in the auditorium of the Hollywood headquarters 
building. At this time they were given sashes, name badges, 
itineraries, scheduled interview times and a list of princess 
committee’s names and numbers. 

That evening the girls were set up for a dinner at 
the Hard Rock Cafe.The judges and committee members 
went to the Council Oak for dinner. Judges and contestants 
were not to be together until the judging began. 

A strict curfew was set with a 10 p.m. lights out 
for every night of the pageant. Alice Billie and officers from 
the Seminole Police Department did room to room bed 

Thursday. July 27 

Breakfast in the ballroom was provided everyday 
for all the contestants and judges.This morning was 
planned for the contestants to introduce themselves so 
they all could get acquainted.This day was set aside for 
practicing. After practicing all day they had a full dress 
rehearsal, with no parents or any other persons besides the 
pageant committee. 

The first official judged event was the pool side 
luau, which was moved indoors to the ball rooms due to 
the questionable weather. The princess committee was able 
to transforming the ball room into a luau. Shrunken head 
centerpieces decorated the tables, bird statues stood upon 
the buffet tables while flute music played softly in the back- 
ground until it was time for the first contestant to take 
their place on stage. 

All the contestants and judges got their first 
opportunity to introduce themselves in front of the audi- 
ence. Once introductions were over the then Miss Florida 
Seminole Christine McCall and Jr. Ms. Seminole Jennifer 
Chalfant handed out beautiful purple lei’s to everyone who 
was in attendance. Evening came to a close and day two 
down with more to come the next day. 

Friday, July 28 

After breakfast the whole day was set for the 
contestants to enjoy a wonderful day of manicures, pedi- 
cures, and hair do’s at the Contour Day Spa. Talk about 
princess for a day, Robert Kippenberger had a glamorous 
photo shoot setup for the contestants at the Hard Rock 
Hotel and Casino Pool side, which would allow them to 
prepare for the banquet that evening. 

Pier 66 Restaurant in Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. was a 
prestigious venue for an engagement such as the princess 
pageant banquet. Each contestant arrived looking ravishing 
in their beautiful dresses emerging from the limo one by 
one, which was provided for the contestants and judges to 
cruise from place to place. 

The atmosphere was set for a princess and some 
contestants looked nervous, although blossoming in front of 
the judges, friends, and family as the evening went on. 

The night consisted of speakers, beautiful scenery 
while enjoying the rotating floor on the top of Pier 66. 
Camera flash went off every couple seconds, while people 
talking and having a good time all in an effort to support 
the young women on display. 

Princess Pageant Chairwoman Wanda Bowers 
ended the evening with a speech to talk with all the con- 
testants, judges and introducing the princess pageant com- 


mittee members and past princesses. 

Saturday. July 29 

The pageant day has finally arrived. Interviews for 
the ladies were scheduled from 9:30 a.m. through 1 2:30 
p.m.The Jr. Miss contestants had a 10 minute interview and 
the Miss Seminole contestant had a I S minute interview. 

For lunch the contestants took the judges to 
Benihana via the limo. With the big night only a few hours 
away the contestants were given a little bit of free time at 
the hotel to prepare. 

Finally, it was time for all of the practice pay off 
for the contestants. After many nerve racking speeches, 
dress rehearsals and spa treatments the princess contest- 
ants were in full bloom, each of them with hopes of being 
crowned. 

The princess pageant started off with a communi- 
ty dinner for all to come and eat and celebrate a wonderful 
night of excitement. Pedro Zepeda, Panther clan, emceed 
the event and started off the 49th Annual Seminole 
Princess Pageant. He introduced Tribal elder Maggie 
Osceola to give an invocation.After the invocation 
President Moses Osceola said a few welcoming words in 
Miccosukee to welcome the judges and support the new 
candidates. 

Osceola thanked everyone for attending. He sent 
out a special welcome to the Ochopee, Naples and 
Immokalee residents, then followed up with a call out to 
the rest of the reservations to rally them up. 

“All of the pageant contestants are winners, and 
beautiful young ladies,” Osceola said. 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress thanked the judges 
and Miss Seminole Christina McCall for all her hard work 
during the last year. 

“She has done wonderful job representing the 
Seminole Tribe,” he said. 

Zepeda introduced the working Princess 
Committee and Tribal officials. He then called on 
2005-2006 Miss Seminole Christina McCall on stage for 
some welcoming remarks. Miss Seminole sent a message to 
the audience. 

“These young ladies are representing the tribe 
and have practiced hard and wanted to make you proud,” 
McCall said. 

Then Zepeda introduce the contestants one at a 
time and read aloud a short autobiography the contest pre- 
pared earlier. 

First out was Jr. Miss Contestant Summer Billie of 
Big Cypress. She is oldest child of four children. Billie said 
she is interested in the medical field and the Special 
Olympics. She also attended John Casablancas’ Modeling 
and Career Center. 

Margie Dorgan, Panther clan, attends Grace 
Christian School. She said she likes science wants to 
become a science teacher. 

Stephanie Smith, 1 7, from Plantation, Fla. Said she 
would like to attend college and help council Tribal teens 
with their struggles. 

Amber Craig, 15, of the Bird clan grew up in 
Brighton and now resides in Boca Raton, Fla. She is an only 
child. Craig said she enjoys family sports such as mudding 
and holds a first degree black beltTae Kwon Do. 

Tianna Garcia, Panther clan, 1 3, from Immokalee 
is in ninth grade. She said she wishes to attend the 
University of Carolina. 

Following the Junior Miss contestants the Miss 
Seminole Contestants took the stage on at a time. 

First out was Lazara Marrero who attends 
Jackson University. She is majoring in English and French 
with a political science minor. She is also involved in a num- 
ber of organizations including 4-H. 

Jessica Osceola currently resides in Naples but 
was raised in Tamiami Trail. She said she wishes to create 
art about native’s struggles and history. 

Kurya Kippenberger of Hollywood is a youth 
counselor at the Hollywood Gym. She graduated from the 
American Heritage Program. 


Brittany Yescas from Ochopee, Fla. is a Bird clan 
member, originally from the Miccosukee reservation. She 
also has an associate of art’s degree in recording and also 
attended Walt Disney’s Candlite Procession. 

Next the contestants had a presentation of tradi- 
tional outfits. 

Junior Miss Seminole Contestant Summer Billie 
came out with pink dress designed by Louise Osceola; it 
was in the old style. Margie Dorgan wore a southwest 
printed material with a three part detachable cape made by 
her 84 year old grandmother. Stephanie Smith was dressed 
in a modern traditional outfit with a patchwork design was 
a man on horse; it was a gift from Boogie Johns Jumper. 
Amber Craig presented a 1 00 percent cotton Seminole col- 
ors with the fire patchwork design. Tianna Garcia wore a 
1 00 percent cotton pastel two design light diamond pattern 

Miss Seminole contestant Lazara Marrero took 
the stage with a lovely purple ribbon dress, decorated with 
fire and crawfish patchwork by Edna Frank. Jessica Osceola 
wore a two piece dress designed by Suzy Jimmy, with short 
cape and rattle snake design patchwork. Kurya 
Kippengerger’s dress designed by Mary Tiger had a short 
cape and quarter sleeves and purple diamond patchwork 
representing the four directions. Brittany Yescas wore a 
purple and green two piece shirt and skirt with a 1 920 
fashion by Peggy Osceola. 

The contestant next participated in the talent 
presentation. 

Summer Billie demonstrated how to capture and 
alligator and to perform the ‘Seminole Wave.” Margie 
Dorgan told the “Legend of the Rabbit and the Lion.” 
Stephanie Smith demonstrated making traditional women’s 
shakers out of carnation cans BB’s, cloth padding, an ice 
pick, cable wires and of cloth. Amber Craig had a slide 
show describing tourism and Seminoles. Tianna Garcia 
stomped danced with a leader. Lazara Marrero demonstrat- 
ed making sweetgrass baskets. Jessica Osceola stomp 
danced with leader, Victor Osceola. Kurya Kippenberger 
showed the crowed how to make a beaded bracelet and 
loom. Brittany Yescas demonstrated how to make ah-pash- 
kee, or roasted corn, to make sofkee. 

The final hurdle for the contestants was an 
impromptu question that was picked out of a sweetgrass 
basket. After the many nerve racking moments the contest- 
ant made it through. 

It was now time for a small intermission allowing 
the judges to tally up the votes and allow the contestant 
and audience a break while miss Indian World Violet John 
told a story about how the tricksters lost his eyes. 

After the story comedians James and Ernie told a 

few jokes. 

“Our Navajo culture has similar shakers, like the 
Seminole, we call them salt shakers,” they said. 

Chairman Cypress and President Osceola 
thanked the judges and presented gifts to each one of 
them. The 2005-2006 Miss Seminole Christina McCall gave 
a farewell speech, showing scores of photos overhead and 
places she has been and people she has met. Junior Miss 
Seminole Jennifer Chalfant also gave a heartfelt farewell 

It was finally everyone was waiting for: the Junior 
Miss fourth runner up is Margie Dorgan, third runner up is 
Summer Billie, second runner up Stephanie Smith, first run- 
ner up Amber Craig and the new Junior Miss Seminole is 
Tianna Garcia. 

Miss Seminole third runner up is Lazara Marrero, 
second runner up is Kurya Kippenberger, first runner up is 
Jessica Osceola, and the new Miss Florida Seminole is 
Brittany Yescas. 

In addition, Junior Miss Seminole Tianna Garcia 
won the talent competition, Miss Seminole contestant 
Kurya Kippenberger won talent in her category and Miss 
Seminole Brittany Yescas won Miss Congeniality. 


I am proud to say another year has passed and 
Christine McCall has crowned her successor, our new Miss 
Florida Seminole Princess 2006-2007. The winner is 
Brittany Yescas, 20, from Ochopee, Fla. The 2005-2006 Jr. 
Miss Jennifer Chalfant has also crowned her successor, 
Tianna Garcia, 1 3, from the Big Cypress reservation. 

I remember Brittany Yescas saying to me she did- 
n’t care if she won because she was having so much fun, 
meeting new people, going to nice restaurants and staying 
at the Hard Rock Hotel. I told her to keep her spirits up, 
speak direct and be positive. I guess that worked. She was 
shocked when they called her name. 

The Seminole Princess Committee has been 
meeting for the past four months getting ready for the big 
weekend, which started on July 26.The first of the pageant 
festivities was used mainly for registration and orientation 
for all committee members, contestants and chaperones. 

Looking back on the weekend now, I was very 
proud of all my girls-the contestants-and especially my 
committee members for making it through the weekend. 
You know all my Princess Committee Members are also 
past princesses too. 


I can gladly say that my committee members out- 
did themselves again this year. Without the contestants 
there is no pageant but without my committee there is no 
organization. I think the more we work together year in 
and year out we tend, especially myself, to depend on each 
other. I depend on each committee member to come 
through with their particular function(s) and responsibility. 

It is always the committees’ intension to give all 
the contestants a wonderful weekend of glamour, nice 
restaurants and limousines rides. But also along with the 
dredge of having to do public speaking, answer questions 
from the judges, along with bed check. 

I hope both the Tribal Council and the chairman 
are pleased on the selection of their new princesses; I 
know I am. Their first trip out will be Schemitzun 2006 
Feast of Green Corn and Dance. 

I want to give my thanks to all my committee 
members for coming through for me one more time.They 
are: Salina Dorgan, from the Brighton reservation is the 
Princess Tabulation Coordinator, Priscilla Sayen from the 
Hollywood reservation is the Princess Treasurer, Holly Tiger, 
from the Hollywood reservation is the Princess Secretary 


and Stage Coordinator, Connie Frank Gowen, from the 
Hollywood reservation, Princess Judge’s Gifts and Stage 
Mother, Alice Billie from the Big Cypress reservation is the 
Weekend Chaperone, Charlott Burgess from the Brighton 
reservation is the Personal Interview Coordinator and 
Tabulator, Christine McCall, who couldn’t wait to be a com- 
mittee member, volunteered to be in charge of the glamour 
session for the girls and host the pageant judges for the 
weekend. 

A gracious thank you to all my judges who were: 
Melonie Mathews, Miss Indian World Coordinator-1 picked 
up a few tips from her this weekend-Violet John, Miss 
Indian World, Jenna Edwards Miss Florida USA from Miami, 
Fla., Onawa Lacy, Miss New Mexico, USA from Gallup, N.M. 
and as they say, last but not least, Lawrence Baker, from 
North Dakota. 

Thank God everyone arrived in Florida safe and 
everyone got home safe. 

Wanda F. Bowers 

Seminole Princess Committee Chairwoman 
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Council Oak and Hard Rock Caf< 


Lila Osceola 

Enjoying dinner at the Council Oak (L-R): Miss Indian World Pageant Program Coordinator 
Melonie Mathews, Lawrence Baker, Miss Indian World Onawa Lacy, Priscilla Sayen and Connie 
Govven. 



Stephen Galla 

Jessica A. Osceola, Lazara Lanae Marrero and Stephanie 
Smith talking over dinner. 



Stephen Galla 

Contestants talking with Christine McCall. 



The contestants gather outside the Hard Rock Cafe for a quick photo. 





The Luau 



Miss Indian World Violet John and Amber Craig. 



Stephen Galla 

2005-2006 Jr. Miss Llorida Seminole Jennifer Chalfant passes out the 
leis. 



Tianna Garcia talks with one of the judges. 



Summer Billie, Lawrence Baker and Stephanie Smith enjoy dinner. 
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Jr. Miss Contestants being judged. 


Lila Osceola 

(L-R) 2005-2006 Jr. Miss Florida Seminole Jennifer Chalfant, Miss Florida USA Jenna 
Edwards, Miss New Mexico USA Onawa Lacy, Miss Indian World Violet John, 2005-2006 
Miss Florida Seminole Christine McCall. 


Flutist Sonny Nevaquaya entertains. 


Pier 66 


Stephen Galla 

On top of the world (L-R): Brittany Yescas, Jessica A. Osceola, Tianna Garcia, Summer Billie, Amber Craig, Miss New Mexico USA Onawa Lacy, Miss Indian 
World Violet John, Miss Florida USA Jenna Edwards, Four Bears Community Board Treasurer Lawrence Baker, Stephanie Smith, Margie Dorgan, Kurya L. 
Kippenberger, and Lazara Lanae Marrero. 


President Moses Osceola speaks at the dinner. 


Helene Buster, Miss New Mexico USA Onawa Lacy, Shawn 
Henderson, President Moses Osceola. 


Stephen Galla 

Overlooking Fort Lauderdale (L-R): William Osceola, JoeDan Osceola, Virginia 
Osceola, and Mercedes Osceola. 






The Seminole Tribune 


36 


August 11, 2006 








Stephen Galla Stephen Galla 

2006-2007 Jr. Miss Florida Seminole Tianna Garcia, 4th runner-up Margie Dorgan, 3rd runner-up Summer Comedy duo James and Ernie yukking it up. 

Billie, 2nd runner-up Stephanie Smith and 1st runner-up Amber Craig. 


The Pageant 


Judging the contestants. 


Miss Indian World Violet John tells the story of Trixter 
and the Giant. 


Stephen Galla 

2005-2006 Miss Florida Seminole Christine McCall gives 
her farewell speech. 


Stephen Galla 

2006-2007 Miss Florida Seminole Brittany Yescas, 3rd runner-up Lazara Lanae Marrero, 2nd runner-up 
Kurya L. Kippenberger and 1st runner-up Jessica A. Osceola. 


Chairman Mitchell Cypress 
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Stagehands Garrett Anderson and Jar rid Smith set up for the next contestant. 





Amber Craig presents a slideshow. 





Margie Dorgan tells the Legend of the Rabbit and the Lion. 


Lazara Lanae Marrero demonstrates basketweaving. 


Summer Billie shows her alligator wrestling skills. 


Kurya L. Kippenberger tells about her beadwork. 


Stephanie Smith shows how to make shakers. 


Jessica A. Osceola picks her impromptu question. 
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Stephen Galla 


Stephen Galla 
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By Melissa Sherman 

HOLLYWOOD — After hav- 
ing cameras flashed in their faces for four 
days straight, the girls hardly noticed me 
snapping pictures after I slipped in the 
back door of the auditorium, which was 
transformed into backstage changing 
room. Bustling around you could see 
capes being twirled, skirts straightened 
and beaded necklaces fastened. 

The 2005-2006 Junior Miss 
Seminole Jennifer Chalfant sat quietly in 
her own space at the conference table. 
She was finishing up her farewell speech 
sandwiched between piles of colorful 
clothing, make up and jewelry, each item 
waiting for their turn on to be worn. 

Christine McCall, the 
2005-2006 Miss Seminole, assisted the 
contestants in what ever help they need- 
ed, advice or pinning skirts and sashes. 

“My thumb looks like a pin 
cushion,” she said. 

The girls were managing fine on 
their own. However, if anyone asked if 
they needed any help a small pause and 
relief would come over them. Most 
requests were simple, such as an untied 
necklace or tighter pinned skirt. Each 
one shared quietly advice and hope for 
the other. Some time group efforts were 
made for girls tucking in slips, hold this 
here, pin this here; together it made the 
process so smooth. 

Times have changed for the 
princesses over the years. Now with the 
three LCD televisions mounted on the 
wall backstage they did not miss a beat, 
they really could see everything that hap- 
pened play by play. Sometimes they 
would all freeze with hope for there 
opponent during a glitch, really hoping to 



The Outtakes 


get the show rolling again. 

Former princess and present 
committee member Connie Gowen was 
backstage offering her hand of expertise. 
She held up a necklace or two for Junior 
Miss contestant Margie Dorgan and 
placed them around her neck. Then 
would walk over to the next contestant 
straighten up a few loose threads and pin 
a skirt or two; always with style and 
grace. 

I was struggling with a knot on 
contestant Kurya Kippenburger’s neck- 
lace. The wax was sticky and there were 
a lot of strands. Connie walked up and 
said with a smile, “Pull this one down.” 
The entire necklace released with ease. 

Committee member Helene 
Buster could also be seen doing similar 
primping. At one point she tied on con- 
testant Tianna Garcia’s stomp shakers on 
her calves and after further investigation 
had to re-do them for comfort but this 
time, time was a factor so she hastily 
untied and tied them again. 

Holly Tiger was working more 
on the technical side, in more ways than 
one. She spent time making sure the 
head set microphone made it over the 
girl’s heads without messing up their hair. 
Things got a little tricky here and there 
for Holly with making sure the micro- 
phone was off while backstage, then back 
on again on stage, but she did a good job. 

The stagehands, Jarrid Smith 
and Gerret Anderson, were not only a 
great help on stage they were like jesters 
to the girls. They cut up with them, kept 
their nerves down, helped them smile 
and keep their cool; after all, it is all in 
good fun! 



Melissa Sherman Lila Osceola 
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Naples Hosts Education Incentive Awards Dinner at Sea World 


By Tina Marie Osceola 

ORLANDO, FL — The 

storm clouds looked ominous, the 
humidity was suffocating and the tem- 
peratures were soaring. However, 
nothing deterred the Naples communi- 
ty from celebrating another successful 
academic year at Orlando’s Sea World. 
Community elders and parents gath- 
ered up their children and descended 
upon Sea World late in the afternoon 
on July 3 1 for an awards banquet. 

The Naples PAC President 
and Human Resources Director Lee 
Zepeda, and his wife, Cara Zepeda, 
organized a memorable evening. The 
banquet was actually held in a private 
dining area that overlooked the shark 
tank. 

Lee Zepeda kicked off the 
evening of adventure by welcoming 
the community to Sea World and by 
thanking everyone for being good stu- 
dents, parents and community mem- 
bers. Lee invited Tina Marie Osceola, 


executive director of the Museum 
department and Naples community 
member, to present a more serious 
topic to the students. 

She spoke about pride, 
accountability and responsibility. She 
reminded those present that to be a 
Tribal citizen is more than dividends. 

“Being a Tribal member is 
about being a citizen, rather than con- 
stantly asking our Tribal leaders, 

‘What have you done for us lately?’ 
We need to ask our leaders and elders 
what we can do for them,” Osceola 
said. “It’s about being a good and 
responsible human.” 

Osceola reminded the stu- 
dents, “As you go through life there 
will be people telling you why you 
don’t belong and why you can’t do 
something. . . you will either be too 
short, too tall, too white, too dark, or 
your hair will be too curly or too 

❖ See NAPLES, page 13 



Graduates Take a Bahamas Trip to Paradise 

By Shelley Marmor 

NASSAU, BAHAMAS — Eight 
of the 20 Seminole high school graduates 
arrived at the Atlantis resort on Paradise 
Island on July 23. The class of 2006 in 
attendance, Ruben “Sonny” Billie, Kaylin 
Henry, Kevin Frank, Niki Josh, Audrey 
Snow, Celeste Stockton and Kelie Tigetail, 
celebrated the milestone of graduation dur- 
ing a week-long trip to the islands. 

Upon arrival to the world famous 
Atlantis resort, the graduates dined at a 
luncheon in the Providence Room. During 
the meal representatives from the 
Education department, including Director 
Louise Gopher, and Family Services wel- 
comed the grads and congratulated them. 

Gopher made a presentation with 
a DVD of Jim Shore, general counsel for 
the Tribe, receiving his honorary doctorate 
degree from Florida State University. She 
told the group of eight that “if Jim Shore 
can do it, you can do it;” in hopes of 
encouraging them to pursue higher educa- 
tion. 

Intervention Specialist Julie 
Bennett, Higher Education Advisor Erlinda 
Iley and Family Services’ Adult Education 
Advisor Jasmine Porter also attended. This 
group was available all week to assist the 
graduates with any questions or concerns 
they might have had about their next phase 
of education. 



The grads with Tribal officials and Education department staff members at the Queen’s Staircase in Nassau. 


See GRADUATES, page 34 


Shelby Osceola, 
2006 Breakaway 
Roping Champion 



Photo courtesy of State Journal-Register. Reprinted with permission. 

Shelby Osceola after roping her first 2.6 seconds. 


By Tabitha Osceola 

SPRINGFIELD, IL — National High School 
Rodeo Association Finals were held in Springfield, 111., 
July 24-30 and Shelby Osceola was there to represent 
Florida in breakaway roping. Many states across the coun- 
try, Canada and Australia was represented by their top 
four cowgirls in breakaway roping at the national finals; 
Shelby was Florida’s fourth place breakaway roper and 
about to face 180 of the top breakaway ropers. 

The cowboys and cowgirls competing at the 
finals arrived a couple days before the rodeo started in 
order to get their horses settled and get rested up for a full 
week of rodeo and tough competition. The contestants 
each got two go-rounds and then only the top 20 came 
back for the final third round. The final round would 
decide who the best roper in the nation was. 

In the first go, Shelby had her game set and 
looked relaxed; she patiently waited on the side with her 
horse Yeller until it was her turn to compete. When her 
name was announced that it was her turn she entered the 
arena, backed her horse in the box, gave a nod to release 
the calf and came out with her rope swinging. But it only 
took Shelby two swings of her rope, stopping her horse 
and seeing that flag at the end of rope go flying. 

Then it was waiting to hear her time for the first 
round. “Two-point- six seconds...” said the announcer. 
Shelby walked away with a smile on her face. Shelby 
commented on her state and nervousness after this. 

“I just told myself I was going to have fun and 
that was fun,” she said. 

❖ See OSCEOLA, page 27 

Trail Camp Community 
to Receive Upgrades 

By Chris Jenkins 

OCHOPEE, FL — It was a meeting of the 
minds on Aug. 1 . Trail Liaison William Osceola, along 
with employees of the Seminole Tribe’s Housing and 
Emergency Services departments met to discuss fire safe- 
ty, evacuation procedures and improvements to housing 
within the camp community. 

Administrative Assistant for the Trail Seminole 
office Shanna DeBolt said one of the main reasons for the 
gathering and walk through was to offer an up close and 
personal view. 

“William [Osceola] wanted them to come out and 
visually see what things looked like at these camps and 
how they operate,” DeBolt said. 

Six camps will receive renovations and upgrades 
under the current plan and six more are pending. The new 
Trial office will be the main location for citizen and Tribal 
Council meetings, deliveries and other business. 

❖ See TRAIL page 3 



Chris Jenkins 

Workers get underway at the new Trail offices. 
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Photo Quiz 



Can you guess who we are? 


Previous Photo Quiz 



(Back Row L-R) Linda Micco Smith, Lucy John Billie, (Front Row L - R) Sharon 
Osceola, Linda Smith Tommie, Wanda Billie, Mary Gopher, Ethel Gopher. 
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Message to Young Male Warriors from Peltier 

Greeting my relatives, I truly believe the Creator loves enemy threatens our people. That action 

And again I must say “my rela- us and continues to provide for us but, we may be ceremonial; it may be fasting on 

tives” because we are all related in one must also take responsibility upon our- some level, praying on some level, it may 

way or another by natural design of the selves to be part of that providing for be a physical endeavor on some level. 

Creator or our common concerns for the ourselves, our children, our children’s But it is our responsibility on every level. 

Earth and freedom. I want to acknowl- children, and all future generations. In the 70s, when I was free of 

edge another year gone by since my last One of the things I would like to this prison, there were in reality, only 

statement was read to you and I want about 20-30 dedicated warriors 

to again thank all of you supporters for 
your continued efforts to right the 
wrongs that have befallen both my 
people and me. 

Being here in prison on its 
very best day is not good. The reason I 
say this is because I want to acknowl- 
edge that there is always someone in a 
more difficult situation than your own. 

An example which I will share is one 
day on entering the visiting room here, 

I saw a paraplegic in a wheelchair who 
had dropped the wand type instrument 
that he holds in his mouth and uses to 
maneuver the controls on his electric 
wheelchair. 

He asked me to pick it up for 
him, which I did. It also happened to 
be a day when I was feeling kind of 
down myself. After seeing this man, I 
felt somewhat ashamed and counted 
my blessings. I guess what I’m trying 

to say is that if you are free and can one n juu gu iu a icsuuucun am. 

choose your destination from one place to address, that I’ve read a lot about recent- what you want isn’t on the menu, go to 

another, whether it be physical, mental, ly, is the high incidence of drugs on the another restaurant. And if what you want 

spiritual or emotional, count your bless- reservation these days. Alcohol itself is a isn’t on that menu, mix up a batch of 

ings. drug even though it is legal. But some of your own and prepare to serve”. In quot- 

I was looking through some of the new drugs combined with the alcohol, ing her, I would like to say, that as war- 

my stuff the other day and I came across which is already bad, are becoming a riors, if we assess the situation correctly, 

a card that I had not finished writing in major threat to the future of our people. and with a good heart, using the values 

and had misplaced. It was a card to a I want to speak to the young the Great Spirit has given us, chose a 

friend in which I had written “always men out there, or any of the men, remind- path, others will follow, 

remember the Creator is with you even ing them that in order to be a warrior, or Aho Mitakuye oyasin. 

though you may not have noticed”. And I to have the connotation of a warrior, is In the Spirit of Crazy Horse, 

would like to impart that to you my rela- not just about being a male, but being Leonard Peltier 

tives. willing to take action against whatever June, 2006 



throughout the U.S. who were full 
time and committed. Our principle 
statement to our people was sovereign- 
ty, unity, and brotherhood. Those were 
the seeds of concern that were sown. 
And today you see all across the 
world, native people standing up in 
some way for smoke shops, casinos, 
programs, and so forth as a result of a 
few dedicated people. 

So I have no doubt that the 
progress that was made by those peo- 
ple in the 70’s can be made again by 
the young people of today. Our per- 
sonal reference points in life aren’t 
necessarily the same but our cultural, 
historical, and spiritual reference is. 

I want to say again: We are of 
this part of Mother Earth. We are the 
First People. Let us not let them put us 
last. That brings me to a statement that 
I once heard Buffy Saint Marie make. 


Seminoles Indians of Florida 


Survey of the 

By Roy Nash 

[Editor s Note: This is a re-print of a sur- 
vey of the Seminole Indians by Roy Nash 
conducted on behalf of the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs in 1930. This is Part 9 of a 
series The Seminole Tribune will re-print 
in its entirety. Please see the Sept. 21 issue 
of The Tribune for Part 10.] 

SEMINOLE SURVEY OF 1930 

By Roy Nash 


ATYPICAL CAMP OF 1930 
CHAPTER III 
SECTION 5: Health 

Excerpt 26. Part 1: The Florida 

Seminoles 

The first health and sanitary sur- 
vey of the Florida Seminoles made by Dr. 
O.S. Phillips, special physician in the 
Indian Service, in 1919. The Reverend Mr. 
Spencer, in his report in 1920, quotes 
Doctor Phillips as follows: 

The Seminole Indians suffer less 
from the ravages of disease and probably 
enjoy better health then any tribe of 
Indians I have ever visited. 

The only disease of any conse- 
quence found among them is hookworm. 

The excellent health enjoyed by 
these people I believe to be due to the fact 
that they live in the open air all of the time, 
day and night, making their living by hunt- 
ing, which requires a maximum amount of 
physical exercise. And that all of them are 
more or less isolated. 

As a rule the Seminole Indians are 
fully and healthy as the white people living 
in the same localities. The percent dying of 


flu was no greater than among white peo- 
ple. 

Dr. Robert E.L Newbeme, chief 
medical supervisor of the Indian Service, 
wrote a report on the Seminoles in 1921 
which apparently represents no original 
work. All he has to say on health condi- 
tions is this: 

The Seminoles of Florida is the 
most healthy tribe in the United States. 

It is said that the Florida 
Seminoles are free from tuberculosis. I 
hope they are, but the assertion is too good 
to accept without question. It is also said 
that venereal disease is unknown among 
them. I can accept that as a fact. 

Since the time of these two 
reports a large body of data has accumulat- 
ed through the record of cases treated by 
local physicians in Miami, Everglades, 

Fort Myers, Okeechobee, and Hollywood, 
services paid by the Indian Service on a 
case basis. In 1920 an Indian woman for 
the first time accepted the services of a 
physician at the time of confinement. From 
then on the break from the tribal medicine 
men is manifest. 

Excemt 27. Part 1: The Florida 

Seminoles 

In the nature of things an arrange- 
ment by whereby the Indian can go to the 
nearest local doctor and receive free med- 
ical service results in the doctors doing 
everything in their power to cultivate the 
Indian’s confidence and habituate him to 
bringing all his physical ailments to them. I 
am not sure that in some cases Indians 
have not been encouraged to bring in 
wholly imaginary ills. In any case, the tab- 
ulation which follows constitutes a more 


inclusive picture of the ills afflicting this 
population group than has been obtained 
for any other group of 500 in the rural pop- 
ulation of Florida. 

In addition to the above evidence, 
we have an excellent report on conditions 
observed among the Seminole Indians of 
South Florida during an inspection trip to 
some of the camps in August, 1930, by Dr. 
W.A. Claxton, of the Florida State Board 
of Health. So we speak of health condi- 
tions with fair knowledge. 

Excerpt 28. Part 1: The Florida 

Seminoles 

Exclusive of the Five Civilized 
Tribes, 1 Indian to 10 on the western reser- 
vations has tuberculosis; in Arizona the 
death rate from this cause alone is 15 per 
thousand. It at once will be evident that 
this, the greatest scourge of the western 
Indians, is no problem in Florida. Three 
cases in 10 years! 

The second great Indian scourge, 
trachoma, has never made its appearance 
among the Seminoles; the first case has yet 
to be reported. Doctor Claxton says: 

Granular conjunctivitis was com- 
mon in most camps among the children. 
This will arouse in some minds the ques- 
tion of trachoma, but examination of the 
eyes of young adults did not show any 
conjunctival lesions and there are no blind 
Indians in Florida (there is one), so, since 
it cures itself spontaneously it can not be 
trachoma. 

The only case of Typhoid ever 
reported was in 1925, which seems proof 
enough that the water in the ditches and 
holes of these south Florida swamps is 
potable. 


Letters l F-mai! 


Please send all letters to 6300 Stirling Road, Hollywood, FL 33024 
❖tribune@semtribe.com ❖ 


Dear Editor, 

I have never written before today 
but have always wanted to tell you all a 
very deep-hearted and profound thank you 
for allowing FSU to use the name of the 
greatest Native American Tribe. I have 
loved being a Seminole by virtue of my 
being a graduate of FSU, but more so, 
because the Seminoles represent the pride, 
the spirit and virtue of humanity. 

I have also always bragged to my 
students-I am a teacher-of the fact that the 
Seminoles are the Unconquered! Please 
know that I am one woman proud to be 
associated with the name Seminole and I 
thank you for allowing my great university 
to continue to wear that name proudly as 
well. 

Thank you again and Go 
Seminoles, 

Sarah Hammock 

Dear Editor, 

Recently, we viewed a news arti- 
cle about the buffalo soldiers and the 
Seminole Indian Tribes. We loosely use the 
word “news” referring to the African 
American News and Issue online news site, 
Vol. 11, Issue 26, “The Hidden History of 
The Buffalo Soldiers.” It left us with a few 
questions in regards to the Seminole 
Nation, or as author Mario Marcel Salas 
states, the “Black” Seminole Nation. 

According to Salas: “The history 
of the Black Seminole ‘Indians’... The 
story begins in Georgia and South Carolina 
where the Red Seminoles lived and 
rebelled against the Creeks or ‘White 
Sticks,’ as they were known. Many of 
whom had accepted ‘white ways,’ and 
were considered “traitors” by the “Red 
Sticks,” later to be called Seminoles. These 
Native Americans, after an internal civil 
war, fled to Florida, where they intermin- 
gled with free black Spaniards....” 


Our questions are: Are these terms 
red stick, white stick actually part of your 
heritage or are they concocted terms used 
only by Salas? Who or what is John Horse 
A.K.A. Juan Cavallo in relation to the 
Seminole or “Black” Seminole history? 

What happened to the Seminole 
or “Black” Seminoles in Mexico before the 
Mexican Revolution? 

Last question but most important 
question to us would be; What is the histo- 
ry between Black Americans of African 
decent and Seminole Indians in North 
America? 

Thank you for your time. 

Continued success in all your 
endeavors, 

TWo Very Curious House Wives 

Dear Two Very Curious House Wives, 

The term Red Sticks is fairly 
familiar to us all in the more common 
French-Baton Rouge. It refers to the “red 
stick” or war symbol placed in certain 
towns that were at war against the U.S. 
Army under General Andrew Jackson. 
Their political movement was based on 
“nativist” or fundamentalist tribal views 
that were intended to preserve and protect 
the culture. 

There was a war that was vari- 
ously referred to as the Creek war, the 
Creek Civil War and the War of 1812, 
which led to a migration into Florida of 
these Red Sticks after 1813. 1 have never 
heard of the term “white sticks”. 

John Cavallo AKA John Horse 
was a major Black Seminole war leader. 
He was a friend of Wildcat, the Seminole 
leader. Wildcat went to Mexico and 
became an officer in the Mexican army. 
John Horse went with him. They had an 
arrangement with the Mexican authorities 
to fight the Comancheros. 

Life in Mexico was found to be 


preferable to life on the reservations in 
Oklahoma. After the Civil War some of 
these people migrated into Texas. Three 
Black Seminoles who had come back to 
Texas won the Congressional Medal of 
Honor during actions against the Indians 
while serving in the U.S. Army. 

I don ’t know what relationship 
any of this has with the Mexican 
Revolution. 

As for a history of the Black 
Seminoles I would refer you to the works 
of Daniel Littlefield; particularly 
“Africans and Seminoles” or “Africans 
and Creeks. ” 

Sincerely, 

WillardS. Steele 

Tribal Historic Preservation 

Officer 


Correction 

This photo, from the 2006 
Native American Indigenous Games 
photo layout in the Aug. 11 issue, was 
mis-credited. The photo credit went to 
freelancer Rhonda Roff, but was actu- 
ally taken by Virginia Billie. 
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Chris Jenkins 

Trail Liaison William Osceola (orange shirt) with employees of the Seminole Tribe of Florida Housing 
department. _ 



* Trail 

Continued from page 1 


Amy Howard is the planner for Emergency 
Services and Management. She says her job is coming 
up with a plan for hurricane evacuations. 


“The biggest challenge is going to be getting 
people to evacuate in the wake of a hurricane,” 
Howard said. “They have their culture and they do not 
want to leave, so it’s just a matter of education.” 

Captain Michael Mirabile deals with structur- 
al operations and maintenance in case of a fire. 

“We’re here basically to educate the people 
on fire prevention, what to do in 
case of a fire,” Mirabile said. 
“We’re going to get [community 
citizens] some extinguishers and 
smoke detectors and try to help 
give them some warning and a 
way out of any kind of dangerous 
situation. They have a definite 
issue of concern with the way 
they’re currently set up.” 

“Hopefully as a depart- 
ment we can get everyone togeth- 
er and educate them on how to 
handle themselves in case of an 
emergency,” he continued. 

According to Housing 
Director Troy Clay, an in-depth 
plan is needed and currently being 
developed to improve and upgrade 
many of the homes. 

“Our plan is to come 
back in after we get this plan 
together tying in all the safety, 
home, and community upgrades 
and then implement that plan,” 
Clay said. 


Chris Jenkins 

Construction on a future board and meeting room at the Trail office 
location. 



A community kitchen in Trail. 



Chris Jenkins 


One of several camp houses in the community. 



Chris Jenkins 

An outside community kitchen. 



Captain Mike Mirabile and William Osceola dis- 
cuss procedures and plans at one of the camps. 


If you are in TROUBLE, 

Call: 

OUT OF TROUBLE BAIL BOND 

Bail Agent: Greg James 

Office: (863) 763-8955 
Cell: (863) 801-1344 

Available 24 Hours 

Serving Broward, Glades, Hendry, Highlands, 
Indian River, Okeechobee & Martin Counties. 








"Th« Buying Pines" * * 

Experience Native American culture and 
exploit luxurious Seminote petal! 
providing one of a kind 
authentic Native American art work. 


We are open 
7 days a week 
Sundays - Saturdays 
W.Wam-UVOom 


located at th* 

Seminote Hard Bock Hotel & Casino 

on the Casino floor. 


7 Seminole Way 
Hollywood, FL 33114 
(954) 797-5550 


Happy Birthday David Cypress 


Many community members came to wish Cypress well. 


Cher with Liaison Raymond Garza. 


Cypress and Mabel Frank. 


David Cypress, Mitchell Cypress and friends. 


By Nery Mejicano 

BIG CYPRESS 

— Big Cypress, it seems, 
is becoming a tourist 
Mecca, with its great Ah- 
Tah-Thi-Ki Museum, its 
wild Swamp Safari and the 
wonderful wildlife. No one 
should be surprised at 
finding music and sports 
celebrities in this environ- 
ment. 

And so it seems 
that on Aug. 2, Cher, of 
Sonny and Cher fame, 
along with Hank Williams 
Sr., joined their legendary 
musical and acting talents 
to celebrate the birthday of 
Big Cypress Councilman 
David Cypress. 

The Herman L. 
Osceola Gymnasium was 
filled to capacity with 
folks who drove from all 
directions to enjoy the 
singing, the dancing and 


Nery Mejicano 

David “Sonny” Cypress and Cher. 


the great food. Paul 
Buster served as emcee, 
back-up band and sound 
expert. 

Cher’s perform- 
ance was absolutely out- 
standing, but without 
Sonny Bono, she felt lost. 
Luckily David Cypress 
came to the rescue 

Cypress, who, 
after a few cosmetic 
enhancements, played the 
role of Sony to perfection. 
Very few of his guests 
could have guessed it was 
Cypress and not Bono 
himself. Cher also 
engaged the performance 
of some fanciful back-up 
dancers such as Kelsey 
Kimble and Raymond 
Garza, whose gyrations 
and smooth rhythms com- 
plemented the great songs 
and impressed the audi- 
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Ralph Sookraj explains important points about harassment. 


Harassment Class Beneficial for Tribal Employees 


By Tony Heard 

HOLLYWOOD — On Aug. 3 the Tribal 
Board, Tribal Council and Human Resources depart- 
ment held two sexual harassment classes at the histor- 
ical Davie Schoolhouse located on Griffin Road. 
Employees from Human Resources, the President’s 
Office, Family Services and Seminole Police 
Department were all in attendance. The morning ses- 
sion consisted of 65 to 70 employees. 

The class was also an opportunity to deliver 
the message that The Seminole Tribe of Florida and 
Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc. have a zero tolerance 
level for any form of harassment. It was intended to 
inform and educate employ- 
ees on the different types of 
harassment. 

The anti-harass- 
ment policy states: “The 
Seminole Tribe of Florida 
will not tolerate any form of 
harassment, or any such 
conduct that has the purpose 
or effect of interfering with 
an individual’s work per- 
formance, or creating an 
intimidating, hostile or 
offensive work environ- 
ment. It is the intent of The 
Seminole Tribe of Florida to 
provide a work environment 
free from verbal, physical, 
and visual forms of sexual 
harassment and an environ- 
ment free from harassment, 
discrimination, intimidation, 
or coercion in any form. All 
employees are expected to 
be sensitive to the individual 
rights of their co-workers.” 

Ralph Sookraj was 
in charge of the three hour class. He has been doing 
this type of work for 17 years. He conducts classes, 
write manuals and focus groups on the topic of 
harassment. Working with the Tribe for more than a 
year, he is now looking forward to educating employ- 
ees on what actually constitutes as harassment and 
discrimination. 

Assisting Sookraj in his class was Karen 
Lindo. She works for the Tribe in the Human 



Officer Gonzalez and Karen Lindo help 
conduct classes for employees. 


SPD Officer George Gonzalez also contributed. 

The class was full of information on harass- 
ment, which is described as: unwanted or unwelcome 
actions of a verbal, physical, or ageist nature. When 
the word harassment arises one automatically assumes 
it has to be of a sexual nature. This is not always the 
case, although, sexual harassment is the most reported 
type there are other types. 

Hostile and discriminatory harassment are 
types that should be taken seriously as well. Sookraj 
gave a great presentation explaining the different 
types of harassment and what to do if one feels he or 
she is a victim of harassment, such as reporting it and 
keeping records of incidents. 

Never making light of 
the subject, Sookraj at times jok- 
ingly delivered his message to 
slightly ease the tension of the 
topic. For example, he explained 
to the class a time when a man 
got fired for yelling obscene 
things to a copy machine. The 
story was amusing and just 
about everyone got a got a good 
laugh from it. But everyone did 
get the message, that one can 
lose their job from saying inap- 
propriate things to a machine if 
the wrong person hears. 

Regardless the type of 
harassment, once reported and 
under investigation a negative 
light shines on that department 
and the Tribe as a whole. Things 
such as, lost productivity, low 
morale, economic cost and per- 
sonal/career damage all result 
from a harassment investigation. 

All of these things could be 

avoided if everyone has a better 
understanding of the topic and is clear about the con- 
sequences. During the class there were many facts and 
scenarios pointed out. 

Perhaps the most important thing said the 
entire class was harassment is based on the impact of 
actions, looks, or statements, and how they affect oth- 
ers. The intent does not matter, one could be simply 
joking with friends telling a funny/dirty joke, and 
offend someone who overhears the conversation. If it 


Resources department. They travel from reservation to happens numerous times charges of harassment may 


reservation conducting classes and trying to make 
employees aware of the dangers called harassment. 


be filed against the accused for telling a joke. 



EXTRA! 

extras Read All About It! 


cluster boxes and 
could not be 
accessed by non- 
postal employees. 

He also want- 
ed to make sure The 
Seminole Tribune was 
readily available to the 
residents. He discussed 
this with Virginia 
Mitchell, Tribune editor-in-chief. 
Virginia’s son, Vinson, researched the 
source of materials and installed the 
boxes. 


Hollywood 
Council Representative 
Max B. Osceola Jr. 
would like to make 
sure that every resident 
is communicated with 
as much as possible. 

He realized that some 
may be missing important 
meeting announcement, activities adver- 
tisements, etc., because their particular sec- 
tion of the Hollywood reservation did not 
have boxes at their houses. This was especial- 
ly true of Oak Prairie since they have the 


New System Brings Useful Technology to the Tribe 

Geographic Information System Benefits many Tribal Depts. 


By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD — On Aug. 7 the 
Utilities/Public Works department presented and 
demonstrated to department heads a new system that 
will benefit many tribal departments. This 



Photo by GIS staff 

Old hand drawn map of Big Cypress Reservation. 


Geographic Information System (GIS) took two 
years to develop databases of detailed aerial photo 
mapping of many Tribal lands. 

GIS is used in a majority of planning proj- 
ects as a support tool for contractors and consultants 
when they are reviewing future construction plans. 
This also enhances effective communications while 
increasing efficiency and productivity utilizing this 
new database. 

According to Tim Lomas, GIS Data 
Manager, “We currently have 31 users of this soft- 
ware installed on there computers in eight different 
departments. We started using this program in 2004 
and have updated it annually with new aerial maps 
provided by local counties.” 

Other information is obtained from local, 


state and federal agencies and utilities. 

Maps include parcel lands ownership, prop- 
erty footprints, and marked utilities such as water, 
gas, electric and sewer lines. The GIS staff is busy 
finalizing hurricane and emergency preparedness 
maps for added security and with special needs for 
seniors and the handicapped. 

Future plans within the next six months 
include a web-based mapping system called 
ArcIMS-Intranet, which will provide basic informa- 
tion of different Tribal locations. For example, 
ArcIMS will show building addresses, building 
types, street names, distances and all of it online for 
the end user provided they have proper password 
access. 



Photo by GIS staff 

Displayed above is the Immokalee GIS map. 



AUTO ACCIDENT PAIN!!! 
Dr. Rush Can Help You 
Successfully Treat... 

• Neck Pain 

• Lower Back Pain 

• Headaches ^ 

• Leg & Arm Pain ^ 

• Joint Pain 


Muscle Pain 


We accept your insurance plan, PFO's. 
FOS, Medicare, AulO Insurance. 


Let Dr. Rush Help You! 

Dr. Brian C. Rush 
Chiropractic Physician 
10830 Fines Blvd. • Pembroke Pines 
(954) 432 5006 

i Located next to Bally's Gym in Uie Bahama Breeze plaza.) 
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Jimmy Wayne Holdiness 

Seminole Indian Chickee Builder 
(239) 340-6453 or (239) 248-7196 
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“No, you can’t search my car." 
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“No, you can’t search my home.” 
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“No, 1 don’t want to talk with you.” 
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Iretta Tiger 

Apache artist Doug Miles creates fine art skateboard decks, which are now on display at PEM. 


Native American Exhibit Opens in Witch City 


By Iretta Tiger 

SALEM, MA — Salem is home not only to 
the famous Witch Trials, but also to the acclaimed 
Peabody Essex Museum (PEM). PEM is recognized 
internationally for its collection of Native American 
art and cultural pieces, a collection that is one of the 
oldest in the Western Hemisphere. 

PEM’s native collection contains more than 
20,000 pieces and continues to grow, acquiring works 
from contemporary native artists. 

On June 24 PEM opened their exhibition 
titled “Intersections, Native American Art in a New 
Light.” 

“Intersections focuses on connections, 
between the traditional and the personal, the present 
and the past, the Native and the non-Native, and 
Indigenous and Western media. It emphasizes the cre- 
ative possibilities and the dynamic tensions that arise 
from aesthetic, cultural and political influences,” said 
Laurie Beth Kalb, PEM guest curator. 

In August 2006 PEM’s exhibit “All of My 
Life, Contemporary Works by Native American 
Artists” opened. The exhibit features sculptures and 
painting by nine Native artists. Their creations use tra- 
ditional mediums to express contemporary views. 

“Although visitors may have expectations 
about what constitutes Native American art, this instal- 
lation will provide opportunities to expand our under- 
standing and knowledge about how contemporary 
Native artists are reinterpreting traditions and chal- 
lenging conventions,” according to a PEM press 
release. 

To celebrate the opening of these two exhibits 
PEM organized a weekend full of educational, eclectic 
and extraordinary events. 

The museum events were hosted by native 
artists. Yvette Vasquez led the hip hop dance work- 
shop and Stephen Blanchett, Yup’ik (Alaska), per- 
formed the traditional dances of his Tribe. 

Throughout the celebration San Carlos 
Apache artist Doug Miles created an original painting 
for PEM. In addition to the painting PEM has acquired 
four works by Miles which are now a part of the 
Intersections exhibit. 

Surprisingly, the works created by Miles are 
fine art skateboard decks. Fine art skateboard decks? 
Yes, it’s true. 

It all started when Miles and his son tried to 
find a skateboard with a native design. When they did- 
n’t find it Miles decided to design the decks himself. 
These beautiful designs include warriors, youth and 
traditional dancers to reflect Miles’ Apache culture. 

Why go through so much for a skateboard? 
Miles is also the supervisor of the Apache Skateboards 
Team, a group of Apache youth who not only compete 
they also travel the country to teach skateboarding to 
other native youths. 

Skateboarding has inspired Miles to also film 
his skateboard team, of which he has created several 
short films. Two of these short films, “Walk like a 
Warrior” and “Just Getting Started,” were screened 
throughout the celebration. 

All of the films screened at the celebration 
were very impressive and a testament of PEM’s dedi- 
cation in representing all aspects of Native Americans. 
Though they were few, two of the five screened films 
focused on contempo- 
rary figures, who all 
bring philanthropic 
Native America to the 
forefront of today’s 
culture. 

“Thunderbid 
Woman: Winona 
LaDuke,” directed by 
Bertram Verhaag and 
Claus Biegert, is a 
documentary on the 
life of this remarkable 
woman. The film 
touches briefly on 
LaDuke ’s childhood 
until her college years. 

The real focus of this 
documentary is 
LaDuke ’s 

journey s-from Native 
land rights and anti- 
nuclear activism to 
being a vice-presiden- 
tial candidate to help- 
ing her Tribe, the 
Anishinabee, achieve 
economic independ- 
ence through tradition- 
al resources. There is 
so much more to learn 
about LaDuke from this documentary and should not 
be missed. 

“A Thousand Roads”, directed by Chris Eyre, 
is a collection of four fictional stories of contemporary 
Native Americans. The film takes us into the lives of a 
young Inupait girl who is sent to live with her grand- 


mother in Alaska, a young Navajo man who re-evalu- 
ates his gangster lifestyle, a Mohawk stockbroker 
fighting her way in New York and a Peruvian Quechua 
healer trying to save a sick child. 

John Trudell is the storyteller who takes us 
through this journey. “A Thousand Roads” is the sig- 
nature film of Smithsonian’s Native Museum of the 
American Indian (NMAI) and is screened several 
times a day. For more information surf to 
www.nmai, si.edu/thousandroads/thousandroads.htm. 



Miles hard at work on another masterpiece. 


“Trudell,” directed by Heather Rae, is a docu- 
mentary of Native American philanthropist John 
Trudell. Naturally, the film tells of Trudell’s days as an 
activist to his poetry and music but more importantly 
Trudell shows him as a human being. Trudell is avail- 
able on DVD at www.johntmdell.com. 

The climax and ending to PEM’s celebration 
was a lecture with John Trudell. Although agreeing 
with his point of view was not mandatory— he actually 
prefers not everyone did—' Trudell said his wish is for 
everyone to think as a human being. 

It would be easy to attempt to summarize 
Trudell’ s lecture but if that was done it would deprive 
you of exquisite sustenance. To understand Trudell’s 
meaning one has to listen to everything he is saying 
and unfortunately one hour barely begins to cover 
him. He did cover a lot of topics in the hour but one 
can imagine how much more can be learned if more 


time was spent with him. 

Look for The Seminole Tribune’s interview 
with John Trudell in the next issue. Trudell’s lecture 
will be included in the article. 

For more information on the Peabody Essex 
Museum, surf to www.pem.org. 





Marc I Bos-.vall Realtor 
Cel: (663) 634 2/46 


(L-R) BIA Representative Anna Tonwsend, Seminole Police Department Interim Chief Charlie Tiger, 
Hollywood Council Representative Max B. Osceola Jr., President Moses Osceola, Utilities Director 
Susie Kippenburger and Tribal Inspector William McHatton at the ceremonial groundbreaking. 

Groundbreaking Ceremony Held at 
New Water Treatment Facility 


By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD — It was a sunny hot 
summer day at the Hollywood reservation on Aug. 
15 when the Utilities/Public Works department held 
a groundbreaking ceremony to celebrate the start of 
new construction of a Water Treatment facility. 

Moses B. Osceola, president of the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc., Hollywood Council 
Representative Max B. Osceola Jr. and Director of 
Utilities/Public Works Susie Kippenberger and her 


staff brought out the ceremonial shovels for digging 
up the dirt to commence this planned project. After 
a quick ceremony and photo op the festivities were 
moved to the Hollywood Gym for speeches and a 
catered buffet luncheon. 

The Tribal Council member’s message was 
that soon the Hollywood reservations residents will 
enjoy their own excellent independent water 
resources and at an affordable price. This project is 
slated to be completed in about February 2008. 


Attention Tribal Painting Contractors 


The Buildings 
and Grounds department is 
taking bids for file painting 
of the Hollywood Tribal 
Headquarters building. For 
more information please 
contact Building Manager 
Ken Bonawitz at (954) 
966-6300, Ext. 1296. 
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Darline Buster selling arts and crafts for the marketplace. 


Okalee Village Family Fun Day 



Sherry Maraj 

Face painting at Family Fun Day. 


By Sherry Maraj 

HOLLYWOOD — Gators and 
bubbles sound like a strange combination, 
but for many South Floridians that meant a 
fun time at Okalee Village. All weekend 
long on Aug. 5-6, kids bounced, played 
hopscotch, played with bubbles and had 
coloring at the activities table from 1 1 a.m. 
until darkness crept in about 9 p.m. 

Tribal citizens Linda Jim and 
Irene Jimmie were making try bread. 
Janine Cypress was sewing, and Betsy 
Franco-Bowers cooking and making snow 
cones. 

It was such an exciting weekend 
for the vendors as well selling arts and 
crafts out front of Okalee Village. The 
Seminole Tribune was there along with 
Minnie Doctor and Jane Doctor. Most of 
the items that were offered were: jewelry, 
bead work, basketry, patchwork clothing, 
and wood carvings. 

The animal and gator shows had 
kids and adults fascinated to leam about 
how Seminoles used to wrestle gators. As 
they sat and watched and listened they 
were all amazed. By the end of the show 
the kids and adults had a chance to hold a 
baby gator and sit on a big gator and have 
their pictures taken. 

As kids walked around with 
painted faces, smiles and animal shapes 
balloons it was another great Seminole 
Marketplace Family Fun Day at Okalee 
Village. 



Sherry Maraj 

Sea Otter showing off for the kids. 



Kids were happy to hold a baby alligator. 



Janine Cypress sewing at Okalee Village. 



Linda Jim cooking at Family Fun Day. 



Seniors Celebrate August Birthdays 


By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — The seniors’ dining room 
in the new Immokalee Administration Building was 
beautifully decorated on Aug. 16 for the birthday cele- 
bration for those bom in the month of August. 

The room quickly filled with seniors, family 
members and staff in anticipation of the festivities. 

The Recreation department had organized a bingo 
extravaganza. Gift cards were awarded to the winners 
of each game. Starting off with regular bingo, Rachel 
Billie was holding the winning card. Pete Aguilar won 
double bingo on the same card and Mary Sanchez 
aced a game of small picture frame. 

By the fourth game, things began to get very 
tricky with four comers and one wild number going to 
Rachel Billie. Mary Sanchez experienced a comeback 
during wild numbers and Delores Jumper triumphed 
with three wild numbers and a full card. At intervals, 
raffle tickets were drawn for additional gift cards. 

The only senior celebrating a birthday in 
August was Elaine Aguilar, who received a beautiful 
bouquet of roses and a framed family photo. 
Throughout the party a steady stream of people 
dropped by to congratulate the birthday girl. 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress arrived just in 
time for lunch and join in the singing of “Happy 
Birthday.” Louise Motlow offered a prayer before the 
department of Elder Affairs’ staff served a wonderful 
ham dinner. 

The birthday cake was a beautiful shade of 
green to represent the August birthstone, which is the 
light green colored peridot. Hidden beneath the frost- 
ing was a chocolate and vanilla marble cake with 
strawberry filling. 

Aguilar succeeded in blowing out all the can- 
dles on her cake; therefore, if there is any truth to the 
old superstition, she should have her wish come true. 
Of course, there are those who questioned that 12 can- 
dles accurately represented her birth years! 



Judy Weeks 

Elaine Aguilar stands ready to blow out the candles. 



Judy Weeks 

Bingo! Raymond Yzaguirre III (left) assists his grandmother, Louise Motlow, with her game. 



The police know your rights - do you? 
Call my office for a free consultation 

Richard Castillo 

954 - 522-3500 

24 HOURS A DAY 

FOR FIFTEEN YEARS I HAVE PROTECTED RIGHTS 
LIKE YOURS. MY OFFICE DEFENDS DUI*S, DRUG 
OFFENSES, SUSPENDED LICENSE, DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE, AND ALL FELONIES AND MISDEMEANORS. 

The hiring of an attorney is an important decision that should not be based solely 
upon advertisement. Hicham Casti'io worked as a Puhlic Defender in Broward 
County from 1990-1996 and has been in private practice Tor rww years 
In 190b he was voted the Thai Attorney of the year. He graduated' from 
Capital university in 1RR9 and was admitted rn me Florida Bar in 1990, 

Federal Bar in 1992. and the Federal Trial Bar in 1994 


Kids enjoying snowcones at Okalee Village. 
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Blue Horses Rush In 


by Luci Talahonso 


By Ramona Kiyoshk 

[Editor s Note: Ramona Kiyoshk is a free- 
lance writer living in Jupiter, Florida. She is a mem- 
ber of the Ojibway First Nation of Walpole Island, 
Ontario. The opinions she expresses are her own. She 
can be reached at ramona2kiyoshk@yahoo.ca] 

The title of this book, “Blue Horses Rush In,” 
is also the name of a poem in which the author likens 
the heartbeat of her new granddaughter to the thunder 
of horses galloping across the desert. “Blue Horses 
Rush In” was the winner of the 
Mountains & Plains Booksellers 
Association’s 1998 Regional 
Book Award for Adult Nonfiction 

In this collection of 
poems and stories, Navajo poet 
Luci Talahonso speaks to the 
Dine (Navajo) alone in the streets 
in faraway cities and to all abo- 
riginal people whose traditions 
have become lost in the modem 
rat race. We were once a nation 
of family people with strong ties 
to community and home. Today 
the songs, stories and ceremonies 
that bound us together are rarely 
practiced and barely remembered. 

This book, with its 
imagery, emotions, music and 
textures, reminds us that no mat- 
ter where we are, if we want to 
keep from drowning, we must 
remember where we came from. 

“These mountains and the land 
keep us strong. From them and 
because of them, we prosper.” 

We can go home again, if only in 
spirit. 

Talahonso is a Navajo 
storyteller and teacher who lives 
in two worlds: Navajo and white. 

She teaches at the University of 
Kansas in Lawrence, but finds true happiness each 
time she journeys home to Shiprock, New Mexico, in 
the heart of Navajo country. 

English and Navajo are woven effortlessly 
throughout the pages as Talahonso writes from locales 
in Phoenix, Tucson, Texas, Kansas and other destina- 
tions. She writes from her experiences as a daughter, 
mother, sister, teacher, speaker and finally as a grand- 
mother whose strength derives from the stories and 
prayers of her people. 

“Our lives are set by precise prayers and sto- 
ries to ensure balance.” Navajo spirituality resonates 
strongly, giving Talahonso ’s words power and impact. 
Images of the Southwest deserts and mountains come 
to life with poignancy, humor, and affection. 

As a young girl, Talahonso remembers the 
closely knit Navajo clans of sheep herders who gath- 
ered under the stars at night to listen to their grandpar- 
ents talk about the ancestors, creation and family. 
Huddled under blankets and snuggled up against sib- 
lings, the children listened, knowing they were loved 
and safe, storing away the things that would sustain 
them in life. 

In that world, time was nebulous. One slept 
when one was tired, one ate when one was hungry and 


there was no rushing off in the morning to a stress- 
filled day. The children were treasured and essential to 
the order of the world, included in all events and out- 
ings. 

Talahonso writes about a trip to the city to 
deliver a reading with the car filled with squirming 
youngsters. “. . .it feels lonely to go anywhere without 
two or three little ones in the back seat.” Someone 
once said: ’’Don’t tell a Navajo not to bring their 
kids,” when responding to an adults only invitation. 

The word Hozho 
comes up often. Hozho means 
balance or order. It is the 
Navajo version of the Circle 
that was the model of well- 
being for other First Nations 
people. If the Circle is bent, 
twisted or broken, the person is 
ill and his/her world is in disar- 
ray. One must always work on 
keeping the Circle whole. 

Hozho is disrupted when 
Talahonso ’s teenage daughter 
runs away from home. The 
whole family grieves as if 
mourning a death, but it is 
Talahonso herself who feels the 
universal anguish of a bereft 
mother. 

Hozho is restored 
when the girl is returned home 
and the celebration is like that 
of a new birth. Hozho is dis- 
rupted another time when 
Talahonso ’s sister loses her 
singing voice after an abusive 
relationship. Hozho is restored 
when she finds it again with a 
new love. 

Sheep and horses, 
necessities of the Navajo 
lifestyle are respected and cared 
for. A young child receives a lamb and eventually a 
colt, that she must care for, demonstrating her respon- 
sibility by the way she disciplines and nurtures the 
animals. Dogs and puppies abound, their barking in 
the distance a part of the desert night. 

There is an excerpt on the origin of luminar- 
ies, a beautiful Southwest Christmas tradition; there is 
an explanation why Navajo women wear the long bil- 
lowing skirts, and why the men wear turquoise. We 
are given the legend of Spider Woman, shape-shifter 
and seductress, who teaches Navajo women to weave. 

In another passage, the fragrance of bread 
baking in an outdoor oven and mutton stew simmering 
in the evening air make the mouth water. Sheep bells 
and laughter peal out across the arroyos. Talahonso 
weaves a magical, but very believable world. 

I recommend this book, especially for 
women, as Talahonso writes about the things dear to 
their hearts. Men should read it also, especially if they 
want to better understand the women they love. The 
book is valuable for its beauty, but it is also portrays 
the strong spirituality that kept a nation together and 
which, when practiced, can still keep the family strong 
and happy today. 



Blue Raises Rush In 



Blue Horses Rush In 
Poems and Stories 
Luci Tapahonso 
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Hollywood/Ft PierceATrail Incentive Awards 


By Chris Jenkins 

HOLLYWOOD — On August 15th the best 
from the academic world among the Seminole tribe 
community were recognized for their hard work and 
accomplishments at the Hard Rock Hotel and Casino 
in the 2006 Incentive Awards. 

Those areas recognized included: Hollywood, 
non-resident Hollywood, Trial and Fort Pierce. 

The evening began with a prayer from 
Education Director Louise Gopher, followed by din- 
ner. Next, members of the Tribal Council including 
Chairman Mitchell Cypress, Prcsidcnt/Vice Chairman 
Moses Osceola, Hollywood Council Representative 
Max B Osceola Jr., Trial Liaison William Osceola and 
Brighton Board Representative Johnnie Jones wel- 
comed the students and parents. 

Gopher then introduced guest speaker Robert 
Smith. Smith is a former eight year player and all-pro 
from National Football League. To conclude the night 
award presentations were given out. There were also 
gifts presented. An embroidered Seminole Tribe of 
Florida jean jacket, certificates of achievement, and 
money were all given by the Seminole Tribe. 

One of the success stories was Florida State 
University senior and political science major Kyle 
Doney. The native of Avon Park, Fla. has participated 
in the incentive awards ceremonies for more than 10 
years. He says just being recognized has always been 
icing on the cake for him. 

“You always want to do well in school, but it 
was nice to get that extra incentive,” Doney said. “I 
don’t know what the educational numbers are, but I’m 
a person that wants to change things, there’s nothing 
more that I want then to change things for the Tribe 
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Stephen Galla 


Sheyanna Osceola gets a handshake and congratu- 
lations from Chairman Cypress. 


and bring success to the Tribe.” 

“I try to encourage everyone to finish their 
education,” Doney continued. 

He said his future plans are to work for the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida in a management capacity 
upon graduation. 

Gopher says the event has made a lot of 
strides over the 10-plus years she has been involved. 

“At one time it meant money, now it’s a pride 
thing. They want to be recognized for their academic 
accomplishments,” Gopher said. 

The motivation behind the awards works 
according to Gopher. 

“I’ve seen kids that didn’t get anything say 
I’m going to be up there next year. If they didn’t make 
the list they’re telling themselves I want to be a part of 
that.” 

As a former athlete, and now author, motiva- 
tional speaker and television analyst Smith says an 
education is sometimes ignored. 

“The education you receive and lessons you 
leam from your parents can’t be taken away,” Smith 
said. “It’s important to realize that it all starts in the 
classroom.” 

Smith summed up his speech to the audience 
by saying, “Nothing worthwhile is easy; you have to 
work at it.” 

Important behind the scenes for the event was 
Cindy Hughes, as the Assistant Education Director for 
the Seminole tribe. She says the growth of the awards 
continues every year. “Parents have become more 
aware of the importance of education and are pushing 
their kids to do better,” Hughes said. 

Those students receiving academic and atten- 
dance awards were as follows: 

Hollywood: Cindi Adair of Chesterbrook 





Brighton Board representative Johnny Jones 
offers a few words of encouragement and advice 
to the students and parents. 


Academy, David Anderson, Jr. of American Heritage 
Academy, Claireese Avila of Hollywood Christian, 
Kyle Baker of Hollywood Christian, Leisset Baker of 
Silver Shores Elementary, Jaden Bankston of 
Chesterbrook Academy, Turquoise Battiest of 
Hollywood Christian, Amya Baxley of Chesterbrook 
Academy, Luke Baxley Jr. of Chesterbrook Academy, 
Kiana Bell of Beacon Hill, Pemell Bert of Beacon 
Hill, Kristen Billie of American Heritage Academy, 
Shelli Billie of Sheridan Hills Christian, Summer 
Billie of Sagemont, Rayel Billie of Sagemont, Nelson 
Billie of American Heritage Academy, Maurice Billie 
of Paladin Academy-Pembroke Pines, Laura Billie of 
Florida Atlantic University, Fairuza Billie of 
Driftwood Elementary, Ditoyyo Billie of Paladin 
Academy-Pembroke Pines, Demetric Billie of 
Chesterbrook Academy, Darryl Billie of American 
Heritage Academy, Charles Billie Jr. of Chesterbrook 
Academy, Alisia Billie of Zion Lutheran Christian, 
Gabrielle Billie of Hollywood Hills Elementary, Peter 
Billie Jr. of University School-Nova SE, Briana 
Bilodeau of University School-Nova SE, Tyler 
Bilodeau of Rainbow Montessori, Braudie Blais— Billie 
of University School-Nova SE, Brianna Blais-Billie of 
University School-Nova SE, Tia Blais-Billie of 
University School- Nova SE, Mariah Bowers of 
Chesterbrook Academy, Trinity Bowers of American 
Heritage Academy, Devan Bowers of Chesterbrook 
Academy, Vcenv Bowers of Chesterbrook Academy, 
Jackson Buster of Suwannee Primary School, Talena 
Castillo of Hollywood Christian, Kahelote Cornelius 
of Seymour Public School, Yoklot Cornelius of Oneida 
Nation High School, Blige Cypress of Ahfachkee, 
Darion Cypress of Hollywood Christian, Ethan 
Cypress of Hollywood Christian, Gail Cypress of 
Barry University, Janay Cypress of Hollywood 
Christian, Kasera Cypress of Hollywood Christian, Tai 
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Hollywood Board representative Gloria Wilson 
speaks during dinner. 


Cypress of American Heritage-Boca, Tayler Cypress 
of Hollywood Christian, Darian Cypress- 
Osceola of Highpoint Academy, Kanavis 
Cypress- William of Ahfachkee, Joesph 
Diaz of Hollywood Christian, Howie Drake 
of Hollywood Christian, Jennie Eagle of 
Boca Raton Prep, Raylon Eagle of Boca 
Raton Prep, Alexander Escobar of 
Hollywood Christian, Sunshine Frank of 
Johnson and Wales, Brent Frank of 
Chesterbrook Academy, Damion Frank of 
Beacon Hill, Elizabeth Frank of 
Chesterbrook , Kendra Frank of Paladin 
Academy-Hollywood, Raevin Frank of 
Crenshaw School, Darryl Fuentes of 
Paladin Academy-Hollywood, Betty 
Goosens of Nova Southeastern University, 
Kaitlynn Gomey of Stephen Foster 
Elementary, Deila Haijo of Hollywood 
Christian, Briana Harjochee of Paladin- 
Academy-Hollywood, Chassidy Harjochee 
of Paladin Academy-Hollywood, Joseph 
Hiers of Sequoyah High School, Taylor 
Holata of Sheridan Hills Christian, 
Valentino Huggins of American Heritage 
Academy, Joseph Hughes of Mel Blount 
Youth Home, Phelicia Hughes of Annie 
Wright School, Jonathan Idle of Miami 
Montessori, Maleah Issac of Beacon Hill, 
Courtney Jim of Miccosukee Indian 
School, Elena Jim of Heritage School, 
Katherine Jim of Heritage School, Lauren 
Jim of Heritage School, Joseph John of 
University School-Nova SE, Cecil Johns of 



Stephen Galla 


Carson Knaby receives a proud and deserved congratulations 
from Councilman Max Osceola. 


Chesterbrook Academy, Kristy Johns of Hollywood 
Christian, Shania Johns of Chesterbrook Academy, 
Heather Josh of Anadarko High School, Kyreil Josh of 
Chesterbrook Academy, Dakoda Josh of Fort Cobb- 
Broxton School, Coleman Josh of Fort Cobb-Broxton 
School, Shandin Josh of Kayenta Intermediate School, 
Cameron Jumper of Flamingo Road Christian, 
Catherine Jumper of Jones Academy, Eden Jumper of 
Chesterbrook Academy, Franklin Jumper of 
Chetserbrook Academy, Nicholas Jumper of Flamingo 
Road Christian, Phoenix Sim Jumper of Flamingo 
Road Christian, Falon Keyser of Johnson county High 
School, Kathlyn Kippenberger of American Heritage 
Academy, Cheyenne Kippenberger of American 
Heritage Academy, Heather Kippenberger of 
Driftwood Middle School, Kurya Kippenberger of 
American Heritage Academy, Carson Knaby of 
University School- Nova SE, Victoria Lacey of 
Lakeview Academy, Zechariah Lacey of Lakeview 
Academy, Malcolm lacey Jr. of Lakeview Academy, 
Bradley Latchford of Hollywood Christian, Brad 
Latchford of Hollywood Christian, Casey McCall of 
Sheridan Hills Christian, KC McDonald of Cooper 
Elementary, Randee McDonald of Cooper High 
School, Baylee Micco of Stirling Elementary, Jaide 
Micco of Hollywood Christian, Jesse Mitchell of 
American Heritage Academy, Dominique Motlow of 
Paladin Academy-Hollywood, Kenzie Motlow of 
Hollywood Academy, Chelsea Mountain of American 
Heritage Academy, Kira Mowatt of Sheridan Hills 
Christian, Robert Nelson of First Assembly Christian 
School, Randee Osceola of Wicomico Day School, 
Kailani Osceola of Heritage School, Kendrick Osceola 



Guest speaker Robert Smith explains the value 
of education to the students and parents in 
attendance. 


Osceola of Chesterbrook Academy, 
Courtney Osceola of University School- 
Nova SE, Davena Osceola of Heritage 
School, Denise Osceola of Beacon Hill, 
Elden Osceola of Paladin Academy- 
Hollywood, Chahechom Osceola of 
Driftwood, Tehya Philpott of Briggs 
Elementary School, Raymond Philpott Jr. 
of Briggs Elementary School, Kiara 
Pichardo of Hollywood Christian, Leeonna 
Pichardo of Hollywood Christian, Richard 
Primeaux of Hollywood Christian, Terrell 
Primeaux of Driftwood, River Randall of 
Lowell Elementary School, Natomah 
Robbins of American Heritage Academy, 
Tucomah Robbins of American Heritage 
Academy, Michael Rosato of Sheridan 
Hills Christian, Samuel Sanchez of 
Hollywood Christian, Jesse Sanchez of 
Hollywood Christian, Clifford Sanchez of 
Hollywood Christian, Klayton Sanders of 
American Heritage Boca, Adahma Sirota 
of Chesterbrook Academy, Anahna 

Sirota of Chesterbrook Academy, 
Chloe Smith of Hollywood Christian, 
Garhett Smith of Driftwood, Elijah Snell 
of Hollywood Christian, Donavin Spiva of 
Beacon Hill, Renee Stivers of Woodside 
Middle School, Victoria Stivers of 
Woodland Presbyterian School, Tyler 
Storm of Park Avenue Christian Academy, 
Thomas Storm Jr. of Brevard C.C. 
Bookstore, Isiah Thomas of University 
School-Nova SE, Marlissa Tiger of 
American Heritage Academy, Summer 



of Paladin Academy-Hollywood, 
Knananochet Osceola of Driftwood 
Elementary, Marsha Osceola of Coconut 
Palm Elementary, Meaghan Osceola of 
Pinecrest, Neko Osceola of Hollywood 
Christian, Whitney Osceola of Driftwood 
Middle School, Neyom Osceola of 
Driftwood Elementary, Robert Osceola of 
American Heritage Academy, Royce Osceola 
of Paladin Academy-Pembroke Pines, 

Shelby Osceola of Hollywood Christian, 
Sheyanna Osceola of Hollywood Christian, 
Skyla Osceola of Hollywood Christian, 
Trevor Osceola of Pinecrest, John Osceola 
of Gloria Del, Victor Osceola of American 
Heritage Academy, Rylee Osceola of 
University School-Nova SE, Tristina 
Osceola of Hollywood Christian, Audrey 
Osceola of Paladin Academy-Hollywood, 
John Osceola of Beacon Hill, Aaron Osceola 
of Paladin Academy-Pembroke Pines, Anissa 
Osceola of Paladin Academy-Pembroke 
Pines, Ariah Osceola of Hollywood 
Christian, Shelli Osceola of American 
Heritage Academy, Audrey Osceola of 
Loxahatchee Groves Elementary, Brooke 
Osceola of University School-Nova SE, 
Cameron Osceola of American Heritage 
Academy, Cameron Osceola of Hollywood 
Christian, Geraldine Osceola of WOR-WIC 
Community College, Gherri Osceola of 
Wicomico Day School, Charlie Osceola of 
Wicomico Day School, Christian Osceola of 
Chaminade Madonna Prep School, Ashley 



Stephen Galla 

Kindergartener Trinity Bowers is congratulated by 
Chairman Mitchell Cypress. 
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Student Casey McCall poses with Chairman Cypress and 
Councilman Max Osceola. 


Tiger of University of Miami, Calvin Tiger 
Jr. of North Broward Prep, Tommie Lorelei 
of Summit Questa Montessori, Jessica Turtle 
of Paladin Academy- Hollywood, Rebecca 
Vasquez of Paladin Academy-Pembroke 
Pines, Tameron Wilcox of Loxahatchee 
Groves Elementary, Tristen Wilcox of 
Loxahatchee Groves Elementary, Jackie 
Willie of Hollywood Christian, Troy Yescas 
of Chesterbrook Academy, Jade Young of 
Sheridan Hills Christian, Katelyn Young of 
American Heritage Academy, Krystle Young 
of American Heritage Academy, Tarina 
Young of American Heritage Academy, 
Tianna Young of American Heritage 
Academy and Tous Young Jr. of American 
Heritage Academy. 

Ft. Pierce: Rollie Gilliam III of 
John Carroll Catholic School, Celeste 
Stockton of Fort Pierce Westwood High 
Public School, Gabriel Stockton of Indian 
River Community College, Marisa Stockton 
of Kilpatrick Christian Academy, Karissa 
Tommie of Indian River Community 
College, Kristicia Tommie of Fort Pierce 
High School 

Trail: Cassidy Bert of Miccosukee 
Indian School, Morgan Bert of Miccosukee 
Indian School, Noel Jim of Miccosukee 
Indian School, Richard Keyser of Johnson 
County High School, John Osceola Jr. of 
Miccosukee Indian School, and Kaylene 
Osceola of Miccosukee Indian School. 
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2006 Brighton Incentive Awards 





Higher Education Advisor Erlinda Iley was 
also at the program to present higher education stu- 
dents with awards for grades or for receiving their 
degree. All award recipients also received a certificate, 
denim jacket with Tribal logo and monetary award. 

The evening was 
full of smiling 
faces as the stu- 
dents made their 
way to center 
stage to receive 
their award and 
the challenge has 
been made to 
have even more 


Chastity Harmon, 

Dax Haught, Kelley 
Haught, Brett Huff, 

Frank Huff, Mary 
Huff, Ty Huff, 

Pierson Hunsinger, 

Garrett Huston, 

Tommiy Jackson, 

Alexus James, 

Anthony Johns, 

Elizabeth Johns, 

Harley Johns, 

Steven Johns- 
Ashley, Kalgary 
Johns, Dewell 

students receiving Johns, Jobe Johns, 
awards next year. Marilee Jhns, 

The Jalynn, Jones, 

Higher Education Taylor Johns, Phillip 
department also Jones, Rudy Juarez, 
wishes to send Rumor Juarez, Tavis 
their apologies to Jumper, Dalmericka 
Wendy Juarez for King, Brydgett 
leaving her out. Koontz, Farrah 
Wendy received Lytle, Garrett 
her associate’s Madrigal, James 
Degree from Madrigal, Jenna 
Indian River McDuffie, Bakari 

Emma Brown Community Micco, Mason 

College. Micco, Dyami 

K-12 Nelson, Kayla Nelson, Keyana Nelson, Airianna 
Awards: Blake Nunez, Alicia Nunez, Amelia Nunez, Apolonia Nunez, 
Baker, Ivess Baker, Jaryaca Baker, Kiylier Baker, Brianna Nunez, Cheyenne Nunez, Daniel Nunez, 

Ashton Baxley, Ashton Beer, Jermaine Bennett, Dalton Destiny Nunez, Brittany Oakes, Christopher Olivarez, 
Bert, Reese Bert, 

Bethany Billie, 

Breanna Billie, 

Drayton Billie, Leanna 
Billie, Lois Billie, 

Terence Billie, Troy 
Billie, Brian Bishop, 

Joshua Boromei, Clint 
Bowers, Janae 
Braswell, Stevie 
Brantley, Kailin 
Brown, Alexander 
Buck, Ruben Burgess, 

Skyler Burke, Kaylen 
Buster, Tristan Buster, 

Deliah Carrillo, Chloe 
Chalfant, Justin 
Chalfant, Emily 
Cortez, Larissa Cortez, 

Blaine Courson, Jara 
Courson, Kirsten 
Doney, Alissa Dorgan, 

Britney Dorgan, Austin 
Fisher, Erik Garcia, 

Michael Garcia, Joshua 
Girtman, Alexis 
Gopher, Ashlee 
Gopher, Lewis Gopher, 

Maude Gopheq Duelle Students with three or Iess days absent . 

Gore, Sabree Hall, * 


(L-R) Zena Simmons (AA), Pete Hahn (BA), Carla Gopher (MBA). 


Deandre Osceola, Delaney Osceola, Donovan Osceola, 
Imillakiyo Osceola, Isaac Osceola, Jessi Osceola, 
Joseph Osceola, Kristina Osceola, Lauren Osceola, 
Mila Osceola, Nicki Osceola, River Osceola, Ryan 
Osceola, Samuel Osceols, Sean Osceola, Trent 

Osceola, Trista Osceola, Tyler Osceols, 
Yopalakiyo Osceola, Heather Peterson, 
Ritchie Pewo, Brugundya Pierce, Shae 
Pierce Tweston Pierce, Ty Pierce, Eric 
Puente, Myrick Puente, Hayden Roberts, 
Nicholas Rodriquez, Dylan Sampson, 
Lahna Sedatol, Lanie Sedatol, Randy 
Shore, Brittany Smith, Crysten Smith, 
Janet Smith, Jayce Smith, Jerry Smith, 
J.T. Smith, Mariah Smith, Rayven 
Smith, Richard Smith, Rylee Smith, 
Stephanie Smith, Desiree Snow, Audrey 
Snow, Joseph Snow, McKayla Snow, 
Ryan Snow, Hunter Strickland, Camryn 
Thomas, Layne Thomas, Layton 
Thomas, Trevor Thomas, Cody Tiger, 
Joshua Tiger, Quinnton Tiger, Aiyana 
Tommie, Jennifer Tommie, Marshall 
Tommie, Erin Willie, Zachary Willie, 
Cameron Youngblood, Daylon 
Youngblood, Talon Youngman, Wyatt 
Youngman 

Higher Education Awards: 

Carla Gopher, master’s degree, Peter 
Hahn, bachelor of art’s degree, Zena 
Simmons, associate of art’s degree, 
Wendy Juarez, associate of art’s degree, 
Emma Brown Howard Madrigal, 3.0-3.75 GPA, Jarrid 
Smith, 3.0-3.75 GPA. 


By Emma Brown 

ORLANDO, FL — The Brighton Education 
department hosted their year end Incentive Awards 
program this year on July 3 1 during the Brighton 
Youth Conference at the Hard Rock Hotel in Orlando. 


Brighton’s perfect attendance students. 


Jason Thomas, PAC member and parent, 
served as the emcee for this year’s program and as 
always he did a fantastic job. The program began with 
the introductions of attending dignitaries. In atten- 
dance at the program were Brighton Council 
Representative Andrew Bowers, Brighton Board 
Representative Johnnie Jones and President/Vice 
Chairman Moses Osceola. 

Following a few words from each of them, 
Jason introduced the PAC officers: President John 
Madrigal, Vice-President Diane Smith and Secretary 
Michele Thomas. They were thanked for a job well 
done during the 2005-2006 school year. 

Next, Education Director Louise Gopher 
spoke to the audience about the new campaign the 
Education department has launched to abolish absen- 
teeism and tardies. Following Gopher’s words of wis- 
dom, the audience was shown a DVD of Jim Shore 
receiving his honorary doctorate from Florida State 
University. The DVD was very moving and inspira- 
tional and left no room for excuses for students to be 
unsuccessful no matter what may try to hold them 
back. 

Next Brighton Intervention Specialist Tony 
Bullington shared that Brighton has gone from four 
students receiving perfect attendance in 2005 to 26 in 
2006 making that a 550 percent increase. Brighton 
also had approximately 90 percent of their students 
receive an award at this year’s program which is a 
pretty substantial number. Each student that received 
straight A’s for the year, perfect attendance or high 
school diploma was presented with a trophy. 



& Entertainment 


Premium Seating For 
All Local & National Events 

Concerts * Sports 'Theatre 

For All Events Cell: 

(305) 444-TIXX (8499) (800) 8B1-8499 
Kflsitus at: www.preferredultimate.com 

Happy with our Entertainment Service? 
Try our Full Travel Service 

Cruises * Hotels * Airlines 

305-445-6566 or (666)445-6566 

Visit us at: www.preferredultimatetrave9.com 


Upcoming Events: 

Chris Brown 
Jeff Beck 
Shakira 

Korn / Deftones 
Styx /Foreigner 
Santana 
Gigantour 

Sheryl Crow / John Mayer 
Pet Shop Boys 
Doobie Brothers 
Eric Clapton 
Greg Allman 
Trisha Yearwood 
Cheetah Girls 
Miami Dolphins 
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Big Cypress Incentive Awards Ceremony 






Candy Cypress and Jennifer Chadwick were honored for receiv- 
ing their associates degrees. 


By Tony Heard 

BIG CYPRESS — Education 
is a very important aspect in life today. 

On Aug. 1 at the Herman Osceola 
Gymnasium in BC, the education depart- 
ment and others honored the youth who 
excelled in school the past year. 

Categories that were being noticed were, 
perfect attendance, straight A’s, Absent 
three days or less, and a few more spe- 
cial awards. 

Councilman David Cypress and 
Board Representative Paul Bowers Sr. 
blessed the crowd with a few words of 
encouragement and knowledge. Both 
mentioned how great it was to see all the 
kids who are taking their schooling so 
serious. The night began with a short 
invocation from Pastor Salaw 
Hummingbird and the food was ready 
for everyone to enjoy. 

While all in attendance enjoyed 
the Italian cuisine, there was a few raf- 
fles that took place. A few of the items 

that were raffled off were; talking die- . , , _ , 

tionaries, gift baskets with educational toys inside and aot one missed day. These committed youngsters are: 
a portable DVD player Sierra Bowers, Deforest Carter, Symphony Osceola, 

The special recognition awards began with Savannah Tiger, Tequesta Tiger, Demetria Tigertail 

and Ethan Balentine. 

Not missing one day is a hard 
thing to do, but there a few of the youth 
who missed no more than three days of 
school the entire year. Those students 
were: Akira Billie, Alfred Billie, Asiana 
Billie, Dannee Billie, Eyanna Billie, Sabre 
Billie, Abiaka Bowers, Alyssa Bowers, 
Blige Cypress, Caitlin Cypress, Ryan 
Cypress, Stanley Cypress, Kanavis 
Cypress-Williams, Rashaun Jim, Anthony 
Joe, Mika Lopez, Bradley Osceola, Kaitlin 
Osceola, Klaressa Osceola and Cooper 
Rivers. 

Getting good grades is something 
all parents stress to their children. Many 
kids don’t understand why education is 
such an emphasis in society today. These 
13 students who were honored next under- 
stand the importance of getting good 
grades. They all take their book work very 
serious and it shows through the high 
marks they receive on their report cards. 

These students received all A’s 
throughout last school year: Roderick 
Bert, Lcauna Billie, Sierra Bowers, 
Channcy Curry, Blige Cypress, Darlah Cypress, 
Sydnee Cypress, Dasani Frye, Ethan Hummingbird, 


Students who missed three days or less received medals. 


honoring all of the graduates who have finished high 
school and went on to earn higher education degrees. 

These graduates being recog- 
nized for their achievements were 
Jennifer Chadwick and Candy 
Cypress who both received associate’s 
degrees. Lindsey King was also rec- 
ognized but was unable to make it to 
the event. Danny Tommie, who was 
also unable to be in attendance, was 
being honored for receiving his bach- 
elor’s degree. 

There were five high school 
graduates who were receiving awards. 

These young people have fought 
through the adversity of peer pres- 
sure, parents on their case, and teach- 
ers nagging at them. But they stayed 
focused and accomplished a goal that 
many youngsters in today’s society do 
not, they received their high school 
diplomas. Therefore; a congratula- 
tions in is order for, Kellie Tigertail, 

Jonathan Haijo, Reuben “Sonny” 

Billie Jr., Juanita “JoJo” Osceola and 
Raul Alvarez Jr. for a job well done. 

Continuing the special recog- 
nition awards those students who 
were at school everyday no matter 
what. These seven students were being honored for 
having an attendance record that 


Ahnie Landin, Trevon Marks, John Robbins Jr. and 


No smiles, but happiness within for these youngsters. 


Seminole youth who earned all A’s and 


iLWiLWivu iui Ignacia Rodriguez. These children achieved a great 
perfect 1 meaning 8 oa ^ by receiving a straight A’s, keeping that focus and 
dedication will be expected of them in the 
future. 

There was another special group 
of children who take great pride in their 
school work. These students worked hard 
all year, but ended up bringing home all A’s 
and a few B’s too. These kids must do 
homework all the time to bring home 
grades like these. 

The kids who got all A’s and a few 
B’s were: Christopher Alexander, Ricky Joe 
Alumbaugh, Malari Baker, Katie Bert, 
Graysun Billie, Jon Ross Billie, Gloria 
Brooks, Kegan Cypress, Micheala Cypress, 
Hali Garcia, Michelle Jimmie, K’ahna 
Jumper, Kelcie Jumper, Rodni Mercer, 
Kaitlin Osceola, Justin Roff, Demetria 
Tigertail and Trisha Walker. 

The students who were honored in 
Big Cypress on this lovely evening range 
from pre-kindergarten through higher edu- 
cation. A special congratulations comes 
Heard f rom the Tribal Board and Council repre- 
sentatives to all those who were honored 
for striving to be the best in their studies. 






Education Awards Given Out 


Judy Weeks 

Proudly displaying their awards earned this past school year (L-R): Chelsey Ford, Trystan Yzaguirre 
and Ashley Faz. 


By Judy Weeks 

LABELLE, FL — Members of the 
Immokalee community were recognized at the 
2005-2006 Awards Ceremony being held by the 
Community Christian School of LaBelle. The audi- 
torium at the LaBelle Civic Center had been appro- 
priately decorated for this most auspicious occasion. 

At 7 p.m. on May 25, students, parents and 
friends filled the seats as the school’s administration 
department acknowledged the participants accom- 
plishments during the previous school term. 

Chelsey Ford, daughter of Michelle 
Aguilar Ford, had successfully completed the sec- 
ond grade and had an average that placed her on the 
A Honor Roll. In addition, she received an A Bible 
Award and Perfect Attendance Certificate. 

Trystan Yzaguirre, son of Cleofas and 
Donna Yzaguirre, had also excelled while attending 
second grade and received awards for the A Honor 
Roll and A Bible Award. Ashley Faz, daughter of 
Juanita Pequeno Martinez, had completed the third 
grade curriculum and received an A in Bible class. 

All of these students have made a special 
effort in applying themselves and continue to show 
above-average participation in educational activi- 
ties. 


Judy Weeks 

Michelle Aguilar Ford congratulating her daugh- 
ter, Chelsey Ford, following the awards. 


Open House Fiesta at the Preschool 


By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — On the evening 
of Aug. 10 the Immokalee preschool staff, 
under the management of Michelle Ford, 
welcomed the fall students and their parents 
for open house. 

The school had been transformed 
into a Mexican fiesta for the occasion. 

The front room had been decorated 
with a pinata, fiesta streamers, cutouts, som- 
breros, maracas and Mexican flags. The staff 
had skillfully assisted the children in making 
their own sombreros using newspaper and 
ball fringe, resulting in some very attractive 
party hats. Paper bags and various art sup- 
plies had been used to fashion maracas to 
complete their ensemble. 

Parents were introduced to 
Preschool Director Leona Tommie Williams, 
Education Coordinator Amber Hyatt, Social 
Services Coordinator Yvonne Courtney, 
Parent Involvement Coordinator Dawna Bell 


Carlos Bermudez shows off the Mexican sombrero and 
maracas that he helped make. 


Judy Weeks 

Mercedes and Miah Davis pose with the burro during 
the Fiesta Party. 


and Disabilities Coordinator Hillary 
Denerstein. The type of services they can 
provide when needed was discussed in detail 
and the parents were given an opportunity to 
ask questions. 

Parent handbooks were distributed 
and their contents discussed dining a slide 
presentation. Immediately following, the 
parent committee was selected for the 2006- 
2007 school year: President Vanessa 
Aguilar, Vice President Raymond Mora, 
Secretary Toni Martinez and Treasurer 
Kenny Davis Sr. The parents then visited 
their child’s classroom and became 
acquainted with the teacher. 

Continuing in the fiesta theme, a 
Mexican dinner was served which included 
enchiladas, Mexican rice, salad, com chips 
and salsa, tea and desserts. 
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Hollywood Education department staff and kids holding up the banner with a positive message. 


Back to School Awareness at Kid’s Carnival 


By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD — On a hot sunny Aug. 4 
afternoon at the softball field, kids and their parents 
gathered for an afternoon treat of fun and games. 
Circling overhead in the blue sky was an airplane 
dragging a huge sign for all to see from the field. The 
slogan read, “School Can’t Wait. Be There Early. 
Don’t Be Late.” 

The friendly reminder was part of back to 
school awareness campaign, reminding students it’s 
time to get ready for the new school year that began 
on Aug. 14. It was sponsored and promoted by 
Hollywood Council Representative Max Osceola Jr. 
and the Tribe’s Education department. 

Julie Bennett, intervention specialist at 
Hollywood Education department said, “We are here 
this afternoon to celebrate a back to school event, 
we’re letting everybody know when school starts and 
we are promoting a campaign, no absences, no tardies 
for the year, so we are giving out camouflage T-shirts, 
hats, alarm clocks, rulers. . . so it’s a good afternoon to 
kick off a back to school year.” 

Kids were happy to ride and play in some 
fun wet activities that made the afternoon sun less 
dangerous. The kids were lined up to get a chance to 
try out “Surf Sensation,” where a kid jumps up on a 
simulated surfboard and tries to keep balance and not 
fall off while the operator presses buttons on an elec- 
tronic box to manipulate the surfboard to buck and 


twist and throw off the young rider. 

There were big air balloons that the kids 
could jump and slide through and wet and wild sliding 
on plastic air bubble sheets. They even had 
six foot air ball races that allowed the chil- 
dren to climb inside a clear plastic ball 
filled with hot air. After bring zippered in, 
they would push the ball and try to run 
from the inside of the giant clear plastic 
ball. 

Fifth grader Kayoan Osceola, 10, 

Big Town clan said, “I’m having fun and I 
like it all.” 

Director of Education Louise 
Gopher made a brief speech to the parents 
and kids under the big white tent where 
supper was catered by the Renegade 
Barbeque. 

“All of us are in a war to stamp 
out absenteeism and tardiness, if you’re 
not in school you’re not learning what you 
need to learn, to pass, if you’re missing the 
same classes every morning and you’re not 
there, you’re still not learning,” Gopher 
said. “It’s like a domino effect, pretty soon 
you get behind in class and you don’t want 



Hollywood Board Representative Gloria Wilson 
stresses the importance of education. 


to be like a dummy, so you start acting up and than 
you have discipline problems. So that’s why we want 
to address it now with this new awareness.” 

Hollywood Board Representative 
Gloria Wilson talked about this worthwhile 
program when she addressed the attendees. 

“I was totally appalled when I 
received a report from Julie Bennett of our 
Education department showing all the grades 
and who wasn’t going to school,” she said. 
“Some of these kids, and I know what families 
they’re from, I was really disappointed that 
they’re not totally supportive as I thought they 
were in pursuing education. 

“Education is important to anybody 
and everybody because if you don’t know 
what’s going on around you even today at my 
age, I’m still learning, I’m always learning, 
you always keep learning as you grow older, 
because if you think you know it all you’re 
missing out on a lot, because you don’t. I think 
it’s important that we continue to stress educa- 
tion in all areas of life because that’s the only 
way you’re going to get through.” 

Everyone in attendance appreciated 
the message being broadcast and enjoyed the 
rest of the event fun activities as kids ran 
around the field freely playing and laughing with each 
other for the last few days before the new school year 
finally starts. 



Felix DoBosz 

Clarissa Jumper hangs ten on the Surf Sensation ride. 




MBA Launches New Drug Awareness Program 



By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON First Indian 
Baptist Academy (FIBA) opened its 
doors this new 2006-2007 school year 
with a 25 percent enrollment increase 
from this time last year. 

Parents are looking for schools 
where children leam morals and ethics, 
where teaching the 10 Commandments 
is an important part of the curriculum, 
said Pastor Wonder Johns. He said 
Proverbs 22:6 in the Bible instructs par- 
ents to “Train up the child in the right 
way and he will not depart from it.” 

One new addition to the cur- 
riculum this year is a science-based drug 
abuse education program offered by the 
National Institute on Drug Abuse. 

Materials to be used include books, CDs 
pamphlets, posters and magazines. For 
example, the “Mind Over Matter Series” 
has been purchased for fifth through 
ninth grades. This series influences chil- 
dren to reject drug use by helping them 
understand the effects of drugs on the brain. 

The 10-12 grade students will watch a CD 
and video that provides current research-based infor- 
mation on various aspects of addiction including neu- 
robiology, behavioral components, and treatment. 

In addition, the school will be partnering this 
year with Seminole Police Department (SPD) in 
developing a drug prevention program similar to a 


Dare Resource Officer-type program. In FIBAs pro- 
gram, an SPD officer will teach a class on drug aware- 
ness and work with the children in the Brighton com- 
munity. 

Another advantage of private education, said 
Johns, is individual attention. Children’s educational 
needs don’t fall through the cracks like they can in 
public schools. The class sizes are small and a teacher 
has time to work with a student. 

“That is one of the most important 
things about this school,” said Johns. “In 
public schools some of the students feel 
left out, especially if the child is too shy to 
speak up, and the teachers leave them out.” 

School Principal Darlene Holmes 
added that FIBA fosters a caring atmos- 
phere where all the teachers and adminis- 
trators know all the students. 

It is true that FIBA has had a dif- 
ficult start but each year they add new 
staff, keep their best and most talented 
teachers, expand the curriculum and keep 
improving the administration. Most of the 
teachers are fully committed to their stu- 
dents and teach because they want to, not 
for a fat paycheck. 

Pastor Johns said he hopes they 
will be able to invite the accreditation team 
to the school this year for inspection. 

“We will be more prepared,” 

Johns said. “There was more than could be 
done and we aren’t perfect but we can get 
as close as we can.” 



If I Can Do It, So Can You! 



By Geraldine Osceola, Higher Education Student, 
Hollywood 

Do you wish you could go back to school 
but you feel you can’t or it’s too late? Well, listen to 
my story! 

Hi! My name is Geraldine Lee Osceola. I 
was invited to attend the Hollywood Incentive 
Awards Ceremony on Aug. 15 to receive an award 
for making it to the dean’s list. My higher education 
advisor asked me to be a guest speaker and I accept- 
ed. Unfortunately, I was unable to make it. However, 
I promised that I would put an article in The 
Seminole Tribune regarding my 
accomplishments . 

I have six children, 
attend college full time, and run 
a household. You are probably 
wondering: How does she do it? 

First, my strength comes from 
within me; I know what I want 
to do with my life. I want to help 
my people so I went back to 
school. My goal is to become a 
chemical dependency counselor. 

Once I achieve this goal, I plan 
to make a difference in my tribe. 

To run a household 
while in school can be difficult. 

The most helpful technique is to 
have a schedule and follow it. 

My day starts at 6 a.m. to get 
everyone to school on time, and 
then get myself to school. When 
I am through with my classes, 1 
do my other personal activities. 

Throughout the week, I have 
chores that need to be done 
along with making sure the bills 
are paid on time. 

A commitment has to 


be made to accomplish goals. You have to make 
time for yourself too, and this is very important; it 
helps keep your own peace of mind. Once a week, I 
do something just for me. It may be a movie, pedi- 
cure, get my hair colored, read a book, hang out with 
a friend or just go for a walk. For the kids, every 
Friday is movie night. Once in a while we go some- 
where for the weekend. 

If I can do it and be serene, so can you. If 
you want to go back to school to get your GED or 
go back to college, don’t let anything stand in your 
way. You can do it. . . just want it. 


Geraldine Osceola and her daughter Randee stands with Assistant 
Education Director Cindy Hughes after receiving her award. 
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Kids enjoy a giant airball race. 
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Education Hosts 3rd Annual Staff Retreat 




By Emma Brown 

HOLLYWOOD — The 

Seminole Tribe’s Education department 
held their Third Annual Staff Retreat 
from Aug. 9-1 1 at the Seminole Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino. The Education 
department consists of education staff, 
higher education, library and culture and 
language. The retreat is designed to offer 
employees of the Education department 
with enrichment classes in different 
areas of the educational field. 

The retreat began with dinner 
on the evening of Aug. 9. Chairman 
Mitchell Cypress, President Moses 
Osceola and Brighton Council 
Representative Andrew Bowers joined 
the department for dinner and commend- 
ed the staff on doing such a great job in 
their communities. Cypress and Ft. 

Pierce Liaison Sally Tommie also pre- 
sented staff with 10 or more years of 
service with flowers and a gift. These 
gifts were presented on behalf of Sally’s 
mother, the late Minnie Tommie Howard. 

Education Director Louise Gopher ended the 
staff presentations by thanking all of her staff for 
doing such an outstanding job. Comedian Don 
Bumstick ended up the first evening with a little 
“Indian Humor” and set the retreat off to a good start. 

Ryan Wilson, National Indian Education 
Association (NIEA) president, was invited to the 
retreat to bring the staff up to speed on different edu- 
cational issues that are currently impacting Indian 
Country. In summation, Wilson said that the main goal 
of NIEA is to effectively influence congress on needs 
in Indian Country and as Indian people we must 
expect excellence out of our leaders and our schools. 

“We are forcing some of the most powerful 
people in America to think about Native Americans in 
a way they never have,” Wilson added. 

It is comforting to know that there is an 
organization such as NIEA that fights the battle daily 
on behalf of Indian children 
and education. There were 
also sessions on conflict in the 
work place, dealing with chil- 
dren with ADD or ADHD, and 
Runninghorse Livingston pre- 
sented on different strategies 
of teaching math to children 
that have proven to be more 
effective. 

This year’s retreat 
was a success and was meant 
to offer staff with some time 
out of the office to get togeth- 
er with staff members from 
other reservations, to team 
build, and to be educationally 
enriched by offering presenta- 
tions in the various fields of 
education and by offering pre- 
sentations on how to effective- 
ly work with children. 


Staff enjoys team building exercise. 


Runninghorse Livingston speaks about new innova- 
tive ways to teach math to students. 


Employees participate in hands on math experiment. 


<♦ Naples 

Continued from page 1 


blonde. I offer you one piece of advice. Keep your 
head up and remember that we have all been passed 
a torch. Those people who stand by to criticize, 
based on how God created you, are basically 
attempting to stop you from succeeding or pre- 
vent you from surviving.” 

Osceola played a small game of Trivia 
to close her presentation by asking what great 
philosopher wrote the words, “Until the philoso- 
phy which holds one race superior, and another 
inferior, is finally and permanently discredited 
and abandoned, there will be war... and until the 
day that the color of a man’s skin is no more 
significant than the color of his eyes, there will 
be war.” 

That philosopher would be the leg- 
endary Bob Marley. 

Naples Liaison O.B. Osceola Jr. wel- 
comed the community members and thanked 
them for attending. In addition, he gave his grat- 
itude to PAC for all their work throughout the 
year. The PAC consists of: Lee Zepeda, Cory 
Billie and Tina Osceola. O.B. Osceola also com- 
mented on the many hours Cara Zepeda had vol- 
unteered on behalf of the community and the 
students. 


Awards logo embroidered on the front. 

The Seminole Tribe is very proud of 
Jessica Osceola, who after graduating from high 
school chose to further her education. She is cur- 
rently attending Florida Gulf Coast University 
where she is studying art history and fine arts. With 
a year-and-a-half to go, she is already making plans 
to go for her master’s degree upon graduation. 




Students from Naples community pet one of the 
Budweiser® Clydesdales. 


Wende Malik 

Brody Hagen receives his award certificates from 
Louise Gopher and Diana Rocha. 


Those in attendance were very proud of the 
students’ accomplishments and excitedly looked for- 
ward to the weekend ahead. Staying at the Gaylord 
Palms Resort, the Naples community spent the 
weekend visiting Discovery Cove and Sea World. 

Some of the highlights for the group 
included a behind the scenes tour of Sea World, 
swimming with the dolphins, riding on the dolphin’s 
backs, feeding the stingrays, petting penguins and of 
course, watching the whale show. Some of the rides 
had a few of the participants fitting into the land- 
scape. . . they were a bit green around the gills! 

As this edition of The Seminole Tribune 
goes to print, the students in the Naples community 
have once again begun the next school year. And 
although the Incentive Awards were generous, it’s 
important to be successful in school and in life 
because it’s the right thing to do. 


“The next time you see Chairman Mitchell 
Cypress and President Moses Osceola, you should 
shake their hands and thank them for helping to 
sponsor this weekend’s events,” he said. 

In conclusion, he acknowledged the hard 
work of Diana Rocha, Cindy Hughes and Louise 
Gopher for helping the Naples community organize 
it’s PAC and providing their valuable guidance. 

As the night progressed and dinner was 
served, the students grew anxious for their rewards. 
The Naples community was proud to have Louise 
Gopher, director of Education, Diana Rocha, Norita 
Yzaguirre and other members of the staff present at 
the awards dinner. 

The day before, Gopher had returned to 
Brighton from the senior awards trip to the Bahamas 
and immediately drove up to Orlando to attend this 
event. Although she was a world traveler the past 
week, she did not wish to miss the opportunity to 
present the awards to the Naples community stu- 
dents. 

In addition, each of the students received a 
blue denim jacket with the Education Incentive 


Ross Magnus Zepeda, Lake Park Elementary, 
Kindergarten, Incentive Award, Attendance 
Award 

Nicole Billie Slavik, Grace Community School, 
Kindergarten, Incentive Award 
Nicholas Osceola Zepeda, Seacrest Country Day 
School, 1st Grade, B Honor Roll 
Broden Osceola Hagen, St. Elizabeth Seaton, 1st 
Grade, B Honor Roll 

Mathew Ryan Billie, First Baptist Academy, 1st 
Grade, A Honor Roll, Attendance Award 
Corinne Elizabeth Zepeda, Lake Park 
Elementary, 2nd Grade, A Honor Roll 
Marissa Marie Osceola, Corkscrew Elementary, 
4th Grade, A Honor Roll 
Bryce Monroe Osceola, Vineyards Elementary, 
5th Grade, A Honor Roll 
Kaitlin Michelle Billie, Osceola Elementary, 5th 
Grade, A Honor Roll, Attendance Award 
Dakota Desiree Wheeler, St. Elizabeth Seaton, 
6th Grade, B Honor Roll 
Jessica Ann Osceola, Florida Gulf Coast 
University, 3rd Year, B Honor Roll 




it U< 


Great News For All Triral 
Memrers and Employees: 


save: 
up to 


* 12.000 



Hd Morse Saw-grass Auto Mall is now offering all Seminole 
tribal members and employees really great deals! That’s right, 
all tribe members and employees, including everyone who 


works at the Seminole Hard Rock Casino, can now- get huge 
savings and all financing incentives for which they qualify on 
five GM brands of new vehicles and over 1 SO used vehicles. 


YOUR Q HEADQUARTERS 



CHEVROLET (*?, V PONTIAC (f§3) BUICK GMI 


THE NEW 2006 MODELS ARE HERE - HURRY FOR BIG SAVINGS! 










AUTO MALL 

CHEVROLET • CADILLAC 
PONTIAC • BUICK • GMC 


'On select models. **0n selert mnrlefc wth approved rredit- Prices & terms subject to rtinnrje wrthnirt notice. 


14401 W. Sunrise Blvd., Sunrise 

On Sunrise Blvd. just east of Sawgrass Expwy. 

PLEASE CALL TOLL-FREE 

1 - 888 - 800-8048 

SALES HOURS: Mon-Fri 9om-9pm, 

Sat 9am-6pm, Sun 12*6pm 

SERVICE HOURS: For value 

Mon-Fri 7am-6pm, Sat 7am-3pm and service it's 

Ed Morse, of course! 
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The Healthy Senior 


By Fred Cicetti 

[Editor ’s Note: Fred Cietti is a syndicated columnist 
who writes about issues concerning senior citizens’ 
health. The opinions he expressed are his own. If 
you would like to ask a question, please write fredci- 
cetti@gmail.com. All Rights Reserved © 2006 by 
Fred Cicetti.] 

Q. Glaucoma runs in my family. Is there 
a cure for it yet? 

Glaucoma is defined as a group of diseases 
that can damage the eye’s optic nerve, which carries 
images from the eye to the brain. Unfortunately, 
there is no cure for glaucoma, a leading cause of 
blindness in the U.S. 

Any vision that glaucoma destroys cannot 
be restored. Early diagnosis of glaucoma is extreme- 
ly important, because there are treatments that may 
save remaining vision. 

Almost three million people in the U.S. 
have glaucoma. Those at highest risk are African- 
Americans, everyone older than age 60 and people 
with a family history of glaucoma. 

Here’s how glaucoma works: A clear fluid 
flows through a small space at the front of the eye 
called the “anterior chamber.” If you have glaucoma, 
the fluid drains too slowly out of the eye and pres- 
sure builds up. This pressure may damage the optic 
nerve. 

However, increased eye pressure doesn’t 
necessarily mean you have glaucoma. It means you 
are at risk for glaucoma. A person has glaucoma 
only if the optic nerve is damaged. 

Glaucoma can develop in one or both eyes. 
The most common type of glaucoma starts out with 
no symptoms. Without treatment, people with glau- 


coma will 
slowly lose their 
peripheral vision. 

Eventually, the middle of your 

vision field may decrease until you are blind. 

Glaucoma is just one reason seniors should 
make regular visits to an eye doctor. Glaucoma is 
detected through a comprehensive eye exam that 
includes a visual acuity test, visual field test, dilated 
eye exam, tonometry, and pachymetry. 

A visual acuity test measures vision at vari- 
ous distances. A visual field test measures peripheral 
vision. In a dilated eye exam, a special magnifying 
lens is used to examine the inside of the eye. In 
tonometry, an instrument measures the pressure 
inside the eye. With pachymetry, an instrument is 
used to measure the thickness of your cornea, the 
transparent part of the front of the eye. 

The most common treatments for glaucoma 
are medication and surgery. Medications for glauco- 
ma may come in eye drops or pills. For most people 
with glaucoma, regular use of medications will con- 
trol the increased fluid pressure. 

Laser surgery is another treatment for glau- 
coma. The laser is focused on the part of the anterior 
chamber where the fluid leaves the eye. This makes 
it easier for fluid to exit the eye. Over time, the 
effect of this surgery may wear off. Patients who 
have laser surgery may need to keep taking glauco- 
ma drugs. 

Studies have shown that the early detection 
and treatment of glaucoma is the best way to control 
the disease. So, have your eyes examined thorough- 
ly and regularly if you are in a high-risk category. 
And that includes all of us seniors. 


Ask The Counselor 


Dear Counselor, Signed, 

I am a Seminole mother who is very con- Worried Mom 

cemed about my 19-year-old son, who is involved 

with a drama queen. She is manipulative mean spirited Dear Worried Mom, 

and controlling. The girl is from hell. She verbally / understand and agree with your concern. 

abuses him when he won’t spend every free moment You should be alarmed. Your son is a victim of 


with her and do what she wants. 

My son, at times, 
shows some backbone and 
stand up to her verbal and phys- 
ical abuse. But, she knows 
exactly what to do; she apolo- 
gizes and acts nice again. As 
long as they do what she wants, 
they are fine together. 

Otherwise they fight and the 
fits of anger and verbal abuse 
begin. 

Unfortunately, my son 
gives in to keep her happy and 
to avoid the emotional and 
physical turmoil of her out- 
bursts. My son comes over my 
house and complains about the 
nightmare and emotional ups 
and downs he has dealing with 
his girlfriend. She lives on her 
own in an apartment off the 
reservation and is pressuring 
our son to move in with her. 

My husband and I fear 
she will even go so far as 
becoming pregnant to cement a 
long term relationship with 
him. She hates us because we get in the way. This 
relationship has isolated my son from his friend and 
family. This woman claims to be religious and God 
fearing and she attends church service every Sunday. 

Counselor, please help us. How do we help 
our son understand that he is in an abusive, destructive 
relationship that must end— without alienating him? 
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abuse, and even though society 
is conditioned to see men as 
aggressors, men can be victims 
of domestic abuser as well; 
people just don ’t talk about it 
as much. 

Your son needs to see 
and recognize what is going on 
and realize that his relation- 
ship is unhealthy. At his age, 
he is still learning about love 
and relationships. You must be 
patient with him. The last thing 
you want for him to think is 
that this sort of thing is nor- 
mal. 

You and your husband 
should encourage your son to 
sit down with both of you and 
a counselor from the Family 
Services department. Don ’t 
insist that he leave this rela- 
tionship, but express your wor- 
ries. With the help of a coun- 
selor from the Family Services 
department, the more he learns 
about emotional and physical 
abuse, the more strength he 
will have to end this destructive partnership. 

Dear Worried Mom, share this with your 
son. A measure of a person is not what they do on 
Sunday, but rather who they are Monday through 
Saturday. 

Signed, 

Counselor 


Q. What are the leading causes of child 
mortality around the world, and what can be 
done about it? 

Susan Hale 

Oquawka, 111. 

A: The statistics are staggering. In the 
world’s poorest countries, over 30,000 children 
under the age of five die each day from preventable 
causes related to conditions of extreme poverty. 
Rock Star Bono and others tried to call 
attention to this fact last year in televi- 
sion ads showing well-known 
celebrities snapping their fingers 
every three seconds, each snap 
representing another tragic 
child death. 

A baby girl bom 
in Sub-Saharan Africa 
today faces a 22 percent 
risk of death by age 15, 
and more than a third of 
casualties are babies who 
don’t survive their first 
month. They suffer from 
low birth weight due to their 
mothers’ poor nutrition, and 
then lack access to adequate 
nutrition themselves. The World 
Health Organization says that pover- 
ty-related malnutrition is the key factor 
in over half of all childhood deaths. 

Many children suffer from debilitating 
infections virtually right out of the womb, and ana- 
lysts say that often casualties could be prevented if 
just basic sanitation were available. Drinking-water 
pollution is a leading culprit. In areas that lack prop- 
er sanitation and that may have just one water 
source, supplies can easily become contaminated 
from bacteria in human waste and garbage. 
According to United Nations statistics, as many as 
four billion people-two-thirds of global popula- 
tion-lack access to safe, clean water. 

Concern from the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation has spurred renewed efforts to increase 
education and distribute low-cost but needed tools 
such as antibiotics and sterile medical implements. 

“Some global health problems, like AIDS, 
have no easy solution— but this isn’t one of them,” 
said Bill Gates. “The world has an opportunity to 
stop millions of newborn deaths each year.” 

Debt and population issues are also among 


the underlying causes of this global tragedy. Some 
poor nations must pay more in service of interna- 
tional loans than on the health and education of their 
people. Yielding to pressure from “Make Poverty 
History” advocates, leaders of the world’s top indus- 
trialized nations last year agreed to cancel $40 bil- 
lion in debt owed by the world’s 18 poorest coun- 
tries. However, experts point out that this only cov- 
ers about a sixth of the debt owed, for example, by 
African nations. 

And birth rates continue to 
soar well above the replacement 
level of two children per couple, 
and population is growing well 
beyond the “carrying capaci- 
ty” of these poor countries. 
This has a profound effect 
on the environment as well 
as on human misery. 

According to 
Population Action 
International (PAI), “More 
than 200 million women in 
the developing world today 
wish to delay or end child- 
bearing but do not have access 
to modem and effective contra- 
ceptives.” 

In spite of this, the Bush 
administration has steadily cut family 
planning aid to developing countries in the 
name of preventing abortions, though on June 9 of 
this year the House overwhelmingly adopted a bill 
to restore aid that had been previously cut. 

“U.S. leadership and investments in inter- 
national family planning assistance are critical in 
order to ensure healthy mothers, healthy pregnan- 
cies, and ultimately, healthy families,” said PAI. 

Contacts: Make Poverty History 
Campaign, www.makepovertyhistory.org; Gates 
Foundation Child Health Program, 
www. gif. org/ GlobalHealth/PriDi seases/ ChildHealt 
h/default.htm; Population Action International, 
www.populationaction.org. 

Got an environmental question? Send it to: 
EarthTalk, c/o E/The Environmental Magazine, PO. 
Box 5098, Westport, CT 06881, submit it at: 
www.emagazine.com/earthtalk/thisweek/, or e-mail: 
earthtalk@emagazine.com. Read past columns at: 
www. emagazine.com/ earthtalk/ archive s . php . 
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The Okalee Indian Village is 
looking for Culture Exhibitors 



we are seeking Seminole inbal members 
and Native Americans to snare Seminole 

H^rrtsge, History, and Culture with 

individuals or groups ot visitors to the Village. 


‘ Bend Work Carving 

* Patchwork * Doll Making 

■Baskets * Fry Bread 

* Pumpkin Bread and other foods 


Please fill out applications at any ol me Reservation 
offices and fax to Hollywood; 954-967-3477 


Applications are available at Reservation offices or at 
www.&ermnoletribe.com . 
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A Senior Living Community 

1450 SW 11th Way 

DutifliBld BbucM, 1- L 33441 

954 428-3430 

954420-1 022 fax 

Msar beaches, medical factiities and shopping 

X 

ONE BEDROOM FLOOR PLANS FROM $660 
Includes Utilities + PcxjI &. Spa ■ ClubhuuKet 
Computer Lph * Activities * Health Wi^tnh 

| 

1 
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www.praxiB2.com 
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11th Annual Brighton Youth Conference 


By Emma Brown 

ORLANDO, FL — The families of the 
Brighton community recently returned from a fun 
filled week at the Universal Orlando Hard Rock Hotel, 
where they enjoyed participating in this year’s Youth 
Conference. The conference committee spent several 
weeks carefully planning and sorting out details to 
bring this conference together successfully. 

It takes the efforts and dedication of many 
people to cover all of the details that go into such a 
large conference. The committee is to be commended 
on doing such an outstanding job hosting this year’s 
conference. 

Families began arriving at the luxurious hotel 
on July 30. That same evening everyone shared a nice 
dinner and enjoyed the opening of the week’s events 
hosted by comedian and motivational speaker Chance 
Rush, who won the crowd over. 

Each day began with a 6 a.m. fitness hour 
before breakfast to get everyone’s blood flowing 
before the day’s events unfolded. After breakfast break 
out sessions were offered for everyone from kinder- 
garten to adults. 

Different motivational speakers, including 
Chance Rush and Louise Louise Kleba, a Native 
American employed as an electrical engineer with 


NASA, were brought in to speak to the groups 
throughout the entire week. Children enjoyed classes 
offered by various tribal departments such as Fire 
Rescue, Health Department, Culture and library, while 
the adults received education in money management, 
Tribal gaming and politics and much more. 

Each presenter provided something different 
to the conference participants, leaving strong messages 
for everyone to take back to their community. One of 
the most delightful aspects of Brighton’s Youth 
Conference is that most of the classes for both stu- 
dents and adults are presented by Tribal departments 
and employees. The departments teaching at this 
year’s conference were: Health, Education, Culture 
and Language, Library, Treasurer’s, Recreation, SPD, 
4-H, Family Services and Fire Rescue. 

It is absolutely amazing to witness the 
resources that Tribal citizens have among them and 
that these departments can host almost an entire con- 
ference, without having to seek speakers from the out- 
side. 

This year the committee decided to break the 
monotony of attending daily classes by dedicating one 
entire day to take a family field trip. The trip took the 
group a few hours north to St. Augustine, Fla., which 
is a city full of Florida and Seminole history. The 
groups visited the Old 
Florida Museum, Castillo de 
San Marcos Fort and enjoyed 
time on their own to shop 
and take in the historical 
streets of the city. 

Each day, once 
classes and trips had ended, 
conference participants had 
the afternoon free to enjoy 
the amenities at the 
Universal Hard Rock Resort, 
especially the swimming 
pool. 

On July 3 1 evening 
the Education department 
hosted their yearly Incentive 
Awards program and on the 
final evening of the confer- 
ence ventriloquist Buddy 
Bigmountain entertained the 
audience with his show and 


Youth conference fitness participants receive an award for daily attendance. 


Students stop for a photo with one of the guards at the old fort. 


set the mood for the annual talent show to fol- 
low. Conference participants look forward to 
the talent show each year and this year’s was 
the biggest ever. This evening always offers a 
great deal of fun and laughter and was a time 
to show support to the aspiring actors, singers 
and dancers of the Brighton community. 

On the final morning the conference 
committee handed out their conference evalua- 
tions and the Health Department presented 
awards to those who attended fitness hour each 
day. The conference committee also distributed 
year passes to the Universal Studios theme 
parks and wished everyone a fun and safe 
time. 

It has been more than 1 1 years since 
Brighton first began their youth conferences, 
and each year the conference grows bigger and 
better. Planning meetings for the next confer- 
ence have already begun and the committee 
looks forward to the upcoming conference, 
wherever it takes them. 


Emma Brown 

Alice Sweat and sidekicks perform dance at the talent show. 


A tour guide speaks to group about the history of St. 
Augustine streets and city. 


St ii (1 tn t s watch carefully from the top of the old fort for dolphins swimming in the bay. 


Fathers enjoy wood carving with Vince Osceola. 


Diabetes and Your Emotions 



Submitted by the Seminole Health Department 

Managing diabetes can sometimes 
be very stressful. Perhaps you may 
feel overwhelmed, as though it is 
an ongoing struggle that you 
cannot win. While it is nor- 
mal to sometimes feel this 
way, it is important to 
notice if this feeling is 
just a temporary “down 
time” or a more lingering 
problem. If you feel as 
though you may be 
depressed, it is important 
to seek professional help. 

Some symptoms 
of depression can 
include: feelings of sadness, 
emptiness, or guilt, loss of 
interest in things you enjoy, 
eating too much or not enough, 
sleeping too much or not being able to 
sleep, lack of energy/feeling tired all 
the time, problems concentrating or 
making decisions and/or repeated 
thoughts of physically harming your- 
self, death, or suicide 

In addition to seeking help, 
there are many things you can do to 
help yourself to feel better. Exercise, 
such as taking a walk or riding 
bike, can help you feel more 
energized. Relaxation tech- 
niques, such as meditation, 
prayer, listening to music, 
deep breathing and getting 
a massage can do wonders 
for your body and mind. 

Another way to 
cope, especially when 
managing diabetes, is to 
seek support from oth- 


Teaming up with a friend or relative who also has 
diabetes can be beneficial. You could make plans 
to exercise together and cook a healthy meal. 

Being prepared to take care of 
yourself can also help cut down on stress. 
Make sure to have a healthy snack with 
you, or glucose tabs in case your sugar 
gets too low. Keeping a record of 
your blood sugars- both fasting and 
non-fasting-can help you to better 
understand what you need to 
increase or avoid. 

Events such as Diabetic 
Day at each reservation’s clinic 
every month are a perfect example 
of the kinds of support that helps 
many people deal with the emotional 
issues that can accompany having dia- 
betes. Diabetic Day is a great opportu- 
nity to leam about 
different and relevant 
diabetes topics, 
enjoy a healthy break- 
fast, see your neighbors 
and most importantly, 
continue to monitor the 
progress of your health 
with your health care 
staff. 

Remember, you 
have the power to be 
healthy and happy. 

Finding healthy ways to feel 
good and get the support you 
need in managing your diabetes is the 
key to a happier and healthier life. And 
always remember. . .laughter is the best medi- 
cine! 

For more information on Diabetic Day 
activities, please contact your reservation’s 
nutritionist or health educator for days and 


From the Desk of Connie Whidden, Health Director 

Ever Wondered If Your Medical Or Denial Bills Have Been Paid? 

Submitted by the Seminole Health Department us know. We anticipate mailing statements twice per 
The Seminole Tribe of Florida Health year providing information on bills processed from 

Administration Office, in coordination with the Jan. 1 through June 30 and July 1 through Dec, 31, 

Health Plan Office, will soon be mailing an of each year. 

Explanation of Benefits Statement to each Tribal cit- A cover letter will accompany the 

izen. The statements will contain a summary of all Explanation of Benefits Statement and will explain 

medical and dental bills processed for payment how to read the statement. Questions may be direct- 

through the Health Plan Office for a six month peri- ed to the Health Plan Office at (954) 981-7410 or 
od. (866) 505-6789. They will be happy to assist you. 

The Explanation of Benefits Statement is To assure delivery of your Explanation of 

for informational purposes only. We hope that these Benefits Statement, please notify the Health Plan if 
statements will help Tribal citizen to better track you have recently moved. The Health Plan will 
payment of their medical and dental care by being update your address accordingly, 

aware of which bills have been paid and which bills The statements will be arriving in your 

are outstanding and need attention. mail box soon, so please be on the lookout. 

Your feedback will be appreciated; if you 
find the statements useful and informative, please let 
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Seth Randolph leads his little sister Aleah Turtle through the barrels pattern. 


Getting hung up in the calf riding didn’t dim the smile on Rylee 
Smith’s face. 


EIRA Visits Immokalee 


William Bearden is all smiles after taking Story b Y {“dy Wee ks 

...... ... . 6 IMMOKALEE — Members of the Eastern Indian 

first place in the pony riding event. Rodeo Association ( EIRA ) gathered together in Immokalee on the 

evening of Aug. 12, to compete in a 
summer rodeo. Although it is usually 
hot and rainy by late afternoon at this 
time of the year, this particular day was 
an exception. The sky was clear and the 
humidity was down making a perfect 
night for fun filled activities. 

EIRA JUNIOR RODEO 
The junior rodeo got underway 
at 5:30PM, beginning with the ever 
popular Mutton bustin’. Among the 
entries were some first timers who 
weren’t to sure about these big wooly 
beasts now that they could see them up 
close and personal. However, donning 
their helmets and vests, they were low- 
ered into the starting chute, where they 
were given a run for their money. First 
place winner Ahnie Jumper had an 
awesome 15.94 ride and as 

Announcer Bruce Austin said, 
“That young lady just rode into another 
zip code.” 

Second place went to Kirkland 
Boney and Dayra Koenes followed in 
third. 

There were seven brave young 
men who sacrificed themselves in the 
pony riding event. Austin Holmes was 
the first rider to get a six second quali- 
fied run and achieved a score of 56 
points, which eventually put him in 
second place. Andre Jumper on 
Copenhagen Long just missed qualify- 
ing with a 5.50 run and Josh Jumper 
was hot on his heels with a 5.43. 

Fractions of a second seem 
like minutes when you are on the back 
of bucking animal determined to dis- 
pose of its rider. 

Thomas Bearden drew Skoal 
and managed to stick on his back for 
5.6 seconds. Not enough for a qualified 
Jud Weeks run > P ut him in third place. The 
Cody Motlow adjusts his rigging before giving the nod to open the “ thhwllliam Eden 

chute in the steer riding. clinging to his back. With one hand in 

the air, he steadily spurred to get the 
most out of his ride and it paid off giv- 
ing him 59 points for first place. 

There were a few anxious moments in the 
calf riding in more than one instance. Blevins 
Jumper had drawn a real bad steer who acted up in 
the chutes, but this didn’t stop this veteran contest- 
ant. When the door opened, he stuck with that bad 
boy for three big jumps before hitting the ground. 

With his red and black chaps flapping in 
the air, Rylee Smith got hung up, but managed to get 
free in time to take first place and Jobe Johns ran a 
close second. Kenny Joe Davis drew the Minnesota 
Flash and just missed placing. 

The announcer remarked, “If you can ride 
the Flash, you can make the cash.” 

Unfortunately, it wasn’t Davis’ night and 
the Flash added another rider to his list. 

There was a tie for third place in the steer 
riding going to William Bearden and Andre Jumper 
with 54 points each. Josh Johns on a black and white 
steer beat them out of second place by only two 
points and Cody Motlow took first on Bad to the 
Bone. 

Dayne Johns drew Shake ‘n Bake in the 
junior bulls and achieved a qualified run for 58 
points putting him in first place. Seth Randolph 
and Adam Phillips put on a good show but didn’t 
make it to the pay window, while Billy Foley gar- 
nered a 52 point second place win. 

The 4-8 year old barrel racing category 
had 13 eager contestants. Ahnie Jumper took first 
place by being thousands of a second ahead of 
Rayven King is ready to compete in Mutton’ Bustin’ Kalgary Johns. Jobe Johns put his experience to 
and barrels. work and took the third position. 

Big brother Seth Randolph pulled his 
heart out leading Aleah Turtle through the pattern 
while she smiled at the crowd. At that age the clock is not a factor and the youngsters just don’t worry about 
it; just being there makes them all winners. 

Sunni Bearden and Rayven King competed all by themselves on an awesome horse. Although very 
young, both riders were able to complete a perfect pattern without assistance and the horse gauged it’s speed 
to the rider’s capabilities. Most people spend years looking for a baby sitter like that without success. And 
success is what it was for Sunni Bearden as she came in fourth. 

Korvette Billie had a tough break in the 9—12 barrels when her mount broke the pattern, but she 
“cowgirled” up and made the horse correct the problem and complete the run. Nauthkee Henry came in sec- 
ond after Acealyn Youngblood squeaked past her to take the first position. The competition was over when 
Jaron Johns came in third. 

Despite some equipment failure before entering the arena, Rebecca Osceola was able to change a 
setback into a first place win in the 13—18 year old category. Janae Braswell was hot on her heels and took 
second place with barely room to spare. 

The final event was the junior breakaway in which the steers proved to be very evasive. However, 
that didn’t stop Andre Jumper who had a very impressive 5.3 second catch right out of the box, which many 
adults would love to claim. His cousin, Blevins Jumper was the only other successful roper and grabbed the 
second position. 

EASTERN INDIAN RODEO EVENTS 

Promptly at 8 p.m., Old Glory entered the arena to kick off an evening of Eastern Indian Rodeo. 


Contestants and fans showed their patri- 
otism as they stood for the presentation 
of the flag and the “National Anthem.” 

Opening ceremonies were complete 
when the Seminole flag made its jour- 
ney around the arena. 

The “Singing Cowboy,” Bruce 
Austin, from Okeechobee, Fla. was on 
deck as announcer for the evening. 

Austin, who has been involved 
in rodeo for many years has picked up 
quite a reputation for his singing skills. 

Currently, he has his hat in the ring to 
perform at the Professional Rodeo 
Cowboys Association finals. It is obvi- 
ous from his announcing skills that 
singing isn’t his only virtue. 

Beginning the night’s perform- 
ance with junior bareback, Jacoby Johns 
rode to glory for a 66 point win as he 
showed off his riding skills on one of 
the meanest broncs in the lineup. 

The steers took a toll on the 
contestants in the steer wrestling compe- 
tition with 

Naha Jumper being the only 
one to successfully complete the event. 

Jeff Johns flipped over in a somersault 
as he took his steer to the ground. For a 
few seconds it looked as though he had 
been injured, however, he quickly 
recovered and was up and running to 
safety. 

The steers took first place in 
the calf roping and break away events 
leaving the participants with a “No 
Time.” Tough luck for those cowboys 
and cowgirls, but that’s rodeo and they 
went home with the appreciation of the 
crowd. K.J. Davis dreams of the day he’ll follow in his brother Kenny Joe 

The legends in the 50 years old Davis, Jr’s Shoes. 

and over breakaway fared much better 

with Amos Tiger grabbing a score of 

7.64 in the first position and Billie Joe Johns bringing in a close second with 8.53. 

Announcer Bruce Austin gave a little history as he introduced the team roping events. 

“You could call these cowboys the pasture paramedics,” Austin said. “This sport was started as a rou- 
tine job on the ranch. The cowboys had to work together in teams to bring down the stock for doctoring, brand- 
ing and medicating because there is no heading chute on the range and problems can’t wait to be solved when 
conditions are right. Team is the important word in this event. The header and heeler aren’t the only ones with a 
job to do; both of their horses have to be in the right position at the right time in order to make things work.” 

Josh and Naha Jumper took first place with a score of 14.60. Billie and Amos Tiger were just a hair 
behind them with 14.81, but suffered a five point penalty for a one leg catch that put them in the second slot. A 
couple of young men showed everyone how it’s done, when Randel Osceola and Dayne Johns picked up third 
place after a 15.06 plus five run. 

There definitely was no shortage of contestants in the women’s barrels. With 12 riders vying for the 
top slots, it was a tough competition. Despite a few knocked over barrels and one broken pattern, the scores 
were terrific. The riders placed as follows: first, Carrera Gopher, second, Boogie Jumper, third, Shelby Osceola 
and Mailee Johns in fourth. 

Bull riding, as always, was the perfect climax to the evening. Unfortunately, Justin Aldridge took a 
shot to the head bringing a gasp from the crowd and the paramedics rushed to his rescue. Before it was over, he 
walked out of the arena under his own steam but had to be treated for a head laceration. 

The final ride of the night was something wonderful to behold. Justin Gopher had what some people 
might call a perfect ride. Scores are tallied by both the rider and the bull’s performance. 

Number 92 bucked the full length of the arena, while Justin with his hand in the air, raked him on the 
shoulders and made a beautiful eight second ride before dismounting. When the score of 85 points was 
announced he let out a war whoop and threw his hat in the air to cheers from the audience. 

As always the Marki Rodeo Company did an exceptional job with the night’s entertainment. Its skilled 
employees provided the best protection possible for the participants and an opportunity for each contestant to 
score. Rodeo fans need to mark October 20 and 21 on their calendars so as not to miss the PCA Rodeo in 
Indiantown, Fla. 


Hair and clay fly as Ahnie Jumper competes in the barrel races. 
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By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD — Fishing tournaments 
can be very competitive and challenging yet very 
rewarding if done well by an experienced profes- 
sional fishing master. Tribal citizen Leon Wilcox, 
Bird clan, has received Tribal Council sponsorship 
for a new 34 foot sport fishing vessel. It is appropri- 
ately named “Native Premonitions.” 

The brightly painted boat, complete with 
Tribal logos, has three Verados Mercury engines that 
can each generate up to 275 horsepower. On Aug. 24 
Native Premonitions will be competing in a three 
day professional fishing tournament in Savannah, 


“We’ll be trying to catch some 40 to 50 
pound king fish each day to win the $40,000 grand 
prize,” Wilcox said. “There are other smaller prizes 
being awarded as well for the more than 250 boats 
that have entered this professional fishing challenge. 
This is the very first time that this boat will be com- 
peting.” 

Wilcox also wanted to thank the Tribe and 
especially the Tribal Council for their continued sup- 
port in allowing him to pursue these fishing tourna- 
ments on this professional level. 


New Sport Fishing Boat Hits the Waves 

Capt. Wilcox Debuts ‘Native Premonitions’ 





ESSENTIAL APOTHECARY 


1 - 888 - 551-5009 


ESSENTIAL OILS - AROMATHERAPY * HERBS - EDUCATION 
ORGANIC TEA - MASSAGE OIL - SALVES - CLAY - SOAP 
CANDLES - PERSONAL CARE PRODUCTS - HOME & OFFICE 
CLEANERS - GIFTS - BOOKS * CONSULTATIONS 
ENVIRONMENTAL MISTING 


APOTHECARIOUS CLASSES 

Replace Manly II Chemicals With Natural Products. 
Learn how to use Essential Oils it Herbs to 
Help Impreue your Health S 
The Ones You Love. 


Lavender Class 

Learn how to use Lavender for 
Aromatherapy ■ Lavender as Food 
Home & Personal care products 


HERB OF THE MOUTH* 
Certified Organic* 
Chamomile 
is revered 
for it’s Calming 
Properties. 


ORGANIC TEA HOUSE 

**Stop in for Some Tea and a Healthy Snack Any Time * 1 

*** Organic Cooking Classes*** 

Learn to Make your own Soap, just $5.00 

Please Call to make Reservations for any of the Classes 

12226 SWSth Street 
Miami, FL 33184 
Ph; 305.551.5009 
Fax: 305.551.5690 
www.essentialapothecary.com 
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Mention this Ad for a 
complimentary sample of 
California White Sage. 

Give the Gift of Healthy living 
to the ones you love. 

We offer a huge array of 
All Natural Products. 
‘GIFT BASKETS AVAILABLE* 
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Miami Dolphin Tickets Have Arrived! 
Gome by the Hollywood Recreation 
office to sign up. 

Must Be: 

18 years old and a Hollywood 
Voting Tribal Member 

Each member is allowed to sign 
up for 2 tickets to 1 game for the 2006 season. 

Tickets may be picked up during the week no 
more than 2 days before game day. 

Any questions please call: 954-989-9457 


Go Dragon Corner 

Submitted by Irena Loleski 

BIG CYPRESS The Go 
Dragon Martial Arts School is located out 
of Ft. Lauderdale, but has also incorporated 
a traveling school to Big Cypress. The staff 
and instructors bring all their equipment in 
the community center directly to the BC 
residents. 

Classes started on June 1 . Ever 
since then, they have grown to about 80 
participants, all being Tribal citizens. 

Practices are separated by age 
group; The Lil’ Warriors, ages 4-6 from 
4 4:40 p.m., Team Dragon, ages 7-13, 
from 4:45-5:25 p.m., Adult, 14 & Up, from 
5:30-6:30 p.m. 

Go Dragon’s instructor, Master 
Rob McCarthy, has 25 years worth of expe- 
rience in martial arts. He said he grew up 
doing martial arts, practicing since he was 
able to walk. 

The primary goal of the Go 
Dragon school is to allow each student to 
establish their own goals, to learn responsi- 
bility, respect, courtesy, integrity, and for each kid to become goal oriented. It is such a pleasure to see all the 
kids want to be together. 

According to McCarthy, Go Dragon will eventually set up tournaments for each reservation to com- 
pete in martial arts competitions against other schools! 

Go Dragon Martial Arts School is coming soon to a reservation near you. 

Please call Assistant Director of Fitness Irena Loleski at (954) 931-0515 with any questions. 


Irena Loleski 

Students listen closely while Master Rob teaches tech- 
niques. 
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By Kristin Duda jH 

HOLLYWOOD AND DAVIE, FL — On Aug. 1 1-12, the Seminole Recreation department H 
hosted the annual NASA softball tournament at Osceola Park in Hollywood and Bamford Park in ^ 
Davie. There were 13 women’s and 11 men’s teams. 

The tournament began at 9 a.m. on the morning of Aug. 1 1 on four different softball fields. The I 
weather was very hot and we were lucky we did not have any rain. There were teams representing: 
Mississippi, North Carolina, Alabama, Louisiana and Florida. 

The men’s teams were: Dirty Birds (NC), Challengers (MS), 2-Xtreme (MS), Shockers (MS), I 
Choctaws (MS), Indians (MS), Seminole Heat (FL), Hollywood Seminoles (FL), Coushatta Warriors 
(LA), Poarch Men (AL) and Seminole (FL). 

There were some tough games. The Seminole Heat took fourth place. The Poarch Men took third! 
place. The Indians and Seminoles took it to a double elimination championship. The Indians took second ' 
and the Seminoles won the tournament. 

The women’s teams 


Natives (MS), Lady Indians (MS), Chahta Ladies (MS), Lady Gunners 
(MS), Killer B’s (FL), Sparks (MS), Players (MS), Knockers (NC), Lady Seminoles-Hollywood (FL), Poarch I 
Women (AL), Lady Seminoles-Brighton (FL), Lady MVP’s (FL) and Lady Legends (FL). I 
There was a lot of competition with the women. The Lady MVP’s placed fourth. The 1 

■ Poarch Creek women took third place. There was a double elimination championship battle for I 

H the women, too. The Natives took second place and the Players won the tournament. 

The all tournament teams were made up of the athletes from the top teams that stood out 

■ based on their performances. They were presented with individual trophies by Moses Jumper Jr. 

The women’s all tournament team was made up of: Jeri Cully (Lady MVP), Lacynthia 

■ Dixon (Lady Gunners), Lindsey Gibson (Natives), Angela Hundley (Players), Randi Williams 

■ (Natives), Robin Isaac (Natives), Jennifer Martin (Poarch Creek), Kim McGhee (Poarch Creek), 
Christy Hickman (Players), and Lucutia Willis (Players). 

The men’s all tournament team was made up of: Adam Lewis (Indians), Jason Grisham 

■ (Indians), Melvin Rolin (Poarch), Mike Rolin (Poarch), Jamie Smith (Seminole Heat), Kevin Bert 
(Seminoles), Richard Osceola (Seminoles), Anselum Henry (Indians), Matt Cochran (Seminoles) 

■ and Roy Garza (Seminoles). 

The next NASA softball tournament will be held in New York the second weekend of 

■ August in 2007. 


’ Women’s All Star 

l.Jeri Culley, #2, Lady MVP, FL 
.Lacynthia Dixon. #32, Lady Gunner, MS 

3. Lindsey Gibson, #3, Natives-MS 

4. Angela Hundley, Players-MS 

5. Randi Williams, #9, Natives-MS 

6. Robin Isaac, #23, Natives-MS 
^ 7. Jennifer Martin, #1, Poarch- AL 

8. Kim McGhee, #6, Poarch- AL 

9. Christy Hickman, #2, Players-MS 

10. Lucutia Willis, #7, Players-MS 
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Seminole Leader Micanopy Comes to Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 




By Judy Weeks 

BIG CYPRESS — The excitement of antici- 
pation was in the air at the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum on 
the afternoon of Aug. 17. It was 3 p.m. and within a 
few short minutes the 175-year-old Henry Inman por- 
trait of Seminole leader Micanopy was going to make 


negotiations for the trade of land and subsequent 
removal of the Seminoles. 

Famed American portrait artist Henry Inman 
was bom in Utica, N.Y. in 1801. He had apprenticed 
with the noted portraitist John Wesley Jarvis. In 1827, 
Inman established his own studio in New York City, 


the short journey from the museum vault to the display where he worked in partnership with his student, 


easel in the Curatorial Building. 


Thomas Cummings. Here they created portraits for 


Painted in 1832, the painting had been recent- many of America’s wealthiest and most powerful fam- 


ly acquired by the Seminole Tribe of Florida from a 
private collector. The premier showing was scheduled 
to take place from 3-6 p.m. as a sneak preview for a 
limited number of dignitaries and Tribal citizens. 

Public display began for the first time on 
Aug. 18, and will continue through the month of 
November. 

Tina Marie 

Osceola, executive direc- 
tor of the Museum depart- 
ment for the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida, kept a 
watchful eye on the price- 
less masterpiece as it was 
gently carried to its rest- 
ing place. There was a 
reverent silence as she 
took her position beside 
the portrait and welcomed 
the roomful of visitors. 

Addressing the 
audience, Osceola 
explained, “What you see 
before you is the 175 year 
old oil on canvas portrait 
of Seminole Leader 
Micanopy. Having been 
very carefully protected 
for nearly two centuries, it 
has not been restored and 
remains in its original 
frame. In order to insure 

its preservation, special 

steps have been taken to 

control temperature, humidity and insects. A stabilized 
position has been established for Micanopy in our 
vault. Daily, for the next three months, the painting 
will be placed on display in this room and returned 


ilies. 

Upon his dismissal, Thomas McKenney 
moved from Washington to Philadelphia. In 1831, the 
former Indian commissioner hired Inman to paint oil 
copies of the original Charles Bird King portraits of 
famous Indians. How he managed to stealthily borrow 


Tina Osceola poses beside the historical display which accompanies the portrait 
of Micanopy. 


the originals for copying is unknown. 

However, his foresight is something many are 
now thankful for. A fire in 1865 at the Smithsonian 
Institute in Washington, D.C., destroyed nearly all 143 


each evening to the vault. Following the conclusion of King portraits, including the image of Micanopy. 


the display, the portrait will be stabilized and placed ir 
seclusion for the next five years. It is the museum’s 
mission to preserve.” 

Providing a short history of the painting, 
Osceola related its origin to the gathering. In 1826, 


Bringing her audience back into the present, 
Tina Osceola said, “In the late 1990’s the Seminole 
Tribe was approached by a broker for a private indi- 
vidual who wished to sell Inman’s portrait of 
Micanopy. Despite considerable dialogue the trans- 


Commissioner of Indian Affairs Thomas L. McKenney action was never consummated. A few years ago the 
invited all the prominent Indian dignitaries within the acquisition was revisited and following two years of 
continental U.S. and its territories to visit the president paperwork, all criteria had been met and ownership of 

this priceless artwork was transferred to the Seminole 

Tribe of Florida to be housed in our accredited muse- 


in Washington and negotiate terms on behalf of their 
people. Indian Agent Gad Humphreys was successful 
in getting together a group of eight influential Tribal 
leaders from Florida. 

Traveling by ship, they made the journey to 
Washington, where every effort was made to persuade 
them to peacefully cede their homeland and relocate 
west of the Mississippi River. Thomas McKenney 
realized that the government’s policy of “Manifest 
Destiny” and the Indian 
relocation program were 
taking their toll on the 
Native Americans. 

Convinced that 
they were becoming a van- 
ishing race, he commis- 
sioned Charles Bird King 
to paint portraits of as 
many famous Indians as 
possible. King succeeded 
in capturing the images of 
143 members in oil on can- 


Because of his 
pro-Indian attitude, 
McKenney was replaced 
four years later by 
Secretary of War John C. 
Calhoun and the entire 
“Indian Problem” was to 
be handled forthwith by 
the Department of War. 

Florida Indian 
Agent Gad Humphreys 
suffered a similar fate in 
1830. James Gadsden suc- 
ceeded in influencing 
President Jackson to 
replace Humphreys with 
John Phagan. President 
Andrew Jackson dedicated 
himself to removing the 
American Indian from the 
eastern portion of the 
country. 

With the passage 
of the Indian Removal Act 
in May of 1830 and 
removal of pro-Indian gov- 
ernment representatives, 
the future of eastern Native 
Americans had become 
very bleak. James Gadsden 
was selected to conduct the 


Osceola continued, “Finally the day came for 
us to bring Micanopy home. What an incredible feel- 
ing of responsibility as we moved this priceless art- 
work from the Santa Fe Gallery to the airport. Not 
wishing to take our chances with public transportation, 
we caught a ride on the tribal jet. We all breathed a 

sigh of relief when he had 
been safely deposited in 
our vault.” 

With a gesture 
toward the portrait, 

Osceola said, “There are 
no words to describe my 
feelings when I first laid 
eyes on Micanopy in the 
gallery in Santa Fe. His 
image is so lifelike and his 
eyes look directly back at 
you. As you stare into his 
eyes you feel as though 
you can read the expres- 
sion on his face as he was 
being painted. His features 
emit strength and resolve. I 
can only imagine how he 
must have felt in a strange 
place, far from home, in 
the midst of his aggres- 
sors; not knowing whether 
he would ever be permit- 
ted to return to his family 
and followers.” 

Pointing to her 
right, she indicated a glass 
enclosed display case. 

“The contents of 
this display further authen- 
tic the history of 
Micanopy’s likeness,” she 
said. “It contains a hand 
written letter and an 
engraving of Henry Inman. 
He was not only a very tal- 
ented artist, but only thirty 
years old when McKenney 
commissioned his servic- 


Judy Weel 

Jessica Osceola was just one of the attendees at 
the Micanopy portrait viewing. 


“In the center is 
an 1825 John Quincy 
Adams Peace Medal. 
Although, it is not the one 



Judy Weeks 


(L-R) Robin Kilgo, Museum Registrar, Barbara Butera, Okalee Museum Director, Tina Osceola, Executive 
Director of the Museum Department and Anne McCudden, Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum Director. 



worn by Micanopy in his portrait it is a facsimile and 
gives the observer some sense of the actual ornament.” 

“Last, but not least, is a journal which sub- 
stantiates the Seminole Delegation of eight individuals 
with Micanopy specifically listed. Dated June 30, 

1826, it is a statement of expenditures submitted by 


Gad Humphreys for the return of the Delegation from 
Washington to Florida. Among the items listed are 
food, travel passage and interestingly enough, a med- 
ical fee for Micanopy who had become ill dining the 
trip,” concluded Osceola. 

On the table to the left of the painting are ref- 
erence books which include the Micanopy portraits: 
Indian Legacy of Charles Bird King, McKenney-Hall 
Portrait Gallery of American Indians by Horan and 
McKenny-Hall History of the Indian Tribes of North 
America. 


The renowned artist and long-time friend of 
the Seminole Tribe, Guy LaBree attended the unveil- 
ing of Micanopy. When asked for his reaction, he said 
that he was definitely not going to critique the artist or 
the painting. This was not his field and it would 
require very close examination, however, he was very 
impressed. To be 175 years old 
and un-restored, it appeared to be 
in excellent condition, he said. 

Observing Micanopy 
from arm’s length, LaBree made 
note of the fact that the artist had 
been very attentive to detail. 

“Look closely at the red 
cloth in his turban,” he said. “At a 
quick glance you see a piece of 
twisted cloth. Upon closer exami- 
nation, you can observe a pattern 
on the cloth, which is nearly 
obscure. It is entirely possible that 
Inman used gold or copper in the 
detail of the red cloth and that it 
may have tarnished with age.” 

(It should be noted that 
during Inman’s time, artists didn’t 
simply go out and purchase then- 
paints at the comer art supply. 
Although some pigments could be 
purchased, many were manufac- 
tured by the artist and contained 
minerals, dyes and metals sus- 
pended in a turpentine and linseed 
oil base. For instance, a true, 
bright white such as appears in 
Micanopy’s clothing probably 
contained titanium which general- 
ly does not yellow with age.) 

Tribal Historic 
Preservation Officer Willard 
Steele gave a brief resume of the 
historical facts surrounding 
Micanopy and willingly answered 
questions posed by members of 
the audience. He was a very valu- 
able source of information while 
compiling the following historical 
data from the life of Micanopy. 

Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum Director Anne 
McCudden, Museum Registrar Robin Kilgo, Okalee 
Museum Director Barbara Butera and Tribal citizen 
Jessica Osceola were on hand to participate in this his- 
toric event and assist with the viewing. They skillfully 
answered questions and reviewed material with the 
group who had attended the private debut. 

Returning to the main entrance of the muse- 
um, everyone was delighted to partake of a generous 
buffet of fresh fruits, vegetable trays, desserts and 
refreshments. 


Tina Osceola addresses the attendees at the unveiling of Micanopy. 


A History of Micanopy 


Micanopy’s roots run deep in the soil of the 
Florida peninsula. His family tree can be traced back 
to the founder of the Seminole Tribe known as the 
Cowkeeper. According to William Bartram, this 
Hitchiti- speaking Oconee chief lived with his band 
along the Oconee River in Georgia during the very 
early 1700’s. 

Because of the proximity of the white fron- 
tier settlements, they migrated south to the lake at 
Alachua Prairie and built a town known as Alachua 
or Latchaway. This was not totally unknown territory 
for the Oconee, who had used the area for a seasonal 
hunting ground for perhaps several generations. After 
a short time they abandon this site because of 
swarms of mosquitoes and the smell of decaying 
fish. 

The Cowkeeper and his people moved to 
Cuscowilla, located several miles away near the pres- 
ent-day town of Micanopy. Founded sometime 
before 1730, the town of Cuscowilla was deep into 
Spanish territory. However, the Seminoles and 
Spanish had no apparent grievances and the 
Seminole Tribe prospered. 

By the 1760’s the town consisted of several 
wood frame buildings constructed around an open 
square, had a population of several hundred persons, 
com fields, gardens, herds of cattle and horses and a 
considerable number of slaves. Members of this 
community had become proficient in the skills of 
blacksmithing and weaving, in addition to several 
other civilized enterprises. 

The Cowkeeper ’s nephew Payne, after 
whom Payne’s Prairie is named, succeeded him in 
authority. Referred to as King Payne, he held this 
position until his death in 1812 from an injury sus- 
tained during an attack upon his holdings by the 
Georgia militia. His sister’s oldest son became the 
leader for a short time and upon the death of his 
nephew, his sister’s youngest son, Micanopy, rose to 
power. 

Micanopy was one of the most influential 
Seminoles of his time, and his was the fourth of thir- 
ty-two tribal signatures on the Moultrie Creek Treaty 
of 1824. In 1826 he accompanied Florida Indian 
Agent Gad Humphreys to Washington with seven 
other Florida tribal leaders to present their views to 
Secretary of War Barbour. During this time, Charles 
Bird King was commissioned to paint his portrait 
along with 143 other famous Indian leaders. 

Micanopy was present for the Treaty of 
Payne’s Landing in 1832, which called for the 
removal of the Seminoles to the Indian Territories 
west of the Mississippi, but always contended that he 
did not touch his pen to the treaty despite white 
claims that he had participated. 

By 1835 he was referred to by the army as 
“the legitimate head of the Seminole nation, and the 
acknowledged chief of the Indians in Florida.” 
According to Lieutenant George McCall, he was 
present for an election in 1826 at which time 
Tuskalmathla (John Hicks) had been voted supreme 
chief of the Seminoles, Tallahassee and Mikasuki, to 
be united under the name of the Seminole Nation. 

However, McCall also states that attending 
conferences between the Indians and the government 
officials from 1826 -32, John Hicks may have been 
listed chief, but Micanopy and his Minister of State, 
Jumper, did all the talking. 

Due to white encroachment on their towns, 
loss of livestock, raids on their homes, destruction of 
their crops and the capture and removal of their 
slaves, it had now become necessary for many of the 
towns to be abandon and the Indian population was 
slowly moving southward and toward the interior of 
the state. The federal government had set up reserva- 
tion areas and attempted to contain the Indians with- 
in these boundaries until they could be successfully 
relocated to the West. 

Micanopy was a peacetime leader, but with 
his back to the wall and the best interests of his peo- 


ple at heart, he became known as the Chief of the 
Seminoles during the Second Seminole War. All 
efforts to negotiate an amiable settlement to their 
problems and prevent their relocation had failed and 
he was forced to move aggressively to defend the 
territory of his people. 

Although Micanopy was present at the Dade 
Massacre and several other conflicts, he realized that 
problems with slave hunters, trespass of reservations, 
repeated destruction of their camps, loss of their pos- 
sessions and slow starvation were taking a serious 
toll on his followers. He surrendered with his people 
and prepared for western relocation. 

Drawing the wrath of the anti-removal fac- 
tion, Sam Jones and Osceola captured Micanopy and 
his band and returned them. Osceola killed Charley 
Emathla for surrendering at Fort King and agreeing 
to removal. His undisturbed body and the money he 
had received from the sale of his cattle lay on the 
ground for nearly two years as a warning to any 
other Tribal members who attempted to accept the 
terms of the removal. 

Several years of bloody war ensued, ending 
in the capture of Osceola under a flag of truce and 
his imprisonment. Brevat Major General Thomas 
Jesup instructed Colonel Zackary Taylor to destroy 
any Seminole force he encountered. This resulted in 
the Battle of Okeechobee. After numerous skirmish- 
es, all peace making attempts failed and Jesup began 
capturing Seminoles near Fort Juniper, who were 
under the impression that there was a cease fire in 
effect. More than 500 Indians were taken. 

Micanopy agreed to attend a meeting under 
a white flag to negotiate the removal of his people 
and Jesup acted as he had in the case of Osceola and 
placed Micanopy and his 8 1 followers in captivity. 

Transferred by ship to the Indian Territory 
in Oklahoma, Micanopy continued to be a powerful 
peacetime leader and was instrumental in helping his 
people survive the first few harsh winters in the new 
land. He negotiated settlement lands and worked as a 
liaison with the government on behalf of his dis- 
placed Seminole people in an effort to help them 
adapt to their new environment. 

In 1845 Micanopy signed a document in 
Oklahoma that led to the separation of the Seminole 
Nation from the Creeks and re-established them as a 
sovereign people. He died in Oklahoma in January of 
1849. 

Unfortunately, problems continued to accel- 
erate for the Seminoles remaining in Florida. 
Micanopy’s nephew, Billy Bowlegs had become an 
important power to reckon with during the Second 
Seminole War and was the leader during the Third 
Seminole War, often referred to as the Billy Bowlegs 
War. 

Many Florida Seminoles can proudly trace 
their ancestry to Micanopy. By the end of the Third 
Seminole War, government records indicate between 
250 and 400 Seminoles remained in Florida. What 
pride he would feel if he could see how these 
descendents persevered and evolved into the strong 
Seminole Tribe of Florida. 

The abandon Indian town of Cuscowilla in 
Alachua County became Wanton’s Trading Post prior 
to 1821. A white settlement was then founded on this 
site destined to become the capital of the new State 
of Florida. However plans were altered, establishing 
the seat of state government at Tallahassee. The his- 
torical town of Micanopy founded in 1821, now 
occupies this site. 

The historical facts for this article were 
obtained from Tina M. Osceola, executive director of 
the Museums department, Tribal Historical 
Preservation Officer Willard Steele, Artist Guy 
LaBree, “The Seminoles of Florida” by James 
Covington, “Creeks and Seminoles” by J. Leitch 
Wright Jr., “Florida Indians” by Jerald T. Milanich 
and “Journey Into The Wilderness” by J.R. Motte. 
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Cattle Shipping Ends 2005-2006 Season 

By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — The 2005-2006 
Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc.’s cattle season 
was brought to a close after three weeks of ship- 
ping in late July and early August. 

“We did a little better this year than last 
year in the numbers of cattle sold,” said Director 
of Natural Resources, Don Robertson. “It was a 
good year; the prices are still good.” 

At a meeting on Aug. 12 with the highly- 
honored cattleman it seemed he was glad the 
annual round-up was completed and the cycle for 
next year is starting again. 

In 2005 Robertson was awarded the 
Cattleman of the Year Award by the Florida 
Cattlemen’s Association. He has also been the 
mastermind behind the changing genetics of the 
Seminole Tribe’s herds. 

He said this year approximately 5,800 
calves were loaded onto 56 semi-trailers and 
shipped to buyers who purchased Seminole cattle 

The Tribe’s cattle owners have sold their 
cattle through Superior Video Sales for many 
years, said Simmons. You can watch Superior cat- 
tle auctions on RFD-TV on Dish Network or 
DirecTV. 

“The video sales are an excellent tool,” 
said Simmons. “We have been able to lock in the 
price in advance.” 

Robertson said the cattle prices are look- 
ing good for another couple of years through 
2009. 

“With the Japanese market now open, the 
export market to Japan will help a lot,” he said. 
“South Korea will probably follow next.” 

After the Mad Cow Disease incident in 
Washington State, Japan closed its doors to the 
import of American beef in December, 2003, 
according to information posted on the USDA 
website. Japan had bought about $1.4 billion 
worth of U.S. beef annually so the loss of that 




Susan Etxebarria 

Emma Urbina managing cattle at the BC cowpens. 


at the Superior Livestock Auction Video Sale on 
May 5. The highest priced lot was 120 small 
steers raised at Big Cypress with a base weight of 
400 pounds. They sold for $1.31 a pound. 

The shipping breakdown was 28 trucks 
loaded at Brighton cow pens and nine trucks at 
Big Cypress. Among the board’s cattle there were 
1 1 trucks loaded at the Miccosukee pastures, six 
trucks at Parker Island and two at St. Thomas. 

This year’s health documents for the 
Tribe’s cattle were signed off by veterinarian Dr. 

John Yellington of Lake Placid, Fla. Yellington 
has replaced Doc Keen who passed away this 
summer. Yellington had worked along side Doc 
Keen at times and has some familiarity with the 
Tribal herds. 

Administrative Assistant Leoma 
Simmons worked throughout the three week long 
process keeping records. She said the heat was (L-R) Dallas Nunez, Todd Johns, Adam Turtle, 
Raymond Garza and Tommy Mann. 


market was significant for the cattle industry. 

Japan lifted the ban in late 2005 and then re- 
imposed the ban in January, 2006. Just last month a 
new agreement was struck after Japanese inspectors 
toured 35 U.S. meat processing plants and approved 
exports after being satisfied that their standards of 
safety are being met. 

Seminole beef is one of the major beef pro- 
ducers who have installed electronic identification that 
can identify the exact pasture from which a cow was 
raised and sold. 

“Japan will want our beef,” said Simmons. 

Seminole beef wear a radio frequency device, 
a yellow button in their left ear that records their his- 
tory. Traceable source of beef in case of a major mad 
cow outbreak among the human population is what 
most progressive countries require for consumer safe- 
ty. 




Tracking weights are Leoma Simmons and Richard 
Bowers. 


extremely humid this year but despite the weather 
there was a good turnout of cattle families. 

“It is always good to see the women working 
together to provide food for the cowboys,” Simmons 
said. 

Simmons was especially impressed with the 
qualify of the herds. 

“The calves looked very good this year, they 
were shiny and sleek,” she said. “It seems they are 
getting better each year.” 

The introduction of the Brangus breed started 
about 10 years ago. Robertson said the genetic 
improvement is making the difference. 

“You can really see that in the calves,” he 

said. 



Susan Etxebarria 

Norman Johns and Wendy Fish at BC cowpens. 



Susan Etxebarria 

Approximately 5,800 calves were loaded and shipped to buyers after the May 5 cattle sale. 



The 4-H Steer Club: (L-R) Front Row: Randall Osceola, Reba Osceola, Justin Aldridge. Back Row: Ashton 
Baxley, Kerwin Miller, Dayne Johns and Clint Bowers. 


4-H Steer Club Elects 2006-2007 Officers 


By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — The Brighton 4-H Steer 
Club held its first meeting of the 2006-2007 year on 
Aug. 8, at the Cattle and Land Headquarters. The 4-H 
youth arrived with their parents to receive registration 
forms, pick up their record books and contracts, and 
elect new officers. They were greeted by Seminole 
Tribe 4-H Coordinator Polly Hayes and Brighton 4-H 
Assistant Dionne Smedley. 

Smedley distributed this year’s record books 
saying they are simpler than in the past and have only 
seven pages compared to last year’s 20 page books. 
The record book contains the “Project Agreement” 
that each 4-H member must sign to participate. The 
conditions are strict. 

The official 4-H mandatory rule states that no 
matter where the animal is housed, it is the 4-H mem- 
bers’ responsibility to feed, water his animal, and 
clean his animal’s pens. If the rule is violated the 
member only gets two warnings. If there is a third vio- 
lation the 4-H member’s project can be taken and he 
or she will not be allowed to show. 

In signing the agreement, the 4-H member 
also agrees that he or she understands that the 4-H 
project is an educational tool teaching them how to be 
successful in the livestock industry. They also agree to 
keep accurate and timely record books. The records 
kept include animal weights, expenses sheets, a profit 
and loss statement, a project story and project pictures. 

Smedley told the 4-H members that they have 
to bear in mind that there are some important guide- 
lines when electing officers. She said that an officer 
must attend every meeting and arrive early to prepare 
for the meeting. They also must attend 4-H Club 


Officer’s Training. Then she asked for nominations. 

The newly elected officers are: Randall 
Osceola, president, Reba Osceola, vice president, 
Ashton Baxley, secretary, Justin Aldridge, treasurer, 
Dayne Johns, reporter and Curwin Miller and Clint 
Bowers, sergeants-of-arms. As soon as these youth 
were elected they assumed their leadership roles and 
conducted the meeting following the prepared agenda 
drafted by Smedley, the club’s official 4-H leader. 

The new president, Randall Osceola, polled 
the Steer Club members and they voted to meet 
monthly at 6 p.m. and to hold monthly-weigh-ins for 
their steers one Sunday each month from 3—5 p.m. The 
members set the date of Sept. 17 for the first weigh in 
at the 4-H bams. 

Justin Aldridge suggested that Brighton 4-H 
have another bake sale this year to raise money for 
field trips. Both the bake sale and the 50/50 raised a 
good amount of money last year, he said. 

Before adjourning, each new member was 
asked to tell everyone present the name of their steer, 
how much it weighs and whose pasture the steer came 
from. Some chose names like T-Bone, Shish Kabob, 
Black Beauty and Naha. 

Smedley asked each member to send a story 
about their steer to the cattle owners after each weigh- 
in. She said the cattle owners want to know how they 
are doing. The cattle owner whose steer wins grand 
champion and grand reserve receives a special cash 
prize so they all have an interest in the outcome. All 
cattle owners have pride in claiming the winning steer 
comes from their herd and so most are also willing to 
advise the 4-H member if they ask. 
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❖ Osceola 

Continued from page 1 

By the end of the first go-round and after 180 
ropers, Shelby was holding the second place spot in 
the nation. 

Shelby had a whole day until she had to com- 
pete again. She spent her time shopping at the trade 
show and watching the other competitors from the 
Florida team. By two hours before it was competition 
time her work was starting. 

Her typical routine before competing was 
finding out what calf she drew for the round, watching 
a tape of how the calf ran 
so she could gather a 
game plan together in her 
head. Then it was off to 
get her horse Yeller 
groomed, saddled and 
ready for the competition. 

Shelby always made sure 
she had plenty of time to 
get Yeller warmed up and 
then go to the arena, find a 
quiet spot where she and 
Yeller could mentally pre- 
pare for what needed to be 
done. 

The second round 
started and Shelby was 
one of the first to rope; 
but the pressure certainly 
didn’t show on her. 

Shelby’s second round 
was like watching the first 
round all over again— two 
swings and calf caught. 

Shelby waited patiently 
for her time to be 
announced. 

“Two-point-six 
seconds,” said the 
announcer. 

Shelby gave a 
proud pat to Yeller and 
walked away again with 
that same smile on her 
face. Shelby commented 
on how she felt to have a 
two-point-six second time 
again. 

“It was great,” 
she said. “I told Yeller before we went in, ‘Let’s do it 
again girl’ and we did.” 

By the end of the two rounds, Shelby was 
still holding on to the second place spot in the nation. 
She was going to the third and final round with a 
chance to be the national breakaway champion. 

The final go-round wasn’t until Sunday after- 
noon which gave Shelby two days just to sit back 
relax and prepare for the toughest competition. . . the 
other top 19 ropers who also made it to the final 
round. During the two day rest Shelby stayed relax by 
doing more shopping, hanging out with her friends 
and taking a lot of naps. 

July 30 finally came around, the final round, 
and with temperatures at 100-plus degrees didn’t help 
any of the competitors. By the heat didn’t stop Shelby 
from doing her usual routine before competition. 

When the competition started all the competitors were 
competing hard and going for it all— they were holding 
nothing back. 


Shelby was second to last to go in the final 
round and a 3.8 second run was leading the round and 
holding the first place spot in the average. When it 
came to Shelby’s turn she looked relaxed and ready to 
rope; she backed up in the roping box, gave a nod and 
came out swinging. After two swings Shelby had 
thrown her rope but her rope sat on the calf’s nose; 
she had to ride Yeller up a couple steps to get the rope 
to fall over the nose; when it finally did she stopped 
her horse. 

Shelby had to rope a 3.8 seconds or quicker 
to take that number one spot and be the national 
champion. The announcer yells out Shelby’s time, 
four-point-four seconds. The disappointment on 


Shelby’s face was obvious; knowing that all she need- 
ed was 3.8 seconds or quicker and she had trouble 
with the calf and roped a 4.4 second was heartbreak- 
ing. 

But after all the disappointment of not claim- 
ing the number one spot Shelby realized that she just 
won second place. She came out in second place 
against the best high school ropers in the nation, 
Canada and Australia. 

At the awards ceremony that followed the 
rodeo that evening they announced the 2006 National 
High School Rodeo Association reserve champion 
breakaway roper was Shelby Osceola from 
Hollywood, Fla. Shelby claimed her buckle, scholar- 
ship money and other prizes with pride. She said she 
was happy with her second place finish. 

“My goal was to just get here and I did that,” 
she said. “I never really expected to get as far as I did 
but now I am only thinking about next year and bring- 
ing home the championship and being number one.” 


Shelby and her grandfather, Lawrence Moore. 



GET THE LOOK ! 
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Announcements * Ahaaheeke * Nak-ohkerkecelv 


Birthdays 


Congratulations 



Happy birthday to Lorri, who 
will be 13 on Aug. 15. 

From, 

Your family 



Happy belated first birthday to 
Jaila Rae Yzaguirre on July 19. We want 
to wish you a happy birthday. You put the 
sparkle back in our eyes. 

Love, 

Grandma Norita and Grandpa 

Ray 



Happy 23rd birthday to 
Stephen C. Billie, Otter clan. I was look- 
ing for a picture of you when I came 
across this one. Instead of just you, I’ll 
embarrass the whole group. 

Love, 

Your dad, Steve Osceola 

Can anyone name all these peo- 
ple? Call me. 



Happy birthday to my husband 
and son, Bustin on Aug. 12 and Sam on 
Aug. 19. 1 hope you two get what you 
think you want 

Love always, 

Your wife and your mom, your 
daughters/sister, sons/brother and pa- 
pa/uncle 



Congratulations go out to Sonny 
and Kellie. We watched you graduate from 
head start, which seems like it was only 
yesterday. But here we are at a high school 
graduation. We hope you two continue 
your education and follow your dreams 
and make them come true. Be proud of 
your accomplishments and proud in who 
you are. Your whole family is very proud 
of you two. Congratulations on your grad- 
uation! 

We love you, 

Tigertail Family 



Poems 


Ambivalence Mv Friend. 

Ambivalence My Enemy 

Ambivalence where did you come 
from? Why are you here? 

You are the reason I don’t care. 
When I am trapped, and in trouble 
you save me from worry. 

In that you are my friend. 

For if I am trapped, and in trouble 
what does it matter if I don’t care? 
How many times must you save 
me? 

Must I really be saved? 

Decisions must be made, but how 
can they, if I don’t care? 

You have led me to harsh conse- 
quences, and yet I still follow you. 
I am an intelligent person. 


I know right for wrong I know fall 
well the consequences of my 
actions 

But what good is this knowledge, if 
I don’t care? 

All my intelligence, ambitions, and 
potential are rendered useless... 
Because of you 
In this you are my enemy 
Thank you for being my friend 
But I have out grown you I no 
longer care where you came from 
of why you are here 
And I have you to tha nk for this too 
A parting gift I suppose. . . tha nk 
you, and good bye 
Ambivalence my friend, 
Ambivalence my enemy 
— William Osceola Jr. 


I Got A New Hustle 

I got a new hustle 
I’m trying to do s — right now 
I was trapped in the darkness 
But everything looks bright now 
The old me wasn’t right 
I was running the street 
Starving for a savior 
While steadily starting beef 
I look back now weighing 230 lbs 
Thinking, “Damn how did I sur- 
vive?” 

And dreading another round 
I get another run in me I know 
But no chance of sobriety 
I know I’ll die if I get high 
I know death won’t come silently 
Every rez knows my name and face 
Every crack dealer knows 
I had a hunger, taste for base 
But luckily I made it out 
I am not trying to save face 
I’m here to tell it live, raw, and 
uncut 

That road is full of demons 
Those demons don’t give a f — 

It took my pride and my health 

I took that as a sign 

Like, isn’t there more to life than 

this? 


Running wild like a savage 
Smelling like old garbage and piss 
Thinking about my children 
And how much of there lives I 
missed 

Now-a-days I pray 

To a man I call God 

And thanx to him 

Things are not always easy 

But they are not always hard 

Today I’m great full to be above 

ground 

I enjoy life as a survivor 
And not a casualty 
I often wonder if anyone 
Would’ve cared if I died while 
smoking 
Then I thi nk 

“I would’ve” and proceed with 
doing me 

With eyes wide open 
I’m just a sheep 
In search of a green pasture 
Living up to my potential 
I am my own fates master 
True words from Markell 
To the whole Indian Nation, One 
love 

— Markell Billie Sr. 




Technologies 

JnsfaN/ng the Future 


Any Hame 1 heater, plasma, of standard flat 
scraefi* 

WE DO IT ALU 


We specialize In designing, customizing and providing fop of the line 
technology in Audio & Video electronics Including a division dedicated to 
Security and Surveillance equipment far your home and business, 

361? North State Road 7/ Hollywood. FL 33021 
[954] m-?106 / Fax: (954) &?3-?107 


WE PROVIDE IN HOME SURVEYS 

WE COME TO YOU: m CYPRESS, HOLLYWOOD. BRIGHTON, IMMGKALEE AND FT. PIERCE 
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News From Indian Country 


National Indian Law Library Receives 2006 Public 
Access to Government Information Award 


Submitted by the Native American Rights Fund 

BOULDER, CO — The American 
Association of Law Libraries (AALL) recently award- 
ed Monica Martens and David Selden at the National 
Indian Law Library (NILL) the Public Access to 
Government Information Award (PAGI). The award 
honors their work in making Tribal law-available to 
the public. 

No other library devotes itself as completely 
as NILL does to the laws of sovereign Indian nations 
and Alaska Native villages. There are more than 560 
nations and villages which have laws on the books 
that are rarely found in libraries across the nation. 

“A principle tenet of the American 
Association of Law Libraries is the right of equal 
access to information for all to ensure an informed cit- 
izenry and to promote a just and democratic society,” 
said Johanna C. Bizub, AALL awards committee 
chair. 

The library’s work in providing access has 


focused on collecting hundreds of tribal codes and 
constitutions and offering a variety of user-friendly 
tools to access this difficult-to-find information, 
including full-text online copies, a “gateway” on the 
library’s web site, and unique and thorough keyword 
searching capability through the library’s Internet cata- 
log. 

“It is hard to overstate how important NILL’s 
work in improving access to tribal and federal Indian 
law materials has been and continues to be. NILL is 
undoubtedly the most valuable national resource avail- 
able for the research and study of tribal law. It is 
through their efforts that tribal governmental informa- 
tion is being made available — often for the very first 
time,” said Jill E. Tompkins, Clinical Professor of Law 
and Director of the University of Colorado American 
Indian Law Clinic. 

For more information about the library’s trib- 
al law project visit http://www.narf.org/nill/index.htm. 


Millions Awarded to Improve 
Education for Indian Students 


Submitted by Tom Beaver, 

U.S. Department of 
Education 

WASHINGTON, 

DC — Education programs in seven states: Arizona, 
Idaho, Minnesota, Montana, North Carolina, Oregon 
and Wisconsin have been selected to receive 
$3,793,537. This money will provide training pro- 
grams to recruit and graduate new American Indian 
teachers and school administrators, U.S. Secretary of 
Education Margaret Spellings announced on Aug. 3. 

“These professional development grants will 
help us find, train and retain the very best teachers and 
administrators within American Indian communities,” 
said Secretary Spellings. “Reaching our goal under No 
Child Left Behind of every child reading and doing 
math at grade level by 2014 depends on the dedicated 
efforts of our teachers. We will continue to make sure 
teachers have the support and tools they need to best 
serve their students.” 

The grant award is part of the Office of 


Indian Education’s 
Professional Development pro- 
gram, which trains qualified 
individuals to become teachers 
and administrators in Indian communities. More infor- 
mation about Indian education is available from the 
Office of Indian Education at 
http://www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/oese/oie/index.ht 
ml. 

Indian Education Professional Development 
Fiscal Year 2006 Grant Awards: Tohono O’odham 
Community College, $935,092, Tuba City Unified 
School District, $324,998, Lewis-Clark State College, 
$323,541, College of St. Scholastica, $324,520, White 
Earth Tribal and Community College, $324,806, 
Montana State University-Billings, $293,290, Montana 
State University-Bozeman, $318,520, University of 
North Carolina-Pembroke, $299,399, University of 
Oregon, $324,847, University of Wisconsin- 
Milwaukee $324,524. 


Part of Efforts Under No 
Child Left Behind 


Indigenous Peoples Win Historic Vote on Rights 


Submitted by Miriam Ross, Survival-International 

On UN Indigenous People’s Day, Aug. 9, the 
UN Human Rights Council’s voted in favor of the 
declaration on indigenous people’s rights. 

Canada and Russia were the only two coun- 
tries on the council to vote against the declaration. 
Several African countries including South Africa voted 
in favor of the declaration, breaking with African gov- 
ernments ’ traditional reluctance to recognize indige- 
nous peoples. 

Canada, which refused to back the declara- 
tion, has faced a long campaign by Survival- 
International over its treatment of the Innu people of 
Labrador and Quebec. During the last 40 years, the 
Innu have been moved from their land and made to 
live in settled communities. The new communities are 
marked by extremely high levels of alcoholism, 
inhalant abuse amongst children, violence and record 
levels of suicides. 

Survival’s director Stephen Corry said, “A 
UN declaration of indigenous peoples’ rights is long 


overdue and it’s encouraging that many of the former 
colonial powers, together with South Africa, finally 
supported this very progressive move. What is really 
dismaying is that Canada decided to join with Russia 
in opposing the draft declaration. Canada’s treatment 
of many of its indigenous peoples is very shabby 
indeed and they will feel further discriminated against 
by their government’s actions at the UN.” 

The declaration was first discussed more than 
20 years ago. It will now move to the UN General 
Assembly, where member countries are expected to 
vote on it later this year. The Council recommended 
that the General Assembly approve the declaration. 

If approved, the declaration would set a 
benchmark against which countries’ treatment of tribal 
peoples can be judged; it is not legally binding. The 
declaration recognizes the rights of indigenous peoples 
to their land and to five as they wish. It also affirms 
that, for example, they should not be moved from their 
lands without their free and informed consent. 


Fifth Annual Sun Mountain Gathering Returns 


Submitted by Museum of 
Indian Arts and Culture 

SANTA FE, NM 
— Sun Mountain Gathering, 
a unique cultural celebration 
for all ages, returns to the 
Museum of Indian Arts & 

Culture on Oct. 7. Geared to 
families and free to the public, this annual favorite is 
filled with activities, featuring such popular events as 
Indian games, exhibitions, arrow making, spear throw- 
ing, and pottery making. Events will be held at Milner 
Plaza on Museum Hill in Santa Fe from 10 a.m.^f 
p.m. 

Held annually since 2002, Sim Mountain 
Gathering is an exploration of Southwestern archaeol- 
ogy and celebrates more than 12,000 years of cultural 
heritage in the area. 

A highlight of this year’s festival is the grand 
opening of the Avanyu Heritage Trail. Developed over 
several years, this outdoor exhibit and interpretive trail 
is located behind the Museum of Indian Arts & 
Culture. Stations along the quarter mile trail feature 
reconstructions of traditional gardens, Pueblo Field 
Houses, and a Navajo Sheep Camp. 

The Wild Plant Foraging portion of the trail 
includes examples of native plants and their uses by 
the people of the Southwestern U.S. Guides will be 


stationed along the trail dur- 
ing the festival to answer 
questions and provide addi- 
tional information. 

With activities for 
every age and interest, the 
festival provides visitors 
many opportunities to leam 
about archaeology and the ancient technology and tra- 
ditional arts of Native peoples in the southwest. 
Activities include exhibits on native foods and Indian 
music and dancing on spectacular Milner Plaza. 

Demonstrations of Native crafts are also 
scheduled to take place, which include flint-knapping, 
arrow making, stone axe use, sandal making, hot rock 
cooking, heirloom gardening, and a mock archaeology 
dig, to name just a few. Visitors will also have an 
opportunity to leam about traditional arts by trying 
their hand at forming a coiled pot or making a replica 
of a stamped silver bracelet. 

Another main attraction is the Atlatl Range. 
The atlatl and dart were the first true and natural 
weapons system of the human race, invented thou- 
sands of years before the bow and arrow and used 
longer by humans than any other weapon system yet 
developed. Spear throwing using replicas of prehis- 
toric atlatls will go on continuously throughout the 
day. 


Event Features Spear 
Throwing , Pottery Making 
and Grand Opening of 
Avanyu Heritage Trail 


31st Annual Indian Progress in Business Awards Banquet 


Submitted by NCAIED 

LOS ANGELES, CA — The National 
Center for American Indian Enterprise Development 
(NCAIED) and Northrop Grumman Corporation are 
pleased to present the 3 1st Annual American Indian 
Progress In Business Awards Banquet (INPRO 2006). 
INPRO is a national fundraising event presented annu- 
ally by the National Center and is sponsored by corpo- 
rations, Tribes and Indian businesses. 

Awards are presented in various categories to 
individuals that have helped facilitate Indian entrepre- 
neurship and leadership. INPRO attendees will witness 
both the beauty and culture of live American Indian 
entertainment and the inspiring words of the 2006 
INPRO award winners. INPRO will be held at the 
Millennium Biltmore Hotel in downtown Los Angeles 
on Sept. 21. 

The INPRO 2006 Awards event benefits The 
American Indian Fellowship in Business Scholarship 


Program and The National Center. Each year during 
INPRO, the National Center awards scholarships to 
American Indian college students majoring in business 
who represent America’s future entrepreneurs. The 
theme of INPRO 2006 is “Building Futures, Honoring 
Diversity & Achievements.” 

Elaine Miles, actress and motivational speak- 
er, member of the Umatilla Tribe, will serve as the 
emcee for INPRO 2006. Miles is best known for her 
portrayal of Marilyn Whirlwind on the television 
series Northern Exposure. Brought up traditionally 
with her parent’s Indian Heritage, Cayuse and Nez 
Perce, Miles learned her Native American culture 
through ancestral storytelling. She is an award win- 
ning traditional dancer and has appeared in numerous 
movies, talk shows, and magazines. 

For more information on INPRO 2006 spon- 
sorship opportunities, or The National Center, please 
call (800) 462-2433 ext 243, or visit www.ncaied.org. 
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Native Men’s Calendar Due for Second Release 


Submitted by Shaunya Manusm, View 
Finder Photographs 

CHANDLER, AZ The 2 1 st 

Century Skins all Native American Men’s 
calendar came out on Aug. 3 1 . The calendar 
brings together some of the most prominent 
talent from Indian Country. With the success 
of the 2006 calendar, Viewfinder Photographs 
has decided to continue this unique project. 

The 2 1 st Century Skins Calendar 
project tries to recruit Native men from all 
different Tribes. Last year the calendar fea- 
tured men from the Lakota, Navajo, Wichita, 
and Tohono O’odham Tribes. This year the 
men range from Cree, Standing Rock, 

Navajo, and Apache. 

Some of the well-known actors 
include Zahn McClamon who can be seen 
this fall in a new mini-series called 
Comanche Moon. Another actor is Sean Wei 
Mah, who’s most noted role was playing 
Heavy Shield in “Into the West.” 

The photos are done by photogra- 
pher Mihio Manus. Mihio Manus has a pho- 
tography degree from Northern Arizona 
University and has been taking pictures for 
more than 10 years. More of his work can be 
seen at: www.mihiomanus.com. 

The calendar can be pre-ordered 
online at: www.ViewfinderPhotographs.com. 
For more information please contact: 
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Vehicles For Sale 


Last 6 
of YIN 
B39473 

Tear 

1996 

Mate Model 

ftirH Ml Van CnhP 

Mileage 
160,076.. . 

Condition 
Poor 

Price Range 
....$1,385.00 • $2,730.00 

B43M2.. 

1996 

Ford..._ Econoline E-15QYan... 

220742 

Poor 

....$700.00 - $1,800.00 

157290.. 

2000 _. 

flird Crown Victoria 

126,000 ... 

fair 

....$1,080.00 • $2,970.00 

064749 .. 

107427.. 

— 1995— 
1992 — 

Bluebird 61 Pass - School Bus 

Cheviolet...Sports Van 

123,756 — 

Not Avail... 

Poor 

.....Poor 

....$5,000.00 - OBO 
....$350.00 - $740 00 


Diego Orozco - (9S4) 966-6300 Ext. 1216 
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Hank Williams Jr. Entertains with 
his Southern Country Rock 


By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD — An almost sold out show 
greeted “Bocephus” this August 15 at the Hard Rock 
live. This award-winning country southern rock enter- 
tainer has played all around the world; especially Las 
Vegas, Nev. Williams sings, plays guitar, keyboards 
and fiddle while prancing and joking on stage country 
style and dons changing baseball caps at the beginning 
of almost every song. 

Fans were well behaved and showed their 
grateful appreciation to this master showman with 
wild hoots, whistles and enthusiastic applause. He was 
backed up by a tight seven man group and one blonde 
haired female bass guitar player who could hit all the 
right chords. 

The back of the stage was decorated with a 
huge black sign that read in white capital letters 
“Bocephus.” This is the nickname his dad, the late 
great country music pioneer Hank Williams, senior 


gave him when he was a little boy bom in Shreveport, 
La. some 57 years ago. 

According to Wikipedia the free website 
encyclopedia, “He is probably best known today as the 
performer of the theme song for ‘Monday Night 
Football,’ based on “All My Rowdy Friends Are 
Coming Over Tonight”. The opening theme became a 
classic, as much a part of the show as the football 
itself. In 1991, 1992, 1993, and 1994, Williams’ open- 
ing themes for Monday Night Football would earn 
him four Emmy® awards.” 

The 90 minute show included some big coun- 
try hits he made famous with his raw energy “Family 
Tradition” and “Bom to Boogie,” “That’s How They 
do it in Dixie” and “There’s a Tear in my Beer,” just 
to name a few. This country legend superstar did not 
disappoint his legion of fans who were thrilled to lis- 
ten and watch a grand old southern rock show that 
delivered the goods as advertised. 



Felix DoBosz 

Are you ready for some football?: Hank “Bocephus” Williams Jr. pleases the crowd. 


Michael McDonald, Steely Dan 
Perform at Hard Rock 


By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD — On Aug. 9 Michael 
McDonald and Steely Dan played a jazzy rocking sold 
out show. 

McDonald, the five-time Grammy® award 
winner, is still enjoying a solo career while touring 
with the group Steely Dan in a 32 date tour that kicked 
off July 7 in Milwaukee, Wis. He is also remembered 
for being the frontman of another famous group, the 
Doobie Brothers, from the mid-70s. 

Ironically, McDonald was first a member of 


the group Steely Dan, providing back-up vocals and 
keyboards until 1980. While playing with the Doobies, 
he recorded some of his best commercial hit songs, 
such as “Takin’ It To The Streets.” This blue-eyed soul 
man with the silver hair also played some motown 
favorites such as “Ain’t No Mountain High Enough” 
with eight soulful singers for dynamic backup. 

The fans enjoyed these hits as a flood of 
comforting memories that his songs provided to the 
masses on this nostalgic trip into the classic rock of 
the past. 


“It is my goal to take every original song 
crooned by a black guy and turn it into my own,” 
McDonald said to National Nitwit reporters recently. 
“My gritty, blue-eyed soul sound will now become the 
only way you can remember all the great R&B songs 
of the past.” 

After McDonald finished his one hour plus 
set to enthusiastic cheers and appluase, there was a 30 
minute intermission before Steely Dan came to the 
stage. Steely Dan is made up of 10 accomplished 
jazz/funk/rock musicians with primary frontmen and 
songwriters Donald Fagen on 
vocals and keyboards and 
Walter Becker on lead guitar. 

Together they shaped 
and were responsible for creat- 
ing part of the soundtrack of 
the ‘70s with hits such as 
“Reelin’ in the Years” and 
“Rikki Don’t Lose That 
Number.” For awhile they were 
strictly studio musicians, 
Donald Fagen had severe stage 
fright, but by the early 1990s 
they had finally busted out and 
started touring with their big 
band ensemble. 

The first noticeable 
thing about Steely Dan’s set is 
the dramatic stage lighting and 
the colorful changes in back- 
ground designs that seemed to 
fit the mood of their music. 

The ambiance played well 
accompanied by the song 
“Deacon Blues,” with the 
lyrics: “This is the day of the 
expanding man, That shape is my shade, There where 
I used to stand, It seems like only yesterday I gazed 
through the glass, At ramblers, Wild gamblers, That’s 
all in the past.” 

Steely Dan’s superb songwriting skills 
inspired a great deal of musicians and fans alike over 
the years. They have carved out a niche in the music 
world that they still enjoy today, even four decades 
after they made their first initial musical impact on our 
pop culture scene with their album “Can’t Buy a 
Thrill.” 




Felix DoBosz 

Reelin’ in the years: Walter Becker (right) of Steely Dan plays a sold-out show. 



Setting hearts ablaze: South Florida Firefighters strike a pose for charity. 


South Florida Firefighters Unveil 2007 
Calendar at Seminole Paradise 


Newest Men to Set Hearts Ablaze with Autographs and 
Sales to Benefit Charities Neighbors 4 Neighbors and 
Here y s Help 


Submitted by Fran Folic, Bitner Goodman PR 

HOLLYWOOD — It’s a new year with new 
flames to fan in the hearts 
of South Florida women 
and beyond. On Aug. 

24 at 9 p.m., the 12 
men of the 2007 
South Florida 
Firefighters Calendar 
will be unveiled at 
special event at 
Seminole Paradise to 
raise awareness and 


t 


the center fountain area at Seminole Paradise. 

The South Florida Firefighters Calendar 
retails for $15 and directly benefits Neighbors 4 
Neighbors and Here’s Help. Here’s Help is an 
acclaimed drug treatment and rehabilitation program 
created and run by 
“Footy,” South 
Florida’s former 
famous Y-100 
radio personality. 
For 

more information 
about the 2007 


THE SOUTH FLORIDA 

FIREFIGHTERS 

CALENDAR 


funds for local charities. South Florida’s sexiest heroes South Florida Firefighters, please visit the web site at 
will greet fans, take pictures and sign calendars around www.FirefightersCalendar.com. 


‘70s R’n’B Acts the O’ Jays & 
Commodores Perform at Hard Rock 

Tickets go on sale Aug. 11 at noon 


Submitted by Alina Viera, Bitner Goodman PR 

HOLLYWOOD — The O’ Jays are living 
legends and Commodores are “Legends of Motown.” 
The two groups are scheduled for a memorable 
evening performance of their 70s hits including: 

“Love Train,” “BrickHouse,” “Three Times a Lady” 
and “Sail On.” 

The musical extravaganza takes place at Hard 
Rock Live on Oct. 5 at 8 p.m. Tickets go on sale Aug. 
11 at noon and cost $45, $60 and $75. All seats are 
reserved and available at the Hard Rock Live Box 
Office, open daily from noon until 7 p.m. Tickets pur- 
chased in person at the box office will not incur a 
service charge. 

Tickets also are available at all Ticketmaster 
outlets online at www.ticketmaster.com or charge by 
phone: Miami-Dade (305) 358-5885, Broward (954) 
523-3309, and Palm Beach (561) 966-3309. Doors 
open one hour prior to show start time. 

About the O’Jays 

The O’Jays have numerous international hits 
spanning 40-plus years in the music biz. These 


include: “Back Stabbers,” “Love Train,” “Livin’ for 
the Weekend,” “Lovin’ You” and “Use Ta Be My 
Girl.” The O’Jays were nominated four times for 
Grammy™ awards and American Music Awards and 
recipients of numerous honors including their 2005 
induction into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. 

Originally, there were “four faces” of the 
O’Jays, but due to changes in members, the group is 
now a trio of Eddie Levert Sr., Walter Williams Sr. and 
Eric Grant. Their latest CD, “Imagination”, was 
released in 2004 with Music World Music Records. 

About the Commodores 

For three decades, the Commodores have 
been recognized as “The Legends of Motown” in the 
70s and 80s, cranking out hit after hit like: 
“BrickHouse,” “Machine Gun,” and “Sail On,” “Oh 
No” and “To Hot Ta Trot.” They sold more than 60 
million records for Motown. Lionel Richie left the 
band in 1983, won their first Grammy™ award for 
their multi-platinum smash single and LP “Night 
Shift” in 1986. Currently, they have their own record 
label and six new albums. 


Hard Rock Receives “Henry” Flagler 
Award From VISIT FLORIDA 


Submitted by Alina Viera, Bitner Goodman PR 
HOLLYWOOD — The Seminole Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino was recently recognized by 
VISIT FLORIDA. The facility received a 2006 
“Henry” Flagler Award in the direct mail category. 
Presented by VISIT FLORIDA, the program is 
designed to recognize the outstanding tourism market- 
ing achievements of Florida’s innumerable travel busi- 
nesses, destinations and attractions. 

A single winner was announced in each of 16 
categories during the 2006 Florida Governor’s 
Conference on Tourism at The Omni Orlando Resort 
at Champions Gate in Orlando, Fla. 

Michael Bloom, president of the Seminole 


Hard Rock Hotel & Casino, is pleased to be recog- 
nized among the best in Florida for its marketing 
efforts to promote South Florida’s leading entertain- 
ment destination. 

“The ‘Henry’ is a coveted award in Florida’s 
travel and tourism industry, and the Seminole Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino is honored to be among the 
‘best of the best’ in Florida for marketing the resort,” 
said Bloom. 

The annual awards are open to all individu- 
als, private businesses and not-for-profit organizations 
offering a tourism product or service that promote 
tourism to or within Florida. 


Fontana Named President of Tampa Hard Rock 


Submitted by Alina Viera, 
Bitner Goodman PR 

TAMPA - John 
Fontana has been named 
President of the 250 room Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino in Tampa. 
In his new capacity, Fontana will 
oversee all day-to-day opera- 
tions at the hotel, including its 
casino. Additionally, he will be 
responsible for casino operations 
at the Seminole Casinos in 
Immokalee and Brighton. 

Fontana was first 
named general manager of the 
original Seminole Casino Tampa 
in 1988. Since then, he headed 
the development team that con- 
ceived and produced the first 
Class II electronic gaming 
devices used in Indian gaming, 
as well as the team that devel- 
oped the tournament game struc- 
tures for poker at the four 



John Fontana 


Florida casinos operated by the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida. 

A graduate of Florida 
State University with a bachelor 
of science degree in finance, 
Fontana has worked for the 
Seminole Tribe since his gradua- 
tion in August, 1980. He has 
also worked as a consultant in 
Indian gaming in various states 
and was on the opening teams 
for the initial facilities built at 
the Sycuan Casino in El Cajon, 
Calif., and Little Six Casino, 
now Mystic Lake, in Minnesota. 

Fontana serves on the 
Board of Directors of the 
Florida Council for Compulsive 
Gambling, based in Orlando. He 
is also on the board of the 
Brandon Foundation and the 
Tampa Bay Visitor and 
Convention Bureau. 
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Hand Made 

by Authentic Seminotes 
in Oriando, Florida 


Skyla Osceola 


Kirsten Doney 


Cindi Adair 


Cultural Retreat Held at the Contemporary Resort 









participants 
hung around 
still engulfed in 
their work not 


Melissa Sherman 

Reed and his father Sampson Gopher carve soap. 


room. 

In the distance, Virginia 
Osceola was ripping material as she 
showed onlookers a quick shortcut. 


wanting to stop 
knowing day 
two was just a 
night away. 

On the 

morning of day two, everyone 
took their places working on 
their projects from the day 


Melissa Sherman 

Kids made patchwork out of construction paper. 


By Melissa Sherman 

ORLANDO, FL 

For some, the smell of Irish 
Spring and wood chips filling 
the air in a convention ball- 
room might be strange. 

However, to the non-residents 
who gathered together Aug. 

4-6 for the cultural retreat at 
the Walt Disney’s 
Contemporary Resort, it was 
just like home. 

With the help of 
Holly Tiger, non-resident liai- 
son, Tribal citizens from all 
across the country participat- 
ed in the retreat. Attendees 
participated in classes to 
strengthen their culture by 
wood carving, beading, bas- 
ket weaving, sewing and 
learning the Mikasuki and 
Creek languages. 

“Everyone was hav- 
ing end of year trips, I want- 
ed to combine a culture trip 
and a fun end of year trip,” Tiger said. 
“This trip gave the non-residents the 


Mickey and Minnie Mouse made a special apperance at lunch time during the retreat. 


Jodi Osceola using a beading loom. 


chance to get more familiar with the arts 
and crafts and be around the culture 
they sometimes do not have the oppor- 
tunity to be around, being so far from 
the reservations and to get reacquainted 
with each other.” 

In just a few short weeks the 
entire trip was put together by the small 
Tribal Clerk’s office staff. 

This meant gathering teachers 
and supplies, contacting 
Tribal citizens, coordinating 
sleeping arrangements, food 
and one “magical” location. 

The cultural retreat 
was setup in four groups, with 
hourly areas of study accord- 
ing to age group. On Saturday 
morning, before breakfast was 
even finished, everyone was 
eager to get started. 

In the center of the 
room the wood carvers sat 
upon a large plastic mat about 
20 feet wide. Wood and soap 
shavings quickly covered the 
plastic and sticks were trans- 
formed into knives, canoes 
and sofkee spoons. Boys who 
were too young for sharp 
knives were given butter 
knives and Irish Spring. The 
bars of soap also morphed 
into interesting shaped like arrowheads, 


Soon colorful strips of material where 
sewn into shapes making patchwork, 
then sewn into strips. Before 
long, skirts, shirts, pillows and 
purses appeared everywhere. 

In the next ballroom 
Tribal citizens also filled the 
room, sitting, learning, watching, 
creating baskets, bracelets 
and necklaces. At the 
beading table teachers 
Bonnie Motlow Frank, 

Cornelia Osceola and 
Francine Osceola were 
beading looms as people 
of different age and skill 
levels created jewelry. 

Some made one strand of 
sports themed necklaces 
and some had a six strand 
bracelet with their name 
beaded through it, each 
— one unique. 

If you were to walk by 
the language classes you would 
see Carol Cypress or Josephine 
North standing in front of their 
class rooms and see everybody 
listening intently. 

“The class had a hunger for 
knowledge and were eager to learn,” 


before. It seemed as if this day went by 
even faster as everyone worked on their 
projects with better skill and produced 
amazing crafts. The ladies who worked 
with teacher Donna Frank making 
sweetgrass baskets endured hours of 
hard labor on their hands had an actual 
basket to bring home. 


Ruth, Charlie and Devon Osceola make baskets. 


Franklin Jumper makes patchwork. 

canoes and cars. 

The sewing machines framed 
the room all around, except for the craft 
table for the young ones in the back, 
where they colored then cut and pasted 
paper to make patchwork. 

In the front folded piles of 
material and baskets of thread were 
being picked through for patchwork 
designs that were about to be created. 
After a small speed bump was fixed 
with the missing extension cords, the 
rumble of sewing machines filled the 


Cypress said. “Some students were 
afraid or embarrassed to 
speak the language even 
though they understood it, I 
asked them to try to speak 
whenever they could to help learned crafts 
and to sing the songs, and ones, 
they did a good job.” 

In the lan- 
guage class they 
gave out one dic- 
tionary per family 
and it was very 
well received. 

Even in 
the daycare kids 
had a great time, 
they watched 

lissa Sherman movies, danced and 
had nap time too. 

Some played, while 
— others hung out on 
the hips of the babysitters Amy 
Latchford, Natasha Osceola, 

Maria (Cookie) Pereyra. 

At lunch time all of 
the attendees were surprised 
with a special visitor besides 
President Moses Osceola, 

Donald Duck, Goofy, Mickey 
Mouse and Minnie showed up 
for special photo ops. All of the — 
kids rushed around while parent took 
the opportunity to get a bite to eat and 
after they left kids ate a 
bit more off their plate. 

Once lunch was over 
everyone eagerly went 
back to culture class to 
pick up where they left 
off. 

For the rest of 
the day everyone went on 
creating and working on 
their projects, 
and time flew 
by. When class- 
es came to an 
end most of the 


Colby Cypress makes a sports bracelet. 


The non-residents, who were 
reunited after many years, could look 
back at each one of their cre- 
ations and have memories to 
reflect on. 

“I was making introduc- 
tions all weekend, some of them 
haven’t seen each other in twen- 
ty-years they would either 
remember them from along time 
ago or have just met for the first 
time,” Tiger said. 

For this retreat non-resi- 
dents traveled from all over the 
country to participate, the 
Harmon’s traveled from Arizona, 
the Osceola family from Howey 
in the Hills in Florida even the 
famous Tennessee T-Cake lady, 
Gladys Bowers Bratcher, was 
there. 

At the end of the day 
when the retreat was over every- 
one finished their projects, 
lerman nobody wanted to leave, amaz- 
ing creations in hand made their 

way out of the doors as everyone 

said goodbye to new friends and 
long lost acquaintances. Tiger hopes to 
arrange another event before next year 
but for a longer period of time, allowing 
the tribal members a better chance to 
develop their skills to their newly 

polish up some rusty 


Holly Tiger would also like to 


Donna Harmon cuts her patchwork into strips. 


give her gratitude to Chairman Mitchell 
Cypress and to the Tribal Clerk staff for 
all of their hard work putting together 
this event and thank you to all of the 
teachers; Alex Tommie, Virginia 
Osceola, Mary Moore, Jimmy Hank 
Osceola Jr., Marie Osceola, Donna 
Frank, Francine Osceola, Cornelia 
Osceola, Carol Cypress, Josephine 
North, Bonnie Motlow Frank, Amy 
Latchford, Natasha Osceola and Maria 
Pereyra for all of their hard work. 


Made with 100% 
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* Graduates 

Continued from page 1 


Clewiston 


Chairman Mitchell Cypress also addressed the gradu- 
ates at this time. He congratulated them all for graduating 
high school and also acknowledged the five present liaisons. 
The chairman also recognized the 12 graduates who were 
unable to attend the Bahamian trip: David Anderson, Leanna 
Billie, Angelo Colon, Rollie Gilliam, Brett Huff, Richard 
Keyser, Kurya Kippenberger, Casey McCall, Clifford 
Sanchez, Joshua Smith, Kristecia Tommie and Maricruz 
Yzaguirre. 

Following the chairman, Liaisons Raymond Garza, 
Immokalee, Richard Henry, Tampa, O.B. Osceola Jr., Naples, 
William Osceola, Trail, and Sally Tommie, Fort Pierce, all 
briefly addressed the grads. Tommie, and all the other 
liaisons, offered messages of congratulations and she also 
advised everyone to be safe. She reiterated that although the 
Bahamas is only a 35 minute flight from the U.S. that it was a 
different country, with different laws that must be followed. 

Tommie and the chairman then presented the grads 
with beach bags containing useful items for any trip to the 
Bahamas. The bags contained a beach town with the Tribal 
logo, sunscreen, a mini fan and a digital camera. 

On day two of the trip, the group of grads, parents, 
staff and Tribal officials embarked on a city tour of Nassau. 

The first stop was Fort Fincastle, a 200-plus year old fort con- 
structed in 1793 by then Royal Governor Lord Dunmore. Fort 
Fincastle is located at the top of the Queen’s Staircafte, the ■ 
second stop on the tour. 

The picturesque Queen’s Staircase? is the island’s 
most visited tourist attraction. It features 65 limestone steps, 
all carved out by slaves in the,18th Century. Each of the steps 
is said to honor one year of Queen Victoria’s 65 year reign. 
Every member of the group made thqir way down the very 
steep steps to the bottom to the grotto. 

Other sites on the tour were: Bahaman Prime 
Minister Peny 
Gladstone 
Christie's 
house. Fort 

Charlotte. | j>* ML _ of* y 1 

Cable Beach, I ■HQ TjJL 

Parliament F 5rW ■ jf^_ 

House and L 

more. The T j“ 

tour ended at I • 1 rf J it 

another one of Hn 

Nassau's 

famous land- l__ 

marks, Ht IPl J 

Graycliff HI 

Restaurant. 

Graycliff M 

Restaurant is by 

five star i 

restaurant in I f 

the Caribbean. 

It was even I 

featured on I 

the 1980s TV I 

show 

Lifestyles of 
the Rich & 

Famous; host 
Robin Leach 
named it one of the world’s top 10, restaurants. 

Following lunch the group walked about one block to 
downtown Nassau for a little shopping and sightseeing.-.This 
area of town is home to many designer shops, souvenir shops 
and museums. The historic Straw Market, a flea market type 
shopping area, was also a popular-spot for the grads. ' ' s '■ 
On day three, the group met in the Atlantis lobbyat 
8:30 a.m. for one of the most exciting day trip offered in the 
Bahamas-the Exuma islands adventure. The Exumas are a 
remote Bahamian island chain located about one hour by boat 
from the hotel on Paradise Island. Before reaciunf Ship 
Chanel Cay, where the group spent the day, the boat made a 
stop at Allen’s Cay. 

On Allen’s Cay, several brave souly'got off the boat 
to feed grapes to the natives-the Allen’s Cay rock iguana. 
Chairman Mitchell Cypress joined Trail Liaison William 
Osceola and Tampa Liaison Richard Henry on the beach, 
while many of the not-so-brave grads like Juanita Osceola and 
Sonny Billie cooled off in the crystal blue waters surrounding 
the island. 


crew had everyone line up single file and lay a piece of fish in| 
their hand; the sting rays would swim directly over everyone’s 
hands and take the food. 

The Exuma crew also did a shark feeding. Species i 
including lemon sharks and nurse sharks made their way to " 
the shoreline as the crew members threw out pieces of 
grouper for them to eat. When they called for volunteers to I 
help bring the sharks near the shore, brave Kellie Tigertail I 
stepped up to the challenge. She showed no fear as she helped;] 
wrangle the sharks. 

On day four the grads, Tribal officials, parents and . i 
staff were treated to a sunset cruise followed by dinner at * 
Luciano’s of Chicago. The dinner banquet coincided with the^j 
five course 'gourmet Italian dinner. Sally Tommie opened the 
banquet program with encouraging and congratulatory 
remarks. 4 

1‘You’ve made a grand step in completing high ■ 
school,” she said. “You’re all definetly setting an example and^ 
paving the way.” 

■ Tommie introduced, first Chairman Mitchell Cypress,, 
and then the Tribal liaisons. Each person acknowledged all the 
hard work the grads invested in their schooling. The chairman 
opened by saying he had a good time with the graduates, 
especially the previous day on Exuma. He recalled his feel- 
ings when seeing a shark close up. 

“I don’t know-if you can sweat under water, but I 
think I did,” he said! 

He also encouraged each person to continue their 
education as far as they want to, saying the Tribe will support 
them in that endeavor. Cypress commended the hard work of 

the Education 

r J/- . J department for help- 
■■H ing facilitate the 

UK , j»| needs of all 

! J WE Seminole in school. 

Jr" .. Following 

FmF the chairman, 

Naples Liaison O.B. 

AkJ ~ jp j Osceola Jr. ^ 

W addressed the gradu- 

■ ates and attendees. J 

Mi I He told the grads I 

I they were "off to a \ 

irt good 

Trial Liaision 
tSi William Osceola 

| , i H welcomed the grads 

I ’ J|| | I to "the adult world" 

-- 1 ij || ■ and told them to 

f _ ■ start thinking about 

PH| higher 

^ soon as possible. 

■ JhUu - "Don’t lay 

* *j| back too long; time 

moves fast,” he 
said. “Keep doing J 

what you’re doing 
and we’ll come to l 

your college gradu- s 

ation.” 

After his speech, Osceola shook hands with each 
graduate. Tampa Liaison Richard Henry followed. He was not| 
only there as a Tribal representative, but the proud parent of , 
grad Kaylih Henry. Henry talked about the importance of a 
positive attitude in all aspects of life. , J 

“Yiu can have all the skills,” he said. “Bui TTyou 
don’t have the right attitude you won’t make it.” 

Immokalee Liaison Ralph Sanchez followed Henry. 
He congratulated the class of 2006 and said he knew they just 
completed “a long haul.” Sanchez said the grads should pur- 
sue higher education because they are the fiiture of the Tribe. 

“Set your goals high,” he said. “We’d like to see you 
come back and run the Tribal Council.” 

Following speeches from all the Tribal officials, par- 
ents and grandparents of the grads in attendance offered con- 
gratulatory remarks. As the banquet came to a close the chair- 
man handed out certificates of appreciation to each graduate. 


Shelly Ma 

L-R: Celeste Stockton, Niki Josh, Kaylin Henry, Audrey Snow, Kevin Frank, 
Ruben “Sonny” Billie, Juanita “Jo Jo” Osceola, and Kellie Tigertail. 
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By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD— On Sept. 

1 1 , the new “A Native View” photo- 
graphic exhibit opened to the public at 
the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum at Okalee 
Village. The photographic exhibit fea- 
tured approximately 60 pieces of 
assorted black and white and colored 
photo images. 

“We have a brand new exhibit 
opening here today, photographs put 
together by myself, Mr. Oliver 
Wareham and Ms. Corinne Zepeda, so 
you’ll see various photographs of peo- 
ple, places, things, events, we have a 
little bit of everything,” Brian Zepeda, 
curator, community outreach coordina- 
tor and citizen of the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida, for the Ah-Tha-Thi-Ki 
Museum, said. “We even have some of 
the Kissimmee Slough from Big 
Cypress, we have pictures from Taos, 
New Mexico, and we also have tribal 
members that are in the photographs, so 
we have a little bit for everybody. 

“These photos were taken over 
the process of present day and going 
back about five or six years. The mes- 
sage that we are sending out is that we 
do have tribal members that are photog- 
raphers and are quite good at it, I know 
we have a lot of people that come out 
to our events and to the casino and 
other places that the Tribe owns and 
manages and take photographs, but we 
actually have people within the tribe 
that do this as well. 

“There’s a little bit from 
everything. From nature, as far as 
plants, trees, flowers, Orchids, and we 
have beach scenes, swamp scenes, and 
scene of a slough, and we have scenes 
from the American Indian arts celebra- 
tion, scenes from historical reenact- 
ments, we have pictures of animals, as 
far as birds, deer, alligator, gopher tor- 
toise. We have a little bit of everything, 
and stuff from Seminole Stomp danc- 
ing. My favorite picture is the photo of 
the Ghost Orchid. . . that I took last 
year. The image came out spectacular.” 

❖ See NATIVE, page 9 
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Tribal Citizens’ Work 
on Display at Okalee 


Newly Crowned 
Seminole 
Royalty Debut 
at Schemitzun 

By Iretta Tiger 

NORTH STONINGTON, CT — 

For the Seminole Tribe, the Schemitzun 
Pow wow, the Pequot Tribe’s annual pow 
wow, has become an important first step 
for the newly crowned Miss Seminole and 
Junior Miss Seminole. Each year this is 
where the two ladies make their debut at 
this nationally known pow wow. 



Iretta Tiger 

Princesses at the Grand Entry. 


This is no small step considering 
that hundreds of people make the journey 
to the Pequot Reservation, and this is only 
the Indians. Hundreds of non-natives also 
come out to watch the festivities. 

This year the Seminole Tribe pre- 
sented Miss Seminole Brittany Yescas and 
Junior Miss Seminole Tianna Garcia. The 
two are intelligent, beautiful young women 

❖ See SCHEMITZUN, page 26 


Brighton Student Receives 
Letter from Senator 


By Emma Brown 

BRIGHTON — Skyler Burke, 
daughter of Connie Haught, of the 
Brighton reservation participated in her 
first year of the Seminole Tribe’s 4-H pro- 
gram from 2005-2006. At the time Skyler 
was only in the fourth grade and con- 
quered a task that was nearly 10 times her 

That task was her enormous and 
beautiful black steer that earned her grand 
champion status at the 20th annual 
Seminole 4-H show in March of 2006. For 
anyone who does not know, taming, feed- 
ing and showing an animal is a great deal 
of hard work and takes a lot of time and 
dedication; not to mention the task of 
keeping up with daily school work. 

Skyler recently received a letter 
from Senator Dave Aronberg that read: 

Dear Skyler: 

What a wonderful picture in the 
Glades County Democrat as you proudly 
showed off your Grand Champion Steer at 
the 20th annual Seminole 4-H show. I 
know you are also an accomplished young 
lady academically. You make your family 



Emma Brown 


Skyler Burke 


and teachers proud. Keep up the good 
work! 

Sincerely, 

Dave Aronberg 

What an honor it was for Skyler 
to receive a personal letter from Senator 
Aronberg and to know that he keeps up 
with local students and their achievements. 
Senator Aronberg serves the 27th district 
of Florida. 


2-Time NAYO Champs 



Toby Johns 

The 14 and younger girls softball team took first place at the NAYO games for 
the second year in a row. 


Big Cypress/Immokalee Youth Camp a Success 

Submitted by the Seminole Health 
Department 

HIGH SPRINGS, FL After 
four years of waiting for an open week, 
the Big Cypress/Immokalee Youth Camp 
made its debut at Camp Kulaqua, in High 
Springs, Fla., Aug. 7-11. It was worth the 
wait. 

This “Cadillac® of camps” 
afforded camp goers the opportunity to 
participate in canoeing, rafting, tubing, 
horseback riding, swimming, go-carting 
and adventures of all kinds. The Camp 
Kulaqua staff, alongside the Seminole 
staff, participated in each event and 
insured the safety of the campers. 

With many years of collaboration 
between Helene Buster, Family Services 
department director and Connie Whidden, 

Health department director behind them, 

Helene donned her camp director hat and 
made the dream of a diabetes prevention 
Youth Camp come to life. 

Camp goers wait on the dock for their turn to bounce on “The Blob.” 

❖ See KULAQUA, page 6 F 6 



By Lila Osceola 

HOLLYWOOD — 

Fellowship of good times, 
wood carving, basket weaving, 
doll making, beading, sewing 
and drawing was good family 
fun for Tribal citizens on the 
Hollywood reservation. 

Generations of families congre- 
gated in the Hollywood Gym 
for preparation of Indian Day 
festivities. 

The three day work- 
shop started on Sept. 7 and 
ended on Sept. 9. 

Language Instructor 
Donna Turtle, from the 
Culture/Education program, 
coordinated the event, found 
cooks, got culture teachers 
together, and had the energy to 
sew on top of everything. 

“It just gets bigger and 
bigger every year,” Turtle said, 
as she ran around getting things 
ready for dinner. Her hard 

Sew busy: Allison Osceola and Kaylin Osceola. 

❖ See CULTURE, page 5 



Families Share Culture Days Together 

Preparation for 
Indian Day 
Festivities 
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(L-R) Agnes Huff Jumper, James Jumper and Jimmie O’Toole Osceola. 
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r Tribal citizens, 

Indian Day.... What does this day mean besides a 
day off of work? It is a day to be proud. We are... Seminolei 
We, “The Unconquered, ” have lived through many hard- 
ships. Our ancestors fought for our freedom and our land. 
We 


The American Indians were the first citizens of 
America, but the last to get American citizenship. Other 
nationalities have their national holidays so it is only fitting 
that American Indians should also. The American Indian 
has been a great contributor to the military, development of 
language, government, business, culture and the performing 
arts including movies, music and dance. 

Too often 

the contributions of 
our American Indian 
people have not been 
recognized! I hope 
you will celebrate 
your great heritage 
on Indian Day! We 
have much to be 
proud of, so walk 

with your head held Bk - 

so, umy » m/ \ 

fellow American H _ , i£ 

Indian and Seminole H" 
brethren, I say to you 

that it is good to be H IN 

recognized on this % 
our day, national if 

Indian Day! So, 

enjoy your activities commemorating this great day. 

Let us always remember to give thanks to God for 
our great heritage. 

May God Bless You, 


Survey of the Seminoles of Florida 


By Roy Nash 

[Editor s Note: This is a re-print of a sur- 
vey of the Seminole Indians by Roy Nash 
conducted on behalf of the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs in 1930. This is Part 10 of a 
series The Seminole Tribune will re-print 
in its entirely. Please see the Oct. 13 issue 
of The Tribune for Part 11.] 

A TYPICAL CAMP OF 1930 

SECTION 6: INTELLECTUAL ABILITY 

AND EDUCATION 

The record of Seminole education 
is a short horse soon curried. Writing in 
1915, the Reverend Mr. Spencer says: 

Tony B. M. Tommie completed 
the work of two grades in the public school 
at Fort Lauderdale dining then past year. 
The fact that we have one boy in school by 
tribal permission is an advance. The time is 
not far distant when the tribal law forbid- 
ding education and providing all persons 
learning to read and write shall have then- 
ears cropped will be repealed. 

The law must have been repealed, 
for in 1920 we read that: 

The Fort Lauderdale camp for 
several years has had representation in the 
public schools; the county school at Indian 
Town has also enrolled several Indian chil- 
dren. 

And then on February 1 of 1927, 
the little school at the Seminole Agency 
near Dania was opened: 

On the Sunday preceding Tony 
Tommie, a self-styled chief of all the 
Seminoles, and certain white friends pro- 
fessing great friendship for and interest in 
these Indians, visit the camp in my absence 
and impressed upon the Indians that the 
children would have to submit to vaccina- 
tion at the first step when the school 
opened. Thereupon the Indians fled from 
the camp except one family and the school 
opened with but three pupils. 

The Dania school goes on in 1930 
with seven or eight pupils. The net result 
of all this education, formal and informal, 


is perhaps four Seminoles who can carry 
on a conversation in fairly fluent English; 
three who can write an understandable 
though ungrammatical letter and keep sim- 
ple accounts. 

If the Seminole as an educated 
man must be rated zero, it is altogether 
otherwise if we attempt to place him from 
the quite different and altogether stand- 
point of native intellectual ability. 
Seminoles impress me as alert and active 
mentally, as close observers with retentive 
memories. They are not inventive, not 
noticeably curious, downright stupid only 
when drugged with alcohol. They will 
stand comparison with the average illiter- 
ate white man in the same environment. 

Mr. Lorenzo D. Creel, one of the 
ablest men the Indian Service ever sent 
down here, said, “I think in comparison 
with other Indians the Seminoles easily 
stand in the first class.” 

SECTION 7: ECONOMIC FACTS 

Have you food? Are you supplied 
with clothing? Have you shelter against the 
storm? 

These are the fundamental ques- 
tions. Answered in the affirmative, life 
goes on. If the answer be “Enough to 
spare,” we have the economic prerequisite 
to cultural advance. 

Let it be said at once that the 
Seminole stands on his own feet. Six very 
old Indians receive rations to the value of 
$10 a month, and two widows with chil- 
dren receive $15 monthly; all receive med- 
ical service. But unlike many western 
Indians, the Seminole is the recipient of 
unearned income; he gets nothing from 
tribal funds; he receives nothing from the 
sale or rental of individually or collectively 
owned property. How, then, with no educa- 
tion, the merest smattering of English, 
business experience limited to buying over 
a counter and bargaining with fur dealers 
and bootleggers, does he make a living? 


SHELTER 

The third question can be 
answered with a word, yes. A Seminole 
family can erect a shelter in three day that 
will last him 30 years with an occasional 
renewal of thatch. There are sentimentalists 
infesting Florida who pity the poor Indian 
because he lives in an open house. Fresh 
air and an occasional wetting never hurt 
anybody. The Seminole lives in an open 
house because he likes an open house. If a 
man can thatch a roof exquisitely, can he 
not also thatch a wall? Compare the clean, 
airy quarters at Guava Camp with the dog 
kennels provided for Indians at the 
Seminole Agency, and say which way is 
best. 

HUNTING AND TRAPPING 

Hunting and trapping are still the 
principal occupations of the Cypress and 
Everglades Indians. While all run hogs, 
their pork is not yet a necessity; every 
Indian in the southwestern group is compe- 
tent with his gun to supply his table abun- 
dantly with meat at all times of the year. 
His only possible complaint would resem- 
ble the wail of the cracker on the coast, 
“Nothing to eat but pompano and quail.” 

Which reminds me of a letter 
written to the Seminoles, then on the 
Withlacoochee Reservation north of 
Tampa, by a president of the United Sates 
in 1835: 

My children: The white people are 
settling around you. The game has disap- 
peared from your country. Your people are 
poor and hungry. 

Your friend, 

A. JACKSON 

A hundred years later white peo- 
ple are still settling around him. He is still 
poor. But he is seldom hungry. And south 
Florida is still a sportsman’s paradise. A 
hundred years hence, with intelligence, 
conservation, there should be more game 
in South Florida than today. 


Letters a F-inait 


Please send all letters to 6300 Stirling Road, Hollywood, FL 33024 
❖ tribune@semtribe.com ❖ 



Dear Editor, 

The other day I was looking at 
some pictures of the cattle drive-roundup 
and saw a man by the name of Richard 
Bowers. He has got to be kin to my friend 
who was killed many years ago and was a 
member of your Tribe. His name was Leon 
Bowers and I met him while attending col- 
lege at Abraham Baldwin Agricultural 
College in Tifton, Ga. 

We became close friends and he 
came home with me to visit my family 
many weekends. On a certain weekend I 
was coming home from school and I 
went by to see Leon where he 
worked. He couldn’t leave that 
weekend because he had to 
work. When I returned to 
school that Sunday after- 
noon, a mutual friend told 
me that Leon had been in an 
accident on the campus and 
was at Phobe-Putney hospital. 

We had major tests 
that week and several of us 
chose to wait and visit Leon at 
the end of the week. I remember 
while eating in the cafeteria the 
school made an announcement that Leon 
was awake and recognized his family. 
Some of his friends and I were relieved 
and were going to see him the next day. 

Later it was announced that Leon 
had died. I still remember that day and 
regret so that I didn’t go on to see him, but 
we had no idea that he would die. 


found 

out that we were 
from Leon’s school and wanted 
us to speak. The guys wanted me to do the 
honors but I was too upset. I regret that 
too, I would have like to let those people 


know what a good person Leon was and 
what a good friend he had been to us all. 

Leon had told me about the cattle 
drive and wanted me to come home with 
him to participate but I never got the 

chance. I still think of him often 
and to his family of whom 
some of them we met at his 
funeral. Leon was a good 
friend and I miss him still 
today. 

Sincerely, 

Donnie Haskins 


Dear Editor, 

This is just a short 
thank you note to Tribal 
Historic Preservation Officer 
Bill Steele for taking the time 
at the Miconopy painting 
unveiling to talk to me about 
the old fort locations in Florida. 
It was late in the day as things 
were winding down at the muse- 
um. I couldn’t absorb enough, as 
we talked, and really appreciate 
your time. 

In those few short few min- 
utes we talked, a hundred new doors 
opened to me. It was absolutely fasci- 
nating and again, I appreciate your 
time and the sharing of your knowl- 
edge. 

Thank you again, 

John Higgins 


Those same friends and I made 
the trip to the reservation and attended 
Leon’s funeral and it was very hard for me. 
It was the first 
time I had lost 


took a long time 
to get over. When 
we were there 
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Hurricane Preparedness Meeting 


By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — Members of the 
Immokalee community gathered in the new 
meeting/dining room in the Hot Meals facilities at 
6:30 p.m. on Aug. 22. The topic of discussion was 
hurricane preparedness and 
guidelines to follow in the 
event of numerous other 
hazards. 

Representatives 
from the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida Office of Emergency 
Management and Fire and 
Rescue department prepared 
a very interesting program 
designed to educate and pre- 
pare the community. A table 
had been set up to distribute 
valuable pamphlets and 
instructional materials as 
well as smoke detectors. 

Emergency 

Management Coordinator 
Elden Hamer and Planner 
Amy Howard gave very 
insightful presentations, 
which began with a Disaster 
Supply List. They stressed 
how important it is for each 
resident to acquire the items 
and regularly update then- 
supply so as not to be 
caught off guard. Each dis- 
aster comes with its own set of problems. 

Fortunately, hurricanes are now predicted in 
advance and we have an opportunity to plan for evac- 
uation or emergency care within the home. 
Immokalee ’s new Administration Building has been 
designed for use as a shelter and is equipped with a 
generator and facilities to care for the residents of the 


Community should it become necessary. 

Careful attention was given to each item on 
the supply list. People were also cautioned to bring 
these items to the shelter with them so that they would 
not be inconvenienced, if it became necessary to 
remain there for several days. 

While the shelter is pre- 
pared to take care of your basic 
needs, everyone must cooperate to 
make things work and the better you 
are prepared, the less stressful your 
confinement will be. Some traumas 
last for days and supplies deplete 
quick. 

On the other hand, every- 
one hopes to return home as soon as 
possible. However, in order for this 
to happen everyone must be ready to 
deal with power outages, dysfunc- 
tional communication systems, loss 
of transportation and no source of 
supply for medication, food and 
fresh water. 

Assistant Fire Inspector 
Robert Brown placed emphasis on 
safety issues regarding the use of 
portable generators, candles and 
lanterns in the event of a power out- 
age. 

Brown cautioned that 
improper set up and use of a genera- 
tor can be far more deadly than most 
people imagine. Carbon monoxide poisoning all too 
frequently takes place without any warning, but with 
deadly consequences. Severe electrical shock can 
occur when home appliances are plugged directly into 
the generator. Refueling a running or hot generator can 
ignite the fuel and cause serious burns or a house fire. 


Pointing to a stack of smoke detectors, 

Brown discussed the need for battery operated units to 
be installed at regular intervals throughout each home. 
Lanterns and candles must be used with caution and 
kept out of reach of children. Severe injury, death or 


loss of your home and possessions can result from one 
careless little mistake. 

The Department of Emergency Services has 
prepared an All Hazards Guide, which they say each 
home should have. It contains a wealth of information 
about the many hazards to which you may someday be 
subjected, how to handle these and seek assistance. A 
large hurricane tracking chart is 
supplied with the centerfold and 
basic information to help you 
determine the degree of threat to 
your community. 

Amy Howard offered 
information about the 
Community Emergency 
Response Team (CERT). 

Anyone interested in joining this 
elite group can contact her at 
(863) 983-1996. Training can 
give volunteers the proper skills 
to become an adept to handle in 
many situations. These skills 
could help save or sustain lives 
until help arrives and may be 
applied to daily life. Anyone 
older than 18 years of age can 
join CERT. 

Each of the speakers 
gave a very good presentation 
and the captive audience fielded 
some interesting questions. 
Following the discussion, a deli- 
cious dinner was provided and 
plans were discussed for use of 
the Hot Meals as a shelter. 

This meeting couldn’t have come at a better 
time. Within a few short days, Tropical Storm Ernesto 
had formed in the Atlantic Ocean and subsequently 
turned into a hurricane. Disaster guidelines went into 
effect and the community was well prepared when 
Ernesto made his visit. 


Fortunately, he had been reduced to a tropical 
storm by the time he made landfall and only brought 
heavy downpours to the area with minimal wind. 
However, the shelter was open and the staff was well 
prepared to handle this unwanted visitor. 





If you are in TROUBLE, 

Call: 

OUT OF TROUBLE BAIL BOND 

Bail Agent: Greg James 

Office: (863) 763-8955 
Cell: (863) 801-1344 

Available 24 Hours 

Serving Broward, Glades, Hendry, Highlands, 
Indian River, Okeechobee & Martin Counties. 





The elusive Ghost Orchid in Big Cypress. 


Ghost Orchid Sighting in the Swamp 


By Rhonda Roff 

BIG CYPRESS — The Ghost Orchid is as 
unusual as it is rare. On the mainland U.S., it exists 
only in extreme Southern Florida, and then only in a 
few very special forest swamps. 

Dendrophylax lindenii, formerly known as 


Orchid hunters: Justin Roff (front), Valholly Frank, Ollie 
Wareham and Brian Zepeda (L-R, on Swamp Buggy). 


Polyrrhiza (many roots) lindenii, is, for most of the 
year, and all of some years, a well camouflaged net- 
work of roots clinging to tree bark. Being leafless, 


these roots not only absorb water and nutrients that 
run down the bark, but also photosynthesize, a job 
commonly done by leaves in other plants. 

The maybe once a year white flower is sup- 
ported several inches away from its tree host by a thin 
stalk, giving the bloom the appearance of being sus- 
pended in mid-air, like a ghost. During its 
week or so of glory, the ghost may be polli- 
nated if visited by the Giant Sphinx Moth 
(Cocytius antaeus). This animal has a long 
enough proboscis to drink from the almost 
six inch spur-nectary at the back of the 
flower. 

So, you want to see a Ghost Orchid 
in bloom? Be prepared to slog through 
deep, dark water containing innumerable 
cypress knees and other shin-bruising obsta- 
cles, not to mention the occasional sleepy 
alligator or not-so-sleepy cottonmouth. Oh, 
did we mention that the ghost blooms dur- 
ing the hottest, most humid, and buggy 
months of Florida’s summer season? 

Since this species does so poorly 
out of its natural habitat, the majestic 
cypress forests, and seems to require the 
most pristine conditions therein, viewing it 
leaves no other option. The temporary 
inconvenience of the journey becomes 

worthwhile, however, and the subsequent 

bruises and stings will be nothing more than 
lasting reminders of a day well spent. 

Just don’t tell anyone where you found it! 


"Tht Buying Place"! * * 

Experience Native American culture and 
explore luxurious Semlmie mall 
providing one of a kind 
authentic \ Native American art work. 

We are open 
7 days a week 
Sundays - Saturdays 
WWam-UWam 

located at the 

Seminole Hard Hod Motel & Casino 
on the Casino Hoar. 

T Seminole Way 
Hollywood, FI 33314 
(954)797-5550 
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John Abney (left), son of the late Parker Abney, and Tribal citizens display the framed certificate. 


Abney Family Donates Historic Documents 


‘Cracker Cowhunters’ Hit the Trail Again 


By Emma Brown 

BRIGHTON — On Aug. 30 John Abney of 
Okeechobee, Fla. presented the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida and the Okeechobee Historical Society with 
duplicate copies of a certificate stating the following: 

WHEREAS, the Seminole Tribe of Florida, a 
proud and unconquered people, by special authority 
of Congress has accepted a Constitution and by-laws 
of its own choosing, and 

WHEREAS, in our tradition we pay honor 
and respect to our chiefs and our leaders for their 
strength, courage, wisdom, and benevolence. So it is 
that we recognize these same qualities in the great 
leaders of other people, and 

WHEREAS, the laws of the United States pre- 
vents us from taking in to the membership of our Tribe 
such distinguished leaders as B. Parker Abney 

We can nevertheless honor him even though 
he is not “of the blood of the Tribe. ” 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: We, 
the Seminole tribe of Florida, with the deepest respect 
for those outstanding qualities of leadership and 
benevolence, do hereby declare that B. Parker Abney 
shall henceforth be known to all Seminoles as CHIEF- 
DAH)LAH_MOGLO_A UGEE (Cabbage Palm Spikes) 
as a symbol of his position do hereby present with 
these robes. 

Done this 20th day of December, 1969. 
Signed, Chief Betty Mae Jumper and 
Secretary Fred Smith, and sealed with the official seal 
of the SEMINOLE TRIBE OF FLORIDA Tribal 
Council. 

On Dec. 20, 1969, Parker Abney was 
bestowed this honor of becoming an honorary chief 
from the Seminole Tribe of Florida. He was chosen 
for the many years he had spent doing business with 
the Seminoles and because of the everlasting friend- 
ships that had been formed. 

Back when most Tribal citizens still lived in 
chickees and very few had means of transportation, a 
man named Parker Abney would drive out to the 
Brighton reservation to pick up palm buds that had 
been cut by members of the Brighton community. The 


palm buds were used for Palm Sunday church services 
throughout the U.S. and Canada. 

Jennie Snow, Shule Jones and Mary Jo 
Micco of the Brighton reservation attested that if done 
at the perfect time, one can get two or three buds from 
one tree-if they were lucky. Once cut they would tie 
the buds in bundles of 25 and stack them up so that 
the “palm bud man” could pick them up. 

“Palm bud man” is what most Tribal citizens 
called Abney during the “bud cutting” days. The 
Brighton community used the bud cutting season as 
an opportunity to supplement what little income they 
had back then. 

Abney would ship more than 600,000 palm 
sprays each year from Januaiy to April. His relation- 
ship and visits with the Seminoles grew more each 
year and there was a mutual respect and admiration 
between the two. In fact, Abney was so well liked and 
respected that three Brighton residents were named 
after the Abney family. 

Brighton Council Representative Andrew 
Bowers attended the presentation and remembered the 
first time he saw the “palm bud man” when he was 
around three years old playing in the back of the truck 
while the others were loading up the buds. He spoke 
of the bond of friendship that the family created with 
the tribal citizens. 

Parker Abney was a friend and a native in 
spirit that valued the Seminoles in every respect. 

Representatives at the presentation from the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida were: Jennie Snow, Shule 
Jones, Mary Jo Micco, Lorene Gopher, Michele 
Thomas, Andrew Bowers, Brighton Council represen- 
tative and Moses Osceola, president of the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida, Inc. 

The son of Parker Abney, John Abney, 
thanked all for being in attendance to pay tribute to 
his father. This piece of history will forever be 
remembered in the hearts and souls of the Seminole 
people that had the pleasure of knowing Abney and a 
display of the certificate along with pictures and other 
artifacts can be seen at the Okeechobee Historical 
Society, located at 1850 North Highway 98. 


Submitted by FDACS 

PALM COAST, FL — The Florida 
Agricultural Museum will present the “Great Florida 
Cattle Drive of Ought 6” Dec. 5-9. Registration is now 
under way for the event, which will begin just south of 
Kissimmee and end at the new Silver Spins Arena in 
Kenansville, Fla. 

In 1995-to celebrate 150 years of Florida 
statehood— a group of 600 cattlemen, historians, horse 
lovers and hearty adventurers drove 1,000 head of 
native Cracker Cattle across the state. The group also 
included wagon drivers, walkers, artists and local, 
state and national media. 

Over the last four centuries, cattle production 
has been one of Florida’s most influential industries. 

In the 1995 Cattle Drive, participants used the sesqui- 
centennial celebration to educate this state’s citizens 
and people around the globe to the fact that the first 
American cowboys were Floridians— the cattle business 
in the U.S. began right here in Florida. 

“Even though Florida has been a major force 
in the cattle business for hundreds of years, very few 
of our own citizens are aware of this rich heritage,” 
said Florida Agriculture Commissioner Charles H. 
Bronson, who is also a rancher. 

To salute the importance of Florida’s “cow 
culture,” organizers will once again be driving cattle, 
riding the trail, sleeping on the ground and living the 
life of our ancestors for a few days. The Seminole 
Tribe of Florida has provided about 400 head of cattle, 
and every participant who wishes to will be able to 
spend some time as a “cowhunter” helping to drive the 
cattle. 

Camps will be primitive and dress should be 
late-1800s; there will be no T-shirts, tennis shoes or 


ball caps allowed. There will be historic encampments 
each night along the trail depicting some important era 
in Florida’s history—' Timucuan, Spanish Colonial, Civil 
War, Seminole, etc— making the event even a ride 
through Florida’s past. 

On Dec. 9, participants and the public will 
continue the celebration at trails end with an old fash- 
ioned “frolic,” which will include authors, singers, 
poets, storytellers, historians, reenactors and an art 
auction featuring the Cowboy Artists Association of 
Florida, or CAAF. There will also be several promi- 
nent authors of Floridiana and Florida history on hand 
for those who wish to learn more about the rich her- 
itage of the Sunshine State. 

Dancers, singers and historians from the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida will be there to make the 
event more colorful and to remind folks that the 
Seminoles were an important factor in this state’s 
development as a cattle power, and remain so to this 
day. 

This part of the celebration will become an 
annual gathering to have fun and preserve the tradi- 
tions of Florida’s cow culture. The group is also con- 
sidering presenting the first Florida Working Cow Dog 
Championship. Proceeds will be used to benefit the 
Florida Agricultural Museum in Flagler County. 

Organizers of the drive are anxious to give 
thanks to The Seminole Tribe of Florida, the Florida 
Cracker Cattle Association, the Florida Agricultural 
Museum, Seminole Feeds of Ocala, and the Florida 
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services for 
sponsorships and support. 

Anyone wishing to participate or learn more 
about the event can call (352) 429-0100 or visit 
http ://www. floridacattledrive .com. 




Jimmy Wayne Holdiness 

Seminole Indian Chickee Builder 
(239) 340-6453 or (239) 248-7196 
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AUTO ACCIDENT PAIN!!! 
Dr, Rush Can Help You 
Successfully Treat,., 

• Neck Pain 

* Lower Back Pain 

• Headaches f 

• Leg & Arm Fain ^ 

• Joint Pain 


Muscle Pain 


We accept your insurance plan. PFO's. 
fos. Medicare, Auto insurance. 


Let Dr. Rush Help You! 

Dr. Brian C. Rush 
Chiropractic Physician 
10830 Pines Blvd. • Pembroke Pines 
(954) 432-5006 

l Located next lo Ball) 's Qyui in Hie Bahama Breeze plaza. ) 
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Mabel Doctor shows off her four-foot doll. 


Lila Osce 

Jackie Osceola concentrates on her 
sketch. 


Valerie Frank sews a dress for her daughter. 
Jewel Alice Frank. 


Ijesselyn Osceola, 4, watches closely while Jimmy Hank Osceola demonstrates 
I soap carving. 


Milo Osceola and Marl Osceola spent the day building chickees. 


Houston Osceola measures and cuts his fabric. 


Adrianne Bell, 5, works hard 
putting eyes on her doll. 




Alysha Wilcox and Brantley Osceola bead on the loom 


Cell: 954.709.5624 - 


Pax: 954.434.8607 


*Court House *Etc. 


Gena Osceola 


We Make Your Job Easier! 


Florida 


RUNAROUND PERMITS 

Notary/Permits/Errand Runner 


*Bank *Post Office 
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Keith Condon and Joey Micco proudly show off their 
tools. 


❖ Culture 

Continued from page 1 


work is much appreciated by everyone. 

It’s good to see the younger kids; now 
older, getting more involved in culture. For 
instance, the boys are taking interest in sewing, 
and girls are showing their skills off by carving 
knives, tools, etc. Everyone in some way got 
involved and the excitement showed through the 
elders by teaching and showing the young ones 
the tricks of the trade. 

Even three, four, and five-year-olds were 
making beaded necklaces on looms and drawing 
patchwork, and to think a year ago they were run- 
ning around looking for things to get into. 
Attention spans still played a very important part 
in their lives, but they had the freedom to move 
onto something else whenever they chose to. 

The men were mostly in the wood and 
soap carving area, with their warrior like intensi- 
ty no one was talking. . . just working! Proud to 
be Seminoles they worked hard on their knives, 
hatchets, and even spoons. Soap carving was also 
a big hit, as Jimmy Hank Osceola demonstrated, 
how to make a turtle out of a bar of soap. 

This event brought out some new faces 
out for the first time. With a mind set, I guess 


rrirfi 


Kiana Bell, 8, asks Pat Gopher for help with her beaded 
bracelet. 


Lila Osceola 

Reina Micco explains sewing techniques to Salina Dorgan. 


Grant Osceola, 5 is proud of his 
beaded necklace. 


you are never too old to learn something new, 
especially when it involves culture. 

Everything came to a pause when it 
came time to eat Tate Osceola’s delicious ribs, 
while Chairman Mitchell Cypress had a chance to 
address the dedicated culture buffs, his message 
was short and to the point. 

“I’m so proud of you,” Cypress said. 
“There needs to be more of these.” 

Betty Osceola prayed over the food and 
then commenced with the festivities. 

With Indian Day right around the comer, 
it is something special to be Indian. But for the 
Florida Seminoles it is extra special to be able to 
share your culture by doing and making things 
with your own two hands; what an accomplish- 
ment! 


Lila Osceola 

Wilson Bowers takes pride in his sewing. 


Hands of Juanita “Jo Jo” Osceola, sewing like a professional. 
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High Springs, Florida 


Photographs by Suzanne Davis 


hours of motivating classroom sessions 
taking place in the afternoon. Each 
morning began with early call alongside 
Neil Prager of the Fitness department, 
for morning stretch and one mile walk. 
Jeanette Cypress of Ahfachkee School 
delighted die students with her engross- 
ing culture and language sessions. 


Amy Waldron, of the 
Treasurer’s Office, drove twice from 
Hollywood to High Springs during the 
week to teach the youth the fine art of 
finance and money management. Stan 
Frischman, Big Cypress Recreation 
department, and his “Camp Canteen” 
was a big hit. He had kids balancing 
their camp checkbooks and counting 
their camp dollars to make sure they 
could still afford to buy the much 
sought after canteen items each night 
, and at the end of the trip. 

The trip would not have been 
possible without the help from Fire 
Rescue and Seminole Police 
Department. Brian Brown brought in 
personnel from both Big Cypress and 
Brighton to fill the obligations of keep- 
ing both youth and staff safe during the 
rigorous and physically demanding 
camp activities. The spark of the camp 
itself came from the bonds formed 
between the counselors and the kids. 

The counselors and chaper- 
ones, often leaving their own families 
behind, were the true Camp Kulaqua 
champions in the eyes of the campers. 


Kulaqua 


filled, athletic, and energetic activities 
from dawn until dusk, with several 
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Big Cypress/lmmokalee 2006 
Youth Conference Agenda 

Monday Aug. 7 

Opening & Welcome - King Chapel 
Swimming @ Hornsby Springs 
Dinner 

Money Management Orientation 
Canteen 

Tuesday Aug. 8 

Morning Walk 

Breakfast/Get Ready For the Day 
Low Element Ropes Course 
7-11 year olds: Canoeing 
Horseback Riding 
Lunch 

7-11 year olds: Money Management 
12-17 year olds:DM & Nutrition 
Snacks @ River Ranch Water & Wave Park 
River Ranch Water & Wave Park 
Dinner 

Poster Contest @ Spring Chapel 
Canteen 

Wednesday Aug. 9 

Morning Walk 


3:30-4:00 p.m. 
4:30-5:30 p.m. 
6:00 p.m. 
7:15-8:00 p.m. 
8:00-8:45 p.m. 


7:00 a.m. 

7:30 a.m. 
8:30-9:45 a.m. 
10:00-12 p.m. 
12-17 year olds: 
12:00 p.m. 
1:00-1 :45 p.m. 


2:45 p.m. 
3:00-5:00 p.m. 
5:45-6:30 p.m. 
6:30-7:45 p.m. 


7:30 a.m;' 
9:00-11:45 a.m. 


7-11 year olds: Horseback Riding 
12-17 year olds: Canoeing 
Lunch 

7-11 year olds: Hygiene 
12-17 year olds: Culture 
7-11 year olds: Culture 
12-17 year olds: Sex Education 
Snacks 

Make Soapbox Derby Car 

\ Dinner j / \ J | \ 

Soapbox Derby Car Race 
Canteen 

Thursday Aug. 10 

Morning Walk 

Breakfast/Get Ready For the Day 

Off-Site Tubing & Lunch at Ichetucknee Springs 


2:00-2:45 p.m. 


2:45 p.m. 
3:00-5:00 p.m. 
V 5:30-^5:30 pm. 
6:30-8:30 p.m. 
8:00-9:00 p.m. 


4:00-5:00 p.m. 
5:30-6:30 p.m. 
6:30-8:00 p.m. 
8:00-9:00 p.m. 


Go-Karts 

Dinner by Rodeo Arena 
Junior Rodeo 
Gym 
Canteen 

Friday Aug. 11 
Morning walk 
Breakfast/Clean Up Cabin 
Closing 

Clean Up/Pack Up 
Lunch/Store 

Depart for Home/Stop and eat on the way 


7:00 a.m. 

7:30 a.m. 
9:00-11:00 a.m. 
11:00-12:00 p.m. 
12:00 p.m. 

1:00 p.m. 


2:00-3:45 p.m. 

7-11 year olds: Process Money Management 4^ 


12-17 year olds: Dancing for Youth ~ Tl ^ 


7-11 year olds: Dancing for Youth 


12-17 year olds: Process Money Management 

■ m r / jfcjT 3:45 p.m. 

Snacks 
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This sign welcomes all visitors to Billie Swamp Safari. 


Eco-Adventure on Billie Swamp Safari 


By Ramona Kiyoshk 

[Editor s Note: Ramona Kiyoshk is a free- 
lance writer living in Jupiter, Florida. She is a mem- 
ber of the Ojibway First Nation of Walpole Island, 
Ontario. The opinions she expresses are her own. She 
can be reached at ramona2kiyoshk@yahoo.ca] 

BIG CYPRESS — When I first arrived in 
Jupiter, Fla., I knew very little about Florida’s history. 

I assumed the state had been created with beachfront 
condos, stucco shopping malls, plastic theme parks, 
fast food diners, and sunburned tourists. Discovering 
the real Florida became an exciting adventure. 

Billie Swamp Safari, an eco-tour of the 
Everglades on the Big Cypress Seminole Reservation, 
was a must on my list. This outdoor adventure is a 
glimpse of the vanishing Florida wilderness and an 
example of how the enterprising Seminole nation 
turned swampland into an unforgettable tourist experi- 

The day I went it was sunny and hot, and my 
guide on the swamp buggy tour was a local girl named 
Carrie Jo. Carrie Jo was professional looking in a 
beige park ranger uniform with shorts and black safari 
boots. 

The swamp buggy, a flatbed wagon, that we 
would be traveling in stood five feet above the ground 
on monster tractor tires. The two rows of seats, 
school-bus style, filled quickly. A sturdy canopy 
offered shelter from the sun and frequent summer 
squalls as well as any falling wildlife or bugs. 

The first thing Carrie Jo told us as she expert- 
ly maneuvered the huge contraption was: “This thing 
has no brakes.” She added that there were no seatbelts 
either. The dozen or so tourists turned ashen. I imme- 
diately identified with our driver’s sense of humor 

During the bone-jarring ride over boulders, 
across a river, into hammocks of hardwood jungle 
slapping your face, and through sawgrass and mud, 
Carrie Jo was serene, spinning a colorful script on the 
local flora, fauna and anecdotes of history. 

She pointed out plants, bushes, vines and 
roots that were used by the original inhabitants to treat 
common ailments such as headaches, bruises, PMS, 
and stomach disorders. Others were used for insect 
repellant and sunburn. The Melaleuca or tea trees were 
brought from Australia to help drain the swamps since 
they suck water out of the Earth. They have since 
turned into an ecological nightmare. 


We passed a reconstructed Seminole camp, 
looking as it might have when the Indians hunted in 
the Cypress swamps. Carrie Jo explained that the 
thatched roofs and hardwood supports of the chickees 
or shelters were made from local trees. 

She told us about some of the signals used by 
Seminoles families to warn each other when U.S. sol- 
diers were nearby. Runaway slaves, renegade Creek 
Indians and desperadoes melded in with Seminoles to 
fight the longest and most costly guerrilla war with the 
U.S. government before Vietnam. The conflict consist- 
ed of three brutal campaigns over a forty-year period, 
from 1817 to 1858. In the end, the Seminoles were 
allowed to live free in their everglade territories. 

We stopped to feed a trio of ostriches who 


stormed the wagon like groupies at a Green Day con- 
cert. Soon a litter of wild pigs and a couple of their 
grown relatives crowded in for a share of the hand- 
outs. The descendants of the pigs, we learned, were 
transported to the New World by the Spaniards who 
brought them for food. 

We also spotted native deer, bear, raccoons, 
bison and countless seabirds. There were exotic 
imports of water buffalo and those ostriches. The pan- 
thers and other indigenous birds and animals that used 
to thrive here are still sighted occasionally, but have 
learned to hide from hunters and tourists. Soft-shelled 



Tribune Archive Photo 


The airboat makes its way through the swamp. 


turtles, frogs and alligators abound in the swamps and 
wetlands; however my gator encounter would not hap- 
pen until I took the airboat ride. 

At this point, I was scratching mosquito bites 
behind my ears and trying to wipe a squished arachnid 
from my polo shirt. I was sure a bird of some kind had 
nested in my hair. In the distance, across the river, the 
home base welcomed. 

This romp in the swamp is a recommended 
outing, but not if you are pregnant or tend to get car- 
sick. Visiting one of the world’s vanishing wilderness 
areas is both an honor and a sorry reminder of how we 
have disregarded our responsibilities as stewards of 
the garden. 

Southern Florida was once almost 
100 percent swamp, and now less than a 
quarter of this unique ecosystem exits due 
to development and every native bug and 
beast has been on the endangered list at 
one time or other. 

When you disembark from the 
safari buggy, the nature walk is strongly 
recommended. Mangrove and cypress trees 
grow out of the still swamp waters. It is 
eerily quiet except for the splash of a turtle 
or frog, the cries of birds and the occasion- 
al shout from the parking lot. Although the 
day was hot, it was cool on the boardwalk. 

When you are feeling ready for a 
snack, you can head for the Swamp Water 
Cafe, a full-service restaurant that features 
Indian fry bread, gator nuggets, frog legs 
and other local dishes. I chose a cold soda 
and French fries. A person can handle only 
so much adventure in one day. 

Billie Swamp Safari also offers storytelling 
by Seminoles, wildlife and reptile shows, arts and 
crafts demonstrations, exciting airboat rides with alli- 
gator encounters, and a theme-related gift shop. You 
can book the overnight package that includes accom- 
modation and campfire storytelling. The truly adven- 
turous souls may choose to sleep in a Seminole 
thatched shelter called a chickee. I hear the night sky 
out there is spectacular. 

If you want to experience this unique eco- 
adventure, and learn about other Seminole tourist 
attractions, visit their web site at http://www.semino- 
letribe.com/enterprises/bigcypress/index.shtml for 
details. 



Museum Presents ‘ Faces from the Land: 

A Photographic Journey through Native America 9 

By Ben and Linda Marra 

CLEWISTON, FL — In commemoration of 
the bicentennial of the Lewis and Clark Expedition, 
the Seminole Tribe of Florida’s Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 

Museum is hon- 
ored to present 
“Faces from the 
Land: A 
Photographic 
Journey through 
Native 

America,” by 
Ben and Linda 
Marra, on view 
Oct. 1 through 
Dec. 31. 

In 

1988, Seattle 
photographer, 

Ben Marra and 
his wife and 
business part- 
ner, Linda, set 
out to document 
powwows and 
the shared cul- 
tural qualities 
that bind 

together the many nations of Native America. 

Powwows are an integral part of that culture, offering 
Native Americans the opportunity to gather and cele- 
brate their spiritual connections to their ancestors, the 
earth, community and traditions through drum, song 
and dance. 

The exhibit focuses on many of the Native 
American cultures that Lewis and Clark encountered 
dining their 1803-1806 expedition, including Sioux, 

Lemhi Shoshone and Nez Perce. A photograph of 
Sacajawea’s great-great-great niece, Rose Ann 
Abrahamson, is included in the exhibit. 

The 37 large color print portraits are accom- 
panied by personal narratives written by the subjects 
describing the tribal significance of their regalia and 
dance. The striking images and text vividly detail the 
magic of the powwow, while also allowing the viewer 
the opportunity to see the juxtaposition of ancient tra- 
dition and modem culture. 




Ben Marra 

A photo from the exhibit. 



Ben Marra 

Marra took photos from all across Indian Country. 


* Native 

Continued from page 1 


Carol Cypress came out 
to view the exhibit. She praised 
the photos and called the exhibit 
“good” overall. Artist and painter 
Guy LaBree also showed up to 
view the photo exhibit and 
seemed impressed with some of 
the magnificent works on dis- 
play. 

According to Zepeda, 
the show runs for at least the 
next three months at the Ah-Tah- 
Thi-Ki Museum at Okalee 
Village. 

For more information 
contact the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
Museum at (954) 797-5570. 



(L-R) Brian Zepeda, Guy LaBree, Oliver Wareham and Pat LaBree. 
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Submitted by Lt. David Logan, Lead Fire 
Inspector 

More people die in home fires than any- 
where else. Most fires start in the kitchen. You 
can survive even a major fire if they are alerted 
quickly and get out quickly. 

How To Survive 

Install Smoke Alarms 

Make an escape route and practice it. 

Plan Your Escape 

Once a fire has started there is no time to 
plan an escape route. Sit down today and make a 
step by step plan for escaping your house. One 
way of doing this is to draw a floor plan of your 
house, marking two ways out of each room. 

After this is done, discuss this with your 
family and practice it at least twice a year. 

Agree on a meeting place, where every 
member of the family will gather. This allows for 
a head count and assuring that everyone is out of 
the house 

Be Prepared 

Make sure that everyone in your house- 


hold knows how to unlock doors and windows 
quickly. If you have security bars on your wi: 
dows they should be the quick release type. 

Test doors before opening them with the 
back of your hand. If you feel any warmth, use 
another escape route. 

Leave all your possessions and leave 
quickly and go to the meeting place. Call the Fire 
Department from outside your house or your 
neighbor’s house. 

If the house or area is filled with smoke, 
stay low. The cleaner air is near the floor. Once 
you are out the house, stay out. 

Do not go back for any reason. 

Play It Safe 

More than half of fatal home fires occur 
at night. With smoke detectors your chance of 
survival increases by 50 percent. 

Install smoke detectors outside each 
sleeping area and on every level of your home. 
Replace the batteries every six months or when 
you hear a chirping noise. 



1 - 888 - 565-2555 

Local Calls: 30$ a S5¥ a 13i1 www.palmetioniaiafspofis.corn 
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Upcoming Events: 

The Cheetah Girls 


Wayne Newton 

Ultimate Fighting Championship 
Greg Allman & Friends 
Sheryl Crow / John Mayer 
Larry the Cable Guy 
Barbara Streisand 


& Entertainment 


Jay Leno 
Gladys Knight 
Eric Clapton 
Brooks & Dunn 
Aerosmith I Motley Crue 
Alan Jackson 
Miami Dolphins 
Miami Hurricanes 


Premium Seating For 
All Local & National Events 

Concerts * Sports 'Theatre 

For All Events Cell: 

(305) 444-TIXX (5499) (800) 881-8499 
at: VAVw.preferreduStsmate.com 

Happy with our Entertainment Service? 
Try our Full Travel Service 

Cruises * Hotels * Airlines 

305-445-6566 or (866)445-6566 
Visit us at: www.preferredultimatetravel.com 
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Students Accept the Reading Challenge 






By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — The 
Immokalee Education and Library staff 
offered a summer reading challenge pro- 
gram to encourage reading among the 
youth during the months when school is 
not in session. In order to participate the 
children selected a book from the Seminole 
library staff approved it’s content. A report 
form was issued to be prepared upon com- 
pletion of the book. 

Kindergarten 4 (K-4) through first 
grade had to draw a picture showing what 
the book was about and discussed the 
material with the library staff. Second 
through 12th grade prepared a written book 
report with a drawing depicting the book’s 
content. 

The staff at the Diane Pequeno 
Memorial Library carefully examined and 
graded each submission before determining 
the winners. The selected essays were 
given colorful, attractive frames by Rose 
Torres and Alicia McIntyre before being 


placed on the wall for recognition. 

Awards were issued as fol- 
lows: 1. Alexis Aguilar, 6th Grade, 

“Girl with the Silver Eyes,” 2. Jade 
Tapia, 3rd Grade, “Dogzilla,” 3. 

Damion Escobar, 2nd Grade, 

“Snakes,” 4. Larissa Delarosa, 4th 
Grade, “Summer of the Sea Serpent,” 

5. Destinee Jimmie, 1st Grade, “Pacer 
the Pony.” K-4 through first grade 
winner: Jack Aguilar, “Amazing 
Dinosaurs.” 

Each of the students read 
their book and found that it wasn’t 
nearly as hard as writing the essay. 
However, once they got underway, it 
wasn’t nearly as difficult as they imag- 
ined. Reading their reports, you imme- 
diately recognized that they had 
enjoyed the books and derived insight 
into the subject matter. 

Smiling, Damion Escobar 
said, “I loved ‘Snakes’ because I love 
snakes. I pick them up, but first I look 
to see if they are 
bad. I read my 
book lots of times.” 
Jack 

Aguilar stretched 
his arms way out 
and indicated a big 
creature as he made 
ugly face. 

“Dinosaurs are 
monsters,” he said. 
“Their feet are bigger 
than me. I wish I could 
see one, really. I mean 
really!” 

Five year old 
James Mora ran to get 
“Dinosaurs” and told 
Jack, “Show Me. I 
wanna see!” 


Judy Weeks 

Damion Escobar and Jack Aguilar stand 
proudly beside their winning essays. 


Judy Weeks 

James Mora and Damion Escobar tell 
Alicia McIntyre about the books. 


Judy Weeks 

Alicia McIntyre and Rose Torres con- 
gratulate Damion Escobar. 


Judy Weel 

Five-year-old James Mora is deeply engrossed in his book. 


enthusiasm seems to 
have spread throughout 
the library and children 
were busy at each of the 
tables looking at books, 
coloring and talking 
about what they had 
seen and asking ques- 
tions. The library staff 
was busy helping with 
homework and circulat- 
ing the room supervis- 
ing the activities. The 
library has become a 
focal point for 
Immokalee ’s youth. 


Pine Crest Honors Educators at Awards Ceremony 

Hollywood Council Rep Max Osceola Attends 


Submitted by Stu Opperman, Ambit 
Public Relations 

BOCA RATON, FL — More 
than 250 faculty members, administrators 
and trustees from Pine Crest School’s Boca 
Raton and Fort Lauderdale campuses came 
together recently to celebrate 34 teachers 
who have taught at the school for 20 or 
more years. This list of teachers includes 
seven educators who have more than 30 
years of service. 

The event, held in the Parents’ 
Association Performing Arts Center on the 
Boca Raton campus, ushered in the 2006- 
2007 academic year, dubbed the “Year of 
the Teacher” by Pine Crest’s Board of 
Trustees. 

“This day begins our year-long 
celebration of all the teachers we have at 
our school,” said Board of Trustees Chair 
Dennis Smith, who presided over the ‘Year 
of the Teacher’ kickoff ceremony and was 
joined by the members of the Board. “The 
student council will be coordinating a 
number of events, annual giving has been 
organized around this theme, PCTV will be 
broadcasting features throughout the year 
that spotlight the faculty, and there will be 
articles in Pine Crest publications and on 
the website that feature many of our teach- 

in addition to receiving an 
engraved personalized plaque, each hon- 
oree will have their name placed on a per- 
manent plaque that will adorn the halls of 
each campus’s entrance. Faculty members 
will be recognized each year as they reach 
the significant plateaus of tenured service 


at Pine Crest School. 

Fifth grade teacher Carole Rausch 
eloquently expressed her reaction to having 
been honored by the Board. 

“Pine Crest is so much more than 
just a school and work place to me,” she 
said. “It is a second home and family, a 
community in which I am profoundly 
proud to be included. I am dedicated to 
continue my service to Pine Crest with the 
same energy and enthusiasm as I have for 
the past 20 years.” 


Pine Crest is an all-faith, college 
preparatory school that serves students on 
campuses in Fort Lauderdale-pre- 
Kindergarten through grade 12— and Boca 
Raton-pre-Kindergarten through grade 8. 
For more than 70 years, the school has 
developed an outstanding academic cur- 
riculum and graduated students who 
become professional and community lead- 

To learn more, please call (954) 
492-4105 or visit www.pinecrest.edu. 



(L-R) Aaron Bass, Max B. Osceola and Jennie and Geoff Falbey. 




Samantha Osceola Hisler smiles as a young lady dons a child’s cape. 



Wilson Bowers shows the students stickball racquets. 


Seminole Citizens Attend 
International Fair 


By Cynthia Kasee 

ORLANDO, FL — Nap Ford 
Community School, an urban charter 
school in Orlando, hosted Tribal 
Members and employees of the Ah-Tah- 
Thi-Ki Museum on Aug. 10 for their 
International Fair. The theme for the 
school this year is “The Places We’ll 
Go,” after the Dr. Seuss’s book of the 
same name. 

With a focus on North and 
South America to kick off the school 
year, the faculty and administration 
invited representatives of the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida to participate. The fair 
was held in an Orlando Recreation and 
Parks facility, which is used as a practice 
court by the Orlando Magic. The team’s 
arena sits right next door. 

Tribal citizens Samantha 
Osceola Hisler, Panther clan/Hollywood 
resident and Wilson Bowers, Bird clan / 
Big Cypress resident, participated. The 
two provided an educational program for 
the students, including storytelling, a 
children’s dance, a presentation on art 
and craftwork highlighting patchwork 
and a question and answer session. 

Students from pre-kindergarten 
through fifth grade attended and were 


enthusiastic about the audience partici- 
pation elements of the program. There 
were try-ons of Seminole clothing and 
color sheets were handed out, showing 
the symbols of all eight clans, stickball 
being played and the location of all the 
Florida reservations. Each group select- 
ed one of their teachers to don a tradi- 
tional dress and have their photos taken. 

At the opening assembly, 
Wilson Bowers thanked teacher Alicia 
Blackwood for inviting the contingent 
from the museum. He went on to thank 
Rebekka McCloud, director/principal 
and Jeniffer Porter-Smith, executive 
director, also. 

He told the “Creation Story” 
and explained briefly about the clan sys- 
tem. He ended by telling students to ask 
their teachers to take them on an educa- 
tional journey that includes places of 
importance to the Seminoles and Creeks, 
both in Florida and throughout the 
Southeastern U.S. 

McCloud later related to Ah- 
Tah-Thi-Ki Education Coordinator 
Cynthia Kasee that the school is hoping 
to reward high achieving fourth-graders 
with a visit to the Big Cypress Facility 
in Spring 2007. 



Cynthia Kasee 

A Nap Ford Community School teacher gets a makeover in a women’s tradition- 
al outfit. 



Cynthia Kasee 

These two young schoolmates will never forget their special day learning about 
Seminole culture. 
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Great News For All Triral 
Memrers and Employees: 


save: 
up to 


’ 12.000 


% APR ON 
FINANCING ALL 




GM 

BRANDS! 


Hd Morse Sawgrass Auto Mall is now offering all Seminole 
tribal members and employees really great deals! That’s right, 
all tribe members and employees, including everyone who 


works at the Seminole Hard Rock Casino, can now r get huge 
savings and all financing incentives for which they qualify on 
five GM brands of new vehicles and over 1 SO used vehicles. 


YOUR Q HEADQUARTERS 



CHEVROLET (*?, V PONTIAC (f§ 3 ) BUICK GMI 


THE NEW 2006 MODELS ARE HERE - HURRY FOR BIG SAVINGS! 




m. 


CHEVROLET • CADILLAC 
PONTIAC • BUICK • GMC 


'On select maifik **0n selert mnrlefc with nppmved rreriit- Prices & terms subject to rhnnpe wrthnirt notice. 


14401 W. Sunrise Blvd., Sunrise 

On Sunrise Blvd. just east of Sawgrass Expwy. 

PLEASE CALL TOLL-FREE 

1 - 888 - 800-8048 

SALES HOURS: Mon-Fri 9 om- 9 pm, 

Sat 9 am- 6 pm, Sun 12 - 6 pm 

SERVICE HOURS: For value 

Mon-Fri 7 am- 6 pm, Sat 7 am- 3 pm and service it's 

Ed Morse, of course! 
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October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month 


The Healthy Senior 


By Fred Cicetti 

[Editor s Note: Fred Cietti is a syndicated columnist who 
writes about issues concerning senior citizens’ health. The 
opinions he expressed are his own. If you would like to ask a 
question, please writefredcicetti@gmail.com. All Rights 
Reserved © 2006 by Fred Cicetti.] 

Q. I’ve been forgetting names of people lately 
and I have this dread that this is an early symptom of 
Alzheimer’s. How can I tell? 

A: I don’t know a senior who hasn’t asked this 
question. Once you hit 60, you begin to wonder if your lost 
keys have greater significance than they did when you were 
younger. 

The scary truth is that Alzheimer’s begins with dif- 
ficulty remembering the familiar-people, things, events. Or, 
you start having trouble doing simple arithmetic in your head. 
These annoyances are common to seniors with healthy brains, 
so most of us don’t get too worked up over them. 

But, as Alzheimer’s progresses, it can make people 
forget how to brush their teeth or change channels on a TV. 
And it gets worse until patients require complete care. 

So, when should you go to your doctor to discuss 
your memory lapses? That’s a personal judgment call. I’ve 
found that I can’t remember the names of movie stars and 
ballplayers the way I used to. I attribute this to what I call the 
“overloaded filing cabinet.” As we get older, we accumulate so 
many memories that it’s impossible to find the one we want. 

I’m not sufficiently worried about my memory dif- 
ficulties to mention them to my doctor. But if you are worried, 


The available tests include a thorough physical, 
neurological, and psychiatric evaluation. A medical history 


will probably be 
taken. This history 
includes information about 
use of medicines, diet and past medical 
conditions. Blood and urine tests may be done. There are also 
mental tests of memory, problem-solving and language. A 
brain CT scan could be ordered. 

If you’re having some memory lapses, go to the 
doctor with a positive attitude. The fact is that many different 
medical conditions may cause Alzheimer ’s-like symptoms. 
Some of these medical conditions may be treatable. You could 
be suffering from the effects of a high fever, dehydration, poor 
nutrition, reactions to medicines, thyroid problems or a minor 
head injury. 

And then there are those pesky emotions. Feeling 
sad, lonely, worried, or bored can affect people facing retire- 
ment or coping with the death of a loved one. Adapting to 
change can make you forgetful. 

There are benefits to an early diagnosis of 
Alzheimer’s. Knowing early helps patients and their families 
plan for the future. It gives them time to discuss care while the 
patient can still participate in decisions. Early diagnosis also 
offers the best chance to treat the symptoms of the disease. 

Today, some people in the early and middle stages 
of Alzheimer’s disease are given the drugs tacrine (Cognex), 
donepezil (Aricept), rivastigmine (Exelon) and galantamine 
(Reminyl) to delay the development of some of the disease’s 
symptoms. Another drug, memantine (Namenda), has been 
approved for treatment of moderate to severe Alzheimer’s. 

Scientists are working to develop new drugs to treat 
Alzheimer’s. Although research is helping us leam more about 
the disease, we still do not know what causes Alzheimer’s, and 
there is no cure. 


Ask The Counselor 


Dear Counselor, that self-love is to self esteem, what reading is to the 

I am a 27-year-old Seminole young lady. I mind and what exercise is to the body. 
have a problem with my self-image. I feel insecure Your boyfriend is telling you that the moun- 

about my height, my weight and my looks. In my tains and hills may crumble, but his love for you will 

mind feel I should be perfect. I have spent thousand of never end. There is no way you can return the love 
dollars on my physical features, yet when I look in the your boyfriend have for you, if you do not have love 


mirror I’m still not satisfied. 

My boyfriend is very 
supportive, he is kind and lov- 
ing. My boyfriend told me it’s 
all in my head. He said he loves 
me because of my heart. He said 
looks change, but the heart 
remains the same. He makes me 
feel good for a while, yet I still 
have a problem with my self- 
image. 

When I was a child my 
parents were very critical about 
everything. They were perfec- 
tionist to die point of being 
obsessive. 

Counselor, please help 

Signed, 

Insecure 



Ftrtcil ■pSiillips 

VI. S. Mi.rilaJ LIl^ILm Cuiirisufinu 
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Dear Insecure, 

A true friend is some- 
one who reaches for your hand 
and touches your heart 
Insecure, your boyfriend is a 
true friend. Your boyfriend’s 
support is important for 
embracing yourself and the key for your self-accept- 
ance and self-love. 

Walt Disney World has fun houses with dis- 
torted mirrors that can make us appear taller, fatter, 
<r shorter than we really are. But this doesn ’t bother 


A (1 letters shoiili* V to 
A*>K 1 at t UUNSELUIl 
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for yourself. 

The media creates 
models that they portray as per- 
fect; but it is a lie. Media com- 
mercials create wants not needs. 
There are designer clothes, 
designer drugs, but the most 
important design is to design a 
healthy relationship with your- 
self. Tommy Hilfiger won ’t 
make you bigger, Fubu will fool 
you and Ralph Lauren still 
leaves stains. 

Insecure, you have to 
believe in yourself. There are 
many women who are plagued 
by the gnawing sense of insecu- 
rity and feelings of incompe- 
tence. What causes this? It’s 
because they are still listening 
to old tapes from their past and 
acting on statements made years 
ago that weren ’t true. 

Insecure, I encourage 
you to call the Family Services 
department and speak to a 
counselor, with new information 
comes new behavior. I encour- 
age you to start affirming the truth about yourself. 
The truth is God has created you with talent, ability, 
personality and a Seminole. 

Insecure, it’s your choice. You can believe 
what others say about you, or you can believe i 


us because we know we’re getting an inaccurate pic- yourself as does your boyfriend who believes in you. 


ture of ourselves it’s just a bit of harmless fun. 
What’s not fun is the fact that many of us look at 
ourselves through a different kind of distorted mir- 

We let other people in our lives, from par- 
ents to friends, to lovers and coworkers, to create a 
reflection of who we are, but it’s rarely accurate. 
Insecure, to truly love yourself, you need to know 


Always remember, healing begins in a relationship of 
love, pay attention you are lovable, valuable, capable, 
wonderful and adorable. 

Your boyfriend is a great teacher so listen to 
what he is saying; you don ’t have to be perfect to be 
priceless. 

Signed, 

Counselor 


the Editors of E/The Environmental Magazine under the Endangered Species Act. Quite simply, the 
fish just cannot swim past the dams. 

Q. What would removing dams in the The idea of removing dams to restore 

ic Northwest allow the wild salmon that salmon runs is not new. Environmentalists rejoiced 
to thrive there return to their former abun- in 1999 when Maine removed the 162-year-old 
;?? Edwards Dam on the Kennebec River to allow pas- 

Jake Garmey sage for decimated stocks of Atlantic salmon. That 

Boston, MA dam was an obvious choice for removal, as it pro- 

A: Before white settlement in the Pacific vided only one-tenth of one percent of Maine’s 
west, circa pre-1850, each year some power needs, yet strained and drained 20 

llion Pacific salmon— a so-called percent of the state’s watershed lands, 

r tide”-swam up the In all, more than 145 dams have 

ribia and Snake Rivers to been removed across the U.S. 

l at the streams and tribu- jf * since the Edwards Dam came 

of their births. Native down in 1999. 

icans feasted and f * m f “ Environmentalists 


Q. What would removing dams in the 
Pacific Northwest allow the wild salmon that 
used to thrive there return to their former abun- 
dance?? 

Jake Garmey 

Boston, MA 

A: Before white settlement in the Pacific 
Northwest, circa pre-1850, each year some 
10 million Pacific salmon— a so-called 
“silver tide”-swam up the ^^0 

Columbia and Snake Rivers to ^ i 

spawn at the streams and tribu- 
taries of their births. Native 
Americans feasted and 
derived much of their cul- 
tural awareness from the 
presence and cycles of 
these fish. Today as few as 

10,000 salmon return 

home to the Snake River t— 

each season. 

Over fishing and J __ 

pollution, as well as the __ 

crossbreeding of native fish 
with weaker hatchery-bom fish, 
have since taken their toll on wild 
salmon populations. However, most 
analysts point to the construction of 
eight large hydropower dams throughout the 
Columbia/Snake system during the middle of the 
20th Century as the key factor. 

According to noted Pacific Northwest nat- 
uralist and writer William Dietrich, 106 salmon 
stocks have gone extinct from Northern California 
to the Canadian border since the dams were built. 

According to Save Our Wild Salmon, a 
coalition of environmental groups and commercial 
and sport fishing associations, dams alone are 
responsible for the loss of 92 percent of salmon 
headed out to sea and of up to 25 percent on their 
way back upstream. 


t^arth 

Tallc 


since the Edwards Dam came 
down in 1999. 

Environmentalists 
and biologists alike are call- 
ing for the removal of dams 
along the Columbia and 
Snake Rivers, but doubt 
that the National Oceanic 
, and Atmospheric 

h Administration (NOAA), 

® the agency responsible for 

. . developing a salmon plan, 

will actively promote the idea, 
j Lr' Dams in the Pacific Northwest 

^ produce nearly seven percent of 

the nation’s electricity without gen- 
erating greenhouse gases, and the Bush 
administration is eager to promote hydropow- 
er as one way to reduce our reliance on foreign oil. 

Meanwhile, the federal government is 
working to complete removal of the Elwha Dam on 
Washington State’s Olympic Peninsula by 2008. 
Built a century ago to generate power, the Elwha 
Dam shut off 70 miles of habitat for the more than 
500,000 fish that had spawned there each year. 

Today, just 5,000 wild Pacific salmon 
swim up the Elwha River and school at the base of 
the dam each year, looking for a way upstream that 
no longer exists. The success or failure of the Elwha 
Dam removal will certainly impact the debate about 


Submitted by Shelia McCann, Women In 
Distress 

It is an opportunity for everyone in 
Broward County to commit to making dating and 

domestic abuse unacceptable by anyone, anywhere, 

at any time, in any way. The Silent Witness project 

acknowledges women, cMldren and men who have 
lost their lives during the past year because of dat- 
ing or domestic vioIcnceJBH 

Domestic violence happens every day in 
Broward County. It makes the headlines of our 
media when someone diek Children go to school 
keeping family secrets anjl are not safe in their 
homes. It costs businessel ^Blions of dollars in 
lower productivity, highel inedicaRxpenses 
leading to increases in premiums, and endan- 
gers the safety of co-workeBI Dating and 
domestic violence hurts everyone. 

This past year in Broward County, 
law enforcement officers responded to 
over 15,000 calls for help as a result of 
domestic abuse. Women In Distress 
provided over 21,000 days of emer- 
gency shelter to women and chil- 
dren in fear for their lives or seri- 
ous physical harm. j 

Ending dating and domes- 
tic violence is the responsibility of 
each of us. Women In Distress of 
Broward County, Inc., the Broward 
County Domestic Violence Council, 
the Broward County Victim Rights 
Coalition, KOLOT, Soul Sanctuary, 
and individual citizens are working 
together to increase awareness of 
everyone all of time, everywhere, 
encouraging action in every way. 

You can help, too, by contact- 
ing Women In Distress at (954) 760- 
9800 or their web site, www.wom- 
enindistress.org. 

The calendar of events includes 
the Silent Witness exhibit that acknowl- 
edges those who have lost their lives as a 
result of dating or domestic violence, 

October 1-31 and the Silent Witness _ 
Memorial on Octo ber 2 6 at the Main 
Public Library in Fort Lauderdale. 

Women In Distress hosts the Safe 
Walk - Run, 5k on Oct. 7 at Markham 


Park. For additional information about these and 
other events, please go to the Women In Distress 
website, www.womenindistress.org. 

If you see or hear an abusive situation, call 
911 immediately. The 24-Hour Crisis Line number 
for Women In Distress of Broward County, Inc. is 
(954) 761-1133 or the Florida Coalition Against 
Domestic Violence at (800) 500-1119. If you are in 
danger or know of someone who is in danger, please 
call or proviae the person with either of these num- 
bers. 




fft 41 
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“Fish are gone entirely from almost 40 per- the prospects for removing other hydropower dams 


cent of their historic rivers,” says Dietrich. 

Dietrich adds that most of the remaining 
fish are at risk, too, qualifying for full protection 


n the Pacific Northwest and elsewhere. 



The Okalee Indian Village is 
looking for Culture Exhibitors 


we are seeking Seminole rnbal members 
and Native Americans to snare Seminole 

Heritage!, History, and Culture with 

individuals or groups erf visitors to the Village. 


* Work 4 Wood Carving 

* Patchwork k Doll Making 

•Baskets * Fry Bread 

* Pumpkin Bread and other foods 

Please fill out applications at any of tlw Reservation 
offices and fax to Hollywood; 954-967-3477 


Applications are available at Reservation offices or at 
www.sermnoletribe.cam . 
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Weight Loss Leads To Healthy Lifestyle 





By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — Nutritionist Charlotte 
Porcaro proudly announced the winners of the most 
recent weight loss contest in Immokalee. These con- 
tests originally implemented by Chairman Mitchell 
Cypress, were started in September of 2005 and have 
been running on 12 to 16 week schedules. 

Following the 
initial weigh-in, contest- 
ants have the opportunity 
to discuss a healthy 
lifestyle with Porcaro. She 
will assist in establishing a 
diet suitable to the needs 
of each individual and put 
them on the track to set- 
ting up an exercise pro- 
gram. 

Community 
Health Representative 
Anna Puente is also avail- 
able to help monitor blood 
sugar and blood pressure. 

Monetary 

rewards are just a small 
part of joining these 
weight loss contests. By 
making it a group effort, 
the contestants reinforce each others attempts and the 
encouragement makes it easier to stick to the program 
and achieve the desired 
results. Everyone that loses 
weight is a winner. Just ask 
Michelle Ford, who said she 
has finally achieved her ideal 
weight. Ford is no longer in 
the contests, but said she 
enjoys a brand new healthy 
lifestyle. 

Tribal citizens con- 
tinued to make great strides 
during this recent competi- 
tion. Sylvia Marrero lost 15.8 
pounds putting her in the 
first place position one more 
time. 

Mary Lou 

Alvarado’s 8.4 pound loss 
put her in the second slot 
with Cecilia Pequeno just 
two tenths of a point behind 
for third. Susan Davis came in fourth and vows to go 
again and give everybody a run for their money. 

Immokalee 

Tribal employees jumped 
on the bandwagon with 
an astounding 28.6 pound 
loss for John Cara in the 
Utilities department. 

There were no donuts for 
Seminole Police 
Department Officer John 
Hill as he shed 14 pounds 
for second place. Bertha 
Tapia and Jarixsa Yslas 
grabbed third and fourth 
place, respectively. 

A rising star in 
these contests has been 
Sylvia Marrero. She has 
suffered with serious 
weight problems during 
her entire life. With a 
background of diabetes in 
her family she was the 
perfect candidate for this 
affliction in her twenties and had to begin using 
insulin. 

Like so many people, her weight problems 
directed her into a sedimentary lifestyle and physical 
impairment as her internal organs and joints, particu- 
larly her knees. Since joining the first Immokalee 
weight loss contest just one year ago, she has lost 56.8 
pounds. It took a lot of willpower to get started and 
even more to continue, but the rewards have been 


overwhelming. Sylvia joined the Lifestyle Balance 
group and changed her daily habits one day at a time. 

Sylvia said she has studied proper nutrition 
and food portions with Charlotte Porcaro. Learning to 
substitute proper eating habits for the old vices, she 
has developed the will power to fight off cravings and 
to occasionally splurge in moderation. The results 
speak for themselves. 

Sylvia laughingly 
says, “I was a junk food 
junkie. Everything looked 
good and tasted even bet- 
ter. Since learning to eat 
reduced portions and 
snack on fruits and veg- 
etables the results have 
been remarkable. And not 
just for me. My whole 
family has begrudgingly 
had to make adjustments. 
My daughter, Jade, has 
been following in my 
footsteps and I am now 
beginning to become a 
role model for her on what 
she can do if she really 
tries.” 

Pointing to her 
knees, she said, “My eating habits have changed and 
the next step is an exercise schedule. This has had to 
be gradual because of my 
knees; however, it is not 
impossible. I used to drive 
from my office at 
Broadcasting to the new 
Administration Building. 
Now, I not only walk, but go 
up the steep incline to the 
parking lot. When the eleva- 
tor was broke, I climbed the 
three flights of stairs. This is 
something I would never 
have attempted before. I 
have acquired a three wheel 
bicycle and plan to start 
making the rounds on a regu- 
lar basis.” 

Continuing Sylvia 
said, “This past year has just 
been a beginning and I plan 
to make tomorrow even bet- 
ter. I have always hated my yearly physical, but I am 
looking forward to it next month. For one thing, my 
glucose levels have 
improved resulting in a 
reduction of medication 
requirements. Breathing is 
so much easier and I look 
forward to activities that 
were out of the question 
in the past. My new 
lifestyle has given me an 
opportunity to enjoy my 
family and to participate 
in mother/daughter expe- 
riences that are rewarding 
for both of us.” 

Charlotte 

Porcaro commented, “I 
am very proud of Sylvia 
and look forward to the 
great example that I’m 
sure she will be for the 
coming year. We are 
beginning another weight 
loss program on 
September 1 8th and if experience teaches anything, I 
know she will be one of the first to weight in.” 

“I am forming a class for Immokalee’s Youth 
in the Library’s after school program that will teach 
nutrition and achievement of healthy goals. Hopefully, 
we will be able to interest some of these youngsters in 
joining some group activities and a contest to promote 
the lifestyle they deserve for a healthy tomorrow,” 
concluded Porcaro. 


Contest winners: (L-R) Jarixa Yslas, Mary Lou 
Alvarado, Sylvia Marrero and John Hill. 


Judy Weeks 

Bertha Tapia took fourth place in the Tribal 
employees category. 


Judy Weeks 

Sylvia Marrero’s new lifestyle has given her an 
opportunity to enjoy her family. She is seen here at 
the pool with her daughter. 


Giving the Gift of Life 


Submitted by Shelia Elliott 

HOLLYWOOD — On Aug. 25 the Human 
Resources department joined forces with Community 
Blood Centers of South Florida to host a blood drive 
at Hollywood Tribal Headquarters. The event was held 
in tandem with the HR Employee Birthday Luncheon 
and was a tremendous success. 

A record breaking 41 donors participated, 
resulting in the need for two onsite blood mobiles, 
compared to just one at previous blood donations. The 
IT department had the highest level of participation, 
thanks to Office Manager Glenda Waser’s expertise in 


juggling work schedules. 

Community Blood Centers of South Florida 
services more than 40 major hospitals from Palm 
Beach to Key West. Just one pint of blood can save 
several people’s lives, and the employees of the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida made a significant contribu- 
tion to the cause. 

The Human Resources department would like 
to thank both the employees and their supervisors for 
supporting the gift of life. HR plans to sponsor another 
blood drive to benefit South Florida communities in 
2007. 
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Pine Tree Bark Reduces Diabetic Leg Ulcers 

Study reveals 74 percent decrease in ulcer size 


Submitted by Kate Newberg, MWW Group 

HOBOKEN, NJ — Untreated diabetic leg 
ulcers may result in amputations. According to the 
Center of Disease Control, one out of six diabetics 
will require an amputation below the knee during 
their lifetime. 

A study published in the July journal of 
Clinical and Applied Thrombosis/Homeostasis 
shows that Pycnogenol, an antioxidant plant extract 
from the bark of the French maritime pine tree, 
heals leg ulcers in patients who suffer from diabetic 
leg ulcerations. The most significant findings were 
patients treated with oral and local Pycnogenol 
resulting in a 74.4 percent decrease in ulcer size 
within six weeks. 

According to Dr. Gianni Belcaro, a lead 
researcher of the study, the majority of diabetic leg 
amputations common to the lower leg and feet, 
begin with the formation of skin ulcers. Impaired 
blood circulation in diabetics may cause tissue 
necrotization and discoloration which leads to 
development of ulcers. The open ulcer is prone to 
infection and difficult to heal. 

The study sampled thirty diabetic patients 
at the Chieti-Pescara University in Italy, who suffer 
from severe microangiopathy causing leg ulcera- 
tions. Patients were randomly assigned to four 
groups. Treatment was provided daily for six weeks. 

After six weeks of treatment results 
showed the most significant ulcer healing for 
patients who supplemented with combined oral and 
local treatment. 

Group 1 patients supplemented with oral 
and local Pycnogenol experienced a 74.4 percent 
decrease in leg ulcer size; group 2 patients supple- 
mented with local Pycnogenol experienced a 41.3 
percent decrease in leg ulcer size; group 3 patients 
supplemented with oral Pycnogenol experienced a 
33 percent decrease in leg ulcer size; Group 4, the 
control group, experienced a 22 percent decrease, 
from disinfecting the ulcers on a daily basis. 

Eighty-nine percent of the patients treated 
with oral and local Pycnogenol were completely 
healed. 

Group 1 participants received 150 mg 
Pycnogenol as oral treatment and 100 mg from cap- 
sules as powder placed on the ulcerated area; Group 


2 participants received oral treatment Pycnogenol 
with 150 mg; Group 3 received 100 mg of local 
treatment and Group 4 received no medical care, 
other then the same ulcer care as the other subjects. 

Ulcers were washed and medicated every 
day for six weeks. The area of the ulceration was 
copied on a transparent plastic sheet and the relative 
integral was recorded in a computerized system. A 
microcirculatory evaluation was performed at inclu- 
sion of the study and repeated after six weeks. 

Direct questioning was used to evaluate 
tolerability and compliance, particularly gastroin- 
testinal problems, systematic and local skin alter- 
ations, signs of allergic reaction and any other man- 
ifestation. No side effects were reported. 

More than 35 years of research on 
Pycnogenol demonstrate the antioxidant’s ability to 
improve blood flow, encouraging improved circula- 
tion. 

“The Pycnogenol-treated groups all 
showed a significantly increased oxygen presence in 
the skin and a significantly lowered carbon dioxide 
level. These findings suggest that Pycnogenol helps 
to resolve the underlying micro-angiopathy with an 
improved blood micro-circulation carrying more 
oxygen to the feet,” said Dr. Belcaro. “Better circu- 
lation decreases the chance of developing ulcers.” 

Previous research shows Pycnogenol may 
be helpful in controlling an array of problems pre- 
vailing in diabetics. Clinical studies which sampled 
more than 1,200 patients, demonstrated Pycnogenol 
treatment to be highly effective for prevention of 
diabetic retinopathy — bleeding capillaries in the eye 
that causes irreversible vision loss. 

Other studies show Pycnogenol to be effec- 
tive in lowering glucose levels and increasing the 
health of blood vessels in patients with type II dia- 
betes, after supplementation of 50—200 mg 
Pycnogenol. 

“If left untreated, damage to blood vessels 
from diabetes then manifests in typical circulatory 
problems such as hypertension, from which 50 per- 
cent of type II diabetics suffer. Solid evidence 
shows that Pycnogenol effectively reduces high 
blood pressure, platelet aggregation, LDL choles- 
terol and enhances circulation,” said Belcaro. 


Oral Health and Diabetes 


Submitted by the Seminole Dental Program 

Periodontal disease, or gum disease, is a 
very common oral infection known to occur in dia- 
betics. Periodontal disease causes the gums to 
become swollen and bleed. It also causes the gums 
to pull away from the teeth creating deep spaces 
that are called periodontal pockets. 

Left untreated, periodontal disease can 
cause painful tooth infections known as abscesses 
and may eventually lead to the loss of the teeth. 

In the beginning stages of periodontal dis- 
ease there may be only slight signs or symptoms 
that it is developing and in fact there may be no 
signs or symptoms at all. This is why it is very 
important for individuals who are diagnosed with 
diabetes to have a yearly dental examination and x- 
rays with the dentist and to have regular three- 
month visits with the dental hygienist. 

Some of the signs and symptoms of peri- 
odontal disease are gums that are sore, swollen, or 


that bleed, bad breath, and teeth that feel loose or 
appear to have moved. Experiencing any of these 
signs or symptoms should be a signal to schedule a 
dental examination as soon as possible. 

As with diabetes, periodontal disease can 
only be managed and not cured. But due to current 
advancements in research we are learning more 
about periodontal disease and new treatments have 
been designed to assist patients in the management 
of the disease. 

The Seminole Dental Program is dedicat- 
ed to assisting diabetics in the management of peri- 
odontal disease and appointments are readily avail- 
able. The Dental Program is also open to welcome 
walk-in diabetic patients on diabetic day at each 
Reservation Clinic. 

To schedule a diabetic dental examination, 
please call: Big Cypress: (863) 983-5151, 

Brighton: (863) 763-0271, Hollywood: (954) 964- 
3411 and Immokalee: (239) 867-3410. 



Great Minds Think Alike! 
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Sports 1 lam-pa-Ieesh-ke Vkkopvnkv 


Brighton Labor Day Bowling 
Tournament Results 




Regular 

1. Leno Wilcox and Reina Micco, 385, 2. Kenny and Marilyn Doney, 379, 3. Emery Fish and Monica 
Johns, 375, 4. Elbert and Wendi Snow, 360, 5. Kassim Stockton and Tommi Billie, 356, 6. Merle and Betty 
Billie, 344, 7. Mike Micco and Crystal Smith, 334, 8. Amos Billie and Alfreda Muskitt, 330, 9. Dwayne Billie 
and Pamela Jumper, 328, 9. Leon Wilcox Jr. and Monica Cypress, 328, 11. John and Mahala Madrigal, 327, 11. 
Marlon Tommie and Rosetta Bowers, 327, 13. Pemell Bert and Diane Smith, 319. 



****************** 


Scotch Doubles 


1. Delwin McCowan and Sarah Sampson, 408, 2. Amos Billie and Trisha Osceola, 401, 3. Mike Micco 
and Mary Wilcox, 398, 4. Kevin Tommie and Andrea Suarez, 391, 5. John Madrigal and Dana Osceola, 381, 6. 
Danny Tommie and Diane Smith, 346, 7. Kassim Stockton and Joyce Piz, 341, 8. Merle and Leslie Billie, 337, 
9. Leroy Boyett and Mary Alice Huff, 328, 10. Leon Wilcox and Betty Billie, 11. Josh Sneed and Tommi Billie, 
320, 12. Philmon Bowers and Pamela Jumper, 320, 13. Elbert Snow and Stella Tommie, 318. 


****************** 


No Tap 


1. Rufus Tiger and Wendi Snow, 528, 2. Dwayne Billie and Joyce Piz, 436, 3. Delwin McCowan and 
Stacy Jones, 456, 4. Kenny Doney and Alfreda Muskitt, 443, 5. Damon Wilcox and Renee Tigertail, 442, 6. 
Elbert Snow and Mary Alice Huff, 426, 7. Matt Piz and Mahala Madrigal, 410, 8. Mike Micco and Trisha 
Osceola, 392, 9. Merle Billie and Reina Micco, 388, 10. Leon Wilcox and Agnes Bert, 377, 11. Kevin Tommie 
and Beulah Gopher, 372, 12. Dean Stokes and Grace Koontz, 371, 13. Parker Jones and Laveme Thomas, 363. 




Bulls Tour at 118th 
Silver Spurs Rodeo 

Action to be Held at State-of-the- 


Art Silver Spurs Arena 


Submitted by Wendi Jeannin, 
Silver Spurs Rodeo 

KISSIMMEE, FL 

Non-stop, high-kickin’, heart-stop- 
pin’ action will take place Oct. 6-8 
at the high-tech, climate-controlled 
Silver Spurs Arena. The arena is 
located at Osceola Heritage Park in 
Kissimmee, Fla. Hundreds of top 
rodeo professionals will vie more 
than $100,000 in prize money at the 
Xtreme Bulls Series Tour. 

Traditional rodeo action 
gets underway on Oct. 6 at 8 p.m., 
and Oct 7-8 at 1 p.m. Seats are 
available for all three rodeo events 
and Saturday night’s Xtreme Bulls, 
ticket prices range from $15-$30, 
children 10 and under are free when 
accompanied by a paying adult. 
Lasso your tickets in advance for a 
special rate by calling (321) 697- 
3496 or log onto www.silver- 
spursrodeo.com 

Rodeo fans will enjoy 
pulse-elevating events such as bull 
riding, steer wrestling, saddle bronc 
riding, bareback riding, and barrel 
racing, along with 
crowd-pleas- V A 

ing cowboy ' " 

clowns. 

The 

world famous 
Silver Spurs 
Quadrille 
teams will 
also showcase 
their award win- 
ning talents as 
they intricately 
execute challenging square 
dances on horseback. 

If bull riding is your 
favorite, then you won’t want to 
miss the excitement when the chutes 
open at 5 p.m. Saturday night as the 
Silver Spurs Riding Club welcomes 
back the baddest bulls and toughest 
cowboys competing for the big 
bucks with the return of the Xtreme 
Bulls event at the Silver Spurs 
Arena. 

Fans and cowboys alike 
continue to enjoy the climate con- 


trolled, multimillion dollar facility, 
which boasts 8,300 extra- wide 
seats, the latest in state-of-the-art, 
high-tech lighting, audio and elec- 
tronics, and the ultimate in rodeo 
watching comfort: 12 luxury suites, 
featuring bar and restaurant service. 

Founded by the Silver 
Spurs Riding Club in 1944 to pro- 
mote good horsemanship and good 
fellowship in Osceola County, the 
Silver Spurs Rodeo today is one of 
the most successful rodeos in the 
country. Rich in history and an icon 
of the area’s well-to-do cattle ranch- 
ing legacy, the Silver Spurs Rodeo 
has been a signature event in the 
Kissimmee-St. Cloud, Fla. area for 
more than half a century. 

The 120-acre Osceola 
Heritage Park, which includes the 
Osceola County Stadium, the 
Exhibition Building, Outdoor 
Pavilion, KVLS Pavilion and 
University of Florida Extension 
Services has been developed as a 
showplace of facilities that honors 
and celebrates the Kissimmee-St. 
Cloud community and its agricultur- 
al and cattle ranching heritage. 

For additional infor- 
mation on the 118th Silver 
Spurs Rodeo of Champions, 
call (407) 67-RODEO or go 
to www.silverspursrodeo.com. 
For information on the 
Kissimmee/St. Cloud area, 
go to Kissimmee 
Convention and 
Visitors Bureau 
at www.flori- 
dakiss.com. 



Photo clipping courtesy of Max Osceola 

Front row: Dave Bowers, Rubin Billie, Max Osceola, Jackie Willie Back Row: Moses “Big Shot” Jumper, 
Mike Tiger, Moses Osceola and Joe Osceola. 


Seminole Alumni Attend McArthur Team Reunion 


By Chris Jenkins 

HOLLYWOOD It was a 30 year 
reunion at the Hard Rock Hotel & Casino on Aug 
25. On this day eight members of the McArthur 
high school football class of 1966-68 met to rem- 
inisce on their days of youth on the gridiron. 

Joined by the 1967 Broward county 
region 7AA Coach of the year Buddy 
Klimkiewicz, the group saw a perfect opportunity 
to reunite, talk, and share memories according to 
former player and class representative Ron 
Shearouse and Hollywood representative Max 
Osceola. Both Osceola and Shearouse planned 
the gathering. 

The Hard Rock’s Blue Plate played host 
lunch and a special gift bag was presented to the 
coach. 

“We all grew up together, so we we’re 
related in a sense, we were friends and team- 
mates,” Osceola said. “We sweat together, won 
together, lost together.” 

As one of the standouts at defensive end 
for their 1967-68 Broward county conference 
championship team, Osceola says it was one of 
the best times of his life. 

“It’s a bond that we were able to make 
and maintain,” he said. 

His high school years remain the major 
highlight although his standout ability was 
enough for Osceola to play two years of college 
football for the 
University of Tampa 
and Northeastern 
Oklahoma. 

“We learned 
the value of working as 
a team,” he said. 

Vice President 
Moses Osceola who 
also played defensive 
end said the major 
highlight for him in 
those years was win- 
ning their conference 
title his senior year. He 
says he enjoyed com- 
peting, but knew the 
high school level was 
as far as his career 
would go. 

“I would have 
played beyond high 
school had I had the 


physical capabilities,” he said. 

Other teammates who attended included: 
Moses “Bigg Shot” Jumper who played line- 
backer, Joe Osceola, who played defensive end, 
Mike Tiger who was defensive captain and 
played quarterback, defensive back, and punter, 
Floyd Harper who played offensive guard and 
John Sawyer at fullback. 

Shearouse who played offensive guard 
says he is proud and reflective of the adult 
accomplishments of the two tribal council lead- 
ers. 

“They grew up having nothing,” 
Shearouse said. “I think their accomplishments 
are wonderful, and I hope they get so much more 
in the future.” 

The group says they also learned a lot 
from Coach Klimkiewicz. The 73-year-old retired 
coach now lives with his son in Boca Raton. 

Tiger summed up the coach the same as he did in 
a 1967 Miami Herald interview saying, “If you 
had it in you, Coach Klim brought it out of you.” 

As for what was learned during those 
carefree years, Representative Osceola says, “Our 
lessons in life were helped by us being on that 
field together.” 

The 1967 mustangs ended their season 
with a 7-3 record, the first winning season since 
1964. 



Coach Buddy Klimkiewicz (white shirt) and members of his 1967 conference 
championship team. Not pictured are: Ron Shearouse, Floyd Harper and John 
Sawyer. 


Miami Dolphin Tickets Have Arrived! 


Come by the 



Hollywood Recreation 
office to sign up. 

Must Be: 

18 years old and a 
Hollywood Voting Tribal 
Member 


Each member is allowed to sign up for 2 
tickets to 1 game for the 2006 season. 


Tickets may be picked up during the week 
no more than 2 days before game day. 

Any questions please call: §54-989-945? 
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Seminole Artists on the Rise 





By Elgin Jumper 

On Jan. 1, 2007, the Seminole Tribal Art 
Exhibition will commence its yearlong representa- 
tion. The site: the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum on the 
Big Cypress reservation. The event, which will 
represent the works of several up-and-coming 
Seminole artists working in a variety of mediums, 
is sure to attract multitudes of visitors. The muse- 
um is planning to showcase the works for one 
year. In the remaining months leading up to the 
exhibition, The Seminole Tribune will be profiling 
these rising artists. 


edges her instructors for the emphasis she places 
on careful research before constructing. 

“I really like building things, rather than 
drawing or painting, which I’m not all that good 
at,” she said. 

She sculpts in bronze and aluminum as 
well. An instructor suggested she make something 
with nails and she began welding. Interestingly 
enough, the first work she produced— she welds the 
pieces herself-received top awards at a student art 
show. She knew right then sculpting would be her 
main art. 

“With welding I come up with these 
traditional and contemporary pieces that I did- 
n’t think I’d ever produce... everything I do is 
like this,” she says, holding up a curvilinear- 
shaped ceramic piece. “It’s pretty much organ- 
ic but with metal, it just totally disconnects 
itself, I guess you could say.” 

Raised on the Tamiami Trail, the 21- 
year-old now makes her home in Naples. 
Recently drawn to art, she plans even more 
works in the future with Native American 
issues, political art— the Leonard Peltier case 
for one-as well as working in mediums other 
than the traditional patchwork and basketry. 
One specific work in progress is a ceramic 
teardrop some eight inches high, which, the 
artist points out, signifies pain. 

Referring to traditional and contem- 
porary art, Osceola indicates: “That’s the 
biggest struggle I have right now.” 

Yet she has certainly seen develop- 
ment in her art, declaring, “I really want to do 
good work.” She transports her welded pieces 
to Tampa and has them powder-coated. She 
hopes Seminole art becomes more contempo- 
rary, while keeping intact the essences of tradi- 
tion. 

She cites the artist, Virgil Ortiz, as 
one of her inspirations. Osceola said she 
admires how Ortiz is able to work in a variety 
of mediums and exhibits his work not only in 
Native American galleries but in galleries the 
world over. 

The advice she gives developing 
Seminole artists is: “Try it — whatever — exper- 
iment with it. Mix them together. Be open- 
minded.” 


Jessica Osceola creates masterpieces 


contemporary concepts are fast 
becoming a concern for him. With 
an early artistic development in fig- 
ures and portraits, the artist says, “I 
was good at drawing people, but 
right now I want to improve my 
techniques. As far as drawing, it was 
always easy for me.” 

In the past, he’s attended 
the Institute of American Indian Arts 
in New Mexico where he acquired 
his silversmith skills. Know for real- 
istic paintings of Seminoles in tradi- 
tional everyday life and Everglades 
sceneries, he states, “I’ve come full- 
circle. And now I’m very interested 
in getting into other mediums and 
themes.” 

Concerning the direction of 
Seminole Art, Tommie notes, “Well, 
Seminole art is creative. There’s an 
energy in the air right now. We’re 
Seminole... And unique. It’s a spe- 
cial place. It’s going to be interest- 
ing to see what the Seminole artists 
of the future will come up with.” 
Indeed, Seminoles are 
discovering-or rediscovering-art. 

He points out: “Could be they just 
didn’t feel the time was right till 


Jessica Osceola 

“Know what you’re going to do,” says 
Jessica Osceola, “and then do it. I do a lot of 
research and then sketches. And then more 
research and more sketches so I know it, and then 
after that I build it.” 

After having to take required classes in 
drawing, painting and sculpting as a student at the 
Florida Gulf Coast University in Naples, Fla., 
Osceola discovered she had a fondness for creat- 
ing art, particularly in welding and sculpting 
works of art. This sculptor and ceramist acknowl- 


in many mediums, including ceramic. 


Samuel Tommie 

Bom 49 years ago and raised on the 
Tamiami Trail, this artist and silversmith is a 
member of the Bird clan. Samuel Tommie is also a 
musician, wood-carver, and canoe-maker. He is 
also adept at making stone jewelry and totem 
poles. Residing now on the Big Cypress reserva- 
tion and planning to construct chickees in the back 
of his house as a place to work and produce his 
various art projects, Tommie says, “My mom 
would draw, so I’ve been into art since I was real 
young.” 

Thus art is the essence of what his mother 
instilled in him at 
an early age. The 
majority of his art 
is traditional, but 


Osceola proudly displays her artwork. 


Elgin Jumper 


Elgin Jumper 


Jessica Osceola 


Just one sample of Jessica Osceola’s work. 
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Seeking Refuge in the Everglades 


By Elgin Jumper 

The saw-grass river begins its descent at the 
bottom of Lake Okeechobee, near the center of lower 
Florida. The Seminoles, the Tribe to which I’m a 
proud member, refers to this unique region as “Pa-hay- 
okee” which means “grassy water.” The sun’s rays and 
magnificent warmth dominates the area and summers 
are transformed by rains, hot breezes giving inspired 
sensations to the face, orange-red singes of saw-grass 
giving evidence of the sun’s effects. The water here is 
forever dark and it too is warmed by the sun. Off the 
highway, the pine forests, saw-grass and cypress 
swamps stretch out for as far as the eye can see. In the 
wilderness, you can see snowy-white egrets, blue 
herons, and red-tail hawks, osprey, crow, and shore- 
birds. Otters play in the rivers and frolic along the 
banks, while water moccasins and rattlesnakes coil and 
wait in the arid shade. Panthers have been known to 
cross certain roadways, so authorities have set up 
“Panther Crossing” signs for their protection. Even so, 
at any stop beside the road, the wilderness resonates 
with the saw-grass past. The watery saw-grass and 
thickets are alive and there’s an energy if you look for 
it. You discover it on earnest mornings and you sense 
it in the liveliness of ancient forests. 

I still drive out there when the need arises, in 
spite of highway commotion. This was where 
Seminoles of the past had lived out their days, indeed 
where they’re still living out their days and I always 
seem to be drawn back to it. This had been the home 
of Sam Jones and Billy Bowlegs III. Sam Jones, in the 
1840s, had led other Seminoles-men, women, and 
children — to its lovely embrace. And Billy Bowlegs 
III had fought the U.S. Army to remain in Florida, and 
as I understand it, had been dreadfully unsuccessful in 
his fight to stay. 

I’ve seen the old pictures and idealized 
bronze statues of great Seminoles. The times in which 
they lived were certainly some of the most turbulent in 
Seminole history— and they endured it! They had allied 
themselves to the wilderness and the interior of South 
Florida was known only to them, only they knew of its 
deepest recesses, its densest forests. They had survived 
the wars of removal, but their numbers had been 
severely diminished. So they struck like lightning and 
vanished like morning mists and fog. They knew that 
to fight a pitched battle was to invite catastrophe and 
to fight like lightning meant to remain and live. Forced 
southward, always southward, they came in under hot 
seasonal suns. But they kept themselves away and 
stirred only when harassed. They say Sam Jones is 
buried deep in the Big Cypress Swamps. Because of 
him Seminoles weren’t subjected to the despair of the 
west, and furthermore, because of him, we today can 
find it within ourselves to brave interminable storms 
of life. 

I’m Otter clan, a descendant of Chief Jumper 
who led Seminoles to victory in the Dade Battle, 
December of 1835, which initiated the tragic Second 
Seminole War, 1835-1842. The Seminoles had been 
conditioned for adversity and they were a people with 
a past defined by war and change. Destruction of then- 
watery land was contemplated even in the mid- 1800s; 
proposed too was the final eradication of Florida’s 
Seminoles. It was a somber situation that desperately 
needed adjusting to. In time, the Seminoles began to 
flourish, undisturbed, and their oral traditions kept 
alive their histories, their stories, their legends. And 
with the help of the wondrous land, they sustained 
themselves for generations. But soon they ventured 
forth, some to the cities along the shores of the penin- 
sula, some to newly-created reservations. These were a 
people tested upon the harshest anvil, pounded nearly 
into the voiceless dust. They were fisherman, horse- 
men and new-path finders; they were leaders. And 
they held a deep connection to the land, it was sacred, 
and was always considered as such. Thus the connec- 
tion remains everlasting to this day. 

I’ve walked in wet hardwood hammocks, 
amongst the thick cypress, the deep green palmetto, 
the tall pine trees where other Seminoles had walked 
long before, the wind in the pine needles murmuring 
of hardships and peace. It wailed of hit and run skir- 
mishes and stunned troops, frustrated, the thunder of 
the cannon and fearful charges of the bayonet. 

I think those waters are the darkest anywhere, 
with an opaqueness that gives no indications to its true 


depth. Yet I seem to discover every time a strong sense 
of freedom there, an abrupt longing when I’m in its 
sudden grasp. At times the sky is cobalt blue and clear, 
while at other times the clouds rule from on high. And 
there’s a rich history in the Everglades; it’s integral to 
us, inseparable. 

Driving out there from Hollywood, you start 
to realize the enormity of the destruction. Only high- 
way 27 holds at bay the great siege, the steady 
progress. The besiegers are consistent and the fires and 
hurricanes send in their forces as well. Dark blue 
clouds in the distance give color to an impending tem- 
pest. Meanwhile sculptures of gray-white clouds in 
natural formations render images only the beholder 
can name and soon become illuminated even more by 
brilliant sunrays spotlighting the miracle of life in the 
Everglades. The swaying saw-grass is the rhythm that 
moves the river as if alive, yet drawing away, drawing 
back again. In some areas, on both sides of the high- 
way, when the sun is highest, you see the forest as a 
thick green Indian blanket, reaching out to embrace 


you. Yet the wilderness of pine resists the green and 
turns light brown and races to the roads as if biometric 
buildings in the sun. The Seminoles had found tran- 
quility and they were in their element. The all-seeing 
sun gave warmth and looked on. Clearly it was a scene 
with unlimited potential, for when they faced eastward 
in prayer, surely they beheld the radiances of a soul. A 
blue sky was stretching out across the Big Cypress 
Swamps and the moist ground was beautiful power 
from twilight to sunlight. I can discern the shrieks of 
the red-tailed hawks throughout the primordial woods, 
those heralds of the good prayer. They had spoken and 
I had heard, the progressions of dark rivers— long 
before the taint of mercury— had been initiated. The 
feeling is old and yet unique, fresh. There’s a light in 
nature and it is known as the Everglades. But you can 
plainly see the ravages of time and humanity in this 
enduring saga, for a pristine wilderness was once set 
upon by the many. At once the shrewd developers of 
progress struck causing environmental disaster, a mer- 
ciless battle for survival, the grassy waters shifting and 
yet reeling, changing and continuing on in its south- 
ward flow beneath the powerful blue eminences of 


sky. It has conditioned itself to hindrances. And the 
Seminoles, accustomed to perpetual war and move- 
ment, had found at long last their true place in the 
world. 

Seminole ancestors must have held sacred 
venerations for the Everglades. After all they were 
attuned to traditions and beliefs which must have 
made the watery saw-grass awe-inspiring and quite 
impressive. They had led a valiant struggle and it had 
brought them there, yet they had been through the fires 
and they would never forget who they were, for only 
they knew the ceremonial grounds deep in the ancient 
woods, only they were aware of its darkest swamps, 
lagoons and marshes. The great white herons stalked 
the teeming shores. Seminole hunters and travelers, 
their elders consulted, journeyed across the land, pray- 
ing and giving thanks to the Maker of Breath. The 
anhinga outstretched their glistening, dripping wings 
under the sun, the snowy white egret soared against 
hazardous breezes, but soon the plume trade would 
take its toll on them. Denied flight at a crucial 


moment, undergoing destruction from clubs and guns, 
the birds all but vanished. Drainage was initiated. This 
was in the late 1800s. Seminoles protested as they had 
always done. Unwavering, though ruthlessly attacked 
on all sides, the Everglades suffered on. 

You can live it in the oral and written histo- 
ries, in the truth of actually being there, in hearing the 
shrieks of the hawks and in the scent of summer rain 
and black rivers. I’ve felt that same kind warmth that 
must have embraced the Seminoles of the past, I’ve 
stood on the banks of her ponds and lakes and felt the 
awe and wonder. Walking in white mists of morning, 
as if in a dream, I have brushed a hand across the wet 
cypress in natural beauty. I recall the golden reds of 
sunrise and sunset. They either burst upon the world to 
bring it alive or to shut it down for the night, shinning 
forth the glories for all to see. I felt blessed, having 
been deemed worthy enough to have experienced such 
miracles. I first beheld that daily journey of the sun 
over the Everglades sky when I was still young and 
impressionable. I saw the land through a child’s “first 
eyes” and back then my metaphors and similes — 
though I didn’t know them as such yet — were pure, 


uninhibited, unrestrained, a pure poetry. I thought and 
felt with innocence when I took in the spectacular 
saw-grass, but there was some sorrow in the vivid 
scene as well, something that made me raise my voice 
in disapproval. How could it be dying? It started with 
a child’s questions and words so intriguing ... I could 
see Nature’s palaces in the light of the wilderness. It 
was like a vision, a boy’s vision. It seemed to merge 
me to its sufferings. But it soon became reality. 

Perhaps in writing about it now, the memories are 
somehow assuaged, perhaps someday a new song will 
be sung, a new effort will be made. 

Glowing cypress wood hammocks are ships 
and other vessels in an ocean of dark green, quite cap- 
tured in spirit and image. The tall palmetto tower out 
as observation posts in search of raging storms. The 
land is old and has seen thousands upon thousands of 
vibrant suns, and still, the river carves out its own 
unique grooves southward. The saw-grass is jagged, 
rough, the points scrape hard the skin and there’s a 
richness yet in the thickets, vivid and deep in its many 
colors. There’s striking greens, blues, yellows, reds, 
oranges, and so on and through this sacred artwork 
you become restored. If you just take the time and 
pause, you’ll see colorful intensity dancing across a 
panoramic stage. 

For centuries, by canoe and by foot, the 
natives traversed the land. Seasons were radiant and 
rigorous, precious and wild. Seminoles flourished 
there, hunting and fishing, planting and raising crops 
on dryer ground, but even they could not hold back the 
fierce advance of the modem world. I remember the 
night in the Everglades, how the millions of stars 
sparkled so, their brilliance unhindered by city lights. 
You could see several shooting stars a night, make 
several wishes and engage in dreams. Some aspira- 
tions stay with you like specific songs and you can 
hear them in the sighs of the Everglades aura, in the 
sounds of ancient battles when the war-cry of the 
Calusa, the Timucua, the Tequesta, and the Ais were 
snuffed out forever. They were some of the first Tribes 
to resist invasion and they gave their all in heroic 
defense. Their numbers were formidable, their arrows 
penetrated Conquistador breastplates and left behind a 
history of lasting reverence. Indeed they bore the bur- 
dens of annihilation, as a people who cherished so 
their homeland, the Everglades. 

When I was a boy, I ran with my brothers, 
sisters and cousins through the cypress woods next to 
our camp, in the woods where sometimes even sun- 
light fought to exist and the merriments of Seminole 
children had echoed long before ours. We were usually 
running, going away. I think back on those times and 
feel the unblemished vitality, if only for a little while. 

Today there’s apprehension for the future of 
the Everglades, the saw-grass river, with constant 
moves and counter-moves. The size is only half of 
what it once was. When I’m there, I make a point to 
appreciate, as much as possible, the remaining beauty, 
the sheer moments of landscape left and the waters 
dark, majestic. When I’m there, I long to see with 
“first eyes,” with an adolescent’s point of view. 
Problems become clear, submerging in imposing 
waters, emerging anew. Sunlight illuminates me near 
their venerable courses, I can sense the rapids of a 
bygone age, the struggles of particular tribes and mag- 
ical everyday life under the sun! I can look out across 
those memories and glimpse spectrums of color, sun- 
blazing mysteries unfolding without ever fully reveal- 
ing. Yet you can see a beginning that captures your 
imagination and because the environment turns spiritu- 
al, accordingly, it sheds tears, and shall be recollected 
as a prayer. You’ll feel it in the twilight of your deep- 
est moments. 

Sometimes I go there in the mornings from 
my home in the city, it’s warm, and the Everglades 
beckons me further. The red-tail hawks are poised to 
swoop down upon their sustenance while the alligators 
move methodically through marred waters or rest on 
the river-bottom or sun themselves on shore. Sunlight 
drenches all and darkness retreats. And in the land of 
the ancient ceremony and song is the resting place of 
spirits... in those yearning recesses of momentous 
struggle is where I find peace, renewal and then “once 
more into the breach, dear friends, once more...” 



Stephen Galla 
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‘Indian Killer’ is a Thriller with Attitude 


By Ramona Kiyoshk 

[Editor s Note: Ramona Kiyoshk is a free- 
lance writer living in Jupiter, Florida. She is a mem- 
ber of the Ojibway First Nation of Walpole Island, 
Ontario. The opinions she expresses are her own. She 
can be reached at ramona2kiyoshk@yahoo.ca] 

Indian Killer, while not a new book, is still a 
hot seller and almost impossible to find in mainstream 
bookstores or even on-line without a special order. 
Without being preachy or pedantic, this grisly cop 
chase through the streets of Seattle, Wash., exposes 
the plight of Native Americans adrift in a modem 
world. 


bleeding soul of a people and their history. Seattle is 
the breath-taking backdrop of this gripping drama 
of a life gone terribly wrong. 

John Smith, a Native American, is the 
adopted son of a wealthy, attractive and well-inten- 
tioned white couple. Brooding, lonely, and con- 
fused, Smith suffers relentless torment over his lost 
identity. He is an Indian without a tribe, a man with- 
out a past. His search for self, propelled by psy- 
chosis and rage, sets him off on a killing spree that 
paralyzes the city of Seattle and drags a cast of 
stereotypical rednecks out of their rat holes in the 
gutter. 


Spokane/Coeur 
d’Alene author, Sherman 
Alexie, had ventured out of a 
comfort zone of compelling 
short stories, poetry and 
essays, to challenge another 
level of literary competence 
with a novel just once before. 

Reservation Blues (1995) was 
a darkly comic take on Indian 
life. 

In Indian Killer 
(1996), Alexie tackles that 
aspect of Native American life 
which writers, politicians and 
regular citizens are afraid to 
acknowledge: Indians live in 
your cities, and some are 
homeless, unemployed and 
angry. 

When Indian Killer 
first hit the bookshelves, the 
star-makers at People maga- 
zine called the twenty-some- 
thing Alexie a “masterful sto- 
ryteller.” Prior to that, at age 
26, Alexie seized the Holy 
Grail coveted by all American 
writers when he was featured 
on the cover of Esquire maga- 
zine. 

Few new writers ever 
captured the popular imagina- 
tion with such fervor and 
curiosity. In 1995, the young 
wordsmith thrust into literary 
celebrity on the international 
platform of Esquire, was bril- 
liant, beautiful and Native American. The question we 
asked ourselves then was: Is this a flash in the pan or 
a credible talent? 

In the Esquire interview, Sherman Alexie 
himself pointed out that he probably could not keep 
up the pace forever. The creative source could become 
exhausted after a few powerful works. Writers in the 
past have had a couple of good books and then disap- 
peared from the public eye. Alexie made plans for 
such an event. 

Today, Alexie is a filmmaker, father and 
mentor. With the commercially successful film, Smoke 
Signals, under his belt and more scripts in the works, 
a marriage that has produced two sons, a stint as a 
writing instructor and a major drawing card on the 
speaker circuit, you can rest assured that we have not 
heard the last of Sherman Alexie. 

But back to the novel at hand: While 
pulling you into its page-turning tension, Indian 
Killer challenges stereotypes and myths, baring the 


The cast of 

villains— an arrogant college 
professor, a white ex-cop 
turned novelist who claims to 
be Indian and therefore an 
expert on all things Indian, the 
hate-talk radio host who rants 
against the Indians when 
white victims keep turning up 
scalped, and the litany of skin- 
head thugs out for a good time 
at the expense of the Indian 
people— are all too familiar to 
anyone who has grown up 
Indian in North America. 

There is pain in this 
story, both mental and physi- 
cal. The white cop turned nov- 
elist is Alexie ’s version of 
contemporary non-Native 
writers who try to tell the 
Indian story. “. . .Let the 
Indians have their own pain,” 
Alexie writes. 

The American dream 
is a bag lady stabbed to death 
behind a Dumpster; it is 
Indians starving and dying in 
the streets of a prosperous 
city; it is bewildered white 
people who believe that a 
symbolic washing of the hands 
will redeem them; and it is an 
elusive, cunning stalker who 
has turned the streets into a 
bloodbath. 

We are told how 
things got this way— Alexie is 
merciless, deftly pulling out atrocities from American 
history as the pace quickens. Now a killer with a knife 
and an eagle feather for a calling card is leaving a 
slew of bodies strewn across the trendy haunts of 
Seattle. 

Readers will want to reach out to the white 
college boy who dies for his misguided goodwill, and 
they will smile at the antics of the smitten political 
activist student who takes food to the homeless 
Indians. And they will feel the pain and loneliness of 
the adopted kids who were snatched from their people 
and taken to an alien world. 

But Indian Killer is not just for First Nations 
readers. Alexie has skillfully woven terse narrative 
around convincing characters, tying it together with an 
undercurrent of suspense. Anyone who enjoys a taut, 
bristling murder mystery will be immediately hooked. 

For current information on Sherman Alexie 
and his books, films, CDs and speaking schedule, 
visit: http://www.fallsapart.com. 



Book: “Indian Killer” by Sherman Alexie 

Publisher: New York: Monthly Press 

Copyright: 1996 

Genre: Fiction, Murder Mystery 

Description: 420 pages 

Audience: Adult 

ISBN: 087113652X 
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Indian Students and Tests 


By Dr. Dean Chavers 

[Editor ’s Note: Dr. Dean Chavers is Director 
of Catching the Dream (CTD), formerly called the 
Native American Scholarship Fund. CTD is a national 
scholarship and school improvement program for 
American Indians. This is his 25th year writing this 
column. His e-mail address is 

ctd4deanchavers@aol.coin. The opinions he expresses 
here are his own. © Copyright 2005] 

Almost everyone knows how bad Indian 
schools are. One of the surest indications is the 
dropout rate, which the Oglala Sioux Tribe says on its 
reservation is the highest in the nation. 

Another indication is the extremely low 
enrollment in college of Indian high school graduates, 
which is only 17 percent; the national college-going 
rate is 67 percent. Still another is the very low test 
scores, which seldom rise as high as the 20th per- 
centile. And a fourth one that frustrates many Indian 
students, their parents, and their teachers, is the low 
scores Indian students get on pre-college tests. 

There are two of these tests, the ACT and the 
SAT. The ACT has a scale from 1 to 36, and the SAT 
has a scale from 200 to 800 on each section, verbal 
and math, and a similar score on its new test of writ- 
ing. The writing portion is much more subjective, and 
is still controversial. 

The ACT has a norm now of 2 1 , which is the 
50th percentile. A score of 32 or higher is the 99th 
percentile, which normally will get a student into any 
college in the U.S. In 20 years of operating a scholar- 
ship program, we have had one student out of 1,500 to 
score that high, and he had a 34. 

The average score for Indian students is 13, 
which is the 20th percentile. That means there are as 
many Indian students scoring below the 20th per- 
centile as there are scoring above it! Obviously there 
is something wrong, and I’ll come back to that. Right 
now I want to review some of the remarks/reasons we 
get from students about why they score so low. 

I cribbed all these from actual student com- 
ments. I saved them over a period of years. Here goes: 

“The thought of standardized tests instills 
fear in me.” 

“I am not comfortable taking standardized 

tests.” 

“These tests are very intimidating.” 

“I hardly did any studying at home.” 

“I concentrated on the time instead of the 
questions.” 

“The test scores are only estimates.” 

“I did nothing to prepare for these tests.” 

“They test how well you can take a test.” 

“The SAT scores reflect your socioeconomic 

status.” 

“I came from a high school where I did not 
need to study.” 

“In high school I did not have much motiva- 
tion.” 

“This score is not a true indication of my 
ability or desire to succeed in college.” 

“I feel that they do not adequately show my 
knowledge, abilities, effort, or enthusiasm to learn.” 

“I was frustrated with my low performance.” 

“I believe that my scores underrate my poten- 
tial as a successful student.” 

“My test scores really did not reflect my apti- 
tude.” 


“My phobia of tests prevented my from 
studying very hard.” 

“I’m pretty unhappy with these test scores.” 

“I always had a hard time remembering what 
I learned.” 

And I could go on. But do you see a pattern 

here? 

All these explanations are given for scores 
that were much lower than the student expected. We 
never have the problem of an Indian student scoring 
higher that expected. I have been running a scholar- 
ship program for Native college students for 20 years. 

I think I see a pattern here. I think Indian schools are 
failing to prepare their students for college study. Is 
somebody out of step? Does anyone need to step into 
the 20th Century and join the rest of us? Obviously 
Indian schools do. 

I want to recount four things here to deal 
with the problem. 

First, Indian students need to start taking the 
ACT or the SAT starting in the fall of their junior year. 
This will give them some indication of where they are, 
and let them start to do things to catch up. My daugh- 
ter decided when she was eight that she wanted to go 
to Stanford. She was competing to be the top girl at 
Del Norte High School all through high school, and at 
the very end she squeaked past her best friend to win 
it. But she started taking the ACT early in her senior 
year. 

On her first try she scored a 27, which put 
her at the 83rd percentile. Would that get her into 
Stanford? Maybe, maybe not, I told her. Even though 
she was a legacy, meaning I went there, she might not 
get in with that score. So she started cramming. She 
took it again. This time she got a 28, still not good 
enough. On the third try she got a 30, and on the 
fourth she got a 32. 

She was the happiest kid in the history of the 
world when she got her acceptance letter. She has 
been teaching bilingual Hispanic students in San 
Francisco for 10 years now, and last year finished her 
master’s degree at Berkeley. 

The point: Take the ACT or SAT as many 
times as you can. You don’t have the money to pay for 
it? Catching the Dream will pay for it for you. Just 
send me an e-mail with the facts. 

Second, Indian students need to read heavily, 
starting no later than middle school. We have seen 
reading work wonders in some 65 schools, through 
grants we have made. 

Third, schools need to start giving students 
homework every day. Parents need to check with 
teachers to see what the homework assignment is, and 
monitor their children to make sure they are doing 
homework. 

Fourth, Indian schools need to start offering 
pre-college courses. You can’t expect a student who 
has had only algebra I in high school and no geometry, 
trigonometry, algebra II and calculus to succeed in an 
engineering program. Yet every year hundreds of these 
students leave for college wanting to be an engineer. 
The failure rate of these students, measured by the 
number that actually get engineering degrees, is more 
than 90 percent. Is it any wonder? 

Let’s do better, folks. We have 30 Exemplary 
Programs in Indian Education now in our schools, but 
that means more than 98 percent of our Indian schools 
have not started to improve. 
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❖ Schemitzun 

Continued from page 1 


who will undoubtedly do an outstand- 
ing job in representing the Tribe. 

Schemitzun is not only 
Yescas’ debut as Miss Seminole it is 
also the first time she’s ever participat- 
ed in a pow wow. 

“I was nervous at first, and I 
still am, but once I listened to the 
music [pow wow drums] I started to 
relax and get into it,” said Yescas. “I 
like it, it’s different”. 

The pow wow has also reunit- 
ed the Seminole Tribe with Litefoot 
and the Reach the Rez tour. The tour 
has taken them across the U.S. and 
Canada and to more than 150 Tribes. 
Being on the road for over a year 
would have taken its toll on most peo- 
ple but not Litefoot, his enthusiasm 


and commitment are stronger than 
ever. For updates on Reach the Rez go 
to www.reachtherez.org. 

Featured performers at this 
year’s Schemitzun was Yarina, a fami- 
ly from Ecuador, whose music is ful- 
filling and energetic. Much like pow 
wow music, it goes to the core and 
comforts. Along with their music 
Yarina also had a booth selling tradi- 
tional crafts and clothes made in 
Ecuador. For more information on 
Yarina surf to www.yarinamusic.com. 

The dance competition was as 
exciting as ever and took place 
throughout the four day pow wow. 
Closing the pow wow was the compe- 
tition awards with the dancers remain- 
ing in full regalia. 

For updates on next year’s 
Schemitzun go to www.foxwoods.com; 
where you can also find out more 
about the Pequot Tribe. 
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GET TREATED LIKE A STAR !!! 


AUDIO VOX DVDiVCP TUNER FIBERGLASS TONNOS BRUSHGU ARDS.'N EH FSA RS 

M-F 9am - 6pm t WYm.CALCOSTOMS.COM f SAT 9am - 3pm 
4721 RAVENSW0OD RD / FT LAUDERDALE, FL 33312 

(954) 981-7223 / FAX; (954) 981-3401 


COMPLETE 
CHIROPRACTIC 
CENTER 


leehieii'c the htintis to 


hemp) 


Reflexology 
Physical Them 
Massage T 
Nutritional ' 

Disc Injuns 
Chronic Pain 
Accident / Trauma 


(954) 587-8700 


5975 Si Vr\ 1 ISgKKffisrf 
Davie, Pioritfa 35 *1 4 
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The Seminole Tribune Interviews John Trudell 



By Iretta Tiger 

SALEM, MA — [Editor s Note: The follow- 
ing is an interview free-lancer Iretta Tiger conducted 
with recording artist, poet and champion of indige- 
nous issues John Trudell. For more information 
on Trudell, visit his website at www.john- 
trudell.com.] 

Musical & Literary Influences 

Trudell : “My literary influences? 

I can’t think of any literary influences. In 
the sense of literature-cause I like to read 
so I always liked to read. When I was a 
kid I read everything from true romance 
magazines to the Farmers Almanac, true 
crime to Reader s Digest. Whatever I 
could get my hands on just for the read- 
ing. Following specific writers— I don’t 
really remember following a specific 
writer. 

“Now that being said, I 
was always into music; lyrics 
in songs. Music— but also the 
lyrics in songs. To me it 
way my literary writers 
were the people that 
wrote lyrics for songs; 
the John Pines’ and the 
Bob Dylan’s and the 
Kris Kristofferson’s 
and the Buffy St. 

Maries’. But as a 
writer that’s where I 
got most of my 
influences. 

Activism 

Trudell : 

“I’m not a political 
activist anymore. I 
learned what I 
needed to leam 
from that period of 
my life. I’m still who 
I am, I still think like I 
think, I still perceive reali- 
ty like I see it but I’m me 
doing what I do. So I’m 
supportive of the issues 
that make sense to me, not 
just emotionally but appar- 
ently; they make sense. 

“I’m supportive 
of these issues because I 
think to prioritize my ener- 
gy I got to put it some- 
where it makes sense 
rather than just emo- 
tionally doing some- 
thing that still in the 
end no matter how 
good your motive con- 
tent is, in the end it 
doesn’t make any 
sense. So I don’t like 
to wear the labels and 
the jackets. I find my 
consciousness is what 
it is, so I’m going to 
have to find whatever 
my consciousness is. 

“I have an area in my life that I work on that 
is specifically oriented to supporting native issues 
because I work with an organization called the All 
Tribes Foundation. We give small grants to different 
native efforts, usually more grassroots oriented. 

“So in that context, see that’s something I do 
but I don’t consider myself an activist because I’m 
doing that, alright, on the other hand I think that a lot 
of issues I support, see I think that any issue you sup- 
port that’s got to deal with the consciousness and qual- 
ity of human life is supporting native issues. Because 
that’s what native issues are all about but if there’s any 
direct involvement it’s through the All Tribes 
Foundation.” 

Protests 

Trudell : “The protests don’t work because the 
people that are protesting and organizing are based on 
emotion. Protests are emotionally based, they’re not 
coherence based. Clarity and coherency to what we’re 
doing is extremely important. This emotionally based 
reaction to any situation, then whoever is provoking 
your emotion is always going to remain in control 
because you’re having an emotionally based reaction. 

“But I’m not trying to say that we shouldn’t 
protest or do what we should do. I think we need to 
add clarity of thinking to what we’re doing. Think this 
stuff out. The problem is, and this applies in the native 
community and the non-native community, I hear it 
everywhere, ‘I believe this, I believe that’ and that’s 
scary because when people say ‘I think this, I think 
that’ then I can live with that. It’s more reassuring 
because they’re thinking. 

“Whatever is happening they’re turning us 
into believers rather than thinkers and that to me is— if 
there’s an ultimate doom for us that’s where it’s at? 
Because when I believe then in reality that means ‘I 
don’t know.’ 


“Americans they look at ‘We’ve got the free- 
dom to protest so rah rah rah go freedom. ’ The con- 
trolling class, they don’t care if you protest it’s prof- 
itable to them. You gotta buy magic markers to 
make the protest signs with right? You’ve 
got to buy lots of bottled water and sand- 
wiches and bus tickets and all that. But it 
lets the protesters believe that they have 
some influence and some say with 
what’s going on but in reality, honest- 
ly they don’t. 

“So it’s about how we per- 
ceive reality, it’s the thing we really 
have to consider. I don’t think we 
really recognize ourselves anymore, 
and this applies in the native com- 
munity and the non-native commu- 
nity. See I think that a larger issue 
here is one of recogni- 
See we don’t rec- 
ognize ourselves, we 
don’t recognize that 

ymore, so 
think 
human 

beings. We don’t 
reality 


us, the human 
beings that are 
called the Indians or 
natives are so 
busy, we’re busy 
protecting the Indian 
identity that we’re 
forgetting the reali- 


7 m not trying to disrespect or 
get on anybody’s case that 
wants to go with the nation 
thing , but my grandma told me 
I come from a Tribe, 


Indians. If you 
look back in life, 
let’s just take 
number 
1 600 years ago, 
the human 
beings on this 
hemisphere 
never heard 
the word 
Indian— never. 

“The 
sound wasn’t 
even made. 
Cod, 

Christianity, 

sin, heaven, 

devil-none of those sounds were made here. The 
human beings never heard those sounds. When the 
people who had these deranged perceptions of reality, 
and it was programmed into them so it’s not a moral 
thing, but they came and they didn’t recognize spiritu- 
al reality anymore and they met the human beings. 

The human beings said “We’re the people, we’re the 
human beings. 

“The people that came, conceptually, they 
didn’t understand so they said ‘Indians’ and then 
immediately started attacking. Genocide against the 
Indians and created an identity for the Indians. 

‘Indians can’t get along, Indians are this, Indians are 
that. ’ An act of genocide and it created an identity and 
here we are now this many generations later fighting 
over whose more Indian than us. It makes it difficult 
for the ancestors to hear us.” 

Casinos 

Trudell: “Casinos are just another thing going 
on. Poverty or excessive wealth they undermine equal- 
ly. Poverty just eats at you in different way than hav- 
ing too much but in the end they eat you away. With 
the casino stuff if people can get away from the money 
part and look at the other parts besides the money part. 

“In many of the casino areas I don’t agree 
with a lot of the economic behavior that takes place. 
See some are providing certain services to their com- 
munity and to some degree spreading it around a little 
bit. Then you’ve always got that group that’s taking 
more than their share. When I look in some of these 
communities, see they didn’t have it before, there was 
nothing for anybody to take but it’s in what they do 
with it. 

“Give it a generation. See the first generation 
the people never had anything. They get an overabun- 
dance and the first generation is just going to go nuts 
with it because they never had it before. See, how the 
second generation makes the adjustment. That’s why 


the money should be put into strengthening the Tribal 
identity and that prepares the second generation to 
have this abundance but also a strong sense of Tribal 
identity, community. When it comes to certain levels 
we have the sense of Tribe but we don’t have the same 
sense of community. 

“I think it would just really be a good tradi- 
tional, cultural thing if they use some of those 
resources to sponsor things from the culture and the 
arts. Like the NAMMYS as an example. Use some of 
that not just in their local area but to create this natural 
thing where they go in and they sponsor the culture 


not a poll 

deal 

A activist anym 

ore. I 

learned what 1 1 

needed 

to learn from th 
od of my life. 

at peri- 


and the arts and emerging artists. 

“The people want to follow spiritual ways 
and keep that alive and being supportive of those 
aspects of our culture. If it ever evolves to that then I 
would say overall it’s [casinos] really a good thing.” 

Congressional Investigation into Political 
Sponsorship through Indian Gaming 

Trudell: “We are having an impact but to me 
it’s an issue as to what kind of impact that we’re hav- 
ing that threatens them. I think it’s just because the 
Tribes are making too much money and that threatens 
the local constituencies in the different areas, because 
I don’t think they’re threatened by the fact that the 
Tribes are hiring lobbyists and putting a lot of money 
into political campaigns. I don’t think they’re threat- 
ened by that on its own because that helps r 
instill the belief in the Tribes that they 
have a say in the political system. 

“See in reality the Tribes don’t 
have a say in the political system. Maybe 
temporary things but in the long run they 
don’t. They’re just being indoctrinated into 
putting on the white man’s clothes in the 
sense of ingraining their political system as 
a part of their belief. There are things that 
aren’t obvious that are going on here if 
they’re trying to stop the native money 
coming in to the lobbying thing. 

“It’s not really about the native ! 
people are getting too much clout. They’re messing 
with somebody’s program some where with the politi- 
cal clout they’re getting. I think it’s more about that 
because the way die system is designed we’re a minor- 
ity and in the long run because we’re a minority, I 
don’t care how much money the dragnet and segments 
of the minority have, they can’t accumulate enough to 
really have real significance say in what’s going on in 
the overall picture. 

“Let’s say some Tribe is making a billion dol- 
lars, and that’s a lot of money to us but the controllers 
of the system that’s nothing. So they’re not threatened 
by these few billions put together. It’s a part of what I 
see going on. So any political power that they feel that 
indians are gaining I think in the long run they’ll 
absorb that because the Tribes, the Indians always 
have to cut a deal to operate whatever they’re operat- 
ing. So it’s a behind-the-scenes fight over who’s gonna 
get the money.” 

Tribe or Nation 

Trudell: “Another thing that concerns me is 
the thing about nations. See I come from a Tribe; my 
grandma told me I come from a Tribe. Now I have 
people telling me I come from a nation, when my 
grandma told me I come from a Tribe, and I’m gonna 
listen to my grandma. 

“Tribes are part of the nation but they are not 
the nation in itself. They have the rights and responsi- 
bilities of the nation. I worry about that - the big rush 
to be nations because I think a lot of it has to do with 
the political terminology of our oppressor class. 

“If you i_ 
read the consti- 
tution, just take 
the words very 
specifically, 
read the consti- 
tution of the 
United States it 
says that the 

constitution and the treaties made with the various 
Indian Tribes are the supreme laws of the land. So the 
government technically made these legal agreements 
with Tribes not nations. By making the agreements 
with the Tribes they recognized the native nation itself 
as a nation and then they dealt with the entities, the 
Tribes. 

“I’m not trying to disrespect or get on any- 
body’s case that wants to go with the nation thing but 
my grandma told me I come from a Tribe. See I like 


the sound of Tribe; nation is too civilized for me. 

“It’s the subtleties of these kinds of termi- 
nologies that attack the sense and feeling and reality of 
community. This is how this stuff happens. Sometimes 
I feel like we substitute things because we go with 
nation and makes us appear to ourselves to be bigger 

“Sometimes I wonder about the psychology 
of that. That’s what it’s all about and in some kind of 
way it makes us appear to be bigger than we are but in 
reality we should be fine with who we are. We don’t 
need to be bigger we just need to be more coherent. 

“These things that I’m saying to you and it’s 
not that I expect people to believe me or not believe 
me, and actually I would prefer if they didn’t believe 
me, it really is about ‘Well, let’s think about some of 
these things.’ Because something has to happen to 
stimulate the thinking and I prefer to approach from 
the whole idea of human beings. 

“Human beings can communicate and 
express. It isn’t about agreement it’s about communi- 
cating and expressing. I mean it’s not about agreement 
and disagreement but as a Native American or Indian I 
think that we’re too ready to attack each other so soon 
as somebody expresses something we don’t agree 
with. As a republican or democrat, Christian or 
Wiccan, so it’s not just limited to us. When we had the 
memory of being human beings we didn’t behave this 
way. 

“I think the real origin of being called nations 
is it became a part of the strategy to deal in the legal 
system with issues of sovereignty. So then it became a 
political and legal tactic to deal with them as nation to 
nation. 

“I’m not disrespecting anyone that wants to 
view it that way I’m just expressing what my grandma 
told me. I come from a Tribe and that’s my way so I 
don’t mean anybody is doing it wrong. I think that it 
comes from having to deal with the legal system 
because treaties are made between, the way the termi- 
nology is now, nations. So I think that’s when 
‘nations’ got put on the table.” 


f et’s say some Tribe is 
making a billion dollars , 
and that’s a lot of money to 
us but the controllers of the 
system that’s nothing. 


Pride 

Trudell: “Pride and things are a factor in all 
this but generally when pride is a factor it usually 
starts trouble. I think pride is not something we should 
have for ourselves. I think pride should only be 
given. . . but I don’t think pride is something we should 
keep. 

“I’m one of the people that went out and tried 
to help sell the idea ‘Indian and Proud’. Now I see it 
completely in reverse. I’m a human being and I’m 
grateful, I’m thankful. I’m a descendant, we all are. 
We’re descendants of human beings that were grateful 
and thankful for life but now I have the identity of an 
Indian that’s proud. Do my ancestors recognize me? 

“When you’re grateful and thankful you don’t 
get into as much trouble. 

“In the long run I’ve never seen pride really 
fix anything. I mean the appearance may be there but I 
think it’s something else that’s really happening.” 

Leonard Peltier 

A few years ago an article was written about 
Peltier in a Native newspaper and the author of the 
article presented his “facts” at a Native conference. 

The article claimed that Peltier had admitted to the 
shooting. 

Trudell: “The reporter who wrote that [arti- 
cle] lost his way. Leonard never confessed to killing 
anyone. Regardless of whether Leonard is guilty or 
innocent that’s not the point, the point is that the FBI 
was waging war against AIM and its supporters and 
what happened in Oglala was a part of that war, only 
Ithis time the people in the camp 
defended themselves. Would you 
support Crazy Horse? Of course 
you would. 

“The government had 
sent an operative to infiltrate 
AIM. And it is because of the 

joperative that the fire fight hap- 

" pened in the first place. The peo- 
l the AIM camp at Jumping Bull and the FBI 
were both set up by the operative.” 

Trudell also talked about how Peltier will 
never get another trial because the government still 
has too much to cover up. 

“If Leonard were to go to trial again he 
would walk out a free man,” he said. 

The Oct. 13 issue of The Seminole Tribune 
will feature a lecture Trudell gave at the Peabody 
Essex Museum. 


J7 * Leonard were to go to 
A trial again he would 
walk out a free man. 
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1. Sam Jones - A \fety Important Rgwe 
(I Seirinole Hslery - Wife Chowfeik 4 
Raspbeny 

2. Billy Bowlegs lead me Semintfes in 
the 3rd Semrwte War - Da* Cftocotete 4 
Caramel 

3. Remember the Clans! - All 9 Clans: 
Otter Bear. Snake. Panther. Be Town. 

Hint Deer Winn and the e«jnol AJfc).*mr 

W Ltitm 

4 Josie Billie One rtf* Strongest 
Medicine Men of Ihc Seminole Tribe - 
Dark Ctocowe 4 Htuetnt 

5. Ingram Billie - Brother of Josie. 4so a 

Pcwerfu Medicine Man - 4 

Haremn 

6. Laura Mae Osceola - Instrumental in 
gefing Federal Reccgnoon aflhe 
Semndc Tribe - Dark ChvcofiAc 4 
Banana 

7. Joe Dan Osceola Youngest elected 
Preaderr. & First Artassadar - Almond 4 
tJfuk ChMMle 

8. Fred Smith - Lurgeslsorvhg Trial 
P reader* - Oat* Chocolate & Mint 

9. Jim Shore - Longtime General LegJ 
Counsel of the Seminole Tribe - Dari t 
ChnmWte X fteyterry 

10. Betty Mae Jumper- First 
Charwoman of he Semndee - Apple 4 
Cir x miner i 

11 . James Billie - Lcnges: Serving 
FleaftdfJwirnwnot the Tribe VSnfte* 
Caramel 


Cappuccino * Lattes * Espresso 



Serving Fresh 
Breakfast Items 


Salads & Sandwiches 

Open 5 Days 
Mon>Fri; 8 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

Located at the Seminole Tribe 
Headquarters m the 2nd Door lounge! 

Owned 4 0 parsed by 
Ucmbcts of Vk Scnmok Tribe 
Gem Thorpe Osceola 
fufriu C. OsuxAi 

/ I/a service /Xtf/ihuOmi AvaxaNe . . 
Office Buitfings. Hotels. Resturants 
nr 

80(1683-7600x1186 


12. Priscilla Sayen - Long time 

Respected Tribal Secretary - Irish CKitn 
4 Haze iVtut 

13. Howard Tiger First MHtary person 
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programs for the Semirale Ycufi - Oar* 
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14. Mitchell & David Cypress - Brothers 
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Reservation - White Chocolate 4 Caramel 

15. David DeHasa Hcriywoon 
Representative - Board - Ourii Gboeufcile 
4 Coconut 

16. Moses Osceola - President ef the 
Seminole Tnbe - Irish Cream & Oar* 
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17. Roger Smith - Bqrtxi 
Representative - Council - Dark Chocolala 
41 torato 

18. Paul Bowers - Bg Cypress 
Representative Bnaru Caramel 4 
Hazelnut 

19. Johnny Jones Hrighenn 
Representative - Board - Oar* OwcafeiJo 
iPre&ne 

20. Howard Tommie - 2 Term Ejected 
Chairman, Introduced Seminola Bingo - 
/Jar* f jHxtfafe * Hooey 

21 . Mike Tiger - Fcrmer Director cf Indan 
Heetth Svs & ament Treasurer - Half ana 
Hat Si^ur arzd rtiiptxx) wear n 

22. Winifred Tiger - Helped Seminole 
Ynuih slay in Schnd, graduate and go lo 
collage - Engteri Toffise 4 tfaxte 



Seminole Police 
Deportment 

Caring For Yqut Com mtifiil y 


Turn In A Drug Pusher 

1 866 ASK 4 TIPS 
(1-866-275 4847) 

IrlprnroclQn will bp ft fin In confldfncp 
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Announcements * Ahaaheeke * Nak-obkerkecetv 



New Kids 

Birthdays 

Poems 



Proud parents Kelsey Kimble & 
Devin Cypress would like to welcome 
Phoenix David James Kimble, Bird clan, 
bom Aug. 14, weighing 8 pounds, 1 ounce. 

Grandparents are David Cypress 
and Martha Doctor of Big Cypress and 
James and Barbara Green of Hollywood. 

Big sisters Kenydie and Kelmoni 
would like to welcome their new baby 
brother home too. 


Proud parents Pearl and Jody Bert 
of Miramar, Fla. welcomed daughter 
Lania Joyce Bert on Aug. 3 at Memorial 
West Hospital. Lania was bom at 6:14 a.m. 
and weighed 6 pounds, 4 ounces. 

Maternal grandmother is Sandy 
Friday and paternal grandmother is Minnie 
Tigertail Bert. 



Happy 1st 
birthday to our lit- 
tle angel Shaniah 
Correa on Sept. 

29. Shaniah lives 
in Naples and is a 
member of the 
Panther clan. 

Love, 

The 

Correa family. 
Mommy, Daddy 
and your brothers 



I want to wish my baby girl 
Aniya Sadie Cypress a happy birthday. 
She turns 2 on Sept. 26. 

Love, 

Mom, Cameron and Arissa 



Message to Son 

What We Want For You. Babv Bov 

Our son, 

You sat before us at the kitchen 
table laboring over your ABC’S. Your 
brow is puckered in real concentration; 
your tongue peeks out of your mouth. As 
usual you are totally immersed in the 
moment. 

Yesterday you followed a multi- 
colored butterfly as it flew from bush to 
bush. The day before that you were beside 
yourself with excitement as you played in 
the rain. 

For you, who have changed your 
father’s and my life in ways you could not 
imagine; what do we want most Sonny? 

There are days we want you to 
reach great heights and conquer the world, 
cure a disease my son we whisper to our- 
selves. 

And than there are days when we 
want you to be wealthy and well and suc- 
cessful we want you to live in mansions, 
drive luxury cars and have exotic vaca- 

So we sit down and think in 
earnest, we realize our dreams for you 
have little to do with fame and money or 
worldly success. As I write down our 
thoughts, prayers and wishes for you we 
are in danger of getting mushy, but I will 



go ahead anyways. 

May you always have the joy in 
living, the sheer enjoyment in things hum- 
ble and inconse- 
quential, that you, 
like most young 
children have now. 

As we grow older 
and we watch you 
grow as well there 
will always be 
things to keep 
telling you. May 
your spirit never get 
jaded so that the 
beauty around you 
escapes you, that 
the ability to won- 
der, to marvel, 
leaves you. 

We wish 

for you the greatest 
gift any person can 
have, good health 
and the love of fam- 
ily and friends, may 
the pain of loneli- 
ness never be upon 
you. Find a good 
wife, set up house and find solace there 
from the world and its troubles. 

We live in a time beset by the 


winds of change, some of it strange, in the 
fast ever changing world. We hope you 
find within yourself a sense of balance a 

sense of who you are 
separate from all 
around you. 

We like to 
think that the happy 
man is one who has 
everything, but 
maybe son the truly 
happy person is 
someone who is lib- 
erated from the feel- 
ing of what, wait, 
and want which 
grows at ones soul. 
We know this is a tall 
order but we hope 
you won’t end basing 
your happiness upon 
owning everything in 
the world. 

We are con- 
fident that you will 
find your place in 
this world. As you 
grow older, we hope 
that you will discov- 
er that there are things more precious than 
riches, to be able to laugh with a carefree 
heart, to have the thrill of achievement 


Moments of My Own 


Dear Big Brother 



Well, I can understand your hurt and anger 
So I am glad you have shown me 
What being in an addiction can do to a 
family 

Being under the influence of a substance 
can make you very selfish 
I see it can cause damage to your family 
It causes unnecessary pain and grief 
It is almost as if you have died 
Because where are you now? 

Are you ready to make your amends to? 
Those you have harmed while being in 
addiction? 

Has your recovery really opened your 
heart? Your eyes? 

We will try to always be here for you 
But you also have to be willing to give 
back 

Yeah, it is your life 

But what have I done as a caring sister to 
receive your back to me? 

Have I caused you great distress over 
something? 

You have no control of? 

Because to me when you let alcohol abuse 
take over your life 
You lost all control even over reality 
Maybe when you’re ready I will be there 
to listen 

But where were you when I wanted you to 
hear me? 

So now that you’re sober I hope you’re 
going to succeed better in life 
With out the roadblock of addiction 
One day your family will mean something 
to you again 

But until then good luck finding yourself 

through your recovery 

And try not to forget those you have left 

behind 

Because they are always thinking of you 
Love you, 

Your sis, Carla Lena 


Smiles come from pain, 

Deep down inside of my own 

Expression I couldn’t explain 

I didn’t give thought 

It might’ve helped 

I sit still and think about it now 

The guns, knives, and chemicals building 

A home on my fears 

I think, what is fear eating my mind andj 
my spirit 
If you can see, \ 
enough time, 

It has to be evil. 

To be a man in 
life, not man 
made 

In pitch black 
darkness 
I was not bom r 
evil neither were you* 

Free choice, life, responsibility, 

To taste, substance, shadows, 

I would eventually fall, fall very hard 
Here in this dark comer I think 
To myself, choices, my own choices, 

A lesson, a very hard lesson 

— Phillip Ira Jimmie 


with 


coursing through your veins; never let 
them go may you always stand tall, tme 
and triumphant. 

Like the day you had your first 
tackle or the gridiron. No one else needs to 
know, no one else needs to applaud. Your 
father sister and I will never forget that day 
it is seared into our hearts and will never 
be taken away, strong and proud like your 
name says Yaanashe. 

You came into this world and we 
thought we could mold you, shape you, 
teach you. Little 
did we know that 
we would be 
taught some 
important lesson 
about life as well. 

You are 
our angel sent 
from up above, 
you are and 
always will be 
our most pre- 
cious treasure, 
our biggest 
achievement and 
our proudest 
legacy. 

Love, 

Mom, 

Dad and Big Sis 




Technologies 

/nsta/Hng the 


Future 


Any Hame 1 heater, plasma, of standard flat 
scraefi* 

WE DO IT ALU 


We specialize In designing, customizing and providing fop of the line 
technology in Audio & Video elec Ironies Including a division dedicated to 
Security and Surveillance equipment for your home and business, 

361? North State Road 7/ Hollywood. FL 33021 
[ 954 ] m-?106 / Fax: ( 954 ) &?3-?107 


WE PROVIDE IN HOME SURVEYS 

WE COME TO YOU: BG CYPRESS, HOLLYWOOD. BRIGHTON, IMMGKALEE AND FT. PIERCE 
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News From Indian Country 


Leonard Peltier Paintings for Sale 

Proceeds Benefit Peltier Defense Committee 


Submitted by Leonard Peltier Defense Committee 

LEAVENWORTH COUNTY, KS 

Painting is a way to examine the world in ways denied 
me by the U.S. Justice System, a way to travel beyond 
the walls and bars of the penitentiary. 

Through my paints I can be with my people, 
in touch with my culture, tradition, and spirit. I can 
watch little children in regalia, dancing and smiling, 
see my elders in prayer, behold the intense glow of a 
warriors’ eye. 

As I work the canvas I am a free man. I hope 
that each day, each time you look at these paintings, 
you are inspired to partake in the long struggle for 
human rights of indigenous people, of All people who 
suffer oppression economically, socially, and spiritual- 
ly- 

Justice is not a flexible tool and unless we all 
do our part to ensure that justice is applied equally to 
all human beings, we are party to its abuse. We must 
stand together to protect the rights of others. No child 
should go hungry, no woman denied the right to earn a 
living, no person refused health care or an education, 
no prisoner held for political reasons. 

I thank you for caring. Were it not for the 
compassionate people, all hope for the future would be 
lost. 


In the Spirit of Crazy Horse, 



Leonard Peltier 

Gwarth-ee-las 



The Artist 


Bom on the Turtle Mountain Reservation in 
North Dakota, Leonard Peltier’s self-taught style is an 
outgrowth of drawing and carving lessons he received 
as a child from Tribal elders. Leonard began working 
with pastels in 1983, proving he had the talent to put 
what he saw on paper. His spirit began to know a free- 
dom never before experienced. Although limited by 
the prison, Leonard has emerged as a master of 
Indigenous Art. 

“There is a commissary at Leavenworth 
Penitentiary where I can purchase limited supplies,” 
he said. “They have a small variety of materials avail- 
able and most are of poor quality. Sometimes I can 
order supplies through art magazines or catalogs; how- 
ever, prison approval is usually not given for special 
orders.” 

Leonard’s artwork reflects his beliefs and 



“Home Of The Brave” 



“Wind In His Hair” 


commitment to Native American culture. He realizes 
the difficulty his people are having as they try in 
today’s society to live in the way the Great Spirit set 
forth for them. It is his peoples’ struggle to survive 
and the desire to portray their cultural beauty that 
inspires him to paint. 

In 1986, Leonard suffered a stroke which left 
him about eighty per cent blind in his left eye. 

“My eye problem has slowed me down con- 
siderably, but I am still inspired,” Peltier said. 

“Having people buy my artwork and sharing my 
paintings makes me feel real good.” 

Leonard’s Paintings are collected by such 
noted personalities as Oliver Stone, Peter Coyote, Jane 
Fonda, Val Kilmer, Michael Apted, Shep Gordon, 
Oliver Shanti and many international dignitaries and 
religious leaders. 


A Special Message from Leonard Peltier 


Greetings Sisters, Brothers, Friends and Supporters! 

Well here it is another year. Another birthday. 
This one makes me 62 years old. Also this makes it 
my 30-plus years in prison. I believe it was right after 
I was illegally convicted in Fargo, N.D. when I wrote 
a statement telling everyone that my freedom would 
only come after the masses had demanded it. But first 
we would have to unite and organize, to reach them. 

So far we have been unable to do so. Yes we 
have reached millions who have signed my petitions 
we have circulated throughout the world asking for 
my release. True most of those good peoples are from 
Europe, but we have also made a lot of gains here in 
the U.S. 

At one time we had 55 members of Congress 
sign a letter for a new trial or my release. Fifty-five 
members is historical. No other prisoner in history has 
ever been able to accomplish this, nor has anyone else, 
individually I mean, and there are other accomplish- 
ments we have made and won here in the U.S. 

Still I sit in prison not because I am guilty of 
the alleged crime I was illegally convicted of but 
because we still are unable to reach the masses here in 
America. The reason for this is not because the 
American people do not care or want to help, but 
because we have been unable to reach them. 
Personally, I believe the majority of them do care and 
want to help. We sense this from the ones we are able 


to reach. 

We are moving forward very slowly in this 
freedom campaign of mine. The reason is we just do 
not have the financial resources to move forward at 
the pace we would like to be. This is the real and only 
reason that we have not been able to reach the people 
in the U.S. Nothing is free here in America, not justice 
or the media. So although there is still no light at the 
end of the tunnel for me or my freedom, we continue 
struggling forward. 

I continue to search for the hope and strength 
I need to survive. I continue to pray and hope that one 
day I will get the support I need from the American 
people and one day I will still be able to walk out of 
prison. So my hopes and spirits are still high at my 62 
years of age. I continue on this continued struggle. We 
are still finding bits and pieces of new evidence to file 
new appeals on. 

Those of you who have followed my case 
closely I can imagine are thinking, “How can this be?” 
as there has been so many constitutional violations 
already. But the same old problem exists. The courts 
continue to cover up the continued criminal acts of my 
conviction committed by my prosecutors. 

Your help is needed. Give what you can. 

In the Spirit of Crazy Horse, 

Leonard Peltier 





Photo Courtesy of Sheri Theisen 

During the holiday season, the town of Blowing Rock transforms into a “Winter Wonderland.” 


Winter Wonderland Escape in Blowing Rock 


Thanksgiving Weekend Kicks 
off Festivities at Chetola 
Resort 


Submitted by Sheri Theisen, Chetola Resort at 
Blowing Rock 

BLOWING ROCK, NC — Blowing Rock is 
a beautiful mountain village, which has all the mak- 
ings of a winter fairytale. Every year, Chetola Resort 
at Blowing Rock unveils its Festival of Lights on the 


Guests at the holiday extravaganza c 


Photo Courtesy of Sher 

n enjoy a horse and buggy ride. 


Friday following Thanksgiving Day. This spectacular 
illumination of more than 50,000 lights has been a tra- 
dition in Blowing Rock for 17 years. 

On Nov. 25, “A Norman Rockwell Christmas 
Parade” takes place in downtown Blowing Rock. 
Following the parade, Santa will meet and greet chil- 
dren of all ages starting at 5 p.m. Chetola Resort will 
also feature horse and carriage rides around Chetola 
Lake on Nov. 24 and 25 from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. 

The cost is $10 per person. Kids can also par- 
ticipate in holiday cookie decorating. Complimentary 
hot apple cider is available daily from Thanksgiving to 
Christmas. All of the above activities take place in the 
Manor House Restaurant 
located on the main level of 
the Bob Timberlake Inn at 
Chetola Resort. Everyone is 
welcome. 

After the 

Thanksgiving Holiday, the 
Festival of Lights continues 
right through Christmas and 
New Year’s. Chetola’s most 
popular package of the year, 
Holiday Shopping Spree, runs 
from Nov. 26 through 
Christmas Eve and includes a 
room or condo for two nights, 
a complimentary bottle of 
champagne and a $50 Gift 
Card to Tanger Shoppes on the 
Parkway located next door to 
the resort. Shopping Spree 
packages start at just $250 per 
room for two nights. 

For more information 
on holiday activities and pack- 
ages, call (800) CHETOLA or 
visit www.chetola.com. 


Cookie decorating is only one of the many activities at Chetola. 
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Vehicles For Sale 


Last 6 
of YIN 

B39473... 

Teai 

1996 

Mate 

Ibrd 

Model 

F-asn Van Cnbe 

Mileage 

160,076. 

Condition 

Poor 

Price Range 
*1 3B5 00 - *2 730 00 

B43042... 

1996 

Ford 

....Econoline E-150 Yan 

220742 

Poor *70000 - *1000.00 

157290... 

.... 2000 

Bird 

Crown Victoria 

...126,000. . 

Pair 

*1 080 00 - *2 970 00 

mm... 

107427... 

— I99S 

1992 

Bluebird 61 Pass - School Bos 

Chevrolet ...Sports Van 

— 123,756 — 
...Not Avail.. 

Peer — $5,000.00 - 0B0 

Poor $350.00 - $740.00 


Diego Orozco - (954) 966-6300 Ext. 1216 
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Casino 


Superstein Named Senior VP of 
Marketing for Gaming Operations 


Submitted by Alina Viera, Bitner Goodman PR 

HOLLYWOOD — Richard Superstein has 
been named Senior Vice President of Marketing for 
Gaming Operations of the Seminole Tribe of Florida. 
He is responsible for all corporate marketing functions 
for Seminole Gaming, with special emphasis on the 
vision and direction for strategic planning and the use 
of technology in marketing programs for the Seminole 
Hard Rock Hotels & Casinos in Tampa and 
Hollywood, and four other Seminole casinos. 

Superstein served as Assistant General 
Manager of the Seminole Casino Coconut Creek for 
two years prior to assuming his new position. 

His other gaming experience includes the 
Black Hawk Gaming & Development Corporation, 
where he was Vice President of Marketing at the com- 
pany’s Nevada and Colorado casinos, as well as func- 
tioning as the Corporate Vice President of Marketing 
for Hemmeter Enterprises, which operated three gam- 
ing properties in Colorado. 

Superstein was also a Principal at Ernst & 
Young LLP in Atlantic City, N.J., where he directed 
the company’s General Management Consulting 
Group and focused on marketing planning, evaluation 
of busing and junket programs, market studies, feasi- 
bility studies, internal accounting controls, operational 
and organizational reviews and litigation support. 
Superstein also worked as a senior consultant at 
Laventhol & Horwath in Philadelphia, Penn. 

A graduate of Temple University in 
Philadelphia, Superstein holds a bachelor of science 



Photo submitted by Bitner Goodman PR 

Richard Superstein 


degree in business administration with an emphasis on 
finance and accounting. 


R & B Singer Gladys Knight to Perform 
Two Hard Rock Shows 


Submitted by Alina Viera, Bitner Goodman PR 

HOLLYWOOD — Rhythm and blues 
Singer Gladys Knight will perform in the Hard Rock 
Live on Nov. 8 and 9 at 8 p.m. 

Georgia-bom Singer-Songwriter Knight 
debuted in 1960 at the tender age of 16 as Gladys 
Knight & The Pips. The song “Every Beat of My 
Heart” became an instant hit followed by two more 
chart singles, “Guess Who” and “Letter Full Of 
Tears.” 

Four decades of hits followed yielding 10 
number one songs on the R & B chart, five that 
became Top 20 pop hits and three that were awarded 
Grammy® awards including 1973’s “Midnight Train 
to Georgia” for Best R & B Vocal Performance and 
“Neither One of Us (Wants To Be The First To Say 
Goodbye)” for Best Pop Vocal Performance. 

In 1995, Knight received a star on the 
Hollywood Walk of Fame. The following year, she 


was inducted into the Rock ‘n’ Roll Hall of Fame 
and then, in 1998, into the Rhythm & Blues Hall of 

Since then, she has celebrated 50 years in 
show business, has released award-winning solo 
inspirational albums, made her Broadway debut in 
“Smokey Joe’s Cafe” and performed an original 
composition at the 2002 Winter Olympics torch 
lighting. 

Tickets cost $45, $60 and $75. All seats are 
reserved and available at the Hard Rock Live Box 
Office, open daily from noon until 7 p.m. Tickets 
purchased in-person at the box office will not incur 
a service charge. 

Tickets also are available at all 
Ticketmaster outlets online at www.ticketmaster.com 
or charge by phone: Miami-Dade (305) 358-5885, 
Broward (954) 523-3309, and Palm Beach (561) 
966-3309. Doors open one-hour prior to showtime. 
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A Senior Living Community 

1450 SW 11th Way 
Dtsjrlield Bauch, FL 33441 
954-423-34-30 
954-429-1 022 fax 

Wear beaches, medical facMties and shopping 

ONE BEDROOM FLOOR PLANS FROM 1639 
Includes Utilities + PlxjI & Spa ■ Clubhuuses 
Cnmputpr L ah * Acuities * Health W^stnh 

tncomp i K Aijie 55-*- 


www.p raxiB2.com 


Any Jaif 
Any Time 

Baif Bonds 
Fianzas 



24 Hours 
Emergency 
Service 


Hablomos 


Gif Velasquez 


Tel: 954-463-2227 ■ Fax: 954-463-2228 

521 S. Andrews Ave. (Suite #6) Ft. Lauderdale, FL. 33301 



The police know your rights - do you? 
Call my office for a free consultation 

Richard Castillo 

954 - 522-3500 

24 HOURS A DAY 

FOR FIFTEEN YEARS I HAVE PROTECTED RIGHTS 
LIKE YOURS. MY OFFICE DEFENDS DU1*S, DRUG 
OFFENSES, SUSPENDED LICENSE, DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE, AND ALL FELONIES AND MISDEMEANORS. 

The hiring of a r attorney is ar. important decision that should not be based solely 
upon advertisement. Hicham Gastino wonted as a Puhlic Defender in Broward 
County from 1990 1996 and has boor: in prrvulo practice Tor rune yoars 
In 1996 he was voted the Trial Attorney of the year He graduated from 
Capital university in 1909 and was admitted rn me Florida Bar in 1990, 

Federal Bar in 1992. and the Federal Trial Bar in 1994 


GUNS! 

We Sell Guns! Lots of Guns! Ammo Too! 

Forget retail prices! Over 150 Guns in Stock. 

Special order guns are sold at $50 over true cost. 

Come in and order the gun you want and you pay true cost, 
shipping, tax, $5 state background check + $50. 

We also buy guns and loan money on guns. 

Concealed weapons course $49.99. 8 a.m. any day but Sunday! 

Public Pawn & Gun, LLC 
954-843-0245 Voice • (954) 843-0325 Fax 
6798 Stirling Rd Hollywood, FL 33024 
Vi Mile West of the Reservation 
Gunsellers@aol.Com 
Corner of 68th & Stirling Rd- 





